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SAMUEL S. SMELTZER,
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW,

Staunton, VA.
OFFICE at 109 Augusta Street. nov26-ly

A.. JACKMAN, M. T>.,
. HOMOEOPATHIC PHYfsICIAW,

STAUNTON, VA.
Offlce and Residence, Hartman Building;, 106N. Augusta St., opposite Pleeker Block.
Office Houbs-3 to 10 A. M., 2 to 8 P. M.,

7 toBP.M., * Jan29-tf
WM. A. HUDSON. "tnt. PATRICK.HUDSON * PATRICK,ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW,

Will practiosUn the Courts of Augusta and ad-'Joining counties. Special attention paid to
collections. rehl2-tf

J. X. GUY. b. 1,. PAREISH.
sfPI UY <& PARRISH,VX" ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW,

STAUNTON,VA.
Office in Sullivan Building 2nd floor, Augua
a Street. deoi-tf
A MX. H. H. STUART.

"

. _J\ ATTORNEY-AT-LAW,
Having recovered his health, and retired from
public life, will hereafter give diligent atten-
tion to such causes in chancery, and in the
Court of Appeals at Staunton, as maybe en-
trusted to his care. noSMt

BE. S. H. HENKEL,
. New Dental Rooms, ? W

No. 15, West JPrederieh Street,
inarlS-ly* STAUNTON, VA.

J. K. TUUIUU. H. ST. GEO. TUCKER,
Lezlngtao/tra. Staunton, Va.

TUCKER * TUCKER,
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW,

Staunton, Va.,
Will prat Aloe in the Courts of Augusta and the
adjoining- counties. Also In the Court of Ap-
Deals of Virginia, and will attend regularly the
Circuit Courts of Rockbridge. an22-tf

N. K. TBOUT. w. X. CEAIG.

TROVT A CRAIG,
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW,

Staunton, VA.
;We have entered into Partnership as

Lawyers,occupying the old Offices ofthe Senior
member. The juniormember will aid in con-
ductingthe oldbusiness.

HSr- Particular attention given to collections.
taut
AM. HESKI.K, M. D.,

. PHYSICIANAND SURGEON,
STAUNTON, VA.,

Bespes-tfully tenders his professional services to
thepublic, and may be consulted at his offlceat
all hours.

J&Rpeoiftl attention given to Surgery.
Otsiga?ln his new building on Frederick

St., between Augusta and Water streets.
feb*-ly

S. M. MATHEWS. ALEX. T. MATHEWS.

MATHEWS A MATHEWS, 'ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW.Lewisburq. West Va.,
practice regularly In the <Oourts of Greenbrier,
Monroe, Pocahontas and Nicholas counties, W.
va., the Court of Appeals, and the Federal
Courts for the District of W. Va.

*S-Partieular attention paid to Collections
ndto special cases anywhere in their State.
may 17?ly

EOSGE H. HARRISON,
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW,

Staunton, Va.,
Will practice in all the Courts holden in Au-
gusta oounty, and in the Circuit Courts of the
adjoiningcounties.

s*W*Strictattention given to the collection of
Claims.

Office?East of Court-house, ovear Clerk's of-
tJce of Courtof Appeals. oo 81?tf
rTOfOMAS D. RANSON,J. ATTORNEY-AT-LAW,

Staunton, Va.
offers his professional services In the County
and Circuit Courts of Augusta,and In the Hus-
tings Court and the Court of Appeals held in
Staunton. Will also prosecute claims else-
where through legal correspondents in this and
Other States. may 30?ly.

\TRAPE g. WH,ITE,~jXL A'TTORNEYAT-LAW,
STAUSTON.VA.,

svlll practice in the Courts of Augusta, Rock-Ingham and Highland.

\
Refers, by permission, to tbe Law Faculty of

the University of Virginia.
Office on Court-house Alley. feb S?ly.

BESTON A BATMB,
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW,

And Solicitor in Chancery, Staunton, Va^
f>ractlces in all the Courts of Augusta and ad-
olnlngcounties.
Office?The sameformerly occupied by his

father, Col. Geo. Baylor, dec'd. eon Augusta St.,
opposite the Court-house. no 31

WM. M. MCALLISTER,
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW,

Warm Springs, Va
Courts?Alleghany, Bath and Highland, Va.,
nd Pocahontas, West Virginia.
«srSpecial attention given to collection of

claims and proceeds promptlyaccounted for.
<4ec23-tf

DR. JAMES JOHNSTON,
DENTIST,

Main Street, Staunton, Va
Office :?Over Turner A Harman's Grocery

Store. dee 21?tf
T. a ELDER. WM. 3. NELSON.

ELDER A NELSON,
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW,

and Seal Estate Agents,mays Staunton, Va
«

KAILROADS.
* \u2666 s

CHESAPEAKE A OHIO RAILWAY.
On and after December 13th, 1878, Passen-

Ser Trains will run as follows: Mail Trainally except Sunday. Express dally.
GOING EAST.

MAIL. EXPRESS.
Le. Staunton 2.20 p. m. 1.50 a. m.

" Charlottesville 4.20 " 4.05 "

" GordonsviUe... 5.20 " 5.00 "

Ar. Richmond 8.50 " 8.50 "

"Junction ...7.30 " 7.2oßreakfast.
Le. Junction 9.10 a. m.
Ar. Washington 9.40 " 1.10p.m.

" Baltimore 11.55 " 3.05 "

" Philadelphia.... 3.40 a. m. 6.50 "

" New York 6.45 " 10.05 \u25a0'

49** Passengers bythe Express Trainconnect
at Hanover Junction for all points North. By
Mail Train at GordonsviUe for points North.

GOING WEeT.
MAIL. EXPRESS.Le. Staunton 2.40 p. m. 2.50 a. m.

"Goshen 4.25 '.' 4.21 "
" Millboro' 4.49 " 4.41 "
" Covington 6 50Supper 6.08 "
" White Sulphur 8.11p.m. 7.03 "
" Hinton 11.05 " 9.25 "
" Kanawha Falls 3.10 a.m. 12.50 p. m. dinner
" Charleston 5.41 " 2.37 "

'? Huntington 9.00 " Ar. 5.15 "

Ar. Cincinnati 6.00 a. m.
Connecting with the early trains leaving

Cincinnati.No. 22 leaves Staunton daily, Sundays ex-
cepted at 7.45 a. m., connecting at Charlottes-
ville for Lynchburg, arriving in Lynchburg
2.30 p. m. Round Trip Tickets onsale to Jack-sonville, Florida, good until the 15th day of
May,?price $40.00.

Via Piedmont Air Line leave Richmond go-
ingSouth 10.25 p. m.and 11.40 a. m. Via Atlan-
tic Coast Line, leave Richmond at 10.35 p.m.,
and 11.55 a. m.

Flrst-Claßs and Emigrant Tickets to the West
lower and time euioker by this than any otherroute.'

For Tickets and information, applyto or ad-
JOHN H. WOODWARD,

Ticket Agent, Staunton, Va.
CONWAY R HOWARD,W. M. S. Dunn, G. P. and T. Agent.

' Engineer and Supt. dec3l

SCHEDULE OF TRAINS ON VALLEYAND B. A O. RAILROADS.
EXCEPT SUNDAY.)

BAST.
Leave? Accom. Mall. Accom.

Staunton ? 8.15 a, m. 11.15 a. m. 3.15 p. m.Weyer's Ceva..~ 6.57 " 11.47 " 4.12 "

Arrrive?
Harrisonburg_';.Si <** 4,55 '?

Leave?Hanisonbijrg,,.., 7.45 " 12.15p.m.
New Market 9.47 H 1.07 '"

Mt. Jackson ........10.25 * lib ?'

Arrive?
Woodstock 2.05 ''

Leave?
Woodstock 11.29 " 2.30 ''

gtrasburg 12.27 p. m. 3.00 "

Winchester 3.00 " 441 «

Arrive?
Harper's Ferry... 5.58 " 5.35 ?'
Washington 8.00 "

Baltimore 9.30 "

WEST.
Leave? Mail. Accom. Accom,

Baltimore 7.10 a. m.
Washington 8.35 "

Harper's Ferry..ll.Oo " 7.10 a, m.
Winchester 12.16p.m. 10.45 "

Strasburg.. -.1.00 - lS.lßp.in.
Woodstock 2.05 2.15 "

Mt. Jackson 2.38 » 3.18 ??

New Market 2.0T " 3.54 '?

Harrisonburg 3.44 " 8.10 " 10.30 a. m.
Weyer's Cave...., 1,12 " 6.57 " 11.30 ?'

Staunton...: 4.45 " 7.50 ?? 12.20 p.m.
Mail Train through to Washington and Bal.tlmore without change ofcars, and makes close

connection at Harper's Ferry with Express
Trains- for the West. The Accommodation
leaving Staunton at 3.15 p. m., runs through to
Harper's Ferry on Monday, Wednesday, and
Saturday.

S. M. WOODWARD, JB.,J. H. AVERILL, Supt.V. R. R.
S. of T., B. A O. R. R. JyS

f-J LjlCrp business you can engage In. JoA-9ALlkj X to(20 per day made byany work-er of either sex, right in their own localities.?Particulars and samplesworth J5 free. Improve
your spare time at this business. Address$WKSOH <fc Co., Portland Maine. apr2-ly

DRUGS AKD MEDICINES.
. \u2666 .

Ayer's Cherry Pectoral,
For Disease, orthe Throatand Lungs, such as Coughs,

Colds, Whooping Cough, Bronchitis, Asthma,
AMD CONSBMPTIOX.
mms The fewcompositions,

4 dunce of mankind and
AmW \tw\i w j--\ become houshold words,
Am »Jw/ej 6a) among not only one butLwaW many nations, must

\W have extraordinay vir-
Perhaps no one

X eversecuredsowide
X I Fft reputation, or main-

it bo long as
**E .3SBb Ayeb's Cukkey Pecto-

RAL. It lias been known
¥ -L**Z<fJU mrm to lnepublicabout fortyu[ KJH Kvyrars, by a long contln-

: ued series of marvelous
cures, that have won for it a condolence in its
virtues, never equalled by any other medicine.
It still makes the most effectual curesofCoughs,
Colds, Consumption, that can be made by medi-
cal skill. Indeed, ihe Chkkry Pectoral has
reallyrobbed these dangerous diseases of their
terrors to a great extent, and given a reeling of
immunityfrom their fatal effects, that is well
founded if the remedy be taken in season. Ev-
ery family should have it In their closet for the
ready and promptrelief of Itsmembers. Sick-
ness, suffering, and even life is saved by this
timely protection. The prudent should not
neglect It, and the wise will not. Keep it by
you tor the protection It affords by its timely
use in sudden attacks.

PREPARED BY
DR. J. '«'. AVER & CO., Lowell, Mass.,

Practical and Analytical Cbeinista.
BOLD BY ALL DRUGGISTS AND DEAL-

ERS IN MEDICINE. my2B-e3w

COMPOUND
OXYGEN.

Catarrh,Dyspepsia. Headache, Debility
and all Chromeand yervous Disorders. ,

IIAIT I Willi, but Nature's own life-giving
ralll 9 II If I lis element. It does not cure by
llvl il IJIIUU substituting one disease for
another, as when drugs are taken, but by a nat-
ural process of kkvitalization.

bbs. whichare attractingwide attention.

REFiBiPEffl«N3£,3
Va.; Hon. WM. D. Kalley. Gen. Fits Henby
Warrex, T. 8. Arthur, and others who have
used and largely benefitted by this treatment.

HOW ADMINISTERED "H'^L-.-^
or by the patient AT HIS OW'S HOME.

HOME TREATMENT E°cU nJ^?w-iMONTHS' SUPPLY, with Inhaling apparatus
and full and explicit directions.
OMIiT FDrTI Brochure (213 pp.) with manyMill I mil i^cSr-Is.105108111^111-

Drs. STABKEY A PALEN,n026-3m 1113 Glrard St., Philadelphia.
W. GEO. S. WALKER, sowell and favorably knows in Augustaand adjoiningcounties, Is associated with

GEO. W. MAY &, CO.
In their drug business on Augusta street, oppo-
site the Augusta National Bank, and \rlll beglad to see his many friends at his new place ofbusiness. octß

W.VI»SWOKTII. MABTISEZ A LOXG-
MAN'S

PREPARED PA.UVT,
for economy, beauty or finish, desira-
bility, Is the cheapest and beat Paint
offered. GEO. W. MAY & CO.,octt Sole Agents.

pEO. W. MIA.Y «& CO.
sell tbe

Jones' Ventilated Trnaa and Abdomin-
al Supporter.

This trues is nickel platedand will never wearout, and Is acknowledged to be the best in themarket. Send for circulars. octg

GOOD NEWS FOR THE BALD. GEO.
W. MAY <lt CO. ate agents for

CABBOLINE,
Nature's Noblest Remedy, will positively
producea growthof hair on a bald head.

WE offer to families and contractors, and
all who wish to paint,

PURE LEAO JLTSI> Oils
At BOTTOM FIGURES,

octs (J, W. MAY A CO.
/" "I EO. W. MAT A CO., Agents for the

Buffalo lithia Water,
Just from theSpring. octß

TTENTION FAT MEN.?Use ALLEN'SANTI-FAT. Get rid of your corpulency
?no possible danger from Its use. Send forcirculars to GEO. W. MAY st CO.

PBEBCBIPTIONB accurately
compoundedand store opened atall hours

of the nightand day.
OCtB GEO. W. MAY A CO.

DR. RADCLIFFE'S SEVEN SEALS OF
OOLDEN WONDER. Literally demol-

ishes pain. GEO. W. MAY & CO., Sole Agents.

WAGON FACTORIES.
\u2666 \u2666 »

Stauntoa Wagon Factory.
GIBBS & LICKXITER,

MANUFACTURERS OF

X<*»i*iii «Sc Spring: Wagons,

BUGGIES,
CARTS, WHEELBARROWS, SPOKES

HUBS,

FARMING IMPLEMENTS,

Wagon Makers' Material generally,

SASH, DOORS, BLINDS, &c,

Lumber roughand dressed always Instock.

AU Wagons Warranted for 1 Tears

43-Horse-shoeing and Biacksmi thingprompt-
lyattended to. -&.

Having in our employ none but

SKILLED MECHANICS,
who arethorough masters of their trade, we arc

prepared to

Execute all Work promptly,
and In the best manner, and

Guarantee Satisfaction
in style, finish, material and workmanship.?

Send for prices and estimates of work.
a«27 GIBBS & LICKLITER.

LUMBER BUSINESS.

HI. I.VSIIR VI <; 11 A KKO.,
. Manufacturers of

Sastaes, Doors and minds,
BRACKETS, MOULDINGS, FLOORING,

dec, kc, Ac.
Neai Chesapeake A Ohio Railroad Depot.

Statthtoh, Va.
N. B.?No material but seasoned lumber used

byus. dee eS?ly

IJMBEBI LUMBER ll?As lam determ-
ined to furnish Staunton's demand for

lumber I have obtained the services of three
steam saw mills, located In the best of yellow
pine timber, and hereafter will be prepared to
furnish bills of green and dry lumber uncom-
monly cheap, for cash only, on short notice.?
Satisfaction guaranteed.

Address A. JACK ACORB,
declo-3m Staunton, Va,

~~

STOCK SALES.
_» \u2666 «

SHORT BORN CATTLE.?Two fine Bull
Calves, 9 months old, 8 or * Cows and Hei*"-

rs, also Berkshire Pigs, for sale at low prices.
A. M. BOWMAN.

mart-tf Waynesboro', Va.

otHetttlt'Ott
POET BY.

~^KlHr>E~KlSslss^^
Three, only three, my darling,

Separate, solemn, slow;
Not like the swift and Joyous ones

We used to know,
When we kissed because we loved each other

Simply to taste love's sweet.
And lavished ourkisses, as the summer

Lavishes heat.
But as they kiss whose hears are wrung

When hope and fear are spent
And nothing Is left to give, except

A sacrament.
First of the three, my darling.

Is sacred unto pain;
We havehurt each other often;

We shall again,
When we pinebecause we miss each other

And do not understand
How the written words are so much colder

Than eye and hand.
I kiss thee, dear, for all such pain

Which we may give or take;
Buried, forgiven before It comes

For our love's sake!
The second kiss, mydarling.

Is full of Joy's sweet thrill;
We have blessed each other always;

We alwayswill.
We shall reach until we feel each other

Past all of time and space;
We shall listen till we hear each other

In every place.
The earth is full ofmessengers

Which lovesends toand fro>;
Ikiss the darling forall joy

Which we shall know!
The last kiss, oh my darling,

My lore I cannot see
Through my tears, as I remember

What It may be.
We may dieand never seeeach other,

Die with no time to give
Any sign that our hearts are faithful

To die, or live.
Taken of what they will not see

Who see ourparting breath,
This one last kiss, my darling,seals

The seal of death I
1 es?«fi?e.

SEEKING SUMMIHE.
Reaching for bright spots ol sunshine.

Baby creeps about the floor,
Coos and grasps ere leafy shadows

Sweepand shut them o'er.
Seekingafter spots ot sunshine,

I, too, baby, love to be.
Far along the past I see them

Shiningbright for roe-
Shiningbright,till memory seemeth \u25a0

Like a cheery, sun flecked room,
And like you I strive to hold them

Ere they fade in gloom.
Would we, little one, learn wisdom.

Many, many wearying hours,
Would we know such sweet employment,

And more Joys be ours.
What if life seems now but cheerless.
Sunlight has been and will be;

Reaching out throughhope or memory.
Brightness we may see.

For we know where shadows deepest
Longo'er wearylives have lain.

Ever hath the good All-Father
Sunlightbrought again.

?Boston Transcript.

For the Spectator.

Memoir of John Howe Peyton.

Gentlemen :?At tbe request ofCol.J. L. Peyton I wrote a brief sketch of
my recollections of bis father. I did
not know it was to be published till I
saw it in the Virginian.

Partly to correct some errors in the
printing:, partly to add one or two para-
graphs, but chiefly to invoke tbe earn-
est attention of the young men of Au-
gusta to the example and the counsels
of this distinguished man, I ask space
in your columns for this inadequate
sketch.

These young men, with their fellows
throughout the State, ba**e succeeded to
the chief burthen of the Common-
wealth. They have been treated, for
the past yearor two, to a perfect "sat-
urnalia" of demagogism on tbe public
debt, irredeemable cheap money, and
thepublic schools. They have a Legis-
lature now in session, a large section of
which is striving not to pay or settle
thepublic debt, hut toobstruct it* settle-
ment ; not to carry on efficiently the
schools by imposing the necessary tax
therefor, but by giving them precedence
at the public flak over all other claim-
ants (except themselves); not to aug-
ment the revenues by improving the
efficiency of the liquor register, but de-
feating important amendments thereto;
and, in general, not to maintain the

Eublic creditby a fair and hopeful ex-
ibitofthe State's meansend resources,

but by striving, in season and out of
season, to show her bankrupt.

Now you, theyoung men of Augusta,
have not been reared in any such faith
or doctrine as this. You have been
taught toknow that there are but two
waysunder heaven to get rid ofor to ex-
tinguish a debt: either for the debtor to
pay it or for the creditor to forgive it.
Until the one or the other of these
things is done, it remains, and forever
will remain, a debt; nor can any sub
terfuge avoid or circumvent it. You
have been told and told again, till the ,
iteration grows monotenous, that you
cannot stand any more taxes. It is
property that pays tbe tax; and if that
property is fairly assessed, all stand ou
the same level; and $100 here is equal
to $100 in New York.

If any wherein Virginia land is as-
sessed too high let it be corrected. But
this is not true of theValleyof Virginia.
Nor is it true, I apprehend, of any sec-
tion of tbe State that personal property
is returned at too highan estimate. Tbe
contrary is too notoriously true.

As to the people of this great Valley,
they are exceptionally favored; their
lands smile with fatness and their bams
burst with plenty. How is it possible
for them to say they can pay fifty cents,
but cannot pay sixty or seventy cents
upon the $100 of their property, if this
be necessary to meet a just and honest
debtand to keep the schools in opera-
tion? How do other States pay, as a
large majority of them do, seventy,
eighty, and even one hundred cents on
the $100. How do cities and towns in
Virginia pay eighty and one hundred,
cents?Staunton, one hundred and tea
cents?on the SluQ, and this in addition
to the fifty cents State tax ? And they
are not producers of the necessaries of
life, but consumers. So long as this
question remains a disturbing element
in our politics, no prosperity can come
to the State?neither influx of capital
nor of immigrants. The private credit
of every citizen is impaired by every
assault upon the public faith ; and, in
the condition to which our affairs are
now brought, passivity itself? a mere
do-notbing policy?becomes a crime
against the Commonwealth. To the
plain intelligence of common men the
solution is not difficult. Bequire your
representatives to cut offneedless ex-penses ; enforce the honest collection of
the revenues, especially tbe liquor-tax ;
and with these reforms add such in-
crease of taxes as will provide for thefull interest of the debt. Do this hon-
estly, aud two years will not pass before
Virginia can borrowat four per cent, allthe money needed to retire everysix per
cent, bona she owesat homeor abroad.
Credit is all we want. What but creditenabledthe United States government
to take up her six per cent, bonds with
five per cents., and now to be daily re-
tiring these fivepar cents, with four percents, by the hundred million. With
like credit, Virginia can do the same
thing. And then every son of hen canhold up hia head with thefull conscious-

nees of duty performed. And it willpay, as honesty always does in the longrun.Let me ask each one of you, Wherewould John B. Baldwin have stoodupon these questions? You knew himwell, honored him, and thoroughly con-fided in his good sense, integrity andpatriotism. In like manner yonr fath-ers knew and confided in his illustriousfather, tbe pure and upright judge, asthey knew and honored that other emi-
nent man whom Ihave attempted brief-
ly to sketfih. No candid man who
knew these three could doubtor hesitate
to declare what stand they would havetaken bad thesequestionsarisenin theirday, or would now take if they were
living.

Suffer me to commend to your sincere
regard and study the lessons taught by
theiruseful lives, Wherein a manly in-
dependence and downright honesty
were leadingtraits.

If I have written plainly, it is because
I am conscious of no other motive than
a warm regard for the boner and wel-
fare of our State; having for myself nospecial favors to ask of any one, except
that kindly good will which I cherishtowards my neighbors.

Wm. Frazier.
MY RECOLLECTIONS OF THE LATE JOHN

HOWE PEYTON.
My personal acquaintance with Mr.Peyton commenced in October, 1834,when I entered upon the practice of my

profession at the Staunton Bar.He was then, as I learn from hia bi-
ography, in his 57th year, andfrom that
circumstanceonly it might be Inferred
he had passed his climacteric. Certainly,
nothing in his physical appearance or
his forensic display betokenedadecay of
power, bodily or mental.

Yet having amassed a handsome for-
tune, established himself in a beautifulhome, and surrounded by a large and
interesting family he felt himself enti-
tled to some relaxation from the ardu-ous demands ofhis profession?or atleast
from its drudgery. He accordingly rel-egated to younger membersof the bar
ail minor causes, and to his junior asso-
ciates the preparation in pays of his
Chancery causes, in tbe matter of tak-
iug depositions and the like vacation
duties.

But for ten years following the date
of ray introduction to him there was
hardly an important or celebrated cause
tried at the Staunton Bar, whether in
the State Courts or U. S. Court, without
the aid and illumination of his splendid
intellect; whilst alio in Albemarle,
Rockbridge and Bath counties he large-
ly participated in the like weighty cau-
ses.

In the Supreme Court of Appeals of
Virginia, his reputation throughout the
State enlarged the theatre of his profes-
sional service much beyond that of hislocal Circuit.
I wish it werein my power to give ajust and discriminating.aualysis of his

processes in the investigation and con-
duct of a great cause, or even a fair de-
scription of his style of forensic argu
ment.

This much may be safely said; that be
seized, by apparent intuition, upon the
strong and dominating points in a case,
not infrequently finding these,or some
of them, buried out of sight from a
scrutiny less searching than his, beneath
a mass of irrelevant or conflicting testi-
mony.

Having thus entrenched himself in
one or a few strongpositions, bis array
of the facts was so masterly, his presen-
tation of them so luminous, and his ar-
guments from them so logical that be
rarely failed to carry tbe tribunal with
him safely and irresistibly to his con-
clusions.

Discarding thus tbe minor points aud
less material phases of the cause from
his examination and discussion, or dis-
missing them in a few rapid searching
sentences, his (debate was conspicuous
for its compactness and logical order.
Accordingly his speeches ordinarily did
not exceed one hour, -and even in the
most complex and volumious causes
they rarely went beyond two hours. I
can recall but one occasion in which he
consumed nearly three hours.

His style was fluent, but not of that
fluency which comesofredundant words
and phrases; for I have neverlistened to
one so terse and vigorous. I think it
can be said there was hardly a superflu-
ous word?and every sentence bore up-
on the conclusion aimed at. It was
therefore nevera weariness to hear this
great advocate,and the promiscuous au-dience followed his argument, his sar-
casm or his invective, with as much ap-
parent interest as did Court and Jury.

It has been written of bim, that he
was equally versed and at home in any
department of the professionl'unless ad-
miralty and maritime law be excepted)
but I think it was as a common lawyer
that he excelled, and that it was in the
common law he found bis chief delight.He was perfectly conversant with theprinciples of the Feudal law and imme-
morial usages of England as expounded
by Littleton, Coke, Bacon, and all the
fathers andgreat lntertrtetersof English
jurisprudence. Haying, coma to the
Bar while special pieaqha'g was yet ale-
gal science and carefully practised sys-
tem, and beforepopularahd not too well
informed legislatures sought to "simpli-
fy" the practice of the law by Statutes
of Jeofails, he was, without doubt, one
of the most practiced and expertspecial
pleadersof bis time. His naturally as-
tute and logical mindfinding its expres-
sion through thechannels of a terse and
luininiousstyle, caused his pleadings in
all their stages to be master-pieces of
art.

His fame as a Prosecutor of the Pleas
ofthe Commonwealth has never been
surpassed, if equally, in Virginia. On
this field he achieved triumphs of tbe
most brilliant kind. His pride in his
profession, and tbe great principles of
right and justice underlying it, no lees
than bis inborn contempt for chicanery
and fraud, not to speak of crime in its
grosser forms, combined to make him
a 'terror to evil-doers.' Some critics,
even among the profession, sometimes
were disposed to censure him as too
harsh and unrelenting towards the pri-
sonerat the bar. But if every circuit
throughout our land possessed at this
day so able, fearless and conscientiousa
prosecutoras did the AugU9ta and tlle
surrouudipg circuit at that happier day
in our history, perhaps we might find
less cause to deplore the depravation of
tbe public morals which so painfully
marks the present era.
It would be a halting and very defect-

ive sketch of this eminent jurist which
failed to apeakofhis striking originality.
Negatively speaking, there was little or
no common-place and hum-drumin his
forensic arguments, bis debate* in tbe
Senate or bis addresses from the hust-
ings to his constituents. In a positive
sense his speeches, at least on great oc-
casions and when his powt-is were tho-
roghly roused, rarely failed to be mark-
ed by some flash of genius. I recall a
conversation just after the close of a
protracted and laborious June term of
tbeAugusta Circuit Court, in which the
late Judge Lucas P. Thompson and (Jan.
Briscoe G. Baldwin pore the leading
parts The last named was payinggeni
erous tribute to fey ton's force and
originality. Judge Thompsonremarked,
in substance, that he had never seen Mr,
Peyton go through a cause deeply inte-
resting and moving him in which he
did not utter some view or sentiment
illuminatedby genius, or, at the least,
some illustration marked by a bold ori-
ginality ; and he instanced two causes,
tried at the late term?one a civil suit
and a very heavy will case in which he
madea novel and scorching application
ofa familiarfable of-Esop. I forbear to
give Its details because both tbe critic
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and hia subject havepassed from earth.In the same cause three signatures
were to be indentitledand proved?that
ofthe testator, and also of the two at-
testing witnesses?all three|having died
since their attestation.?Many witnesses
werecalledto prove the genuineness of
the three names. Opposing counsel
sought to badger the witnesses by urg-
ing themto specify whatpeculiar'marka
therewere in the handwritingand sig-
natures, whereby they could speakso
positively as to their indentity andgen-
uineness. This of course, for the most
part they couldnot do, and in the argu-
ment of the cause before the jury the
same counsel strove to throw discredit
and contempt upon those witnesses (all
men of good character) for their failureand inability so to describe the qualityand peculiar marks in the calligraphyofthe signers, as to show they were fa-
miliar with their handwriting. In his
reply to these sallies of his opponent,
Mr. Peyton sweetaway the whole airyfabric by a single happy illustration."Gentlemen," he said, "you have ofteenbeen assembled in crowds upon someEublic or festive occasion. Your hats

aye been thrown pell-mell in mass withperhaps ahundred other hats, all having
a general resemblance. Suppose you
had attempted to describe your hat to afriend or servant, so that he might goand pick it out for you. It has as* ma-
ny points for accurate description as awritten signature?its color, height of
crown, width of brim, Its band,|lining,
&c. Do you think that friend er servantcould by any possibility havepicked outyour hat for you ? And yet whenyouwent yourself, the moment your, eye
wouldlight upon it you instantly re-
cognize it amongst a hundred or five
hundred other bats. Familiarity withit, has stamped its picture on your
mind, and the moment you see it, the
hatfills andfits the picture onyourmind
as perfectly as the same hat fits yourhead." The jury wereevidently won and
gavefull credence to the ridiculed wit-
nesses.

Tbe other instance during the same
term (cited by JudgeThompson) occur-
red in thecelebratedprosecution oiNaa-
man Roberts tot forgery?in forging the
nameof Col. Adam Dickinson to a bond
for $600.

The body of the bond was confessedly
the handwriting of the prisoner at the
Bar. That was admitted. The signa-
ture was a tolerably successful attempt
at imitating thepeculiarhandwriting of
Adam Dickinson. But no expertcould
look at the whole paper and fail to see a
generalresemblance between the body
of the instrument and the signature,
raising a strong conviction in the mind
that both proceeded fromthesamehand.

The defensestrongly insistedupon ex-
cluding the bodyof the instrument from
the view of the witness, by covering it
with paper or turning it down and so
confining the view to the signature only
?upon the familiar doctrine of the law
of evidenceforbidding a comparison of
various handwritings of the party, as a
ground for an opinionupon tbe identity
or genuineness of the disputed writing.
And this point wasably and elaborately
'argued by the prisoner's counsel.

The learned prosecutor met it thus:
"Gentlemen, this is one entire instru-

ment, not two or more brought into
comparison. Let me ask each one of
you, when you meet your friend orwhen
you meet a stranger, in seeking to
identify him, what do you look
at? Not his nose, though that is the
most prominent feature of the human
face?net at; Ms mouth, bis chin, his
cheek ; no, you look him straight in the
eye, so aptly called "the w'ndow of tbe
soul." You look him in the eye, but at
the same time you see his whole face.
Now put a mask on that face, leaving
only the eyes visible, as the learned
counsel would have you mask the faco
ofthis bond, leaving to your view only
the fatal signature.
Ifthat human face so masked was the

face ofyour bosom friend, could you for
a moment indentify him, even though
permitted to look in at those windows
ofhis soul ? No, be would be as strange
to you as this accursed bond has ever
been strange to thatworthy gentleman,
Colonel Adam Dickinson, but a glance
at whose face traces the guilty author-
ship direct to the prisoner at the bar."

This most striking illustration seemed
to thrill the whole audience, as it
vertually carried the jury.

Mr. Peyton never was a politician.
His taste and predilection lay not in
that direction. But ne man was better
informed of the course of "public affairs,
nor had akeener insight into the char-
acteror motives of public men. Once,
and so far as I knew once only, did he
participate in the debates of aPresiden-
tial canvass. It was the memorable
one of 1840; and tbe speech was deliv-
ered from the Albemarle hustings. His
analysis of the political character of
Martin Vanßuren, and bis delineation
of his public career from bis desertion
ef De Witt Clinton down to his obse-
quious ingratiation with Andrew Jack-
son, was incisive and masterly, and all
the more powerful and impressive be-
cause pronounced in a judicial rather
than a partisan temper. Competentjudges, long familiar wilh the very able
harangues and debates on that rostrum,
declared it one of the ablest that had
been listened to by an Albemarleaudi-
ence.

combined with a certain hauteur of
manner, was due, in my judgment,
the criticism in question.

Let;me say, in conclusion, that the
person and figure of Mr. Peyton were
fine and commanding. His carriage
was always erect, his head well poised
on his broad shoulders, while his ample
chest gave taken of great vitality. On
rising to address court or jury, there
was something more than commonly
impressive in his personalpresence, and
whetherclad in "Virginia home-spun"
or English blue broadcloth with gold
buttons, (and I have often seen him in
both,) whenever you saw him button
bis coat across his breast, and slowly
raise his spectacles to rest them on the
lofty crown, you might confidently ex-
pect an intellectual treat of no mean
srder.

There was never a broader contrast
presented in the same person than that
between How*Peyton the lawyer, tha
public Prosecntor, or even the Senatori-
il candidate amongst tbe people, and
'he same individual in his own home.?
Sere, in the midst of his family, or
mrroundedby friends, all the rigor of
lis manner relaxed, and he was tha
nodel of an affectionate husband and
a ther and the most genial of oompan-
ons. He was "given to hospitality,"
md there was perhaps no mansion in all
his favored region where it was more
generously and elegantly dispensed,
hrougu many years, than at "Mont
fomery Hall." W. F.

The First InTentor of the Steamboat.
JAMES RCMSEY AND NOT ROBERT FUL-

TON NOR JOHN FITCH.

In a recent lecture at Charlestown,
Jefferson county, W. Va., Hon. A. B.
Botelershows that the original inven-
tor of the steamboat was James Kum-
sey. From the Virginia Free Press of
the 14th of December, we extract the
following report of Mr. Boteler's lec-
ture on the subject? "Justice lo James
Rumsey, the steamboat inventor .?"?

After seme very eloquent allusions to
the realization in these practical days
of the fables ofancient mythology, and
to the use in days of old, even so long
ago as previous to the Christian era, of
some of the most modern inventions-
such as the steam engine, the reaper'
Ac.,?instancing the steam engine ef
Hero at Alexandria 150 years before
Christ?he proceeded to relate the ' bit-
terness of the sad history of James
Rumsey? tbe first inventorof thesteam-boat. He briefly sketched the early life
ot Rumsey, born in Cecil county, Ma-
ryland, in.l7s2?his education limited,
but his mind retentive and ready in ap-
plying and improving knowledge; he
invented several mechanical tools early
in life; on the breaking out of the Rev-
olution enlisted, and aftewards settled
down to mercantile pursuits in Bath,
Morgan county, this State, and also
kept aBoarding House. He continued
hia mechanical studies, and in 1782 fin-
ished his model of a steamboat. Dis-
couragements and poverty met him on
everyside, but be battled witb them all,
and in 17eS5 completed a steamboat, the
second one he built?the first when on
the eve of completion in 1781 was car-
ried off by a flood to Harper's Ferry,
dashed to pieces, and the machinery de-
stroyed. The speaker described in glow-
ing terms the scene on the banks of the
Potomac at Shepherdstown on the sth
of December, 1785, when hundreds of
the people gathered to witness the trial
trip of the great invention. A few la-
dies, from one of whom he heard the
story, wereon theboat; and as the little
rude structure darted out in mid stream,
and then shot up the river, Gen. Hora-
tio Gates, who stood on the shore, cried
out?"My God! she goes, she goes !"
The Shepherdstown mechanics did the
iron work, Rumsey making the steam-
pipe by twisting au iron tube 'round a
horse-collar block at a Sadler's shop
thus getting it similarto the worm of a
still. Among thespectators to this trial
trip were names familiar to us all?Bed-
inger, Kearsley, Generals Gates, Steph-
ens, and Darke, and hundredsof others.
Shepherdstown had a larger population
then than now!

Testimonials were given by General
Washington, Maj. Bedinger, and many
other celebrated men ; and protection
was applied for and obtained from the
legislatures of Virginia and Maryland,
the former agreeing if the protection
was withdrawn within ten years to pay
Rumsey £10,000 in gold or silver. The
year after a Rumseyan Society was
formed in Philadelphia, of which Ben-
jamin Franklin was President, and
money raised to send Rumsey to Eu-rope. He went to London and built a
steamer to be exhibitedon the Thames;
but his money gave out, he was involved
debt, and finally his boat was seized by
bis creditors and he was not allowed to
loose it from its moorings, but only per*
mitted to show how its machinery
would work. Finally, it was suggested
that he delivera lecture in order to raisefunds, to which he consented, but onappearing before an audience ofLondon
scientific men, his first attempt at pub-
lic speaking, he endeavored to utter
some words and failed; again tried toarticulate, fell back senseless, and never
spoke afterwards. Tbe next day he
died. Robert Fulton, the reputed in-
ventor of steam navigation, was with
him in London?was associated with
him at the time of his death, and the
next year applied for right or protection
for aboat to be propelledby steam. The
speakerstated that John Fitch of Penn-
sylvania, who also laid claim to the
honor of this invention, had been in
Kentucky at the time of Rumsey's fir£
effort in Bath, when Daniel Bedinger
went there and evidently communicat
ed the idea to him. though Fitch claim-
ed to have discovered it by accident,
and afterwards pried about Rumsey's
workshop until the citizens of Shep-herdstown threatened to tar and feather
him if he did not leave. Chancellor
Livingston, then minister to France,
has the credit of finally bringing outthe steamboat from drafts by RobertFulton, who, however, was so ignorant
of inecbanica.l principles that the work-men laughed at him. The facts conclu-
sively proved by Col Boteler are, thatRumseyphilosohieally worked out his
invention of the steamboat, and reducedit to practical use on the Potomac at
Shepherdstown in 17<85 when there was
not a single steam engine on the Conti-nent of Amerioa,and twenty years be-
fore Fulton's experiment on the Hud-
son ; and that beyond a doubt both
Fitch and Fulton got their ideas,.if not
the full details of the invention, from
him. In 1836, in the United States
Congress, a nephew of James Rumsey,
then a member from Kentucky, mad*
a most eloquentappeal for justics to his
ancestor, asking not a. dollar or a cent
to be appropriated, but lhat Congress
should investigate the matterof the in-
vention of tbe first steamboat, and Con-
gress did have struck a gold n.gcjal for
the grandson of the ipvuntpr as an ac-
knowledgment of the great service he
bad done - and yet, in spite of all this,
the school books up to this day persist
in giving Robert Fulton or John Fitch
sole credit for the invention of steam-
boats |

Of his servicea in the Virginia Senate,
I need only say, what every one would
naturally expect, they were moatvalu-able front that enlightened conserva-
tism in the prevention of crude and
vicious legislation. In the last session
of his first term iv the Senate a vigor-
ous effort was made for the passage of a
ataylaw rather than an increase of taxa-
tion.
It hardly needs to be said that he op-

posed the former and sustained the lat-
ter measure with all the vigour of his
honest and manly nature. Nor could
he ever have looked with any patience
upon that brood of enactments sincehis day?the stay of executions, home-
stead exemptions, limitations upon salesof property et idomnegenus, professedly
passed in the interest of tbe poor and
the laboring man, yet in fact more
detrimental to that class than to any
other, and most damaging to the credit
of the State abroad.A character so pronouncedand inflex-
ible could hardlyfail ofprovoking some
Criticism and fault-finding | and yet I
can recall but one sort of imputation or
aspersion ever oast upon bis fait andhonorable fame.
I have sometimes heard it chargedthat he was close, exacting, and even

penurious in money transactions. My
opportunities for judging of this, as
well as other traits of character, were,from my business relations with him
for ten years, as intimate and full per-
haps as those of any man, and I think
the judgment or opinion unjust. Itsprangchiefly, if not wholly, from his
remarkable exactness in all businesstransactions and money settlements.?But I have this to say, that if he was
exacting to a cent in the receipt of allmonies for himself or hi* mauy clients,he was altogether equally so in every
payment oi money by himself; nor washe ever willing to consider an obligation
discharged by him till be bad paid tbelast cent. He would not give a receipttiil tho debt was fully patd, nor wouldhe accept one till he had fully discharg-ed his obligation ? and he was everywhit as faithful in counting interest
against himself, as in bis own or his cli-
ents' favor. Of all this, I bad almostnumberlessopportunities of judging.Near of kin to this was his habit of
strict punctuality to all engagements.He had a correct appreciation of tbevalue of time, and thevalue of his wordas well. So that whilstha would notkeep others waiting for him, ha wouldnot longwait for others. Tothentraits,

Peter McNamara died at Washington
a few days ago from the effects of a bite
byja mannamed Danahermore than two
months ago. During a scuffle McNa-
mara's finger was bitten. To counter-
act the effects of the poison in hjs sys-
tem the finger was amputated; but thepoison had got beyond that member.?
On Sunday Tt was proposed to amputatethearm, but the physician declined, be-lievlng that the patient could not sur-vive the operation.
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Superintendents.

The necessity of an educated super-
intendenceofall ourpublic schools, will
appear from the nature of tbe duties of
the offlce. Let it beunderstood that the
superintendentis to be the agent ofthe
school committees, wbo are to sanction
or revoke all he may do. As an agent,
he will be directed to determine the
numberof s&hool? the town willrequire
for tbe highest good of thechildren ; to
select and examine the teachers to be
employed; to makeout courses of study
for all grades ofinstruction ; to aid the
teachers in mastering and applying the
best methodsof teaching; to dowhat is
possible towardprocuring the necessarymeansof teaching, such as natural ob-
jectsand apparatus; to give advice con-
cerning the text-books to be used; tohold meetings oftheteachersto promotetheir improvement and efficiency by all
proper and suitable methods; to call
meetings of the school committees, and
suggest to them what changes are neces-
sary to be made to render the school-
work more productive of good results;
to make a personal examination of the
schools as often as possible; to aid in
settling all differences that may arisebetween teachers andparents; to inquire
into all matters pertaining to the'condi-
tion of scboolbouses, that the health and
comfortofpupils may be cared for and
promoted ; and to make a detailed re»
port of the schools in his district. The
importance of the duties of the superin-
tendent may be at once known from
their nature.

The duty of selecting and examining
teacher cannot be properly performed
except by one who has had an actual
experiencein just thatkind of work the
teachers is expected to perform. He
must be able to determine by examina-
tion what are the natural gifts the can-
didate for teaching possesses; whether
his mind is richly stored with know-
ledge, and is thorougbjy trained by an
experiencein doing what heshouldhave
the power to do.

No teachershould be admitted to the
schools until there has been found in
him the power to control bis pupils and
to mould aright their characters. To do
all this, he must be able to discern the
peculiar characteristicsofthe individual
members of his classes, and be able to
minister to individual wants.
It requires a trained educator to ex-

amine for these things, and to know
when they are found. The mode ofex-
amining teachers by a few questions
pertaining to tbe facts he is to teach,leaving out of accountall reference to the
principles of teaching, or to the personal
qualities of tbe teacher, is a farce, and it
has filled our schools with a class of per-
sons who are subjecting the schools to a
waste they cannot afford to endure. The
first step toward a true progress in our
school-work is to substitute good teach-
ers for poor ones. This step will never
be taken until those to whom the power
to choose is committed, are impressed
with the importance of employing none
but good teachers, and who know the
marks by which they may be discover-ed. However well educated he may be,no one but a teacher is prepared to con-duct the examination of teachers, or to
tell what he sees when be visits a school.

The internal lifeof a school is conceal-
ed from all inexperienced eyes. Recita-tions having the external appearance of .
perfection may be prepared withoutmethod or proper objects ofstudy; and
they may be given without knowledgeor a right exertion of mental power.

The children, to the inexperienced
eye, may appear in proper order, andyet the stillness and sobriety be due to
stupidity, or to a system of government
that is crushing out the best life of their
young natures. The skillful superinten
dent will be able to see what is invisi-
ble to the inexperienced,and will know
how to apply a remedy, by guiding theteacher to better methods of teaching
and of school government. He is to be
to tbe teachers of his district what aprincipal ofa school is to those who laborwith him. From want ofproper exter-
nal help, good teachers are often com-
pelled to abandon or to modify into in-
significance their good plans of teaching
and school management.

Parents sometimes complain; the
school is too large or too small; it is im-
properly graded; the means of teaching
art* wanting; text-booksare not uni-
form ; the course of study bas no phil-
osophy in it; the school-house is with-
out comfort or convenience; but into it
the teacher is put with conditions such
as render it impossible for him to produce any good results. It ia the duty
and privilege of the superintendent to
discover such conditions, and to relieve
the teacher from theirdisastrous effects.
He can do what no other agent can do
toward removing difflcultieas and creat-
ing aright public sentiment toward tbe
schools, by making them worthyof sup-
port.

As a fact, the schools of the country
are everywhere better for being subject-
ed to a proper supervision. .Educators
are not divided in tbeir sentiments con-
cerning the utility ofspecial and intel-
ligent supervision of all the schools. ?
Wherever such supervision exists the
schools take on a new form ; a new in-
terest is awakened in them; the per cent
of attendance ia increased; the teachers
feel that they are supported by an influ-
ence, such as they themselves are unable
to exert, and the peoplebecome willing
supporters ofinstitutions that makesuch
good returns for what is expended upon
them. Objections to superintendents
are made, someof which are well ton Tid-
ed. A poor superintendent may be
worse than none. He may neglect his
duty, or he may superintend the life of
a good teacher and of his school all out
of them, and leave nothing but discour-
agement and irritation and ill-will in
their places. He may be wanting in
good sense, and becomeobnoxiousto the
people.

But these objections arise from the
fallibility of a weak human nature that
renders the success of ail human enter-
prises conditional. A good superinten-
dent is the life of our common-school
system. This experiencehas proved.?
A poor one must be exchanged, as soon
as possible, for a better. If the fault is
in the man, a ohange may be made, and
leave the good system unchanged.?
Whatever may be said of the expense of
supporting tbe system, it may beshown
that we oannot ati'ord to do without it.

The waste we are nowmaking is not
only of money improperly and uselessly
expended, but it is also of the precious
time of our children, who have but a
brief period of their youth-time allotted
to them for a preparation for life. If
this time is lost, a waste has been made
of that which alouo has value, and
which no after-effort can repair.? New
England Journalof Education.

January and May?An Elope-
ment.?Recently Mr. chas. S. King of
Charles City county, Va., aged 71 years,
eloped with st Miss Parker, a beautiful
and accomplished brunette, aged 20
years, and weremarried in Washington
city. Miss Parker had been visiting
friends in Charles City, where she met
berfuture husband.' The coupleeloped,
it seems, not because they had to, but
because they could. The old gentleman
said he wasgay and festive, and thought
running offto get married was more ro-
mantic than staying at home.

» s> .

Myer S. Isaacs, a prominent Israelite,
and senior editor of the Jewish Messen-
ger, of New York, is being urged upon
the President fer the position of minis-
ter to Berlin, made vacant by the death
of Bayard Taylor.

so.
An Irishman charged with an assault

wasasked whetherhewas guilty. "How
can I tell, yer Honor, till I have heard
the evidence?" was the reply.
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TIKE TUSKS THE TABLES.
Ten yearsago, when she was ten,

1 used to tease and scold her;
; I liked her, and sbe loved me then,

A boy somefive years older.

i I liked her, she would fetch my book,
Bring lunch to stream or thicket;

Would oil my gun, or bait my hook,
And field fer hoursat cricket.

She'd mend my cap, or find my whip,
Ah! but boys' hearts are stony!

I liked her rather less than "Gyp."
And far less than my pony.

She loved me then,thoughheaven knows why,
Shall wonder had she hated.

For scores of dolls she's had to cry,
Whom I decapitated.

I tore ber frocks, I pulled her hair,
Called "red" the sheen upon it;

Out fishing I would even dare
Catch tadpoles in her bonnet.

Well, now, I expiate my crime ;
The Nemesis of fables

Came after years?To-day Old Time
On met-as turned the tables.

I'm twenty-five, she's twenty now,
Dark-eyed,pink-cheeked,and bonny,

The curls are goldenround her brow;
She smiles and calls me "Johnny."

Of yore I used her Christian name.
But now. through fate or malice,

When she is by my lips can't frame
Five letters to make "Alice."

I, who could Joke with her and tease
Stand silent now before her;

Dnmb, through the very wish to please,
A speechless, shy adorer.

Or, if she turns tome to speak,
I'm dazzled byher graces;

The hotblood rushes to my cheek,
Ibabble commonplaces.

She's kind and cool?ah! Heaven knows how
Iwish sbe blushed and faltered;

Hhe likes me, and I love ber now;
Dear, dear! how thingshave altered!

?London Graphic.

Old-lashioued Tirginia Hospitality.
[Washington Sunday Herald.]

Col. L. H. Fitzhugh, ex-doorkeeper
ofthe House, who went with the com-
mittee detailed to bear the remains of
Hon. B. B. Douglas, latea member from
theFir t Virginia district, to their final
resting place at Aylett's, Virginia, re-
ports an incident of the otherwise
gloomy duties which recalls the days
long gone by?an incident which illus-
trates the splendid hospitality which
bas given that proud old Commonwealth
a name and fame wherever the English
tongue is spoken.

Job B. Davis, Esq., brother of Sena-
tor H. G. Davis, of West Virginia, and
a warm personal friend of the late Mr.
Beverly B. Douglass, joined the com-
mittee at Richmond, and went with the
escort to Aylett's, taking his splendid
residence, "Lester Manor," in the way.
Reaching t.-ie "Manor" in theafternoon,
the doors were thrown openwith an old
Virginia welcome; liquors and cigars
and coffee of the rarest flavor were
served, and the dinner which wasspread
before the guests, Hon. Rush Clarke
says, was one of the most sumptuous
and elegant of which he ever partook.?
He says that the Riggs House (hia syn-
onym for elegance and refinement of
'cuisine) bas seldom spread a more ele-
gant feast. Remaining at "Lestor
Manor" overnight, and having to leave
the railroad at this point, and go over
the country a distance of twenty miles
to the late home of Mr. Douglas, Mr.
Davis had his elegant carriages and
chariots brought out, in which he and
his guests made the journey. Their sad
mission ended, the gentleman of the
committee (eighteen in number) re-
turned the same night to "Lestor Man-
or," where they were as handsomely
entertained as before by their large-
hearted and manly host, Mr. John B.
Davis.

On leaving for Washington next
morning, Mr. Davis was asked by tbe
Sergeant-at-Arms to make out his bill."Not a copper, gentlemen," he re-
plied, "I shouldn't think of such a
thing."

"But," persisted Mr. Clarke and oth-
ers, "the expenses are all provided for,
and it is not the committee yon would
charge, but the United States Govern-
ment."

"That matters nothing," said Mr.
Davis, "Beverly Douglas was a a friend
of mine, and I beg permission to con-
tribute this little iv honor of his memo-
ry, and as a slight expressionof my high
regard for his lofty character."

When it is considered that if Mr. Da-
vis had made charge at all for the enter-
tainment of his guests fer two or three
days, the furnishing of transportation,
e&c, the sum would have amounted to
about two huudred dollars, we can ap-
preciate the large-hearted generosity of
Mr. John B. Davis. The committee
say it is the first time they have ever
known a gentleman to refuse pay when
the government had to foot the bill, and
that they will long entertain a most
pleasant and grateful memory of "Les-
tor Manor" and its accomplished owner.
It is the first experience that several of
the committee (those from the North)
have ever had of old-fasbioned South-
ern hospitality, and the reality surpass-
es all they had ever heard of it. We
sincerely wish that social intercourse
between the sections could be of more
frequent occurrence.

Letter from Harrisonburg, Va.
[Correspondence oftheBaltimore Sun.]
Harrisonburg, Va.. Dec. 27,1878.

Trial of a Curious Case? A Bride Ab-
ducted on her Wedding Day.

In the Rockingham County Court.
Judge O'Ferrall presiding, a trial has
just taken place involving the fact ofthe
coercive abduction of a bride from her
home on the evening of her marriage by
ber father. The facts, ns disclosed on
the trial, weresub tantially these : Ed-
ward M. Sharer, a young widower and
farmer, residing a few miles from this
place, on the 11th of September last
married his niece, Miss Dora Sharer,
who was also a first cousin, being the
daughter of his uncle, Mr. George W.Sharer. They were regularly married,
the bride being of age and entitled to
choose for herself. After getting mar-
ried the bride and the groom went from
the preacher's to Mr. Sharer'sresidence,and about 10J or 11 o'clock at night, justbeforeretiring, the bride's father made
hia appearance. He came in abruptly,indulged in some rather vigorous Eng-
lish, got into violent collision with his
nephew and new-made son-in*law, and
ended by ordering his daughter to go
home with him, and compelling her to
get on a horse behind him. A warrant
was issued for his arrest at tbe time, but
friends of tbe parties interested them-selves, and he was bailed to answer an
indictment which was found against
him for a simple case of assault and bat-tery upon his son in-law with intent tokill, disfigure, maim, &c. The bad feel-
ing created at the time of tbe occur-rence having been removed, the parties
most interested were in a compromisingand conciliatory mood at the trial, audthe Commonwealth's attorney had toabandon an active and vigorous prose-
cution. The defense had employed em-inent counsel, Hon. J. T. Harris, Capt.John Paul andGranvilleEastham,Esq.whilst Capt. G. G. Grattan representedthe State. Considerable interest wasmanifested in the trial, a large numberof persons listening to the testimonyand speechesof counsel with great ea-
gerness. The jury in a short time re-turneda verdict of acquittal, conclud-
ing that a case of this kind might becompromised by the parties directly in-terested, without the intervention ofthe law.


