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Groceries and Produce.
C. A. RICHARDSON. GEO. R. I.ELL.

RICHARDSON & BELL,^
WHOLESALE AND

I RETAIL, GROCERS,
[ ?AND-

FLOUR IJldffi,
Augusta Street,

STAUNTON, VIRGINIA.
i

We have in store a large and very choice
stock of

Family Groceries,
CONSISTING OF

SUGARS.COFFEES,
SYRUPS,

MOLASSES,
SALT,

FISH,
BACON.

RICE.
CRACKERS,

CHEESE,
All Goods Delivered Free.

BUTTER,
EGGS.

TEAS.
TOBACCO,

BUCKETS,
BROOMS,

COTTON YARN,
SPICES,

CANNED FRUIT,
&C, &C, &C,

which we are selling at the lowest cash rates.

jggjp Special attention to purchase of
Flour for Family use. We guarantee
every barrel sold. ?lgsi

Remember the place for the cheapest Groce-
ries, and call on

july!s RICHARDSON & BELL.

PUBLISHED EVERY TUESDAY MOBJJING BY
J-ii.ch.ard JVta-azy «fc Co.

rTti^oFsubscription.
The subscription price of the Spectator is three

dollars per annum, but it may be discharged by
the payment of two dollars, it paymentbe made
before or at the time the subscription for the
year commences. To such as shall send us five
new subscribers and $10, we wiii send the paper
one year gratis.

When payments are not made strictly in ad-
vance, the regular subscription price of three
dollars will be charged.

p-W- Subscriptions will not be discontinued,
except at the option of the Editor, till all arrear-
ages be paid.

ADVERTISING RATES.
Advertisements will be inserted at the rate

of One Dollar per Square of Eight Lines or less,
ror the first ana 50 cents for each subsequent in-
sertion. Unless the number of insertions be
tnaked upon the manuscript it will be publish-
ed until forbid and charged accordingly.

jjgr- Obituaries, Announcements of Candidates
for Office, Communications calling upon, Advoca-
ting or Opposing Candidates, and all Communi-
cations or Notices cf a Personal or Private char-
acter, or intended or calculated to promote any
Private Enterprise or Interest, will be chargedfor
M advertisements.

Special Notices will be inserted at double
ho advertising rates.

J__r Address?"Staunton Spectator," Staunton,
«>n>nsta Connty, "Va.

Professional Directory.
' t¥7 9I» A." HUDSON.

WW A_t©rney-at-I_aw,
STAUNTON, VA.,

Will practice in the Courts of Augusta and ad-
joiningcounties. Prompt attention paid to col-
lections. Office with W. A. Pratt.

au!9-ly ___________

O TAUNTON DISPENSARY, open dai-
Hlv from BA.M. to 12, and 3.P. M. to 7 P.M.

ADVICE FREE.
Medicine supplied at reasonable rates.

Teeth extracted, filled, &c.,at fixed low charges.
*Patients with tickets from the benevolent are

requested to attend before 12 o'clock.
HENRY LEACH, M. P. S. G. B.

*Blank tickets supplied on application.
maylß ly
CHARLES GRATTAN. A. 8. MAUZY.

GRATTAN <fc MAUZY,
A TTORNEVS-A T-LA W,

Staunton, Va.,
Will practice in all the Courts holden in Staun-
ton, the Circuit Courts of the adjoining counties,
and the Federal Court at Harrisonburg.

_pS~ Prompt attention given to collections.
Uffioeon Court Alley, formerly occupied by

Col. B. Christian. may2o-tf

DOCTOR B. P. REESE !
OFFICE

and residence opposite the Market House.
Special attention given to

DISEASES OF FEMALES.
ap?Town papers copy.

OTICE.? I am still inpossession of all the
forms prescribed by the Judges of the Su-

preme Court of the United States in Bankrupt-
cy, and will still give immediate attention to all
such cases. Two thousand dollars exemption in
Bankruptcy is good against all debts, both new
and old.

My office is in the second story of my build-
ing, diagonally east across Court-lane from Courtbuildinfs. J. B. WATTS,

apl Atty-at-law.
ENRY sT~iIOGSETT,

Veterinary Surgeon,
Augusta street, opposite Court-house,

STAUNTON, Va. I
Treats all domestic animals, and performs all

necessary surgical operations. mar4-6m
~4 M. IIEN_£E-_rM. ».,
>\ . Physician and Surgeon,

STAUNTON, VIRGINIA.,
Respectfully tenders his professional services to
the public, ana may be consulted at his office at
all hours.

p&~ Special attention given to Surgery.
Office?Corner of Main and Augusta streets?

entrance on Augusta street. fe4-ly
WM. H. TKKIULL. WM. M. MCALLISTER.

TERRS-.-' A- McAI-LISTER,
ATTORNEYS AT-LAW,

Warm t>prings, Virginia.
Courts? Aiieghany, Ba*h and Highland, Va.,

and Pocahontas, West Virginia.
Special attention given to collection of

claims and proceeds promptly accounted for.
auo-tf

McCLURE & MILLER,
Wholesale Grocers & Commission merchants,
opposite C. & O. R. R. Freight Depot,

SOLE AGENTS FOR
Snow Hill Kanawha Salt Works,
James River Cement Works,

Jackson & Co's celebrated Kerosene and Lu-
bricating Oils.

1000 barrels Kanawha Salt,
500 " Flour,
100kegs Nails,
100boxes chewing tobacco,
25 " smoking tobacco,
50 kegs Burden Horse Shoes,
10 kegs Burden mule shoes,

50 barrels sugar, 50 bags coffee,
50 barrels kerosene oil?test 110,
25 barrels lubricating,
25 barrels molasses,
20 barrels crackers,

100barrels cement,
100 barrels "A No. 1" Lime,
50 boxes candles, 50 boxes glass,

10,000lbs bacon ?at Jobber's prices tomerchants.
apl

OHN W. UT__EY~
Grocer »*___ Produce Dealer,

Corner of Frederick and Augusta streets, i "
STAUNTON, VA..

Keep- constantly on hand a full stock of
CHOICE FAMILY GROCERIES, j
which he sells at very low figures for cash. His

stock consists, in part, of
Sugars, Bacon,
Coffees, Rice, jTeas, Butter, i
Syrups, Cheese, '

Molasses, Crackers,
Salt, Tobacco,

-Fish, Buckets.
Brooms, Cotton Yarn,

Spices, &c.
The public will find it to their interest to gr'tve

him a call.
Country produce taken in exchange athigl .est

market prices. fell- tf
b H I S M A CO.,

General Commission Merchant ,s,

AND DEALERS IN

PLAS3_gR, __r_r- --_____.-s.ic_vr __. FISH.
SEEDS,

FERTILIZERS,
&c. &c.

No. 13 Main Street,
ALEXANDRIA, VA. '

Particular attention paid to the selling of Flour,
Grain, and Country Produce.

£&* All orders tilled at lowest market rates.
au!3-ly

BUY WHERE YOU CAN GET THE

___,
-Best and Cheapest:FRUIT CANS,

JELLY GLASSES.
STONE WARE,

LOOKING GLASSES.
FINE TABLE CUTLERY,

WAITERS, SPOONS, &c.
Gold Rand and Plain Tea Sets,

With a full line of I
CROCKERY AND GLASSWARE.

It: M. AY RES.
Dealer in all kinds of Country

Produce andfine Groceries. =tBBL
julv22 3m

tl ROCERIES.?The undersigned has just
M ope.jed at J. B. Hoges oldstand, on Augusta street, a complete and

Full Stock ot Frefch G.j oceries, such as 'TEAS,
SOAP,

SYRUPS,
SUGARS, iSPICES,

COFFEEiS.
CANDLES,

CANNED FRUIT,
COUNTRY PRODUCE, *C A call from the
public is solicited, before purchasing; elsewhere.

fe2s-tl GEO. K. HARPER.
\u25a0J R. HOGE _fc B 80.,

(successors to Hoge <fc Mason,)
Wholesale and P.etail Dealers in

Groceries, Produ< >c and Fertilizers.
Highest market pr ice in CASH? paid f or

FLOUR, WHEAT, P;YE, OATS, COR_ f, &c
aug4?

Sportsmen** Si ipplies.?Powder, Shot,
Caps, Fishing Lines and Hooks, Smoking

and Chewing Tobi *cco, Cigars, Flasks, pure
Whiskies, Brandier,, &c. atKAVENAGH'S GROCERY,
julyß tf Cor. Aur-usta and Spring Lai ie.

City papers c opy.

House-keeping Articles.?Coffee M ills.
Bed Cards., Clothes Lines, Lamp Wick

and Shades, Shoe a n d Scrub Brushes, So gar Ild
Spice Boxes, Bra- , 3 Hnd Iron bound fuck-els,
Tubs, Churns M ilk Crocks, Toilet Soap 6, &c?
for sale low at.

X AVENAGH'S GROCERY.,
julyo-tf ' jor- Augusta and Spring Lai _«?

PICKLE? i ANO PRESERVES, lure
Cidw .- Vinegar, Spices of all kinds, fruit

Fleu.'t*- _» a Extract of Lemon and Van ilia,
Cox's Q&J atine, and other delicacies for sale
chaap a*.

KAVENAGH'S GROCERY,
Cor. Augusta St. and Spring Lane..,

K~A_SAWHA SALT !

100 barrels of Kanawha Salt j.ust
rec eive-d. This salt is acknowledged to be xhe
be_t in the world for stock. For sale cheap.
n>_-rll P. B. HOGE «_. BR<3.

GORMAN has received a i iresh
? supply of Fisher's unrivalled __\u25a0 lince

Meat irt half-barrels, and also put up in 1 Jbree
pound "cans. Warranted pure and of the best Ingredu -its. noft-tf

LEA THER! Leather ll?Sole Le rtber,
Krp, and Calf-Skins, at moderate pric e__, fox

sale at BAKER & HB. PS._oc I t/
OOT Goodrich Poti itoii~»JL -mar4HARPE3 J'§.

MEAOE F. WHITE,
ATTORN E Y-AT-L AW,

STAUNTON, VA.,
will practice in the Courts of Augusta, Rock- ,
ingham and Highland.

Refers, by permission, to the Law Faculty of '
the University of Virginia.

Office on Court-house alley. feb 6 ly

PRESTON ATrXYLOR;
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW AND SOLICI-

TOR IN CHANCERY, Staunton, Va., prac-
tices in all the Courts of Augusta and adjoining
counties.

Office?The same formerly occupied by his
father, Col. Geo. Baylor, dec'd, on Augusta St.,
apposite the Court-house. no2l

ti I#B6I JL HA RR I S ON~,
ft A TTORNEY-A T-LA W,

STAUNTON,
Will practice in all the Courts holden in Augus- .
ta county, and in the Circuit Courts of the ad-
joiningcounties. ]

}_§©, Strict attention given to t/ie collection of
Claims.

Office?East of Court-house, o\cr Clerk's of-
fice of Court of Appeal- oc3l-tf
IVMLLIAM R. McCHESNEY,
f? ATTORNEY-AT-LAW,

Staunton, Va.,
Will practice in the Courts o, Augusta. Special

attention given to collecting.
Office on Augusta street, next to Spectator.
July*

_

riIHOMAS I>. RAM SON,
"

JL Attorney-at-Law,
STAUNTON, VA., {

Jffers his professional services in the County
and Circuit Courts of Augusta, and in the Hus- jtings Court and tho Court of Appeals held in _a taunton. Will also prosecute claims elsewhere
through legal correspondents in this and other
States.

_

may3o-ly
H. M. MATHEWS. ALEX. F. MATHEWS.

IfATHEWN A MATHEWS,CH. ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW,
Lewisburg, West Va.,

Practice regularly in the Courts of Greenbrier, (Monroe, Pocahontas and Nicholas counties, W rVa., the Court of Appeals, and the FederalCourts for the District of W. Va.
'

i
-«&_. Particular attention paid to Collectionsmd to special cases anywhere in their State JtnaylT?ly

B^in^ _r.
««0. M. COCHRAS, <ALOIIIN & COCHRAN,

ATTORNEYS AT LAW,
_,_ ____?-. Staunton, Va., IWill practice m all the Courts holden in Augus-
ta county. jan4?tf "

DM. JAMBS JOHHSTOM, j>
DENTIST, IMain Street, Staunton, Va iOffice:?Over Cease's Confectionery Storedec2l?tf

' -

BARE A SPRIMKLE; \FASHIONABLE TAILORS. aJScw St, next door to Mrs. Scherer's Millinery _Store, andZ doorsfrom Loeb's Corner _Staunton, Virginia. f,All work in our line executed with neatnessand dispatch Special attention paid to cutting
repairing and cleansing. -

Augusto 1873 tf
\

. co-partnership heretofore existing between Cayes & Sprinkle has been mutually dissolved c»nd the business will hereafter be conducted by ''
P. B. Graves alone. ?* |

He has reduced his prices for cash, and will dall kinds of work pertaining to the tailoring busoness, in the very best manner, and at figures solow that no one will fail to be satisfied. He has Iremoved his shop to the room formerly occupied
? B-Donaghe as an office, and i vitea Tall his fi .ends and the public generally to jrivehim a call. *

J<fsT__Al_o_-El_ir lHas removed his Shop to the roomformerly o«- \
cupied by Henry Bare,

Two Doors East of Dr. Chapman's Office, 'where he expects to ooen a first claes MER-CHANT TAILORING ESTABLISHMENTsept9-tf

Groceries, &c.

ATTENTION!
Let a discriminating public come and examine

Our Stock of Merchandise !

GROCERIES :

Sugars Vacuum pan, Porto Rico, and
white.

CofFee Rio, Laguayra, ar.d old Gov.
Java.

Tea Hyson, Oolong & Gunpowder.

Syrups Superior table syrups?various
grades.

Haccaroni Cheese and Crackers.
Canned Tomatoes and Peaches.

HARDWARE:
Cutlery.... v ...Pocket Knives and Table Cut-

lery.
Tools Planes, spirit levels, handsaws,

compass saws, buck saws, and
the celebrated "Lightning
Cross-Cut."

Con tractors..Can be supplied with shovels,
picks, and Manilla rope of va-
rious sizes?

Hlaeksmi _ hs.Also, with iron axles, wagon
boxes, and thimble skeens.

As Buckets, Tubs and Churns;
f Garden forks, rakes and spades;
4, Glass of various sizes; Putty;
i Coal oil in barrels, or less quan-
£ tilies; Sasfc Cord and Pulleys;

>~ Merriman's Shutter Fastenings;
S Clark's gravity Blind Hinges;
Z Barn-door Hangers and Strap-
" Hinges ; wood screws, carriage

a_ bolts, &c.
CORN MEAL and MILLOEFAL on hand.?

Full prices paid for DEERSKINS.

mat. RAKER BROS.

JPoetry.
? »»

The Golden Side
There i3many a rest in the road of life,
If we would on'y stop to take it;

And many a tone from the belter land.
Iftho querelous heart would make it!

To th£ sunny soul that is full of hope,
And whose beautiful trust ne'er faileth.

The grass is green and tbe flowers are bright,
Though the winter storm prevaileth.

Better to hope though the clouds hang low,
And to keep the eyes still lifted;

For the sweet blue sky will soon peep thro'
When the ominous clouds are rifted!

There was never a night without a day,
Or an evening without a morning;

And the darkest hour, as tho proverb goes,
Is the hour before the dawning.

There is many a gem in the path of life,
Which we pass in our idle pleasure,

That is richer than the jeweled crown
Or the miser's hoarded treasure;

It may be the love ofa little child,
Or a mother's prayer to heaven,

Or only a beggar's grateful thanks
For a cup of water given.

Better to weave in the web of life
A bright and golden filling,

And to do God's will with a ready heart,
And hands that are ready and willing,

Than to snap the delicate, minute threads
Of our curious lives asunder,

And then blame heaven for the tangled ends,
And sit, and grieve, and wonder.

For the Spectator.
FLORENCE !

[from notes abroad.]
There's a land of flowers in a gentle clime,

Need 1 tell you where fair "Firenze." lies?
She's as lovely now as in the olden time,

As when first she smiled 'neath glorious skies.
This beautiful city, so rightly, so aptly called

the Athens of Italy from its being the cradle
of the fines arts and their great natural Patron,
Civilization, is situated in an extensiveplain sur-
rounded by fine hills, nearly all of which are
cultivated up to their summits. The river
Arno runs through this garden of Italy and di-
vides it into two unequal parts. I think the
population is about 180000, although it is some-
what diffi.ult to fix the precise number of the
inhabitants I remember asking the question
regarding the extent of its population several
times during my visit, without receiving any
reply that varied very materially from this esti-
mate. I found it impossible to hear or learn
anything of a recent census, or gain any official
knowledge upon the subject. The city is ex-
teuded very much beyond its original limits.?
You wiii remember that it is a walled city and
these wai;s have be.n added to and extended
from time to time under different administra-
tions of the government and at four different
epochs. In its early history, it was known as
"Florentii," and the modern Italians call it
"Firenze." It is sty'ed the "Fiower of all cities
and tbe city all flowers," and this figure is not
less applicable than it is beautiful. This Ital-
ian Athens, this magnificent Florence is a glo
rious name among the far-lamed cities of Italy,
whose ever-illustrious name, whose noble f_me
has ever, with an undimmed glory, presented
to the wo; Id, like th it of its great Grecian pro-
totype, ail tho>e grand, ennobling ideas which
have promoted patriotism, advanced liberty and
exalted fine arts. It is a very old city, but
well preserved, and rot-ins and presents much
of its early beauty. Old time has dealt gently
enough aud ali the fresh tints, the graceful de-
velopmeus of her youth are truly and happily
reflected aad blended io a well-matured, healthy
and vigor jus matron, who, apart from her age,
is not surpassed in til the symmetry of her ele-
gant, per ect proporions, not even by her most
cherished child, her proudest offspring?the
"Venus de Medici " I cannot tell you exactly
her age, 'or there appears to be a diversity of
opinions umorg Hisorians, someasserting that
the Etruscans rai-ed her and others declaring
that she was a child of tbe Romans. There
were many Historians who were the very
"pinks of chivalry," and it may only have been
thGir extreme gallantry that has kept them
from telling what they really know (pardon this
little conceit) in regard to what has always
been a most profoutd and unapproachable se-
cret with the "gender sex." I wiii drop the
figure or illustrationthat I have been using and
will leave the learr.ed to decide on the ori-
gin and age of my subject. It was in this city,
between s_veu and eight hundred years ago, or

rpOBACCO 1 TOBACCO !

VVe keep constantly on hand a full supply of

FINE AND CHEAP TOBACCO.
We name the following desirable brands :

Chewing, ?

"Zenona's Nonpareil,"
Hardgrove's 'Ward,"

do "Peach,"
Thomas' "Swananoa,"
"Fluvanna Belle,"
Collie & Co's "Brag" Twist,

do "Pan Cake,"
"Eugene Henry" Twist,
"J. J. Payne"" ditto.

Smoking.

"Ashes of Life,"
"Old Virginia,"
"Old Flu."

au26-lm J. W. TODD & Co.,
one door South of Post Office.

O. C. MORRIS. O. M. GOODE.
J. FRANK DAVIS,

WITH
0. C. MORRIS & CO.,

Augusta Street, Staunton, Va.
au26

CEMENT! CEMENT!? Contractors and
others will find it to their interest to ex-

-amin* our Cement before buying. Roskndale,
James River, Auqsta ana Rosnd Top, con-
stantly on hand.

j-24-tf BAKER BROS.

The Finest * G. P. Tea at
HARPER'S.

TEAS! TEAS!! TEAS!!!?Gunpow-
der, Green, Japan and Black, of the best

qualities and at the lowest prices.
July 2 RICHARDSON & BELL.

A_LdLGOOOS
Delivered Free of Charge

by
RICHARDSON & BELL

17H>R CHOICE GROCERIES
" of all kinds for the least money, call on
'__ RICHARDSON & BELL.

ROASTED COFFEE! in air tight tin-foi~l
packages, fresh from the mill.

RICHARDSON & BELL.

Wants.

WANTED. *"'s.&___"
i»«_«H_uf.ss that will Fay

from $4 to if>B per day: can be pursued in your
own neighborhood; it is a rare chance for tiiose
out of employment or having leisure time; girls
and boys frequently do as well as men. Partic-
ulars free. Address J. LATHAM & CO.,

'292 Washington street, Boston, Mass.
au_.'6-6t

4r_ /inn bushel's ©r wheat.j_|J«!_J|_J\J Wanted to purchase ten
? thousand bushels prime wheat.

aul9-_m P. B. SUtiLETT.
-YITAJ-TEI) !

Vf 20,000 Shingles.
J. H. CALLISON,

au!9 Middlebrook, Augusta co., Va.

WARTiBD.? A good white woman, with-
out incumbrance, to do cooking, wash-

ing and ironing. .Recommendationsrequired.
Apply at Spectator Office. aug!2-tf

HEAT! WHEAT !!?The highest mar-
ket price for prime Whkat, by

juy22 BAKER BROS.
i wool i wooli

20,000 pounds of prime wool wanted I
For which we will pay the highest market price
either cash or trade, at cash prices.

may 13 BAKER BROS.

ARM EN TROUT M CO., are paying the
highest cash prices for BUTTER, EGGS,

CHICKENS and TURKEYS.
nov 19 tf?V &, V copy It

WANTED !?I,BOO LOCUST POSTS and
2U0.U00 feet of PINE LU M BER.

SUMMERSON & TAYLOR,
jel7 Opposite Virginia Hotel.

BOARDING. ?The subscriber can furnish
room and boarding for several persons.

Apply at the Tobacco Store of Cochran <_, Walk-
i er. CEO. S. WALKER.

au26-tf
4>K *_ ."OA TTdnvt _tent-wanted!Allcl-Mraofworktnfrr«o-
--_»«) 10 tb -JV pie,ofeltuerMX, young orold,make more moneyat

work forus intheir spare moments or all the time thanatAnything
.!_.. Particulars free. _.__r_MQ.BUnaop k Co.. Fortland. Main-.

Liquors.

FINE LIQUORS,'PURE LIQUORS,
AMD THE BEST!?A full assortment

kept always on hand by
WILL 1,1A9l WHOLEY,

at the -'Old Reliable" stand, New Street,
STAUNTON, VA.

I have in store and am constantly receiving
the best old brands of Bruce's, Clemmer's, Bum-
gardner's, and other brands of old Whiskies of
Augusta, Kentucky Whiskies, Imported Bran-
dy, Scotch Ale, London Porter, and every va-
riety of Wine, from the most celebrated vintage
of France.

It is a pleasure to wait on customers and
J guarantee my stock to be exactly what I sell
it for, nothing more nor less. Thankful for
nasi encouragement, I solicit a continuance of
the same.Jsss_n WM. WHOLEY.

Coal.
_,? . * _

T J MEHAFFEY. J- R- ZIMMERMAN.

COAL! COAL!!
T. J. MEHAFFEY «fc CO.,

Dealersin Ly ken's Valley,Lorberry, Shamoken,
Bali, Co., John's Red and White Ash Anthra-
cite of all sizes?also George's. Creek Cumber-
land Coal. Having always on hand a large sup-
ply and possessing superior facilities for ship-
ment, we are prepared to furnish families, pub-
lic institutions, Founders and Manufacturers, at
lowest market rates. Clean Coal, 2240 lbs to the

Iton. _,

Office and Yards:
UNION STREET, FOOT OF QUEEN,

je2_-3m ALEXANDRIA, VA.

in the eleventh century, that those two cele-
brated parties called the Guelphs and Ghibel-
line.s were formed. The former were in favor
ot tbe Papacy and the latter of the Empire.
These two parties divided the unfortunate city
into two hostile camp?, and it wasoften stained
with fraternal blood, and for mere than a hun-
dred years, poor Florence suffered all the hor-
rors of a civil war. First one party would be in
power aod victorious, and then the other woula
also for a time be tbe conquerors. Sometimes
the Guelphs would be driven out and banished
for years and then be recalled by the people,
and then the Ghibellineswould in their turn be
banished from Florence, and thus there was con-
tinualwar andblood-shed, until finally the Ghib-
ellines weie banished and were neveragain able
to re-establish themselves as masters. But
even after this happy termination, there was
not a permanent peace, aud the Guelphs, who
had now become tbe dominant power, soon
split into tactions ai.d the terrible hydfa, civil
war, again raised its myriad uncauterized heads,
dealing death and destruction for years before
a Hercule. could be found to slay ihe monster.
I will not tax you longer with this extract from
history. May it never be repeated as a 'cita-
ble case"?may it never again "point a moral"
for you and me ? for us and ours. May our
great country with its grand future neveragain
kuow anything of cruel, devastating w;ir, or
even hear upon any breeze, from eiiher North
or South, East or West, its "rude alarms."?
Florence i ichly deservos the name of beautiful,
not only from ber lovely situation, but also for
ber elegant monuments, her splendid edifices
aud artistic treasures Well do I remember,
bow beautiful she loooked tbe first time I gazed
upon her extreme loveliness It was a bright
summer eveuiog, beneath ono of those deeply
blue Italianskies, when a fellow-passenger bade
me iook lrom my car window and behold the
pride of laly. With ab< art that grew warm-
er, and a pulse that beat quicker, and a brain
that recalled all that I had read of, I fixed my
eyes io silent admiration upon ber, and not
once did I withdraw them until our train had
entered the depot. After arriving at our Ho-
tel and taking a luxurious bath, we sat down
U an elegant and sumptuous dinner, spending
an hour at the table, then we took a stroll to view
her Palaces. We found them numerous, exten-
sive and in tbeir proportions perfect, but I was
struck and impressed with the very severestyle
of their architecture, beiog without porticos or
columns, and very simple and solid in all their
construed in. Their black facades really made
them look more like old citadels than grand
buildings erected with an eye to beauty. Most
of tbcm a.c monumentsof tbe middleages and
they impiess us with the almost indescribable
genius of severity, soiodchbly stamped on these
almost castles and giving, as they do, a physi-
ognomy so characteristic of this city. Within
their strorg wails his been enacted much of
the history ot her people, and those same walls
have heard many aad many a wondrous tale
that will ne'er be told. These rugged and
strongly biilt palaces ot the Gmbellines and
Guelphs, and the numberless churches bring
to one's mind the grandeur and wealth of the
past-a grandeur which still sheds light upon
the world. Florence might be called the head-
quarters or tbe repository of the fine arts of
"sunny Italia," for you will find here most of
those grand works in painting and sculpture
that ail the celebrated masters have left to pos-
terity, and whose fame and whose names are
as unfading as those rare tints in their pictures.
I found this city a most delightful place to live
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in. It has a fine climate, provisions are cheap,
there are good libraries and reading rooms,
splendid galleries of Paintings and Sculpture,
the people are sprightly and polished and noted
for thrift. There is a saying that when a childis sent to school they give him a piece of bread
and half a lemon for luncheon ; his greediness
makes him eat the lemon first, and his teeth
being set on edge, be is obliged to leave the
bread, which is thus spared for another meal.
Mendicancy is forbidden in Florence, the only
exception being made in favor of the blind. I
saw fewer beggars here than in any other large
Italiancity I visited. I noticed anion, the
manufactures carried on, that cf linen, silk aod
satin. There are also mosaic workshops,where
you can see ihe most beautiful specimens of this
inlaid work, as flowers, birds, &c. &c. There
are, at present, numerous studios al! through
the city, occupied by artists of every class of
merit. taleDt and genius, Copies of the best
''Italian masters" may be bought for twenty
to five hundred dollars, according to merit, the
frames of the pictues being generally the best
part of the work. With the exception of
Rome, there is no other city in Iraly that inter-
ested me so much as this fine old city of Flo-
rence, with its beautiful location and surround-
ings. If you view it from any of the neighbor-
ing hills, you will be compelled to experience a
sense of delight and admiration. It derivesits
name from the abundanceofflowers blossoming
in its fields and gardens. It lies beneath that
soft Italian sun and glitters in all the pride of
its beauty?in all the loveliness of its graceful
elegance?in that sun-lit valley, through which
the waters of the Arno flow now as they flowed
in* the old days of Tuscan glory?

Those wondrous, fierce old times
Of Guelphs and Ghibellines.

It would be almost impossible for me to tell
you about the magnificent palaces and those
extensive galleries that are filled with the finestcollections of works of art in the world. In
one of these galleries (Uffizi) is the "Venusde Medici," with hundreds of other masterpieces of sculpture, as well as some five hun-dredchoice, grand old paintings by celebratedartist3. Some of tbe palaces contain numerous
and immense libraries, with thousands of vol-
umes of rich andrare books, where the student
and the man of letters may revel to tbeirhearts'
content "over many quaint and curious vol-
umes of forgotten lore." The churches and
cathedralsare also very numerous?there being
not less than 170 to the 12,000 bouses. Cross-
es are painted on the houses to protect themfrom the "dirt and the devil." Many of thechurches are fine specimens of architecture,
with very rich and elaborate ornamentation
aod contributions of art for their interiors ?

There is a score or more of grand and dim oldcathedrals tbat strikingly display the genius of
a past ago. Some of them were a great num-
ber of years in being built, and often the work
begun by one artist witnessed his death and
was tbea continued by others. In many instan-
ces it was a "labor of love," and the genius of
the builder needed no greater incentive for his
work than the inspirationof his subject and hisdevofion to the cause it represented. The Du-
offlo (which contains the tombs of the Mediciline of monarchs) is among the cathedrals to
Florence what St. Paui is to London or St. Pe-
ter's to Rome. It is a most remarkable struc-
ture for richness, magnificence aod lavish cost
for its exterior, and the interior is replete with
gems ot art. The foundation stone was laid in
1293 and it in not yet completed, there being
much work to be done on the exterior of thefront, wbich is to be like the rest cf the exteri-
or?overed with white, black and green mar
ble. There i* a great amount of the most superb
mosaic work within it? splendid walls. Itsfboris a tesselated pavemeut iv white, red and blue
marble. It certainly excited all my admiration
and love of the beautiful, yet there is ooe
objection, which, while it may not detract any-
thing from its grandeur, is a fault tha; 1 find
with all the great cathedrals that I have seen
in Europe?it is rather dark, owiug to tbe
smallness of the windows and the rich deep
colors of the beautiful stained glass with wbich
they are adorned. The cupola is the finest
work of the kind now extant. The entire de-
sign, both internal and external, cannot be sur-
passed, and it greatly exceeds in height andcircumference that of St. Peter's at Rome.?
Dear reader, will you allow me torecur to one
part of my subject very briefly, for I fear
that it would be quite a sin of omission not to
make mention of one interesting fact while
speaking of the contents of the great Uffizi
gailcriea. I refer to the splendid and extensive
display of the far-famed "Gobelin-tapestry,"
with which the two 6idcs of one of these galle-
ries is entirely covered. This is a most liberal
and superb donation from the illustrious Medi-
ci family. This rich tapestry represents in the
most brilliant colors many interesting and many
historical scenes on Italian records, with ad the
distinctness and truthfulness of the best oil
paintings. If Gilles Gobelins, that celebrated
dyer in thereign of Francis I. who gave the
name to this species of tapestry, could step in-
to life, he would be charmed to see, and he
would chuckle with delight as he gaz.d upon
such a well-preserved and valuable array of
this peculiar and unique fabric. Now, patient
friends, fearing to tax you much longer, and
not desiring that this imperfect sketch should
become too prosy, you will draw a long breath
of relief and pleasure, when I say that I am
about concluding what I have told you iv my
disconnected, rambling away, about the "city
of flowers" and tbe treasures of art it contains.
May it be your good fortune, as it has beenmine, to see it in person, and you will not, you
can not, appreciate it more than?

"Occular,"
[ .«.«

Mode of Selecting Delegates.
Editors Spectator :

As the timefor selecting rep-
resentatives for the Legislature is near at hand,-
you will pardon me for eoquiring how it can
best be done to reflect the sense of a majority
of the voters? As delegates are usually se-
lected from the townships to the county
convention it is a farce, because a few
active men in each township, with the cue
from headquarters, usually manipulate thewires. I confess to the difficulty of remedying
the evd. No one will pretend to say that in
the last two cr three conventions that have
been held oven an approximation to the wishes
of the voters was arrived at. Nine-tenths of
the people decidedly prefer that such men as
Col David S. Bell, Win M. Tate, John G.
Fulton, Absalom Koiner, and men of that
stripe, should have been our representatives.?
That one who is familiar with the f -rms cf
drafting a bill or detecting errors or imperfec-
tions in them when prepared is important; and
who would know that there is aoy great differ-
ence to the producing class between paying
taxes in July and ia November? A most se-
rious want in the legislation of the State for
years past has been that too few practical
men, with good common sense and in sympa-
thy with the tax-payers, have been selected as
our representatives. Let us see to it that the
evil is remedied. Such articles as one signed
"X," in Friday's Whig, is calculated to create
erroneous impressions, as not indicating the
sense ot the people, or rather attempting to
manufacture public opinion

A Farmer.
. . ?.

Capt. Jas. Bumgardner :

Can't you find time to
give a brief sketch of the duties of the survey-
or of roads, as requested by "Fair Play" a few
weeks ago? If something is not done soon to
mend the efforts of these officers, we will not
have roads that can'be traveledover during the
winter.

Clodhopper.
?. -*?

The Norfolk Journal says : The free school
system, as a State institution, in Virginia, owes
its existence and its present state of compara-
tive perfection to the Conservative party. A

, Conservative legislature establishedthe schools,
and the taxes paid by the Conservative white

) element have supported them principally.

Republican Rule.
The Richmond Dispatch assigns as follows

some reasons why it dees not desire Republican
rule: "We do not covet," it says, "tohave the
negro thrust upon us at every turn ; given pre-
ference and precedence over us ; filling every
petty neighborhood oflice; sitting in judgment
on us and our concerns in overyneighborly con-
test; putting us under arrest, and aping and
caricaturing the transactions of public business
while dressed in brief authority.

We do not desire to have our laws made or
administered by him under Republican dicta-
tion, nor to be taxed by a Legislature in which
we will have no effective representation.

We will not that the power of taxation be
put into the hands ot the negro for the enrich-
ment of his political owner and commander.

We will not that the whole influence of the
State Government, with a background of Fed-
eral bayonets, shall be so wieldedas to put him
in such positions as may best carry out the pur-
poses of the Republican party or gratify their
hatred by annoying the native whites.

We do not wish Virginia to be veiled in
black?expunged, cancelled, two black lines
drawnaround and across her?the slaveof slaves
?a negro supremacy established here which no
New England State would bear for an instant,
were the party to dare to try it there.

Let U3 not be understood as being an enemy
or acontemner of the negro. Nowhere has he
more real friends and well-wishers, nor friends
who morefully appreciate the elements of worth
in him. We respect in their proper placo his
good qualities, which are many. The South
owes a debt to him not only for his past services,
but especially for his conduct as a class during
the way. Though he was told tbat the North
was fighting for his freedom, and the South to
keep him in slavery?that the Federal army
was his friend and the Confederate his enemy
?yet, as a general rule, the race remained on
the plantations and homes ot theirmasters, the
sole and trusty guardians of the females, the old,
or the feeble, while all the strong were in the
army of the South. They cultivated the crops
and raised the food which supplied our armies
aud enabled them so long to keep the field.?
The negro has behaved well, considering all
things. And a3 he is among and is to stay a-
mong us we wish him to be identified with and
interested in the general welfare?to be a safe
citizen, a useful member of the community, and
not a festering u'c.r of ignorance, bitterness,
crime, and bestial sensuality?a non-producer,
an ever-present source of mischief aod danger
in our midst. Naturally be is kind, docile,
grateful and affectionate. Set free from selfish,
unprincipled interference and false representa-
tions, he wouldcotfidein and be in accord with
the southern white race, whose prosperity he
would share ? a happy, useful, and respectable
peasant?rising high er as his natural ap itude
or special capacity enabled him to do so.

B_t, for all his good qualities and real merits,
he is not yet fi*, morally or intellectually, to
rule or control a State?to regulate its machin-
ery cf government?to deal with its delicate in-
terests. This cannot be learned iv a day."

QUESTION IN A NUTSHELL.
From an article of the Philadelphia North

American, a Republican paper, we extrac" the
following:

"Virginia eontuosjast two hundred thou-
sand more whites tlun-blacks. If these whites
choose to unite together they are entitled to
rule by every principle of right aod justice.?
And that they should insist ujjou m-intainiug
the ascendency of their race iv the State gov-
ernment is proper enough. It is quite sufficient
that they concede equal political rights to all
races, and arc not bauded together for rebel
purposes."

As the Richmond Enquirer says, here is the
question in a nut-shell. We shall endeavor in
the future to rule through our white majori.y,
as we have in the past, and shall accord the
same impartial justice, and the tame protection
to the coloredminority that has distinguished
Conservative predominance during the past
four years. There is no disposition oo the part
of any white man or set of white men in Vir-
ginia to oppress or wrong the black man. Ali
we aim at is to keep the government io the
hands of honesty, capacity, intelligence and true
worth. This willbe done.

1 m »-?

Tne Conservatives and Popular Edncation
Those who prate about the danger that the

public schools will be subjected to if the Con-
servatives carry the election were fully answer-
ed in a few strong words by Kemper at War-
renton. Said he : "Six years before the t'me
appointed by a Radial convention the Conserva-
tives had established and organized a pystem
0! free education, acd to-day 260,000 persons,
the great majority colored, were receiving its
benefits, while the white people raised the mo-
ney."

To be more specific, article VIII section 111
of the Constitution framed by what was called
the Black Crook convention, provides for the
introduction of the free schools into the various
coun:ics of the State "by the year 1876." A
ConservativeLegislature carried this into effect
in 1870?six years before the time required.

... ...i...

$500 Banner.?The Richmond Whig "sug-
gests that some patriotic individual offer a mag-
nificent silk banner, worth not less than $500,t0
the county giving the largest majority for Kem-
per.

We endorse this suggestion, and hope it will
be acted upoo, and if Augusta county shall not
have the honor of wiuning that banner, it shall
not be the fault of this journal. We do not
wish to discourage other counties,such as Rock-
ingham, Loudoun, Shenandoah and others, but
we assure them that, unless they put forth their
whole strength, Augusta will be the banner
county. She would "go for" that "magnificent
silk banner," but whether that banner be offer-
ed or not, she will "go for" the ticket of Kem-
per, Withers and Daniel with a will, and roll
up a large majority.

.+\u25a0«_-\u25a0

Socialist Troubles in Spain.?Socialism
is becoming popular in Spain as well as in Sua-
bia. In one district in Andalusia the farm la-
borers have banded together, burned tbe houses
of some forty large land-holders and others who
oppose them, and are demanding a divi.-ion of
property. The poor wretches do not seem to
realizs that no such thing as socialism stands
any chance whatever where even a conservative
republic is a very doubtful experiment.

.-#-«

Jas. Foote Johnson, of Bedford, who ran as
an independent candidate for Congress and was
defeated, has announced that he will support
the Republican party. That is the destination
of Independentcandidates.

Number 50.
Mixed Schools.

Forced at last to meet the issue, Colonel
Hughes tells us in his Norfoik speech that he
is opposed to mixedschools. Knowing full well
that the negroes are too well drilled to deny
him their votes, let bis utterancesbe what they
may, he can well afford to give such an assur-
ance to the whitepeople of the State. But ad-
mit that such are the views honestly entertain-ed by bim, dies any intelligent man believe hocould control the Radicals, if once in power ??
It is absurd to suppose so for a moment. What
has been their action when ihey were free to
secure the accomplishment of their designs??
In their convention at Jackson, Mississippi,
la_t week, they unanimouslyadopted a platform
embodjing the principles ofmixed schools. The
second resolution was couched in the fallowing
terms: ''That we recognize m distinctions as
now existing by law ia the righrs of all the
children of the State to equal privileges, and
to accept such in all public echools, colleges oruniversities*, aad should any of said institutionsof learning deny to aoy child, on account of
race or color, its equal rights, we pledge our-
selves to enforce the said rights by appropriate
legislation; and we further pledge ourselves to
the support ofour present institutionsof learn-
ing and our present educational system, a3 a-
bove explained."

So, too. in N.w York, we firsd in Brooklyn
the question, 'Shall colored children be allow-
ed to fit in class with white scholars?" hasbeen submitted to their educational board for
its decision in a way that admits of nothing
short of a plain. straightforward reply. Thepetition, iv which this question is brought up,
deplores the exclusion of colored children from
the common enjoyment of tbe privilege of at-
tending any of the public schools, designating
it as an act of great injustice and tending to
perpetuate the humiliation and degradation of
the race. A member of the board, in support
of this petition, asserted that therewas no long-
er a distinction between whites and black 4, and
that all the public schools should ba conductedwith that principle in view. Already, in
Poughkeepsie, this vexed question ha3been set
at rest by tho admission of two colored pupils
into the public schools, and their class;fuation
tho same as the white children.Friends of the free schools, are you willing to
trust their management to the negroes? Are
you willing to confide this important trust to
the carpet-bae adventurers and such nativewhites as are in alliance with them ? It' not,
see that every friend of the free school system
casts bis vote for Kemper, Withers and Daniel.
? Rich. Whig.

Urn

Pointed Paragraphs.
The following paragraphs are from "the Lynch-

burg Virginian :

If "character," and not raeos, though essen-
tially different, is the test of "social »quality,"
how can any white Radical refuse a respectable
colored man access to his bed and board ? Let
Col. Hughes answer that.

The new "social equality" doctrine of theRadical candidate breaks down all the distinc-
tions that have heretofore prevailed in South-
ern society. It means the complete obliteration
of race lines, in all respects

K-ep it before the people that the Radical
candidate for the office ot Governor of Virgin-
ia, holds that "character,"?not "race, color,
or previous c.ndiri .n of servLude,"?is the
test of "social equality !''

not our speakers forget that the negro
candidate for Governor says that his sable con-
stituents are the best working class in the world.D:o this into the ears of the white working peo-
ple of Vir_;i::i_..

Let the white working men of Virginia re-
member that Col. Hushes put tbe negro labor-
ers before them in faitbfulnes.s and sympathywith their employers.

If Col. Hughes should get into the Guber-
natorial Mansion at Richmond, he would, to bo
true to the doctrines.of his Suffolk speech, have
to throw opea its doors, and welcome to his
board every colored man cf good "character."baring »ny claim upon him. This w u!d be
the legitimate result of his "social treality"
the. ry.

Kemper and Hushes.
Who in all ibis brosd land, from its extremeNorthern Bait! to the borders of Mexico?Re-

publican or Democrat?white or black, who
does not in his heart feel tha'. the gallant sol-diers of L.c acd Jackson ar.d the noble people
for whom they fought would ho lost to a sense
of sharao were they to hesitate between him[Kemper] who stood shoulder to shoulder with
them io tne last ditch, and tbeother, [Hughes]
who avoided the ills he contributed to produca,
sought refuge in the embrace and found service
at the hands of the Victor?

It CM r.-ver be ! .The blood of our fallen he-
roes and the shades of our departed braveswould cry, shame upon you ; the very womenwould ri3e up io the power of tbeir contempt
and say. "Shame upon you." Every heart io
the leng h and breadth of this mighty land
which has a touch of the noble and the true
would join in the cry of "Shame, shame up
ou you."

The trembling coward, tbe impecunious scal-
awag, the ignorant bo excused for
hastily leaving the sinking ship, but the braveand skillful officer who knowingly and wilfully
dared the hidden rocks of an unknown shore
and wheu the danger cimc abandoned both ship
aod crew to the mercies of the "winds andwaves," when most they needed tho benefits
of his skill, his experience and his courage,
stands without justification or pallia.ion before
tbe couutry.

Virginianswant no such captains tocommand
their ship of State.? Rich. Whig.

. . 0*

ROBERT W. HUGHES'S OPINION OF
THE NEGRO.

He has heretofore declared in these identical
words, viz: "That the unfitness of the negro
race for the enjoyment of freedom, and their in-
capacity for the task of self-government, was
exhibited io the experience of the British West
Indies, and the bloody example of Hayti;" and
on the same occasion ia his paper (the Exami-
ner),th&t"tbe Southern peoplebad in\heirm\dat
a great mass of a race not akin to themselves
in bloodand origin?incapable ofproviding even
fur their own welfare and sustenance, when left
to themselves, far less ofcontributing to the gen-
eralprosperity ; ignorant, savage, sensual, need-
ing protection, guidance, instruction, control,
authority ; knowing nothing of freedom and ca-
pable only of abusing it."

niS OPINION OF THE TYHirE LABORER.
"Study the cbaractar of the laboring popu-

lation all over the world, and where will a la-
boring class anywhere be found so exemplary
in their conduct, so elevatedin theirmorale, all
things considered, as the negro papulation r.f
Virginia."? Lynchburg Speech of Robt. TF.
Hughes.

The laboring whites ot Virginia inferior in
morals and behavior to tbe negro! So says
Mr. Hughe!. He is not content to contend for
negro equality, but asserts their superiority
over the great body of the Virginia people.?
White men, this is true cf those of you who
endorse the sentiment by casting your suffrage
for its author, Rob't W. Hughes, in November
next, ? Rich. Whig.

A Test Question.
The Radical party in Virginia, says tho Dis-

patch, is but one division of a grand army.
It keeps step with the other divisions. Here
is the music to which the Mississippi corps is
now marching. The Republican platform of
that State, adopted last week, says :

"We recoenize no distinction, as now exist-
ing by law, in the rights of all children of the
State to equal privilege, and to accept such in
ail public schools, colleges, or universities, and
should any of said institutionsof learning deny
to any children, on account of race or color, its
equal rights, we pledge ourselves to caforce
said rights by appropriate legislation."


