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PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY.

TF. BLISS, M. D.,
a PHYSICIAN, SURGEON, A OCULIST,

?

ial attenUob given toDiseases of Womenand Diseases of the Eye and EarOrFiCK-Efflnger Building, Frederick Street.Office Hours?9 a. m. to Bp. m.Residence "Kalorama." as- Nieht calls an-swered from Kalorama. g dlc7-tf
F. WATMAN, M. D., D. D. S.,

(Formerly Demonstrator in Baltimore College ofDental Surgery.)
Dental Office :?

Over Humphrey's Store, next door to Levy's,
Staunton, Va.

SPEClALTY:?Correcting irregularities of
the natural teeth; restoring decayed parts ofthe teeth with porcelain and gold; makingar-
tificial teeth upon Gold Alloy Cast Plates.Gas Administered. nov23-3m
"VITM. CHAPMAN,D. D. S?TT STAUNTON, Va.,Has resumed the practice of Dentistry at hfs
former Office, No. 115East Main Street, wherehe will be pleased to see his friends, offeringthem an experience of twenty-five years suc-
cessful practice. may2s-tf

ARCHIBALD «. STUART.
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW,

_ Staunton, Va.,Practices in the courts of Augusta, and adjoin-ing counties.
All matters instrusted to his care will receivepromptattention, aprl3

\u25a0pvR. JNO. W. HARRIS.
Office in Chapman's Block, opposite Staun-ton Opera House, Main St. jan27-tf

CA.RICHARDSON,
. ATTORNEY-AT-LAW,

Staunton, Va.Specialattention given to the collection ofclaims, and promptreturns made.
Courts?Augusta and Rockingham.Office-No. 2 Law Building. ,oct7
WM. A. HUDSON. WM. PATRICE.HUDSON A PATRICK,

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW,
STAUNTON, VA.,

Will practice in the Courts of Augusta and
adjoining counties. Special attention paid tocollections. feb!2-tf

J. E. Girr. R. L. PARRISH.GUY A PARRISH,
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW,

Staunton, Va.
Office In Sullivan Building 2nd floor, Augus-

a Street. dec4-tf
J. R. TUOXEK, H. ST. GEO. TUCKER,Lexington, Va, Staunton, Va.TUCKER * TUCKER,

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW,
STAUNTON, VA.,

Will pra< tlce in the Courts of Augusta and the
adjoining- counties. Also in the Court of Ap-
peals of Virginia, and will attend regularly the
Circuit Courts of Rockhridge. au22-tf

N. K. TROUT. W. E. CRAIG.

TROUT A CRAIG,
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW,

Staunton, VA.
'.We have entered into Partnership asLawyers,occupying the old Officesof the Senior

member. The Junior member will aid in con-ducting theold business.
*S- Particular attention given to collections.
Jels-tf

A 91. HRNULE, M. !>.,
. PHYSICIAN AND SURGEON,

Staunton, Va.,
Respectfully tenders his professional services tothe public, and may be consulted at his officeatmil hours.

«3-Special attention given to Surgery.
Office?ln his new building on Frederick

?st? between Augusta and Water streets.
feb 4?ly
H. M. MATHEWB. ALEX. F. MATHEWS.

MATHEWS A MATHEWS,
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW,

IiEwisBURG. West Va.,
practice regularly in tha Courts of Greenbrier,
Monroe, Pocahontas and Nicholas counties, W.Va,, the Court of Appeals, and the Federal
Courts for the District of W. Va.

49-Particular attention paid to Collectionsnd to special cases anywhere in their State.
may 17?ly \u25a0

GEORGE H. HARRISON,
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW,

Staunton, Va.,will practice In all the Courts holden In Au-gusta county, and in the Circuit Courts of theadjoining counties.
49-Btrict attention given to the collection ofClaims.
Office?No. 10 Lawyer's Row, Court-houseAlley. oo31?tf

THOMAS I». RANSON,
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW,

Staunton. Va.
offers his professional services in the County
and Circuit Courts of Augusta,and in the Hus-tings Court and the Court of Appeals held In
Staunton. Will also prosecute claims else-where through legai correspondents In this andother States. may 30?ly.

EA»E F. WHITE,
ATTORNEY AT-LAW,

Staunton, Va.,
will practice in the Courts of Augusta, Rock-
fingham and Highland.

Refers, by permission, to the Law Faculty ofthe University of Virginia.
Office on Court-house Alley. feb 6?ly.

PRESTON A BAYLOR,
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW,And Solicitor in Chancery, STAUNTON, VA.,practices in all the Courts of Augusta and ad-joiningcounties.

Office:?The same formerly occupied by hisfather, Col. Geo. Baylor, dec'd. on Augusta St.,
opposite the Court-house. no 21

31. M. Mc-ALI.ISTER,
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW,

Warm Springs, Va.
Courts?Alleghany, Bath and Highland, Va.,
nd Pocahontas, West Virginia.
*9-Special attention given to collection ofislaims and proceeds promptlyaccounted for.dec 23?tf

DR. JAMES JOHNSTON,
DENTIST,Main Street, Staunton, Va.

Office :-Over Turner & Harman's Grocery
tore. dec 21?tf
't. c. elder. lot. j. nelson.ELDER A NELSON,

ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW,
and Real Estate Agents,

may 5
_

Staunton, Va.
WINES, LIQUORS, &c.

EOBERT HILL, Jr.,

HIS STOCK OF

LIQUORS
TO THE

STONE HOUSE,
on Augusta Street,

OWE DOOR BELOW BYERS A EAKLE.

sepll on tlie First day of September.

"V¥TE OFFER as large and choice stock ol

jtiiaztf^-iTttiraiii
«t can be found in this State consisting of fi-
nest brands?

Augusta County Whiskies and
APPIYE BRANDIES,

.'Also Imported and Domestic I.iqnors
of all kinds.

S3. At WHOLESALE and RETAIL.
BCRKE & BRADLEY,

Masonic Building,
octl2-ly Staunton, Va.

LIVERY STABLES.
? ??????

m'MWER ARRAJfWEMENT.
THE BEST LIVERY IN THE STATE.

/Sjjffjjifo AMERICAN HOTEL
WWH Urery Stables.
S. T. TH«K.VR|;Rfi Proprietor.Haying refltted my stables and added a num-
ber of line norses and vehicles to my stock, Iam prepared to accommodate the summertravel in themost elegantand handsome style.at reasonable prices.

«?* Hunting, Fishing and Pleasure Partiesgenerally will be supplied with any kind oivehicle desired, at low prices.
I respectfully invite my former customersand the publicgenerally to give mea call.Satisfaction guaranteed.
mny!B-t.f S. T. THORNBURO.

agricultokaj7implements.
plowsTplows !

The very superior MALTA PLOWS, DOUBLE9HOVELS, for sale, and at prices to suit thosevhoknow agood plow,
apr6 BAKER BROTHERS.

______%__% a week in your own town. 85 OutfitV|a.|a, free. No risk. Reader, if you want a
ttjilll business at which persons of eithersex can make great pay all the timethey work, write for particulars to H. HallbttA Co., Portland, Maine. jyl3-»m

| Singer, Bucha, Mandrake, Stillingia and
.many other of the Lest medicines known are com-'

\u25a0 bined so skillfullyin Parker's Ginger Tonic as.
[to make it thegreatestBlood Purifier and the [
? Best Health aud StrengthRestorer everused.!
' It cures Dyspepsia, Rheumatism, Neuralgia,'
?Sleeplessness, and all diseases of the Stomach,.
'Bowels, Lungs, Liver, Kidneys, Urinary Organs-
|.md all Female Complaints. _ ]
. If you are wasting away with Consumption cr.
'any disease.use the ToNrc to-day. No matterwhat-
'yuur symptoms may be, it will surely help you. '
'. Kein'ember! This Tonic cures drunkenness,!
'is the Best Family Medicine ever made, entirely,
'different from Bitters, Ginger Preparations and'[other Tonics, and combines the bestcurativeprop-]
?ertfesof all. Buy a 50c. bottle of your druggist..
?None genuine without our signature on outside'
[wrapper. Hlscox & Co.. Chemists. New York/

PARKER'S HAIR BALSAM ?L%^o£££
jan2s-ly

"QUITTENNIxNT'
The most reliable preparation in the world

for Chapped Skin, Face, Sunburn, Freckles,
Pimples, etc. Prepared only by

W. R. TYREE. Pharmacist,
No. 6, E. Main Street.PRICE, '25 CENTS.

*W Store open day and night.

QUITTENKIN!
An elegant preparation for smoothing thehair and FORMING FRIZZES. Price 25 cts.

Prepared onlyby
W. R. TYREE, Pharmacist,

No. o, E. Main Street.
PRESCRIPTIONS compounded carefullyatall hours of the day and night.

rriYßEE's

JPORiOTJS PLASTERS.
NONE BETTER. Price 15 cents each.

W. R. TYREE.
E. Main Street.

CARRIAGE FACTORIES
STAUNTON

(SAIIIABIfACfeiY,

Removed to near Virginia Motel.
Factory formerly occupied by J. H.Waters, next door to A. A. Grubert,

STAUNTON, VA.
CLINEDINBT~& BODELL,

Manufacturers of all styles of
Carriages! Phaetons. Buggies,

\u25a0fee, «fco. .

ww
We employ the best workmen, and are de-

termined to sustain the reputation of manu-
facturing Carriages, Buggies, Fhsetons, <&c,equal, if not superior, to any in theState. OurBuggies are manufactured with special care to
their strength and durability,as well as beau-
ty and finish.

*J3- REPAIRING done promptlyon reason-able terms. feb2i

GROCERIES, &c.

HOLIDAYGOaDS.
,?\u2666 ~

We invite the attention of househeepers to our
Stock of Goods for the Holidays.

RAISINS.
CITRON.

CURRANTS,
MINCE MEAT.

CRANBERRIES,
ORANGES,

LEMONS,

CAXNED GOODS
OF ALL KINDS.

W. F. WOOD & CO.,
dec 7 No. 2, S. Augusta Street.

CHRISTMAS GOODS!
We are receiving a largeand weil selected stock

OF STAPLE AND FANCY

-1 GROCERIES !I -
CONFECTIONERIES

of all kinds,
tobacco; cigars, &c?

which we will SELL LOW FOR CASH. Per-
sons buyingsuch goods will do well by calling
on us, before buying.

DETTOR «fe CO.,
107, South Augusta Street,

dec7Staunton, va.

BOOTS AND SHOES.
, a> a> \u2666

NO. 11. EAST MAIN ST. No. 11

LffSCOMB&BERRY
DKAI.KRI IN

BOOTS, SHOES,
ATST> HATS,

have removed to No. 11. East Main Street,
Staunton, Va., where they have in store and
are constantly receiving a large and varied
stock of all the latest styles and best makes of

BOOTS, HHOEH and MATS,

which they are selling at remarkably

IOW PRICES FOR CASH.

49- ConstantlyId store a full line of MEN'S
COARSE BOOTS, and Ladles' and Gentlemen's

FINE HAND-MADE

Boots, Shoes, and Gaiters.
Tbey respectfully ask an examination of

their stock by their friends and the publicgen-
erally, before makingtheir purchases. sepUl |

DRUGS AND MEDICINES. DRUGS AND MEDICINES.
* ? » . ? , .

fga VEGETABLE
DUil If!I I CDNj rJISIi R9LI fen

§§£<==ff A PURELY VEGETABLE REMEDY'IPi ?0R lIttERHAI AHO EITERHAI BSE,
asaaahssßßßßßßßsk * a**,ro cnre for all the diseases forwhich it is recommended,jfif'd' ana is "hv;! >'s PERFECTLY SAFE in the handsy^Y vY! " ! " ' ' ;\u25a0!'''SSSaW evun f^ c most inexperienced persons.

,£________S__\________ _\ Jt ls a BMro B« tl quick remedy for COUGHS, SORE
'(? 1 Bi H THROAT, CHILLS, and similar troubles; nffonls instantill fl /jßPsßtSt'i. 1?: i 'il s'c!ie* irl tho *° os t malignant forms of DIPHTHERIA,and111 'nßßr^a^aOT^*!lli :'*'PPs*s tlie known remedy for Rheumatism and IVcurulgia.

i»ypWa^^l^l ;; il. The ° ldest » BestTand Most Widely KnownII f% 1| !? Family Wledicino in the World.
' Ifl'l I l*Vi '11l IK ** *la* l**en nsed with such -wonderful anccess in all
If! I 3 s? llfc\ iIK parts of the world forCRAMPS, CHOLKRA,DIARRHCBA,ffiii || U-hBiV I'lKi D »*SENTERY, nnd all BOWEL COMPLAINTS that it is
Wm ii 3iEa Ifcd vßv\ MWE/* cuus idered an unfailingrare for these diseases.

PS Is iilKrl Mas siood the tost o/ Forty Years' Constant
m 3 aauH fl'iS i se n a! ' ___**_________[ and Climates.ffil Ij!1/** )i ' lj llS) If- vRECOMMENDED by Physicians. Missionaries,
W I 3§i I »8i I( 'N RWll M*,,l9* el"8> Managers of Plantations, Work-Shops, and
*W I"N \ BPsf !»1 Factories, Nurse* In Hospitals?in short by Everybody,IU IU sHnwfa Everywhere, who has ever given it a trial.II 11 Wm I'll 'T ' S WITHOUT A R'VAL AS A LINIMENT.
El Cell Hjl Itshould alwaysbe used for Pain In. the Back and Side,
ijij S SS (/B/lallilfland brings speedy and permanentrelief iv all casesof Bruises,
Hi §?* \\ M / ||Efm Cuts, Sprains, Severe Curns, Scalds, etc.HlLfi-.- ...fcsJlJaLsfljBill No family ca " safely be without it. It will annually

VgS savo many times its cost in doctors' bills, ar.d its price brings it
within the reach of all. It is sold at 25c, 50c, and §1 per*at=^r hottlc, and can be obtained from all druggists.

PERRY DAVIS & SON, Providence, R. I.
Proprietors.

feb3-Iyeow
1 i -

SASKthe recovered
dyspeptic, biliousnn sufferer, victims olHaXJt fever and agu.i, themercurial diseasedpatient, how they re-

_Jr covered health.
cheerful spirits, and

aas**. good appetite; they
will tell you by taJt-

Uiaf SIMMON'S' LIVEE
atpaa jf£ REGULATOR.

Tbe Cheapest, Purest,.ami Best Fami-
ly Medicine in tbe World !

For DYSPEPSIA, CONSTIPATION, Jaun-dice, Bilnous attacks, SICK HEADACHIfi, Col-ic, Depression of Spirits, SOUR STOMLACH,
Heart Burn, Ac,&c.

This unrivalled Southern Remedy is war-
rmted not tocontain a single particle of Mer-cury, or any injuriousmineral substance, but Iis
PURELY VEGETABLE, I

containing those Southern Roots and Herbs, 1which an all-wise Providence has placed in '
countries where Liver Diseases most prevail.?
It wtil enre nil Diseases caused by De-rangement of the Liver and Bowels.

The SYMPTOMS of Liver Complaints are a
bitter or bad taste In the mouth \ Pain in theBack, Sides or Joints, often mistaken for Rheu-
matism ; Sonr Stomach; Loss of Appetite;

'Bowels alternatelycostive and lax; Headache;Loss of Memory, with a painful sensation ofhavingfailed to do something which ouerht to
have been done; Debility.Low Spirits, athick yellowappearance of the Skin and eyes,
a dry Cough otten mistaken for Consumption.

Sometimesmanyofthe symptomsattend thedisease, at others very few; but the Liver, thelargest organ in the body, is generally the seat
of the disease, and if not Regulated In time,
great suffering, wretchedness aDd DEATH will
ensue.

CAUTION.
As there are a number of Imitations offered

to the public,we would caution the communi-ty to buy no Powders or Prepared SI !» MOW
liIVKK BEGULaTOB unless in white wrappers,
and has thered letter Z and Mortar In the front,and is made by J. H. ZEILIN A CO.

"We have tested its virtues, personally,and
know that for Dyspepsia, Biliousness, andThrobbing Headache, it is the best medi-cine the world ever saw. We have tried fortyother remedies before Simmons'Liver Regula-
tor, but none of tbem gave us more than tem-porary relief; but the Regulator not onlyre-lieved, but cured us."?Ed. Telegraph and.Messenger, Macon, Ga.

MANUFACTURED ONLY BY
J. H. ZEILIN & CO., Philadelphia, Pa.
janll-ly SOLD BY-ALL DRUGGISTS.

n PERMANENTLY CURES TJUKIDNEY DISEASES, H
9 LIVER COMPLAINTS,M
m Constipation and Piies. pj
I I DR.lt.il. CLARK,Soutb Hero,Yt., rays.? '\u25a0'<
Si "In cases ef KIDNEY TEOCULES It hnjMfRjjl acted like a charm. Ithas cured manyvery \ '%$
3Bbad coses ofFIXES, and busneverfulled to :i,Y!

M KELSO:," FAIRCEILD, ofSt. Albany Vt, &U
|m Bays, "It isof pricelessvalue. After sixteen X..
Fas yearsot great suflcrins; from Flies and Cos- r^S
S I tlveness It completely cured me." I
I C. S. 530CABON, ofBerkshire, say», '-one LJ

\u25a0BJ package lias done wonders for mo in com- KB
IB pletcly curing; a severe Liver and Kidney Era

| C~ithas p
\u25a0 WONDERFUL Wif p J Hrl etif\ia#cß ii*ej

_

9 1 bI power* mttStwm i 1
_J BJICtrsE IT ACTS ON THEHB
\u25a0 Lit I:::,the bowels and kid.H

\u25a0 NEYS AT THESAME TIME. PI
U Because It oleanse* the system OfMH the poisonoushumors that develope HH In Kidneyand Urinary diseases, EH-H
I lousness, Jaundice, Constipation,III I Piles, or In Rheumatism, Neuralgia IILI and Feraa le disorders. EHI ETfIXET-WOET is adryvegetable com-15

H poundauti can be sent by mallprepaid. Ban

LJ'Onc package will makeslsqts ofmedicine. DMH TH.-2- it xo-oisv :
r» Buy it at the Druceists. Price, 81.00. ||I I WELLS, BICHAXDSOH & CO., Proprietors, ElU 3 Barlinctm, Vt. KB

marl6-ly

TheIPurest and Best Medicine everMade.
Acolmbination of Hops, Bucliu, Man-

drakme and Dandelion, with all the bestand
most c%urative properties of all other Bitters,makes\the greatest Blood Purifier, Liver
Reg U ggd I*ife aaA Health Restoring
Agent ori%Hß-MHIBH--Bi eaith.
No disease possibly longr exist where Hop
Bitters are us\ed,sovariedand perfect are their

They give Bttiw an*rigorto the aged and infirm.
Toall whose cVDploymeDtßea,use irre^lari"

tyofthebowelsor%ni'inary organs, or who re-
quire an Appetizer^LTonic and mild Stimulant.
HopBitters are inval^ Without intox-
icating, aini.^No matter what yourfe\eUnprs or symptoms
are whatthe disease or Isuso HopBit-ters. Don't waituntilyoua% re sick but if you
only feel bad or miserable,* vsc them at once.
Itmaysaveyourlife.lthasß aaved hundreds.
$500will be paidfor acal&e they will notcure or help. Do not suffer » or ' et your friends

suffer.but useand urge them%*° Ud° Hop B
Remember,Hop Bitters is vlle» drugged

drunken nostrum,but the n d Best
Medicine ever made; the FHIESD
and HOP!*' and no person or
should be withoutthem.
D.I.C.i" anabsolute and irresistible cure\forDrunkenness,useof opium, tobacco
narcotics. Alisold by druggists. Send EW JH
for Circular. Bop Bitten Hfg. Co., MMI

febl-lm

janlß*ly

rpYBEE'S
TASTELESS COB LIVER Oil*,

in the form of an Emulsion, combined withHypophosphiteof Lime and Soda, for Coughs,
Colds, Consumption, etc. Price 50 cents a bot-tle. Prepared by W. R. TYREE,

E. Main Street, Staunton, Va.
M9* Store open day and night.

? #
POET ft Y.

JACK FROSTS SOSG.
I ride on the wings of the northwest wind

From my home in the frozen sens.
Where I lie and rest with a quietmind

Wben bloweth the Summer breeze.
I filch the rainbow from the skies

And place it on maple leaves,
Iwhisper the swallow, away he files

From the nest beneath the eaves.
I work in the dark of the blackest night,

And paint pictures upon the pane;
What though the sun In his noonday might

Dims them, I limn them again.
I draw, as I please, the tender spray

Of fern, with its feathery grace,
And il that, dies ont in the sun's warm ray
I put a pine in its place.

But this is only my pleasant play
While sunbeams lie and dream,

For I claspin mychilling clutchjby day
The throat of the gurglingstream.

I still its music. I strip the trees
Of their leaves, and kill the flowers;

I bush the hum of busy bees,
Who work during Summer hours.

I tumble the fences, and lift the grain
From where it lies In the soil;

I pinch the poor on their way to gain
Their bread by their dallytoll.

But when Spring days comeIchange my mm d,
Foi I am a fickle soul.

So I mount on the wings of the southwest
winds

And ride to the Arctic pole.

From the Richmond Dispatch.
Letter from A. H. H. Stuart. Esq., on

the Public Debt of Virginia. Thus it will be seen that while all
' bonds wereoriginally equally just
and" obligatory, and at the close of the
war stood in all respects on the same
level, under the operation of the fund-
ing bi.ll, and in consequence of the su-
perior diligence of some of the creditors
very great inequalities have arisen be-
tween them, which very materially af-
fect their commercial value.

It may Dot be inappropriate to a/Id
that the toss arising from this new
classification, of the bonds of the State
is generally supposed to have fallen
most heavily on trust-funds Jpro-
vided for the benefit of widows and
orphans, whose trustees could not safely
assume the responsibility of funding the
original bonds in their bands as trus-
tees ; and on foreigners and others who
had imperfect ineansof informing them-
selves as to theprovisions of the fund-
ing bill and of the expediency of avail-
ing themselves of them.

This review of the origin of the debt,
and of the history of the funding bill of
1871, and of the proceedings under it,
has been deemed necessary to show the
injustice to creditors which has grown
out of it, and of the acts of subsequent
legislatures in regard to it, and to make
plain to every one the difficulties which
stand in the way of a fair settlement.
I think every fair-minded man must

regret the existence of these classifica-
tions of the bonds of the State, and of
the differences in the value of the bonds
of the different classes. They were all
given fox money borrowed for purposes
connected with the best interests of the
State. They were equally just, and in
equity all have equal claims to be paid
by the State.

But we must deal with facts as they
exist. The classification and disparity
jn value of the various classes confronts
us as BrtAborn facts.' We can neither
strike them out of existence nor ignore
nor get around them. We must meet
them squarely face to face. Nor can we
disregard that provision of the Consti-
tution of the United States which for
bids any State from passing any law
which "impairs the obligation of con-
tracts." Neither can we, as sensible
and patriotic men, set ourselves in op-
position to. the calm and well-considered
judgment of our own Court of Appeals,
or to the well known line of decisions
<»f the Supreme Court of the United
States, which support the judgment of
our own highest judicial tributiaj.

Various measures have from time to
time been proposed to relieve us from
our difficulty. We have had the "Mc-
Culloch" bill, the "Barbour" bill, the
"Bocock Fowler" bill, and the "Rid-
dleberger" bill.

The "Riddleberger" .bill is an open
and undisguised repudiation of twelve
millions of the public debt. It assumes
t.heright of the State, one of the par-
ti es to the contract, toutterly ignore the
rights of the other party. It disregards
the> prohibition of the Constitution of
the United States, and it boldly assumes
the right of the State to pay or not to
pay * i just debt, as shemay think proper.
It the Statethe sole judge whether
*he wil Ipay anything or nothing.fat her
urbitrar v willand discretion. If she can
repudiate* at her own mere will twelve
millions t '* the debt, why may she not
an the sari »c piinciple, or rather want of
principle, i efuse to pay anything? In-
deed, I thin k the inference may fairly
be drawn frc m that bill that the alter-
native whict* it intended to present to
;he creditors, is, take twenty millions
in full dischart ',c of your obligations, or
aothinir ! I \u25a0*' n °t propose to discuss
;his bill. Its must shock the moral
sense of any enlightened people.

The "Harbour" and the "Bocock-
Fowler" hills' are less objectionable in
'orm, but not; much less so in their
)ffi;cts. They disclaim repudiation in
lame. Indeed, they recognize that the
:re ditors have s-ome dim and shadowy
\u25a0ig tits; but tbey regard thtm as very
ninty and undefined. They, in effect,
ay [to the creditors, We acknowledge
he justice of you,r debts, and would be
;)ai 1 to see you paid ; indeed, we are
vi! ling to apply any surplus of our
ev.euuewhich may exist after the pay
net it of the expenses of our Govern-
nec t and of bur nubile schools to
hat object. But good care is taken
tot to giveaoy guarantee that any such
surplus would exist. It is simply idle
o si ippose that any creditor?and more
specially any creditor wiio has the se-
jurity which the holder of "consol"
londs enjoys In the receivability of his
coupons for tuxes and other dues to the
Commonwealth,? would think for a mo-
ment of accepting the terms of either of
those bills.

but only the clauses in regard to tbe
receivability of coupous for taxes and
other dues to tbe Commonwealth,
it was still competent Tor the holders
of original bonds to fund them and
receive in exchange new bonds with
coupons which were not receivable
in payment of taxes. A number of the
original creditors availed themselvesof
tbis privilege, and received new coupon
bonds, the coupons of which were, on
their face, not receivable in payment of
taxes. This second class of bonds is
known in commercial circles as "peel-
ers." lam not advised of the amount
of this class of bonds which has been
issued. I presume itamounts to several
millions ofdollars ; but it can readily be
ascertained at the office of the Second
Auditor.

Thus it will be seen that we have a
second class of Virginia bonds, which,
though equally just, and in equity en-
titled to stand on th6same footing, are
in law and in fact placed on a lower
level, as the coupons cannot be used in
the payment of taxes, &c, and in the

they sell for .about two-
fifths' of the price that is paid for "con-
sols," or those bonds tbe coupons of
which are receivable for taxes.

There is still another, or third class of
bonds, although equally just with the
other classes, stands on a still lower
plane. Tbis consists of the residue of
the original bonds of the State, which
have not been funded into bonds of
either of the two classes above named.
I have not the means at hand (nor is it
material to my present purpose) to as-
certain tbe amount of these bonds, but
it can also be ascertained by reference
to the Second Auditor's office. As the
General Assembly at its last session re
pealed the funding bill of 1871 out and
out, the status of these bonds cannot
n< tw be changed.

Editors Dispatch : There is no subject
which has occupied a larger share of the
attention of the people of Virginia for
the last ten years than the public debt
of the State. It has been discussed in
almost every conceivable aspect in the
public prints, at tbe hustings, and in
our legislative halls. Several abortive
attempts have been made by the General
Assembly to settle it, but it still weighs,
like a nightmare, on the Common-
wealth, obstructing her {advance in the
patbaof progress which Jies before her.
Finally, politicians have spized "n it as
a riieans of gaining office and influence.
The intrinsic difficulties which encom-
pass the subject have thus been aug-
mented by the addition of others of a
partisan character. In my judgment,
this is greatly to be regretted. The
question is one of a business nature.
As such, it ought to be discussed, con-
sidered, and acted on in a calm spirit,
and on business principles.

No intelligent ana fair-minded man
will deny that the State of Virginia
owes, in round numbers, about thirty-
two millions of dollars. Nor will any
one deny tbat the debt wan legitimately
contracted, or that the State received
full value for every dollar which she
owes. Tbis has been virtually admitted
over and over again by successive Leg.,
islatures and Governors, ant has been
affirmed by the solemn judgment of
our own Supreme Court of Appeals.
I think, then, I may ssfely assume

these facts to be established beyond aU
controversy. \u25a0

Another great fact is also equally well
settled?viz., that by the results of the
war the taxable property of the State
has been reduced nearly one-half since
the debt was contracted.

The latter fact, while it may furnish
a basis for an appeal to the elumency
and indulgence of the creditors of tbe
State, cannot in anywise affect, the legal
rights of the bondholders, because they
were in no way responsible for the con-
sequence of the war, witiob was de-
clared, doubtless, in oppos'tim to their
wishes. Here; then, we are- -}»n fronted
by these incontrovertible tacts : First,
the existence of this great debt of thirty-
two millions of dollars; and second,
that our ability to meet it has been im-
paired to the extent of one haFf.

The Legislatures of 1866 and 1871 re
cognized the whole debt and promis sd
to pay it in full, with interest at 6 piir
centum per annum; and the Legisla-
ture of 1871 authorized the funding of
two thirds of the debt of the old or uudi -

vided State of Virginia, as it existed be-
fore the war, when the debt was con-
tracted, that being the equitable share
which the present State of Virginia
oughtin its opinion to bear, leaving the
remaining one third to be settled by
West Virginia.

Under this act of Assembly about
thirty millions of the original debt of
tbe old State (which was estimated tobe forty-five millions) was funded and
twenty millions of new bonds, denomi-
nated "consols," were issued, aud ten
millions of what are usually called
West-Virginia certificates. The inter-
est on the "consols" wasprovided for by
semi-annual coupons, which were made
receivable in payment of taxes.

While this process of funding was go-
ing on a new General Assembly of Vlr
ginia was elected and assembled, and
being dissatisfied with the action of its
predecessor, passedan act purporting to
repeal tbe sections of the funding bill of
1871 which provided for the receivabil-
ity of coupons for taxes, &c. The va-
lidity of this act of repeal became the
subject of judicial consideration, and
our Court of Appeals decided that so far
as the funding bad been perfected, by
the acceptanceof the terms of the bill
by creditorsand tbe consummation of
the] agreement between the creditors
and the State by the surrender of the
old bonds and acceptance of new "con-
sol" bonds, there was. a "contract" be-
tween the parties, which, under the
provisions of the Constitution of the
United States, could not be "impaired"
by any subsequentaction of the States,

The Court, therefore, held that the
repealing act, so far as the "consol"
bonds, which had been issued, were
concerned, was in violation of the Con-
stitution of the United States and inop-
erative and void.

Thus there has been fastened upon
the State of Virginia a debt of a little
over twenty millions of dollars, which
is, substantially, a preferred debt, the
interest on which, at the rate of 6 per
centum per annum (amounting in th' c
aggregateto $1,200,000), is secured by coy i-pons, which are receivable in paymer it
of all taxes and other debts and de-
mands due to tbe Commonwealth.

But there still remained $15 000,003 ol
this original debt of tbe old Stafr3 ol
Virginia which had not been fiu idee
when the act repealing tbe sect!or is 01
the funding bill of 1871, above x-eferrec
to, were passed. Of this two-tnii ds (01
$10,000,000) was recognized as th c debl
ofthe present State of Virginia, anc
the remaining one-third (or $a.,W0,000;
as the debt of West Virginia.

The holders of these fifteen imillioni
of dollars of original bonds atVemptec
to fund tbem under tbe rrovisiins o
the act of 1871, but tbe Court of Ap-
pealsvery properly decided that as thi
holders of these bonds ua<i not befon
therepeal of thosesections accepted ac<
complied with the terms of the law o
1871 by actually surrendering th:ir ole
bonds and receiving new ones in lieu o:
them, thereby perfecting the agreemen
between themselves aud the State
there was no "contract" within thi
meaning of tbe Constitution of the Uni
ted States which could be "impaired,'
but merely an overtureby the State will
a view to a contract, which, it wa-i com
petent for the Legislature fit any tinrn
before final acceptance and compliano
with the terms by tbe creditor to with
draw.

But, as theLegislature had failed ti
repeal the whole funding bill of 1871

The "McCulloch" bill, though by no
means free from defects, was much less
objectionable than either of the others.
It distinctly recognized the fact that
the creditors had rights wL'ich were en-
titled to respect, and it nominally sub-
stituted consent for coercion in the ar-
rangement which it proposed to make
with the creditors. It provided for the
funding, with the consent of the credi-
tors, and through the agency of a "syn-
dicate," the three classes of bonds above
enumerated into n<ew bonds baying forty
years to run, bearing interest at the rate
of 3 per centum per annum for the first
ten years, 4 per cent, for thenext twenty
years, and 5 per cent, for the remaining
ten years. But iv order to make this
exchange the creditor was required to
present two thirds of the amount pro-
posed to be funded or exchanged in
"consol" bonds, and the remaining
third either in "peeler" or the
equivalent in original ante-wars, subject
to a deduction of one-third of the face
amount, that being the share to be as«
sumed by West Virginia.

In a pecuniary point of view, I always
thought that the provisions of this bill,
if they could have been carried into
effect, would have been very advanta-
geous to the Commonwealth, as the re-
sult would have been to reduce the in-
terest on the whole debt to an average
of about 4 per cent. At this rate the
aggregateof the interest on the whole

debt of $30,000,000, including all three
classes, would have amountedto $1,200,-
-000, which is just the amount that was
being annually paid in the form of tax-
receivable coupons on the $20,000,000 of
outstanding consol bonds. Assuming
tbat the whole amount of $30,000,000
was just, and must ultimately be paid,
with interest, this bill would have saved
annually to tbe State, in the form of in-
terest, tbe handsome sum of $600,000.

The bill, however, was objectionable
in several particulars. In the first
place, it gave to a "syndicate" tbe ex-
clusive right of funding the bonds. The
holders of both classes of bonds in tbe
proportion required for funding could
not go to the Auditor's office directly and
bavethem'funded on their own account,
butcould approach thegovernmentonly
through the "syndicate," to whom they
were compelled to pay..tribute. The
bill operated harshly also on the credi-
tors of the second and third classes,
who werecompelled to sell or exchange
their bonds at less than one-third of
their face value and then accept a re-
duced rate of interest on tbis diminished
amount. It is true that the bill on its
face contemplated the full and free con-
sent of the creditors to the new funding
process, but I apprehend that in nine
cases out of ten it was tho poverty, and
not tbe will of the impoverished holder,
which consented.

But a still greaterobjection to tbis bill
was the impracticability of carrying it
into full effect. As the result proved,
there were many holders of bonds of all
classes whose necessities were so great
that they were compelled to part with
them, or fund them through the "syndi-
cate " In this way something 'over
eight millions of dollars were funded ;
but I doubt, if there had been no war
madeon the McCulloch bill, whether a
much larger amount would bave been
funded under it. I doubt it because I
know there weremany holders of "con-
sol" bonds who were in good circum-
stances, and therefore not obliged to
sell. Many had bought bonds at a
heavy discount to use the coupons in the
payment of their taxes. For this pur-
pose the coupons wereas good as money.
There was no reason, therefore, why
persons who were thus perfectly certain
of receiving interest on their bonds at
the rate of 6 per cent, should willingly
exchange them for bonds offering no
better security and bearing interest of
only 3 per cent, for ten years, and 4 and
5 per cent, thereafter.

Be this as it may, the McCulloch bill
is dead, and there is nopossibility of its
being revived.

The questions then arise, What are
we to do? Are we to let matteis stand
as they now are? If not, what are we
to do to rid ourselves ofthe difficulty,
which is operating so disastrously on
all the great interests of the State ?

The public voice, from one end of the
country to the other, demands that
some prompt and efficientaction shall
be taken on the subject; and the inqui-
ry is narrowed down to what that some-
thing shall be.

Is there, then, any practical solution
of this knotty problem which, while it
will save thecharacter ofthe State from
the disgrace of repudiation, and do full
justice to the creditorsof all classes by
placing all on an equal footing and
securing payment in full to all, will ef-
fect these great objects, without the
agency of a "syndicate " with the full
and free assent of all parties, and with-
out imposing oppressive burthens on
the people?
I believe that the timehas now come,

or is nearat hand, when this end can
be accomplished.

Heretofore no measure of the kind
which I propose could be carried into
effect because two things, neither of
which then existed, wereessential to
its success. The first was the efflux of
ten years of time from the Ist day of
July, 1871; and the second a gener-

#l improvement in the financial condi-
tion of the country. Both are now at
hand. Some of your readers may be
disposed to inquire what has the efflux
of time and the advent of the Ist of Ju-
ly, 1881, to do with the subject? A lit-
tle considerationof a fact which seems
altogether to have escaped public notice
will show that it has a great deal to do
with it.
If your readers will turn to the Code

of 1873, page 400, they will find that by
section 3of the funding bill of 1871 it is
provided that the "consol" bonds, with
interest-bearing, coupons, are all re-
quiredto bear date of Ist of July, 1871,
and that they are to become due and
payable in thirty-four years from that
date, but are redeemableat the pleasure
of the State after TEN YEARS from
that date. In other words, these
bonds are not, as generally supposed,
thirty-four year bonds, but 10 34 bonds,
which the State may, if it choses, re-
deem on the Ist of July, 1881, or at any
time thereafter, without any violation
of the letter or spirit of her contract.

This is a most important fact, and yet
in all the discussions which have taken
place in regard to these "odious consol"bonds, in the Legislature, in the press,and in discussions before the people, I
have not observed the slightest allusion
to it. In my opinion, if our people can
be induced to act together, discardingall mere party considerationsand look-
ing only to the welfare of the country,
it opens the doorto an honorable,satis
factory, and practicable settlement of
our difficultieswithout entailing serious
burthens on the tax-payers.

Let us now consider the mode in
which it can be effected.
It is obvious that if the State can re-

establish her credit on a sufficiently
firm basis to be able to "flaat" a debt of
thirty millions of nontaxable 4 per
cent, bonds, the whole matter could be
settled at once, as she would have the
meansofpayiug off all her present ob-
ligations, including her 6 per cent,
"consol" bonds which, as I have shown,
she has, according to the terms of the
bonds themselves, the unquestionable
right to redeem on and after the Ist of
July, 1881. But it is equally clear that
it will not.benecessaay to "float" a loan
to the full extent of thirty millions of
dollars. The holders of the chases ofbonds known as the "peelers," and the
remnant of old unfunded bonds, which
together amount to about ten millions,
will gladly accept non taxable bopds of
the new issue in exchange for their old
bonds, as they would be large gainersby the operation, and partial, though
somewhat tardy,reparation would there
by be made tothem forthe wrong which
they have been compelled to endure.?
This would dispose of those two classes
of bonds in an equitable manner, and
would leave only the twenty millions of
"consol"bonds to be adjusted. I think
it more than probable that many of theholdersof these bonds, in order to avoidfuture controversy and uncertainty, and
to save the commissions to brokers and
(Jelays incident to the sale of coupons,
would be willing to make a similar ex-
change of tax-receivable
ofthe new issue. If so, that would re-
duce the amount of the bonds to be
"floated," to the extent that the ex
change could be effected. But assum-
ing, for the sake of argument, that I am
wrong in this expectation, there would
be but twenty millionsot the new bonds
to be sold with the view of redeeming

. the "consol" bonds.
Is this practicable? We have seen

that the House ofRepresentatives, by a
large majority, have within a few days,
after full debate, passed a bill for float-
ing a loan of $650,000,000 of 3 per cent,
bonds with a view to the application of
the proceeds to the redemption of the 6
and 5 per cent, bonds now outstanding.It is true that some members insisted
that the rate of interest should be in-
creased to 3J per cent, but the large ma
jority favored 3 per cent.

Now, if the United States can readily

borrow money at 3 per cent, is it unrea-
sonable to presume that Virginia, for a
similar object, could borrow $20,000,000on long bonds bearing 4 per cent. ? Ifshe cannot it is because by our vacillat-
ing policy we have impaired our credit
by dragging our State finances into the
arena ofFederal politics. But Ido notbelieve that the world has yet lost faith
in the honor and integrity of Virginia.It appreciates the difficulties by which
we havebeen surrounded, caused by thedevastationof the war and the uncer-tainties incident to our transition fromthecondition of a military districtinto
that of a free and equal member of the
bright galaxy of States. It is apparent
to all men that Virginia is nowstandingon firm ground, and that she is about
entering on a new career of unprece-dented prosperity. Pennsylvania,Ma
ryland, Illinois, and other States have,
in other days, and from causes of less
magnitude, been compelled to make de-
fault and seek indulgence from their
creditors; but all that has pissed away,and their credit is nowfirmly reestab-
lished. So it will be with Virginia.?
bhe Das onlyto show her purpose to ful-
fil her obligations with honesty and fi-
delity, and a helping haud will soon be
extended to her. The present disorgan-
ized condition of her finances is an ob-
stacle to the advanceof the general wel-
fare of the country, as well as a hin-
drance to her own growth and prosperi-
ty. The people of otiher States will,therefore, have an interest in aiding her
in the restoration of her credit.

But to accomplish the great purpose
which we have in view it is indispen-
sable that we shall be a united people-
that we shall lift the debt question out
of the arena of politics, with which it
has no legitimate connection, and treat
it as a business matter, which vitally af-
fects the interests and welfare of all men
of all parties.

Can this be done? Why not? Is the
spirit of patriotism dead in our State?
Do the majority of our people believe
that the interests ofthe Commonwealth
should be held subordinateto contest of
parties? I cannot think so.

How is this union of the people of
Virginia with reference to this issue to
be accomplished ? The mode which has
suggested itself to mind is this: Let
the leading representative men of theRepublican and Conservative parties
meet together in Bichmond at an earlyday and confer, and agree to bold a joint
convention of the two parties to take
this spacific question into consideration
as one which belongs to neither party,
but affects equally the whole people. I
cannot permit myself to doubt that men
like W. C. Wickham, Franklin Steams,
Judge Rives, Judge Hughes, Mr. Jor-
genson. Dr. G. X Gilmer, and other
Republicans of that class, who really
have the best interests of the State at
heart, would cheerfully unite with gen-
tlemen of a similar class belonging to
the -Conservativeparty to call a joint
convention ofthe two parties to consid-
er and dispose of this question finally.
Both parties could then unite in per-
fecting a plan upon some such basis as
I have proposed, and mutually pledge
themselves to support no man for the
General Assembly or any other high of-
fice under the State government who
would not bind himself to carry it into
effect. The concurrence ofboth parties,
and their joint pledge of united action
on this question, would at once inspire
confidence and reestablish the credit of
the State to such a degree as to enable
her to retire her twenty millions of
"consol" bonds.
If it be asked, What security should

be offered for the punctual payment of
ihe interest and ultimate redemption of
the principal ? I answer, I would offer
the pledge of the faith of the State, giv-
en by the representatives of both the
great parties which compose the State;
and if a moresubstantial guarantee wererequired I would add either thereceiva-
bility of the coupons in taxes or do as
the United States has often done, and
as every great nation of Europe has
from time to time been obliged to do,
pledge some sufficient brancn of our
State revenue?the land-tax, for exam-
ple?as collateral security. I well re-
member that in 1841 the Treasury of the
United States was empty, and her cred-
it was then so low that she was obliged
to pledge the revenues derived from the
sale of the public lands as security for a
loan of five millions of dollars! Such
pledges are not new in our history, and
they have been common in England,
France, and other countries in Europe.

With such pledges, who can doubt
that the-twenty millions could readily
be raised, and all our "consol" bonds be
retired and equality be restored to all
our bonds, and full justice be done to all
our creditors?
If it be asked, Would not this be

burthensome to our people? I answer
unhesitatingly that it would not add a
a dollar to our present aggregate of tax-
ation. There are now about $1,200,000
per annum of tax-receivable coupons
always at the Treasury door ready to
intercept the revenue as it flows from
the pockets of the people. By the
scheme which I propose these coupons
would be stricken out of existence, and
in lieu of them $1,200,000 of money
would flow into the Treasury to pay the
interest on the whole, instead of two
thirds, of our indebtedness. Thus,
without a dollar's increase of taxation,
we would be able to reestablish our cre-
dit, do full justice to all our creditors, and
escape the odium and danger which
must follow anything that would even
savor of repudiation.

In conclusion, I deem it proper to add
that I am not interested, either directly
cr indirectly, to the extentof one dollar
in State bonds of any class or descrip-
tion, and so far as Tkuow there is no
member of my family who has any such
interest. Nor am I controlled in what
I have written by any considerationsoi
a partisan nature, for having passed the
allotted span of human life I feel that I
now stand far above and beyond the
influence of all motives of that charac-
ter.

Very respectfully yours, &c,
Alexander H. H. Stuart.
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That Brown Dress.
"I think it's about time I had a new

dress," said Mrs. Torrey to herhusband
one day, when he was counting over
the money he had just brought from
town, where he had sold a load of
wheat. "Suppose you give me one of
those new bills, John, next time you go
to town, and let me go with you." The
coaxing smile she gave him failed to
have its desired effect, however.

"A new dress!" exclaimed Mr. Tor-
rey, evidently as much surprised as he
bad ever been in his life. "Why,
Sarah, I thought you had plenty of
good clothes. I don't see what you can
be thinking of when you plan to spend
money these hard times, on new dresses,
when you have more now than you
know what to do with,"
"I don'tknow what you're thinking

of when you say that," answered Mrs.
Torrey. I have had just two calico
dresses is a year. I bave the enormous
number of six dresses, at present, in dif-
ferent stages of wear. One calico is
quite good. The calicoes are half worn
out. That old brown dress has done
duty for two years as my good dress,
and this one"?holding up a frayed
sleeve for his inspection?"shows for
itself. I've mended it until there's
nothing left to mend it with, and it
won't hold together much longer."

"Well, that's only five," said Mr.
Torrey.

"The sixth happens to be a lawn,
which would scarcely be appropriate
for winter wear," answered his wife.
"I've worn that brown dress so long
that I hate the sight of it. No matter
where I go, that has to go, too. I don't

- believe the neighbors would know mei if they saw me away from home with
) anything else on."

f "I'm sure I shouldn't care for the
- opinion of the neighbors," answered
t her husband, loftily. "Ialwaysthought

; you looked extremely well with that
; dress on. It's warm and comfortable,
i isn't it?"

"Yes, and so is a blanket," answered
i Mrs. Torrey.
i . "I don't approve of the practice so.prevalent among some- of the farmers'
wives, nowadays, of buying a new
dress every time they take a notion into
their heads that they'd like one," said

; Mr. Torrey, very impressively, "We've
1 got to economizeif weeverexpect to get
out of the present financial difficulties.If we all bought needless things, the
cou'ntry'd soon be bankrupt. I don't
suppose you understand it Sarah ; but
it's extravagance tbat has made tbe
hard times." And Mr. Torrey tried to>
look as wise as a professor of political
economy.

"Not extravagance on my part," re-
sponded his wife, who was not muchImpressed with his arguments. "I
want a new drees because I need one
and there is no extravagance about it.
I have earned one, I think; but ifyou
don't think so, you had better keep the
money."

Mrs. Torrey's temper was up. When-
ever her husband was in one of his ex-
tra economical moods, be neverfailed to
rouse her spirit. She knew that she
was a careful, prudent woman, and she
felt that a new dress?and half a dozen
new dresses, for that matter?bad been
fully paid for by her economy in little
things during the year.

But if he begrudged her the money
why, she'd go without, if she had to
stay at home all winter. She wouldn't
coax him for what rightfully belonged
to her. If his sense of justice wasn't
strong enough to prompt him to do the
fair thing, she'd fall back on the old
brown dress, and make that do for
another season."
"I don't see much force in your argu-

ment," said Mr. Torrey. "If I had six
suits of clothes, or even three, I'd be
more than satisfied."

He folded up the money as if that
decided the matter, and put it back in
the pocketbook.

#***#\u25a0*?#

"You poor old brown thing!" Mrs.
Torrey said, next day when she was
airing the closit where she kept her
clothes, "you've got to be'Sunday best,
for another winter, and she held up
the dress to the light and inspected it
closely.

The folds were faded a good deal, the
trimming was out of date, and it had a
kind of genteel-poverty look about it
generally.
"I know what I'll do," she said, with

a twinkle in her eyes. "I'll wear it
everywhere, and I'll go out'every time
I can, and I'll make him as sick of it as
I am. Last winter I wore that old
gray delaine part of tbe time, but since
that departed this life I'll have to make
this do double duty."

Next Sunday she came down arrayed
for church in the brown dress.

"I'm sure that looks well enough for
anybody," her husband said. "Ifyou%lways have as good clothes you won't
have any cause for complaint."

Mrs. Torrey frowned, and then she
smiled.

Half the farmers' wives at church had
on neat new dresses, and her brown
one looked more dingy than ever beside
them. Somehow, the contrast between
her appearance and tbat of her neigh-
bors struck Mr. Torrey quite forcibly,
but he was sure it wasn'ton account of
her dress. That was good enough for
anybody."

Mrs. Perkins had a quilting Wednes-
day afternoon, and the men wereinvit-
ed to tea. Clad in her brown dress,
Mrs. Torrey made herself very conspi-
cuous among tbe other ladies during
the evening. The contrast, between
their pretty garments and her
considerably to her disadvantage, and
her husband did not fail to notice it;
but?

"I'll warrant their dresses cost five
or ten dollars apiece, and I can't afford
that," he thought, and tried to forget
that there were such things as dresses
in the world.

The next Sunday the brown dress
went to church again, and twice during
the week it was on duty.

Mr. Torrey began to get tired of
brown, but he wouldn't say so.

He stood it for a month. During that
time the inevitable garment was worn
no less than ten times. It was at Mrs.
Baxter's sociable that Mr. Torrey capit-
ulated, and tbat Was the last time the
brown dress made its appearance in
public. He was sitting iv a corner, be-
hind two ladies, when oneof them made
thi remark to the other :

"Mrs. Torrey is a nice-looking wo-
man, I think.''

"Yes," was the reply: "and she'd
look ever so much better if she could
dress as other folks do. To my certain
knowledge, this is the third season
she's worn that brown dress."

Mr. Torrey felt very uncomfortable.
"What makes her stick to it as she

does ?" asked the other lady. "You
know I've only been in the neighbor-
hood six weeks, but I'venever seen her
in any other dress, and I've met her a
good many times, too."

Mr. Torrey began to perspire freely.
"It's tbe only dress she has that's fit

to wear awayfrom borne in the winter,"
was the reply."

"Is her husband poor?" asked the
other.

"On, no ; only economical," was the
answer, with a little laugh that made
Mr. Torrey tingle to the tips of his toes.
"I suppose he's worth as much as most

of the farmers in the neighborhood."
"And she hasn't anything better to

wear than that ?" exclaimed the other
lady, indignantly. "If Mr. Torrey
were my husband, and obliged me to
wear one dress three years, I'd?"

Mr. Torrey didn't stop to hear the
sentence finished. He never knew
whether the ladies knew who the man
was that made such an undignified dash
for the side-door or not, but he has
never met them since without getting
uncomfortably warm.

"See here, Sarah, I want to make a
bargain with you," he said, next morn-
ing, looking very foolish and red in the
face, "I'll give you fifteen dollars if
you'll promise neverto wear that brown
dress away from home again."

"Why!" exclaimed Mrs. Torrey,
with a twinkle of triumph in her eye.
"I hope your haven't got tired of it?
I'm sure it's good enough for anybody."

"Is it a bargain?" asked her hus-
band, holding up the money.

"Yes," answered she; and then her
lord and master beat a nasty retreat to
the barn, where he happened to re-
member some work needed doing very
much.

The next Sunday when Mrs. Torrey
walked up the isle at church, her hus-
band was really proud of her. Her new
black dress fitted beautifully, and thesacque she wore was as neat as any in
the house. And the pretty bonnet, with
scarlet roses, that she had fashioned at
home to wear with her new garments,
made her look five years younger than
she had done in the old hat she had
worn with the brown dress.

"You don't say you got that dreea
and this sacque arrangement, and thisbonnet, for that money?" he asked,when they were going home.

"Yes, I did," she answered. "I savedconsiderable by making them myself,
and part of theribbons and fringe I had
before. I do believe I like this suit
better than the brown dress."

"Hang the brown dress!" exclaimedMr. Torrey ; "I hope you'll nevermen-
tion it again."


