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The Proposed Constitution with its Altera-
tions from, and Additions to, the Consti-
tution of 1851.

PREAMBLE.
The preamble recites the formation of the

constitution in 1776, its amendments in 1829,
and in 1859-1, copied from the old constitution
verbatim, and adds the following :

And whereas the General Assembly of Vir-
ginia, by an act passed on the 21st day of De-
cember, in the year 1863, did provide for theelection, by the people, ol delegates to meet in
general convention to consider, discuss andadopt alterations and amendments to the ex-
isting constitution of this Commonwealth, the
delegates so assembled did, therefore, having
maturely considered the premises, adopt a re-
vised and amended constitution as the form of
government of Virginia.

And whereas the Congress of the U. S. did,by an act passed on the 2d day of March, 1867,
and entitled "an act to provide for the more
efficient government of the rebel States," andby acts supplementary thereto, passed on the23rd day of March and the 19th day of July,in the year 1867, provide for the election, by
the people of Virginia qualified to vote under
the provisions of said acts, of delegates to meetin convention to frame a constitution or form ofGovernment for Virginia, in conformity withsaid acts, and by the same acts did furtherpro-
vide for the submitting of such constitution tothe qualified voters for ratification or rejection.

We, therefore, the delegates of the goodpeople of Virginia, elected and in convention
assembled, in pursuance ofsaid acts, invokingthe favor and guidance of Almighty God, do
propose to the people the following constitu-tion and Form of Government for this Com-monwealth :

BILL OF RIGHTS.
I. That all men are by nature equally freeand independent, and have certain inherent

rights, of which, er,ti,r iqto » stateofsociety, they cannot by any compact deprive
or divest their posterity, namely: the enjoy-
ment of life and liberty, with the means of ac-
quiring and possessing property, and pursuing
and obtaining happiness and safety.

11. That this State shall ever remain a mem-ber of the United States of America, and thatthe people thereof are part of the Americannation, and that all attempts, from whatever
source, or upon whatever pretext, to dissolvesaid Union or to re.ver said nation are unau-
thorized, and ought to Tie' resisted Vith thewhole power of the State.

111. That the constitution of the UnitedStates, and the laws of Congress, passed in pur-
suance thereof, constitute the supreme law of
the land, to which paramount allegiance and
obedience are due from every citizen, anything
in the Constitution, ordinances, or laws of any
State to the contrary notwithstanding.

[The other sections, down to section XIV, j
are verbatim copies of sections II to XI, inclu-
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sivc of the old Virginia Bill of Rights, except
that this is provided thr.t trials by jury 3hail by
by au ':iu.partial jury of his' vicihige,"" of noparticular"number, instead of "an impartial ju-
ry of twelve men of his vicinage,'' as the olcj
Bill of Rights reqnired.l

XIV- Tti&t the freedom ot" the press is one
of tne great bulwarks of liberty, and can never
be restrained but by despotic governments, and
any citizen may speak, write aud publish his
sentiments on all subjects, being responsible for
the abuse of that liberty.

[The other sections, down to section XIX,
are ysrbqlixr. copies ofsections to i_Y_,
inclusive of'the did rifgtmaßiu df Eight's.?
The following are added":]XIX. That neither slavery nor involuntary
servitude? except as lawfu.l imprisonment may
constitute suyh,' shall exist within this State.

XX That all cltigeus of the State are bo**
by declared to possess equal civil and political j
rights and public privileges.

"XXI. The rights enumerated iv this Bill of |
Rights shall not be construed to limit other j
rights ofthe peoplo not therein ezpieased,. ? \u25a0 I

XXII. The declaration'of the political rights
and privileges ofthe inhabitants of this State
is hereby declared to be a part of the |
tion of this Commonwealth, and shall po,t b,e j
violated on any pretence whatever. '

ARTICLE 11,
DIVISION OF POWERS.

The Legislative, Executive and Judiciary
Departments shall be separate and distinct, so
that neither exercise the powers properly be
longing to either of the other; nor shalj any
person exercise the power of-more than" 'one' of
them at the same time, except as hereinafter
provided:

ARTICLE 111.
ELECTIVE FRANCHISE.

Sec. 1. Every male citizen of the United
States, twenty-one years old, who shah have
been a resident of this State twelve months,
and of the county, city or town in which he
shall offer to vote, three months next preceding
any election, shall be entitled to vote upon q\\
questions submitted to the peqplp a 1 such ejec-
tion : Provided, That no' officer, soldier, sea-
man, or marine of the United Statos army or
navy shall be considered a resident of this State
by reason of being stationed therein: And, pro-
vided also, That the following persons shall be
excluded from voting:

1. Idiots and lunatics.
2. Persons convicted of bribery in any elec-

tion, embezzlementof public funcjs, or
felony.

3. No person who, while a citizen of this
State, has, since the adoption of this Constitu-
tion, fought a duel with a deadly weapon, sent
or accepted a challenge to fight a duel with a
deadly weapon, cither within or beyond the
boundaries of this State, or knowingly con-
veyed a challenge, or aided or assisted in any
manner in fighting a duel, shall be allowed to
vote or hold any office of honor, profit, or trust,
under this Constitution.

4. Every person who has been a senator or
representative in Congress, or elector of Presi-
dent or Vice President, or who held any office,
civil or military, under the United States, or
under any State, who, having previously taken
an oath as a member of Congress or as an offi-
cer ofthe United States,'or as a memberof any
State Legislature, or as an executive or judi
cial officer of any State, shall have engaged in
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A limited number of Cards received. This
map is to be circulated gratuitously from Har-
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bringing their business before the public.
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insurrection or rebellion against the same, or
givGn aid or comfort to the enemies thereof.?
This clause shall include the following officers:
Governor, lieutenant governor, secretary of
state, auditor of public accounts, second audi-
tor, register of the land office, state treasurer,
attorney general, sheriffs, sergeant of a city or
town, commissioner ofthe revenue, county sur-
veyors, constables, overseers of the poor, com-

' missioner ofthe board of public works, judges
of the supreme court, judge of the circuit
courts, judge of the courts of hustings, justices
of the county courts ; mayor, recorder, alder-
men., councilmen ofa city or town j coroners,
escheators; inspectors of tobacco, flour, &c;
clerks of the supreme, district, circuit and
county courts, and of the court of hustings ;
and attorneys for the commonwealth: Provi-
ded, That tbe Legislature may, by a vote of
three-fifths of both houses, remove the disabil-
ities incurred by this clause from any person

; included therein by a separate vote in each case.
? Sec. 2. All elections shall be by ballot, and

all persons entitled to vote shall be eligible to
any office within the gift of the people, except

. as restricted in this Constitution.
I Sec. 3. All persons entitled to vote and hold
! office, and none other, shall be eligible to sit as
| jurors.

Sec. 4. The General Assembly shall, at its
first session under this Constitution, enact a

1 general registration law; and every person of-
. fering or applying to register shall take and
1 subscribe before the officer charged with ma-
t king a registration of voters the following oath:
j "I, .do solemnly swear (or affirm)

that I am not disqualifiedfrom exercising the
.

right of suffrage by the Constitution framed by
the Convention which assembled in the city of
Richmond on the 3rd day of December, 1867,

- and that I will support and defend the same to
. the best of my ability."

Sec. 5. No voter, during the time ofholding
any election at which he is entitled to vote,
shall be compelled to perform military service,

j except in timeofwar or public danger; to work
upon public roads; or to attend any court as
suitor, juror, or witness ; and no voter shall be1 subject to arrest under any civil process, during
his attendance at elections, or in going to or
returning from them.

OATH OF OFFICE.
Sec. G. All persons, before entering upon thedischarge of any function as officers of this

State, must take and subscribe the following
oath or affirmation:

'"I, ?; ,do solemnly swear (or affirm)
that I will support and maintain the Constitu-tion and laws of the United States, and the
constitution and laws ofthe State of Virginia;
that I recognize and accept the civil and politi
cal equality of all men before the laws: andthat I will faithfully perform the duty of
to the best of my ability. So help me God."Sec. 7. In addition to the foregoing oath ofoffice, the governor, lieutenant governor, mem-bers ofthe general assembly, secretary ofstate,
auditor of public accounts, state treasurer, at-
torney general, all persons elected to any convention to frame a constitution for this State,
or to change, alter, or amend or revise thisconstitution in any manner, and mayor andcouncil of any city or town, shall, before they
enter on the duties of their respective offices,
take and subscribe the following oath or affir-
mation : Provided, The disabilities thereincontained may be individually removed by athree fifths vote of the General Assembly :

"I, do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I have
never voluntarily borne arms against the Uni-ted States since I have been a citizen thereof;
that I have voluntarily given no aid, counte-
nance, counsel or encouragement to persons en-
gaged in armed hostility thereto ; that I have
never sought nor accepted, nor attempted to
eseroise the functions of any office whateverunder any authority or pretended authority inhostility to the United States; that I have not
yielded a voluntary suppoit to any pretended
government, authority, power, or constitution
within the United States hostile or inimical
thereto. And Ido further swear (or affirm)
that to the best of my knowledge aud ability,
I will support and defend the Qqnstitution of ,
the United Statas against all'enemies, foreign ,
and domestic.; that I will bear true faith and iallegiance to the same ; that I take this obli- !
gation freely, without any mental reservation Jor purpose Gf evasion, and that I will well and
faithfully discharge the duties of the office on .
which lam about to enter. So help me God." !

The above oath shall also be taken by all city
and county officers before entering upon their ,
duties, and by all other State officers not in-cluded in the above provision. ,

ARTICLE IV. j
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT. I I

THE OqVSBMGA. I '?I. and 11. are verhatitn copies from
Article V. of the Constitution of 1850 51.1

"Sec. 3,. No person, exqept . citizen of'the
United States, shall he eligible to the office of(joveruor \u25a0 and ifsuch persons be of foreign
birth, he must have been a citizen of the Uni-ted States for ten years next preceding his jelection; nor shall any person be eligible to |
that office unless he shall have attained the age |
of thirty years, and have been a resident of tips
State for three years next pveoeuing h.is cl.cc- ition, ' {
' [Section IV. is a verbatim copy from Ar- j
ticle \r

. ofthe Constitution of 185Q-51. The Ichanges iv section y.. as follows, aio note- i
\yorthy: (

Sec' 5. He shall take care that, the laws be
faithfully executed; communicate to the Gen- \
eral Assembly at every session the condition of ithe Commonwealth ; recommend to their con- (
sideration such measures as he may deem e£- jpedient, and convene the General Assembly, _
on spp.ik.Mion of two thirds dffhe"uiembefs of j
both Houses IherdoT,'or when, in his opinion, j
the interests of the Commonwealth may re- j
quire, it. He shall be. of tt|ie land aud ijuvaj forces os'f the State; have ipower tfi embody the militia to repel invasion,
suppress insurrection, and enforce the execu- '
lion of the laws; conduct, cither in person or
in such other manner as shall be prescribed by j
law, ull intercourse with other and foreign _\u25a0
States; and during the recess of the General j
Assembly fill protempore all vacancies those 1offices for -vvhicL, tha and laws *

no' provision j but"his appointments to isuch vacancies shall be by commissions, to ex-
pire at tho end ot thirty days after the com-
mencement of the next session of the General
Assembly. He shall have power to rem.U Une* j1
and penalties in such casjs c.nd under such |
rules and reguhuions as 'niay be prescribed by
law; and,' except when the prosecution has ,
been carried on by the House of' Delegates, to j
grant reprieves and pardons after eonvietjan ; j
to remove politicaj Usabilities consequent npon
cxinviotioa, for offences' committed pnor or sub-
sequent to the adoption of this constitution, ,
and to commute capital punishment; but ha ;
shall communicate to the General Assembly,
at each session, the particulars of every case of |
fine or penalty remitted, or reprieve or pardon igranted, and of punishment commuted, with ,
his reasons for remitting, granting, or cotnn^n-
ting the same.

[Sections VJ and Y\\, are verbatim copies
i fro,m Article \. ofthe Constitution of 1850-51:The following is added:]

Sec. 8. Every bill which shall have passed
the Senate a,t\_ House of Delegates, and every
resolution requiring the assent of both branches
of the General Assembly, shall, before it be-
oomes a law, be presented to the Governor; if
he approve, he shall sign it; but if not, he
shall return it, with his objections, to that
House in which it shall have originated, who
shall enter the objection at large on their jour-
nal, and proceed to reconsider it. If, after
such reconsideration, two thirds of the mem-
bers present shall agree to pass the bili or joint
resolution, it shall be sent, together with the
objections, to the other by which it
shall likewise foe recepsidered, and if approved
by two-thirds of all the members, present it
shall become a law, notwithstanding the ob-
jections of the Governor. But in all such cases
the votes of both Houses shall be determined
by eyes and noes, and the names of the mem-
bers voting for and against the bill or joint res
olution shall be entered on the journal of eachHouse respectively. If any bill or resolutionshall not be returned by the Governor within
five days (Sundays excepted,) after it shall
have been presented to him, the same shall be
a law in like manner as if he had signed it, un-
less the Legislature shall, by their adjourn
ment, prevent its return, in which case it shah
not be a law.

ARTICLE V.
THE LEGISLATIVE DEI'ARMMENT.

Sec. 1. The Legislative power of this Com
monwealth shall be vested in a General Assem-
bly, which shall consist of a Senate and House
of Delegates.

Sec. 2. The House of Delegates shall be elec-
' ted biennially by the voters of the several cit-

ies and counties on the Tuesday succeeding the
first Monday in November.

Sec. 3. The Senators shall be elected for the
term of four years?for the election of whom,
the cities, counties and towns shall be divided
into not more than forty districts. Each coun-
ty, city and town of the respective districts, at
the time of the first election of its delegate or

1 delegates under this constitution, shall vote for
one or more Senators. The Senators first elec-

-1 ted under this constitution in districts bearing
i odd numbers shall vacate their offices at the
? end of two years, and those elected in districts

1 bearing even numbers at the end of four years;
? and vacancies occurring by expiration of term

: shall be filled by the election of Senators for
I the full term.
i Sec. 4. At the first session of the Generalr Assembly after the enumeration of the inhabi-
f tante of the State by the United States, a re-
-1 apportionmentof Senators and Members of the

' House of Delegates shall be made.
QUALIFICATION OF SENATORS AND DELEGATES.

Sec. 5. Any person may be elected senator,
who, at the time of election is actually a resident within the district, and qualified to vote
for membersof the General Assembly according
to this constitution; and any person may beelected a member of the House of Delegates,
who, at the time of election, is actually a resi-dent within the county, city, town, or electiondistrict, qualified to vote for members of theGeneral Assembly according to this constitutor.The removal of any person elected to eitherbranch of the General Assembly from the city,
count}-, town, or district for which he was elec-ted, shall vacate his office.
POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE GENERAL AS-

SEMBLY.
Sec. 6. The General Assembly shall meet an-

nually, and not oftener unless convened by theGovernor in the manner prescribed in this con-stitution. No session of the General Assemblyafter the first under this constitution shall continue longer than ninety days without the con-
currence of three-fifths of the members elected
to each House; in which case the session may
be extended for a further period not exceeding
thirty days. Neither House during the session
of the General Assembly shall, without the
consent of the other, adjourn for more thanthree days, nor to any other place than that inwhich the two Houses shall be sitting. Ama
jority of the members elected to each Houseshall constitute a quorum to do business; but. a
smaller number may adjourn from day to day,
and shall have power to compel the attendanceof absent members in such manner and under
such penalty_as each House may prescribe.

(Sections 7, 8, 9 and 10 are oopiesofsections
9, 10, 11, and 12 of Article IV, of the Consti-
tution of 1850 51.]

Sec. 11. The members of the General As-
sembly shall, in all cases, except treason, felo iuy, or breach of the peace, be privileged from ?
arrest during the sessions of their respective iHouses ; and for any speech or debate ineither lHouse they shall not be questioned in any oth- j
er place. They shall not be subject to arrest Iunder any civil process during the session of fthe General Assembly nor for fifteen days next ?
before the convening and after the termination <
of each session. /

Sec. 12. The whole number of members to |
which the State may at any time be entitled in >the House of Representatives of the United ?States shail be apportioned as nearly as may be <
amongst the several counties, cities and towns Iof the State, according to their population. 1[Sections 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19 and 20 «
are copies of sections 14, 15, 16,18, 32, 33, 34,
and 35 of chapter IV. of the Constitution of <
1850-51, except that section 14 provides that Ithe writ of habeas corpus shall not be suspend- .
ed, "unless when, in cases of invasion or rebel- «
iion, the public safety may require ii."lSec. The General Assembly shall provide
for the annual registration of births, marriages <
and cfea/hV. i[Section ._is a copy of section 38 of chapter 1IV. of the Cousiitutiou of 1850-51.J 2

ARTICLE VI.
THE JUDICIARY BLPARTMENT. l

Sec. 1. There shall be a supreme court of ap-
peals, circuit courts, and county courts. Tho
jurisdiction of these tribunals, and the .fudges *thereof, except so far as the is coiilerred
by this shall be regulated by law. i[Sec. 2is a copy oi' sec. ll of chap. VI of .
tho constitution ef 1850 r>f, wif U this proviso
added: Provided, That tfcti assent of a major \
ity of the judge* elected to the said court shall :
bo required in order to declare any law null and ?
void by reason of its repugnance to the Fedeial j
constitution or the constitution of this State.]

Sec. 3. Special courts of appeal, to consist ot i
not less than three nor more titan five judges,
may be formed of the judges of the supreme '
court of appeals and of {$$ circuit courts, or
any cf them, to try any cases on the dock.e.ts of
said court in respect to which a majority of the j
judges thereofmay bo su liimaiod as to make it
improper |"ur vnern to sit ou the hearing of the
same j and also to try any cases on tho said
docket which cannot be otherwise disposed of
with convenient dispatch. '

_ [Section 4 is a copy of section 13 of chapter
VI of the constitution of 1850-51.]

Sec. 5. The judges shall be chosen by the <
joint vote of the twohoMsesof the General As-
sembly, and sfeli hold their office for a term of
twelve years ? they shall, when chosen, have !
held a judicial station in the United States, or
shall have practiced law in this or RMB Other
State for five years.

[Section 6 is g, Sony of section 18 of chapter
Vi of the of 1«50 51.] ,

Sec f. The Supreme court of appeals shall \
hold its sessions at two or more places in the (
State, to be fixed by law-. (

[Sec. 8 is a of t-ee&OB 22 of chapter VI (
of the can.aVuutioii of 1850-51. Section 9is a |
hsi of the judicial circuits, which we have al- |
ready published.] <

Sec. 10. The General Assembly may rear- ,
range said circuits, or any of them, and increase '
or diminish the number thereof, when the pub <
lie interest shall require it. <Sec. 11. For each circuit a judgeshali be cho- j
sen by the joint vote of tho two Houses of the ,
General Assembly, who shall hold his office for (
a torui of eight years, unless soonerremoved in ,
the manner prescribed by this constitution.?
He shall, when chosen, possess the same quali-
fications of judgesof the supreme court of ap- ;
peals, and during his continuance in office shall ,
reside in the circuit of which he is judge. (

Sec. 12. A circuit court shall be held at least
twice a year by the judge of each circuit, in
every county and corporation thereof, wherein
a circuit court is now or may hereafter be estab-
lished. But the judges may be required or au-
thorized to hold the courts of their respective
circuits alternately, and the judgeof one circuit
to hold court in any other circuit.

COUNTY AND CORPORATION COURTS.
Section 13. In each county of this Common-

wealth there shall be a court called the county
court, which shall be held monthly by a judge
learned inthelaws ofthe State, and to be known
as the county court judge:

_

Provided, That
counties containing less than eight thousand in-
habitants shall be attached toadjoining counties
for the formation ofdistricts for county judges.
County court jud-res shall be appointed in the
same manner as judges of the circuit courts,
shall hold their office for a term of eight years,
and during continaanee in office shall reside i>>
their respective counties or districts. The ju-
risdiction of said court shall be the same as
that of the existing county courts, except so far
as it is modified in this constitution or may be
changed by law. County court judges shall be
chosen in the same manner as judges of the
circuit courts. shall hold their office for
a term of six year , except the first term, under
this constitution, which shall be three years ;
and during their continuance in office they shall
reside in their respective counties or districts.
The jurisdiction of said courts shall be the same
as thatof the existing county courts, except so
far as it is modified by this constitution or may
be changed by law.

GOVERNMENT OP CITIES AND TOWNS.
Sec. 14. For each city or town in the State

containing a population of five thou-and, there
shall be elected, on the joint vote of the two
Houses of the General Assembly, one City
Judge, who shall ho*d a Corporation or Boat
ing's Court of said city or town, as often and as
many days in each month as may be prescribed
by law, with similar jurisdiction, which may be
given by law, to the circuit courts of this State,
and who shall hold his office for a term of six
years: Provided. That in cities or towns con-
taining thirty thousand inhabitants, there may
be elected an additioanl judge to hold Courts of
Probate and Record separate and apart from
the Corporation or Hustings Courts, and per-
form such other duties as shall be prescribed by
law.

Sec. 15. Also, the following enumerated of-
ficers, who shall be elected by the qualified vo-
ters of the said cities or towns; One Clerk of
the Corporation or Hustings Court, who shall
also be the Clerk uf the Circuit Court, except
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roads, under whose direction the roads shall be
kept in repair, at the public expense, in a mode
prescribed by law.Sec. 5. The General Assembly, at its first
session, after the adoption of this Constitution
shall pass such laws as may be necessary to give
effect to the provisions of this article. But jnothing in this article shall be construed a« pro
hibifing the General Assembly from providing
by law for all additional officers in any city ot
county.

Sec. 6. Sheriffs shall hold no other office ?

They may be required by law to renew thei-
security, and in d fault of so doing, their office-shall be declared vacant Counties shall nevei
be made responsible for the acts of the sheriffs.

in cities or town- containing a population of 30
000 or more, in which city or town there maybe a separate Clerk for the Circuit Court, whoshall hold his office for a term of six years.

Sec. 16. Oue Commonwealth's "Attorney.
; who alu_ be ihe Coinni.mwealrh'sAttorney forthe circuit court and shall hold his office for theterm of two years.

Sec. 17. One City Sergeant, who shall holdhis office for a term of two years.
Sec. 18. One City or Town Treasurer, whoseduties shall be similar to those of County Treas-

urer, and shall hold his office tor a term of threeyears.
Sec, 19 One Commissioner of the Revenue.Sec. 20. There shall be chosen by the electorsof every city a Mayor, who shall be the chiefexecutive officer thereof, and who shall see thatthe dutiesof the various city officers are faith-fully performed. He shall have power to in-vestigate their acts, have access to all booksand documents in their offices, and may examme them and their subordinates on oath. Theevidence given by persons so examined shall notbe used against ihem in any criminal proceed-ings. He shall also nave power to suspend orremove such officers, whether they be electedor appointed, for misconduct in office or neglectof duty, to be specified in the order of suspen- »

sion or removal; but no such removal shall bemade without reasonable notice to the officer <complained of, and an opportunityafforded him Ito be heard in his defence. All city, town and ?village officers, whose election or appointment <
is not provided for by this Constitution shall be j
elected by the electors of such cities, towns and Ivillages or of some division thereof, or appoint- '
ed by such authorities thereof as the General '
Assembly may direct. Members of common ?
councils shall hold no other office in cities, and \u25a0
no city officer shall hold a seat in the General
Assembly. The General Assembly at its first 1
session after the adoption of the constitution *
shall pass such laws as may be necessary toghe \u25a0effect to the provisions of l his article. Gener- i
al laws shall he passed for the organization and 1
government of cities, and no special act shall
be passed, except in cases where, in the judg- f
ment of the General Assembly, the object of f
such act cannot be attained by general law.? INothing in this article shall effect the power of «

the Geueral Assembly over quarantine, in re-
gard to the port of Norfolk, or of the interest a
of the State in the lands under water and with c
in the jurisdiction or boundariesof any city, or «
to regulate the wharves, piers, or slips, in any
city. All laws or city ordinances inconflict with f
the provisions of the preceding sections shall 8
be void from and after the adoptionof this con- a
stitution. \u25a0

Sec. 21. All regular electionsfor oity or townofficers under this ordinance shall be held on a
the 4th Monday in May, and the officers elect fshall enter upon their dutieson the Ist day of o
July succeeding. i

ARTICLE VIII.
EDUCATION.

Sec. 1. The General Assembly shall elect onjoint ballot, with<n thirty days after its organiza
tion under this Constitution, and every fourthyear thereafter, a superintendent of public instruction. He shall have the general super-vision of the public free school interests of theState, and shall report to the General Assem-bly for its consideration, within thirty days afterhis election, a uniform system of public freeschools.

Sec. 2. There shall be a board of education,
composed of the governor, superintendent of
public instruction, and attorney general, whichshall appoint, and have power to remove for
cause and upon notice to the incumbents, sub
ject to confirmation by the Senate, all county
superintendents of public free schools. Thi-board shall have regulated by law the manage-
ment and investment of all the school funds,
and such supervision ofschools of higher grades Ias the law shall provide.

Sec. 3. The General Assembly shall provide .bylaw, at its first session under this Constitu- ition, a uniform system of public free schools,
and for its gradual, equal and full introduction ?into ail the counties of the State by the year i1876, or as much earlier as practicable.

Sec. 4. The General Assembly shall have (
power, after a full introduction of the public <free school sy.tem. to make such laws as shall c
not permit parents and guardians to allowtheir ,
children to grow up in ignorance and vagrancy.

Sec. 5. The General Assembly shall establish 1
as soon as practicable nt.ima! schools and may $
establish such grades of schools and agricultural
schools as shali be for the public good. 1

Sec. 6. The board of education shall provide j
for uniformity of text books, the providing of \
school-houses, and such apparatus and library t
as may be necessary, uuder such regulations as
may be provided by law. rSec. 7. The General Assembly shall set apart t
as a permanent and perpetual literary fund the i
present literary fund ofthe State, the proceeds 1
ot all public lands donated by Congressfor pub-
ic school purposes, of all escheated property, c
4'all waste and appropriated lands, of all prop- I
Tty accruing to the State by forfeiture, and all
fine- collected for offences committed agaimt cthe State, and -uchother sums as the General a
A sembly may appropriate. aSec. 8. The General Assembly shall apply a
the annual interest on the literary fund, any f
:apitation or other special tax provided for by
his Con-titution for public free school purpo-es, [
md an annual tax upon the property of the }
>tate of not less than one mill nor more than !
five mill- on tbe dollar, for the equal benefit of \
ill the people ofthe State, the number of chil-
hvn between the ages of five and twentyoue \
cars in each public free school di>trict being j

the basis of such division. Provision shall be
made to supply necessary text books to indigent <
children attending the public tree schools in I
jases where the parent or guardian is unable, by .
reason of poverty, to furnish them. Each coun (
y and public i'rea school district may raise ad
litional sums by a tax on property for the sup _\u25a0
iort of public free schools. All unexpended
urns of any one year in any public free schoi.i *
li.-trict shall go into the general school fund fat
c division the next year: Provided, That am _>
ax authorized by thi- section to be raised by
counties or school districts shall not exceed five
nills on a dollar in any one year, and shall not
>c -uhj ct to re-division as hereinbefore pro .
rided in 'his sect on.

hec. 9. The General Assembly shall have .

power to foster all higher grades ofschools under j
.ts supervision and to provide for such purpose .
i permanent educational fund. .

Sec. 10. All grants and donationsreceived by tthe General Assembly for educational purposes
shall be applied according to the terms pre-
scribed by the donors. ,

Sec. 11. Each city and county shall beheld
accountable for the destruction of school prop J
erty that may take place within its limits by in-
sendiaries or open violence.

Sec. 12. The General Amenably shall fix the Jsalaries and prescribe the duties of all school
officers, and shall make all needful laws and c
regulations to carry info effect the public free '
-chool system provided for by this article.

ARTICLE IX. [
MILITIA

Sec. 1. The militia ot this State shall consist j
ot all able-bodied malepersous between the ages
of eighteen and forty-five years, except such <
persons as hereaftermay be exempted by the
laws of the United States or of this State; but (
those who belong to religious societies whose
tenets forbid them to carry arms shall not be <
compelled to do so. but shall pay an equivalent i
for personal service; and the militia shall be
organized, armed, equipped and trained, as the i
General Assembly may provide by law.

Sec. 2. The Legislature shall provide by law
for the encouragement of volunteer corps of the
several arms of the service, which shall be class
ed as the active militia; and all other militia
shall be classified as the reserved militia, and
shall not be required to muster in time of peace.

GENERAL PROVISIONS. 0

Sec. 22. All the judges shall be commission ',
ed by the Governor, aud shall receive such sal n
aries aud allowances as may be determined by ll
law, the amount of which shall not be diuiin- \u25a0
ished during their term of office. Their terms
of office shall commence ou the Ist day of Jan- ''

vary next following their a[)pointment; and t; j
they shall discharge, the duties of their re>pec> "

tive offices from their first appointment and *

nullification under thin constitution until their £
terms begin. h

dec. -6 Judges may be removed from office *

by a concurrent vote of both Houses of tin- l
tTimerai A_ea__r, but a majority of all the
members elected 10 each blouse must concur in {i

such vute, and the cause of removal shall be "

emeit'd on the Journal of each House. The c
judge against whom the General Assembly may c:
be about to proceed shall have notice thereof, n
accompanied by a copy of'the causesalleged for xi
hiji removal, at least twentydays before the day '
ou which either House of the GeneralAssembly P
shad act thereon. ?'

Sec 24. Judges of the supreme court ofap- "

peals and judges of the circuit courts shah nor r(

hold any other office or public trust during their v
continuance in office. c<

Sec. 25. Judges, and all other officers elected !I
or appointed, shaii continue to discharge tiu "
duties of their oißoes after their terms of sei v
vice have expired until their successors have
qualified. P

Sec. 26. Writs shall run in the name of the lt
Commonwealthof Virginia, and be attested by a
the clerks of the several courts. Indictments
shall canolude against the peace and dignity of l

the Commonwealth. si

ARTICLE VII. s<

COUNTY - OxUiANIZATIONS. a
Sec. 1. There shall be elected by the qualified c

voters of the county, one sheriff; one attorney 0
for the Commonwealth, who shall also be the
Commonwealth'sattorney for the circuit court; s
one county clerk, who shall also be the clerk of o
the circuit court, except that in counties con- p

faining fifteen thousand inhabitants there may s
be a separate clerk for the circuit court; one
county treasurer; one superintendent of the
poor; one superintendent of schools: Provided,
That counties containing less than eight thou-
sand inhabitant* may be attached to adjoining
counties for the formation of district-; for super-
intendents of schools and county judges: Pro- [
vided also, That in counties containing thirty t"thousand inhabitants there may be appointed an tadditional superii tendent of schools therein.?
All regular elections lor county officers shall be <

held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday
in November,and all officers electedor appoint-
ed under this provision shall enter upon the
dutiesof their offices on the Ist day of January fnext succeeding their election, and shall hold -
their offices for the term of three years, except
that the county and circuit court clerks shall
hold their offices for four years. Provided fur
ther, That after the end of the first term, the
county judges shall be elected or appointed for
the term of six years.

ARTICLE X.
TAXATION AND FINANCE.

Sec. 1. Taxation, except as hereinafter pro-
vided, whether imposed oy the State, county,
or corporate bodies, shall be equal and uniform,
and all property, both real and personal, shall
be taxed in proportion to its value, to be ascer-
tained as prescribed by law. No one species of
property, from which a tax may be collected,
shall be taxed higher than any other species of
property of equal value.

Sec 2. No tax shall be imposed on any ofthe
citizens of this 8 ate tor the privilege of taking
or catching oysters from their natural beds with
tongs, iv the waters theieof; but the amount ol
ales of uysier- so taken by any citizen in any

one >ear may be taxed at a rate not exceeding
the rate oi taxation imposed upon any other
species of property.

Sec. 3. The Legislature may exempt all prop
erty used exclusively for State, county, munici
pal, benevolent, charitable, educational aud re-
ligious purpo es.

_Sec. 4 ihe General Assembly may levy a tax
on incomes in excess ot (600) six hundred dol
?ars per annum, and upon the following licenses
?viz : the sale of ardent spirits, theatrical aud
circus companies, menageries, juggler*, itinerant
pedlers and ali other show- and exhibitions tor
which an entrance fee ia required, commission
merchants, persons selling by sample, brokers
and pawn brokers and all other btoinesa which
cannot be readied by the ad valorem system. ?
The capital invested in ali business operation-

shall be assessed aud taxed as ot»">r property
Assessments upon all stocks shail be accordiug
to the market vaiue theieof.

Sec. 5. The General A-.-embly may levy a tax
not exceeding one dollar per annum on every
male citizen who has attained the age oftwenty-
one years, which shall be applied exclusively in
aid of public free schools; aud counties and cor-
porations shall have power to impose a capita-
tion tax not exceeding (50) fify cents per an-
num for all purposes.

Sec. 6. The General -Assembly shall provide
for a of the real estate of this
State in the year 1869, or as soon thereafter as
practicable, and on every fifth year thereafter :

Provided, In making such assessment, no land
shall be assessed above or below its value.

Sec. 7. No debt shall be contracted by thi«
State eccept to mi et he casual deficits in the
i».euue, to redeem a previous liability of tf.*

TOWNSHIPS.
Sec. 2. Each county of the State shall be ]

divided into so many compactly located town- <
ships as may be deemednecessary, not less than <
three : Provided, That after three have been Iformed, no additional township shall be made !
containing less than thirty square miles. Each
township shall be known as the township of i

, in the countyof , and may sue and
be sued by such titie. In each township there
shall be elected annually one supervisor ; one <
township clerk ; one assessor; one collector;one
commissioner of road-; one overseer ofthepour;
one justice ot the peace, who .-hall hold his office;
three years ; one constable, who >hail hold his
office three years : Provided, Thar, at the first
election held under this provision there shall be
three justices of ihe peace and three constables
elected, whose terms shall be one, two and three
years respectively All regular elections for
township officers shall take place on the fourth
Monday in May, and ail officers 80 elected shall
enter upon the duties of their respective offices
on the Ist day of July next succeeding thei.
election. The supervisors ofeach county shall
constitute the board of supervisors for that
county, and shall assemble at the court _____

thereofon the first Monday in December in each
year, and proceed to audit the account of said
county,examine the books ofthe assessors, reg
ulate and equalize the valuation of property, fix
the county levie> for the ensuing year, apportion
the same among the various townships, and per
form such other duties as shall be prescribed by
law.

SCHOOL DISTRICTS.
Sec. 3. Each township shall be divided into

so many compactly located school districts as
may be deemed necessary : Provided. That no
school district, shall be formed containing less
than one hundred inhabitants. Iv each school
district there shall be elected or appointed, an-
nually, one school trustee, who shall hold hisoffice three years: Provided, That at the first
election held under this provision there shall be
three trustees elected, whose terms shall be one,
two and three years respectively.

ROAD DISTRICTS.
Sec. 4. Each tow :=hip shall be divided into

one or more districts. In each road districti I there shall be elected annually one overseer of
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State to suppress insurrection, repel invasion or\u25a0 defend the State in time of war.Sec. 8. The Gereral Assembly shall provideby law a sinking fund, to be applied solely to?he payment and extinguishment ofthe princi-pal ofthe State debt, which siokirg furd shall
?>e cortinued until the extiuguishmert of suchState debt; and every law hereafter enacted by

Ihe General Assembly creating a debt or author-
izing a ioau shall provide a siuking fund for thei aytnent of'the same.

Sec 9 The unfunded debt shall not befunded
H redeemed at a value exceedingthat establish-ed by law at the time said debt was contracted,
nor shall any discrimination hereafter be made
in paying the interest on State bonds whichshall give a higher actual value to bonds held inforeign countries over the same class of bondsheld in this country.

Sec. 10. No money shall be paid out of theState Treasury, except in pursuance of appro-
priations made by law ; and no appropriation
shall ever be made fur the payment ofany debt
or obligation created in the name of the State
of Virginia by the usurped and pretended Stateauthorities assembled at Richmond during thelate war ; and no county, city or corporation shall
levy or collect any tax for the payment of anydebt created for the purpose of aiding any re-bellion against the State or against the UrniedStates.

Sec. 11. On the passage of every act which
imposes, continues, or revives any appropriation
ofpublic or trust money, or property, or re-leases, discharged, or commutes any claim ordemand of the State, the vote shall be determ-
ined by ayes and noes, and the names of the
persons voting for and against the same shall
be entered on the journals of the respectiveHouses, and a majority ofall the memberselect-
ed to each House shall be necessary to give itthe force of a law.

Sec. 12. The credit ofthe State shall not be
granted to or in aid of any person, association
or corporation.

Sec. 13. No scrip, certificate, or other evi-dence of State indebtedness, shall be issued ex-
cept for the redemption ofstock previously is-sued, or for such debtsas are expressly authoriz-
ed in this Constitution.

Sec. 14. The State shall not subscribe to orbecome interested in the stock ofany company,association, or corporation.
Sec. 15. The State shall not be a party to orbecome interested in any work of internal im-

provement, nor engage in carrying on any such
work otherwisethan in the expenditureof grants
to the State of laud or other property.

16. Every law which imposes continues, orrevives a tax, shall distinctly state the tax and
the object to which it is to be be applied, andit shall not be sufficient to refer to any other
law to fix such tax or object.

17. The State shall not assume any in-debtedness ofa county, borough, or city, nor
lend its credit to the same.

Sec. 18. A full account of the State indebt-
edness, and an accurate statement of receipts
and expenditures ofthe public money, shall be
attached to aud published with its laws passed
at every regular session of the General Assem-
bly.

Sec. 19. The General Assembly shall provide
by law for adjusting with the State of West
Virginia the proportion of the public debt of
Virginia proper to be borne by the States of
Virginia and West Virginia, and shall provide
;hat such sum as shall be received from West
Virginia shall be applied to the payment ofthe
public debt of the State.

Sec. 20. No other or greater amount of tax
or revenue shall at any time be levied than may
be required for the necessary expenses ot the
government, or to pay the existing indebtedness
of the State.

Sec. 21 The liability to the State of any in-
corporated company or institution to redeem
he principal and pay the interest of any loan

heretofore made by the State to such company
>r institution shall not be released or couiniut-
cd.

GENERAL PROVISION.
Sec 22 U on deots hereafter contracted it

.nail be lawful to receive any rate of interest
notexceeding twelve percent, per annum, which
may be agreed upon by the parties and be
specified in the bond, note, or other writing evi-
dencing the debt. When there is no such
agreement, the rate of interest shall be six per
centum per annum for the use of every hun-
dred dollars.

ARTICLE XI.
Sec. 1. Every householder or head of afami-

ly shall be entitled, in addition to the articles
now exempt from levy or distress for rent, tohold exempt from levy, seizure, garnisheeing,
or sale, under any execution, order or other
process issued on any demandfor any debt here-
tofore or hereafter contracted, his real and per-
gonal property, or either, including money anddebts due him. whether or hereafteracquiredor contracted, to the value of not ex-
ceeding $2,000, to be selected by him : Provid-
ed, That such exomption shall not extend to
any execution, order, or other process issued on
any demand, in the following cases :

1. For the purchase price of _aid property,
or any part theieof.

2. For services rendered by a laboringperson
or a mechanic.

3. For liabilitiesincurredby any public officer,
or officer of a court, any fiduciary, or any at-
torney at law, for money collected.

4. For a lawful claim for any taxes, levies, or
assessments, accruing after the ??day of ,

1866.
5. For rent hereafter accruing.
6. For the legal or taxable fees of any public

officer, or officer ofa court, hereafter accruing.
Sec. 2. The foregoing section shall not beconstrued as subjecting the property heieby ex-

empted, or any portion thereof, to any lien by
reason of any execution levied on property
which has been subsequently restored to the
defendant, or judgment rendered, or docketed,
on and after the 17th day of April, 1861, and
before the 2d day of March, 1867, for any debt
contracted previous to the 4th day of April,
1865, except debts of the character mentioned
in either of the above six exceptions.

Sec. 3. Nothing contained in this articleshall
be construed to interfere with the sale of the
property aforesaid, or any portion thereof, by
virtue of any mortgage, deed of trust, pledge or
other security thereon.

Sec. 4. The General Assembly is hereby pro-
hibited from passing any law saying the collec-
tion ot debts coin uionl> known as 'stay laws;'
any such law now existing is hereby repealed.
But this section shall not be construed as pro-
hibiting any legislation which the General As-
sembly may deem necessary to fully carry out
the provisionsof this article.

Sec. 5. The General Assembly shall, at its
first session under this Constitution, prescribe
in what manner and on what condition the said
householderor head offamily shall hereafterset
apart and hold for himself and family a home-
stead out ofany property hereby exempted;and
may, in its discretion, determine in what man-
ner and conditions he may thereafter hold, for
the benefit of himself and family, such personal
property as he may have, and coming within
the exemption hereby made. But this section
-hall not be construe .as authorizing the Gen-
eral A.-sembiy to defeat or impair the len fits
intended to be conferred by the provis ons of
ibis arri_ie.

Sec. 6. An act of ihe General Assembly en-
titled "An act to exempt the homesteads of
families fiuin forced .-ales," passed April 29,
1567, is hereby repealed."

CHURCH PROPERTY.
The rights of ecclesiatical bodies in and to

church property conveyed to them by regular
deed of conveyance shall not be affected by the
late civil war, nor by any antecedent or subse-
quent event, nor by any act of the Legislature
purporting to govern the same, but all such
property shall pass to and be held by the partiea
set torth iv the original deedsof conveyance, or
the legal assignees of such original parties hold-
ing through or by conveyance; and any act o_
acts of the Legislature in opposition thereto

lare null and void.
(Concluded on fourth page.)
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