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RATES OF SUBSCRIPTION.

The subscription price of the Spectator is three
dollars per annum. but it may be discharged by
the payment of #wo dollars, it payment be made
before or at the time the subscription for the
year commences. To such as shall send us five
new subscribers and $10, we wiil send the paper
one year gratis : R

When payments are not made strictly in ad-
vance, the regular subscripticn price of three
dollars will be charged. ; -

72 Subscriptions will not be discontinued,
except at the option of the Editor, till all arrear-
ages be paid.

ADVERTISING RATES.
ADVFRTISEMENTS will be inserted at the rate
of One Dollar per Square of Eight Lines or less,
“or the first and 50 cents for eack subsequent in-
Unless the number of insertions be
maked upon the manuasecri

t it will be publish-

ed until forbid and chargeg azcordingly.
3~ Obituaries, Announcements of Candidates

jor Office, Communications calling upon, Advoca-

ting or Upposing Candidates, and all Communi-

sations or Notices of a Personal or Private char-

acter, or intended or calculated to promote any

Private Enterprise or Interest, will be charged for
advertisemen’s.

asSPECXAL Notices will be inserted at double

vertising rates.
Lh}g{ Addrefs—"smnnton Spectator,"” Staunton,

Augusta County, Va.
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Professional Directory.
ESTON A. BAYLOR
R TTORNEY-AT-LAW AND SOLICI-
TOR IN CHANCERY, STAUNTON, VaA.. prac-
tices in all the Courts of Augusta and adjoining
counties.

OrricE—The same formerly occupied by his
father. Col. Geo. Baylor, dec’'d, on Augustast.,
opposite the Court-house. no2l

UHAS. GRATTAN,

ATTORNEY-AT-LAW,
StavuxTON, VA,
Will practice in the Courts of Augusta, Rock-
ingham and Highland.
Office with the Sheriff. no2l1-tf
W,

A S. MAUZY, 3
I&- ATTORNEY-AT-LA
STAUNTON, VA.,
Will practice in the Courts of Augusta, Rock-
ingham, and Highland. < . 3
w@. Prompt attention paid to Collections.
Office witk Wm. A. Pratt. no7-tf

VNEORGE M. HARRISON,
‘J ATTORNRY-AT-LAW,
STAUNTON,
all the Courts holden in Augus-
Courts of the ad-

.

‘Will practice in Cou
ta county, and in the Circuit
joining counties. -
g %gStrict attention given to the collection of
Claims. :
Office—East of Court-house, over Clerk’s of-
fice of Court of Appeals. oc31-tf
. BR. REED.
= HOMEPATHIC PHYSICIAN,
New Brick BUILDIXNG,
Corner of Mamn and Augusta streets,
STAUNTON, VA.
7=~ Entrance on Augusta street.
wR7ILLIAM B. McCHESNEY,
“ ATTORNEY-AT-LAW,
STAUNTON, VA., »
Will practice in the Courts of Augusta. Special
attention given to collecting. :
Office on Augusta street, over G. C. Jackson’s.
july4
. B. P, REESE
. HAS MOVED TO HIS OFFICE
at his residence opposite the Market House, cor-
ner of Frederick and Water Streets.
Ladies will find a private room where they can
consult him at all times.
Patients while under treatment can peocure
board in his family.
june 20—6m

r'l\uo.vms D.

017-3m

RARNSON,
Attorney-at-Law.
STAUNTON, VA,
Offers his professional services in_the Courty
and Circuit Courts of Augusta, and in the Hus-
tings Court and the Court of Appeals held in
Stgunton. Will also prosecute claims elsewhere
through legal correspondents in this and other
States. _may30-ly
8. TRAVERS PHILLIPS. J. FRED. EFFINGER.
ROBERT CRAIG.
HILLIPS, EFFINGER & CRAIG,
ATTORNEYS AND
COUNSELLORS AT LAW,
STAUNTON, VA.,
will practice in all the courts of Augusta, Rock-
bridge, Rockingham, Alleghany and Nelson.
X% Speciul attention given to collecting.

Soldier’s Peunsious.—We will attend to
muking out and forwarding the applications of
Soldiers of the War of 1812, or their w1d(:ws.
for the pension granted by an Act of 41st Con-
o PriLLirs, EFFINGER & CRAIGl

ma23 Attorneys. Staunton, Va.
:& F. BIENKEL
- Va, }
Respecifully tenders his services, in the various
branches of his profession, to the public; and
muy be consulted at any time, at his_office, un-

% less professionally engaged.
Z~SPECIAL ATTENTION GIVEN TO SURGERY.

janl0-1y* i s

AEADE ¥F. WHITE,

Bl Atterney-at-Law,

STAUNTON, VA,
will practice in the Courts of Augusta, Rocking-
ham and Highland.

Refers, by permission, to the Law Faculty of
the University of Virginia.

Offic

d=c 1

e on Court-house alley.

H. M. MATHEWS, ALEX. F. MATHEWS.
AATHEWS & MATHEWS,
bl ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW,
LEWISBURG, WEST VA,
Practice regularly in the Courts of Greenbrier,
Monroe, Pocahontas and Nicholas o mhes{,i .
Va, the Court of Appeals, and the Federal
Courts for the District of W. Va. =
%% Particular attention paid to Collections
and to special cases anvwhere in their State.
mayl7—1y

JOUN B. BALDWIN. GEO. M. COCHRAN, JR.
ALDWEN & COCHRAN,
ATTORNEYS AT LAW,
STAUNTON, VA.,
Will practice in a1l the Courts hotdern in Augus-
ta county. jand—tf
nl{. JAMES JOEINSTON,
DENTIST,
MAIN STREET, Staunton, Va.
Orrice:—Over Cease’s Confectionery Store.

FIRST-CLASS
SEWING MACHINES
$40 FAIR Al'IRlCES.
THE M:LEAN § HOOPER
FElastic Lock-Stitch
Family Sewing Machines.

It requires no extra attachment for Embroid-
ering, Braiding and Gathering. 1t takes the
thread directly trom the sponls, thussaving trou-
ble and economizing time. It requires but one
foot to move the treadle even in sewing the
heaviest fabrics.

1t is made of the BEST STEEL, and at all
points of wear case hardened.

Its chief points of excellence are: Unequalled
simpliun_y, qui.-mcss of uperntiou. ease of man-
sgement, rapidity of execution, non-liability to
drop stitches or break thread, short straight nee-
dle, simplicity of tension, ease of managing it.—
Embroidering by a mere change of spools.

Braiding, Gathering and Embroidering with-
_out attachments.

Send all orders to
HUNTER & CO.,
Staunton, Va.

Tailoring,
AILORIRNG : 'rufnon‘iim. !1-==The
co-partnership heretofore existin
Graves 3&. Sprinklghus been mutuallfd?i?l]szs
and the business will hereafter be conducted by
P. B. Graves alone.

He has reduced his prices for eash, and will do
all kinds of work pertaining to the tailoring busi-
ness, in the very best manner, and at figures so
ow that no one will fail to be satisficd. He has
removel his shop to the room formerly occupied
by Dr. B B. Donaghe as an_office, and invites
all his fitends tmdg the public generally to give

him a call,
¥ %0, P. B. GRAVES

R T

Groceries and Produce.

HARLES C. WHEAT,
(successor to Richardson & Wheat)
COoRNER MAIN AND AUGUSTA STREETS,
STAUNTON, VIRGINIA,

Begs leave to state that he has always on hand a
large and well selected stock of

Family Groeeries.

His stock embraces everything usually found in

a first class grocery, of which he would
only mention the following :

SUGAR, BACON,
COFFEES, LARD,
BUTTER, TEAS,
MOLASSES, EGGS,
SYRUPS, RICE,
FLOUR,
CHEESE,
BROOMS,
LEATHER,
COTTON YARNS,

&e. %e

He is determined to give satisfaction to all who

may need anything in his line of business, and

would ask all those who have not tried him, to
do so before purchasing elsewhere.

28~ Special attention given to the purchase
of Flour for family use.

He would express many thanks to his friends
for the liberal patronage heretofore extended
him, and would ask & continuance of the same.

28~ Remember the place for CHEAP GRO-
CERIES —new Brick Building—corner Main
and Augusta streets. Staunton, Va. : s

N. B.—Mr. James T. Byers is with him

and will be glad to see his friends.
apll

“TANTED—FOR CASH-—
FLOUR,
GRAIN,
PORK,

CLOVERSEED!
Immediate Delivery.

JAMES H. BLACKLEY,
directly opposite the Court-house,

no28 Staunton, Va.

200 **¢
For sale very low for cash.

JAMES H. BLACKLEY,

KS LIVERPOOL SALT,
in prime order,

directly oppesite Court-house,

no28 Staunton, Var

JAMES T. BYERS, HENRY E. SUMMERSON.

. BYERS & SUMMERS®ON,
DEALERS IN

Family ereeries, Country Produce,

FINE CIGARS, :
Chewing and Smoking Tobaccos, §e.

We have opened a new and fall stock in the
room opposite the Court-House, tecently occu-
pied by N. A Baylor & Co,, and it will be our
aim to keep constantly on h:md‘ a choice selec-
tion of goods in our hine. A call is solicited.—
We feel confident we can please.

We have a full ]inn:f;-a]l the different brands
of both cHEWING :u&d S(>'M8¥(I}I:}R§OBACCOB‘ and
very stvle and grade o .
2 Wanted—for Cash.—FLOUR, GRAIN,
BACON, &ec.
“  BYERS & SUMMERSON.

au26-6m
R/ heas Fan !— We have a No. 1 wheat
‘ Fan, such a3 we have been u-ing several
years, and know to be a first rate article—for

le at moderate figures.
Rnu‘:AS—Lf i o BAKER BROS.

EAS.—Prime Gunpowder, Imperial En-
glish Breaktast and Japan Teas for sale by
) CHARLES C. WHEAT,

Corner Main and Augusta streets.

E 5D for sale by

HALIBUT 5'%rs, aen

FROPE, l“{_(‘;pe.'—Awlli sizes for wells, and hay
R forks for sale, and cheap, at
au8 BAKER BROS

offees ! Ceffees.—We have in store, a lot
of Rio Coffee, from good to choice, which
we can offer to country merchants at such figures
as must attract, and induce them’ to buy. Con-
sult your interest and look, before buying, at
au8 BAKER BROS.
IGHEST MARKET PRICE paid for
Flour and Grain, by J. W. UTLEY & CO.,
corner of Augusta and Frederick streets
juld-tf

EAS ! TEAS !—A prime lot of fresh teas,
viz:
No. 1 Gunpowder Tea,
No. 2 Gunpowder Tea,
ilﬁapaf: o, St roceined R0 s aale o4
lack Tea, just received and for sale &
g i RICHA RDSON.
HEESE.—Young America, Pine Aﬁple,
and N. Y. State Cutting Cheese on band
and for sale by CHARLES C. WHEAT.

NLOUK ! FLOURI—A choice supply of
flour always on hand for family use. All
grades and brands kept at
UGARS, (offees, Syrups and _all kinds of
groceries at the very lowest price, by
T is a duty that you owe yourself and family
I to buy your provisions as cheap as possi le
mar30 Augusta street.
P B. HOGE & BRO.,
o
Wholesale and Retail Dealers 1n
Groeeries, Produce and Fertilizers.

RICHARDSON’S.
RICHARDSON, Augusta street.
for the cash—so go to RICHARDSON,
(successors to Hoge & Mason,)

Highest market price in CASH paid for
FLOIlJ es‘)NnEllziﬂAT,pRYE, OATS, CORN, &c.

augd—

] ERS &« PRITCHARD,
]:' > GRAIN AND PRODUCE -

Commission Merehants,
STAUNTON, VIRGINIA.

All of our friends, and the public generally,
who desire good cash prices for Flour, Grain and
other Produce, will find it to their advantage to
ship to our Richmond House—L. Powkgs, 1540
Main street, Richmond, Va. Advances made
on consignments if required.

‘We keep on hand in our large, roomy store,
nearly opposite the Post-office, a full supply of
all kinds of Groceries. Call and see us.

selZ—4m POWERS & PRITCHARD.
IDAKER’S CHOCOLATE, Cox’s Gela-

tine, Vanilla and Lemon Extracts, Para-
fine Wax Candles, for sale by
CHARLES C. WHEAT,
corner Main and Augusta streets.

Y

—No. 1 Potomac new net Herring,
No. 1 - ** gross herring,
Nos. 2 and 8 Mackarel—all warrant-

ed and for sale by CHAS. C. WHEAT.

Flsu,

STAUNTON, VA, TUESDAY, DECEMBER 12, 1871.
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What the Sparrow Chirps.
BY PEA;L_RIVERS.

1 am only a little sparrow,
A bird of low degree;
My life is of little value,
But the dear Lord careth for me.
He gave me a coat of feathers;
It is very plain, 1 know,
‘With never & speck of crimson,
For it was not made for show.

But it keeps me warm in winter,
And it shields me from the rain;
Were it bordered with gold or purple,
Perhaps it would make me vain.

And now that the spring-time cometh,
I will build me a little nest,

‘With many a chirp of pleasure,
In the spot I love the best.

I have no barn or storehouse,
I neither sow nor reap ;

God gives me a sparrow’s portion,
But never a seed to keep.

If my meal is sometimes scanty,
Close picking makes it sweet;

I have always enough to feed me,
And “life is more than meat.”

I know there are many sparrows;
All over the world we are found,

But our Heavenly Father knoweth
‘When one cf us falls to the ground.

Though small, we are never forgotten;
Though weak we are never afraid;
For we know that the dear Lord keepeth

The life of the creatures He made.

I fly through the thickest forest,
I light on many a spray;

I have no chart or compass,
But I never lose my way.

And I fold my wings at twilight,
Wherever I happen to be;

For the Father is always watching,
And no harm will come to me.

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE.

To the Senate and House of Representatives :

To addréssing my third annual message to the
law-making branch of the government, it 1s
gratifying to be able to state that duriog the
past year su-cess has generally attended the ef-
fort to execute all laws found upon the statute
books—the policy has been not to enguire into
the wisdom of the laws already enacted, but to
learn their spirit and intent, and to enferce
them accordingly. ;

The past year has, under a wise Providence,
been one of general prosperity to the nation.
It has, however, been attended with more than
usnal chastisements in the loss of life and pro-
perty by storm and fire. These disasters have
served to call forth the best clements of human
pature in our country, and to develop a friegd-
ship for us on the part of foreign nations which
goes far towards alleviating the distress ocoa-
sioned by these calamities. The beunevolent,
who have so generously shared their means
with the victims of these misfortunes, will reap
their reward in the consciousness of having per-
formed a noble act, and in receiving the grate-
ful thanks of men, women and children, whose
sufferings they have relieved,

The relations of the United States witlkfor-
eign powers continue to be friendly. The'year
has been an eventfu! one in witnessing two great
nations, speaking one language and having one
lineage, settling by peaceful arbitration disputes
of lopg standing, and liable at any time to
bring those nations into bloody and costly con-
flict. An example has thus been set, which, if
successful in its final issue, may be followed by
other civilized nations, and finally be the means
of returning to productive industry, millions of
men now maintained to settle the disputes of
nations by the bayonet and the broadside. I
transmit herewith a copy of the treaty allu-
ded to, which has been concluded, since the ad-
jonrnment of Coogress, with her Britannic
Msjesty, and a copy of the protocols of the
conferences of the commissioners by whom it
was negotiated. This treaty provides methods
for adjusting the questions pending between the
two pations. Various questions are to be ad-
justed by arbitration. 1 recommend Congress
at an early day to make the necessary provision
for the tribnnal at Geneva and for the several
eominissions on the part of the United States
called for by the treaty. His Majesty the King
ot Italy, the President of the Swiss Confedera-
tion, and his Majesty the Emperor of Brazil,
have each consented, on the joint request of
the two powers, to name an arbitrator for the
tribunal at Geneva. I have caused my thanks
to be suitably expressed for the readiness with
which the joint request has been complied with,
by the appointment of gentlemen of eminence
and learning to these important positions. His
Majesty, the Ewperor of Germany, has been
pleased to comply with the joiut request of the
two governments, and has consented to act as
the arbitrator of the disputed water boundary
between the Usited States and Great Britain.
The eontracting parties in the treaty have un-
dertaken to regard as between themselves ger-
tain principles of public law for which the
United States have contended from the com-
mencement of their history. They have also
agreed to bring these principles tc the knowl-
edge of the other maritime powers, and to in-
vite them to accede to them. Negotiations are
going on as to the form of the note by which
the invitation is to be extended to the other
Powers. I recommend the legislation necessa-
ry on the part of the United States to bring in-
10 operation the articles of the. treaty relating
to the fisheries and to other matters touching
the relations of the United States towsrds the
British North American possessions, to become
operative 8o soon as the proper legislation shall
be had on the part of Great Britain and its
possessions. Lt is much to be desired that this
legislation may become operative before the
fishermen of the United States begin to make
their arrangements for the coming season.
have addressed a communication, of which a
copy is transmitted herewith, to the Governors
of New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana,
Michigan, lllivois and Wisconsin, urging upon
the governments of those States, respectively,
the necessary acticn on their part to carry into
effect the object of the article of the treaty
which contemplates the use of the canals on
either side connected with the navigation of the
lakes and rivers forming the boundary on terms
of equality by the iohabitants of both cous-
tries. Lt is hoped that the importance of the
object and the benefits to flow therefrom will
secure the speedy approval and legislative sanc-
tion of the States concerned,

I renew the recommendativa for an appropri-
ation for determining the true position of the
torty ninth paraliel of latitude where it forms
the boundary between the United States and
the British North American possessions be-
tween the lake of the Woods and the summit
ot the Rocky Mountains. The early action of
Congress on this recommendation would put it
in the power of the war department to place a
force in the field durisg the next summer.—
The resuwption of diplomatic relations between
France and Germany have enabled me to give
directions for the withdrawal of” the protection
extended to Germans in I'rance by the diplo-
matic and consular representations of the Uni-
ted States in that country. It is just to add
that the delicate duty of this proiection has
been performed by the minister and the con-
sul-geveral at Paris, and the varicus coasuls 10
France, under the supervision of the latter,
with great kindness, as well as with prudeunce
and tact. Their course has received the com-
mendation of the German government, and has
wounded no susceptibility of the French, The
government of the Kmperor of Gemany con-
tinues to wanifest a hiendly feeling towards
the United States, and 2 desire to harmonize
with the moderate and just policy which this
government maintains in 1ts relations with
Asiatic Powers, as well as with the South
American republics. I have given assurance

[that the friendly feelings of that government
are fully shared by the United States. The
ratification of the consular and naturalization
conventions with the Austro-Hupgarian Em-
pire have been exchanged. [ have been offi-
cially informed of the anunexation of the States
of the Church to the Kingdom of Italy, and
the removal of the capital of that kingdom to
Rome. g

In conformity with the established policy of
the United States I haverecognized this change.
The ratifications of the new treaty of commerce
between the United States and Italy have been
exchanged. The two powers have agreed in
this treaty that private property at sea shall be
exempt from capture in case of war between
the two powers. The Uuited States has spared
no opportunity of incorporating this rule into
the obligation of pations. The Forty-first Con-
gress, at its third session, made an appropria-
tion for the organization of a mized Commis-
sion for adjudicating upon the claims of citizens
of the United States against Spain erowing out
of theinsurrection in Cuba. That Commission
has since been organized. I transmit herewith
the correspondence relating to its formation
and its jurisdiction. It is to be hoped that this
Commission will afford the claimants a com-
plete remedy for their injuries. It has been
made the agreeable duty of the Ubnited States
to preside over a Conference at Washington
between the plenipotentiaries of Spain and the
allied South American republics which has re-
sulted in an armistice, with the reasonable as-
surance of a permanent peace. '

The intimate friendly relations which have so
long existed between the United States and
Russia continue nndisturbed. The visit of the
third son of the Emperor is a proot that there
is no desire on the part of his government to
diminish the cordiality of thoss relations. The
hospitable reception which has been given to
the Grand Duke is a proof that on our side we
share the best wishes of that government. The
inexcusable course of the Russian Minister, at
Washington, rendered it necessary to ask his
re-call, and (o decline to longer receive that
funetiovary as a diplomatic representative. Tt
was impossible, with self respect, or with a just
regard to the dignity of the country, to permit
Mr. Catacazy to continue to hold intercourse
with this government aft: r his personal abuse
of government officials, and during his persis-
tent interference, through varions means, with
the relations boetween the United States and
other powers

In accordance with my wishes, the govern-
ment has been relieved of further intercourse
with Mr. Catacazy, and the management of the
affairs of the Russian legation has passed into
the bands of a gentleman entirely unobjec-
tionable.

With Japan we contirue to maintain intimate
relations. The ecabinet of the Mikado has,
since the close of the last session of Cougress,
selected citizens of the United Sdates to serve
in offices of importance in several departments
of government. I have reason to think that
this selection is due to an appreciation of the
disinterestedness of the policy whieh the Uni-
ted States have pursued towards Japan. It is
our desire to continue to maintain this disinte-
rested and just policy with China as well as
Japan.. The correspondence transmitted here-
with shows that there iz no disposition on the
part of the government t¢ swerve from its es-
tablished course.

Prompted by a desire to put an end to the
barbarous treatment of our ship-wrecked sai-
lors on the Corean coast, | instructed our min-
ister at Pekin to endeavor to conclude a con-
vention with Corea for securing the safety and
humane treatmeat of such marines. Adwiral
Rodgers was insiracted to accompany hiw with
a sufficient force to protect him in case of need.
A small surveying party sent out, on reaching
the coast, was treacherously attacked at a dis-
advantage. Awple opportunity was given for
explanation aod apology for the insult. Neither
came. A force was theu landed.  After an ar-
duouns march, over a rueged and difficult coun-
try, the forts from which the outrages had been
committed were reduced by a gallant assault
and were desiroyed. Having thus punished
the criminals, and having vindicated the honor
of the flag, the expedition returned. Fiuding
it impracticable, under the circumstances, to
conclude the desired conveantion, I respectfully
refer to the correspondence relating thereto,
herewith submitted, and leave the subjeet for
sueh action as Congress way see hest to take.

ic of Mezxico has not yet repealed
ivnable laws establishiog what 1s
known as ithe “'free zone on the frontier of
the Uvited States. 1t is hoped that this may
yet be done, and also that more stringent meas-
ures way be taken by that republie for restrain-
ing lawless persons on its frontiers. I hope
that Mexgico, by its own action, will soon relieve
this government of the difficuities experienced
from these causes.

Qur relations with th. various republies of
Central and South America contioue, with one
exception, to be cordial aud friendly.

1 recommend sowe acrion of Covgress regard-
ing the overdue iustalments under the award
of the Venzuelan Claims Commission of 1866.
The interval dissensious of this government
prescnt no justification for the absence of effort
to meet their solemn treaty obligations,

The ratification of an extradidon treaty with
Nicaragua has been exchanged.

It is a sabject for cungratulation that the
great Bmpire of Brazil has taken the 1nitiatory
step towards the abolition of slavery. Our re-
lations with that Empire, always cordial, will
paturally be made wmore so by this aet. Icis
not too much to hope that the governwent of
Brazil may hereafter find it for its interest as
well as intrinsicaliy right to advance toward en-
tire emancipation more rapidly than the present
act contemplates. ! ;
The true prosperity and greatness of a nation
is to be tound in the elevation and education of
its laborers. [t is a subject for regret that the
reforms in this direction, which were volunta-
rily promised by the statesinen of Spain, have
not been carried cut in its West India eolonies,
The laws and regulations for the apparent abo-
lition of slavery in Cuba and Porto Rico leave
most of the laborers in bondage, with no Lope
of release, uutii their lives become a burden to
their employers. I desire to direct your atten-
tion to the fact, that citizens of the United
States, cr persous claiming to be citizens of the
United States, are large holders in foreign lands
of this species of property, forbidden by the
fundamental law of their alleged country. I
recommend to Congress to prowdq. by stringent
legislation, a suitable remedy agaiost the bold-
ing, owning or dealingin slaves, or being inter-
ested in slave property in foreign lands, either
as owaoers, hirers or mortgages, by citizens ot
the United States. :

1t is to be regretted that the disturbed condi-
tion of the Island of Cuba continues to be a
source of annoyance and of anxiety. The ex-
istence of a protracted struggle in such close
proxiwity to our own territory, Without appa-
rent prospect of an early termination, cannot
be other than au object of eoncern to p.ople
who, while abstaining fromn interference in the
affairs of otber powers, naturally desire to see
every country io the undisturbed enjoyment of
peace, liberty, and the blessivgs of tree institu-
tions. - Qur naval commanders in Caban waters
have been instructed, in case it should beecome
necessary, to spare no effurc to proteet the lives
and property of bona fide American citizeus,
and to maintain the digoity of the flag. Lt is
hoped that all pending questions with Spain,
growiog out of the affairs in Cuba, may be ad-
justed 1o the spirit of peace and couciliation,
which has hitherto guided the two powers in
their treatinent of such questions.

To give importance aud to add to the effi-
cieney of our diplomatic relations with Japan
and China, and to further aid in retaining the
good opinicn of these people, and to secure to
the United S:ates its share of the commerce
destined to flow between those nations and the
balauce of the commercial world, Uearaestly re-
commend that an appropriation be made to
support at least four American youths in each
of those countries to serve as a part.of the offi-
cial family ot our winisters there. Oar repre-
sentatives would not even then be placed upon

an equality with the representatives of Great
Britain and of some other powers. As now
situated our representatives in Japan and China
have to depend for interpreters and translators
upon natives of those countries who know our
language imperlectly, or procure for the oceca-
sion the services of employees of foreign busi-
ness houses or the interpreters to other foreign
ministers. I would also recommend liberal
measures for the purpose of supporting the
American lines of steamers now plying between
San Francisco and Japan and China and the
Australian line—almost our only remaining
lines of ocean steamers—and of inereasing their
subsidies. :

The pational debt has been reduced to the
extent of eighty-six millions fifty-seven thou-
sand one hundred and twenty-six dollars and
eighty cents during the year, and by the nego-
tiation of pational bonds at a lower rate of in-
terest the interest on the public debt has been
so diminished that now the sum to be raised for
the interest account is nearly seventeea million
dollars less than on the 1st of March, 1869. It
was highly desirable that this rapid dimioution
should take place both to strengthen the credit
of the country and to convince its citizens of
their entire uhility to meet every dollar of lia-
bility without bankrupting them ; but in view
of the accomplishment of these desirable ends,
of the rapid development of the resources of
the country, its increasing ability to meet large
demands and the amount already paid, it is not
desirable that the present resources of the coun-
try should continue to be tazed in order to con-
tinue this rapid payment. I, therefore, recom-
mend 2 modification of both the tariff and in-
ternal tax laws, I recommend that all taxes
from internal sources be abolished, except those
collected from spirituous, vinous, and wmals
liquors, tobacco in its various forms and from
stamps.

In readjusting the tariff, I suggest that a care-
ful estimate be made of the amount of surplus
revenue collected under the present laws after
providiag for the current expenses of the gov-
ernment, the interest account, and a sinking
fund, and that this surplus be reduced in such
a manner as to afford the greatest relief to the
greatest number. There are many articles not
produced at home, but which enter largely into
general consumption through articles which are
manufactured at'home, such as medicines com-
pounded, &2., from which very little revenue
is derived, but which enter into general use.—
All such articles I recommend to be placed on
the ‘free list.”” Should a further reduection
prove advisable, I would then recommend that
it be made upon those articles which can best
hear it without disturbing home produection, or
reducing the wages of Awmerican labor. have
not entered into figures, because to do so would
be to repeat what will be laid before you in the
report of the Secretary of the Treasury.

The present laws for collecting the revenue
pay collectors of customs small salaries, but
provide for moieties, shares in all seizures,
which at principal ports of eniry particularly,
raise the compensation of these officials to a
large sum. It has always seemed to me as it
this system must at times work perniciously.—
It holds out an inducement to dishonest men,
should such get possession of those offices, to
be lax in their scrutiny of goods entered to_en-
able them finally to make large seizures. Your
attention is respectfully invited to this subject.
Continued flactuations in the value of gold,
as compared with the national currency, has a
most damaging effect upon the increase andde-
velopment of the country in keeping up prices
of all artices necessary in every day life. It
fosters a species of gambling prejudicial alike to
pational morals and the naiional finances If
the question can be met as to how to give a fized
value to our curreuncy, that value constantly and
uniformly approaching par with specie, a very
desirable end will be gained.

For the operations of the army in the past
year, the expense of maintainiang ir, the esti-
mates for the ensuing year, aud for coatinuing
sea coast and other improvements, condacted
under the supervision of the War Department,
I refer you to the accompanying repert of the
Secretary of War.

I call your attention to the provisions of the
act of Congress approved March 3, 1869, which
discontinues prowotica in the staff corps of the
army uatil provided for by law. I recommend
that the number of officers in each grade in the
staff corps be tixed, and that whenever the num-
ber in any one grade falis below the number so
fized that the vacancy may be filled by promo-
tion from the grade below. [ also recommend
that when the office of chief of a corps becomes
vacant, the place may be filled by selection from
the corps in which the vacancy exists.

The report of the Secretary of the Navy shows
an improvement in the number and efficiency
of the naval force, without maierial increase in
the expense of supperting it. This is due to
the policy which has been adopted, and is being
extended as fast as our material will admit, of
using smaller vessels as crui=ers on the several
stations. By this means we have been enabled
to occupy at once a large extent of cruising
ground, to visit more frequeatly the posis where
the presence of our flag 1s desirable, and gen-
erally to discharge more efficieutly the appro-
priate duties of the navy in time of peace, with-
out exceeding the number of men or the expendi-
ture authorized by law.

Daring the past year the navy has, in addi-
tion to its regular service, supplied the men and
officers for the vessels of the coast survey, and
has completed the surveys autherized by Con-
gress of the Isthmus of Darien and Tebaunte-
pec, and under like authority has scut out an
expedition completely furnished aud equipped
to explore the unknown ocean of the North.
Tbe suggestions of the report as to the ne-
cessity for increasing and improving the mate-
rial of the pavy and the plan recommended for
reducing the personnel oi the service to a peace
standard, by the gradual abolition of certain
grades of officers, the reduction of others, and
the employment of some in the service of the
commercial marine, are well cousidered and de-
serve the thoughttul attention of Congress.

I also recommend that all promotions in the
navy above the rank of captain be by selection
instead of by seniority. This course will secure
in the higher grades greater efficiency and hold
out an ineentive to young officers to improve
themselves in the knowledge of their profession.
The present cost of maiataining the navy, its
cost compared with that of the preceding year,
and the estimates for the ensuing year, are
contained in the accompanying report of the
Secretary of the Navy.

The enlarged receipts of the Postoffice De-
partment, as shown by the accompanyiog report
of the Postmaster General, exhibits a gratity-
ing increase in that brauch of the public service.
[t is the index of the growth of education and
of the prosperity of the people—elements high-
}y conducive to the vigor and stability of repub-
1cs,

With a vast territory like ours, much of it
sparsely popuiated, but all requiring the ser-
vices of the mail, it is not at present to be ex-
pected that this department can be made self-
sustaining ; but a gradual approach to this end,
from year to year, is confidently relicd on, and
the day is not far distaot when the Postoffice
Department of the government will prove a
wuch greater blessing to the whole people than
it is now. The suggestions of the Postmaster
General for improvements in the department
presided over by him are earnestly recommend-
ed to your special atteantion. Especially do I
recommend favorable consideraiion of the plan
for uniting the telegraphic system of the United
States with the postal system.

It is helieved that by such a course the eost of
telegraphiog could be wuch reduced, and the
service as well, if not better rendered. It would
secure the further advantage of extendiog the
telegraph through portions of the eountry
where private enterprise will not construet it.
Commeree, trade, and, above all, the efforts to
bring 2 people widely separated iato a commu-
vity of luterest, are always benefited by a rapid
intereommunication. Kducation, the ground-
work of republican institutions, is encouraged
by increasing the facilities to gather news from
all parts of the country. The desire toreap the
benefit of such improvements will stimulate

education )

I refer you to the report of the Postmaster-
General for full details of the operations of last
year, and for comparative statements of results
with former years.

There has been imposed upon the Exzecutive
branch of the government the execution of the
act of Congress approved April 20, 1871, and
commonly known as the Ku-Klux law, in a por-
tion of the State of South Carolina. The ne-
cessity of the course pursued will be demonstrat-
ed by the report of the committee to investi-
gate Southern outrages. Under the provisions
of the above act, I issued a proclamation eallicg
the attention of the people of the United States
to the same, and declaring my relactanes to ex-
ercise any of the extraordinary powers thereby
conferred upon me, except in case of imperative
necessity, but making known my purpose to
exercise such powers whenever it should become
necessary to do so for the purpose of securing
to all citizens of the United States the peaceful
evjoyment of the rights gnaranteed to them by
the Constitution and the laws.

Afier the passage of this law, information
was received from time to time that combina-
tions of the character referred to in this law ex-
isted, aud were powerful in many parts of the
Southern States, particalarly in certain counties
in the State of South Carolina. Careful inves-
tigation was made, and it was ascertained that
in nine counties in that State such combinations
were active and powerful, embraciog a sufficient
portion of the citizens to control the local au-
thority, and having, among other things, the
object of depriving the emancipated class of the
substantial benefits of freedom and of prevent-
ing the free political action of those eitizens who
did not sympathize with their own views. A-
mong their operations were frequent seourgings
and occasional assassinations, generally perpe-
trated at night by disguised perscns,—the vie-
tims in almost all cases being citizens of different
political sentiments from their own, or freed
persons, who bad shown a disposition to claim
equal rights with other citizens. Thousands of
inoffensive and well-disposed citizens were the
sufferers by this lawless violence.

Thereupon, on the 12¢h of October, 1871, a
proclamation was issued in terms of the law,
caliing upon the members of these combinations
to disperse within five days and to deliver to
the marshal or military officers of the United
States all arms, ammunition, uniforms,disguises,
and other means and implements used by them
for carryiog out their unlawiul purposes. This
warning not having been heeded, on the 17th
of October another proclamation was issued
suspesding the privileges of the writ of habeas
corpus in pine counties in that State.

Direction was given that within the counties
80 designated, persons supposed, upon credita-
ble infurmation, to be members of such unlaw-
ful combinations, should be arrested by the mili-
tary forces of the United States and delivered
to the marshal to be dealt with according to law.
In two of said counties ( York and Spartanburg)
many arrests have been made. At the lasg ac-
count the number of perscus thus arrested was
one bundred and sixty-eight. Several hundred,
whose criminality was ascertained to be of an
inferior degree, were released for the present.
These have generaily made confession of
their guilt. Great caution has been exercised
io making these arrests, and notwithstanding
the large number, it is believed that no inno-
cent person is now in custody. The prisoners
will be held for regular trial in the judicial tri-
bupals of the United States. As soon as it
appeared that the authorities of the United
States were about to take vigorous measures to
enforee the law, many persons absconded, and
there is good grouad for supposing that all of
such persons have violated the law. A full re-
port of what has beea done under this law will
be submitted to Congress by the Attorney-
General.

In Utah there stiil remaios a remnant of bar-
barism repugnant to civilization, to decency,
and to the laws of the United States. Terri-
torial officers, however, have been found who
are willing to perform their duty in a spirit of
equity aond with a due sense of sustaining the
majesty of the law. Neither polygamy nor
any other violation of existing statutes will be
permitted within the territory of the United
States. It i= not with the religion of the self-
styled saints that we are now dealing, bat with
their practices. They will be protecied in the
worship of (rod according to the dictates of
their consciences, but they will not be permit-
ted to violate the laws under the cloak of re-
ligios. It may be advisable for Congress to
consider what, in the execution of the laws
against polygamy, is to be the status of plaral
wives ard their offspricg.

The propriety of Congress passing an ep-
abling act authorizing the territorial legislature
of Utah to legitimize all children bora prior to
a time fizxed in the act might be justified by its
humanity to these innocent children. Thisisa
suggestion only, and not a recommendation.
The policy pursued towards the Indians has
resulted favorably, so far as can be judged
from the limited time during which it has been
in operation. Trrough the exertions of the
various societies of Christians, to whom has
been entrusied the execution of the poliey,
and the board of commissioners authorized by
the law of April 10, 1869, many tribes of Ia-
dians have been induced o settle wpon reser-
vations, to cultivate the soil, to perform pro-
ductive labor of various kinds, and to partial-
ly accept civilization. They are being cared
forin such 2 way, it is hoped, as to induce
those still pursuing their old habits of life to
embrace the only cpportuaity which is left
them to avoid extermigcaticn. 1 recommend
liberal appropriations to carry out the Iodian
peace policy, not only because it is humane,
Christian-like and economical, but because itis
right.

gl recommend to your favorable consideration
also the policy of granting a territorial govern-
ment to Indians ia the Iudian territory west of
Arkansas aod Missouri and south of Kansas.
I1n doing so every right guarantied to the Indi-
ans by treaty should be secured. Such a course
might in time be the means of collecting most
of the Indians now between the Missouri and
the Pacific and south of the British possessioas
into one territory or oue State. The Secretary
of the Interior has treated upon the subject at
length, and I commend to you his sugeestions
1 renew my recommendation that the public
lands be regarded as a heritage to our children,
to be disposed of oaly as required for occupa-
tion, and to actual settlers. Those already
granted have been in great part disposed of in
such a way as to secure access to the balance by
the hardy settler who may wish to avail him-
self of them. But caution should be exercised
even in attaining so desirable an object.
Educational interests may well be served by
the grant of the proceeds of the sale of public
lands to settlers. I d. not wish to be under-
stood as recommending, in the least degree,
a curtailment of what is being doue by the gen-
eral goverament for the encouragement of ed-
uecation.

The report of the Seeretary of the Interior,
submitted with this, will give you all the infor-
mation collected and prepared for publication
in regard to the census taken during the year
1870, the operations of the Burean of Educa-
tion for the year, the Patent office, the Peasion
office, the Land office, and the [ndian Barean.

The report of the Commissioner of Agricul-
ture gives the operations of his department for
the year. As agriculture is the ground-work
of our prosperity, too much importaace can-
not be attached to the labors of this depart-
ment. It isin the hands of an able head, with
able assistants, all zealously devoted to intro-
ducing into the agriculturai production of the
pation ail useful produects adapted to any of
the various climates and soils of our vast terri-
tory, and to giving all useful informatiop as to
the method of cultivating the plants, cereals,
and other products adapted to particular local-
ities. Quietly but surely the Agricultaral Bu-
reau is working a great material good, and if
liberally supported, the more widely its influ-
ence will be extended and the less dependent
we shall be upon the products of foreiga coun-
tries,

The subject of compensation to the heads of
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Bareaus and officials holding positions of re-
spousibility, and requiricg ability and character
to fill properly, is one to which your attention
is invited. But few of the officials receive a
compensation equal to the respectable support
of a family, while their duties are such as to
involve millions of interest. In private life
services demand compensation equal to the ser-
vices rendered,_and wise economy would dictate
the same rale in the government service. I
have not given the estimate for the support of
government for the edsuing year, nor the com-
parative statement between the expenditures
for the yearjust passed and the one just pre-

ceding, because all these figares are contained

in the accompanying reports, or in thoss pre-

sented direetly to Congress. These estimates

have my approval.

More than six years having elapsed since the
last hostile gun was fired between the armies
then arrayed against each other—one for the
perpetuation, the other for the destruction of
the Union—it may well be considered whether
it is not now time that the disabilities imposed
by the X1Vth amendment shouid be removed.
That amendment does not exclude the ballot,
but on'y imposes the disability to hold offices
upon certain classes. When the purity of the
ballot is secure, majorities are sure to elect of-
ficers reflecting the views of the majority.
do not see the advantage or propriety of ex-
cluding men from office, merely because they
were, before the rebellion, of standing and char-
acter sufficient to be elected to positions requir-
ing them to take oaths to sapport the consti-
tution, and admitting to eligibility those enter
taining precisely the same views, but of less
standing in their communities.

It may be said that the former violated an
oath, while the latter did not. The latter did
not have the power to do so. If they had ta-
ken this oath, it cannot be doubted they would
have broken it as did the former eclass, If
there are any great criminals distinguished a-
bove all others, for the part they took in opposi-
tion to the governmext, they might, in the judg-
ment of Congress, be excluded from such an
amnesty. This subject is submitted for your
careful consideration.

The condition of the Southern States is, un-
happily, not such as all true patriotic citizens
would like to see. Social ostracism for opin-
ion’s sake, personal violence, or threats to-
wards persons entertaining political views op-
posed to those entertained by the majority of
the old citizens, prevents immigration and the
flow of much-needed capital into the States
lately in rebellion. It will be a happy condi-
tion of the country when the old eitizens of
these States will take an interest in public af-
fairs, promulgate ideas honestly eatertained,
vote for men represesting their views and tol-
erate the same freedom of expression and bal-
lot in those entertaining different political con-
victions,

Under thg provisions of the act of Congress
approved February 2lIst, 1871, a territorial
government was organized in the District of
Columbia. Its results have thus far fully re-
alized the expectations of its advocates. Ua-
der the direction of the territorial officers a
system of improvement has been inaugurated
by means of which Washington is rapidly be-
cowing a city worthy of the nation’s capital. —
The citizens of the District have voluntarily
taxed themselves to a large amount for the
purpose of coatributing to the adornment of
the seat of goverament. I recommend liberal
appropriations ou the part of Congress, in or-
der that the government may bear its just share
of the expense of carrying out a judicious sys-
tem of improvements.

By the great fire in Chicago, the most im-
poriant of the government buildings in that
city were consumed. Those burned had al-
ready become inadequate to the wants of the
government in that growiog city, and, lookin
to the near future, were totally inadequate.
recommend, therefore, that an appropriation
be made immediately to purchase the remain-
der of the square on which the burned build-
ings stood, provided it can be parchased at a
fair valuation, or provided that the Legislature
of Illinois wiil pass a law authorizing its con-
demuation for government purposes; and also
an appropriation of as much money as can
properly be expended towards the erection of
new buildings during the nexst fiseal year.

The nuwber of immigrants, ignorant of our
laws, habits, &e., coming into our country an-
nowily, has become so great, and the imposi-
tions praciiced upon them so numerous and fla-
grauot, that I suggest Congressional action for
their protection. It seems to me a fair subject
of legislation by Congress. [ cannot now state
as fully as I desire the nature of the com-
plaints made by immigracts of the treatment
they receive, but will endeavor to do so during
the session of Congress, particularly if the sub-
jeet shoulid receive your attention.

It has been the aim of the administration to
enforee hosesty and efficiency in all pablic offi-
ces. Kvery public servant who has violated
the trast placed in him, has been proceeded
against with aii the rigor of the law. 1f bad
men ha sared places, it has been the faalt
of the s 1 established by law and custom
for making appointments, or the fault of those
who recommend for government positions per-
sons not sufficiently well known to them per-
sonally, or who give letters endorsing the char-
acters of office-seekers, without a proper sense
of the grave responsibility which such a course
devolves upon them. A civil service reform,
which can correct this abuse, is much desired,
In mercantile pursuits the business man who
gives a lettet of recommecdation to a friend to
enable him to obtaia eredit frm a stranger, is
regarded as morally responsible for the integri-
ty of his friend and his ability to meet his ob-
ligations. A reformatory law which would en-
foree this principle against all endorsers of per-
sons for publie place wou!d insure great cau-
tion in making recomwendations. A salntary
lesson has been taugbt the careless and the
dishonest public servant in the great number
of prosecutions and convictions of the last two
years,

It is gratifying to notice the favorable change
which is taking place throughout the country
in bringing to punishment those who have
proven recreant to the trusts confided to them,
and in elevating to publie office nore but those
who possess the confidence of the honest and
the virtuous, who, it will always be found, com-
prise the majority of the community in which
they live.

In my message to Congress one year ago, 1
urgently recommended a reform in the civil
service of the comntry. In conformity with
that recommendation, Congress, in the nioth
seetion of ‘‘an act making appropriations for
sundry civil expenses of the government and
for other purposes,’’ approved March 3d, 1871,
gave the necessary authority to the Executive
to inaugurate a civil service reform, and placed
upon I the power of doing so. Uader the
authority of said act, I convened a board of
gentlemen, eminently qualified tor the work,
to devise rules and regulations to effect the
needed reform. Their labors are not yet com-
plete, bat it is believed that they will succeed
in devising a plan which can be adopted to the
great reliet of the Esecative, the heads of de-
partments and Members of Congress, and
which will redound to the true interests of the
public service. At all events the experiment
shall have a fair trial. - I have thus hastily
summed up the operatioas of the government
duriog the last year, and wmade such sugges-
tiors as occur to me to be proper for your con-
sideration. I submit them with a confidence
that your combined action will be wise, states-
mavlike, and in the best interesis of the whole
country. U. 8. GraNT.
Ezecutive Mansion, December 4:h, 1871,

A little boy had lived for some time with a
penurious unc'e. The latter was one day walk-
ing out, with the child by his side, when a friend,
accompacicd by a grayhound, addressed him.
The little fellow never having seen a dog of so
slim and slight a texture, clasped the creature
around the neck, with the impassioned ery,
*Oh, doggie! doggie! do you live with your
unele, too, that you are sothin?"’

The latest things out—cats on the back shed.,




