
Death op a Veteban Journalist.
The Hon. John S. Gallaher, third audi-
tor of the treasury under the Fillmore
administration,and afterwardsfor many
years a clerk in the Treasury Depart-
ment, died at his residence in Washing-
ton on the Sth inst., in the Slst year of
his age. Mr. Gallaher was a practical
printer, and after the war of 1812, in
which he was a soldier, worked as a
journeyman on the old National Intel-
ligencer. He was a native of Jefferson
county, Va., and more than a half cen-
tury ago published a paper at Harper's
Ferry called the Farmers' Repository,
which was afterwards merged into the
Virginia Free Press at Charlestown,
with which he was associated for many
years. Mr. Gallaher represented Jeffer-
son county in the Virginia Legislature
for several sessions, and was afterwards
transferred to the State Senate, where
he served with much credit. He after-
wards edited the Winchester Republi-
can, the Richmond Whig and the Rich-
mond Republican. He advocated the
nomination of Gen. Taylorfor thepresi-
dency over Mr- Clay in 1848, and upon
his election was appointed third auditor
of the treasury, which position he held
until Mr. Pierces election to the presi-
dency. For several years Mr. Gallaher
was oneof the leading editorial writers
on the National Intelligencer, and be-
sides being a gentleman of extensive in-
formation, was recognized as a writer of
much force. As a man he was singular-
ly pure and straightforward.
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The Execution of Two Assassins.
At Port Tobacco, in Charles county, Md ,

last Friday, two colored men, named
Charles Henry Simpson and Martin
Henry, were hanged for the murder of

' .Johu W. Everett, a much-esteemed
young man, who waskilled while asleep
in his room overWarring's store, where

' he was employed as a clerk, near Gly-
' mont, on thePotomac river, on the night

' of July 10, 187G. The assassins werefoil-
' ed in their purposes of robbery by the

' resistance of the iron safe in the store,
and their totalbooty did not amount to
much over thirty dollars in money, be-
sides some articles of clothing, &c,
which afterwards assisted in identifying
them as the assassins. Both the mur-

derers fully confessed theirparticipation
! in this crime, as well as in a long series

' of burglaries in the Potomac counties of
Maryland.

We suppose that, on yesterday, there
was a warm discussion in the House, and '
that the House votedto reject the dcci- i
sion of the Commission in reference to i
the vote of Florida. But as it cannot ;
prevent the vote ofthat Statefrom being i
given to Hayes, the Electoral Conven- i
tion, composed of the two Houses in
joint session, will proceed to count the
votes of other States. There willbe no
farther difficulty till Louisiana is reach
ed, the decision upon which will most
probably determine who will be declar-
ed our next President.

The feeling of the Democrats at pre
sent is that of discouragement.

They fear that the members of the
Court, like the membersofCongress, are
controlledby theirparty feelings.
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The May-Bennett Duel.?The N.
Y. World s&ya that a statement which
seems tp be authoritativeis now current
in "society circles" as to the true pro
ceedings in the May-Bennett duel. It
is asserted tbat when the seconds asked
the principals if they were ready, Mr.
May twicereplied that he was not; that
after the second asked, the snap of a pis-
tol was heard; that Mr. May's second
thereupon advancedin front of Mr. Ben-
nett and asked if it was bis pistol which
had snapped; that Mr. Bennett exhibit-
ed his weapon in proof that such was
not the case; that Mr. May then spoke
up and said his pistol had accidentally
snapped: that after this the seconds ad-
judged to Mr. Bennett the right to fire;

; that Mr. Bennett levelled his pistol,
took aim, and then, suddenlythrowing

' up his arm, fired in the air.* Whereby
? the duel ended with no blood.

?? 4 ?* * '

The Dismissal of Midhat Pasha.
? The sudden dismissal of Midhat Pasha
t from theposition of Grand VizierofTur
t key was evidently a surprise to Europe,
; and gave rise to many speculations as to
- its cause and purpose. The fact that
- Edhein Pasha waa appointed to succeed
t him led some to suppose that the mean-
f ing ofthe movement was a change of

i policy, but beyond the merest specula-
-3 tion there is nothing to show any inten-
-1 tion on the part ofthePorte to make any
i modificationof its policy which would
I not have been made had Midhat been
r retained. Indeedit would appear from

one account that the dismissal ofthe able
and imperious Grand Vizier was due to

_ the discovery of aplot in which he me-
e tended to effect a coup d'etat to accom-
. plish the abdication of tbe Sultan and
B make himselfdictator.

ftmtn fptdtta. ;
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The Electoral Commission, j

The decision arrived at by the Electo- 1
ral Commission on last Wednesday ere- ]
ateda great deal of interest throughout J
the country. It was a great disappoint- '
ment to the Democrats and had quite a
depressing effect upon their spirits, and
inspired the Republicans with renew- 1
ed hopea of success. The following Is
the minute of the official record of the
Commission:

On motion of Mr. Justice Miller-
Ordered, That no evidence willbe re-

ceived or considered by tbe Commission
which was not submitted to the joint
convention of the two Houses by the
Presidentof the Senate with the differ
ent certificates, except such as relates to
the eligibility of F. C. Humphreys, one
of the electors.

The vote is as follows:
Yeas?Messrs. Bradley, Edmunds,

Frelinghuysen, Garfield, Hoar, Miller,
Morton and Strong?B.

Nays?Messrs. Abbott, Bayard, Clif-
ford, Field, Hunton, Payne and Thur-
man?7. .

On motion of Mr. Abbott?
Resolved, That in the case of Florida

this Commission will receive evidence
relating to the eligibility of Frederick
C. Humphreys, one of the persons
named in thecertificate No. 1 as elector.

The following is the vote :

Yeas?Messrs. Abbott, Bayard, Brad-
ley, Clifford, Field, Hunton, Payne and
Thurman?B.

Nays?Edmunds, Frelinghuysen,Gar-
field, Hoar, Miller, Morton and Strong
?7.

The most unfavorable feature of the
action of the Commission was the fact
that it was done, seemingly, by a strict-
ly party vote. The effect of the first or-
der, excluding all testimony not submit-
ted to the two houses by the president
of the joint convention, is to shut out
all the testimonyby the House showing
thefraudofreturning officers. The Dem-
ocrats were anxious to show the corrup-
tions of the returning boards, but it
is probably just as well as it is, for if
that had been the case, the time between
now and the 4th of March would have
been consumed in the investigation and
discussions, and if no election had been
made by that time, the present Vice
PresidentFerry would have been acting
President.

On Thursday, before the Commission,
the caseof Humphriesbeing up evidence
was given and the ground taken by tbe
Democratic side that his letter of resig-
nation of the office of United States
shipping commissioner to Judge Wood,
and the latter's acceptance of it by letter
written in Ohio in October last, was not
a legal or effective resignation, the ac-
ceptance not tbe act of tbe Circuit
Court of Florida, the court not being
then in session, and there being no re-
cord since of such resignation. Tbe ar-
gument was opened by Judge Hoadley,
holding that in tbe eventof the election
of an ineligible individual the election
was void. Mr. Shellabarger followed on
the other side, alluding, however,to the
quo warranto proceedings, which he al-
leged were not before the Commission,
being only alluded to in the certificate of
Gov. Drew, and indicating veryclearly
the ground of tlie republican side that
all that was done by the courts, Leg-
islature and Governor ofFlorida after
the 6th of December, the day of cast-
ing the electoral vote, was a nullity.?
Mr. Evarts argued to the same effect.

Argument in the case was closed by
Mr. Merrick, in opposition to the eligi-
bility of Humphreys. In making it he
was subjected to a running fire of ques-
tions that interrupted but did not break
the thread of his argument, and, on the
whole, seemed to strengthen his points.

On Friday, the electoral commission,
was in session from 10 o'clock A. M. to
8 o'clock, P. M. By a vote,eight to sev-
en, the same as decided the question of
the admission of testimony, the commis-
sion declared that the four electoral votes
ofFlorida should be counted for Hayes
and Wheeler, thu3 recognizing the eligi-
bility of Humphreys.

The following are the points of tbe
decision :I The commission, exercising the

of both houses under the law,
ring examined all the certificates
>ers referred to them, find that
ye no authority to hear evidence
or in other words, to hear evi-

utside ol the certificate of the
or of the State of Florida, fouud-
i the determination of the can-
board of the State as to its vote.

, The commission could not con-
evidence any act of the Legisla

courts in determining whom the
id appointed as electors after the
i said electors gave their vote.?
In regard to the alleged ineligi-
f F. C. Humphreys there was not
it proof that he held officeon tbeNovember,
aturday, at 1 o'clock, the two
of Congress met in joint session
ye and consider the decision of
ictoral Commission on the vote
da.
1 the decision was read, Repre-

\u25a0e Fieldpresentedobjections sign-
le required number of Senator.?
presentatives as follows:
tora Jones, Cooper, Barnum,
, Saulsbury, and Macdonaldi
presentatives Knott, Field, Hol-
'ucker, Thompson, Jenks, Fen-
lylor, Wise, Morrison, Hewitt,
inger.
louses then separated to consider
ctions. Without taking action
em, the House at 3 P. M., voted
a recess until Monday at ten

-ayes, IG3; nays, 108.
irincipal objections to the action
ommission were that the corn-
had excluded all evidence taken
two houses of Congress as to
fee, iv the Florida election, as
is all evidence to prove that the
f Florida, by all departments of
.?ernment, has repudiated the
tes of Governor Steamsand the
ig board.
Senate, without discussion, ac-
he decision of the Commission,
;ified the House that they were
< proceed with the count. Hut
>k arecess until Monday, upon
ntified of the action ofthe House,

i Senate a motion for recess to
was urged by the Democrats I

?aj-es 2fi, noes 41?strict party I
liermau offered the following :

?cri, That the decision of "the |
sion upon the electoral votes o
c ofFlorida stand as the judg
the Senate, the objection mad*to thecontrarynotwithstandingI by a strict party vote,
cceptance by the Senate of tin
of the electoralcommissionpub
thepower ofthe House fet ehangi
It, as under the; late law it re

quires the negative vote ofboth Houses
acting separately, to reject the decision
of the Commission.

The Bottom Falling Out.?The
Washington correspondent of the
Springfield (Mass.) Republican thinks
it is not strange that many ofthe repub-
lican leaders aregrowing discouraged.?
One of them remarked the other day,
"The bottom is falling out." Logan
beaten in Illinois and an Independent
sent in his place; Butler losing caste in
Massachusetts; Hoar sent to the Senate
in place of Boutwell; NewJersey send-
ing a democrat to the Senate; Alcorn
and Robertson from the South going
over to the other side, until it is evident
that the Senate can no longer (after this
session) be relied on as republican, even
less than is a republican President?tru-
ly the tide is sweeping on in a fearful
manner, and it threatens to overwhelm
a once powerful party.

_ * » .

Death of Rear Admiral Wilkes.
?Rear Admiral Wilkes, U. S. X. retired
list, died in Washington city last Thurs-
day morning. Admiral Wilkes con-
ducted the famous Wilkes exploring ex-
pedition to the South Seas in 1863, and
during the late war captured the Con-
federate ministers Mason and Slidell
while on board tbe English steamer
Trent, bound to London, aud was after-
wards compelled to surrender them to
the protection of the British flag. Ad-
miral Wilkes has been in bad health for
a long time.

» \u2666 \u25a0» '?

Robbery of a Mail Bag.?A mail
bag containing letters and about §2-5,000
worth of checks and drafts, while en
route from Newport, Ky., to Cincinnati,
was openedand the contents abstracted.
The First National Bank of Covington,
had over $10,000 worth of checks in the
bag, and James Taylor & Sons, bankers,
a still larger sum. Among other papers
was a gold draft for §5,000 ou a Cali-
forniabauk. No clue yet to the thief.

»?«??

Toothache Causing! a Fire.?On
Wednesday week, a colored servant, in
Winchester, in the employ ofRev. Dr.
Rogers of the M. E. Church South, suf-
fering with the toothache, put hot bricks
in her bed, which set fire to tbe bed
clothes. When these burning clothes
were thrown out of the window,it creat-
ed an alarm of fire which caused the
firemen to turn out.

1 Buried Alive in a Mine.?While
1 workmen were digging iron ore at the

- mine ofDaniel LaneratHensingerville,
Lehigh county, Pa., Monday of last

' week, the ground caved in, burying
" Henry Hunsberger, Lewis Engle, Reese
i Lewis and David Frederick, under ten

feet of earth. The first three were killed,
i and Frederick sustained severe inquries,
' tot will recover.

» \u2666 \u2666?

The Governor's Recommenda-
tion to Abolish Offices.?The House

~ Committee on Retrenchment and Re-
' form, to which was referred that portion

\u25a0 of tbe Governor's message recommend-
ing the abolition of the officesof Second
Auditor and Register of theLand-Office,

j held a meeting Wednesday and resolved
unanimously that it is inexpedient to

! aboii.'di thoseoffices.

' Incendiary Fire in Pennsylva-
-1 nia.?Five buildings, including the

\u25a0 store of the Susquehanna Coal Compa-
ny, were destroyed by fire at Nanticoke,

1 near Wilkesbarre, Pa., last Wednesday
\u25a0 morning. Loss $-30,000; insurance $30,-

-000. The fire was caused by incendia-
ries, who are supposed to be "Molly
Maguires."

\u2666 ?\u2666- \u2666

Contributions for the Family of
P. P. Bliss. ?Mr. Moody announcesat
Boston that the contributions from dif-
ferent parts of the country for thefamily
of Mr. P. P. Bliss, the revivalist, have

| been so liberal, that with the addition
iof what he left they are well provided
I for, and that collections should cease.

Dr. Moitett's Punch.?The Rich-
mond Whig of last Thursday says that
Dr. Moft'ett's liquor-punch or indicator

| has been somewhat improved, and is
! now before the Senate

, Committee on
! Finance, where the plan for raising the
I revenueby this machinewillreceive the
! attention due it.

.-\u25ba \u2666

j Pneumonia is prevalent in different
; portioni' of Rockingham county.

Case of Starvation in Richmond.
On Monday of last week, in Richmond,
as J. B. Elarn and some ladies were out
on a mission of charity, they discovered
the dead body of a man named Samuel
Hibbard, aged about 55 years, in a house
on Twenty-second street, in rear of the
Bellevue school. The body was lying
in a bundle of rags, surrounded by his
wife and daughter. Hibbarddied about
3 o'clock from the effects of want and
exposure. The family was found in a
famishing condition. Aid was at once
given the sufferers, a neat coffin procur-
ed, and decent interment given the body
of the unfortunate man.

« » \u2666

Boy Killed by a Base Ball.?On
Monday oflast week, as we learn from
the Salem Register, Milton Chapman,
aged 17 years, son of Nathan Chapman,
Esq., of Cave Spring, Roanoke county,
whilst endeavoring to catch an India
rubber base ball, was struck with it be-
hind the ear and instantly killed. This
should be a warning to boys, and the
wonder is that more serious accidents at
that game do not occur than do, though
they are of sufficient frequency to cause
alarm.

\u2666?*?\u2666

Defeatof Indians by Gen. Miles.
Gen. Miles, with about three hundred
infantry, gained a signal victory over
about eight hundred Cheyennes and
Og&llallas, under Crazy Horse, on the
Bth of January, on Tongue river, Mon-
tana. The battle lasted for five hours, a
heavy snow storm prevailing during
part of the time. The loss of the Indians
was very severe, many of the positions
from which they were driven being
found covered with blood. Gen. Miles
lost four men and six wounded.

\u2666 » \u2666

Fined for Trapping Partridges.
The Winchester News says that "a man
from the country wasarre3ted last Wed-
nesday, having in his possession 40 live
partridges he had trapped, and was offer-
ing for sale. He was carried before Jus-
tice Crebs, fine $10 and cost. The birds
were turned over to Mr. Calvert who
will turn them out in the spring."

Arms Fractured in Shenandoah.
?Geo. Painter, son of Dr. S. S. Painter,
had his arm fractured by being thrown
from a horse, and Samuel Hoover, near
New Market, had his arm broken by
being struck with a piece of wood whilst
loading wood on his wagon. As one end
oi the piece of wood fell down the other
end flew up and broke his arm.

Indian Depredations ?The Apa-
ches are killing and plundering the set-
tlers in Southeastern Arizona, and the
Governor believes that section will have
to be abandoned unless military opera-
tions against the hostiies are more ef-
ficiently conducted.

1 » \u2666 ?

Mr. W. W. Corcoran, of Washington,
is now 78 years old. He has spent $250,-
-000 on the Corcoran Gallery and the
grounds on which itstauds, audsloo,oJ9
on the original collection of pictures and
statuary; and for an endowment fund
he has given $900,000.

Marriage of Whites and Blacks.
?The Rhode Island House of Repre-
sentatives have passed the bill permit-
ting the intermarriage of whites and
blacks in that State. Thirty-seven
voted for and twenty-eight against the
bill.

Stabbing Affray.?At Red Sulphur
Springs, Monroe county, W. Va., on the
night of tbe Ist inst., a dfficulty oc-
curred between Mr. Walter Adair and
Mr. James Tiffany, which resulted in
the serious stabbing of tho former.

House Burned.?The house occupied
by Mr. Geo. Willey, near Middletotvn,
Frederick county, with most of the
furniture, was burned last week. Ho
had but recently married and had just
begun house-keeping.

c ii »

Revival in Lewisburg.?An inter-
esting revival is in progress In the M. E.
Church South in Lewisburg, Greenbrier
Co., W. Va., and a number haveprofess-
ed conversion.

Fatal Accident.?ln Fayette coun-
ty, W. Va., on the 2nd inst., whilst Mr.
Hazel Withrow, son of Mr. Jack With-
row, was carrying a log, he fell and the
log falling on him broke his neck.

BY TELEGRAPH!
Washington, Feb. 12,1877.

Florida and Illinois were counted for
Hayes, and Indiana and Georgia for
Tilden, to-day. Count proceededtoLa.
which was referred to the Electoral com-
mission. Both houses aud the commis-
sion have taken recess until to-morrow.

56.

A heateddiscussion arosein the House
overElectoral Commission decision to
count vote ofFlorida for Hayes. David
D. Field closed his speech as follows:

"Shall this gigantic fraud be execu-
ted? Growing in magnitude In exact
proportionto the theatreon which it is to
operate and to that period of time thro'
which it is to be felt. Shall the moral
cement of this great nation be dissolved
by fraud which has no parallel in the
past? Shall theChief Executive Mag-
istrate of forty-five millions be inducted
into office by the vote of Charles H.
Pierce, a convicted felon of Florida.."

As he.uttered these words, Mr. Field
sat down amidst a profound sensation
and a storm of applause, which the
Speaker was unable to suppress.

On the vote to non-concur in the de-
cision of tbe Electoral Commission,there
were 168 in the affirmative and 103 in
the negative.

Both Houses then convened in joint
session and count proceeded until Lou
isiana was reached, which of course was
objected to on account of two of Hayes
electors' ineligibility, being federal of-
fice-holders, and the illegality of Re-
turning Board, consisting of only four
members, which Board the law says
shall consist of 5 members and of dif-
ferent political principles. Both Houses
referred objections and papers to the
Commission and then separated. Com-
mission will not reach a decision upon
Louisiana before Friday or Saturday
next.

The sensation of the day was the read-
ing of the third electoral college vote of
La. consisting of four John Smiths.?
John number one was elected President
and John number 4, Secretary, »S-c. Go-
ing through all the formalities theread-
ing produced uproariouslaughter. Sev-
eral senators and representatives objec-
ted to its reading. President Ferry said
it was impossible for him to interfere, as
a copy was coming by mail, and another
was received by special messenger. It
was read entire to great consternation of
the convention,and convulsivelaughter
of the immense throng in the galleries-
it cast the vote of the State for Peter
Cooper! Smyth.

44th Congress, Second Session.
Senate.?Monday, Feb. sth.?A bill

was passed appropiating §350,000 to pro-
vide for a deficiency in theappropriation
for the public printing. Mr. Cooper
submitted the views of the minority of
the sub-committee of the committee on
privileges and elections in regard to the
Florida election. The bill to abolish the
board of metropolitan police commis-
sioners of the District of Columbia wasreported back from the committee on
the District with a recommendation that
it be passed, notwithstanding the veto
of the President. Mr. West made a per
sonal i xplanation denying any com-
plicity in trafficking in electoral votes.
A resolution was adoptedto bring before
the bar of the Senate J. F. Littlefield for
his failure to appear and testify before
the Senate committee on privileges and
elections instructed to inquire into
Louisiana matters. The message of the
President in regard to the resumption
of specie payment wag laid before the
Senate

House.?ln the House the only busi-
ness transacted was its uon-coucurrence
in the Senate amendment to the fortifi-
cation and Military Academy bills.

Senate.?Tuesday, Feb. Oth.?Mr.
Cameron, from tbecommitteeon foreign
relations, reported, with amendments,
the bill recently introduced by Mr.
Whyte to encourage and promote tele-
graphic communication between Amer-
ica and Europe. The principal amend-
ment provides that the rates charged to
governments shall not exceed those
charged individuals. The Senate con-
sidered at length, without coming to
a vote, the bill to amend the Pacific rail-
road acts. The Seuate refused, by a vote
of yeas 33, nays 22, to pass, over the
President's veto, the bill abolishing the
board of metropolitan police commis-
sioners of the District of Columbia, the
necessary two-thirds not voting in the
affirmative.

House.?ln the House the deficiency
appropriationbill was called up, and its
consideration occupied most of the ses-
sion ;it appropriates $1,417,000. A reso-
lution was adopted for the printing of
the testimony taken before the commit-
tee on Louisiana affairs, which lias not
been printed.

Senate.?Wednesday,Feb.7.?A reso-
lution wa3 introduced to repeal the act
to incorporate the National Life Insur-
ance Company, and to providefor wind-
ing up its affairs. A bill was passed au-
thorizing the commissioners of the
Freedmen's Savings and Trust Company
to buy and sell certain real estate and
other property. The bill to amend the
Pacific railroad acts was further discuss-
ed. The Senate, by a vote of 2S to 20,
refused to agree to the House amend*
ment to the bill appropriating $350,000
for the printing deficiencyrequiring that
governmant printers shall not be paid
more than is paid for similar work in
New York, Philadelphiaaud Baltimore.

House.?The proceedings oftbe House
were devoid of interest.

Senate.?Thursday, Feb. Sth.?A bill
was introduced to authorize the takingof certain parcels of lands for the Con-
gressional Library. House bill to pay
Jame3 B. Eads $500,000 in money for
construction ol jetties at the South Pass
of the Mississippiriver, was indefinitely
postponed, the sentiment being in favor
of paying him in bonds, which he de-
sires. Theindian appropriation bill wasdebated, slightly amended and passed.

House.?Mr. Buckner introduced a
bill abolishing the board of commission-
ers ofpolice of the District of Columbia.
A letter was read from J.Madison Wells
and Thomas C. Anderson, ofthe Louis-
iana returning board, complaining that
they were confined in a damp, dark
dungeon in the cellar of the eapitol.?
After debate the matter was referred to
the special committee on the Louisiana
election to inquire whether such a state
of affairs existed as described by Wells
and Anderson. Tbe House then con-
sidered in committee ofthe whole the
deficiency appropriationbill.

Senate.?Friday, Feb. 9th.- A com-
mittee of conference was ordered on the
fortification appropriation bill. Mr.
Whyte presented resolutions ofthe Balti-
more Board of Trade in favor of repeal-
ing the tax on bank depositsand capita!;
also, a bill to remove the political disa-
bilities of H. H. Lewis, of Baltimore.?
Senate bill to encourage and promote
telegraphic communication between
America and Europe was called up andpassed. The remainder of the session
was devoted to debate on the bill to
amend the Pacific railroad acts.

House.?Majority and minority re-
ports were made from the committee on
Louisiana affairs; the former claims the
election of the Tilden and Hendricks
electors, and denounces the action of the
Louisiana returning board as fraudulent
and void ; the minority report declares
the republican electors were duly elect-ed, and sustains tie action ofthereturn-
ing board as complying with the forms
ofthe State law and in compliance' with
the constitution ofthe United States.

Capt. C. R. Mason of Staunton.
Mr. Frank Smyth has been publishing

for some time a seriesof sketches of the
self-made man of Virginia in Frank
Lesslie's Chimney Corner. A recent
number contains the following sketch
of our valuable and esteemed citizen?
Capt. C. It. Mason?which will be read
with interest:

Claiborne Rice Mason was born inHightowu, Duchess County, New York,when tbe bells were ringing out the old
eighteenth century and joyfully chim-
ing in the new, tbe nineteenth centu-ry ; so that he is seventy-six years of
age. But persons notknowing it would
take him to be only sixty-five, he is
such a hale, hearty and active old gen-
tleman. He removed to Chesterfield
County, Virginia, with his parents,
when only threeyears of age. His fa-
ther was a miner ia the old Chesterfieldcoal-mines.

Until he was sixteen or seventeen
years old, Claiborne worked about hisfather's house. He was emphaticallya
handy boy, and turned out a mechani-
cal genius. He could do carpentering,blacksmithing and stone-masonry. He
is seif-educated in all that is taught in
school, as he is in mechanics, railroad-
ing and engineering. His first employ-
er, when he went out into the world to
work for himself, was Mr. Nat Crowe,
carpenter, of Manchester, Va. He had
only been in his employment six months
when he was raised to the foremanshipof the shop, and before his eighteenthbirthday.

He remained at tbe carpentering bu-siness about a yearand a half, when he
left it and engaged in blacksmithing.He worked at this trade less than a year
and a half, when he engaged in stone-masonry with Mr. Edson, at BermudaHundreds.

After a year's experiencein this mode
of making a living, he turned to coal-
mining in the Black Heath Pits, Ches-terfield County, Va., and also with Mr.Welsh, of the same county.

In 1822, Mr. Mason went to Norfolk,Va. He here found work in tbe Gos-
port Navy-yard, on the old Pennsylva-
nia ship-ef-war, for a little over a year.
Mr. Mason next removed to Ilichmond,
Va., and entered the employ of Messrs.
Healy & Knox, contractors on the JamesRiver and Kanawha Canal, at the locks
nearRichmond. His duty en the ea-
ual was lock masonrymid grading, and
was engaged at it with this firm for two
years,

In 1829, tlie first railroad in the Old
Dominion was projected, and Mr. Ma-
son assisted in making the survey for it,
being ax-nian, orassistant engineer, and
undertook a small contract iv grading
it. The road extended from the coal-
pits to the company's wharf on James
River, opposite "Rocketts," at Rieu-
mond, and was ten miles long. It was
completed July 4th, 1830. Mr. Mason
came to Richmod after the completion
Jif the road aqd entered tbe employ of
TClmundßrown.amariufacturerol'plug-
tobacco, as overseer.

About ISol Mr. Mason entered steadi-
ly into railroading ;first upon tlie Peters-
burg and Weldom Railroad, at laying
tbe track, until its completion iv 1832 ;
next upon the Norfolk and Weldon.

In 1833 he commenced work on the
Baltimore and Ohio and the Baltimore
and Washington branch road, at laying
track, constructing turnouts, depots,
etc., working for both a year and half.
In the Spring of 1835 he was engaged at
similar work on the old Richmond and
Fredericksburg Railroad, with the ad-
dition of putting up the pumps on tbe
road, and finished it in 1838, just forty
years ago.

Mr. Mason took an active part iv get-
ting subscriptions for the old LouisaRailroad, the nucleus of the present
Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad. He

thoroughly canvassed Louisa County,
procuring five-doiinr subscriptions to
have the surve, made for the road, head-
ing the subscription-list with five dol-
lars. The first "break of ground" was
made by Mr. Mason in IS3O, and he
finished tbe first three miles of it. The
road extended from the courthouse of
Louisa County to the junction with the
Richmond and FredricksTiurg Road, in
Hanover County, some twenty miles
from tne crfV of Richmond, and was
completed iv 1837. From its completion
until 1848 he wa3 Superintendent of Re-
pairs, when it was extended to Gordons-
ville at one end, and to Richmond at the-
other. It then became the "Virginia
Central Railroad," and Mr. Mason was
elected by the directory General Super-
intendent, and continued iv the office
until 1852, when he resigned the posi-
tion, and from tbatyearto 1878 he was a
contractor on the road.

While constructing the above road,
he was also at work on the Orange aud
Alexandriarailroad,between Charlottes-'
ville and Lynchburg, from 1835 to
1800. He finished up twenty oue to
twety-two miles that other contractors
faiied to complete. Tho road is now
known as the Washington City, Virgin-
ia Midland aud Great Southern Rail-
road.

From the Fall of 1873 to 1874, Mr. Ma-
sou was engaged iv grading the Valley
Railroad between Staunton and Lexing-
ton, Virginia. He completed twenty-
one miles of it, when the financial pan-
ic put an end to all internal improve-
ments.

At the commencement of host'lities
between the North and the South, Mr.
Mason raised a company of infantry,
was elected captain oi it, and attached
o the Fifty-second Virginia Regiment.
At the tinfe he was mustered into ser-

vice he was sixty years of age; but,
notwithstanding his years, he general
ly managed to keep up with Jackson's
''foot cavalry." Shortly after entering
the army he was made Quartermaster
of General Ed. Johnson's command,
and subsequently (1802), General Tho-
mas Jackson ("Stonewall"; had him de-
tailed for duty with his famous brigade.
He served with General Jacksou at
the second battle »f Manassas and the
seven days' fight ajound Richmond.

This ske.ou would be incomplete
without tlie following incident: Gene
ral Jackson had just airived from tlie
Valley, and was encamped on the north
side of the Chiekaboimny. The fight-
ing had commenced, and, to Jackson's
mind, was going against the Coulede-
rates. The roaring of artillery was
sounding nearer, and nearer strong cvi
dencethat the Union forces were driving
the Southerners. Jackson tried in the
morning to get across the river higher up
than where tie was then encamped, but
was prevented by an opposingfire. The
battle raged, and Jackson became exci-
ted and uioie impatient every moment
to cross the river. He bethought of
Captain Mason, and a courier whs dis-
patched lor him. The captain, just
about that time, was cooking his diuner
in a skillvt. He had bacon aud greens
that d. y?poor fare for a millionaire?
and he was "chunking" up the fire
under the baccn and the greens when
courier the rode up in hot haste.

Courier? Captain Mason, General
Jackson desires to see you immediately.

Captain 31? Tell the general I'll be
there directly.

He continued his cooking operation.
In a few minutes more another courier
came rushing up to the skillet of bacon
and its owner.

Courier? Captain Mason, General
Jackson wants to see you immediately,
without delay, in his tent.

Captain 3!.? Tell the general I'll be
there in a few minutes?;just as soon as
I finish cooking some bacon and greens.

The captain commenced on the favor-
ite Virginia dish, but before he had
made much headway, Major Wm. Al-len, Colonel Jones aud another officer
of General Jackson's personal staff" rode
up "without delay,1' to Jackson'squar-
termaster.

All Three(aottavoce)? Captain Mason,General Jackson is very anxious to see
you at headquarters, instantly. He isvery impatient at your delay.

Captain J/.?Tell General Jackson I'll
be with him us soon as I finish eating
my bacon and greens?in ten minutes.

And he kept his word.
Ocneral J. (anxiously) -Captain, do

you hear thos*; cannons?

? STAUNTON SPECTATOB AND GENERAL ADVERTISEE.-
Captain 31., (solemnly) ? Yes, I do,

general.
General J., (pausing)? They are very

regular? ,

Captain 31.?Yes, general, tbey are.
General J.?l'm afraid Huger has not

come up to Magruder's support. It is
very important tbat I should get my ar-
tillery across the river as soon as possi-
ble. I can get the infantry over imme-
diately, but Ido not want to; lam anx-
ious to cross over with the artillery first,
and at the earliest possible moment
(anxiously). Now, how long before you
could make a bridge to rush theartillery
across on ?

Captain 31.?1 can't tell until I see
the ground first and select a crossing.
I think I can make it in two hours.

General J. (brightening up)? Are you
not too quick in your calculations ?
Can you have it done in that time? two
hours ?

Captain 31. (smiling)? Well, I don'tknow; I'll go and see, and come back
and let you know.

General J.?Do, captain ?
The captain went and made a survey

of the river and returned to headquar-
ters.

General J.?C&a you do it, captain ?
Captain 31.?Yea, general; I can

make it in two hours.General J.?Good, captain ! good !
(fcclingly.)lf you ever wish to renderyour country a service, now is the time
to do it! Have the bridge made at thequickest possible moment, as I do notwish to cross until the artillery can go
first. (Abruptly.) Do youhear those can-nons? They are very rapid and regu-lar.

Captain 31.? Yes, they are.
General J.? Captain, what force doyou want?
Captain 31.?About a thousand men

and forty to fifty of John Harman's wa-gons.
General J.?You shall have them,

captain. Do you want anything else?
any axes ?

Captain 31? No. I have plenty of
axes I captured the other day.

General J.? You shall have anything
you want. I will order the engineers to
have the men and wagons sent to you
immediately.

The men and wagons were sent to
Captain Mason, and at 2 i\ si. he com-
menced building the briegde across theChickahominy. The bridge was three
hundred feet long. It is stated that,
about the same hour, the engineers went
to drawing up plans and specifications
for the aforesaid bridge in their tents, as
they were ordered by "Stonewall" to
render all possible aid to Captain Mason.When close on fouro'clock, the scientif-
ic gentlemen and red pencils came uponthe scene of action and beckoned toCaptain Mason to draw near, that theybad a drawing for the bridge, and theywanted to explan to him" how he wasto proceed with it, and commenced un-
folding the bridge diagram on paper ?

Captain 31.? What have you got there?pictures ?
Engineers?X plan for the bridge,

captain.
Captain M. (smilingly)? The bridge isbuilt, gentlemen.
At that moment the captain turned

round, and he saw General Jackson aud
his ataff approaching him, the army on
the march and the artillery in advance.General J.? l am here, captain ; yousee what confidence I have in you. It
wants ten minutes to four.

Captain 31? All right, general; the
bridges finished. But just wait two
minutes, until I throw some more dirt
over that crack, to keep that off-mule
from shying>and tumbling into the river.
You can go ahead now, general."

Jackson went "ahead," aud behindhim the scientific men with the "pic-tures" and pretty red pencils. CaptainMason returned to his tent, but had notproceeded far when he heard theringing
order, away in his rear, "Charge!"
Looking round, he saw a cloud of dust,
horses and cannons going like the whirl-
wind in the direction of the sound of the
cannonading. Jackson'sflying artillery
arrived just iv the "nick of time" to turn
the tide of battle in favor of tho Confed-
erates ; he opened up upon the Unionforces, as usual, in theirrear (where they
always expected him afterward,) and
threw their ranks into confusion. Gen-
eral MuCiellan has to thank Captain
Mason, his skillet of bacon aud greens,
and Stonewall Jackson, for his defeat.

A yearor two after tbe termination of
the war, Capt. Masonresumed operations
on the Virginia Central Railroad and
the Covington and Ohio Railroad. He
did more than any other contractor in
the construction of tho great thorough-
fare between the seaboard States and the
Western cities; the grading and track-
laying were executed by him. He fur-
nished all the ties for the road between
Covington and Kanawha Falls, and the
tuuueis are monuments to his handi-work; Mason's Tunnel, one-fourth of a
mile loug ; Lick Run Tunnel, one-tenth
ofa mile; Morse's Run Tunnel, one-
tenth ofa mile; Lewis Tunnel, near the
famous White Sulphur Springs, seven-
eighths of a mile. This tutiuei had to be
cut through solid rock the seven-eighths
ofa mile, and broke two or three parties
before Capt. Mason undertook to make
daylight shine through it.

Another stupendous undertaking was
the trestle-work and filliug-up over
Jerry's Run and theßack Bone Cut. The
amount of work he accomplished on this
road reached onemillion of dollars, and
not a foot of it was ever pronounced de-
fective. From 1875 to the Spring of IS7O
he was engaged in the masoury and
grading of twelve miles of ihe Cincin-
nati and Southern Railroad in Kentuc-
ky-

Capt. Mason lost one or two fortunes
in railroad stocks. Of late years he has
put his savings iv argrioulture and
stock-raising. He owns six farms in
Virginia and West Virginia, well stock-
ed aud improved ; two in Augusta Coun-
ty, near S auntou, Virginia; "FallsPlantation," ou James River, opposite
Richmond, Va.joneiu Orange county
of thirteen hundred actes ; one iv Sum-
mers county, W. Va., of four hundred
acres;and one in Highland county, Va.,
of four thousand acres?just aplantatiou
apiece for each of his sons and daugh-
ters.

Socially, he is a quiet, plain and un-
assuming gentleman, and oneofnature's
noblemen?an honest man. Hisuuself
ishness and kindness of heart is pro-
verbial, ami the most indulgent of fath-ers, never denying his children any-
thing. His career presents a noble ex-
ample to the young men ofthe day who
are waiting to step into "soft places" of
ignoble ease and idleness !

A gunpowder explosion killed fifty
and wounded one thousand persons iv
India.

The Egyptians have again been defeat-
ed in Abyssinia.
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Cholera accompanies famine in parts
of India.

SEW ADVERTISEMENTS.

TRUSTEE'S SALE OF VALUABLE
PROPERTY.

FINE RESIDENCE.
As Trustee in a deed of trust executed on the26th day ofApril, 187G, by P. B. Hoge to the un-dersigned as Trustee, recorded in the Clerk's

office of the Court of Hustings for the city of
Staunton in Deed Book N0.7,page 262, by direc-tion of the beneficiary, I will proceed, In front
ofthe Court-house, iv Staunton, on

Thursday, the 15th day of March, 1877,
at three o'clock, P. M., to sell at publicauction,
t<i the highest bi der, that substantial n-_n

Briote liulltim_r, I_§l
on Beverly Street, near the top of "Gos-_____i
pel Hill," in which P. B. Hoge now resides, sit-
uated between the residences of Davis A. Kay-
ser and Joseph F. Tanneblll. This is tbe most
desirable property that lias been offered for sale
in the City ofStaunton for many years, and is
one ofthe finest residences in the city, it being
a large and commodious two-story brick house,
with basement room, and with sufficient
ground both in front and in rear for yard, Ac.

Terms of Sale.?Cash iv hand sufficient to
pay the costs ol the sale, and the posts of draw-
ing and recording said trust deed, and to dis-
charge and satisfy the debt secured by said
trust deed. As to residue proper terms cs to
payment can be made on day of sals.

febl:; tds EDWARD ECHOLS, Trustee.

STOCKHOLDERS' MEETING.-Therowill be a general meeting ofthe Stock-holders ofthe Mechanics' BuildingAssociation
at the office of Ker & Morton, on Thursday, the15th Feb., ror the purpose of electing three Di-
rectors to complete the Board. By order of the
Board. JAMES KER,

febl3-lt Secretary,

NEW ADVERTISEMENTS.

1877. ?E

BARGAINS!

R. W. ELSOM,
Will continue the sale of

DRY GOODS,
MOTioafis,

AND

QUEENSWARE,
FOR THE NEXT 30 OATS AT

PRIME COST

FOR CASH,
In order to make room for his

SPRING STOCK

NEXT MONTH.

RE3IEMBER THE PLACE FOR
BARGAINS IS

R. W. ELSOM'S,
No. 17, Main St., next door to Marble Yard.

feb!3-ly

/"COMMISSIONER'S SALE OF
valuable Fnrminsr I.;m<l In

GREENBRIER COUNTY, W. VA.
Pursuant to a decree of the circuit court of

Greenbrier county, rendered at the October
term, 1870, in a suit in chancery therein pend-
ing between 11. R. Beard, plaintiff, and Mat-
thew Arbuckle et als, defendants, the under-
signed Commissioners appointed for the pur-
pose, will sell, at public auction, to the highest
bidder, in front of the Hotel of w*. W. Moore,
in the town of Lewisburg, on

Wednesday, the ll!h day of March, 1.577,
the following valuable tract of land, the prop-
erty of said Arbuckle, riz: A tractof Its acres
about two miles South ofLewisburg, known as
the Creigh place or Arbuekle's home place.?
The improvementsare first-class, and consist
ofan excellent Brick House, with all necessary
out-buildingsin finecondition. The land is all
arableand ina high state of cultivation. This
farm is convenient to town, school, churches,
Ac, and is near Ronceverte Depot, on the C. A
O. R. R. It is desirable either for a permanent
home or as a summer residence,

TERMS OF SALE:
One-third of the purchase money to be paid

in cash?bn lance on a credit of one and two
years, with interest from day of sale. Bonds
with approved personal security will be re-
qured Tor the deterred payments,and the title
will be retained as further security till all the
purchase money is paid.

ALEX. F. MATHEWS,
JOWN W. HARRIS,

fc.-b1.3-lt Prs fee 112.30. Commissioners.

COMMISSIONERS' SVI.E OF VALUA-BLE MINERAL LAND.?By virtue of a
decree of the circuit court of Augusta county,
entered In the cause of Antrim vs. Bell, on the
3rd day of November, ISTtI, the undersignedwill
proceed on

Wednesday, the llth day of March, 1877,
to sell at public auction, in front of the Court-
house, in the city of xtaunton, a tract of moun-
tain land, situated on South mountain, near
the town of Waynesboro', containing about
seventeen hnndrrd acres, being the prop-
erty of Jno. .1. Bell. This land is well timbered
and is thought to contain valuable deposits of
iron, and the sale will afford a rare opportuni-
ty to those desirous of investing In mineral
lands.

Terms?Cash in hand sufficient to pay the
costs of suit?the balance on a credit of one,
two, and three years, tlie purchaser executing
bonds with good personal security for the de-
ferred intaiments, and the title retained as ul-
timate security. R. P. BELL,WM. PATRICK.

febll-lt Commissioners.

IK VACATION.?In the Clerk's office ofHighlandCircuit Court, February Ist, 1877:
J. C. Newman, David "ft". Swecker, and Rob-

ert N. Phares, late merchants and partners do-
ing business under the linn name and style of
Newman, Swecker A Co.,

vs.
Sol. K. Nelson

In Chancery.
The object ofthis suit Is to recover against the

Deni'endant Nelson, the sum of $24.33, with In-
terest thereon, from the 21th day of January,
1877, till paid, and the costs of this suit, and to
attach the real estate belonging to the Defen-
dant Nelson in the county of Highland, nnd
make the same subject to said debt, interest
and costs.

And it appearing from affidavit filed in the
papers of this cause that the Defendant is not a
resident of this Commonwealth, it is ordered 1that he do appear here within one month af-
ter due publication of this order and do what is
necessary to protect his Interests herein.

Copy?Teste,
J. C. MATHENY, Cl'k.

CRAB. P. Joxes, p. q. febl3-!t

Commissioner's Office, 1
Stuunton, Feb. 12th, 1877. J

PH. TROUT vs. FRANCES OKEENE.
? et al, pending in chancery in the circuit

court of Augusta. All perrons, parties to the
above suit, or in any wise Interested therein,
and especially all persons holdingliens upon
the land in the bill mentioned, are hereby no-
tified that in pursuance of decree tendered by
said court in said cause on the Ist day ofNov.,
Is7u, I shall, at my office, in Staunton, on

Thursday, the loth day of March, 1877,
proceed to take, state and settle an account,
showing Ist, The unsatisfied bonds ofthe Deft
Frances Greene to H. 1.. Opie, constituting a
vendor's lien upon the land in the bill men-
tioned, and the persons to whom tho same be-
long, and the order of priority in which said
bonds are to be satisfied; 2nd, An account of
any other liens bindingsaid land and the pri-
orities thereof, and 3rd, Of any other matters
deemed pertinent by Com'r, or required by any
party iv interest to be stated. At which time
and place you arerequired to attend.

J. W. GREEN SMITH,
febri-Jt Commissioner.

S/U.B OF HOUSE AND LOT IX
CHURCHVILLE.?By virtue ofa decree of

the circuit court of Augusta county, rendered
at the Nov. term, ls7(i ill the suit Of Trimble's
Ex'or vs. Wilson, I will sell at publicauction,
in front ofthe Court-house, in StauMon, on

Thursday, the 15th day of March, 1877,
I'm' House ami IO'; aoes or land,

in Churchville. owned by Dr. J. A. Wilson, and
now occupied by his family. This is an ex-
ceedingly valuable property, and aumirably
suitedfora physician, merchant or residenc .

Terms of Sale.?Enough cash in hand to
cover ihe costs ofsuit and of thesale, and the
balance in three equal payments,at six, twelve
and eighteen months respectively from tbe day
of sale, for which tlie purchaser will be re-
quired to execute bonds with approved person-
al security, bearing interest from tlie day of
sale, and the title will be retained as ultimate
security. Q. ML COCHRAN, Jr.,

febl.'l-tds Commissioner.

LAND SALE.?By virtue of a decree of the
circuit courtof Augusta county, rendered

at the June term, IS7C>, In the suit of sterrett's
Adm'r,itc, vs. sterrett's infants, Ac, we willsell, at public auction, in front of the Court-
house, in Staunton, on

Thursday, tlie 15th day of March, 1577,
a tract of about 161 acres of valuable landon Middle River in Augusta county,known as
the Samuel Sterrett farm. This is a first-ratelittle farm, In good order, and has upon It un-
usuallygood improvements. The attention ofland buyers is especially invited to this land.

Terms of Sale.?Enough In cash to pay the
costs of sale, and 10 per cent of the purchase
money In four months, and the residue in threeequal annual payments, bearing interest from
the day of sale?for the deferred payments the
purchaser will execute bonds with undoubted
security, and the title retained as ultimate se-
curity. WM. A. ANDERSON,

O. M. COCHRAN, JR.,
febl3-tds Commissioners.

PLUMBING!
ttuTTB&BUSCi Z Z Z

Having secured a thorough and experienced
Plumber and Gas Fitter from Richmond, we
are prepared to put up Water Closets, Bath
Tubs, Wash Stands, &c, complete in first class
style, lay Iron and Lead pipes, and Terra Cotta
Sewerage pipes for all ol which we guarantee
satisfaction or no charge.

LIPSCOMB A SOMEP.VILLE,
febl", 5 Augusta Street.

SINGrER MACIIDfES!
This world-renowned Machine is on exhibi-

tion at theStore of
COOK «fc BAKER,

No. 35 Main Street, Klaimloii. Va.,
who will furnish Oil, Needles, and accessories.Machines sold on easy terms in payments.

£»» Delivered and instructions given, to par-
ties in any part ofthe county, by our A"entsMr. J. F. DAVIS, orMil. JAS. W. BLACKBURN.The Singer Manufacturing Company,

febl3-3m N. Q. SEXTON, Agent.

WANTED.-FIFTEEN HUNDRED DOL-I-ARS, for which I will secure theparty
ivany way they may desire. XJ'or information apply at Spectator Office.

16013*It

NEW ADVERTISEMENTS.
? lskiT 111

SEEDS, PLANTS A.IVI>
BULBS.

OVER iaoo varieties of
BEST ll.llHllt A VEUETABLE SEEDS

ANDSummer Flowering Bulbs.
All seeds in packets, (Corn, Peas and Beans

excepted.) One-third less titan any other
reliable dealer In .New York State.

Greenhouse and Bedding Plantsin Greatest Variety and LOWEST I'IIII ts.
YVltttlTlAtt' ll over °° choicest NamedI iiMUEj.l.ltlVarieties, 30 cents per dozen ;S:t..>o per hundred; 830 per thousand.43- CATALOGUE FREE.

O. C. HcCBIW, Seedsman A Florist,Riverside Gardens.iebl3 Blnghampton, N. Y.

IuATSI> SALES I
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ESTATE.?By virtue ofa decree ofthe clr»
cult courtfor the countyof Augusta, renderedin the cause of Hanger's creditors vs. Baylor,
1 rustee, A als, and a deed of Trust executed by
( *corsre a. Hanger to Wm. S. H. Baylor, Inwhich the undersigned, Preston A. Baylor, hag
Deen substituted as Trustee by an order of thecounty court ofAugusta county.lwill proceed,

Saturday, the 3rd day of March, 1877,
(it being the 3rd day of the March Term of thecircuit court for Augusta county,) in front of
Court-house in -taunton, to sell at publicauc-tion, to the highestbidder, a tract cl land, con-taining 174 acre*, it being -A ofa tract of 261acres, formerly belonging to Wm. A. Hanger,
deed. This land is situated on the North bank
ol Middle River in Augusta county, about sixmiles Northwest of Staunton, within one hun-dred yards of Hundley's Mill, and adjoining
the lands of Alex. Roudabush, R. G. Biekle,
Le*is Masincup, George Sherman, and others.This land is well watered, the most of thatportion which is in a state of cultivation is of
good quality,the residue is well timbered, which
ls exceedingly valuable for sawingpurposes.

Terms of Sale ?Enough cash In band to
pay costs of sale and execution orthe deed, and
the residue in three equal annual instalments,
the purchaser executing bonds with approved
personal security, bearing interest from the
day of sale and title retained as ultimate secu-rity for the purchase money.

The title to this land ls perfect, which I desire
to be distinctly understood.Possession of tho property will bo givenon
the day of sale.

Any information concerning this property
can be had by calling on me at my Law office.In Staunton. PRESTON A. BAYLOR,

Jan3o-tds Substituted Trustee.

VALUABLE SPRINGS PROPERTY
FOR SALE.?By virtue of a decree of

the circuit court of Augusta county, rendered
in the cause of the Central National Bank of
Frederick, Md., vs. Chesley Kinney and als, we
will proceed in front ofthe Court-house, in the
city of Staunton, to sell at publicauction, on

Saturday, the llth day of February, 1877,
that most desirable property known as the
"AUGUSTA SPRINGS" PROPERTY,

or the
"STRIBLING SPRINGS' PROPERTY.
The property consists of theoriginal "Augus-

ta Springs" tract, supposed to contain 850
acres, and two additional tracts added thereto,
oue containing lOS acre*, and the other sup-
posed to contain COO acres. This property 1»
highly improved, and is one of the most popu-
lar watering places In Virginia. The property
will be sold upon the following terms, viz : So
much in hand as will pay the costs of suit and
sale, and the remainder in four equal annual
instalments bearing interest from tbe day of
sale?the .purchaser giving bond with ap-
proved personal security and the title retained
as ultimate security.

JAMES BUMGARDNER, JR.,
QEORGE M. COCHRAN, Jr.,
HENRY B. MICHIE,
JOHN PAUL,

jal6-tds CHARLES S. YANCEY.

COMMISSIONER'S SALE OF LANDS.
?As a Commissioner by appointmentof

the circuit court of Augusta county, In tbe suit
of Brubeck against Swurtzell's Infant children,
I wiil, on

Saturday, the Srd day of March, 1877,
on the premises, at 11 o'clock, offer at public
sale, to suit purchasers, the lands latelyowned
and left by John Brubeck, deed, all of which
contain between 200 and 230 acres, which
lands lie In the county of Augusta, ad-
joiningthe lands of James Bumgardner,Sr., T.
A. Ltghtner and others, about one mile fromBethel Church. There areon tho main tract a
good comfortable House, good barn and other
out-bulldings.first rate water, a quantity and
line variety of fruit.

Terms.?So much as will paycostsof suit and
sale will be required in cash, the residue on a
credit of 1, 2 ami;'years. Bouds with approved
personal security will bo required with inter-
est from date, and the title retained as ultimatesecurity until the Durchase money is paid.

feb6-tds D. S. YOUNG, Com'r.

COMFORTABLE HOMESTEAD FOR
SALE.? Having sold, at private sale,

about 169acres of the unimproved portion ofJacob Ruff's old farm, I now offer for wile pri-
vately, the residue of tlie tract, which contains173 acres, embracing the MANSiON ___?HOUSE, Barn and other improvements.81.-sjThe soil i=; limestone, and of good qua!i-___jjj_,
ty. The House ls a substantial, well-built,
brick dwelling-house, with an excellent base-
ment, and tine rooms above the basement. The
Barn is spacious, and in good condition. The
farm has a stream running throu n it, and
springs in every Held. Nearly 60 acres are In
timber, of excellent quality,and about 20 acres
In meadow. There Is also a good orchard onthe farm.

In order to close up the estate of Mr. Ruff, I
am authorized to sell this farm at a very low
price.

The tract adjoins tho old Francis Gardner
tract and is near mills, schools, churches, and
the Ches. A Ohio Railroad.

sepl9-tf ALKX. H. H. STUART.

LAND SALE.?As Executor of the last will
aud Testament ofJacob Coyner, Sr.,dee'd, Iwill sell privately, the followiug described tract

of land:
This tract iskr.own as the Grove Tract, by

recent survey containing nil'; Acres, is sit-uated in Augusta county, on the waters oftheLong Meadows, adjoining the lands of Col. Mo-
Cane and others about two miles from Fishers-ville Depot, on the Ches. AO. li. R. Said landlies well. About one-half is cleared, the rest Issplendidly timbered. There is on the &,__,land a House, with a well ofexcellent anil W\:-?(never failing water convenient; also au__j___,
apple orchard producing some tine fruit.There is an excellent qualityof limestone onthe premises, and abounds in a rich variety oliron ore. Altogether, this tract can be made a
delightful and splendid home.

Termsaccommodating.
Address, JONATHANKOINER, Ex'r.je li?tf Waynesboro'. Va

COMMISSIONER'S SALE.?By virtue ofa decree of the circuit court of Augusta
county, rendered In the case of Carwell vs.McChesney, Iwill proceed on the premises, on

Friday, the 2nd day of March, 1877,
to sell at public auction, f he undivided half of
that most valuable tract of land known as the"Swing Farm,'' containing 800 acres, nndsituated near Middlebrook,in Augusta county,upon the following terms, Io wit: So much inhand as ill pay the costs of suit and sale, andthe remainder in three equal Instalments, pay-
able respectively in oi.e. two and three years
from the date of sale, with interest from the
date of sale, the purchaser giving bond withapproved personal security, and the title re-
tained as ultimate security.

JAMES EUMGARDNER, Jr.,
febG-tds Commissioner,

VIRGINIA I. O.D.N TOR SAI.E OR
FOR RENT.?The undersigned has forsale hundreds of valuable FARMS. COUNTRY

SEATS, MILLS. TIMBERED and MINERAL
LANDS, MINERAL SPRINGS, Ac, Jtc.on the
most reasonable terms. To those wishing to
buy. come anil see for j ourselves, and to those
having properties to sell, if you can give clear
titles and do not hold your lands to high, we
want to act for you. We have been in the busi-
ness ten years,and neversold a bad title. Send
stamp for the "Laud Advertiser," Piedmont
Land Agency. DAVID D. M. DIGGES

nul-Ot Gordonsville, N a.
P.S.-Mr. AY. IT. 11. LYNN rtl

Lrlve all the information, either in person or by
letter, to parties desiring lo MB or buy VAL-
LEY LANDS throughmy agency.

sepl2 DAVID P. M. DIGGES.
'TTAI.UAKL.E LOTS FOR SALE.?I willV offer for sale privtltely until the 2nd day
of March next, Twentyitalf-ncrc Lots, lying
on the South-side ol the old Staunton and '
Seottsviie Turnpike road, opposite the U.S.
Cemetery and wit bin one mile of the city limits.

Ifnot sold privately, I will offer them at pub-
lic auction on that day on the premises.

A plat of the lots can be seen at any time by
callingat the office of the undersigned in thebasement of his residence. The size of the lots
will be ohanged to suit persons wishing to pur-
chase.

Terms made known on application or on day
of sale.

Jnii3o-tds WM. B. KAYSER.
-i QA ACRES OF GOOD LAND FORlOU SALE.?I offer for sale, privately,
my farm of ISO acres, near Fi>hersville, on
the Long Meadow. It is weil watered, running
water in every field, and several fine springs ?

The land is. or good quality,well set In grass
The improvements consist of a good j___Dwelling House, containg 8 rooms, with tJHaIall the necessary out-buildings?all new_§____
and of the most approved construction. Therels a fine orchard of four or fivehundred trees ofimprovedfru't on the place.

This farm will be divided to suit purc'iasers.
*a* Terms liberal.

S. J. BONDURANT
. ~ ~

Fishersville,
Jyii-tr Augusta County V

A VALUABLE TRACT OF LAND FOR
SALE.?I oiler for sale privately, a portion

of the Home Farm, containing 135 «r 140Acres, as the purchaser may wish. Twenty-
five or thirty acres, heavily timbered, and with-in l\i miles of Fishersville Depot, ou Chci. AOhio Railrgad, in Augusta county.

The quality of the land Is first rate, and has anew, unfinished log house on it, with fine
springs, and a stream ofwater running through
the centre of the place.

Terms accommodating. Call on or address
SAM'L H. STEELE,

marts?tf WRvreMborn. v»

I OFFER FOR SALE ON EASY TERMSmy
Oottaer© House and Lot,
on East Main Street, adjoining Institution
grounds. The house is brick nogged through-
out, with basement story of brick, and con-
tain? six medium and four small rooms, with
out-buildings for servants, stable, Ac. 1 have
Improved the property atconsiderable expense,
and it is one of the most comfortable mid desi-rably located little homes in the c.iv.

JanlU-tini TIIOMASJ\_RANROK.
A SMALL. FARM FOR SALti-Fourmiles Southwest of Staunton on the Mlu-dlebrook road. Apply to

JOSEPH HAMMKRsmay23-tf at the place or at Statin '


