Clerk, _ 10 | \

ARKANSAS in the certificates of clection of Iunm-li_:md rul_lt-uj;m's.

2 3 ok that they should be sduitted to cquil rights with vther

E Edward ( rw & lm-mln'r's. none of whom would lave higher preten-
i sions, on this floor.

W'm. B. Cartrr,

) e

3« Joseph L. Williams.

4 “ Julius W. Blackwell, ;
6 Hopkins L. Turney, 3
- Wm. B. Compbell,

7 A% John Bell,

= Sk Meredith P'. Gentrin

HI L Harvey M. Watersail,
10 w  Auron V. Brown, :
11 L Cave Johuson,
12 “ Jubhn W f’r«x}.‘rﬂ"" ;
(B " Christopher H. Williems.

KREMTUVORY.
1 District, Linn Boyd, »

Plhilip Triplett,

hd as
T Joseph Undrricood,

4 " Sherrod Welliams,

o " Siman W, Anderson, I
6t L Willis Green, ;
) . John Pope,

b L Wiltéam J. Giraces, 0
0 b Sl White,
10 . Kichard Hawes,
11 “w L. W Andreiwes,
32 w“ Gnrret Daris,
13 - William C. Butler.

onio.

1 District, Alexander Duncan,

2 “ John B. Weller,

R X Patrick (i. (icode,

4 kL Thoamas Cerrin,

o i William Doane,

b " Calrery Morris,

7 . Williwm Boad,

! B Joseph Rudgewray,

4 - William Medill,

10 L sumson Mason,

11 L Isaac Parish,

12 “ Jonuthan Taylor,

1 b D. I. Leadbetter,

14 “ George Sweeny,

15 b John W. Adllen,

W6 v Joshua R Giddings,

17+ John Hastings,

1= w“ D. A. Starkweather,

19 L Henry Swearingen.

MICHIGAN.

Isauc E. Crary.
INDIANA.
Georwe H. Profit,

1 Distriet, .
: John Davis,

(1) s
M “ Johin Carr,
4 kA Thomas Smith,

) W Jumes Rervden,
Wi, W. Wiek,

ll AL
iy " T. A. Howard.

ILLINULS.

1 District, John Reynolds,

2 i Zadok Casey,
3 i Juhn T. Stuart, [¢.] s A) .
{e.] Mr. Stuart has the Governor's certificate of his

clection, and Stephen E. Douglass, Democrat, hins &

majority of the votes of the people of the District.
KECAPITULATION.

Democrats t'cni.:r.uéium Contested.  Vacancy.

Muine, (1]
Now Hampshire, 5 0
Vermont, 2 3
Connecticut, 6
Massachusetts, 2 4 1
Rhode Island, 0
New York, 14 Y
New Jersey, U 5
P'ennsylvania, 17 1
Duelaware, 1
Maryland, o
Virginia, (B
North Careling, ~
South Carolina, 8
Georgia, 0
Alabama, 3
Loutsinna, 0
Mississippi, 9
Arkansas, 1
Tennessee, t
Missouri, 2
Jlinois, 2 1
Indiana, )
Kentueky, 2
Oliio, 11 )
Michigan, 1 (]
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Conf: IN SENATE.
onformably w i £ itation, the Senate con-
vened this day, Mr. King, ®resdent pro tem. in the
chair. The eredentinls of Mr. Tappeesy o1 D00, o
White, of Indiann, and Mr. Betts, of Connecticnt,
having been duly presented and l'l‘ild.' they were seve-
rully qualified and took theis SCats. lhere were pre-
SENnt—
From
From
From
From
From
From
From
From
From
From
From
From
From
From
From
From
From
From
Fromn
From

Maine, Massrs. Rugerles and Williamns.
New Hampshire, Messrs. Hubbard and Pierce.
Mussachusetts, Mr. Davis.

Rhode Island, Mr. Knight.

Connecticut, Mr. Betts.

New York, Mr. Wright.

New Jersey, Messrs. Sonthard and Wall.
Pennsylvania, Mr. Buchanan.

Delaware, Mr. Clayton.

Virgima, Mr. Roane.

North Carolina, Mr. Brown.

South Carolina, Mr. Calhoun.

Georgin, Mr. Lumpkin.

Kentueky, Messrs., Clay and Crittenden.
Tennessee, Mr. White.

Ohin, Messrs. Allen and Tappun.
Indiann, Messrs, Smith and White,
Mississippi, Mr. Walker.

[llinois, Messrs. Robinson and Young.
Alabama, Messrs. Clay and King.

From Missouri, Messrs, Benton and Linn.

From Arkuensas, Mr. Fulton.

From Michigan, Mr. Norvell.

On motion of Mr. Walker, the Seerctary of the Sen-
ate was directed 1o acquaint the Honge of Representa-
t v s that the Senate has formed a quorum, and is ready
to proceed to husiness. 1

On motion, a committee was appointed, (by the
Chair,) consisting of Mr. Wright and Mr. Allen’on the
part of the Senate, to join such committee as may be
appointed by the House of Representatives, to wait on
the President of the United States and inform him that
quortins of both Houses had assembled, and that they
were ready to receive any communication he might be
pleased to make.

Mr. Benton then gave notice that he would. on to-
morrow introduee a bill for the summary recovery and
colleetion of small notes in the Distriet of Columbia.

The Senate then adjourned.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

An unusnally full asseinblage of Members vlect of
the House of Representatives being convened in the
Hall, at twelve o'clock precisely, the Clerk of the
House at the last session, Hugh A. Garland, Esq. (who
continnes to be Clerk until another election is made 1o
that office,) rose at his desk, and said that, in conformi-
ty with the practice heretofore observed, he was now
ready, i’ 1t was the pleasure of the House, to eall & List
which he had formed of members elect of the House off
Representatives for the twenty-sixth Congress, at this
ile first session,

No objections being iade, the Roll was commenced,
and the members from the several New Englund States,
and also those from the State of New York, having an-
swered to their names ax follows:

Maoine.—Nuthan Clitford, Albert Smith, Benjamin
Randall, George Evans, Virgil DD, Parris, Hugh Jj . An-
derson, Joshua A. Lowell, Thomnas Davee.

New Hawpshire —Charles (. Atherton, Jured W.
Williams, Tristam Shaw, Edmund Burke, Ira AL
Eastinan., .

Masgsachusetts —Abbot Lawrenee, Leverett Salton-
stull, Caleb Cushing, William Parmenter, Levi Lin-
coln, George N. Briggs, Willinm B. Callioun, William
3. Hastings, Henry Williams, John Reed, John Quin-
vy Adains, (One vacaney)

Rhode Island.—Joseph L. Tillinghast, Robert B
Cranston,

I Councetient.—Joseph Trumbull, William L. Storrs,
Thomas W, Willimms, Thomas B. Oshorne, Truman
Sunth, John H. Brockway.

Fermont.—Hiland Hall, William Slade, Horace Eve-
rett, John Snuth, Isaac Fletcher.

New York —Thos. B. Jackson, Jas. de la Montayne,
Ousden Hoflmun, Edward Curtis, Moses H. Grinnell,
James Monroe, Gouverneur Kemble, Charles Johnson,
Nathaniel Jones, Rufus Palen, Aaron Vanderpoel, Ino.
Ely. Hiram P. Hunt, Daniel . Barnard, Anson Brown,

‘whose nane stood next upen the roib)

and then deelared that he had in his i.muir-'
ficates in preeisely the same form favor of .
Ayerigg, J. . B, Muxwell, Thos. Jones Yorke, and

Jersey on the subject of Congres

until the evidence in fav

simply been that the law andd ibe testimony i

pricty of subpttingrall the
which related to
was contlicting testin
seats in the fands of the
side had beea read, let that on the other be read also.

not the slightest difference which was read first—since
all would douitless, sconer or later, e read; the order
was immaterial. ! _
law of New Jersey, in order thut it /
whitt sort of evidenee could be real, from either party,
in conformity with the law.
sider it more convenient that the o
once, in order to determine that point.

shonld be read: and i’ no flaw was Lo be found

v cleeted o Representative trom that St
Cries of “Read ! read U7 - Eh
The Clerk thereupon read Mr. Halsted's certdieate,

other corti-

of Julin B.

‘harles C. Stratton. . :
Mr. Mercer moved fov the reading of the law
stomal elee

aft New

Mr. Cave Johnson ohjeeted o hay

he seats had first been read,

Mr. Mercer said that the objeet of lis motion il

night be presented together. :
Mr. Cave Jolnson insisted that all the evidenee on
woth sides should tiest e heard: after which lie hadd no
shjections to the readugs of l[w hw,.

Mr. Vanderpoel, of New York, also urged the pro-
fitets fiest, and then the law
the eose. He nderstood  that there
.stimony in relation to a right 1o these
o Clerk: the testimony onune

Mr. Tillinschast, of Rhode Island, said it would make

But the eall had been made for the
might be decided

He therefore should con-
law should be read at

Mr. Jewter of Maryland said he understood  the
Clerk to say, that he had received five ather eertificates
in the same Teem with that which had just been reud:
were there any anore than these six? It not, why did
he not eall the names of the ether eertificd members, as
he had that off 3r. Randolpli s ’

Mr. Rives of Vieginia reconmnended that this whaole
matter be laid upon the table untl a quoeram of the
Heouse should have been obiained: then there would be
a House which could do something: 6l then nothing
could be done, beeawss there was no House to do it—
He thought gentleineion both sides had better, at onee,
aequiesee i this course by rul consent. When
there was a Honee off Represc althonel it micht
not vet be regularly orgisnized, aquestion eould be put
and decided: now no guestion eould even be put.
Mr. Maxwell agnin spokes again insisting on an i
mediate decision on the rights of these who had pre-
sented regular eredentials to take their seats. g
The Clerk now said, that there were three distinet
propositions, on which the Honse was n-:;ql-slvd lo
vote: first, that the law of New Jersey, touehing _|-lv.v.
tions, be now read: seeondly, that the testunony o fa-
vor of the apposine elaimants be first reads and thirdly,
that the whale subject be, for the present, laid upon the
table.

Mr. Wise, Wl are to vote to lay it on the tablef—
Is there a quorum of wembers ealled:  1f not, are less
than a quorum to vote? I any question shall be put
before we huve a quorum of members whose seats are
not disputed, we shall get into endless contision.

The Clerk said, that ift he was permitted to reply, he
would state it as hig own judgment, that there was no
possible mode of deciding on the admission of claim-
ants to the remaining seats of the New Jersey delew-
tion until the calling of the roll should have been @one
through with. This eould be done only by general
consent, Y

Mr. Wise. Does that mean universal consent ? It
any one vhjeeted, conld it still be done? Were those
who elaimed seats to vote on that question?

The Clerk deelined deciding in the ease,

M. Mercer objeeted to the proposal of his colleague,
(Mr. Rives,) who seemed to desire that the House
should vote ta lay a subjecton the table before it was
ascertained whether there was aquorum present. He
had desired to have the law of New Jerscy read hefore
the remaining testimony in the lunds of the Clerk, but
he should not insist upon this: if gentlemen proferred ity
Lot all the testimony be first gone throngh with.

Mr. Rives explained.  He had not proposed that a
vote should be tuken, but that, by general consent, the
question in relation to these seats should for the pre-
sent be laid aside. e hoped that such wonld be the
dispusition of all present?  When the roll had been
eone throngh with, 1t would doubtless appenr that a
quorum was present. The House could then return to
this subjeet, take it up, hear the evidenee and the law,
and come to a eorrect decision.

Mr. HofTman, of New York, said that the proposition
was to procecd and compliete the calling of sthe roll.””
Of what toll © Who were members of the House *—
Who but such as leld the regular legal certificates of
their election by the People = Mr, H. asked the Clerk
Pl i PR R A b
not on the reralar legal evidenee of his election?—
Aud if the gen lemen froin New Jersey produaced the
same evidence, had they not the same rizht to their
seats 2 If, indeed, tere were two sets of eluimants,
and hoth produce the eertificates of the Governor, in
conformity with the Iaw of their State, then there
micht be oo to hesitate: otherwise, how could there
be: If the laws of New Jersey declared  that, to
entitle 2 man to act as itz Representative in Con-
gress, he must huve a certificate, signed by the Go-
vernor, that e had been duly eleeted, wonld the Clerk
dare to insert upon his roll the nune of woy mun
not bringing suel a certificate? Suppose aset of men
should get torether, and draw up depositions thnt Mr.
H. had not been duly eleeted by the People, would the
Clerk, on such depositions, dure to reject the commis-
sion Mr. H. presented to him in due form of law, and
refuse to place lis name upon the rollz He insisted on
the reading of the New Jersey law: they had no right,
on the threshold, o pass it over, and dis rd its pro-
visiong.  They had no right to setaside or pestpone e
claims of men presenting theiselves av the Represen-
tatives of a sovereign State, and bringing intheir lands
the legol proofs of their officiul characier and rights.

Mr. Halsted, of New Jereey, said that he demanded,
as the Representative of one of the sovereign States of
this Union, that his nime be cailed. The ouly resson
the Clerk had given for not calling it was, that there
were certnin other elabmants o the seats of thos:
whose names he had mentioned, but had not called
as on the roll of the House. Would the Clerk say
that uther persons had come to him with comissions
in their hands under the broad seal of the St
—that attestation which represented the sovereien-
ty of the State in its most solemnn form i—n form of
evidenee known to the usages of the State {rom the
earliest days of its political existence.  Would he say
that? 1f the Clerk would produce such certificates in
support of the other elaimants’ demand, Mr. H. wonld
then consent that the question should be pussed over as
||rnporu-d'. but he ecould not consent—morely beeause
certain gentlemen, howeser  personally ]'l"!i"li‘n"{lilll".
might suppose that they had valid evidenee of their
right to seuts, though that evidence was not according
to the lnws of New Jersey, or in confornity to any de-
cision of e House, or of any i'llrii.'mlu:lllnr\' -lm(lr
since the romotest sees of our Saxon ancestors—thal
one of the stars in the gulux:.‘ of vur national govereion-
ty should b stricken out winde lee amd iz colls _.l’n,;
stood reereant by, without LifYing theie voices in the as-
sertion of the rights of the State, and without insisting,
as it wus their bounden duty to do, that her eal should
be reeeived v even prima facie evidence of the rights
of her Representalives elaiming in her nnme. e was
entirely willing that any other gentlemen should be
received here willi the same conrtesy as limself and
his cullengues, provided they pl’-’-th;\‘l'll evidence in
conforinity with the aw—if they bronght in their hands
certificates duly signed by those publie funetionaries
whose CXpress und exelusive ri;_']ll. and duty it was 1o
certify the clection of Representatives,  But if they
produced no such evidenee, what right hod that House
to reject the  proot which was in eonformity with
? tion declared that the times, places,
i vlections should be preseribed in
wislature thegeol; and until Con-
arews took it into ther own hands to exanne gto the
regularity of sueh o eetions, the decisions of the State
authorities must of course be conclosive as to the ri
of those returned s elected. The House of Represen-
latives was the lml'\‘ body which had authority to de-
cide as to the qualifications of its own meniberss and Mr,
11.’s position was, that until suen o House was duly or-
ganized, certificates i the legal form were ta b To.
veived as prima fucie evidenee of membership.
could only be set aside by the Representatives
People of the United States in Congress assembl

Govermnent, shall, within five doys alter re
|
=
o
The Clerk then stated that he had a cortiticate of the |

Abraham McClellan, Governor of New Jersey declarme William Halsted | sholl determine the six persons w

o Lavee beens dus | mumber of votes from the whole St
tiv

seal of the State, to represent this &

a lvw of Parlimment pa
< reid | thee sheriff=are sitting

or off any otiwer clalmints o4t

1 the ease | eonfirmation o this stalement reern
by the Houge at the late special sves

aust deeide who were prima furie mem-
sving the | hers from w o dersey. What was the thh‘;'i ‘;'.R.' -
itatives?  Was it necessary that it should Tw or-

tering the | it was which

wgee. V. The Governor, or person sdmi

i:“.' |ll.".' the fuma hitforea l'r;’-‘_\' ‘_lilll.ﬂl"-;l. tu. he b}. him I ]'Il'!‘-" i e ol couhd ac It -i-\'l'hlu-li 19 hiitn not.—
ammaned for that purposs, and, alier casting up ‘?“‘:-‘5', Degisias) OO TFive genilemen on one sl
vhole mumibher of vates from e several eountws 1or| Wl was Lo urgnn e | T pilecpasatio e
saeh candidite, the said Govervorand 'nvy (fnllm-ll'l insist |_ tI}--‘v ""'"‘f vore Ilm rir_t;. n..‘..l: ”.‘ll s
ho have the greatest | others ingisted ax hanl on the other sl I: L they
for Representa- | must, and the others aast not. _As sovncas ther was
Six e the | n quorum, there wus i body which was pro hoe rece
s persens the | o q 1, S e TG e
v under the great | House of Representatives, and they were cntith t’!.‘! 1
: = * : ] A
e in the House of | der the Constitution, o setthe tie apestion. They
3 [ eould ns well do this as they could eleet a :’«p--:-L:'r‘.-
| ! i 3 =
Clerk is bound to | The Constitution declaged that sthe Thoise ol (i
chould eleet a Speakers™ then they

< in Congress frmn this State, w
Governor shall forthwith eomms

-
Representatives of the United St
W hiring such commissien, and the Cle } it ot
wweive it us prima facie evidenee of our right tosithere. | presentauives S ‘ . i AR N
Em‘h in !l:l-fl.'m' I{F Parliament.  Mr. o here quoted | were s House hefore they vleetid -lI :-“p-ll:l::- fl ;l|l|l.-‘t :1:
d i the Trhoamd Sthoyvears of | before they were nr;_r:m!?ml, He therelo ea T
nee that members returned by e whele, tothe l.'u_nrllmn-n. thint ns there u!.u- nu. .J‘l_-:_\
nbers watil Parliment, on pe- |ty deeilde this queHion, and no I':"I".,I'l‘ |-!|1I 1 ;".‘IEI:: _-.I :|;I.I
tion, =hull judge their el n to have been illegal.— | 1o, il !Iu-r--l Wit .:t fl"" . Ir lhlol' ‘} _|-‘rn e vized 1o 1
He that the same prineiple had been settled by the the rv.-|hlrue-':hulll'v. B .||uII:-'-lI"-- it ::....1,'.,,
Honse of Representatives over and over aguin amdd in Mr Mercersaid I hada proposity
o 1o the decision | {31r. Biddle elaimed the floer, v, as e thot, *
jon in the case of | rison firsty i the Clerk having no anthority ledeeide,
Caad there being no eales of erder togheende by, Mr I3,
e winy o and Me, M. proveeded. | 2
My, Mepeer sabild the geatleman froon Vermont had

Woilliam and _\l:lr:l'. i

Loy =1thiunit.
i loe thousht,

Myessrs, Claiborne sl Gholson,  He also tlll:lln'i|.llllll'll:
prevedents tram the  Cases of Disputed I‘.l-'rlill- -'.”_
i all |

awee 156G, 724, and 72, There was no case : : i
{,j':‘l'ﬂ]'l-l:lh;:. ',,|' 1}.:-Illlllit\:m— where a regular lewal com- asked whnt use Ihl’ll’lt'"_i'lm lue 1n |']\':|I||'ll'_' I]{mllniri:. W Il-lnrl
mission had been rejeeted before this House was or- | thede wis nehondy to whe upan Ilh.'llll. b Iu_ g
ganized.  And this was aecording to all law every themman Diady i greiet pe m..‘-“.T“l.lntl- 1111-. -;\.‘Iu..r..
whe Nothing  was better cotthed than that the winment. 1ie bl mmintained, .nlnlu1 .t”'::' .-v‘l‘:.-r- |..|1‘
deci of o reenlar tribunal appointed by B - must be a Huonse hefore there conld be Spraker; o

i Shmply from the necessity ol the ease. e

n
o decide such natters, must, when the same gues. why: J . ol : :
:hm cume up hetore any other tribunal, nnl:-sls n thi n:un.-.lu-nl't-s:ur.\' :-,\l_srml |Il:'r‘l",: "!_In-.- ftllfl!rt"l:l:;n‘-‘ I::I-I-l
cases o appenl, be reeeived and admitted as zes adjudi- | vd the Clerk to _II ':tfl'——i\lbhuit‘. : e 'l_ulm‘ -“mH.-._
et wecording to the maxim, res mijudicata pro veri- Congress decide who are the neil rI St 4h ke
tete Gecipilur. He therefore imsisted that in I|u.~'lu.'|- ) The Clerk .lu lll:{lzl- any portion o I'f'l‘ |.m l:l. .n g
the laws of New Jersey, and the publie officers o that | whom I_w chose first toeall 2 Hanse of Represen .l!; o
Sinte as well as the eommissioned members, the names | And this to b liunl: by one wh_u was sl cane .l.-

of el memhers ought to e placed upon the roll. 10 fior the sufienses of this Honse?  As soon s e IIEI.']I{ e
other sentlemen chuimed the seat, and could prove their | ed 122, were they then to decide on the rl-,{htv.‘lnt 1.1 l-u‘
right to it let them proeced regnlarly by petition. Lot rest? Surely nol, Neeessity rt-qu_'r--ll that !IuL -1;‘; ml{;
them show, ifthey could, that the Governor hadl done | admit those who presented valid en dentinls 2 ‘r. M.
wrong in granting sueh eertificates: when that question lad asketl to hiave the law read: \'.'11-"" tli'nt |I.I-‘-\ “n.?
cime up, Mr. 1 trusted he shoald be able to show that | henrd, the case was as Ao asever el been _]lrrr |
the Governor hal done right.  He appealed in the sented o that Hovses M M then s istedd on the rich
meanwhile to all honorable and  Digh-minded  State | of eacli State to pre e its own gode of condusting
A Sate wuthority | and of cortit

S sy
rights men, not to let the regwlar acts vl <, i ddented that the S

own lips provee that this wan his own construetion of It =a rr-m:lrk:lhlv‘lhin:!' et 4t you will look l_hruu_,__rh
the matters  The Clerk had looked round and hiad asked | the law, veu will gind I_!l:,t there s not a ’f"":l" funetion
whether it was the pl-‘:u-'nr-'l-i'llw House that heshould [ which the Sceretiry of State has to perfor, I do not
oy wo andl oz and, moso doing, e e knowledered | Snow that he has even the costody o { the papers. By
that this was, tor soipe purpose, @ he —swhieh body e e B, it will be ronne 1t the Governor
wis autherized tomstenet T He had been pernts 3ol New Jorsey, en the reterens beane nuade 6 b, is te
v trend! the roll. He il deeided that the crede svmean the Cognell The person who has the custo.
oft the members e the State off Massuehusetts were by of the papers bilongone to the Council is the person
i due Forme he had invested those b s witly the | whio has th e of all ‘I s, amd | take it for
budwe ol olfiee, apd e had sad that they were mems | araoted, the vy that they are now i the pussession
bers, Why had he dowe this He bud examened Lo the Governor and Counet), oroi thei elerk, i they
therr eredentials and the Lews bearing  upon them, Hiave ane 1 there any thing troin the Clerk 10 the
lyaned ek thiant thosae ere-

Couneils Noo
dentials wore coufirmable o the Dl mer this b This queston heeones a very serots ones beeiuse, as
show that e eonsidered this to be bisduty in the first lindientod at the outset of my renarks, the doings of
instanee: He (Mr. By eontended that the Clerk, where this day are, more o7 less, toserve as o diteetion to those
there was a case which satisfied his own Judetent, was

vl eome atter us—and 1say that this is the first time
Bl to aetupen it amd that if, o= @ man of hobor

that any Clerk i the Conaress of the United States
e truthy thee Clerk Tz no donbt which setoferodes | las ever challeneed the prineiple that, andee the Con.
tinls conforn tothe Law of the State, he wis howml tof=bitubon of the i Suates, the man who lilds the
s of the wentlemen ! peturn is o a1 have looked throush the
whose ercdentials did so confi e had i b s of Mocee gnd Leteher. [t
churged that duty with respeet to oiher=; why then o inenibers, and
sheink feom it nows  Why not do with the members nthemi formerly Speaker of
e New Jersey as be fad done metiee case ol e tive Gavernor of the State of
1 5 sivemed T Liin I.\'l-’ it farward pn--.-m;‘---ﬁ T
coathd b vmgposcd vel o lusively wod teanmph.
oo hichund or bevond the return
vourd the authorty which comes to yon
teom the State. Those who aegued on the same side
off the question taok the sooe oround. What did the
opponents dos Dl they question tas principhe, thes
wrgn vordadiie |1{‘|II| f.]l" for sueh it is ing Governpent
ooz, w el esssists of iedependent Btates, caclien
titdoal toaet exeliusively and canelusively natil Congress
|"‘h=” have pover tooact Thne uppenents thoa man
sples all that was contended for was,
e wias i conformity with the law
wl i uther
i<, e who
e, there.
Jon, S0 dar as we know
al presen |;um']_\', ;5-'1515- et (8 -11'1»';:11. =
Py tine State of New Jer I their seats are Lable
Lo Le vontested, we kuow how tied = o0 be done ae.
cordime to the Lew o the United States. In the mean

E

a= it wiks lis l!ll.l_\ 1oy nilr, and L

e Lo Phies ”ul:-‘p the i

'|Fn‘;ni_. ili:v; forisamtn 1)
| was theern
oy olin
tins Ho
T
uf lis nprian
antly that yeu «

|'llI|HlJ.::'-w,||ll'-"—}"'

v

rt

peinbers from Massaelnsentss
1) s b e oo Lhe pladieat daties t
“]‘l':l alpan 1
Did the credentials of th members fron New Jeray
vonntorin 1o the law of that State 1, i e o et
Ui Clerlsy they did not—ir" a doubt e sisted whieh Tl
complied with the requisitions of the lse—il his puda-
went was at faalt, the matter was to e foreed Lo the
House, ond the Honse might pass upon it Or il the
Clerk made o deeision which was ereoneotts, or slleged
1o b son, then adso there was an :‘lujn».n! to the Lhons
It was His Tlonse, or this body, (by whatevernaiee i
whose wdvice tiee Clerk minst ask: hut
hee wns ealled upon iy nsagee toooxer-
winent in the Jrre s s, annely et
1 wonbl le fron that pudganent. I'hiis
Lody  possessed the sae i which their fathers
possessed when they threw the Biitish  yoke,
vounder the necessiiy of taking some ew fimin
ol orrzalion The wius, m e first  anstanes,
wis thrown upen the Judinment and conseienes of the

aerecd to the rrit
wihether th
ol Kentieky—one sude saving it was,
thiat o was aot—hut hoth o
Ladd 1t was enlithed 1ol
tore, new anldy To o

“teleey @n

Clerk.  Unon that best jadament he wis bound toaets Hime, however, the centbasen shoulid take their seats,
and, iy tiine was wron e, there sas an appeal. 1 lave wopiehit =0 teodos That, then, whieh apoears

nyr
Le wantonly set agide.  Were it their nwn ease, wonld | tary of State of New Jersey had any rizht l_"' conmiin
they not wallantly stand up for the anthority of tieir | eate with this Honse o of that Stare. Vhat
States! g | belonged to the Governor. The gn‘luln-lmvll_|||I-r|' pro-
As to the other testimony to which the Clerk had al- | sent had the right to make a ru‘II ol prima fucie mem-
Juded, Mr. 11, understood it to consist of a certiticate [hers? Who had eobibed them ol that right: The Clerk
obtained from the Scerctary of State of New Jersey, of the Honse?  Was hie to go contrary to the reeords of
1 It was a monstrous ulea, Suppose e

ander the seal of his office, not under the broad seal of | the State '
the State, in favor of the other eandulates. But e Seatshonld  choose to eall  those  members unly  who
restiial North oof the Potomae: wonld  they Ine the

erotury of State was not the reporting or certitying ol | ’ > Ji4 h
fieor Enown to the law: he lid no legal authority to) House of Representatives of the United St
give such a certificate: it wus, in reality, no ceptfieats | Surely not. I the Huuse were as powerless o3
at all. Besides, it did not pretend to state any official | gentleman from Vermonl seemed 10 suppose, be saw
returns of the election, but euly the personul undes- | not where the m;u‘h-: wis 1o end; 1Ihv\' nirht never et
standing of that officer asto the weneral pesult. A cer-bany House at all. But not neees them power.
tifving officer could only lemally certify ta recordsi he | Mreo M. here referred 10 the ea; shorne awd Ghol-
hird o authority to eertity what might be his own per- | son and the overwhelming vote by wineh he hind been
sonal u]l;llil*llﬁ:-lllltl even'if this Secretary of State woere | put down i an atiempt to set aside their cortifieates on
the authorized officer (o eertity cleetion returns, the the ground of an anconstitutional clections tue Huuse
certificate he had given was wot i the usaal forine— had msisted on the validity of their ceriineates, (thoneh
Mr. H., however, hud no objeetion that his certifiente, | these had been et st home, und their own aveonent
sueh as it was, should be rewd. | Wais _lm‘vi\‘m{ as provl) GIII:I tiey had aceordingly been
Mr. Tillinghast, of Rhade Island, said that the gen- |r admitied to ‘I""r_""“:“ on ll:'.r \‘-"".k"““\'."_i‘:"-;"' u!"'“ bty
tleman from New Jersey who had just taken his seat, | BV presented by the gentles lfru;u i 'I“- '({1« ‘l\ i
had openly claimed to have his name ealled in the Ist] implored the House not o say ‘!Wl x‘.l' o : _'-“I
of Representatives from that State. The gentleman ' power tocall gentleman i any _"fl‘ "r‘:'- -‘"_'*I- ';”‘
whose name had immediately preecded his had pre '"f"‘k" sneh a ”""5"_ a3 II"' Ifli'“::"‘l- : ""'il "'-'"'f f"'l_
sented a commission in precisely the same form, and i Congress =hould ever be redueed tiosuch o state ot
striet conformity to the laws of the State. The Cle k| things as that.

had then stated that he held five other eommissions i 1|u<i Mr. Johu=on, off Maryland, said that when e had
first risen to object awainst the Clerk’s ealling the

same identieal words, all signed by the Governor—the |

only reeular arman of communivation between the State {name of any other member, he hail done so from a
and this Honse—the only difference being that one of | desire at once to bring to the consideration of the gen-
them contained the name of Mr. Halsted, and the formner [ tlemen presont the embarrissient under which they
the name of Mr. Randolph.  Now, the Clerk had ae- | must necessarily be, when onee they departed from the
tually ealled the nann o Mr. Randolph on the strength | laws and the established usage which had charaeterized

1S
thi

of nothing else bt sach a ce tre, and nobody had | that Touse fi ation of the Government to
uttered an objection it Was it then, it very extra-| the present tinge. red them to discover al onee
ordinary thing that Mr. Halsted should now deinand to, how perfectly atsea they would be if the Clerk was suf-
have lus Ilﬁ.:l.l;' called alsofr  He eould not see an what | frred to aratify his own einient ot the expe ol the

The Clerk had - fixed custom of the House off Representativ Sinee

g:muul any ditterenee shonld be made
aeted as the temporary organ of the body ¢ . |
present, (a body met, not for the purpose ot settling ques-| casion to Took into the past course off Congr
tions, tot to revise cleehions, not te settle Lows:) and by fooed that it had been the immemorial
their universal consent he had, without a solitary sign | Clerk to eail ihe names of those who Ll eertificates of
of ohjeetion i any quarter, called the nume of Mr. Ran- returns liy the anthorily of the several States, s ex-
dolph as entitled to i seat. All agreed that he hed done | pres: by the laws of those States. e held in lns
rieht,  Mr. Halsted now eame forward and elaimed the | hand a eertificate from the Governor of’ his State—
sne privi When did the privilege of a mem- signed by the hand of the Governor, um]:-r the seal of
ber of Cimgress commence? Mr, Jeffirson, in that| the State—and under which eertificate of election he
chapter of lis Manual which treats on Privilege, had | (Mr. J.) presented himselt hepeo 11 the Honse were
stated that privilege from arrest commeneed from the | abont 1o depart from the usage which had, up to this
eloetion of a man 1o ke a member, thowsh he conld not | time, governed its organization, he at least, a5 a mem-
wet as such antil dely sworn: and then he proceeded to | ber representing a portion of the Peaple, felt bound, at
declare, i words to which Mr. T, called the solemn at- | onee, to deny the autherity of the House to proeced fur-
tention of all around him, that every man must, at his | ther; and, it it did =0, he, for one, would not recogn
perily take noties who were returned of record as duly | those procecdings. | admit, (eontimued Mr. J.,) bes
chosen.  All persons who were bound to do, or to | eanse the Constitation se declares, that this House can
abstain from deing any thing, in consequence of the | jndge of te returnsand qualifications of its own nicin-
clpetion, were bound at their peril to take notiee |[Lers. The House ean either exereise or usurp power,
WHA THEY weTe Wl W eetwewod af preprd Mp, T as it pleares Ttean, iF it pleases, abuse its power by
proceeded to observe that there were two distinet | the distronehi=cment of a porting of ite members, or
powers exercised in the matter wnder eensideration: | otherwise.  Allthat T have o say s, that T shall not be
one was the power to meke amd o declare an - elee- | instrumental in that abuse, nor will 1, iy amy voiee or
tion  of B._-pr;-;-»n?.‘xtn'r: liv_(_uns[rl'ns; and Iht‘lnilll-rg\'nh'. conntenunee of recognise it 160t a8 to be left
was to judge of the validity  of such eleetion.— | to the Clerk to sav whom he will or whom hie will not
These s were wholly dictinet Som sach other.— | tae as retnroed members, who can el whese the
The first power was to be exercised by the People nischief mightend:  Whole districis, probably a whole
and by certain public officers within a State; but Con- | State, might be throwi out of its represeatation. My
gress had passed no luw on the subjeet further than to| course is tfaken. [T the Clerk e to depart from the
require the States to eleet Representatives—all the rest yniform eourse of his predecessors, 1, for one, shall de.
had boen left exelusively to State legislation, and, un- | cline answering to my nume, and shall thus retuse to
der such ciremustanees, the lgws passed by any State Urecommse in him the aathorty to do that which T hee
were hinding o Congress and on all other pepsons.— | heve ©ie has so right te do. T very moment he steps
The seeond power was to he exercised by the House of | beyond his power, | for one, shall not recognise his
Represcntatives, when duly organized and anthorized | acts.
to vote on matters falling within their jurisdiction.— ! Mr.J. then proceeded to refer to the enses of various
The assemblage of gentlemen here present had met furi comtested eleetions, in which, he csntended, the very
the purpose of giving validity 1o such a House; but it question now under diseugsion had been abundantly di-
was not the House,  They were not authorized to judge ¢ Hee pefirred ta the s which ovcurred it e
whether the eleetion of members from New Jersey was ) Hest session of the first Congress, in which the seat of
vilud o mvalids it would be an assumption to atlempt i the New Jergey delegation had been contested on the
Aow, i the interval between the exercise of these cround of informality and corrnption in the clection.
two powers, there muost exist some sich evidenee of the  Tothe ease of Spalding vs. Meady, of Georgin, at the
exereise of Uie tiret of them, asall persons swere bound  nmth Congross, first seasio, '
to respect, and to which they must vield theireredence . To the ease of Turner vs. Buily, st the eleventh
He appealed to the common sense of wll wha heard hin | Congress, fiest session.  In this case, Turner had the
if this must not be so. And i it was so, there must beuajority of votes. Baily was eammissioned.  Turner

A en v | the Honse had assembled this morning, he had tiken oe-
ul he

g pro v oin the Jaws of every State to furnish such | claimed the seat, and got ity but Baily held it and acted
evidence.  Aveordingly, some States had declared that ecmber along thne.

T'wthe case of Wiflioms vs. Bowers, at the thirteenth
Congress, firstsession. Willimms had o magonity: Bowe
vrs was cominmssioned, ad acted through one session
and part of another, when the Housey by a unamimous
vote, decided in favor of Williams.

o the ease of Welloughhy vs. Smith, at the 13th Con-
gress, Ist se=sion, (presenting the smne features as the
case lost mentioned. ) 3

T the case of Root ve.
1

the returns of the shenms siould constitute it. And!
where such reterns were made, they inmediately, fpso
Sueto, exempted from arrest the persons of all “whuse
nanes weree so relurned: o man thus returned could vot
be refused any of the privileges legally and constitu-
tionaully pertainiug to a Representative of the People, |
In other States, anly a certifieate of the Governor wis |
neeessarys and there, snch a certificate had power 1o
confir a like excmption, and invest with like privi-
leares, until its validity was destroyed by some anthority
competent o destroy 1t The laws of New Jersey L
preseribed the ferm of ncommission: and o COnmiN
of the commanderz of' our Army or Navy mare effee.
tually invested their holders with their respeetive of-
fices, than did this copunission to members of Congress
Now, the hody here present consisted of men who had |
weopeern in this matter—they were hound to notiee i,
and wust, ot their perily, observe who were declared
members of record. And ali action of persons cvery-
where, tauchine the whole motter, must be governed in
like manner.  The evideiee required by law must eve.
rywhere reeeive eredence, Some have already been
admitted on this very evidenee: and he conld not for his
life see how othors, produeing the very same, conbid by
rejected. If no elain had Leen advanced, the cose.
wight be difierent: but o elaim had been openly st up, |
and he did not know how it was to be refused, Ay

Adems, nl the Tth Copgross,
1st seasion. Here Ads vis eomnissiotied, and voted
i the Heoase until 2och tiowe as the House deeided that
v Root was entitled to the seat.

To the caze of .‘fa-‘ffnry ve. Merrill,
case last eited, Merri!l held the seat o long tme, until,
by o vote of the House, it was given over to Mallory,

1t wonli thus be pereeived, (Mre. 1. continued) thit
the Clerk conld not heallowed o look eiiher beyond or
belind the certificates of election: amd he (Mre 00y ob-
jeeted to the Clerk exercising the power of the Clerk,
unless he exerciged it in the maoner in which i had
been exereiged by all his predecessors: that was to say,
by recognizing those who had prosented themselves
Bere under the igh sanetion of the laws of the several
!-'-Inl"s,umi 1|||d:'-|‘ ||||' Fl':llli l-l" 'Ilwﬂ- -~ E, Il‘ thire
had been tfraud or decoption, let it be iy rated at the
proper time, He repeated, that he, for oney would not
recognize any departure from the established usages of

Mr. Fillmore appealed to all gentlemen arcund hin t body: nor wenld he give his sanetion io the exer-
o grive consent that wll the facts might be Taid befage | ¢ise of apower which he doulted whether the House
them.  Tle was not solicitous as to the erder, hut gr-::.l""'lh' eavreise rightfully, though they might do 0
tlemen seemed 1o have assumed both fiets and law, of | wrongfully.  He disclaimed any imputation of wotive,
which be was persounlly irmorant,  He, therefore, - and coneluded by expressing the hope that the mewlers
plozed that without further delay both might be :G’J.l'l'.'ld: would at all events allow the law of the State of New
hefore them. . : Jersey 1o be pead.

!:"E\TI;. .‘-Iilda‘-‘::-i\;'tdr::; ;\h}:"ll";l‘rl;:ir:l-a:lf‘:"::\mllhlhl: I;I .il'al! | q .\Ilr. fl_lri:llcu W.‘I.!.i.lll'lllil‘rsllln_ul tn say that ﬂu-‘ question
ot ol il u-n;dd : % ¥ 1} n by any | for decision was, w n-lhr'rlilm was llu-_ appropriate siage

A0 » by whem : s tdle for the Clerk | to puss vipon the disputed pointofelection, Was this the
to rend, unless it were o enable somehody to dl't‘ilivi proper time, or shanld the matter be deferred nntil some
upon seme question. But here were aone to decide |othertime = [t had been proposed that the ﬂalll'l'!‘l‘f”ll'
any question. Thi- Clerk had made ont a list of cor-| members from the S1ate of New Jorsey should be passed
tain persons wiom he _:illppusi'd to b membors af the ! cver, that wherever there was a 'Iir‘[ltlt‘u‘th.- i !:h.‘,."]li
“'"_“"T nt _R"I“"‘f'"““_ﬂ_lV“:': yel e liad nothing more, in | be passed over, and that those members wha were thus
most cases, than newspaper evidenee to go upon. e | admitted to their seats should Le the judees of the plee
had acted wecording to usage both in making the roll | tion of those whose seate might |uJ- i !-Ill r‘III 5
ad i estlicg it He had eallied l||:- names in the | eonrse seemed to have heen drawn I'rel\:::plifln":|;r:|t'i'.lc:
wsal arder, aecording to the ordee of fatws: but he | of courts of law. Iu the ease of insolvent debiors,

after a Speaker had been ehosen and the members
sworn. I that position was o sonund one, then who
here had any right to decide that New Jersey shonld
be blotted out froon among the States, and the name
of her Representatives omitted one the roll of Con-

David Russell, Angustus C, Hand. John Fine, Peter J.
Wagner, Andrew W. Doig, John G, Flovd, David P.
Brewster, Thomas C. Chittenden, John H. Prentiss,
Judson Allen, John C. Clark, 8. B. Leonard, Amasa
Dana, Edward Rogers, Nehemialt H. Earl, Christapher
Morgan, Theron R. Strong, Francis Granger, Mere-
dith Mallory, Seth M. Gates, Luther C. Peck, Richard
P. Marvin, Millard Fillinore, Charles F. Mitehell,

The Clerk next procceded to the State of New Jersey, | on that question? The qu

gresst IF rentlenen andertosk now to decide this
question, under what ofiieial solemnite would they act -
Under none.  They had not taken the oath of ofice, |
and they had no right to rush Lo decision which might
compromit aud destroy the most sulemn and prectous
rights of men,  How wias Mr. T el who were enti-
tled thus to pass upon his rights and upon those of his
State?  Would the Clerk deeide? Was Me. 1 tovote
sstion lind already been de-

and called the name of Joseph F. Randolph. lln\‘ilig cided, aud deeided by a competent tribunai, and that

done so, he paused and stated that there were five of

decision most stand it inust stand as well from the ne-

the scats belonging to Representatives of this State | cessity of the cuse as fromiall the foree of precedent.

which were contested, and, not feeling it to be his duty

He wos willing to read the law, but he did not insist

to decide the question of & right to them, he wonld, if | that it should be heard befure any other testimony the

such a course should be approved by the House, pass{ Clerk might hold i

hishands. The Jaw of New Jersey

over the remaining names until the other States should | required that the Governor and Couneil should deter-

have been gone through with, after wht

the rights ofthe several claimants o seats Jfrom that |«

State.
Many voiees eried “Agreed ! agreed !
Mr, {1.' o

sentatives in this Congress.

ol

seats from New Jersey, which were in possession of the | t

| e L, a i he wu_nld mine which of the candidates 2 State eleetion had
sibmit such evidense as was in hig possession touching | received the most votes, and shoald mive to sueh persons smid, 1 tuke the responsibility,” and settled the fjues i

sommissions under the great <ol of the State,  The

Guverner in Couneil hid decided, and had given such
el e l commissions duly authentieated, and it was of no con- | you will have a quernm.™
m. Cost Johnson objec wving the State | wequence, in this agrument, whether that effieer had a right to decide ?  The sentle u Sew Jersey | :
el Geer vanil it wes Jecmldvtd Wht ware berReaes | duns eghton wrun::;‘ it he ad doné wrong the House. | Gontended thos had sat. gentleman from New Jersey | gnaranty that e was not animpostor.  This was worth
Frg o agen =1 when duly organized, had the power to correct the [ed?
Mr. Maxwell, of New Jergey, now rose und address- | wrong.  He should not now touch that poeint at all; it claimants? e believed it w
. eW. ¥, NOW T o <l at all; ais 87 e believed it would be long before they
' é the !lnum for a few minutes: objecting to the course was totally furcign to the matter now to be settled.— | conld agree.  And if they did not settle the ll‘lII:ﬂih:‘l:l‘
o l:lllgdt::ﬁr ‘ll!.:ds:;- of New Jersey in culllpg the | W h:m:\'cr the decision of the Governor might have | who was to settle it ? ¥ Y iere: X
. ‘man t the evidences of the titles to| heen, |_lbmusl stand as valid until reversed by a compe- | quorumn called and aseertained 1o be present, then there | however, it was a bady miet for the deapateh of bnsi
ent tribunal.  He would read the provision of the law: | would be » House of Representatives, and that House: ness.  Did not the lansuage which fll frgzu the Clerk's

wight, at pleasure, have adopted any other urder, el when any dispute arose, he believed the nome was

might have arrangod .1Iu~ naes nl;_;ilulwiir.ul!_r: and in| passed over, and anothior was called. Now, he “-.,".:.'j

that e llw_:iulm' ol oneof the New Jersey wembers bask  whether this was the aualosy \.\'||ic'|'l oneht to

compnisgioned wonld haye been at the vory Toot of the | be pursued in relation to the rizhts of the People?

list—(Mr, Yorke.) l_ll' had ealled vme of these men- | whother this bedy had o rirr];; 1_n say  that i;zu-l-
}:P.r!. Lu.i l.mnv had ubjeeted, and lh“".li" had mentioned | State or Peaple shonld be fhr -:l Irmval:I‘ liisl';.mf‘h'.-'.—:

'{\.: nl.. s \': lu!-.ihr.rl Sinilar In \‘.!{al |:-!,-1-icd.‘ that the Iit-;ar:'.-a-nm‘.in-:- of one sovervign State

fon were genticmen placed:® they to deeide who | should stand aside amd be doprived of the priviloges
W*'l’l" o S o) meaniers Il'"?lgl New J-'rsv_\'. ol u'hﬂi wiiieh were hestowedd upon ]:-‘pr-'d'-||l.'|l]\'s-- i'rum' u;:-u-
not?  This question lay nmediately before them; they (ther: Did not gentlemen perecive the 1-:;-I-ru|-n|s e
rnulltl ot ]'lrut'll't‘tl i '-El. v till it was decided.  But how sefquences that must result from sueha praceeding’ that
|'n’n‘.|1 it be dwr_:l-'-d:( There was no Huuse to deeide it | it wonld o furth to the next l‘u' sz and Lo 1hv:;\'urlld
—T'rue, some =) or 90 names had been ealled; bot the | as a precedent for f'llil'lrl'l time?  If that eourse were
Hall was filled with n!lnfrr- whose names had vot. - Whe ! adopted now, why should it 1;0' i.w- so forever hn-‘rcl"l!!-- s
t'l"lll'fi tell who were entitled to vote’  Gentlemen were | Ilz&*ld only be necessary to -&.';\’ slie seat nflh]-: m'rl‘-
talking to no purpose.  The candidates night beat the  1afan or that is |I}s[u;iul " a;l'i. l.u- \\"-II.I-;N' his sel :
ll!r andd bay one another, but _Ihr_- assembly would he just | Did not gentlensen ]u-rf-.m'v-- r_h;st. at tl;-- Ill'rl'ﬂi:l"? 0 ¢
where they now were. When a quoruim had been | ry <ession, the struaele wonld be to disputy the seats of
formed iu‘ld duly SWOrl, ﬂ_u'll. and not il then, could | members:  What e rasv? It wonld eost n.--lhi‘n-!

the question b lﬁ‘l!ll‘ll, Fhere was no use inospeen- | and the result would in tl.ni heindres w |;[cl B
lating—hie was for Inoking at the ease practically. He | rowed - . RN it i
cout e Siekicd i x practically ¢ lr Wit l_inv\n to the limited number of those whose
Rl “::; '“l'm ok rl . ;""""“'i ob referring the | seats might happen aot to be disputed—say some twelve
i ! { se, gand there wis no House ) had | or twenty in number. This resnltassuredly weould be
[ produced, i the conrse suzmested by the gentivan
i :r(-:ll Virginia {i.\'lr. Rives) was pursned—beciuse it had
| been assumed here that ot was something » called—
But would the others have | that this pnt a badge upon :u;un—-—ftll:::t“i:d\\'l:s ;4:1;{ of

1l —

tion himself. Me. 8, saw no other practieable ws
Bas gentlemen said, o through the roll, and then

How then was it Lo be deeid- | somethin :
{ ! \ tid- g o Did not geatieme e nstre
Would 1t be left to an agreement between the | abnses would 1':llnwl_= S et monrany
What, he wanld imt]in-. was the theory of our pre-
ey 4t 20 sent positiong  He took it that the Clerk was the mouth-
e said, the monient there was a| piece of this body—a body not vet organized.  Stll,

Here, as i the |

H TR | ilm--ifiuu
stont w el
rey decided

the case was so doubtfu] it he conld not come o | wrong to e is, tad the Clerk shonld
conclosion, then, probably, Be bl opehit tooask the ] which he is not conpetent 1o rase—a g
advice or opinion of this body, this o, i the ease of Loteher and Mo
Mr. Sladde desired to say o werd inexplanation o D= | thiat ot st oselt =orthe,

nt—which wis, that o bare guerans of 1 subamit, thesetire, that aless somethine is brouglat
e Honse might decide apon the quaditivation= o st | farwand to g ach th ; HUNISSION
members, He had oot beens i thes fabit L, . onti-
fromn the abiase ol power, its non-existenee, e thedd to their soats, end ol

spoken of that which, from the pecesaty of” the Tl Closk haw the rerirest of Meo Randulph,
sunest b donge. He had spoken ol the power o stited the order of thee guestiones pending,
the Clerk ot the old House l-_', P ieril s M. Bandalph procevied o say, that o
Now, when the Clerk had called the maes uatlioguo-
rum had been Tormed, he (Meo S0 captended that, m
strictness, the Clerk wonld then hnve a righit o put it 1o
that Guarun 1o doeide as 1o the oghts of the weanbers.
b no one would aet aeeording 1o =nel strwtiess

Fvery ome would perecive that the fair spinit of the
rile required the Clerk to g throngl the cally and 1t
| would be a vielation the spintor te e to vall over
a bare quarnm. The spitit of the rulesas every i
of honor would adit, required the Clerk towo throngh
all the naines, and o see who were entitled o their
seats and w ¢ not, by something in the shape of
prima forie evidenee.

The Clerk had to di one of two things in the present

fortner a

L

e —

e first thing,
aw, and at-
! el
A discasson

H
s s ||plll"h-h. o b doae, was to read 1]
tepwards the certiticates off the othier o
e, Thisg die hespedy woubd be o,
could uot be avepded; amd, of 4 wast come, bt the
House at least hnve tee law bodipe it
e wishiod b sag o word an peply to the position f5-
s by thve seenthe it Vermoot, (Mo Shade, ) who
Tnd saied that the 0 Fputnaguestions. b thes
Me I alnlered oithd and st put ques-
tions. Mr. R was provecdm m
Mr. Shude explamed = e wt antended 1o say,
that when the Clerh Dad called the names of all the
uu-juhvr-l \l‘l.lm- names are ot enntested, T}u' Hn-ln---
should then proceed o organies but that atsionld then
ase s he had either got to tale the responsibulity of des D proeeed, betiare or zation, toavt upoa e giiestion of
eidinge which of the ten eontesting members fom e the conte y e as to deeide who are proma
State off N Jerseyv were entithed to their seats, or tesay | feeie catitied o s It sents
lis jndgment w as at fault, and that hee conbd net decide, ] Me, Randolph said e had wisomderstood the gentle-
Which shonld he do?  To his (Mro 850 mind tiwers fian, A that he wished was that the o gt b
could be no disprte on that point, Dl not gentlanen | read, and that then the cortitivates of thase wha con-
know that if they put the Clerk to the alter e oD tested the seat< of his eolleaenes mieht also be ]
i vho were entitled to their seats, they therehy D Thene swould then besopethine betire the T
Hed him either to perifem what eight be ot Me B tuse to reply o cerbiin stitements
Fan impnssibility, or they ptit o his pawer o prertorm | which Jad been nede for faets, but whoel were uot <o
janact whiel mieht resnltin consequeiees more seritis | He Knew st o be the practiee sath amany, i ad out of
than would follow trom a mere decison to put down { this Honsey te sssine s a fet every thing which
any name s The case was environed sith ditiiealty on prhey thonght proper e wentleman from Pennsel
every sihe, Soething st be done o oronasaze the e (Me Serecantys wath whon it wis charaeteris.
Hlomse; and what was i1 ? i, bt sssumed for o et that this swis the first te
[.\lr. Mereer was understond Gy impuire by what [ thet ever the seat of a member had e qaestioned
power the fiest Honse organized. There was no Clerk | who had been oleeted according 1o the faws and the
. Constitntion, Did the entheman undertake to say, that
Tyee gedeny I the reht to podoee of what was the law
aned the Copstention an relatom o ths sl I
the b and the Conatitntion woere so clear as the gene
teman would make cuty Do (Mro Bynua) presumed
that there wonlid not be a dissenting votee as to these

[ 'li

wil seulsg

Mr. Stade sanl, neither was there any wsage. Thes
migeht leove armnaed by ealling some wrav-luoeed man
to the Chair—by doing as was done at the e ting in
Faneuil Hall or at Philadelphin. Tiey might hav

called some one to tiwe Chiatrasa Moderator or a Speaher
—that resulted teom the neeesaty st the case. Hedid {genthonen taking their = But this was priwtisely
v that the mere faet of one e eongting to contest e et st e Hee = that these individ s
el would make such i ease ns wonhd nstify the elerk | not eloeted aecording to the Taw ad the o

Is were

The

u st i :
in actine. By soomenns, There st e eador o) eentlennn from Peansylvania s they were—that
elaim.  odo met mean a0 color of an wes ~ oonee | wa Jer sy B ot wis 1o b borge i and - tit
sugrested Dere, buta eolor of elane, 1o ju the Clerk { ther eootner gentlemen i this House who had an
in aetinge at all. He st act bere apan | setenee, L egnal fahit to therr owin opinions, and to the exervise ul’

thivir own IS of constructin of the laws and the
Constitntion, who saw the atter i o very ditferent
light.,  The getleman thonght, ton, that it wonld
be & retleetion on the Governor of New Jersey, that
it wonlid he disrespeettul to the State of New ‘Jl'h‘l'lu,

1 wan e here withe a eerbficaty ton fTom
a Governar or Seceetary ol s State who has no authority
to issue it let the responsibility rest npan those who had
abmsed their power. All or us acted nider a responsi-
bility to public apinion.  There were a thansandd cases
in which power hud been abuged i this e v bt |t gmestion the right of these mdiveluals 1o their
that abuse of powerdid not sty the conelision, that | seats, or to doubt e prepriety of their nasaes beine
there was na power at alll Do this Government of | ealled Yore il et others whose interests and
freedom, those who abnsed theie power were respon- | opaions were to be respeeted Besides the Governer
sible for i, The gentleman from Pennsylvoun (Mrojand  his coadjutors in Ne He (Mr Iy
Bilil”t'J Tl BipselC ndimaed  that when the dEnent thoueht that the sovercom ™ of New Jerqev should
of the Clerk was at fault, he st defior the matter U] be heard, and that ther rishits also should be n.':-ln et
Ui Honse, and that the House moagst . This was o this floor. 1 he uaderstomd the matter correetly,
precisely his (Mr. 863 view.  But the gquestion prec | the gsenbors of this Honse were not <o amnech e
sonted itseit, Wlat was this Hlouse > Who were l|l\'] Represeatatives of the Exeentive of the State of New
1

Ferhey -

Huonser s"l'l’"’“' (e yeus amd nays were villed, who | Jersey 3 they are "mlu"li ally the lh-|-r'-:-u|-.'.u1|~'r» tn
were to answers Tlos hj-ln-:m-ﬂ to hiiman insarsiounts | part of the great sovereien People o N Jersev.  Here
able {<hJ stion: and Tpewonld rather pun the risk of the | was o contest betwoen the Peaph and e Exceative of

ather corrse he hud named than of the consogqnences
whiel must result from thes. He was prepared movdes | joestice: they say that the Governor had comuitted an
and all other eases to do lis duty Lere, and Lot the [outrage npon their folnes amd rights; that he had
CONSCenees toke eare of themselves,  IF the gentle. : Breweny el of a0 wsirpadion —o nsurpetion foor whieh
men from New Jersey should |_h~- mnproperly put satof Lo conntries be woubd be salgeet o hiele responsile-
their seats by the action of this bedy, great injustice Hite, 10 the objeet of gentlen wits to et the nanes
would no doubit be dones bot yet, i that imgustice wis : s these tive individiads eatled wiile the House was yet
done i the execution of a -liI: rule, it must be et to | in an nporgasiecd condition, what was to prevent the
1I|1- preople to decid s qrestion, whether the power of b panes of the other fve heing called 2 The Governor of
this body Jiad been abused. He eomfoczed is under- | New Jersey had erdered his Representatives to be eall-
standing was too obtuse to v-llflhlﬂ hien b poant out any | ed, and he was to be heasds but the Peoaple off Nesw Jer
er mode of setthing the difficulty sey had ordered thetr Representatives to e called, they
Me. Sergennt (thouzh beard very imperfietly) was [ Were nottobe heard, This was @ matter in whicl the
nnderstood to sy that he regarded e duty of the Clerk | iehts of the People were at stike
ef the House of Representatives, under the usages oflate | He considered all the propositions which had been
years, to be o limited and a s plain one; and et | eontended for by the zentlemen on the other side as un-
whatever doubts ur ditieultios wieht sow hane ove e the  practieable. Nothoge conbd be done m the wmatter un-
question were oee sioned by what seemed o o to be | ul thee House had sdvpted the propos tion of the gentle-
a departure 1 the line of n What did the |[ man from Virginin, (Mr. Rives) Before a decision
House understand from the Clerks Why, that thepe | could be Jad, it would be necessary th take into cousi-
was i contest. The worthy menber feom Vermont (Mr, | deration the Loy of the State of N. Jersey, but that cou'd
Slade) hnd said, il there s eofwelaim, the Clegk [ 1ot be diene now, be ¢ thes was ot an organized
Justified i acting,  Aceording t that, then, it was Phody.  Here was the saered ehinr that guided us
the duty of the Clerk to take colors of clivs, and, it e | e Constitution of the Umited States)  But, i
tound them, to do—what?  To keep out of his seat the | His amatter, the Gacts us well e the bow must
{persen who oftered hi as 3 Representative of a b consaleeed. “Eaeh Hovse shall be the judge of
tee, hvwever clear his case wight be, The gentleman the ol
I thet the Clerk was competent to deerde—upon | embers: amad a majority of vach shadl constitute i guo-
whaty  The eolor of nelaim' However s! glit itwerkt Fiun o do hus 8, crabingge The  House wst
e, howeyer sare he might he that there was uothing | be the judge o ty o its own aembers.—
i i, v i Clerk to suffer that eolor of 2 elaim to - | Vas there any avone s provision f—
ween the Representative and Jis seat, even | I the tiovernor ey dapad to contiavene
»instantr Take, for example, the State ol e sights of meinin Hause, Tt Lis aeis et
Delawire, which has only one Represent: Wae | with the contempt ¢ He i Mr. Bl hiad been
Bt be kept cut of his seat by a golor of aelim?  No told that this debate gotep here usoa mere
—he (Mr. 80 dil not anderstmid the doty ot the Clerk cateh, to presoceup; pu! ention: and he doubted
to besueh.  He took it that the usage under which tie [ Wheths o tie Exeentve of Now Jersey hid even acted
Clerk pevformed the dity whieh he was now perform. || i contbrnnty with the law of his own \ o
ing wasapplicalile only o osne singlde point, and that was, FIY o the prople of lis State thanghit that be had not,
to the vertication of the ercdentials o point of ,‘.f"]l";‘| Phe Constitntion, then, gave this Honse the
inencss and form I watter entirely pito s own hands.
\ Tpey =
Mr. 8, afler spraking of what he considered the Le- I : tiobe AN Pl ”.'r"'

i 3 . 5 Tl genthagnan rom Pennsylivima had contended  that
minge delieaey with which the Clerk had acted, pro- “ns the Ui to take this matter snto eonsideral
covded to say, what isitthat the Clerk doess He keeps ! Illi'“ peimagnd sl ot matter ntn considoration

Qe . b k P aws DBy whom?  Not astopeould betzken unt ] theee
out of their seats the Delegates fron the State o New ; eation:  MriR e wled 1
Jersey, althoueh it may appear hereatter—althoueh s f o0 200 s T
: y : divate the seowlochi the Cerk had tiken. A briet
may appear now—that they are entitled to their seats SR i s e R G R
1“.,.:”"‘._. m...,‘n““g to this ||..|._”.'”".. '”' thoere 15 it enlor o ':il Finw l.l.l...l [} _\‘r.‘ i ry s Y r__.| Wil e NGl BeElbweegg
4 " essrs . By, Shade, and Merevr, on oather points,
a claim, they are ty pass (e matter over ta<o Vil ME Tenunt comelidiat g R er ] ,_I
perteal. Whether that pecod may be unti! | AT Y IV SO 0ENC b RS TOITALLE DY Rl - 8

y Lextract from the journals dn the ease of Monre ane
Huouse has oreaniced, or to what wlur puris . - : I ,” 4 ”.I A aue
ok = Laeteher, snd which he eited i support off Lis aon op-
) I |
. ] inns
inorder to arrive SCT conciasion as 1 " o e
25 .'rd'r GIRREIRR A HEORE, A01 lusion iR th Mr Galiraith expressed views eorresponding with
eenuineness amd foree of the credentials, the Clerk s NP : x
*» i 2 - : ; those taken w Mr Slade, He o nded that the
bannd to know the laws of the several States i relation dile e olieh-Nel Jeriap Wod an it prosent
; ; : d iweh New ey was called b s
to this matter. e is bound to look into those laws, Jae ; 3 1 'l!\‘ ’ : e ‘f - and that n f LD
oe . ey wWigs s Sl LA ET 5 o . L 1 H t o
and to see that the eerlificates are conformabile to tien i T ',' S EAeLIApIIERs DAY : 3
: 2 o senence could resalt 1Tom her over until
and, ifthey are so, Jis anthorty = at an e sire | i el h
' ' ? , ey - 2 | Homae Loveaniped, The t had acted upon the
five eentlemen who present their commissions as Rep- " : .
: p . . PSR f P | prineiple that he was o who were nuwuabers,
resentatives from N Jorsey. Thave those coutiissions | '
te i, Y SR Land inthat prsition A ned him.
come throngh the reguiar channel:  Does any men en- | e Gt ik i AB LA ; ?
. 3 v . - . A T A , T S TR B A o dyey i atemens
tertain adaubt? s there any defeet i the law of New [t | . I" I: '1 Blishied 111 eortn ; W a, are \\n!l ‘]
. f . Ak b " shilis 1 i 1 CWED 2. WP
Jersev: Wehave aright to have it read. 1 know what it P i RRU R y W
it tead Bl 2s having made use of langange at a

ay e 1 . - ] | TepTi sy

itis, and 1 oow aver that, word for word, letter for bot- ' Ry
s aud | now awer diat, e Y5 D tine s hisown district on the sulivet of Uiy can-
etion, wwtl which language he sad) hiadd bweenn

N Jersev. The People called npon thes flonse 1o e

ol

e

st b orgemnriod —

LISTECR T T DA g

| Know

ter, and sellable for syllable, the cortifieate wlieh these | 1
rontlemen have bronght with thery, siened by the t-.:.r”,.l. evirted
ruor of the State off New Jeesey, s ]-r""5>*‘f‘: thut| RtV
which, by the law of that State, is dectared (o b sl |
andl eonclusive evidenes of their eleetion, Is there any
thing from the Goy u};r of New Jersey to say tha : : E
there has becu oo ke 1s there doubt as to the whd tae count gy should remain e this
aentineness of the sienature, or th 1, or the pu-i”""l z s condition”  He desired timt there should
per:  Daoes the Clerk himself entertain such a doubt? | ber 2 sperdy an orzanization a- possible.

Problably he does, but if he does, he has not ye st 50 |
aid that there is s contest on which be does nut |
e to dee but ke he would decide, of ||--l
WO rn||||a-'l| iy, to do soy ]|!' hu:l nnt swid. | I‘t'pi':ﬂ. L} 1
sre nol even informed that there ts any doubtzand it n |
were nob for this elaun, or color ef & claim, the eertifi-
eate weuld be sufficient.

How then do we stand ? What i the position of tie
question* Why, that these genthemen are e this |
Heuse, bringing with them their certificates drawn up | { tion. The vourse had been for the
eof New Jersey, even 8 e, by the law of Parhament from
riey wnder the | the bemmning of the Government th this day, nl:l:.
tates, to hold their seats, [ question was submitted to the (Clerk, and that wis
unless it is shown how they are to be rli_-;i;];u- Is it | gquestion of neeessity the qpuesiion afthe returns was sul
not due to a sovereirn State that its solemn aet, done | mitted to him, but nothing elee. He made out his rul!
arcarding to Jaw, and involving an aect of Exventive | from such evidence as was exhibited: that was the valy
power, should, iu the first instanee, be treated withres | guestion subuntted to hine and befors lie conld e jus
speet: that those who intend to impeach it should not | tified in note wr some person oi the rall, he m.'ls'l‘h"
;;"li" 1“'1'111 a transient eolor of claim, but should show | satistied that there had not hevita lewal eleetion I.h"
thut that which appears to be aceording to law is not | question iz, whether the return, on the face of i, ma
aceording to law ?  Whut have you got on the part of leaal one? | Had the Cierk intunated any doubt on this
the gentiemen contesting? A certifieate from hﬁu Se. pr:-im? Notatail. Until hie has done this, his (Mr. Eve-

Mr. Everett said the Hoase seemed to hiin ta be
uncir weont embarsazsment, and e hardly koew how
it lrw BT snate for the

The Clerk took hisseat ander what was enlled the
lnw of Parhia w5 true that, by a rule of this
House, not now vy the Clerk relgaieed =0
weenssor was appoted,  He toedo his seat, ans
it he did, hie did noder the law of Parboament
Thie usasee fad been that the Ho should take the e
itatory steps to produce an o o, No one eo
oo HE own organis
I conldd not be without thee poaser to pradues

;'1! wibt that tiies Howse had the pe
Zatin.

;||'rnr|i'mt_{ to the luws of the Stat
to the letter, and thut they are, thiers

Constitution of the United

cretary of State of the Commonwealth of New Jorsey. | rett's) opinion was that thers was no nestion beforc

Pl




