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GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE.
Gentlemen ofthe Senate and House of Dele-

gates :

In entering upon the duties and responsi-
bilitiesof legislation, the same great ques-
tion rises that confronted youat the begin-
ning of your last session, and occupied you
in one form or another during its entire
term. It is the question of questions for
Virginia, involving every other. There is
not a department of the Government it does
not reach. There is not an operation, how-
ever apparently remote or small its detail,
that is not directlyor indirectly affected by
its existence or discussion. As long as tho
State debt continues unsettled there is an in-
cubus upon the spirit and a clog upon the
movements of Virginia. When it is settled
honorably and finally she will start upon a
career that will not be unworthy of her his-
tory.

Every day I feel the heavy pressure of this
incubus and clog, and fully'appreciate how
they impede the growth and prosperity of
the .State. Men coming from abroad, seek-
ing homes and investments in our midst, are
pleased with our country, but are driven
away by the constant clamor of ercessive
taxation on the one hand, or charges of
threatened repudiation on the other. The
question of the State debt has been taken,in
the excitement ot debate, from the field of
business where it properly belongs, and
dragged into the arena ofpolitics?as if such
an issue was to be decided by mutual crimi-
nation and recrimination, and by the discus-
sion, it may be aspersion, of private charac-
ter.

Whilst this is going on in private life or
upon the hustings the State is .uffering. The
-ignorant or misinformedof our own citizens
are forming their estimate of tbe real condi-
tion of our affairs, not from facts, but from
prejudices, and whilst they want their State
to do what is right, from the declarations of
partisans they infer that she is poorer or
more carelesg than the truth would justify.
It canreadily be imagined that the stranger,
without the same means of information,
would form similar, if not more detrimen-
tal,'conclusions.
VIRGINIA WANTS CAPITAL AND LABOR.

She invites it cordially from beyond herlines. She offers a climate and soil and re-
sources unsurpassed. She extends the hand
of hospitality and welcome, and shows the
stranger how he can find a home,with what-
ever that word implies, within her borders.
This he admits, but offsets it with the state-
mentof the troubles and objections to which
I have referred, resolved into the single but
powerful argument of the unsettled condi-
tion of our financial affairs.

This is prevailing. Capital is timid, andlabor is anxious for the security of its re -

ward. Neither is going where either is
threatened?threatened by the heavy hand
of taxation or by the stronger hand of vio-
lence.

Our State might increase in wealth and
power by the normal growth of her popula-
tion and capital. But this would require gen-
erations, when brought in competition with
her sister States, drawing from the resources
of the world, and striding with giant steps.
But let us have equalchances. Take awayihe
Impediments to ttie advent of capital and la-
bor and they will soon flow in upon us from
abroad,and,restoring our shattered fortunes,
place Virginia where of right she ought to
be, and where she has always been?among
the foremost in moral influence and materia!
power.

Thus recognizing the importance of the
settlement of this vexedand vexing question
for the present and future of the State, I
feel equally sure that it is not and cannot be
settled in the field of angry political discus-
sion. Figures and facts are in no way illu-
minated by passion and prejudice ; nor are
great moral and political problems solved by
personalabuse. Whilst'the day of settle-
ment by such courses is postponed, and loss
incalculable inflicted, in the end the fumes
pass away and the trouble is composed, just
as it ought to have been in the beginning,by
calm and quiet aud honest judgment.

So let it be now with us in this day of
great responsibility and of Virginia's travail.Forgetting personal considerations and per-
sonal prejudices, let us, with single eye, de-
termine that nothing shall stand in the way
of every honorableeftorttoharmonizeviews,
thus securing a conclusion which will re-es-
tablish credit aud prosperity, and give

A SOLID AND LASTING PEACE.
No future Legislature can reach this end

better, if so well, as this. We will not, per-
haps, have one shortly of superior personnel
or of greater devotion to the'public interest.
At its last session, it is true, there was muchangry discussionand personal bitterness.?
Tliis probably is unavoidable iv such bodies
when engaged in the consideration of pro-
found and heartfelt questionsof public fame
and public policy, however much we may
disapproveof like courses in our more quiet
moments. But I have no more reason to
bring the charge of selfishness and want of
patriotism against those who differed with
me than I feel that they have to bring the
same charge against me. On the great and
sometimesfar-reaching questions that arose
I doubt not they formed their conclusions af-
ter deep study?conclusions free from the
odor of any mean or unworthy motive. I
have a right to demand the same charity and
expect it.

But in addition to the character of thisGeneralAssembly, collective and individual,
co future one ought'to expect to have largeror more accurate information. Not only
weie they elected with a view to its discus-sion, elucidation, and settlement, but the
whole oflast session, lasting for over three
months, was entirely consumed in the con-sideration,directly orindirectly, of the Statedebt. Not a single subject of any public im-portance engaged its attention tbat did not
tend towards, or centre upon, that one vitalissue. I hence infer, and have a right, thatno body of men that can be convened in Vir-ginia ougbt to seeuremor-, or be able to ac-complish more, towards theend in view.I inferthis, not only from tht) facts elicit-ed, but,from the of constitutionaland legal principles that have been mooted,argued, and decided, thus-clearing the field
for the full view of the central spirit and fi-
nal issue of tho controversy.

It has appeared that
THS eKNEBAL sUSSEMBLY IS NOT THS ttOV-

ERNMENT
at the State of Virginia. There are twoother departments whose duties are as sol-
emn and whose responsibilities are as pro-found. The same oath holds them withinthe sphere of their respective operations asbounded and defined by the Constitution-no one of the departmentshas aright to shuf-
fle its duties upon another, thinking there-
by to evade or avoid responsibility. Eachhas taken an oath, which is quite as sacred,
and so to be kept, as that 61 any other, whenthe time for the performance of duty comes.This is the very essejnee of constitutional
government r.B handed down to us by men
Wiser thau ourselves. fi&agtUey.coneeiYcd,

the only form in which the germ and spiritof liberty can be preserved. The man whoholds office holds it under the Constitution
witli its grants and limitations. Jf any suchis willing to surrender to another a singleduty, he has already foresworn himself, and
is unworthy the trust he has assumed, I carenot to what depaatmentof the government
he may belong. Overns holding office, highor low, ls the Constitution, in which is ex-
pressed the symbol of order, and harmony,and safety, and peace; and no manis a worseenemy to it than he who holds office under itand can be driven from the performance of
its duties by clamor and abuse.Indeed, I can imagine no greater want of
worldly wisdom than such a course wouldindicate, however plausible in a cursory viewmight seem tiie advantages. Jfor can I con-
ceive of any greater want of decorum andtaste, to use no stronger language, than forthose who hold office in one department of
the Government to mistake abuse for argu-
ment, and think by such means to gain anend. Public opinion always ultimatelyweighs these in an even balance. Hence I
give others filling public ofl.eecredit for hon-
esty and patriotism, as I do to this General
Assembly of my State, and am not willingto believe that any future one can more ablyand honorably settle this difficult problemwhich now so embarrasses and cramps her
growth. As they are bold and honest in
their views of policy, I am very sure theywill, like bold and honest men, give credit to
those who are compelled to different views
from motives just as high and pure, and un-
der obligations just as binding.

The General Assembly, at its last session,
performed its work according to its views of
the Constitution and justice. I will not as-sail, or even in the remotest way impugn,its motives or any of its members, whatever
may have been their action. I have norightand would take no pleasure in doing so. Butacknowledging their faithfulness, honesty,
and energy in the discharge of their legisla-tive functions, I thinkit is no disparagement
to them to say that the same tribute may be
paid to the co-ordinate departments of theGovernment. They had no selfish interests
to serve, could we suppose them susceptible
to such influences, and had ouly, like yourown honorable bodies, the weal of the (Join -

monwealth at heart.
Whilst I admit that legislation must be be-

gun in the General Assembiy, and that such
a matter aa

THE STATE DEBT
properly belongs to it for settlement, yet
examining the extent of its authority, as de-
fined iv the Constitution, which is the maker
both of it and its authority, it would be a
contradiction in terras to say that its edicts
are to have the force of organic laws, and in
effect wipe out the duties and responsibili-
ties of co-ordin_te departments. A bill
passed by the General Assembly is not a law,however much its wisdom, learning, and pa-
triotism may respected ; and the execu-
tive and Judiciary departments of the Gov-
ernment cannot, so regard it, however much
it might afford them temporary relief from
trouble and annoyance by the base surren-der of their conscience and judgment, and
thence the breach of their solemn oaths of
office. If the makers of the Constitution in-
tended that the action of the legislative de-
partment of the Government should be alaw, binding upon everyindividualand every
department, without further formality, theywould have so written it in the chart. Then
no man would have disputed it, but all would
have bowed in cheerful obedience. But they
did not, in their wisdom, see fit so to ordain;and it would be far from becoming, to useno stronger language, for those who assumeoffice, and bind themselves by constitutional
obligations to discharge its duties, to miser-
ably and faithlessly forego re.sponsibilitiy,
and by their action or non-action overthrow
the Constitution they were sworn and ap-
pointed to defend. And when those duties
are performed fearlessly, however much I
may difl'er, or however differently I wouldin similar case have acted, I must have very
strong proof before I will ruthlessly assail
the actors, thus doing gross injustice' to wor-
thy men and unloosing the bonds of good
government. I give the General Assembly
credit for having been honest and faithful,
as I know they have been diligent and la-
borious. !i

Rendering this tribute to the General As-
sembly, I am none the less willing to signi-fy ray respect for the judiciary. Thoy de-
rive their powers from the same source.?
Composed of men chosen by your predeces-
sors for their learning in their profession andexalted worth of private character, they are
filling the most sacred office ln tiie Common-
wealth.
CONSTITUTION AND LAWS ARE GENERAL ;
the decrees of courts are specific, and gowith searching force toevery fireside. If theyare composed of good men they ought to be
sustained by all good men, whatever diver-
sity of opinion there may be with regard to
the correctness of their decisions. When
acting within the purview of their defined
powers they must be the judges in (act as
well as name, and we cannot makeourselvcs
judges without constitutional or legal au-
thority. Chief-Justice Marshall said, among
his last utterances, near the end of a long,
useful and glorious life, in this city, and bo-
fore one of the most august assemblies that
evermet in this or any other country, that
"he always thought from his earliest youth
that the greatest scourge an angry Heaven
ever inflicted upon an ungrateful and a sin-
ning people was an ignorant, corrupt, or adependent judiciary.*' Next In tearfulness
is to undermine its authority and weaken itsinfluence, judicial and moral, among the
people by groundless aspersions upon its
character or ignorant attacks upon its judg-
ment. \u25a0

It seems to me, with diffidence and def-
erence, that it would be well for us to attend
to our duties in tho light of our best under-
standing and conscience, and give full cred-
it to others for the same high motives. Itwould be equally well for us to remember
that, however high our position i.r great ourinfluence, we do not in ourselves constitutethe Government. Such was not purposely
the intention of the framers of our consti-
tutional republican form of government.?
By this division of power they proposed to
perfect freedom. Aud it is only by preserv-
ing their design that we can see the beauti-
ful working of parts in one entire system,and the attainment of what I believe we
have so much at heart.

With these great principles in hand, the
truth and importances of which I am surewill uot be disputed, there is not only no
necessity for distraction and discord, butevery reason tnr concord and harmony. An-gry words on one side or another do not
make unity ; or are ihey ever followed by
conviction. The public welfare is too tow-
ering to allow private feeling to long inter-
fere with this triumph. It is impossible thatthere should not be some common groundupon which the departments of the Govern-ment may conic together andstaud, giving

up differences for permanent sterling re-sults, and showing how the wisdom of our
sires has not and will not be falsified in the
experience of their sons, and how these
lately conflicting departments, instead of
being the cause of hopelessdissension, have
been the meansof bringing into peace, di-
verse interests and opinions, thereby secu-ring uniform and sure justice. This has
been the case more than once in the historyof this republic. I feel in my heart that it
will be the case now in this trouble of Vir-ginia.

It might have been well could the depart-
ments have agreed upon the course to bepursued, to ensure a final and just conclu-
sion of this troublesome subject. That, it
seems, could not be ; and because it co Idnot be, should we despair and pronouueelegislation futile, and demand some otherarenaand champions upon and by which todecide it? I think not; especially as thearena will be no broader, and the championno more powerful than those who have thematter now In hand. .

I do not believe that there is any.
GORDIAN KNOTwhich cannot be cut, or any problem so in-tricate that it cannot be solved by calm andquiet legislation. However much the differ-ent views may seem to conflict between thedifferent departments, or between membersofthe same department,Iwill not surrendermy faith In the wisdom with which the gov-ernment has been framed, and which I be-lieve is equal to the solution of any problemthat is likely to arise in our State's experi-ence ; indeed,I will go further, and assert,that is not more likely to be solved rightlyby reason of the diverse views resultinglromthe various sources from which thejudgment is enlightened, each gatheringknowledge and wisdomfroma differentstand

and each under the same heavy weight ofresponsibility.
These are the lessons which are taught bythe history of governments like ours on this

continent and beyond the sea, and which arethe outgrowth of many experiments andmany failures. I think the rise, progress and*present status of this State-debt question Isanother evidenceof its truth.It presents a very different aspect fromwhat it did twelve months ago. Men wereangry then, and attributed difficultiesto tiie
subject which really sprangfrom their ownerroneousor uncertain views or misappre-hensions of the views of others. The Gen-eral Assembly met after a heated canvass,and the subject went before them in a cha-otic form, and weeks and months were spent
in discussing points that were under broaderlight regarded aud treated as irrelevant orfalse.

Upon the General Assembly fell the dutyof investigation in all its bearings, and dili-gently and energetically it did its work. Ibelieve it took in and covered the wholefield, and left nothing, as far as lay in itspower, undecided. And though the mainquestion remain unsettled with the creditor,it would be a mistake to say tbat nothingwas accomplished. The arena was clearedof irrelevanciesand the subject stripped ofmatters which had caused bitter controversy,and but one single issue left with whichany subsequent legislative body would haveto deal.
lt will be easily recalled what these mat-ters were, and how much trouble and contro-versy they caused on the hustings and inthe halls of legislation.
It was decided that

THE DEBT WAS JUST,and that the State ought to pay it; und nodoubt was left in the conclusion that it was
founded in considerations that demandedits recognition. Its assumption by the Ind-
eral Government, upon the ground of our
being a conquered province, was not insistedon, aud lam sure never will be, especiallywhen the correlative is admitted as equallytrue?if we be a conquered province our
property is mortgaged for the payment ofthe debt. The resumption of our sovereigntyand our recognition by the Federal Govern-
ment disposed of that point, and the Legis-lature so treated it.

The back, including the war interest, was
also fully discussed and acted on, and de-
cided according to Jaw and justice, and as it
had been several times before, decided byprevious Legislature.

But, probably most important, the amountof the State debt was thoroughly investi-
gated and strictly ascertained, no longer to
be an element of inaccurate tepresentation
or wilful misrepresentation. Nothing causedmoretrouble than these misrepresentations
or inaccuracies. The ignorant, though hon-est and patriotic, citizen, was struck dumb
and felt powerless when it looked moun-
tain-high right in the path of the State's
growth and prosperity, and utterly hopeless
of removal by any strength she had or waslikely in the future to acquire. The amount,happily, was ascertained, fixed, and clearlyacknowledged?thus closing the door uponthe charge of any wilful or attempted re-pudiation of the principal of the debt.

This was important work, but it did notembrace everything the General Assemblydid. It passed bills of retrenchment andreform, which became and are now laws.?It used freely, and perhaps to the drawingof blood, the priming-knife, and spared nodepartment of the Government, thus show-iug an earnest desire to come to some ef-fective conclusion, and reducing expendi-
tures to merely living rates, apply the sur-plus to its just obligations under the Consti-tution .

The first finance bill that passed bothhouses of the General Assembly failed to
become a law, because, on constitutional
objections, it did not receive the approvalof tbe Executive. And the public free-school bill failed for similar reasons. These
acts of the Executive have since been ap-proved by theestablishment of similar prin-ciples by both the Court of Appeals of this
State and the Supreme Court of the UnitedStates.

At a subsequent period of the scssiou the
General assembly passed a bill, by an almostunanimous vote, which became a law, and
which was simply in the nature of a propo-
sition to the creditors, and contained no ele-
ment of force.

Thus'out of confusion, by the comparingand friction of opinion, came order.
PERSONAL BITTERNESS, PREJUDICE AND

EXCITEMENT
gave way before the consuming demand of
the State's weal. Whatever may have beenthe views of departmentsor their individual
members, the Government of the State of
Virginia stood firm to her ancient faith andrenown. There was no man an mo bod vofmen among them, as far as I know, whowas secretly or openly in favor of repudia-
tion, and who did not spurn it as he would
a stigma upon his private reputation. Whilst
there were in the beginning differences ofopinion with regard to points of greater orless importance, arising in the debt ques-tion, growing out of profound principles oflaw and policy, uo one ever intimated that

3 dences of friendship constituted the very
9 elements of the State's strength. Granting

, the friends of public free-schools everything
3 they wish or claim forthem ; granting that

1 the State ought to provide them, and that
i they ought to be thrown open freely without
- money and without price ; that they are ab-
i solutely in theory above any and every pub-
i lie or private objection ; that their blessings,

permeatingevery class of life and pursuit,
\u25a0 will

INVIGORATE, ELEVATE, AND BEAUTIFY
THE COMMONWEALTH;

I even then it does not follow that we ought
1 to violateestablished law and plighted faith
\u25a0to upheld them ;

' because we know that
\u25a0 without the recognition of these latter their
? friends cannot by any possibility long pre-

serve the benefits which they seem so abun-
, dantly to promise themselves.

When I thinkof these things, there Is
nothing I have eversaid that I need wish to

. retract. I would not, because I would not
detract anythi. g from the credit and honor
of my State, whatever might be my views
of the expediency of her course or policy.
So when I lind this great benefaction lying

. in the path of her history I will not stultify
her conduct and diminish her fame by say-
ing that the means for the benefaction were
to be provided at another's expense. She
did not so intend, and she has so expressly
declared in the writing of endowment.

I place no value upon intellectual educa-
tion without the moral accompaniment. In-

\u25a0 deed,I would much prefer ignorance; for
such an education does not make good men
or good citizens, but puts weapons in the
handsof the wicked to accomplish evil pur-
poses. Mepbistopheles is none the less wick-
ed, only the more so, because he is simply
intellectually cultivated. Education mental
and moral, must go together, hand in hand,
and then will both its power and goodness
work for the common welfare. When free
schools are established they ought to be the
best that culture and the means at hand can
devise and perfect; but above everything
there ought to breathe through them in their
different departments and grades the purest
morality, and their foundations and super-
structure ought to be proof against the
charge tbat they werebuilt of money which
should properly have gone to others. What
sort of citizens wou.d youths educated in
such a way make, or wherein is any benefit
to result to the individual or the State ? ,1
therefore repeat, that if the people of Vir-
ginia want public free schools they must pay
for them out of their own means. And it ts
no relief to say that the Constitution pro-
vides for them ; it also providesfor their sup-
port by taxation?the only way in which
they can be provided for?and at the same
time provides for other things of equal dig-
nity and of equal obligations, to say the
least.

for any reason Virginia would or ought to
repudiate a just debt. Arid finally the
Government decided that the debt was jii3t,
and its obligations unimpaired. Noexcusc
for its non-payment was or can be urged
save inability, resulting from causes which
the State could not control and.in the des-
truction of assets on which the debt was
contracted and its future discharge was
based.

Just here arose another vast difficulty.?
After the contraction of the debt, after in-
deed, the destruction of the assets, tbe State,
by and under a new organic law, assumed
an additiounlburden, which required, and
might continue to require, immense expen-
diture. The destruction of the propertywas a grievous blow to the State's prosper-
ity. The accumulations of centuries were
swept away, and often not one stone left
upon another to tell tbe story of a spot
where wealth and refinement had flourished.
The soil.often alUhat remainedto the owner,
and which had beeu in cultivation for many
generations, was brought into competition
with the virgin soil of a new country, by
continental lines of railway. But, farmoreserious than these, society was disorganized,
and chaos prevailed in the whole industrial
and labor system; and the most far-sightedand sagacious could find no clew with which
to guide us out of a darkness that could al-
most be felt. By the supreme power of the
Federal arms those who had hitherto di-
rected the destinies of the State were dis-
franchised, and those who had been slaves,
and their ancestors for centuries wereexalt-
ed into citizenship. Tbe like of this has
never before occurred in history.

When the Convention met to frame the
Constitution under which we now live, they
saw that the public free school system pre-
vailed in one form or another in almost
every civilized country in the would, and
they, I doubt not, thought, a fortiori, it
ought to be established In Virginia. Where
10 many enlightened men had been forbid
to vote, and so many ignorant men, lately
serfs, had been clothed with the responsible

' trusts of freemen, they regarded, and prop-
erly, intelligence and honesty as the sine
__nta non of the success of republican forms
of government, as they have ever been re-
garded and urgently inculcated by those
who have reflected profoundly, or have ob-
served or experienced theirworkings. They,
therefore, made

THE PUBLIC FREE-SCHOOL SYSTEM
a part of the organic law, notwithstanding
the impoverished condition of the people,
thinking, I bave no doubt, that it would be
easier for them to rise clad with its armorthan to fight unarmed the many foes that
beset the paths of Ignorance and dishonesty.
And whilst they provided thus, according
to their best judgment, for the future in-
telligence of thecitizen, they over and over
again provided for the payment of the law-
ful indebtedness of the State, believing that
with these provisions tending to secure
knowledge and integrity to the citizen he
could overcome the waste of the war, and
restore and preserve the ancient power and
glory of the Commonwealth.

It is not my business to discuss the merits
or demeritsof the general public free-school
system. Those who framed the Constitu-
tion,and thepeopleby whom itwas adopted,
determined that it should prevail in Vir-
ginia; those who hold office are bound to
support it, as they are bound to support
every other provision of that Constitution.
Not that the Constitution of the State of
Virginia is aupreme, and by its flat disposes
of all rights. It is not supreme in morals,
over justice, to a man who recognizes his
obligations to God. It is not supreme in law
as long as we are under the Constitution of
ilie UnitedjStates?and in the assumption
of office, whilst we take no formal oath to
support the former, we do the latter. But
office is not obligatory on any one. I am not
a believer in ''higherlaw," to a man clothed
with the responsibilities of office; nor have
I any faith in oaths taken with a mental re-
servation. And were I of opinion that I
could not conscientiously carryout the pro-
visions of the instrument I was sworn to
support, I would resign my office, so that it
might be filled by one who could.I Entertaining these vieivs, there has been
no time since I assumed the duties of the
Executive that I have faltered or hesitated
to do whatever lay in ray power to make the
public free-school system what tbe Constitu-
tion and the laws intended it to be. As ex-
officio the president of tbe Board of Educa-tion, I have given my best efforts to crown it
with success, and to make the system render
to the present and future of the Common-
wealth everything that ils most enthusiasticadmirers and supporters claim for it or coulddesire. My acts in that connection speaklouder than words.

Notwithstanding this, which can in thenature of things be only or best known to
the member* of the Board aud by their rec-ord;*, my official utterances have been io-no-
rantiy or willfully tortured into
ASSAULTS UPON THE PUBLIC FREE SCHOOL

SYSTEM?
as if I could he guilty of the folly of attack-
ing formally and publically what I had justtaken an oath to support, in the same formal
and public manner.

The further accusation has been brought
that I have arrayed the creditors and thefree-school system against each other, thus
engendering antagonism of interest and bit-terness of feeling. With lespect and defer-ence, this is just what I have not done. Thebill of the General Assembly, which I feltcalled upon in the discharge of my duty andunder official obligations to decline to ap-prove, drew a distinctionand made an arrayof one against the other, for which I couldfind no warrant in the Constitution?thatinstrument declaring in language not to be
mistaken that both should be faithfully andfully provided for.

I said, and It gives me pleasure to repeat,that the public free-school system in Virginia
ls the greatest benefaction of which wehaveany record in history. Though sbe cameout of the war lacerated and torn as I havedescribed her, she. in her poverty, not onlyprovided for the support of .her Government and the payment of her debts, but sheprovided for the education of ber poor ofboth races. This was done by common con-sent; not by force of arms, or the moresubtle but none less dangerous force of theballot. It was done by the approval of ev-ery class?educated and ignorant, ricli andpoor?as an offering to the present ami ri*intrgeneration, and a promise of the futuregreatness of the Commonwealth. Its wa-m---est advocates and most enthusiastic admir-ers will claim for it no more tnan this Heducation be a great boon, if its advantages
inure to the benefit of the State they wiMnot deny that to secure them the systemmust not be founded in wrong, [t wouldbe no honor to a State, and consequently nobenefit, to be decorated by spoils wrc-tedfrom the weak and innocent, especially ifthose weak and innocent had befriended theState in the time of her need, and those cvi-

But under theConstitution and law as now
interpreted, and the inadequacy of the rev-
enues, the public creditors who have not tax;

receivable coupons have disappeared from
the scene altogether, for they get nothing ;
and those holding tax-receivable coupons
getting their dues leaves the issue no longer
negett the public creditorswho have not tax-
between the creditors and the public free-
school system, but between the public free-
scool system and the State. One third in
amount of the public creditors get nothing,
so that, as matters now ;-tatnd after the sup-
port of the Government the revenues are
divided between them, as a mass, and tho
public free schools, not being sufficient to
pay both. The public creditors and their
friends say tiieirs is first W point of time and
dignity;
THE FRIENDS OF THE PUBLIC FREE

SCHOOLS
insist with equal force that just the contray
is true. The letter of the Constitution pro-
vides for both; aud I most respectfully in-
sist that the terms of that Constitution must
be complied with.

. 1 do not think it requires any preambles,
bills, or acts of Assembly to satisfy us that
the life of the State must be preserved, and
that in and on it are involved and based ev-
ery question and every interest Iv it the
public creditor finds his only hope of jus-
tice; for it he trusted. The public lice
school upoa its bosom rests, and without it
would have neither local habitation nor
name. The State must live, or the hopes of
the creditor and the free schoolsboth perish.
This is so plain that whilst I write it I feel
as if I weresimply writing a truism.

And yet talk, quite vague and hard to un-
derstand, is heard about robbi ry, misappli-
cation, misappropriation, diversion of the
the school fund. lam sure those who use
these ugly terms, do not intend them in -

criminal sense, yet Hiey ate calculated to de-
ceive the ignorant, but cannot possibly mis-
lead those who look at the revenues and ex-
penditures of the State. When those reve-
nues are applied according to established
rule both of the General Asseinby and the
highest courts to preserve that organism in
which cohere tbe rights of lift-, liberty, and
property, which are the fruit of civilization,
and which could not survive one moment
the reign of law, and without which every-
thing would resolvo itself into chaos?public
free schools and all?and if there is a deficit
it does not prove robbery or any other base
crime, it simply proves that theie is a defic-
iency of money in the treasury to mci t the
requirements. I, therefore, do not suppose
any reasoning or reasonable man otight to be
mislead by these harsh, and, to suy the least,
not very decorous terms. If such has been
the impression of any one hitherto, I am
sure a very slight examination will unde-
ceive him. I think tiie"friendsof the schools
will do much more for their promotion and
success by avowing at once thai then* is not
revenue sufficient to carry tin m on property,
and urging increased taxation fir the pur-
pose, rather than charging innocent men
with grave offences. lam very sure that
no member of the Genernl Assembly, and
no fue friend of the public free schools
would deserve it, yet an illiberal and cyni-
cal posterity might pronounce the same
judgment that it has done on Demetrius tho
Silversmith, and his fellow-craftsmen, that
when they cried so lustily
"GREAT IS DIANA OF THE EPHESIASS."

they were not thinking so much of the in-
terests and honor of cne Goddess as of the
sales of their own merchandise.

The time will very soon ewne, if not al-
ready at hand, when the friend- of the pub-
lic free-school system will not be regarded
as those who hi their zeitl wwWd force it into
and overother obstacles, regardless of nec-
essities of State or rights of Individuals ; but
rather those who would found it in justice
and equity and eh.irity, so that, Instead of
being a standing reproof to the State and
the victorious enemy of others' rijjhtt, it
will be, as it ought, tlie.perpetual glory of
.the beneficence of a great Commonwealth,
and the promise to future generations of an
unswerving and abiding devotion to plight-
ed faith and uutarni-hed boner.

These are statements, conclusions,- and
principles which I am sure no one will deny ;


