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RATES OF SUBSCRIPTION.
The subscription price of the Spectator is three

dollars per annum. Dut it may be discharged by
the payment of two dollars, it payment be made
before or at the time the subscription for the
year commences. To _uch as shall send us five
new subscribers and $10, we wiii send the paper
one year gratis.When payments are not made strictly in ad-
vance, the regular subscription price of three
dollars will be charged.

\u25a0$&* Subscriptions will not be discontinued,
except at the option of the Editor, till all arrear-
ages be paid.

ADVERTISING RATES.
Advertisements will be inserted at the rate

oi One Dollar per Square of Eight Lines or less,
\u25a0~br the first and 60 cents for each subsequent in-
sertion. Unless the number of insertions be
[naked upon the manuscript it will be publish-
ed until forbid and charged accordingly.

.___""? Obituaries, Announcements of Candidates
for Office, Communications calling upon, Advoca-
ting or Opposing Candidates, and all Communi-
cations or Notices of a Personal or Private char-
acter, or intended or calculated to promote any
Private Enterprise or Interest, will be chargedfor
as advertisements.

Special Notices will be inserted a double
.he advertising rates.

Address?"Staunton Spectator," Staunton,
_,_teusta County, Va.

Professional Directory.

MEADE F. WHITE,
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW,

STAUNTON, VA.,
will practice in the Courts of Augusta, Rock-
ingham and Highland.

Refers, by permission, to the Law Faculty of
the University of Virginia.

OfEce.on Court-house alley. feb 6ly
*DH_ifdi A. BAYLOR,r ATTORNEY-AT-LAW AND SOLICI-
TOR IN CHANCERY, Staunton, Va., prac-
tices in all the Courts of Augusta and adjoining
counties.

Office?The same formerly occupied by his
father, Col. Geo. Baylor, dec'd, on Augusta st,
opposite the Court-house. no2l

(.HAS. G__M.T-._kW,
J ATTORNEY-A T-LA W,

Staunton, Va.,
Will practice in the Courts of Augusta, Rock-

ingham and Highland.
Office with the Sheriff. no2l-tf

sTmauzy,
a ttorney-at-la w,

Staunton, Va.,
Will practice in the Courts of Augusta, Rock-
ingham, and Highland.

__Sw Prompt attention paid to Collections.
Office with Wm- A. Pratt. no.-tf

GE ORGE M. HARRISON,
ATTORNEY-AT-LA W,

STAUNTON,
Will practice in all the Courts holden in Augus-
ta county, and in the Circuit Courts of the ad-
joining counties.

__U Strict attention given to the collection of
Claims.

Office?East of Court-house, over Clerk's of-
fice of Court of Appeals. oc3l-tf

Tf ATTORNEY-AT-LAW,
Staunton, Va.,

Will practice in the Courts of Augusta. Special
attention given to collecting.

Office on Augusta street, over G. C. Jackson's.
july4

fg.UOMAS D. RANSON,
Attoroey-at-Law.

STAUNTON, VA.,
Offers his professional services in the County
and Circuit Courts of Augusta, and in the Hus-
tings Court and the Court of Appeals held in

Will also prosecute claims elsewhere
through legal correspondents in this and other
States. may3o-ly

H. M. MATHEWS. ALEX. F. MATHEWS.

MATHEWS A- MATHEWS,
ATTO_RNEYS-AT-LAW,

jlewisbueq,West Va.,
Practice regularly in the Courts of Greenbrier,
Monroe, Pocahontas and Nicholas counties, W.
Va, the Court of Appeals, and the Federal
Jourts for the District of W. Va.

___. Particular attention paid to Collections
and to special cases anywhere in their State.

maylT? ly
OHN B. BALDWIN. GEO. M. COCHKAJS, JR.

BALDWIN «& COCHRAN,
ATTORNEYS AT LAW,

Staunton, Va.,
Will practice in all the Courts holden in Augus-
.a county; jan4?tf
r_-L "JAMES JOHNSTON,| j) DENTIST,

Main Street, Staunton, Va.
Office:?Over Cease's Confectionery Store.
dec2l?tf

FIISST- CLASS

SEWING MACHINES
§4:0 FAIR "PRICES. $40

THE McLEAN f HOOPER
Elastic Ijock-Slitch

Family Sewing Machines.
It requires no extra attachment for Embroid-

ering, "Braiding and Gathering. It takes the
thread directly from the spools, thus saving trou-
ble and economizing time. It requires but one
foot to move tho treadle even in sewing the
ncaviest fabric?.
It is made of the BEST STEEL, and at all

points of wear case hardened.
Its chief points of excellence are: Unequalled

simplicity, quietness of operation, ease of man-
agement, rapidity of execution, non-liability to
drop stitches or break thread, short straight nee-
dle, simplicity of tension, ease of managing it.?
Embroidering by a mere change of spools.

Braiding, Gathering and Embroidering with-
Dut attachments.

Send all orders to
HUNTER & CO.,

ses Staunton, Va.

Livery.

1 __./,-__ Livery Stables, 10/.*.STAUNTON, VIRGINIA.
In entering upon the new year, the subscriber

has had his new stables arranged for the accom-
modation of his growing custom, and calls the
particular attention of his friends and the public
to his unusual facilities for carrying on his Liv-
ery on an enlarged scale.

His stables are eniirely new, the floor, adapted
to the comfort o. horses, and his sheds fitted up
for the protection of vehicles from the weather.He wishes to remind the public that his com-
plete outfit of new

Buggies, Phaetons, Carriages,
Hack., «fee,in neatness and ease of moving, are not to be

equaled by any Livery in the Valley.
He can accommodate persons with superior ri-

ding and driving horses?either gentle or fast.
Horses fed and boarded on liberal terms.The fumou* hc.tler, Tom Bethel, is in gen-

eral charge of the stables.
J"-.*- Office near the bridge? new building.ja9-tf Ed. BURKE.

AMERICAN HOTEL TT _\u25a0_______Livery Stabies, JfeggfiL
Staunton, Va., JNT-tirW^

JOHN O'TOOLE, Proprietor.
My stables are constantly supplied with ele-

_" athor.es, carriages, buggies, hacks, &c, whichW
>..' c furn'shed to my patrons on most reason-»Weterm.. Also good and reliable drivers sup-plied if desired. I can furnish livery equal, if

not superior, to that of any other stable in the-ftT_h_ VBmo * trial and'l will guarantee sat-t_a john^toole.

CAS_Ts__orl_ !Aought at the late low .___"sh oldfor cash only. No goods sold on credit fo-allare marked at cash prices. Ladies' X. iof everystyle and grade. Men*l and _w g°° d8in great variety. a wear
In Curtains, White Goods, Laces, Linenssiery Gloves Trimmings and Small Good!enough in grade and prices to please all.Those who wish to use their money at it* fullvalue can do so at my store. Orders solicitedand carefully filled at cash rates, for I wiii notsell on credit. F. M. YOUNGmayo

Catalogues or School Books, etc.,sent on application, by
, ~

J. COWAN, bookseller,Be6_tl New street, Staunton.

Groceries, &c.

C. A. RICHARDSON,
(late of Richardson & Wheat),

New Building, Augusta Street,
immediately opposite Spitler & Hunter, and

next door to Valley Virginian office,

STAUNTON, VIRGINIA.

Having again gone into the Grocery Dusiness,
in connection with my Flour and Produce trade,
I can sell choice Family Groceries cheaper
than they can be bought in the town.

Having purchased a stock of Staple Groceries
at the lowest cash rates, I will sell them upon a
small profit.

My present stock consists in uart of the fol-
lowing choice and selected goods:
SALT, EGGS,

RICE, LARD,
SUGARS, TEAS,

SYRUPS, PISH,
CHEESE, BACON,

COFFEES, BUTTER,
MOLASSES,

MEAL, FLOUR,
BUCKETS, SOAPS,
TOBACCOS, SPICES,
COTTON YARNS, BROOMS,

ESSENCES, &c.

I am determined to sell at the lowest CASH
RATES. My motto is quick sales and small
profits All goods sold are warranted in every
respect as represented.

Satisfaction will be rendered to one and all?
do not fail to call and see me.

Imake a specialty of FLOUR?BUYING and
SELLING all brands and grades?a choice stock
of flour always on hand for family use. All
flour sold warranted as represented.

I tender my thanks to all my friends and pa-
trons who have stood by me so continually and
well for the past five years. I tell them now
that I am started again and will deal with them
as fairly and as liberally as ever. Come one?
come all, and give me a trial again.

Be sure to remember the place for the
cheapest groceries?new brick building on Au-
gusta street, next door to the Valley Virginian
office, and immediately opposite Spitler & Hun-
ter and H. A. Glenn & Co.

N. B.?l am not on the corner of Main and
Augusta streets as formerly, but in the rear part
of the new building, in the store room recently
occupied by Messrs. P. B. & P. A. Sublett.

may30
___

,

TO HOUSE-KEEPERS.? You will save
money by buying goods in my line from

me. Ikeep none but the Dest and warrant sat-
isfaction.

Coffee?green and toasted;
Tea, that is tea;l
Sugars, of all kinds ;

Jj Molasses, Vinegar, f£
? Flour ?best grade; _\g All kinds Crackers, j*

Cheese and Macaroni,
Lard, Bacon, Rice, ,*

_* Candles, Soaps, .

m Canned M
m Tomatoes. Peaches, Corn, m

Matches, Brooms, Waiters, *»
\u25a0 Looking Glasses, Baskets,

Buckets, and the largest
Stock of Queensware
In the Valley.

Buys and sells all kinds of Country Produce.
des

NEW STORE and CHEAP GOODS
on the corner of Augusta and Frederick

streets.?l am now receiving a large stock of
new staple goods, consisting of cotton goods,
calicoes, plaid cotton, ginghams, bleach cottons,
also heavy woolen and tweed goods, boots, shoes,
hats, &c,' queensware, crockery, tinware, wood-
enware, also a large stock of groceries, all of
which I will sell at low figures for cash or ex-
changed for all kinds of produce. Cash will be
paid for flour, wheat, corn, oats, &c. The farm-
ers and everybody will do well to give me a call
before selling or buying elsewhere.

gel 9J.A. LOGAN.

N~ ElfGM?__¥¥SfOßE.-J. W. tit-
ley & Co., dealers in Choice Family Gro-

ceries, Bagbv's new building, Frederick street,
Staunton, Va., respectfully inform their friends
and tho public that they have in store a choice
stock of sugars, coffees, teas, bacon, larc_, soap,
candles, fish, salt, molasses, tobacco, plaster,
brooms, buckets, shoes, &c, and, in fact? every-
thing usually found in a first-class grocerystore.

Cash paid for country produce, or goods given

in exchange at market prices. They are pre-
pared to supply families with anything in the
grocery line at very low prices for cash.

sep6 ______?_-

* . REEN PEAS "DRIED"IT for sale at
R. P. SEARS, agent.

UNPOWDER SHOT AND CAPS
for sale at

R. P. SEARS, agent.

A
-

XEE GREESE
for sale at

R. D. SEARS, agent.

FOR C3OUNTRY-MADE "WOODEN
WARE call on

R. P. SEARS, agent.

APrimeXot oi*Dried Beefaud New
Mackerel just received by

R. D. SEARS, agent.

ITtorlbr. Co sen's Celebrated Horse
" Powders, cull on
Feb 20 R. P. SEARS, agent.

6%Tkf\ SACKS LIVEBPOOLSALT,'
.51J .J in prime order, \

For sale very low for cash.

JAMES H. BLACKLEY,

directly opposite Court-house, j
no2B Staunton, Va-

IgHEST MARKET PRlCEpaid for
Flour and Grain, by J. W. UTLEY & CO.,

corner of Augusta and Frederick streets.
julo-tf

ZEEL'S Ammoniated Bone Super
PHOSPHATE.?We. have just received a

full supply of this justly celebrated Fertilizer.
For wheat and grass it has no superior.

WT e refer to the following persons who have
used it with great success, viz:
Benjamin Crawford, Geo. M. Cochran,
Maj. John A. Harmon, Ro. S Harnsberger,
Col. Wm. D. Anderson. .John S. Churchman,
M. W. D. Hogshead, H. P. Dickerson,

» Wm. Beil Crawford and others.
Leave your orders early.

____,

au-23 __*. B._gOgß_-e BRO.
f|.EAS . TEAS I? A prime lot of fresh teas,

No. 1 Gunpowder Tea,
No. 2 Gunpowder Tea,
Japan Tea,
Black Tea, just received and for sale at

RICHARDSON.
Rio to
\_W R, D-, Sears, Agent.

and buy your CLOTHES BASKETS.

A well selected stock of staple dry goods, of-
fered for sale low, by

ocl7 N. B. HENDRY.
LOTJRTfLOUR!? A choice supply of

flour always on hand for family use. All
trades and brands kept at

BICHAEDSON'S.
UGARS.l 'offees, Syrups and all kinds of

trrocerie. at the very lowest price, by
RICHARDSON, Augusta street.

IT is a duty~that you owe yourself and family
to buy your provisions as cheap as possible

for the cash?so go to RICHARDSON,
mar3o Augusta street.

J3UCKWHEAT FLOUR,
RYE MEAL A2?D GRAHAM FLOUR,

at R. P. SEARS, agent.

Groceries and Produce.
_-#-. .

India Rubber Weather Strips
FOR

Windows and Doors.
Those desiring to be supplied with the above-

named article, will dc well to call at the store of

R. D. SEARS, Agent,

and examine a sample.
If there is a sufficient demand, an order will

be forwarded and promptly filled.
___

Fuller's Excelsior Virginia
BLACKING,

call on E. D. SEARS, agent

FOR SCOTCH HERRING, 75 cents per
box, call on R. D. SEARS, agent.

FOR PURE HONEY, 40 cents per lb.,
call on R. D. SEARS, agent.

FOR CRANBERRIES, 20 cents per qt.,
call on R. D. SEARS, agent.

FOR CHOICE BEEF TONGUES,
call on R. D. SEARS, agent.

FOR BUTTER PRINTS and Moulds,
call on R. D. SEARS, agent.

IF you wish a nice
DRESSED TURKEY,

R. D. SEARS, agent.

EGGS always on hand of
GGS always on hand ac

R. D. SEARS, agent.
ATH
ATH

BRICK
BRICK

a splendid article for cleaning
Kitchen Utensils, polishing Knives and Forks,
and Table Cutlery, at

R. D. SEARS, agent.

FORCanned Tomatoes,
canned corn,

canned peaches,
canned pine apple,

canned salmon,
canned peas,

etc., etc., etc.
Call on

R. D. SEARS, agent.

UEtIOVAE!REMOVAL!
REMOVAL!

Having purchased the stock of Messrs. J. S.
Gilliam & Co., we have removed to the store-

room lately occupied by them on
Augusta Street, next door to P. ©..
where we will keep constantly on hand a choice
stock of FAMILY GROCERIES, which we
offer at reduced prices.

Mr. J. S. Gilliam will remain with u_ and will
be glad to see his old customers and friends.

ja2-5t J. W. TODD & CO.

AMONG THE CHOICEST BRANDS
of SMOKING TOBACCO

ARE THE
"May Queen," "Pride of Virginia."
"Hiawaiha." "Common wealth, "

"Alabama Tiger," "Mountain Leaf,"
"Always Ahead," "Pioneer,"
"Manilla," "Mountain Rose,"

all of which can be found at
R. D. SEARS, agent,

Corner New and Main Streets.

IR ASD r.RAIN.

We will pay the HIGHEST MARKET RATES

for FLOUR and PRODUCE, deliver.d in

Staunton or at any point on C. & O. R. R.

J. W. TODD & CO.,

Augusta Street, next door to P. O.
Feb 20 sfc

CLOVER SEED AND PLASTER.
We have a large lot of Clover Seed and

Plaster, ground here. Salt, Dry Goods, Groce-
ries, Hardware, Queensware, Boots, Shoes, Hats,
&c, which we will sell low for CASH OR PRO-
DUCE. We will pay the highest CASH price
for Flour, Corn, Oats and Bacon.

SMITH & PATTERSON,
Feb2o 6ts Waynesboro', Va.
offees! Coffees.?We have in store, a lot

of Rio Coffee, from good to choice, which
we can offer to country merchants atsuch figures
as must attract, and induce them to buy. Con-
sult your interest and look, before buying, at

auß BAKER BROS.
heat Fan I? We have a No. 1 wheat

Fan, such as we have been using several
years, and know to be a first rate article?for
sale at moderate figures.

auß-tf BAKER BROS.

171OR REEF TONGUES,
' call on R. D. SEARS, agent.

(.HEESE.?Young America, Pine Apple,
J and N. Y. State Cutting Cheese on hand

and for sale by CHARLES C WHEAT.

ROPE, Rope.? All sizes for wells, and hay
forks for sale, and cheap, at

auß

FOR Atmore's celebrated Mince Meat,
Call on

R. D. SEARS, agent.
jfjT B. HOGE _\ BRO.,

(successors to Hoge & Mason,)
Wholesale and Retail Dealers in

Groceries, Produce and Fertilizers.

Highest market price in CASH paid for
FLOUR, WHEAT, RYE, OATS, CORN, &c.

aug4?

Railroads.
sMß____-

CHESAPEAKE &O. R. R.? On and
after September Ist, Passenger Trains

leave Richmond (Sunday excepted) as follows:
8.30 A.M.?MAIL TRAIN for the White

Sulphur Springs, connecting at Gordonsville
with the Orange, Alexandria and Manassas train
for Washington and North, and Lynchburg
and South.

3.35 i. M.?Accommodation Train for Gor-
donsville, except on Saturday, on which day it
leaves at five P. M. This train connects at Gor-
donsville with night trains on the Orange, Alex-
andria and Manassas Railroad for Lynchburg
and Washington.

Steerege tickets from Liverpool, Queenstown,
Amsterdam, Antwerp, Hamburg. Havre, Rot-
terdam, Bergen, Copenhagen, and Gothenburg,
to all points on this road can be bought of the
General Ticket Agent at Richmond, or can he
ordered through any station agent on the road.

Through tickets at low rates, sold to all points
Northwest and Southwest.

Further information may be obtained at the
company's offices.

No Passenger Trains are run on Sundays.
A. H. PERRY,

General Superintendent.
James F. Netherland, Gen' 1 Ticket Agent.
oc 17-tf

OF DAILY
___, LINE between Richmond and Baltimore

via York River*Railroad.
Trains leave Richmond daily at 2 P. M., con-

necting at West Point with steamers for Balti-
more?arrive in Baltimore at 7 A. M., the fol-
lowing morning, in time to connect with trains
for the East and West, via P. W. and B. and
.Northern Central railroads.~

Trains leave Baltimore daily at 4 P. M., No.
90 Ltght street Wharf.

Through bills of lading given to all points
Nor.th and South.

Freights received dailyand forwardedprompt-
ly-

Steamers leave Pier No. 2, Light street wharf,
daily at 4P. M., via York River for Richmond
and the South and West. Arrive in Richmond
at 30 55 A. M., connecting with the Richmond
and Panville, Richmond and Petersburg, and
Chesapeake and Ohio railroads.

Freight forwardedwithout delay.
Pass .ngers going South via Richmond and

Petersburg, and Richmond and Panville rail-
roads, have two and a half hours in Richmond
to procure, dinner and attend to business, after
the arrival of the 10 55 train,.he * H. T. POUGLAS, Supt.

N. H. Hoa'fhkiss, Traveling Agent.

Foetry.
From the New Orleans Picayune.
THE HAUNTED VALLEY.

BY XARIFFA.
Aye.ayol through the day it is peaceful e-

nough?
The scythe that is wbetted, the roll of the rough
Farm wagon that goes to the market along
The rock-bedded highway, the wagoner's song,
The cattle that graze on the far away hills,
The jubilant rush of tbe rollicking rills,
The smoke that curls up from the cottager's

roof,
The ring of some chance-passing iron-shod hoof,
The grain and the clover that nod in the fields
And sweeten the dew with invisible yields,
The music of cricket and cowbell away
On the hills, where the sunset is burying day?
All these of a joy-bringing peacefulness Dreathe,
Of muskets unsbouldered, of swords in the

sheath.
But lo! when the midnight looks down from the

skies
What hosts from these forests andhillsides arise!
While tents are unfolded, broad banners un-

furled,
Mid the tramp of the dead marching down on

the world.
In phalanx unbroken they steadily come,
They step to the hush of an unbeaten drum ;
The musket's grim barrel, the bayonet's gleam,
As still as the silence, as dumb as a dream 1
From time trampled hillocks in Death's dewy

camp
They form rank and file in the darkness and

damp,
Then shoulder to shoulder in battle array,
They march in their war-worn Confederate Gray.
Besprinkled with bloodstains, and blackened

with smoke,
And bored with blue bullets and bayonet stroke,
Now, watchfully threading the gloom of the

glen,
Bides Asbby in front of his cavalry men.
His dark eyes are flashing, his forehead is pale,
His sabre unsheathed cuts the face of the gale.
The hoofs of his charger fall mute on the plain,
And chill is the hand on his taut bridle rein.
In stillness unearthly come hero and horse,
In stillness unearthly fast follows h_3 foree?
Undaunted and proud with a smile on his

mouth,
The chivalrous pride of the chivalrous South,
Adown the green valley he sweeps like a bieath,
And leads the fierce charge in the battle of

Death.
There speeds his advance, here grim squadrons

wheel,
Midst gleaming of carbines and glitter of steel,
And red-nostriled horses, and banners aflare,
And plumes of bold warriors painting the air,
And saddles left empty, and sighs of the wound-

ed,
And spectral recalls from spectral lips sounded ;
Then leader and host flit away o'er the plain,
Gliding down to the cold bivouac of the slain.

Through yon mountain gap, still silently come
The Annie. of Death?the eloquent dumb?
They pour like a stream through yon rocky de-

file,
Come back from their soldierly dream of exile.
In spectral battalion., they steadily tread,
These warrior souls of tbe warrior dead.
From Piedmont', green heights and Republic's

dark plain,
And Cross Keys, they solemnly gather again.
With forms gaunt with hunger, and toil-tortured

feet,
Yet strong with a strength that surviveth defeat,
They lift tbsir pale brows from the gloom of the

grave,
To watch oar the va'ley they battled to save.

They camp on the pb'in, and the sheen of the
blade

Gleams afar with the glint of the turf-turning
spade,

Whilst whispering forests do shudder and shiver,
From mountain to vadley, from valley to river,
As under their verdure and under their shade,
These Armies of Silence march down on the

glade;
And the bosom of Night quakes with chilly a-

larms.
As it thrills to the cksh of the weird grounded

arms.

They camp on the plain, and the odorous herbs
Embalm the pale host that their quiet disturbs,
Yet tremble from delicate petal to root,
As they yield to the Iramn of the ranks of the

mute.
Here rises tho breastwork, there glistens the gun,
The sentinel spectre his pace has begun,
And backward and forward the rampart's lone

height
He tread, in the star-haunted castle of night.
There marches the picket thrown out on his post,
And here, on its arms, sleeps the uniformed host;
Whilst there, in his silent and color-draped tent,
Is Jackson, Ihe leader, in prayer humbly bent.

No cross in the zenith a message conveys
Of glory and conquest and victory's bays?
As of old blazed aloft in the heavens serene,
As a signal of cheer to the bold Constantine?
Still, true to the colors so hopefully flaunted,
Though slain still unconquered, though dead

still undaunted.
They march and they countermarch, form and

deploy,
In ranks that Death's fiat hath failed to destroy
Whilst the banner of midnight its azure unrolls
As a triumphal arch o'er these legions of souls.

All silent and solemn, and spectral and pale,
They throng Shenandoah's battle-swept vale;
There ghostly the gunners and ghostly the guns,
And spectral the charger that riderless runs,
While shadowy ranks, drawn in full line of bat-

tle,
Wait war songs of cannon, the musket's death

rattle.
Now, out of the stillness, around and around,
The ghostly artillery wheels o'er the ground ;
There is ranging of troopers, the marshaling of

hosts,
In this grandly invincible army of ghosts,
Then the bullet's weird whistle, the scattering

shot,
And Battle's big heart beating heavy and hot,
The swish of the sabre, the thud of the ball?
The merciful smoke overshadowing all!
But, lo 1 in the east float the pennons of Dawn ;
The war flags are furled and the swords are un-

drawn;
The battle unfought and the orders unbreathed,
The cannon unmounted, the sabres all sheathed.
Across the green valleys with bloom bordered

meadows
Now sweeps like the gale the weird army of

shadow?,
And fair Shenandoah re-opens her graves,
To welcome her warriors, to shelter her braves.
Aye, ghostly the banners and ghostly the tramp,
And ghostly the battle and ghostly the camp,
And spectral the dreams that they dreampt of

their glory,' _

Which lives but in ashes, a blood-written story!

Fair Vale of VirginiaI green, green must thou
blossom! .

For valor and chivalry sleep in thy bosom,
And noble the brows that there slumbering low,
Were destined no laurels of triumph to know.
Back to the dust they have given their dust,
Their cause, iike their carbines, is clouded with

rust,
Yet a halo about thy brave heroes is set,
Which even their foes would be loth to forget.
What loftier meed would thy green valley claim,
Than Jackson's and Ashby's immaculate fame !
And what untarnished lustre thy solaierly Lee,
In life and in death hath bequeathed unto thee!
These twine like the bays on victorious brows,
Around thy dead dreams and thy death-broken

vows . . .
,Their venom with an undying glory surrounds

The paths of thy ruin, thy lost battle-grounds,
And sheds round the gloom of thy woe-sandaled

fe . .._.-..

A splendor that gilds e'er, the pall of defeat.
Virginia's proud mothers, weep not for your

sons! .

Oh! maidens mourn not for your chivalrous
ones! . .

For, down through tho echoing aisies of the
age .

From yet oomiag poets and yet coming sages,
The laurel shall twine with each unsullied name,
Their glories ring out from the trumpets of fame,
And proud generations yet coming shall give
This meed to thy heroes? "Though fallen, they

live."
,

.
, _____

Valley of the Shenandoah, August, 18/1.
-~-«~» ?

A short time since two fashionable young la-
dies were holding high converse over the vir-
tues of a certain new dress. "And does it fit
well?" asked one. "Fit as if I had been melt-
ed and poured in."

STAUNTON. VA., TUESDAY, MARCH 5, 1872.
For the Spectator.

The Oakland High School.
Mr. Editor:?As the many valuable Liter-

ary Institutions ofthe present age, are exciting
much interest, in the minds of American peo-
ple, I propose giving you a short history ofthe Oakland High School.

This Institution is situated in the very
pleasant little village of Doe Hill, Highland
County, Virginia, where the mountains lifttheir towering heads, like giants, to the skies,
and bow in exuberant pride at the fertile vale
below. Though her walls are not of Jasper,
nor her streets of gold, yet, if the auroraof her
existence is the preludeto her future glory, shewill soon be gilded with the brilliancy of the
brightest star in literature. We will not be
astounded when we are dazed with the exces-sive light about to be reflected upon us, because
the flattering auspices, under which her first
half session closed, have shown that she is ad-
olescent.

This Institution has every inducement to
make her one of the first schools of the age.?
Her surroundings are ennobling; the salubrity
of her location is without a compeer; the dain-
ties with which she spreads her tables are the
plentitude of her income; the pure mineral
waters, with which the country abounds, are
un parallelled in the history of nature; the so-
cial, religious character of the citizens, renders
it the lethe of vice, and the competency of her
eruditic faculty, makes her a Cicero of science.

The talented and excellent Principal, Prof.
Wm. R. McNeer, is determined to make the
Oakland High School noted for the thorough-
ness of its educational facilities and training.
For this purpose he has employed a corps of
teachers, renowned for their zeal and high-
toned piety, that are unsurpassed in their va-
rious departmenta and their capacious ability
to impart instruction.

No Institution, with such a man as Prof.
McNeer as its Principal, can ever fail of suc-
cess. The word fail, has, long since, been ob-
literated from his lexicon, and his determina-
tion must, therefore, be shortly realized. The
unassuming and indefatigable efforts of Prof.
McNeer are certain to render this school the
solace of all intelligent and refined parents,
who wish to have their sons become educated
gentlemen, and their daughters refined and pol-
ished ladies, qualified to grace the highest cir-
cles of society.

In addition to Prof. McNeer, we find such
eminent names as F. A. Burman, Prof, of Lan-
guages; Wm. F. McQuain, Prof, of Mathe-
matics; H. H. Jones, Prof, of Physiology and
Hygiene ; and Miss Mary S. Points, Teacher
of Muse and French.

With a Principal so well qualified to govern
and direct, and with teachers so competent to
impart instruction, the Oakland High School is
the most inviting Institution in Virginia.

Though, however, notwithstanding its mer-
its, there are a few old fogies (or rather men)
that object to it upon the ground of its being a
male and female school.

But this is, by no means, a plausible objec-
tion. Tbe discipline and by-laws are such that
there can be no intercourse between tbe sexes.
The girls are placed under the immediatecare
of Miss Points, whose religious aod moralchar-
acter is without a blemish. Tbey are not al-
lowedeven a social conversation with the boys,
except in her presence or some of tbe Profes-
sors. So the objection is annihilated, and the
school is in a prosperous condition.

One Who Knows.
Sugar Grove, W. Va., Feb. 17th, 1872.

For the Spectator.

Mr. Editor:? The County Court has been
deliberating for months about a bridge over
Middle River. There was every reason for re-
building it at Hundley's, where the County,
apart from its expenditure on the bridge, had
incurred nearly as much expense in construct-
ing new roads, of several miles in extent on
both sides of tbe River, to connect with it.?
This would have been a useless expenditure, if
the bridge had not been replaced. That point
is the central one to ail the northwest part of
the County, and the one on which the bridge
should have been placed. The writer under-
stands that Mr. Geo A. Hundley of Richmond,
despairing of anything being done soon, with
a public spirit and generosity which the public
is beginning to appreciate, has contracted for
the rebuilding of the bridge at his own cost.?
I repeat tbat his course is commendable, and
the future will show that he has not reckoned
without his host. A stranger in tbe County,
as is also his brother who manages tbe proper-
ty, he erected a first-class mill, aud promptly
repaired the very serious damage it sustained
by the washing off of the bridge, a part of
which lodged against it that might otherwise
have escaped. He induces a custom, by selling
the flour of his patrons at Richmond free of
commission, and basin a short timeestablished
an enviable reputation for his brand of flour.?
A member of the Baptist denomination,
he promptly opened one floor of his
mill on the Sabbath to a flouri.hinn school,
which the brother resident superintends, and
where the Revs. Mr. Walker and Fletcher fre-
quently preach at his solicitation.

In every way, both the brothers have shown
themselves to be worthy of the confidence and
patronage of tho people of the County. If
they will pardon the suggestion, the mill can
be made a suitable point for a post-office, and a
few acres laid off and sold to energetic and in-
dustrious mechanics, and encouragement given
them to build, will make it convenient to the
neighborhood. One other idea is this, that
every year the number of persons from the
lowlands is increasing, who desire to find a qui-
et place where they can spend the Summer. Mr.
Hundley, within the range of his owp acquain-
tances can find enough to fill a large sized estab-
lishment for three or four months, after which
time, the building could be put to profitable
account for a school, male or female, as might
be found most suitable. At a future time, Mr.
Editor, with your permission the writer may
have more to say about improvements on Mid-
dle River.

ARATOR.
For the Spectator.

A Dog Story.
"Out in the mountains" is a pleasant little

valley, through which a beautiful stream is
seen winding its crooked course. In one of
these 'turns' stands an old saw-mill, with its
dam attached, forming quite a pond, deep, clear
and beautiful, with its banks reflected beneath
its smooth surface.

On a warm day in July 18?, seated in a
skiff, were a gentleman, in the prime of life,
and his young 'helpmeet,' holding their "wee"
baby boy, tho former propelling the 'baric,' en-
joying the refreshing Summer air. By chance
there happenedto pass tbat way", a lady of col-
or, followed by her 'unfaithful cur,' which
made frequent attacks upon certain hen-nests,
tanlhe great annoyance of his mistress. She
requested the gentleman to take 'summary ven-
geance' on the 'dorg' by drowning him, and
release him from further watching over said
hen-nests.

Pulling ashore, he succeeded in persuading
the 'dorg' "aboard," and striking into the mid-
dle of the atream, cast him adrift; but instead
of drowning, made him a of the
boat, by seizing his 'caudal' extremity, and,
strange torelate, tbey proceeded, "so merrily"
towards the shore, to the great amusement of
parties present. After this novel feat, the
'dorg' was allowedto 'live on as before.'

»\u2666.

A Wisconsin paper states that a little girl,
eight years old, is begging on the streets of
Oshkosh, with a paper that certifies that "the
bearer is a widow with five children, in desti-
tute circumstances."

. . . ?

Yesterday a squad of thirteen Indians came
into our tent, and the oldestavailed himself of
the right of seniority by sttting down on our
hot stove, which he mistook for a valise. He
was surprised.

For the Spectator
Sherman, Texas, Feb. 15th, 1872.

Messrs. Editors : ?Perhaps it may not be un-
interesting toyou, andyour readers to hear some
account of this country from a former residentofyourcounty. Commencing at St. Louis, I left
on tbe Missouri Pacific R. R., which extends
from St. Louis to Atchison, Kan: following it
up for 190 miles, I struck the future great
railroad of this country?the Missouri, Kansas
and Texas, which leaves the Missouri Pacific atSedalia and taking a Southeasterly directionthro' the beautiful prairies ofSouthwest Mis-
souri for 110 mileswhere it strikes Kansas andfrom there on for about 50 miles to Parsons,Kansas, inthe course, when it turns and runs
nearlydue sou th,but here letmepause amoment;
atParsons a littleover ayear ago was nota bouse
and now stands, one of the most promising
towns of the wholewest with between 3,000and4,000 inhabitants and every prospect for be-
coming much larger. From Parsons the rail-road goes nearly due South tor about 25 miles,
where it strikes the Cherokee division of the
Indian nation and continuing on in the same
directionfor upwards of 80 miles, it strikes the
Arkansas river which is about 9 miles north of
its present terminus making it in all 270 miles
in length for the main trunk line, besides some
160 miles offeeders. When you look at thisand think that one year from the Ist day of last
July, the first rail was laid, it gives quite a
contrast to the former slow progress of the old
V. C. R.R. At one time it was a race be-
tween this road and the Lawrence, Leaven-
worth & Gulf R. R , as to which would first
reach the Indian nation and thus obtain ad-
vantage of the law giving the right of way to
one railroad north and south, and one east and
west through tbe territory, and on some days
tbey accomplished what almost seems an im-
possibility, layingfour milesof track in one day.
Now they are taking their time more leisurely
and laying an average of half a mile a day,
thus steadily and rapidly carrying it on towards
Galveston. At the terminus of the Railroad,
I took stage over Ficklin's (of Charlottesville)
line to this point 180 miles; of which 160 is
through tbe Indian Nation. This country
needs only to be opened, and in a few years, it
will far surpass any of the border states in
growth; rich, will watered, and the portion
through which I passed either well timbered or
an abundant supply ofcoal, and in many places
both: it possess every desirable qualification
for a rich and wealthy country. This side of
Red river, you strike a different soil: a rich
black loam to which there seems no bottom, and
which brings with ease two bales of cotton to
the acre. For the farmer, this country pre-
sents a good opening, lands are cheap andrich
and every thing thathe can raise brings a good
price ; for instance, corn $1 per bushei in gold,
oats 65 cents in gold, cotton 15 to 16 cents in
gold, and his bacon can be sold for 12j hog
around in gold; to the merchant who can com-
mand means, it also gives a good opening ; al-
most anything, and at any price seems to sell
rapidly, and without any effort, but to the
young man who wants a place as clerk, it pre-
sents almostas poor an opening as could be
found: men to work, and with money are all
they want here, for others they have no use.
Gold is the currency here, and greenbacks a
myth, something that they look on with dis-
trust almost equal to the "old Confederate."
They take the greenbacks tho' at from 80 to
90 cents in the dollar in the stores, and it is
only among the negroes and lower classes, tbat
you cannot pass them. There is one thing tho'
tbat almost does away with every inducement
tbatTexas can offer to me, and that is tbe lack
of society ; such a thing as a polished and refin-
ed lady being something that I don't believe
can be found in all north Texas! At least I
haven't met any so far. I will write you again
shortly and give you a few more Texas items.

ABSENTEE.
For the Spectator.

Craigsville, Feb. 24th, 1872.
Mr. Editor:?ln the Lexington Gazette, of

Feb. 23rd, is a communication from Goshen,
giving an account of the panther which has been
prowling near that place for some time, and
baffles all attempts at capturing the monster. ?
However, it is to be hoped tbat success will
crown the efforts of some brave 'denizen of the
woods.' His hide Would add an interest to
someof the County Fairs next Fall. No doubt
this is the same annimal which, according to
statements of some worthy old citizen., has
been passing through this section for a number
of years.

Well, we cannot boast of anything very won-
derful, except a tremendous large deer, whicb
has been frequently seen in this vicinity for
several years. .He is known as the "Big
Buck," and is a little too sharp for all the
hounds in the neighborhood.

The 'Valley Railroad' is still to 'let,' and will
doubtles be '._.' alone till Spring at least, which
is not a long time off now, and "cussin" (?)
Rockbridge will be gratified to see the work
going forward rapidly to its completion.

MONTICOLA.
Policy of the opposition.

From along communication intbe Lynchburg
Virginian, we extract the following :

"The situation of thecountry demandsa new
party; and the Conservativeorgaoizatioa offers
a nucleus for its formation. It is useless here
to recite the principles by which this new move-
ment is animated. Suffice it to say, they are
not new, but the same by which the govern-
ment was directed in the early days of its puri-
ty and vigor, modified only by the recognition
of the complete political equality of all men. ?
Its platform is wide enough for the devoted
champion of the "Lost Cause, "and the staunch-
est supporter of the "oid flag" to stand side by
side. Its ranks embrace all men everywhere
regardless of nationality or antecedents, who
long ior the restoration of real peace to our
country, for the healing of the moral and ma-
terial wounds inflicted by the war; for the over-
throw of despotism and corruption, and who
are willing to labor together for the accomplish-
ment of these noble ends.

Whether this new party shall be known as
"Conservative," or by some other name, is of
no consequence. But some name it must have.
Without a name, without a distinct organiza-
tion, without a common impulse to a common
end, there can be no enthusiasm, noconfidence.
And without confidence and enthusiasm there
can be no victory. The present chaotic state of
affairs is fatal to all three. There is but one
road to success. The leaders of the other
parties, or certainly of tbe Democracy, must
hold conventions, and formally propose fusion
or co-operation with the moderate Republicans,
on the basis of the "new movement." In a
word, we must apply to national politics tbe
policy which triumphed signally in our own
State. But for the celebratedStuart letter and
tho exertions cf the "Committee of Nine,"
where would Virginia now be?"

_\u25ba. 1?

Some Royal Artisans.?The King of Swe-
den is said to be an excellent locksmith, aud to
devote much time to the improvement of that
branch of mechanics. The King of Portugal
excels as a turner of wood and ivory. The
members of the royal house of Hohenzollern?
possibly with a view to some future contingen-
cy?have all been trained up to some useful
art. The present Crown Prince is said* to be
an expert book-binder, and his wife an accom-
plished miniature painter. The Queen"hf Hol-
land is a poetess, but poetry is an inspiration
and not an art. Louis Napoleon and Queen
Victoria have both essayed to write books.?
The wile of the Prince of Wales is a superb
musician, and has but few equals among ama-
teurs as a pianist. The Czarina of Russia
paints miniatures well. The Queen ofBelgium
is a horse trainer and a fearless rider, while
tbe Queen of Denmark is a great house-keep-
er, and one of thebest cooks in her dominions.
It is also said that some of the junior male
members of the royal family of England are
proficient as practical composers, while the
Prince Imperial of France ia a first-class typo-
grapher.

NUMBEK 23.
Some weeks ago we published a letter from

Miss Nelson from Bologna, Italy, en route
for Northern India. This letter will be of in-
terest, as showing the impressions made after
reaching her place of labor :

"Dehra Doom, N. India, Dec. 27, 71.
My dearest aunt:?

Well, here I am in my home
in India, aud I most say the lines have fallen to
me iv pleasant places. I amreminded all thetime of dear old Virginia, and the views from
your room-window, where 1used to watch the
sunsets. Dehra Doon is a small valley be-
tween two ranges of the Himalaya, so wehave a perfect amphitheatre of mountains. Our
school building is just five miles from the nor-thern range, and they are in full view of myroom-window. A few mornings since, when I
looked out I was surprised to see snow on them.It never snows down here. The large groves
of mangoes, and all other trees, are green asin mid-Summerat home. We have rosea in
great abundance, and oranges, lemons andother native fruits are very plentiful. Ourschool building is new and not complete. Itwill be a handsome house and well suited forthe purpose. It is really two large houses,
some 20 feet apart, Connected by a chapel,
which serves the double purpose of a church
and school room. One part is devoted to tbe
girls, as they all board in the house. The other
is for the 'family of the superintendent and
teachers. I have a large room, with dressing
room aod bath room attached. It is very com-fortably furnished, and 1 am among very kind,
congenial people, who gave me a most cordial
welcome to Dehra. Goodness aud mercy havefollowed me all my long journey. We met with
no accidents?was not even sea-sick, and hadlittle head-ache and have gained much flesh. ?I reached here the 27th of November, exactly
two months from the day I sailed from N. V.,
having spent one week inLondon and one atAllahabad, where I met all the missionaries
attending Synod. I never saw a finer looking
body of men, not even the Synod of Virginia
at Fincastle. The workhere seems slow indeed.
My heart yearns over these crowds of natives,
as I see them bowing down to wood and stone,
and yet I feel so powerless to help them, as Iknow so little of the language as yet. I feel
set back a few thousand years, the customs and
dress are so exactly those described in the Bi-
ble. Everything I see reminds me of some
passage of the Bible. I often meet old menwho must look just as Abram, Isaac and Jacob
did. I could fill a whole letter with illustra-
tions of Scripture. One morning I met a man
carrying a lamb in his arms. Every day see
flocks of sheep, and goats, herds of cattle, la-
dened asses, &c. The birds are so tame, they
fly int.. my room, hop about the floor and on
the windows. I now understand David's allu-
sion to the sparrows making their nests on the
altars. Our school was established some years
since by Mr. Herron for the daughters of na-
tive Christians, and is called the "Christian
girls' school." Now that we ha/c a large house,
the ' : Orphanage'' is to be removed in it too.
Here girls are trained for wives for nativeChristians, and our girls are in great demand,
two having been married since I came. I feel
that we are sowing seed that will bring forth
fruit; God having promised Christ for his in-
heritance and the uttermost parts of the earth
for his possession, and that his word shall not
return to him void. Christmas day made me feel
a little home-sick. There are no bright homes
here'madebrighterby the giftsof theHolidays.
On Christmas morning asl lookedout ofmy win-
dow, I saw 15or 20 lepers sitting ou the ground,
holding up their bands, with most of the fin-
gers off, asking for money. They have the sad-
dest tone I ever heard. When tbe command,
"Go forth into all the world and preach my
gospel, " added to this, whatmore do we need
to be faithful; and we need the prayers of
God's people at home, that our own souls may
be kept alive, and not deadened by the influence
of our surroundings, for here we meet the devil
on his on ground.

You can send five sheets like this for the
same postage as one. Direct to Dehra Doon,
Northern India, care of J. S. Woodside.

Do write often to your far off, loving child,
JENNIE.

Railroad Connections?Virginia and Ken-
tucky.

To effect western connections, Messrs. Chas.
S. Stringfellow and Ro. W. Hughes, a deputa-
tion from the Atlantic, Mississippi and Ohio
Railroad Company, on Friday week addressed
to Mr. Baxter, of Louisville, a lengthy com-
munication calling for a final understanding
with the railroad authorities of that city in re-
gard to completing that portion of the railway
line betweenNorfolk andLouisville via Cumber-
land Gap, which is yet unfinished. This com-
munication was sent to the City Council accom-
panied by a message from the Mayor, and re-
commending Messrs. Stringfellow and Hughes
to the courteous attention of that body. A
joint session of the two boards of the Council
was held, which was addressed at length by
these gentlemen in favor of the route.

An ordinanceappropriating $1,000,000 to aid
the Louisville and Nashville Railroad Company
in extending its Lebanon branch to Cumber-
land Gap, to connect with the A., ML & O. R.
R., was offered and referred to the Committee
on Railroads. The appropriation is made sub-
ject to the approval of a majority of the quali-
fied voters of the city.

.-«..

ProfessorJGunning wa sinteresting tho prima-
ry scholars of one of our city schools by show-
ing, with blackboard and chalk, how the bee
was made. He bad just finished by putting on
the sting, when a little fellow, who had been
watching tho process most closely, spoke up:

"Mr. Dunnen'!".
"What, my boy?"
"Didn't dod make the bee?"
"Yes! certainly!? God made the bee."
The little fellow was silent a minute ; then

he spoke up again :

"Mr. Dunnin'?"
"Well! ?what now, my 6on?"
"I was thinking" said the young philoso-

pher, "how dod could put the sting into the
bee without ditting his fingers stung before he
let it go!"

The following is the recommendation given
an English servant: "The bearer has been in
my house a year?minu3 eleven months. Du-
ring the timeshe has shown herselfdiligent?at
the door; frugal?in work ; mindful?of her-
self; prompt?in excuses; friendly?toward
men; faithful?to her lovers; and honest?
when everything had vanished."

A Kentucky girl says when she dies she de-
sires to have tobacco planted over her grave,
that the weednourished by her dust may be
chewed by her bereaved lovers. There is po-
etry in the idea.

. _.

A New York married lady can't see "why
two people should mope in solitude because
they happen to answer in the affirmative, to
the presence of witnesses, «ome very polite in-
quiries ia the prayer book."

Spanish officials arc noted for their long
names. The family of Don Juan Nopomuceno
de Burionatotorecagageazcoecagago ought to
be killed off? unless there is some way to in-
crease the alphabetseveral hundred letters.
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A La Cross lady is doing all she can to in-
crease the population of that city. On the 31st
day of January she gave birth to one child, and
on the 3d day of February to another. Both
are alive and well.
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There are about 17 sumac mills in Virginia.
Three mills ground out last year 5,000 tons of
sumac, worth at least $300,000 at present
prices.
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Eleven of the survivors of the war of 1812
have died ia Lee county since February, 1871,
at ages from 77 to 85 years.
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