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ADVERTISING RATES. % HEARDWARE: There was never a night without a day,

ADVFRTISEMENTS will be inserted at the rate

of One Dollar per Square of Eight Lines or less,
“or the first and 50 cents for eack subsequent in-
sertion. Unless the number of insertions be
maked upon the manuscript it will be publish-
ed until forbid and charged accordingly.

725~ Obituaries, Announcements of Candidates
for Qffice, Communications calling upon, Advoca-
ting or Opposing Candidates, and all Communi-
sations or Notices of a Personal or Private char-
wcter, or intended or calculated to promote any
Private Enterprise or Interest, will be charged for
L ertisements.
M.\I(;:ZF.UCLAL Norices will be inserted at double
he advertising rates.

A. 8. MAUZY.

@~ Address—*‘Staunton Spectator,” Staunton,
xngnsta County, Va.
Professional Directory.
- M. A. HUDSON,
‘V Attorney-at-Law,
STAUNTON, VA.,
Will practice in the Courts of Augusta and ad-
joining counties. Prompt sattention paid to col-
lections. Office with W. A. Pratt.
suld-ly -

N TAUNTON DISPENSARY, open dai-
S ly from 8 A. M. to 12, and 3 P. M.to 7 .M.
ADVICE FREE.

Medicine supplied at reasonable rates.
Teeth extracted, filled, &c.,at fixed low charges.

#Patients with tickets from the benevolent are
requested to attend before 12 o’clock.
HENRY LEACH, M. P. S. G. B.
#Blank tickets supplied on application.
mayl3-ly
CHARLES GRATTAN.
{RATTAN & MAUZY,
G ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW,
STAUNTON, VA.,
Will practice in all the Courts holden in Staun-
ton, the Circuit Courts of the adjoining couanties,
and the Federal Court at Harrisonburg.
72~ Prompt attention given to collections.
Uffice on Court Alley, formerly occupied by
Col. B. Christian. may20-tf
FROCTOR B. P. REESE!
OFFICE
and residence opposite the Market House.
Special attention given to
DISEASES OF FEMALES.

ap8—Town papers copy.
OTICE.—I am still in possession of all the
forms prescribed by the Judges of the Su-
preme Court of the United States in Bankrupt-
cy, and will still give immediate attention to all
such cases. Two thousand dollars exemption in
Bankruptcy is good against all debts, both new
and old.

My office is in the second story of my build-
ing, diagonally east across Court-lane from Court
buildings. J. B. WATTS,

apl Atty-at-law.

ENRY 8. HOGSETT,
Veterinary Surgeon,
Augusta street, opposite_Court-house,
STAUNTON, Va.

Treats all domestic animals, and performs all

necessary surgical operations. mar4-6m

M. HENKEL, M. D.,
A.

Physician and Surgeen,
STAUNTON, VIRGINIA,
Respectfully tenders his professional services to
the public, and may be consulted at his office at
all hours. ; ‘
7%~ Special attention given to Surgery.
Office—Corner of Main and Augusta streets—
entrance on Augusta street, fed-1y
WM. H. TERRILL. WM. M. MCALLISTKR.
TERRILL & McALLISTER,
ATTCRNEYS-AT-LAW,
W arm Springs, Virginia.
Courts—Aileghany, Bath and Highland, Va.,
and Pocahontus, West Virginia.
£Z&~ Special attention given to collection of
elaims and proceeds promptly accounted for.
aub-tf

i\in.ﬁb E¥. WHLFTE,

ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

STAUNTON, VA.,
will practice in the Courts of Augusta, Rock-
ingham and Highland.

Refers, by permission, to the Law Fatulty of
the University of Virginia.

flice on Court-house aliey. feb 6 1y
RESTON A. BAYLOR,
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW AND SOLICI-
TOR IN CHANCERY, STAUNTON, VA., prac-
tices in all the Courts of Augusta and adjoining
counties.

OrricE—The same formerly occupied by his
father, Col. Geo. Baylor, dec'd, on Augusta st.,
opposite the Court-house. no2l

{\EORGE M HARRISON,

ATTORNEY-AT-LAW,
STAUNTON,
Will practice in all the Courts holden in Augus-
ta county, and in the Circuit Courts of the ad-

v

-

We have in store a large and very choice
stock of

Family Groceries,

CONSISTING OF

SUGARS.
COFFEES,
SYRUPS,
MOLASSES,
SALT,
FISH,
BACON.
RICE.
CRACKERS,
CHEESE,
All Geods Delivered Free.
BUTTER,
EGGS.
TEAS,
TOBACCO,
BUCKETS,
BROOMS,
COTTON YARN,
SPICES,
CANNED FRUIT,
&C., &C., &C.,

which we are selling at the lowest cash rates.
Be= Special attention to purchase of
Flour for Family use. We guarantee
every barrel sold. <5

Remember the place for the cleapest Groce-
ries, and call on
julyls RICHARDSON & BELL.
ecCLURE & MILLER,

Wholesale Grocers & Commission Merchants,
opposite C. & O. R. R. Freight Depot,
SOLE AGENTS FOR

Snow Hill Kanawha Salt Works,

James River Cement Works,

Jackson & Co’s celebrated Kerosene and Lu-
bricating Ouls.
1000 barrels Kanawha Salt,

500 ** Flour,

100 kegs Nails,

100 boxes chewing tobacco,

25 ** smoking tobacco,

50 kegs Burden Horse Shoes,

10 kegs Burden mule shoes,

50 barrels sugar, 50 bags coffee,
50 barrels kerosene oil—test 110,
25 barrels lubricating,

25 barrels molasses,

20 barrels crackers,

100 barrels cement,

100 barrels ““A No. 1” Lime,

50 boxes candles, 50 boxes glass,
10,000 I‘bs bacon—at Jobber’s prices to merchants.
ap
OHN W. UTLEY,
Groceer and Produace Dealer,
Corner of Frederick and Augusta streets,
STAUNTON, VA..

Keep: constantly on hand a full stock of
CHOICE FAMILY GROCERIES,
which he sells at very low figures for cash, His
stock consists, in part, of

Cutlery....,...Pocket Knives and Table Cut-
T,

ery.
Tools............. Planzs, spirit levels, handsaws
compass saws, buck saws, and
the celebrated “Lig htning

Cross-Cut.”
Contractors..Can be supplied with shovels,
picks, and Manilla rope of va-

rious gizes—
Blacksmiths. Also, with iron axles, wagon

boxes, and thimble skeens.

............... As Buckets, Tubs and Churns;
Garden forks, rakes and spades;
Glass of various sizes; Putty;
Coal oil in barrels, or less quan-
tities; Sash Cord and Pulleys;

Merriman’s Shutter Fastenings;
Clark’s gravity Blind-Hinges;
Barn-door Hangers and Strap-
Hinges ; wood screws, carriage
bolts, &c.

CORN MEAL and MILL OEFAL on hand.—
Full prices paid for DEERSKINS.

BAKER BROS.

Sundry Wares—

mard

TOBACCO!

We keep constantly: hand a full supply of
FINE AND CHEAP TOBACCO.

We name the following desirable brands:

OBACCO!

Chewing,

‘‘Zenona’s Nonpareil,”
Hardgrove’s ** Ward,”
do  ‘“Peach,”

Thomas’ **‘Swananoa,”’
“Fluvanna Belle,”
Collie & Co’s “*Brag”’ Twist,

do **Pan Cake,”
“Eugene Henry’’ Twist,
“J. J. Payne” ditto.

Smoking.

““Ashes of Life,”’
“*Qld Virginia,”
“0Old Flu.”
J. W. TODD & Co.,
one door South of Post Office.

au26-1m

0. C. MORRIS. 0. M. GOODE.
J. FRANK DAVIS,

WITH
0. C. MORRIS & CO.,
Augusta Street, Staunton, Va.

FNEMENT! CEMENT !I—Contractors and
A others will find it to their interest to ex-
amine our Cement before buying. ROSENDALE,

| Jamus RIVER, AuasTA and Rooxp Toe, con-
. stantly on hand.

je24-tf BAKXER BROS.
The Finest T G. P. Tea at
HARPER’S.
i EAS! TEAS!! TEAS!!!—Gunpow-

Sugars, Bacon,
Coffees, Rice,
Tess, Butter, l
Syrups, Cheese,
Molasses, Crackers,
Salt, Tobacco,

~Fish, Buckets,
Brooms, Cotton Yarn,

Spices, &c.
The public will find it to their interest to g'ive
him a call.
Country produce taken in exchangeat higl iest
market prices. fell- tf

THINN & CO.,

General Commission FMerchant s,

AND DEALERS IN

FisH,
SEEDS

tLARTES.

FERTILIZERS,
&e. &e.

No. 13 Main Street,
ALEXANDRIA, VA.

Particular attention paid to the selling of Flour,
Grain, and Country Produce.

2%~ All orders filled at lowest market rates.

aul3-ly

joining counties.

$%a. Strict attention given to the collection of
Claims.

Office—East of Court-house, over Clerk’s of-
fice of Court of Appeals oc31-tf

\/ TELLIAM B. McCHESNEY,
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW,
STAUNTON, VA.,
Will practice in the Courts o; Augusta.
> attention given to collecting.
Office on Augusta street, next to Spectater.
july4
'l‘llODlAS D. RANSON,
Attorney-at-Law,
STAUNTON, VA.,
Offers his professional services in the County
and Circuit Courts of Augusts, and in the Hus-
tings Court and the Court of Appeals held in
Staunton. Will also prosecute claims elsewhere
through legal correspondents in this and other
States. may30-ly
H. M. MATHEWS. ALEX. F. MATHEWS,
! lATHE\VS & MATHEWS,
I\ ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW,
LEwISBURG, WEST Va.,
Practice regularly in the Courts of Greenbrier,
Monroe, Pocahontas and Nicholas counties, W.
Va., the Court of Appeals, and the Feéemi
Jourts for the District of W. Va.
=i Particular attention paid to Collections
and wls”pwlml cases anvwhere in their State.
mnyli—1ly

EN B, BALDWIN, GEO. M. €0 H A IR.
B,u.nwm & COCHRAN, M &
ATTORNEYS AT LAW,

Special

X s STAUNTON, VA.,
Will practice in 2ll the Courts holden in Augus-
ta county. jand—tf

DB. JAMES JOHINSTON,
DENTIST,
MaiNn STREET, Staunton, Va.
Orrice:—Over Cease’s Confectionery !

dec21—tf -
B ARE & SPRINKLE,
FASHIONABLE TAILORS,
New St, next door to Mrs. Scherer's Millinery
Store, and 3 doors from Loeb's Corner
. Staunton, Virginia, :
ﬁlé'work}m our lme1 executed with neatness
and dispatch. Special attention paid i
repairing and cleansing. P
August 5 1873 tf

VAILORING! TAILORING ! 1---Tho
co-partnership heretofore existing between
én;fs %', b}’”“kle.ﬁaﬁ beer}t mutually dissolved
and the business will hereafter be cor
P. B. Graves alone. -
He has reduced his prices for cash, and will @
all kinds of work pertaining to the tailoring buso
ness, in the very best manner, and at figures so
low that no one will fail to be satisficd. He has
removel his shop to the room formerly occupied
by Dr. B B. Donaghe as an office, and i~ vites
sll his fiiends and the public generally tu give
him a csall.

v 2n

Tailoring.

* R. QRAVES

“JOS. HAMMERS

Has removed his Shop to the room formerl
cupied by Henry Bare, " Hing
Two Doors East of Dr. Chapman’s Office,
where he expects to onen a first class MER-

sep!

B and Cheapest
FRUIT CANS, apest

JELLY GLASSES,
STONE WARE,
LOOKING GLASSES.
FINE TABLE CUTLERY,
WAITERS, SPOONS, &e.
Gold Band and Plianin Tea Nets,
With a full line of
CROCKERY AND GLASSSWARE.
; R: M. AYRES.
B Dealer in all kinds of Country

Produce and fine Groceries. <y
july22 3m
AROCERIEN.—The und ersigned has just
opened at J. B. Hoge's old
stand, on Augusta street. s complete and

Full Stock of ¥resh Gir oceries, such as
'I‘EAVS,

SUGARS,
SPICES,
COFFEES,
CANDLES,
CANNED FRUIT,
COUNTRY PRODUCE, &ec. A call from the
public is solicited, before purchasing elsewhere.
fe25-t1 G-£0. K. HARPER.
P B. HOGE & E RO.,
L]

(successors to H oge & Mason,)
Wholesale and P,etail Dealers in
Groceries, Prodac:e and Fertilizers.
Highest market pr ice in CASR paid £ or
FLO[g , WHEAT, P;YE, OATS, COR!{, &c.
augd—

portsmen’s St pplies.—Powder, Shot,
Caps, Fishing Lines and Hooks, Smroking
and Chewing Tobiscco, Cigars, Flasks, pure
Whiskies, Brandier,, &ec. . at
- KAVEN2GH'S GROCERY,
Jjuly8-tf Cor. Aug usta and Spring Laie.
City papers copy.

ouse-kee pin g Articles.—Coffee M ills,
l Bed Cords. glothes Lines, Larep Wick
and Shades, Shoe 9 nd Scrub Brushes, Su gar and
Spice Boxes, Bra'.s and Iron bound bL'uckets,
Tubs, Churns, M jlk Crocks, Toilet Soap &, &¢.,
for sale low at
: K AVENAGH’'S GROCERY,,
_July8tf 7 3or Augusta and Spring Lai1e.

lC“mj AND PRESERVES, ]’ure

Cide . Vinegar, Spices of all kinds, ¥'ruit
Jars, Fleus g Extract of Lemon and Van illa,
Pﬁ:"s @ed tine, and other delicacies for sale
Cheap af,

KAVENAGH'S GROCERY,

der, Green, Japan and Black, of the best
qualities and at the lowest prices.
j RICHARDSON & BELL.

A LL
A GOODS
Delivered Free of Charge

RICHARDSON & BELL _

OR CHOICE GROCERIES

of all kinds for the least money. call on
RICHARDSON & BELL.

D CASTED COFFEE! in air tight tin-foil

packages, fresh from the mill.
RICHARDSON & BELL.

4

Wanis.
will give men

WANTED. ™o

Busiuess that will Pay

from $4 to $8 per duy; can be pursued in your
own neighborhood; it is a rare chance for those
out of employment or having leisure time; girls
and boys frequently do as well as men. Partic-
ulars free. Address J. LATHAM & CO,,

292 Washington sireet, Boston, Mass.
au26-6¢

10,00

BUSHELS of WHEAT.
Wanted to purchase ten
. thousand bushels prime wheat.

aul9-4m P. B. SUBLETT.
TANTED ! z
“ 20,000 Shingles.
J. H. CALLISON,
aul9 Middlebrook, Augusta co., Va.

BTANTISD.—A good white woman, with-
out incumbrance, to do cooking, wash-
ing and ironing. Recommendations required.
Apply at Spectator Office. augl2-tf
HEAT! WHEAT! !TVThe higgest mar-
ice for prime WHEAT, by
e st BAKER BROS.

WOOL!

_Juiy22
OOL!

WOOL!

20,000 pounds of prime wool wanted!
For which we will pay the highest market price
either cash or trade, at cash prices.

may 13 BAKER BROS.

RMENTROUT & CO.,are paying t‘he
highest cash prices for BUTTER, EGGS,
CHICKENS and TURKEYS.
nov 19 tf—V & V copy 1t S
TANTED !'—1,800 1LOCUST POSTS and
200,00) feet of PINE LUMBER.
SUMMERSON & TAYLOR,
jel7 Opposite Virginia Hotel.

OARDING.—-The subscriber can furnish

room und boarding for several persons.

Apply atthe Tobacco Store of Cochran & Walk-
GEO. 8. WALKER.

er.
au26-tf.

() rer day! Agents wanted! All classes of working peo-
$5 to $u0 ple, of eituer sex, young or old, make more mun&y‘ at
work for us in their spare moments or all the time than at anything
alse. Particulars free. Address G. Stinson & Co., Portiand, Maine.

. Liquors.

INE LIQUORS, PURE LIQUORS,
F AND THE BEST!—A full assortment
kept always on hand by

WILLLIAM WHOLEY,
at the *0ld Reliable’ stand, New Street,
STAUNTON, VA. s

I have in store and am constantly receiving
the best old brands of Bruce’s, Clemmer’s, Bum-
garduer’s, and other brands of old Whiskies of
Augusta, Kentucky Whiskies, Imported Bran-
dy, Scotch Ale, London Porter, snd every va-
riety of Wine, from the most celebrated vintage
of France. ;

=~ 1t is a pleasure to wait on customers and
T guarantee my stock to be exactly what I sell
it for, nothing more nor less. Thankful for
pasy encouragement, I solicit a continuance of

e i7-5m WM. WHOLEY.

july/84f Cor. Augusta St. and Spring Lane.,

ANMAWHA SALT! J

. 100 barrels of Kanawha Salt just
rec gived. This salt is acknowledged to be the
beat in the world for stock. For sale cheap.
w.arll P. B. HOGE & BR¢).

H. GORMAN has received a_{Tresh

. supply of Fisher’s unrivalled M ince

Meat 1r: half-barrels, and also put up in f;aree

pound «cans. Warranted pure and of the best
ngredie nts, nof H-tf

EATHER! Leather!!—Sole Le: ither,

Kip, and Calf-Skins, at moderate pric es, for

sale at BAKER & BR'O'S.
_oeltSs

CHAtlg_ft[‘f TAILORING ESTABLISHMENT, j

jei7-3m
Coal.
-
T.J. MEHAFFEY. J. R. ZIMMERMAN.,

COAL! COAL!!

T. J. ME“AFFIFYb & (}g{]., <

rsin Lyken’s Valley, Lorberry, Shamoken,
gﬁfcl.eﬂo., Jghn's Red sfxyd White Ash Anthra-
cite, of all sizes—also George’'s, Creek Cumber-
land Coal. Havingalways on hand a large sup-
ply and possessing superior facilities for ehlg-
ment, we are prepared to furnish families, pub-
lic institutions, Founders and Manufacturers, at
lowest market rates. Clean Coal, 2240 1bs to the

ton.
OFFICE AND YARDS:

je24-3m  ALEXANDRIA, VA.

DT AT OIS S—Early Goodrich Pob itoes &
e e HARPE] 5.

l UNION STREET, FOOT OF QUEEN,

Or an evening without a morning ;
And the darkest hour, as the proverb goes,
Is the hour before the dawning.

There is many a gem in the path of life,
Which we pass in our idle pleasure,
That is richer than the jeweled crown
Or the miser’s hoarded treasure;
It may be the love of a little chil«i,
Or a mother’s prayer to heaven,
Or only a beggar's grateful thanks
For a cup of water given.

Better to weave in the web of life
A bright and golden filling,
And to do God’s will with a ready heart,
And hands that are ready and willing,
Than to snap the delicate, minute threads
Of our curious lives asunder,
And then blame heaven for the tangled ends,
And sit, and grieve, and wonder.

For the Spectator.
FLORENCE!

[FROM NOTES ABROAD.]

There’s a 1and of flowers in a gentle clime,

Need 1 tell you where fair **Firenzo’’ lies?
She’s as lovely now as in the olden time,

As when first she smiled 'neath glorious skies.

This beautiful city, so rightly, so aptly called
the Athens of ltaly, from its being the cradle
of the fine arts and their great natural Patron,
Civilization, is situated in an extensive plzin sur-
rounded by fine hills, nearly all of which are
cultivated up to their summits. The river
Arno runs through this garden of Italy and di-
vides it into*two unequal parts. I think the
populatica is about 180.000, although it is some-
what diffizult to fix the precise number of the
inhabitants. I remember asking the question
regarding the cxtert of its populatinn several
times during my visit, without receiving any
reply that varied very materially from this esti-
wmate. I found it impossible to hear or learn
anything of a recent census, or gain auy official
konowledga upon the subject. The city is ex-
tended very much beyond its original limits.—
You will remember that it is a walled city and
these wal!s have bean added to and extended
from time to time under different administra-
tions of the govermment and at four different
epochs. In its early history, it was known as
“Florentia,”” and the modern Italians eall it
“‘Firevze.”’ Itisstyled the ‘‘Fiower of all cities
and the city all flowers,’”” and this figure is not
less applicable than it is beautiful. This Ital-
ian Atheuns, this magrificent Florence is a glo
rious name among the far-famed cities of Italy,
whose evcr-illustrious name, whose noble fame
has ever, with an undimmed glory, preseated
to the wosld, like thit of its great Grecian pro-
totype, ail those grand, ennobling ideas which
have prowoted patriotism, advaneed liberty and
exalted fice arts. It isa very old city, but
well preserved, and retains and presents much
of its early beauty. Old time has dealt gently
enough and ali the fresh tints, the graceful de-
velopmen's of ber youth are truly and happily
reflected and blended in a well-matured, healthy
and vigorous watron, who, apart from her age,
is not surnassed in €1l the symmetry of her ele-
gant, per‘ect proporiions, not even by her most
cherished child, her proudest offspring—the
"Vepus de Medici”’ I cannot tell you exactly
her age, for there appears to be a diversity of
opivions amor g His!orians, some asserting that
the Etruscans rai~ed her and others declaring
that the was a child of the Romans. There
were wuny Historians who were the very
**pinks of chivalry,” and it may only have been
their extreme gallantry that has kept them
from teliirg what they really kvow (pardon this
lite conceit) in regard to what has always
been a most profound and unapproachable se-
cret with the *‘gentier sex.”’ I will drop the
figure or i'lustration that I have been using and
will leave the learned to decide on the ori-
gin and age of my subject. It was in this city,
between scven and eight hundred years ago, or
in the eleventh century, that those two cele-
brated parties called the Guelphs and Ghibel-
lices were formed. The former were in favor
of the Papacy and the latter of the Empire.
These two parties divided the unfortunate city
into two hostile camps, and it was often stained
with fraternal blood, and for more than a hun-
dred years, poor Florérce suffered all the hor-
rors of a civil war. First one party would be in
power and victorious, and then the other would
also for a time be the covquercrs. Sometimes
the Guelphs would be driven out and banished
for years and then be recalled by the people,
and then the Ghibellines would in their turn be
banished from Florence, and thus there was con-
tinual war and blood-shed, until finally the Ghib-
ellines were banished and were neveragain able
to re-establish themselves as masters. DBut
even after this happy termination, there was
not a permanent peace, gad the Guelphs, who
had now become the deminant power, socn
split into factions aud the terrible hydta, civil
war, again raised its myriad uncauterized heads,
dealing death and desiruction for years before
a Hercales could be found to slay the monster.
1 wiil not tax you longer with this extract from
bistory. May it never be repeated as a “cng:
ble case’’—may it never again ‘‘point a meral
for you and me—for us and ours. May our
great country with its grand future never again
know auything of cruel, devastating war, or
even hear upon any breeze, from either North
or South, Kast or West, its ‘‘rude alarms.”’—
Florence 1ichly deserves the name of beautiful,
not only from her lovely situation, but also for
her elegant monuments, her splendid edifices
aad artistic treasures. Well do I remember,
bow beautiful she locoked the first time I gazed
upon her extreme loveliness. It was a bright
summer evening, beveath one of those deeply
blue Ltalian skies, whea 2 fellow-passenger bade
me look from my ear window and behold the
pride of Iraly. Witk a heart that grew warm-
er, and 2 pulse that beat quicker, and a brain
that recailed all that I had read of, I fixed my
eyes in silent admiration upon her, and not
once did I withdraw them until our train had
entered the depot. After arrving at our Ho-
tel and taking a luxurious bath, we sat down
to an elegant and sumptuous diover, spending
an hour at the table, then we took a stroll to view
her Pataces. We found them numerous, exten-
sive and ia their proportions perfect, but I was
struck and impressed with the very severe style
of their architecture, being without porttcos or
columns, and very simple and solid in all their
construction. Their black facades really made
them look more like old citadels than grand
buildings erected with an eye to beauty. Most
of them are monuments of the middle ages and
they impress us with the almost indescribable
genius of severity, so indelibly stamped on these
almost castles and giviug, as they do, a physi-
ognomy £o characteris:ic of this city. Within
their strorg wails has been enacted much of
the history of her people, and those same walls
have beard many aod manya wondrous tale
that will ne'er be told. lhe‘se_ rugged and
strongly bailt palaces of the Ghibellines and
Guelphs, and the pumberless churches bring
to one’s mind the grandeur and wealth of the
past—a grandeur which still sheds light upon
the world. Florence might be called the head-
quarters or the repesitory of the fine arts of
“sunny Ltalia,”” for you will fiad here most of
those grand works in painting and sculpture
that all the celebrated masters have left to pos-
terity, and whose fame and whose names are
as unfading as those rare tints in their pictures.

| 1 found this city & most delightful place to live

.

NumBER 50.

in, It has a fiae climate, provisioas are cheap,
there are good libraries and reading rooms,
splendid galleries of Paintings aud Sculpture,
the people are sprightly and polished and noted
for thrift. There is a saying that when a child
is sent to school they give him a piece of bread
and half a lemon for luncheon; his greediness
makes him eat the lemon first, and his teeth
being set on edge, he is obliged to leave the
bread, which is thus spared for another meal.
Mendicancy is forbidden in Florence, the only

| exception being made in favor of the blind. I

saw fewer beggars here than in any other large
Italian city I visited. I noticed among the
manufactures carried on, that of linen, silk aed
satin. There are also mosaic workshops, where
you can see the most beautiful specimens of this
inlaid work, as flowers, birds, &e. &e. There
are, at present, numerous studios all through
the city, cccupied by artists of every class of
merit, talent and genius. Copies of the best
“Italian masters’”’ may be bought for twenty
to five bundred dollars, according to merit, the
frames of the pictues being generally the best
part of the work. With the exzception of
Rome, there is no other city in Iraly that inter-
ested me so much as this fice old city of Flo-
rence, with its beautiful location and surround-
ings. If you view it from any of the neighbor-
ing hills, you will be compelled to experience a
sense of delight and admiration. Itderivesits
name from the abundance of flowers blossoming
in its fields and gardens. It lies beneath that
soft Italian sun and glitters in all the pride of
its beauty—ia all the loveliness of its graceful
elegance—in that sun-lit valley, through which
the waters of the Arno flow now as they flowed
in"the old days of Tuscan glory—
Those wondrous, fierce old times
Of Guelphs and Ghibellines.

It would be almost impossible for me to tell
you about the magnificent palaces and those
extensive galleries that are filled with the finest
collections of works of art in the world. In
one of these galleries (Uffizi) is the “Venus
de Medici,” with hundreds of other master
pieces of sculpture, as well as some five hun-
dred choice, grand old paintings by celebrated
artists, Some of the palaces contain numerous
and immense libraries, with thousands of vol-
umes of rich and rare books, where the student
and the man of letters may revel to their hearts’
content ‘‘over many quaint and curious vol-
umes of forgotten lore.”” The churches and
cathedrals are also very numerous—there beiog
not less than 170 to the 12,000 bouses. Cross-
es are painted on the houses to protect them
from the ‘‘dirt and the devil.”” Many of the
churches are fine specimens of architecture,
with very rich and elaborate ornamentation
aond contributions of art for their interiors —
There is a seore or more of grand aad dim old
cathedrals that strikingly display the gesius of
a past age. Some of them were a great num-
ber of years in being built, and often the work
begun by one artist witnessed his death and
was then continued by others. In many instan-
ces it was a “‘labor of love,” and the genius of
the builder needed no greater incentive for his
work than the inspiration of his subject and his
devotion to the eause it represented. The Du-
omo (which contaios the tombs of the Medici
line of monarchs) is among the cathedrals to
Florence what St. Paul is to London or St. Pe-
ter's to Rome. Itisa most remarkable struc-
tare for richness, magnificence and lavish cost
for its exterior, and the intericr is replete with
gems ot art. The foundation stone was laid in
1298 and it is not yet completed, there being
much work to be dove on the exterior of the
front, which is to be like the rest of the exteri-
or—covered with white, black and green mar-
ble. There is a great amonnt of the most superb
mosaic work within its splendid walls, Its floor
is a tesselated pavemeut in white, red and blue
marble. 1t certainly excited all my admiration
and love of the beautiful, yet there is one
objection, which, while it may ot detract any-
thing from its grandeur, is a fault tha: 1 find
with all the great cathedrals that I have scen
in BEurope—it is rather dark, owiug to the
smallness of the windows and the rich deep
colors of the beautiful stained glass with which
they are adorned. The cupola is the finest
work of the kind now extant. The entire de-
sign, both internal and external, caunot be sur-
passed, and it greatly exceeds in height and
circumference that of St. Peter’s at Rome.—
Dear reader, will you allow me to recur to one
part of my subtject very briefly, for I fear
that it would be quite a sin of omission not to
make mesntion of one interesting fact while
speaking of the contents of the great Uffizi
gallcries. I refer to the splendid and extensive
display of the far-famed ‘‘Gobelin-tapestry,”’
with which the two sides of one of these galle-
ries is entirely eovered. This is a most liberal
aud superb donation from the illustrions Medi-
ci family. This rich tapestry represents in the
most brilliant colors many interestirg and many
historical scenes on ILtalian records, with all the
distinctness and truthfulness of the best oil
paintings. If Gilles Gobelins, that celebrated
dyer in the reign of Francis I. who gave the
name to this speeies of tapestry, could step in-
to life, he would be charmed to see, and he
would chuckle with delight as he gaz2d upon
such a well-preserved and valuable array of
this peculiar and unique fabriec. Now, patient
friends, fearing to tax you much longer, and
not desiring that this imperfect sketch should
become too prosy, you will draw a long breath
of relief and pleasure, when I say that I am
about concluding what I have told yoa in my
disconnected, rambling away, about the ‘“‘city
of flowers’’ and the treasures of art it contains.
May it be your good fortune, as it has been
mine, to see it in person, and you will not, you
can not, appreciate it more than—
**OcCULAR,”’

Mode of Selecc'lng Delegates.

Editors Spectator :

As the time for selecting rep-
resentatives for the Legislature is near at hand;
you will pardon me for eoquiring how it can
best ba done to reflect the sense of a majority
of the voters? As delegates are usually se-
lected from the townships to the county
convention it is a farce, Dbecause a few
active men in each township, with the cue
from headquarters, usually manipulate the
wires. I eonfess to the difficulty of remedying
the evil. No one will pretend to say that in
the last two or three conventions that have
been held cven an approximation to the wishes
of the voters was arrived at. Nine-tenths of
the people decidedly prefer that such men as
Col. David S. Bell, Wm. M. Tate, John G.
Falton, Absalom Koiner, and men of that
stripe, should have been our representatives,—
That one who is familiar with the forms of
drafiing a bill or detecting errors or imperfee-
tions in them when prepared is important ; and
who would know that there is any great differ-
ence to the producing class between paying
taxes in July and in November? A most se-
rious want in the legislation of the State for
years past has been that too few practical
men, with good common ssnse and in sympa-
thy with the tax-payers, have been selected as
our representatives. Let us see to it that the
evil is remedied. Such articles as cne signed
*X.,” ia Friday’s Whig, is ca'culated to create
erroneous impressions, as not indicating the
seuse of the people, or rather attempting to
manufacture public opiaion

A FARMER,

Capt. Jas. Bumgardner :

Can’t you find time to
give a brief sketch of the duties of the survey-
or of roads, as requested by ‘‘Fair Play’’ a few
weeks ago? If something is not done soon to
mend the efforts of these offlcers, we will not
have roads that can'be traveled over duricg the
winter.

CLODHOPPER.

The Norfolk Journal says : The free school
system, as a State institution, in Virginia, owes
its existence and its present state of compara-
tive perfection to the Conservative party. A
Conservative legislature established the schools,
and the taxzes paid by the Conservative white
element have supported them principally.

Republican Rule.

The Richmond Dispatch assigns as follows
some reasons why it does not desire Republican
rale: ‘‘Wedonot covet,” itsays, ‘‘to have the
negro thrust upon us at every turn; given pre-
ferecce and precedence over us; filling every
petty neighborhood offize ; sitting in judgment
on us and our concerns in 2very neighborly con-
test ; putting us under arrest, and apiog and
caricaturiog the transactions of public business
while dressed in brief autherity.

We do not desire to have our laws made or
administered by him under Republican dicta-
tion, nor to be taxed by a Legislature in which
we will have no effective representation.

We will not that the power of taxation be
put into the hands of the negro for the enrich-
ment of his political owner and commander.

We will not that the whole influence of the
State Government, with a background of Fed-
eral bayonets, shall be so wielded as to put him
in such positions as may best carry out the pur-
poses of the Republican party or gratify their
hatred by annoying the native whites.

We do not wish Virginia to be veiled in
black—expunged, cancelled, two black lines
drawn around and across her—the slave of slaves
—a negro supremacy established here which no
New England State would bear for an instant,
were the party to dare to try it there.

Let us not be understood as being an enemy

or a contemner of the negro. Nowhere has he
more real friends and well-wishers, nor friends
who more fully appreciate the elements of worth
in him. Woe respect in their proper place his
good qualities, which are many. The South
owes a debt to him not only for his past services,
but especially for his conduct as a class duriog
the war. Though he was told that the North
was fighting for his freedom, and the South to
keep him in slavery—that the Federal army
was his friend and the Confederate his enemy
—yet, as a general rule, the race remained on
the plantations and homes ot their masters, the
sole and trusty guardians of the females, the old,
or the feeble, while all the strong were in the
army of the South. They cultivated the crops
and raised the food which supplied our armies
and enabled them so long to keep the field.—
The negro has behaved well, considering all
things. And as he is among and is to stay a-
mong us we wish him to be identified with and
interested in the general weltare—to be a safe
citizen, a useful member of the communrity, and
not a festering uleer of iguorance, bitteraess.
crime, and bestial sensuslity—a non-prodacer,
an ever-present source of mischief and danger
in our widst. Naturally be is kind, docile,
grateful and affectionate. Set free from selfish,
unprincipled interference and false representa-
tions, he would coufide in-and be in accord with
the southera white race, whose prosperity he
would share—a happy, useful, and respectable
peasant—rising high er 2s his natural aptitude
or special capacity enabled him to do so.
Bat, for all bis good qualities and real merits,
he is not yet fit, morally or inteilectnally, to
rule or control a State—to regulate its machin-
ery of government—to deal with its delicate in-
terests. This cannot be learned in a day.”

QUESTION IN A NUTSHELL.

From ap article of the Philadelphia Norih
American, a Republican paper, we extract the
folloging :
*Virgioia eontaies jast two hondred thou-
sand more whites than blacks. Ifthese whites
choose fo unite together they are entitled to
rule by every principle of right and justice.-—
Axud that they should insist upon mezintaining
the ascendeacy of their race in the State gov-
ernment is proper enough. Lt isquite sufficient
that they concede equal political rights to all
races, and are not baunded together for rebel
purposes.”’

As the Richmond Enquirer says, here is the
question in a nut-shell. We siall endeavor in
the future to rule through our white majority,
as we have in the past, and shall accord the
same impartial justice, and the same protection
to the colored minority that has distinguished
Conservative predeminance during the past
four years. There is no disposition on the part
of any white man or set of white men in Vir-
ginia to oppress or wrong the black man. All
we aim atis to keep the government in the
hands of honesty, capacity, intelliigence and true
worth. This will be done.

The Conservatives and Popular Education

Those who prate about the danger that the
publie sehools will be subjected to if the Con-
servatives carry the election were fally answer-
ed in a few strong words by Kemper at War-
renton. Said he: “Six years before the time
appointed by a Radial eonveation the Conserva-
tives had established and organized a system
o: free education, and to-day 266,000 persons,
the great majority colored, were receiving its
benefits, while the white people raised the mo-
ney.”

To be more specific, article VILI section ITI
of the Constitution framed by what was called
the Black Crook convention, provides for the
introdaction of the fres schools into the various
couniies of the State “‘by the year 1876.” A
Conservative Legislature earried thisinto effect
in 1870 —six years before the time required.

$500 BANNER.—The Richmond Whig *‘sug-
gests that some patriotic individual offer 2 mag-
nificent silk banner, worth not less than $500,to
the county giving the largest majority for Kem-
per.”’

We endorse this suggestion, and hope it will
be acted upou, and if Augusta couaty shall not
have the honor of wizning that baoner, it shall
not be the fault of this journal. We do pot
wish to discourage other counties,such as Roek-
ingham, Loudoun, Shenaadoah and others, but
we assure them that, unless they put forth their
whole strength, Augusta will be the baooer
county. She would “‘go for’’ that “‘magnificent
silk banner,” but whether that banner be offer-
ed or not, she will “‘go for”’ the ticket of Kem-
per, Withers and Daniel with a will, and roll
up a large majority.

SocraList TROUBLES IN SPAIN.—Socialism
is becoming popular in Spain as well as in Sua-
bia. In one district in Andalusia the farm la-
borers have banded together, burned the houses
of some forty large land-holders and others who
oppose them, and are demanding a division of
property. The poor wretches do not scem to
realize that no such thing s socialism stands
any chance whatever where even a conservative
republic is a very doubtful experiment.

Jas. Foote Johnson, of Bedford, who ran as
an independent candidate for Congress and was
defeated, has announced that he will support
the Republican party. That is the destination

\of Independent candidates.

Mixed Schools.

Forced at last to meet the issue, Colonel
Hughes tells us in his Norfolk speech that he
is opposed to mixed schools. Knowing full well
that the negroes are too well drilled to deny
him their votes, let his utterances be what they
may, he can well afford to give such an assur-
ance to the white people of the Siate. Bat ad-
mit that such are the views honestly entertain-
ed by him, does any intelligent man believe he
could control the Radieals, if once in power ?—
It is absurd to suppose so for a moment. What
has been their action when they were free to
secure the accomplishment of their designs ?—
In their convention at Jackson, Mississippi,
last week, they unanimously adopted a platform
embodying the principles of mixed schools. The
second resolution was couched in the following
terms: “That we recognize m» disfinctions as
pow cxisting by law in the rights of all the
children of the State to equal privileges, and
to accept such in all public schools, colleges or
uviverstties, and should any of said institutions
of learning deny to any child, on account of
race or color, its equal rights, we pledge our-
selves to enforce the said rights by appropriate
legislation ; and we farther pledge ourselves to
the support of our present institutions of learn-
ing and our present educational system, as a-
bove explaiced.”

So, too, in New York, we fisd in Brooklyn
the question, **Shall colored children be allow-
ed to sit in class with white scholars?”’ has
been submitted to their educational board for
its decision in a way that admits of nothing
short of a plain, straightforward reply. The
petition, in which this question is brought up,
deplores the exclusion of eolored children from
the common enjoyment of the privilege of at-
tending any of the public schools, designating
it as an act of great injustice and teoding to
perpetuate the humiliation and degradation of
the race. A member of the board, in support
of this petition, asserted thatthere was no long-
er a distinction between whites and blacks, and
that all the public schools should be conducted
with that priociple in view. Already, in
Poughkeepsie, this vexed question has been set
at rest by the admission of two eolored pupils
into the pablic schools, and their classifization
the same as the white children.

Friends of the free schools, are you willing to
trust their mapagement to the negroes? Are
you willing to confide this important trust to
the carpet-bag adventurers and such native
whites as are in alliance with them? If not,
see that every friend of the free school system
casts his vote for Kemper, Withers and Daniel.

—Rich. Whig.

o i
Pointed Paragraphs.

The following paragraphsare from the Lynch-
burg Virginian :

It *‘character,”” and not races, though essen-
tially different, is the test of ‘‘social equality,”
how can any white Radical refuse a respectable
colored man aceess to his bed and board? Let
Col. Hughes answer that.

The new *‘social equality”’ doctrice of the
Radical eandidate breaks down all the distine-
tions that have heretofore prevailed in South-
era society. It means the complete cbliteration
of raee lines, i all respects
Kreep it before the people that the Radical
candidate for the office of Governor of Virgin-
ia, holds that *‘character,”’-—not ‘'race, color,
or previous conditizn  of servitude,”’-——is the
test of “*social eqnuality |’

Lzt not our speakers forget that the negro
caudidate for Governor says that his sable con-
stituents are the best workiog class in the world.
D:a this into the ears of the white working peo-
ple of Virginia.

Let the white working mean of Virginia re-
member that Col. Hughes put the negro labor-
ers befere them in faithfuloess and sympathy
with their employers.
1f Col. Hughes shonld get into the Guber-
patorial Mansion at Riecbhmond. he would, to be
true to the doctrines.of his Suffolk speech, have
to throw open its doors, and welsome to his
board every colored man of good ‘*‘character,”

bavirg any claim upon him. This would be
the iegivimate result of his “‘social «(quality”
theory.

e bl
Kemper and Hughes.

Who in all this broad land, from its exireme
Northern limits to the borders of Mexico—Re-
publican or Demcerat—white or black, whe
does not in his heart feel thas the gallant sol-
diers of Lee and Jackson and the noble people
for whom they fought would be lost to a sense
of shame were they to hesitate between him
[ Kemper] who stood shoulder to shoulder with
them ia tne last ditch, and the other, [Hughes]
who aveided the ills he contributed to prodace,
sought refuge in the embrzee and fouad serviea
at the bands of the Vietor?

It can naver be! _The blood of our fallen he-
roes and the shades of our departed braves
would cry, shame upon you; the very women
would rise up ia the power of their contempt
and say, ‘‘Shame upon you.”” Every heart in
the leng'h and breadth of this mighty land
which has a touch of the noble and the true
would join in the ery of ‘‘Shame, shame up-
on you.”’

The trembliog coward, the impecunions seal-
awag, the ignorant negra-might be excused for
hastily leaving the sicking ship, but the brave
and skillful officer who knowingly and wilfally
dared the hidden recks of an unknown shore
and when the davger came abandoned both ship
and crew to the merciés of the “winds and
waves,”” when most they peeded the benefits
of his skiil, his experience and his courage,
stands without justifieation or palliation before
the couutry.

Virginians want no such captains to command
their ship of State.—Rich. Whig.

ROBERT W. HUGHES'S OPINION CF
THE NEGRO.

He has heretofore declared in these identieal
words, viz: ‘‘That the unfitness of the negro
race for the ejoyment of freedom, and their in-
capacity for the task of self-governmient, was
exhibited ia the experience of the British West
Indies, and the bloody example of Hayti ;”’ and
on the same oceasion ia his paper (the Exam:-
ner),that'the Southern peoplefindin their midst
a great mass of a race not akin to themselves
in blood and origin—incapable of providing even
for their owa welfare and sustenance, when left
to themselves, far less of contributing to the gen-
eral prosperity ; ignorant, savage, seasual, need-
ing protection, guidance, instrnetion, control,
authority ; knowing nothing of freedom and ca-
pable ouly of abusing it.”

HIS OPINION OF THE WHITE LABORER.

“Study the charactar of the laboring popu-
Jation all over the world, and where will a la-
boring class anywhere be found so ezemplary
in their conduet, so elevated in their morale, all
things considered, as the negro pepulation of
Virginia.”'— Lynchburg Speech of Robt. W.
Hughes.

The laboring whites of Virginia iaferior in
morals and behavior to the megro! So says
Mr. Huoghe:. He is not conteat to contend for
negro equality, but asserts their superiority
over the great body of the Virgioia people.—
White men, this is true of those of you who
endorse the sentiment by casting your suffrage
for its author, Rob’t W. Hughes, in November
next.— Rich. Whig.

R
A Test Question.
Tke Radical party in Virginia, says the Dis-
patch, is but one division of a grand army,
It keeps step with the other divisions. Here
is the music to which the Mississippi corps is
pow marching. The Republican platform of
that State, adopted last week, says:

““We recognize no distinction, a3 now exist-
ing by law, io the rights of all children of the
State to equal privilege, and to aceept such 10
all public schools, colleges, or universities, and
should any of said institutions of learning deny
to any children, on accouat of race or color, its
equal rights, we pledge ourselves to caforce

\sxid rights by appropriate legislation,”




