
The question being now taken on Mr. Calhoun s

amendment to the amendment of Mr. Clay, it was de¬
cided by veas and nays, as follows:

lr>M_Me»srs. Allen, Archer, Harrow, Kenton, B. rnen, T!ii
rhaiian, I'alluwn. Hay of Alabama, Fulton, king. ^2,,bt-rls, Merrick, Nicholson, Pierre, Piston, Hues.>e\ u r,; miihi

of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan,W illiani!«, V\ uodburj, U rip it,
* "vajCZ."Messrs. Bat**, Bayard, Choate.Clay of Kentucky, Clay¬
ton Uixon, Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Manguiii,
Mdier, Morehead,' Phelps Porter, Prentis., S.mmons, Mu.t" ol
Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, \N alk.r, \\ lute-..
So the amendment to the amendment whs adopted.
The question then recurring on the amendment as

thus amended, it was decided by yeas and nays, as tol-

l0y>,M.Mrssr.. Allen, Benton,,®«rliin«»B,C»llwu».jJA"*-Fulton. King, Mc Roberts, >. '
Woodbury, Wright,t'onn.. Sturgeon, Tappan, W bite, W 1"'alu '

Young.19. Bnvard. Berrien, Choate,
Clay of"1K>Tci«> to"'!"*!*""*,c^Va"n,iVr"'m "re11'"acV.'''rhr'lpsVPotSTR2E i "

Tallmadge, Walker, Wuodbridee rPiectedtheamendment, as amended, was rejecieu.
Mr CLAY^dlbat the effect of the last vote was,

to leave the bill in the form in which it had been re¬

ported If it should in this form pass both J100869 "1
Congress and become a law, the State bank system,
as regulated in 1S36, would be revived and continue

in force until a substitute should be adopted b> Con-^*'55"'. C. took it for granted that a substitute of some

description would pass; but if, unforUinatdy,
should be unable to agree upon any substitute whether
in the form of a bank or other fiscal agent, then lit

©resumed that Congress would set about discharginglPhTdSr®f rendering the State bank system as efli-
dent and perfect as possible. After the gallant course

pursued by the honorable Senator from Mississippi,,
Olr Walker,) Mr. C. considered it as proper for hiir,iiso to state that he would vote for that system under

unc«-....ne whatever.none. H. tad
ever been opposed to the plan, and would not have

given his vote for the law of l*3Gon any other ground
than that that law contained the principle of^a d.str-
but.on of the surplus fund among the States. No, if
gentlemen on the other side choose to put themselves
m command of such a miserable tU-et,,,p d.d not care

under what Commodore, Mr. C. and Ins frit
ready to meet them upon any sea, and lie doubtedIn
that the encounter would result in such a vi )
Perry had achieved on one of our great lakes, or

brave MeDnnough on another.
.,»or fromMr CALHOUN would say to the Senior trom,

Kentucky that he was fighting against
Hag if he supposed that the gentlemen on that side ol

the House meant to contend for the Sto<e bank
No They intended to go into battle under the n

Hag of the Sub-Treasury. He was glad that the . na-

tor had been compelled to say that it the Sub- Treasury
should be repealed, the law of 1-36 would be enforced.T?that law as it now stood should in practice be found
impracticable, the difficulty would fall chiefly on the
South and Southwest.
Mr CLAY said he had never doubted that the law

of 1830 would revive; but, when lie had introduced his
bill to repeal the Sub-Treasury, he had given n°t'ce

that that was the first in a series, and had avowe ,

openly, his preference for a Bank of the I . > ien.'
the law of 16'Mi did revive in its present form, lie hoptd
it would be but for a very short time. But, if other¬

wise, it must undergo a complete revision.

Mr. YOUNG, of lllinios, proposed to amend the

bill, first by inserting the words "neylect or before the
word "refuse," in the clause making a refusal to pav
over public moneys to the order of Government prjm'i
fadt evidence of embezzlement; which amendment was

accepted by Mr. Clay and, adopted by^the'?*"¦«*¦ an^in the second place further to amend the bill in such, i

manner as to provide that if an agent of the Govern
ment, previous to his refusal to pay over public money,
should put his property out of his hands by assign.
ment or other conveyance, that act should )e.^0"" "

ed a felony, and subject him to all the penalties of eni-

beMre,CLAY said he could not agree to this amend¬
ment He thought it pushed the penal principle ra¬

ther too far. To declare the fraudulent conveyance
of property a felony was going beyond any law with
which he was acquainted, and there might besides,
be many cases where the fact of conveyance was

d°MbrlfYOUNG observed that the case was one of very
frequent occurrence,at least in the West, and some

punishment ought to be provided for it. If gentle-,
men would not declare it felony, would they consent
that it should be held as a conspiracy to ocfraud the I.

St\ier8 HUNTINGTON admitted that it was very
desirable to' prevent such frauds, but the courts were

open, and he thought would provide a sufficient r<

medy. At all events, he could not consent to declart a

fraudulent conveyance felony.
The amendment was rejected.
Mr BENTON moved the following amendments.
.lnd vrtnided further, That the follow.ng section

and parts of said bill shall be excepted from this repeal
and shall remain and continue in force, to wit Sec¬

tions ID and 20, section 21, section 2o, section J, and so

much of tbo HUh section as makes it felony in <n-

bursing officers ai.i v^rsons connected with the os

Office Department to use vt.o public money tor tneir
r*r Mhcr purposes; and a neglect or retusa to pay

over public moneys on demand or to transfer or disburse
them shall be prima fide evidence ol an embezzlement
of the same.

n.o,«ec. . .ind be it further cnacted, That the Bank
0f*tbe United States, commonly called the Pennsyl¬
vania Bank of the United States, and its branches and
the local Banks and agencies owned by it, shall not he
entrusted with the collection, or safe-keep.ng, or trans-

fer, or disbursement of the public moneys, or any part

l1'And he asked that the question be divided, and that
a vote be taken on each question by yeas and nays, and

they were ordered by the Senate.
The item with regard to the Bank of the 1 nited

States at Philadelphia having been read,
.

Mr. CLAY said that he had no hesitation in declar¬
ing, after all the disclosures that had recently been
made, that he should deprecate as much as any gentle¬
man could do the employment of that Bank, by the
Government, as a depository for the public funds,
had intimated the opinion, as much as three years ago,
that the Government was cut loose from that institu¬

tion, from the period of its charter, by the State of
Pennsylvania. But still he could not consent to the
adoption of such an amendment as that proposed. It
the Senate was to declare its disapprobation ot the
management of a particular Bank, there were many
others, such as the Owl Creek Dank, Ac , which might,
with equal justice, be included in the denunciation.
He did not, however, consider it as comporting with
the dignity of the Senate to enter upon any such
course of discrimination, and he hoped the amendment
would not prevail.
Mi* BENTON admitted that other Banks had be¬

haved verv badlv, but the case of tins Bank stood dis-
tincruished from" all others, because it had originally
come into existence under a charier from the United
States, and the eyes of foreigners were, in a peculiar
manner, fixed upon it. Mr B. proceeded to speak
with much warmth against the course of the Bank,
generally, and especially on its bringing upon self the
last suspension by an underhanded and swindling en¬

deavor to break the New York Banks. Jle accused it

as having plotted the suspension in 1837, and as being
jn effect the only obstacle to a resumption of specie
payments by alfthe Banks of the South. They had
recently made an effort to resuin?, but this Bank had
instantly run upon them and forced them to return to
a suspension.
Mr. BAYARD admitted the culpability of the Bank,

but opposed the amendment as unnecessary, because
the law of 1836 expressly prohibited the Government
from employing any Bank winch did not pay specie.
Mr WOODBURY, in reply to this, explained the

construction of that law by the Treasury Department.
When that Department had lunds to deposite, and no

Bank could be found which conformed to the provisions
of the law of l83(i, the Department considered itself
ns thrown back on the previous law, and under that
l iw at liberty to place the deposites in non-specie-pay-
in" Banks. What else could it do, unless it threw the
money into the streets r

, .

Mr DIXON said he should vote against the amend¬
ment both because lie thought it improper to refer to
individual Banks, and especially because this Bank
assigned as one cause of its suspension the hard treat-
ment of the United States Government.
The question being taken, the amendment was re-

jected, as follows ^| Benton, lluchnnan, Calhoun,

White, Wood bridge.55*.
,

Mr. TALLMADGE objected »o that clause of the
bill which mode a refusal to p* over money tc, the
order of the Government prim facte.evidence of em¬

bezzlement, as violating the gr at principle o crin .

law, that every man is to be held innocent unti
proved to be guilty. It might so happen that an inno¬

cent agent, through the death of his witnesses, n"&''
be unable to prove his innoccnce; and would it not be

hard to convict and punish hun in such a case, by throw
ing the burden of proofon him instead of taking it upon
the Government?

Mr. MANGUM replied that, wlnle the rule operated
very favorably for the CJovernment, it inflicted no real
injury on individuals. It was intended to cover such
cases as that of the late Collector in New York, who
set the Government at defiance, and held over th< pub-
lie moneys to a great amount, because he was subject
only to a civil prosecution. As between inan and man,
Mr M should be unwilling to adopt such a principle;
but if a man undertook to serve the Government, know-
ing beforehand that this was one of the conditions ot Ins
service, he thought it not unfair, for after all he was

subjected only to a suit ina court of law.
Mr. WOODBURY approved of the clause in the bill,

but wished it slightly amended by adding the wor<j®
draft or order to the word warrant; which amendme

Wa*lr*TALLMADGE further supported his position,
insisting that it was a mere question of evidence, and

that the Government gained nothing, while it violated
a great principle of law, and ran the risk of inflicting
cruel injury on an innocent man. .

Messrs. BAYARD and PRESTON re,.hod to h»
objection, and defended ti.e clause in question,
ing that this was any more a violation oi ^pnnc.p e

of law than a multitude of other cases where^the aw

assumed certain fact, an primafacit evidence of gu.lt,
and imposed the burden ot proof on the accused. I

one man killed another, «t was prim* fact' ev.dt-nee
of murder; if a man held stolen goods, it was prima
facie evidence of tin ft. The prima facie evidence did
not convict him, but he was held to explain, because he,
of all otfjer persons, was best able to explain. And
even in civil cases, when a inan refused t<> deliver up
.roods claimed by another, the law held it as prima fa¬
de evidence of convers in, and as laying the founda¬
tion for an action of tr- >er.

......,

Mr. WALKER confi.med this view, and illustrated

it bv the case of mfantic de, when the violent death of

an illegitimate infant wa- primafacie evidence of mur¬

der on the part of the mother.
The amendment was rejected.
The b.ll was further sightly amended, on motion of

Mr. HENDERSON, but how, the reporter could not

''The amendments were then concurred in by the Se-

nate, and the b.ll ordered to be engrossed, by yeas and

"VmI.Messrs. Archer, Harrow, Bates, Bayard, Berr'r". n"^hjJ",«| ,. «. |*iiv111ii 1)1 .on. hvaus (,»iuIirui, In n¦!
nail, Choate « la> <. ^> 'CAa>t '

M,.rrick, Miller, Southard,tea"uV»SU pr,s;--aH,ve.S5 *i"",,ous'
*, f-1 j Tnllmatli!f. While and \\ uodbridcf.S Won. Clbouu, Cay of Ala. Fulton,
Ki'ne, Nic'li"i«oil. I'ierte, Sevier, Smith of t onn., I aj.pan, \\ alki r,
WillianH, Woodbury, Wright und \oune 10.
h was then ordered to be printed.
And the Senate adjourned.

IN SENATE.
Wednesday, June'.*, 1841.

The President of the Senate communicated a letter
from the Treasurer of the U. S. containing a statement
of the receipts and expenditures of the Post Othce De-1

partment f«»r the year 1?40.
_ . 1

ftlr. CLAV moved that the communication be laid

on the table, and if it was usual he would move that
it be printed. While on the subject of printing, he
would submit whether it would not be belter to have a

committee to investigate that branch of business, and

report whether it would be right and proper to print]
those voluminous documents which found their way
to the tables.
The following memorials and petitions were present¬

ed and appropriately referred:
By Mr. TALI-MADGE: From the Chamber or Com¬

merce of the city of New York, praying the establish¬
ment of a National Bank.

.

By Mr. BUCHANAN: Resolutions from the Legis¬
lature of Pennsylvania, in favor of the repeal ot the

Sub-Treasury.
When the resolutions were read

>

Mr. CLAY observed "Ah! 1 like that.it is in the
irood old Democratic language.""

By Mr MOREHEAD: From the Cincinnati C liam-
ber of Commerce, asking the establishment of a Na¬
tional Bank.

. .
.ri

Bv Mr. ALLEN: From citizens of Ohio, in Ta\or ol

the passage of a general bankrupt law.
/.«

Bv Mr. CLAY of Alabama: A memorial oi the Ge¬

neral Assembly of that State, asking the establishment
of a land district in the Cherokee purchase.
By Mr. STURGEON : From the Ant. Slavery So¬

ciety of the city and county of Philadelphia, praying
the abolition of slavery, &c.

, |
By Mr. BUCHANAN: From the Association of.

Friends, asking the improvement of the condition of

people of color, and asking the abolition of slavery in

the District of Columbia and the Territories, and the

prevention of the domestic slave trade.
Mr. PRESTON and Mr. KING moved the question

of consideration on the reception of the paper, but the
Chair did not hear the motion until a motion had been
made to lay the memorial on the table. I

Mr. KLNG insisted that, according to the practice ol
the Senate in previous years, it was the duty ol the C hair
to take it for granted that the question ol reception had
been made. J
The PRESlDENTreplied that there was no rule of

the Senate to that effect, and, therefore, the Chair had
not chosen to assume the responsibility ot nuiUing that
presumption.
Mr. BUCHANAN coincided in the view taken by

Mr. King as the practice of the Senate, and observed
that nothTng but benefit had ensued from its observ-1
ance. All agitation had entirely ceased so far as the.
Senate was concerned, and he hoped the practice!
would be perpetual. The question of reception was uti-

derstood as made, that question was then laid on the ta-

ble, and there was an end of the matter I hough he
had held it his duty to present this paper, he hoped the
same course would be observed with regard to th:s as to

others.
, ,.Further conversation on the question of order toon

place on the part of Mr. MERRKK, Mr. KING,
Mr. PRESTON, and Mr. CLAY; the result of winch
was, that whenever the President of the Senate was

acquainted with the fact that the presentation of a de-
scription of papers was objected to by any member of
the body, it was his duty to consider the question of
reception us made, and that then, on motion made, the
question might be laid on the table, and thus the
whole subject in a Quiet *n<l summary manner bo dis-

posed of.
In conformity with this understanding, the memorial

presented by Mr. Buchanan was disposed of.
Mr. RIVES called up his several times deferred mo¬

tion to refer so much >f the* President's message as re-!
lated to our foreign n latior.s to the Committee on Fo¬
reign Relations; not because he wished to submit any
views in relation to the -eporl of the Secretary of State,
but because the motion isd been delayed at the sugges-'
tion of the honorable -liator from Pennsylvania, (Mr.
Buchanan,) who was Ui derstood to lie desirous ol sub¬
mitting some opinions it. which he differed from the
views of the Secretary « n certain points of internation-
al law.

Mr. CLAY said lie should be very happy to listen to
the discussion alluded to; but as it was one out of which
it was not proposed or expected that any action of the;
Senate should ensue, he thought it desirable that the
motion should be postponed tor to-day, as a very iin-
portant measure was before the body. Mr. C. thought;
it entirely fair that all reasonable opportunity ought to
be extended to gentlemen who were desirous of ani-j
madverting on the coursc of the Government; but in
the existing circumstances he must be excused for mov¬

ing that the motion ol the honorable Senator he defer¬
red till to-moi row.

Mr. R1VEB said the gentleman from Kentucky had
entirely mistaken his purpose, if he supposed he was

desirous on his own account of having this subject now

taken up. It was with a view to accommodate the gen¬
tleman from Pennsylvania, whose remarks might pos-
ribly render it necessary for him to say a few words in
reply. .

Mr. BUCHANAN said he had been anxious to sub¬
mit some remarks in reference to some positions taken
by the Secretary of Stale, which he considered as im-
portant. He had no purpose of intruding himself upon
the Senate; but he had comc prepared these two or

three mornings to say w hat he wished to say on this
matter. Under such circumstances, a subjcct was apl
to grow very cold.

Mr. CLAY said, nothing in the world could have
been farther from his thoughts and his heart than to do
anything injurious to the feelings of his honorable
friend from Pennsylvania, but he would remind Ins
friend that it had been on his own motion that the re-

ferencc now moved for had been heretofore postponed.
There was now in progress before the Senate a measure,
in the consummation of which, many of the members
felt a deep interest. Let that bill be disposed of, and
then Mr. C. would listen with the greatest pleasure to
the remarks of the honorable Senator. He moved to

postpone the motion.
On this motion, Mr. ALLEN demanded the yeas and

nays, which were ordered, and being taken, resulted
jeas 27, nays 18.
So the motion was deferred till to-morrow.
Mr. CLAY submitted the following, which he merely

desired to lie on the table for the present:
Resolved, That when the Seriate adjourns during

the present session leaving a subject under discussion
and undecided, the consideration of the subject shall
be resumed al the next meeting of the Senate, immedi
atelv alter the journal is read and petitions and reports
are received, without waiting for the usual hour ol one

o'clock.
On motion of Mr. CALHOUN,
Revolted, That tlie Secretary of State he directed to

transmit to the Senate any communication from the
Government of Prussia to our representative at that
Court in reference to ihe duties laid 011 tobacco in the
German States of the Customs Union which may be in
the State Department.

Mr. WOODBURY submitted the following:
liesolted, That the President of the U. S. be request¬

ed to inform the Senate if any application has been
made officially to him, or the State or Treasury De¬
partment, by the holders of State stocks, or others on

their account, respecting the payment or assumption
ofthem.andto furnish copies of any correspondence
which has taken place in relation to those subjects.
Mr. DIXON submitted the following resolution:
Kesolml, That the Senate will on Thursday next pro¬

ceed to the election of printer, the price to be paid to
be the same as under the resolution of lSl'J, deducting
20 per cent, therefrom.

Mr. PRESTON gave notice that he would on to-mor¬

row move to proceed to the election of chaplain under
the joint r*soJuti.>n.

REPEAL OF THE sM'B-TREASURY.
The Senate then proceeded to the consideration of

the special order, being the bill for the repeal of the
Sub-Treasury law. This bill having had its third read

ing, the question was, "Shall it pass?"
Mr. WOODBURY said it had been his misfortune

to be in a minority when this bill was considered in

committee. He had there stated at that lime his ob¬

jections to its passage, nor had those objections been
'since removed, but, on the contrary, greatly strength¬
ened. As the bill went to change the entire system of
collecting, keeping, and disbursing the public money,
he felt himself bound to present to the Senate those ob¬
jections he had urged against it in the committee. He
was aware thai much impatience was felt by the majo¬
rity, under remarks of this kind, but he could not feel
himself excused without presenting his views upon the

proposed measure, which, however, he 6houlil do aa

briefly as possible.
And in the first place he would remark, that when

the Senate had resolved to change the system which
was in existence previous to the adoption ot the Sub-
Treasury law, they had nevertheless suffered that sys¬
tem to continue in force until a substitute for it was

matured and agreed upon, so that the Treasury was not
left during any interval without the control of law, nor

was the head of the Department thrown upon his own
discretion under the provisions of the law ot 17a!). The
Senate at that time had deemed it expedient to defer
the reppal of one system of fiscal management until a

substitute was provided.
Mr. W. could not see any sufficient reason for pnss-

ingan act simply to repeal the Sub-Treasury law with¬
out inserting in the same act some provision as a sub¬
stitute for it. This course had been pursued in l*3ti,
and he could not perceive any ecflicient reason why
it should not be adopted in the present instance. The
gentlemen themselves who urged the present bill had
adopted this course at that time, and Mr. W. now in¬
vited them to cite a single precedent where a great
system of fiscal operations had been abolished without
either providing a substitute beforehand or inserting
snch provision in the act of abolition itself. T his had
been done on two formWoccasions, except in reference
to the charter of the'eecond Bank of the United States,
and even then an express clause had been insert¬
ed, directing that the public funds should he transferred
to the 13ank° and that, until this was done, they should
remain under the control of the system then in force-
Hut here the bill provided for the isolated measure of
repeal, without making the least provision in reference
to a substitute to be adopted. The effect of this would
be to throw back the Treasury on such resources as it

could obtain by construction of previous laws. We
had had an infinite deal of that within the last few-

years. It was said, indeed, that this state of things
would in all probability endure but for a very short
time; but he insisted that it ought not to be suffered to

exist for a day or for an hour. No high officer of the

Government, not the Executive himself, should be al¬
lowed the control of the public funds according to Ins
own discretion or any doubtful or constrained inter¬

pretation of obsolete laws. There was no great pub¬
lic emergency at this time to require a dictatorship, |
with an absolute power over the public funds. Why,
(lien, insist upon a measure like tliisr Why not de-1
fer the act of repeal until the substitute should be

agreed upon? Why leave the whole treasure of
the country at the discretion of the Executive, un¬

der old laws, which were held to be revived by con¬

struction? The bill before the Senate did not declare
what law would be revived by its operation. Its whole
effect was to pull down the edifice now existing, with¬
out placing by its side even a log-cabin or a shantee,
leavin" the inmates to seek shelter and security as they
.,i,rht° There was no crisis which required this urgent
haste. It would be just as easy to defer the final re-

peal till proper provision had been made to meet it, and
thus avoid all those difficulties which must now accom-

panv the measure. It was no answer for gentlemen to

say that they intended to provide some other measure

in a short time. lie had no doubt they were sincere in
that intention, but they might avoid the difficulty al¬
together. Let him tell gentlemen that the Senate had
recently had an example of this intention to postpone ac¬

tion only for a short tune, and it went to show how easi¬
ly that short time came to be extended. When this Se¬
riate hnd been organized on the 1th of March, the gen
tlemen now in the majority had insisted that it was ne¬

cessary, in order to a proper organization of the body,
to remove the former Printers from office. And why?
Because they intended, in a very short time, to appoint,
somebody to supply the place. Who at that tune so

much as dreamed that the body would remain to this

day without a Printer, and thrown upon the absolute
discretion of its President and Secretary to employ any
body they pleased, and at any prices they chose to give
to execute the printing of the body? The arguments
of gentlemen looked very well: they did but remove

the printer for a short time, a substitute was immedi-
ately to be provided, yet three or four months had:
elapsed, and there was no printer yet. This act, which
gentlemen held to be indispensable to the organization
of the body, had not been performed to tins day, and
the printing was done through agents whom the ofli-,
cers of the Senate chose, and not the Senate, andnti
prices which the officers fixed, and not the members of
this body. Just so, it might be after destroying the In-
dependent Treasury. The country might be left three
or four months, possibly for as many years, without the

adoption of any measure as a substitute for it; ami iri
the meanwhile, the public money would be left under a

more unlimited discretion than the public printing was

left now.
After presenting these remark?, in opposition to the

time proposed for the work of abolition, Mr. W. asked
the attention of gentlemen to the substance of the
measure itself. They carne here to do a great public
act on behalf of seventeen millions of people and

twenty-six States of this Union. Ought they to do
this without duly considering what was the duty re-,

quired of them ? And what must be the effect of their
act, whether that effect were temporary or perina-j
nent ? Without this, they could not act discreetly in

abolishing an important existing system. Mr. W.J
would readily admit, as some gentlemen had sug-j
gested, that there had been much talk against the Sub-1

Treasury and some arguments, but no experience,
U hud u'cen greatly abused and grossly misrepresented,
but he was not prepared to admit that there had been
any verdict of the people against it. Was the repeal]
or the continuance of this law the only issue made be-1
fore the people at the late election? Was the result o!

that election a verdict on that issue aloner The Sena¬
tor from Kentucky had said they had come here lor

judgment.to carry into effect the verdict of the Ame¬
rican people, but lie would ask that Senator whether
the result of that election was to be held as a decision
by the People on all the questions which had been dis-
cussed before them If so, how did it happen that

they were sitting there in that splendid Hall, lighted by
the magnificent and cosily candelabra now before
them: Had it not been decided that there should be no

extra session with all its unavoidable expenditure? I hat
gentlemen must not eat out of gold spoons, but must

use horn ? That thev must not indulge themselves in
the luxury of champagne, but must drink only hard
cider ? L)id not the verdict of the People cover all,
that? It was easy for gentlemen to talk about issues

being decided by elections, bnt he asked, what had been
the issue in and what had been the verdict given
then?
The Senator liad had some experience in bucu mai-

ters. Did lie believe that the People lud passed a ver¬

dict on all the questions which had been mooted du¬

ring that election? No; nor did Mr. W. They had
different questions argued then: tliey had had the ques¬
tion about soda water furnished at public expense, about
billiard tables paid for out of the public money, and
other grave issues of the like character. Did the Sena¬
tor hold that the People had delivered their verdict on

all these important points.' Why cutout the Sub-'l rea-

sury from all the otiier subjects agitated at the late elec¬
tion, and say that the verdict of the People had been

given on that issuer Hut, admitting that it had, some of
the gentlemen held the doctrine that they were not
bound even by express written instructions from their
own constituents. Much less, then, were they bound by
a verdict given on five hundred issues, given at cross¬

roads, given at grog shop* and on thp hustings. There
was nothing in this argument. It answered very
well to talk about for political effect; but the People
decided no issues but such as they put on record. The
issue they decided was, that they elected this man as

their Chief Magistrate, and not that man. 1 hat was

an issue by which all were bound, and which all must

respect. But the evidence went no further. For
that reason it was that he addressed arguments gen¬
tlemen, and entreated them not to throw themselves
on imaginary or uncertain issues. He asked them
what they were abolishing ? What were their reasons

for abolishing it, and what were the facts of the case

The system which it was now proposed to destroy
was one which had been matured with great caution,
after prolonged consideration and much debate. Was
it because it was a system which did not comport
with the supposed civilization and refinement of mo¬

dern times? Because it was not marked with all the
graces and beauties of the credit system, and was not
ornamented with all those classic Figures which came

with so much grace from the Philadelphia Bank of
the United Slates and the Bank of Gallipolis?
He admitted that the system was somewhat anti¬

quated; it had been tried for two or three centuries in

other countries, and was at this time in full force in

many parts of the civilized world. It could not, in¬
deed, boast of ail the modern polish and trimming and
flourish, but it was a system which had been tried, and
had worked well. Some other refinements had also
been tried, and they had not worked well. Let gen¬
tlemen look around them.let them see the general
crash which had prostrated so many of our moneyed
institutions. This was the effect of the much-admired
and beautiful credit system, and not of the system of
1 c'-IO.a system much abused, out one which had work¬
ed well wherever it had been tried, and would work
well again whenever the trial should be repeated.
Gentlemen were, besides, abolishing a system which

they knew to be constitutional: the constitutionality of
the Sub-Treasury law none denied or pretended to dis¬
pute. Was this no excellence? This system had been
the first offspring of the Constitution; it existed in its
essence in 1780. In the next place.it was a system in¬
dependent in its operations: the name of "Independent
Treasury," given to it by its friends, was not a mere
word or empty sound. The system was independent,
because it carried on its operations by the force of law,
and did not depend either upon States or individuals to

make it effective. All other systems were essentially
dependent in their character; they were conducted by
officers who were appointed by bank stockholders and
the act of private individuals. Another great excel
lenceof the Independent Treasury system was, that it
was perfectly safe. There was one remark in the re¬

port submitted by the present Secretary of the Trea
sury which had struck Mr. W.'s attention. The Se¬
cretary talked about the insecurity of the Sub-Treasu¬
ry, but, instead of supporting this position by a state¬
ment of what sums had been lost under that system,
the report went back twelve years to losses which had
happened previous to its adoption. The Secretary could
not show the loss of a single dollar under this much
abused system of conducting the fiscal concernj of Go¬
vernment.

[Mr. Cloy here said, speaking across, "the accounts
have not been settled yet."]
Mr. W. repeated the assertion that there was no evi¬

dence of the loss of one dollar by the Sub-Treasury.
In contrast to which statement he pointed gentlemen
to the general wreck which had attended the employ¬
ment of banks. There were losses growing out of

the species of currency employed, but such losses
were effectually prevented by the Sub-Treasury sys¬
tem, which, when perfected, were to provide a currency
subject to no depreciation. What would have been the

loss suffered by Government had it employed the cur¬

rency of thp present Hank of Pennsylvania 3 There

was admitted loss of four or five millions from the de¬

preciation of bank paper. A committee ut the other

House had estimated the total loss to Government from
the employment of banks at thirty-two millions.

Again, the system now to be destroyed was one emi¬

nently free from Executive influence.
[A laugh on one side of the Senate.]
Mr. W" said that he was well aware that gentlemen

on the other side insisted lhat the Sub-Treasury sys¬
tem was subjected to Executive influence in a greater
decree than anv other. But let them conic down to

facts. Could the Executive put his hands into the

vaults of the Sub-Treasury and take out a single dollar
without subjecting himself to be sent to the peniten¬
tiary3 Would he not be indicted as a robber? Not a

dollar could be drawn out but by warrants and drafts.
Neither the President nor his Secretary of the Treasu¬

ry could take from his custody enough to buy a pen,
nor could they loan out the public money for purposes
of speculation or gambling. If they attempted such

a thing, they would be convicted of embezzlement arid
sent to prison. Was this the case under the bank sys¬
tem? Could not the Executive, or the Secretary, in

person, or through their friends, be accommodated with
loans by a Hank of the U. S. or by the pet banks? Had
not the public money been lent in thousands and hun¬

dreds of thousands to friends of the bank, both out of

Congress and in Congress? Hut when had a dollar of
the public money been loaned under the Sub-Treasu¬
ry? T he thing could not be done without burglary and
theft. And yet, strange to tell, the community seemed
impressed with the idea that under that much-abused
system the President and the Secretary of the Treasu¬
ry could lake and use for their own purposes just as

much of the public money as they pleased.
Now, as to the Executive influence over the keepers

of the public money (for that was the only possible way
in winch the money could be reached,) did not the Pre-
sidentselect the pet banks' Did not the Secretary do
the same? Was there any check on the Executive dis¬
cretion? Did not the bank directors elect their own
Cashier and President? llad either House of Con¬
gress any control over that matter? Rut how was it
undpr the Sub-Treasury? Did the President select the
receivers general or the treasurers of the mints? No
more than he could select his own successor, or appoint
a foreign minister without the consent of the Senate.
Executive influence was limited, not extended, by that
system, it brought the public money under the control
of Congress. It gave to the Executive no new powers,
for the power ofremoval existed before as it did now,
but now it was restrained, whereas, under the bank
system, it was not. Mr. W. would not now go into
the doctrine of removal, nor would he show how that
power had been exercised since the -Ith of March, 1">'-10
fie believed the keepers of the public money had been
no freer from removal than before that time. What
had become of the receivers-general at New York? at
fiostonr ( harleston." '1 hey had been disapproved, and
others had been appointed in their place. It had been
ur^ed that the Executive could control these receiv-
ers through the power ofremoval, yet it did so happen
that none of them had been so removed until March,
H41. So much for the argument on Executive in¬
fluence.

Hut the Sub-Treasury system had yet one other and
infinitely greater excellence. It did not stimulate the
spirit of wild and reckless speculation by loaning out
the public money. All such loans were, by that*law,
strictly prohibited and declared to be felony, and it
was an acknowledgment and homage paid by the Se¬
nator from Kentucky to the excellence of that law,
that, bent as fie was on destroying the system, lie re¬

tained thisvjeature of it, and incorporated it in his own
Dill. 1 hat system provided no stimulus for overtrad¬
ing. On the contrary, its effect was to subdue and
:|uench that destructive fire which had consumed the
prosperity of the country. It kept the public treasure
whore it could be had when it was wanted. Every
receiver-general, every treasurer of a mint, must
jo ready to hand over every dollar of the funds in his
lands on its demand by Government. Hut was this
the case under the Hank? Far from it. When the
noney was most wanted by the Government it was

most wanted by the Hanks also. Hut Mr. W. would
not protract these remarks; fie could not, f.»r his life,
see any thing in the system itself to justify or excuse
!his hasty and precipitate effort to get rid of it at a

But, in the next place, he was compelled to look at
what must succeed tins system when it was destroyed,
whether it was to succeed temporarily or permanently.
What would succeed it temporarily? Nothing was

provided in the bill itself, but it was held under a

sound general principle of law that, when an act re¬

pealing a previous law was itself repealed, the previous
law revived ipso faclo. Now, if the Sub-Treasury was

destroyed, what law would be revived by its repeal? He
would tell gentlemen. We were to have the act of lS'Sti,
with all its acknowledged imperfections in its train.
Would this be a better system? Wise men did not pull
down one thing to substitute another, unless that other
were a better. The act of was not without
some excellences, it contained a provision which re¬

strained the Secretary from removing the deposites
from a bank where they had been placed, provided that
hank continued to redeem its notes in specie ; it also
forbade the depositing of the public money in non-spe-
cie-paying banks, and in banks issuing notes under five
dollars. Some approved of the pet bank system in the
abstract, because it was a system which could be re¬

gulated by law. When President Jackson had been
forced to remove the public deposites from their former
depository, and ihere existed no regulated system for the
safe keeping of them, he had implored Congress to pass
a law fur that purpose, and they passed the law of ISwli,
which had these excellences. 13ut they were counter¬
vailed by defects which broke it down in twelve months,
and it was now a dead letter. One gentleman had sug¬
gested that it was destroyed by faults in its administra¬
tion, and not in the system itself. This suggestion had
been made before. Mr. W. would not say whether
this were the case or not, but he saw ample cause for
its failure without this. It provided that the twelve or

thirteen millions of dollars which had been deposited
in safe banks, should be taken out of them and divided
among seventy or eighty others, for no othar purpose
than to give each of them the benefit of its possession.
A bank was to be selected in every Stale, and the ef¬
fect was general stimulation of the community to every
form of speculation and gambling. The banks were

required to pay interest for the m> ncy, at least for all
they held over a given proportion, and they consented
to pav the money, obviously, because they expected to

loan it out. Was not this in itself sufficient to break
down any set of banks in the world ? Could such an

operation be accomplished without infinite distress ?
To force twelve or thirteen millions of dollars out of
the channels of trade, and to put it in entirely different
depositories, was an operation which Mr. W. insisted
to be the true cause of the commercial ruin which
followed. That alone was sufficient to account
for it ; but if on the back of this, there was super¬
added the requirement to collect within nine months
thirty six millions more, and pay it over to the States,
was it any wonder that the most ruinous consequences
should follow r No discretion was left to the Secretary;
the time was fixed by law, and, should he fail to obey,
he was liable to be impeached, and was actually threat¬
ened with impeachment. This he bad actually done
He had collected nine millions, and deposited it with
the Slates in specie, or in specie worth, and it was em¬

phatically said at the time that every instalment in the
payment of this money was a new turn of the screw..
The pressure rose from rheumatism to gout, and from
gout to convulsion. All this suffering had been at¬

tributed to the Executive and to the Treasury De¬
partment, as though it were their wrong, when, in
fact, they had but carried out the law of Congress .
Then came, in addition to all the rest, an unexam¬

pled recoil from abroad, produced by the course of
the Hank of Kni'land. American credit was sudden¬
ly cut off bv millions at a blow. Yet all this ton,
was charged upon the Treasury. And hero he would
relate an amusing anecdote. In compliance with the

requisitions of the law, deposites of specie were

made in North Carolina, which carried it out of the
usual course of trade. The order to transfer the funds
wa« given in advance, payable in North Carolina.
.This was strenuously objected to, and the Secre¬
tary was asked why he did not make the order payable
in New York? The Secretary was acquainted with the
operations of trade, and knew that the order could
better be met in North Carolina than in New York,
because New York was then drained of specie. But
the holders came to him and insisted that the drafts
should be made payable in New York. Me did so, and
the holders immediately went to New York and de¬
manded the specie, and found themselves so much em¬

barrassed that there was not a man of them that was

not glad to part with his draft after he had got it. It
reminded Mr. W. of the Irishman who was ordered to
be flogged,and when he was flogged low down wanted
to be flogged higher up; but when flogged higher up,
wanted to be flogged lower down. Mr. W. had been
determined to execule the law, cost what it would,
and let those who made it be answerable to posterity,
that just tribunal whose judgments, though often slow,
were ever according to equity. As might naturally
have been expected, the newly made deposite banks,
flushed with the possession of their twelve or thir¬
teen millions of dollars, speedily disgorged this trea-
sure upon the community, for they had been obliged to

pay interest for it, and were glad to loan it out as soon
as possible. The consequence of this had been that the
land sales which usually realized from two to three
millions of dollars were swelled to twentv-four millions
in a single year. The banks which hail loaned their
money to individuals instead of to the Government,
when called upon by Government to pay, could not
collect it in, and the natural consequence was, that
they all went to wre-jk.suspension was inevitable..
Rut these lamentable consequences were not to be
charged to the administration of the pet bank sys-

Icui, hut lo the provisions of the law itself. And were

<rentlenien cnlled upon now to revive such a system a«

this? Must the Secretary of the Treasury scatter the

public money among eighty banks and revive again
the scenes of JS36? It could not be done. The coun¬

try then, though nominally thrown back on the law of

]K>G, would in fact and in truth be cast on the unlimit¬
ed discretion of the Treasury Department; for the law

havim* been rendered impracticable by the change of

times,"the Department must ne cessarily be thrown back
on the laws in force before this was enarted. Mr. W.
would undertake to say that there could not now be
five banks found in the whole U. S. such as that act re¬

quired deposits banks to be; and the act itself declared
that in that case the Treasury must revert to the pre¬
vious laws, and Ihose previous laws allowed the depo¬
sitee to be placed in banks which did not pay specie;
and to place it there not merely on special but on gene¬
ral deposite. Nor was this any thing new.this very
thing had been done by Secretaries Campbell and Dal¬
las for years together, and it must be done again.
There were other consequences which must also fol¬

low. The Secretary would not merely be compelled
to use lianks of this description, but he would be strip
ped of every facility in the business ot his Department
until he did make his selection among the Hanks, and

place the money there. He invited gentlemen to put
inquiries to the Secretary of the Treasury, and sre

what answers they would get. The moment this bill
became a law, the receivers-general, as such, were

dead.the Secretary could no longer draw on them.
Where must lie put his money > \Y hat must he do with
his drafts r In N. V immense sums were coming into

deposite at the rate of one hundred and a hundred and
fifty thousand dollars a day. The Secretary could not ar-

range with a Bank lo receive this money under less than
a week, and, in t/ie mean time, the collector or the re¬

ceiver-general might have hulfa million of dollars un¬

der his lock and key, and be, at the same time, out of
office. Who would be liable then .' Not his sureties, for
Iheir liability expired with his office. In the more dis
tant parts of the country, such a state of things might
exist for a whole month. That time must elapse before
the receiver knew that his office was abolished; but
the Secretary here would know it, and could not draw
upon him. What, then, must be the resu!t; In one

portion of the country lie would draw on collectors; in

another portion he must act under the law of I -.'jf>: and
in still another he must be left at his discretion, under
a construction of the old law. Here would be three or

four fiscal systems in operation at one and the same

time; and all this state of confusion must ensue because
gentlemen would insist upon repealing one plan before
thev bad provided another.
Another question arose as to what money the l rea-

surer should receive. It was contended that lie would
be under the net of l'ltG II so, then all public dues
must be paid in ijold and silver. There was not a bank
in New England which did not i?sue bills under five
dollars. He was prohibited Irnm receiving their notes,
though redeemable in .«pecie, and therefore, instead vi
receiving his dues one-half in convertible paper and
one-half in specie, he must have the whole amount in
hard money, or violate Ins oath. Some gentlemen, in¬
deed, might like the measure on this account, but
would the friends of this bill vote for it in this vew of
its effects?
Again: as to the effect on public sentiment, he could

tel! <'entlemen, if Congress adjourned without provid¬
ing a substitute for the Sub-Treasury, it would lie
found that the act of lolG was not imperative! Itsj
language was not that paper of a certain description
should betaken, but that it aught to be taken ^ es;
it ought. Hut, supposing the Secretary could not get
it, how then? What had been the argument u l-:!7
on that point? Slnnplasters were then current, and
what had been called the ten cent ri hellion in Boston
had been gotten up, because specie was demanded by
the collector. The Secretary said lie could not£etcon¬
vertible notes, and the verdict of the People was, that
in that case he must lake depreciated paper. By this
state of things, all specie and specie-paying bar.ks must
go by the board. Discretion was said to be tin* law cf
tyrants; yet now the Treasury was to be let loose again,
to use, at pleasure, the paper of non-specie-paying
banks; and this the Secretary could not avoid, if lie
respected public opinion.
Hut it was said that we should soon hnve a substitute,

Some jrreat fiscal agent was to be provided, or else an

old-fashioned bank of the L:. S. Mr. W. would not ar-

gue that question, with him the time was gone oy ; but
he would ask the members of that Senate whether they
were ready to repeal the existing law, to re-c#tablish
such an institution as llie old Bank of the L S. If they
were, very well; but lie could not yet tell whether such
a plan had teen matured and was to be presented Why
not wail lill then '.

It was said, however, tint we were to have a Hank
that would not be unconstitutional it was to be free
from all objections of that kind. He wiis glad to hear
it; but what was the plan ? Had not gentlemen better
wait till they saw whether it did avoid all constitutional
difficulty or not ? Surely, they would act thus in tlirir
own affairs, why not in the affairs of the public ?
What was ibis Hank to be ? If it was a mere fiscal
agent not incorporated, then it was a Government
Hank, anil lie said to gentlemen liiat they were abolish¬
ing just such a Hank, though without the name. All
they had to do was to call the Sub-Treasury a fiscal
agent, and the lhinjr would be efl'ected. \\ as this
anv thing new? Had not gentlemen contended that
the bill of 1640 went to create a Treasury Hank'.
Yet they were now for destroying that, only to make
another. Here Mr. W. quoted the title of a speech he
held in his hand, in which the Sub-Treasury was de¬
nominated a Government Hank, of which the Presi¬
dent of the 1". S. was to be president, cashier, and
teller. All they hud to do was to give the Secretary
power to issue small drafts, and the Sub-Treasury
would be a Government Hank.
Mr. CLA Y here interposed to inquire of Mr W. whe-

titer he rightly understood him as now admitting that
the Sub-Treasury was a bank.

Mr. WOODBURY replied in the negative. He had
represented it as a bank only under the supposition
that the Secretary could cut up Ins drafts into small
sums; and use thcin as bank notes.

Mr. CLAY. Well, and could he not do it-
Mr. WOODHl'RY. He did not do it. I admit that

the argument itself is a fair one, but he did not do it,
nor could it have been done without sanction of law.
Mr. W. concluded by observing that though much

more might be said, he should add no further remarks.
Mr. CLAY here demanded the question on the pass¬

age of the bill; but.
The debate was continued until near 7 o'clock by

Messrs. CALHOUN, BENTON, TALLMADCE,
WRIGHT, YOUNG, and McROHERTS.all of them
speaking in opposiliun to the bill, except Mr. Tall-
madge. [The late hour of the adjournment rendered
it impossible to prepare this debate for tins paper, but
it will be given in our next, together with the various
propositions submitted, and the votes thereon.J
The question having been taken on the passage of

the bill, it was decided in the affirmative us follows
JViii.Me»srs. Arrlier, Marrow, Hates, Hat aril, Herrien, Clinate,

Clay of Kdilm ky, ('la)ton, Hnon, Ktan-, (.raliam, Heiidi-i.«on,
Huntington, k>-rr, Mancnui, Merrick, Milter, Murelicad, I'lirlps,
Porter, 1'r'nii--, I'rrMon, llirti. Simmon*. Smith ot" Indiana,
Southard, Tallniadge, White, WotHlbiidge.29.
.Wijo. Me.->r-. Allen, Helitnn, Calhoun, flay of Alabama, Ful¬

ton, Km;!. M' Huberts, Nicholson, I'irrce, S« vier, Smith ot i.'oii-
neitirut, Sturgeon, Tampan, Walker, Williams, Woodbury,
Wii'jlit, Young. H.
And the Senate adjourned.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
Some explanations took place between the Speaker

and several numbers in relation to certain proposed
corrections of the Journal, which, however, resulted in

no action, so far as the Reporter could understand what
was going on.

Mr. C. RROWN of Pennsylvania rose to make an

inquiry of the Speaker. He (Mr. H.) saw, on looking
at the i newspapers, that the committees there an¬

nounced were not the same as the committees which
had yesterday been read at the Clerk's table. He de¬
sired to know where the real committees would be
found.
The SPEAKER (though very imperfectly heard on

the left of the chair) was understood to say that it had
been his intention to state a fact to the House in re¬

gard to the committees, and that he was about to do so

when a gentleman had risen to move a correction of
the Journal. The Speaker would now stite that, in
looking over the list of committees, a few mistakes
had been found. It was known to the House that
the Chair had had only a very short time in which to
make out the list, and there had not been lime to have
them cop ed. A few of Ihe names had thus been trans¬
posed, and, in three instances, the names of three gen¬
tlemen had been entirely omitted. These things hav¬
ing occurred solely from the hurry in which the cam-
miltees were required to be made up, the Speaker pre¬
sumed that it would be in the power of the Chair to
make the corrections.
Mr. BROWN. That is not answering the question.

1 merely wish to know where the real committees are
to be found.whether they are those published in the
newspapers, or those read trom the Clerk * table.
The SPEAKKR. The correct list will be found in

the possession of ihe Clerk of the House.
Mr. GRAHAM rose, in pursuance of notice given

on the second day of the present session, and asked
leave to introduce a bil* to repeal the act of July -I,
IS-NI, commonly known as the Sub-Treasury bill.

Mr. WELLER objected.
Mr. BRIGGS *aid that the House had yesterday

adopted a special order to proceed to the election of
its oflicers. He hoped the House would execute its
order.
The SPEAKER said that that was the order of bu¬

siness, and that the unanimous consent of the House
would be required to enable the gentleman from N.
Carolina (Mr. Graham) to introduce a bill at this time.
Mr. WOOD of New York sent to the Chair a reso-

lotion which was read for information, requesting the
President of the U. S. to communicate to this House,
go far as the public interest would permit, the cories-

pondence, if any, between the Government of the U.
State* and that of Great Britain, in relation to the
American citizens now British prisoners of State in
Van Dieman's Land.
Objection was made.
Mr. BRIGGS hoped the House would not suffer

any thing to interfere with the execution of the spe¬
cial order.

Mr. WOOD thereupon withdrew his resolution.
The House then proceeded to vote for the election of

Doorkeeper.

And on the fust voting, Mr. Joseph Follan»bee
declared to be duly elected Doorkeeper of this House"
Whereupon he appeared and took the oath of oU;,.c
The next election in order, under the resolution ,,f

yesterday, being that of Assistant Doorkeeper-
Mr. EVERETT asked leave to present a resolution

providing that J. W. Hunter be elected Assistant U.ur.
keeper to this House for the Twenty-seventh Con
and that Wm. J- McCormick be elected Postmaster of
this House for the same period.

Mr. Hunter, receiving a majority of all the votes, wag
declared to lie duly elected Assistant Doorkeeper of
this House. Whereupon he appeared and to.A thc
oath of office.
On motion of Mr. MORGAN, bv unanimous c< n.

sent, it ivas resolved that Mr. McCorinick bi* re-isn.
pointed Postmaster of this House.
On motion of Mr. WISE, the House then proccided

to tlie election of Chaplain to Ibis House.
And the following gentlemen were nominated
Mr. Umikiuvuol) nominated Rev. J. W French

Episcopalian.
Mr. Vol Re v. Wm. T. l'age, Episcopal.an.
Mr. Hrowsf., Rev. J. W. Bristol, Methodist.
Mr.Tai.iakekko, Rev. Mr. Braxton, Baptist.
Mr. Campuki.l of S. C., Rev. R. W. Bailev, Presbv-

term n.
Mr. Whk, Rev. A. Welton, Presbyterian.
Mr. C. Morris, Rev. Levi R. Reese, Methodist
The SPEAKER appointed Messrs. L'milrm.

Yolsg, and Campbell, of S. C. tellers to superintend
the voting.

Votefor Chaplain.
Whole number of voles l-i
Necessary to a choice IC.
Of which Mr. French received ||,
Mr. Page G.Mr. Bristol Hi.Mr. llraxton, wail

drawn.Mr. Bailry 10.Mr. Welton lo. Mr. Reese 15
.Scattering 2.

Sao the Rev. Mr. French, having received a nia r.
tv of all the votes, was declared elected.

ri BLIC I'ltl.VTKK.
Mr. SERGEAN 1' then rose and offered the follow-

iiiiT resolution
Htsulrrd, That the I louse now proceed to tin- elec-

tion of Printer of this House for the X?7th Congress
whose compensation shall be twenty percent, less Uia:.
the prices lixed by the joint resolution of Jtrl!?

Mr. CLIFFORD inquired of the Chair whether the
resolution was in order at this time.
The SPEAKER decided that it was in order, the pre¬vious order of business having been disposed of.
Mr. CLIF FORD submitted that the business next

in ord^r was the motion, submitted yesterday, io recon¬
sider the vote on the adoption of the rules of the la-t
House.
A motion was made that the House do now adjourn,

which, l»v yeas 41, nays 1H7, was rejected.
So the House refused t<> adjourn.
Mr. UNDERWOOD submitted to the Speaker that

the business first in order was the motions tor r«-consi¬
deration; if so, lie would move to take them up, and
lay them on the table.

Mr. GILMER suggested that the gentleman couM
not make two motions atone tune.
Mr UNDERWOOL) explained. He presumed tlies?

motions came up regularly ; i! so, they were now be
fore the House, and he would move to lay them on the
table.
The SPEAKER said that the motion to reconsider,

if it hail been called up immediately after the special
order had been disposed of, would have been f.r»l in or-

der; but that the gentleman who had that matter in

hand did not make that motion.
Messrs WISE, FORNANCE, IN HER Wool),

J C CI \KK, INGERSOLL, EVERETT, SKIl-
GEa'.NT, WISE, FILLMORE, A. BROWN, and
CLIFFORD spoke to the point of order

Anil the derision of the Chair being called for.
'The CHAIR decided that the first motion in order

was the motion of the gentleman from Pennsylvania,
(Mr. 1 ngersoll,) and that that gentleman was entitled
to the floor on that motion.

This motion was read from the journal (su.is'.an-
tiallv) as a motion bv Mr. Ingersoll to reconsider the
vote of yesterday, adopting the amendment ot Mr
J. 1^ Adams to the resolution of Mr Wise to adopt
the rules of the last House of Representatives, by add-
ing to the said resolution the words, excepting tin
a 1st rule: that Mr Everett excepted to the reception ot
the motion, on the ground that it was not m order.
Mr l'AERETTsaid there appeared to be great ex¬

citement whenever any question approached the sub¬

ject of abolition. He wished to divest hiuiselt «.! that
excitement. It was his desire that the House sliou.d
act coolly and deliberately. He would say for h.uisel!,
and he believed he could say for the moil of those »h,
voted for tlie omission ol the 'Jlst rule, that the gr«-.ii
consideration on which their votes had been given was

the ri-'ht of petition; that absorbed all other consul-ra¬

tions." And Mr. E. stated the grounds of his objection
1. That the rules adopted relate only to votes passed

under t|ie rules, and not to a vote passed under the
Lex Pai'.ianientaria.

2. That the motion is overlaid by a resolution U> ap¬
point committees, which has been executed, and no.

liable to reconsideration under the rules; that it UK-
motion to reconsider the rules suspends the operation
of the rules, then the motion under the Lex Tar
liamentaria, and cannot be received

3. Thai it is overlaid by the main vo\«.
.1 The vote adopting a ru'te not <¦'

consideration pro»ides tor its own alteration.
The House became involved in one ot those u.

cate questions of order which so constantly d strar.
its at ention and consume its time.a detailed accouui
of which cannot he made interesting, even it intcili
.>ible, to the general reader.
°

'The question of Order was spoken to by > es>ir,

WISE, BRIGGS, INGERSOLL, F1LLMORL. and
GILMER, after which, (no action being had upon i-,

Mr. INGERSOLL (without furter contest) took the
floor Mr. 1. made some remarks upon the subject t-

which the twenty-first rule has reference, a sketch i y
of the more prominent points ot which we are at .r

give, at least in to-day'* paper. He commenced
observing that he considered the rule as present.: ;
three elementary, constitutional, and all-importan:
questions, which" he had unfortunately been obligee
to support, and that without hav ing an opportun ty
explaining his sentiments, and endeavoring to subin-,
not only to this House, but to Ins country and tl.e
whole world his views in relation to the highly ini}>»r'.-
ant questions which were involved in the considera¬
tion of the rule under discussion. He wished tu<*-

plain why he should vote for the adoption of the tw-i-

ty.first rule. 'The three important questions itinv".>' -

were: a question of abolition, as it was called, a qurv
tion of petition, and a question of regulation. Now,.',
was aware that, taken separately, or together. ei ¦>

presented the most exciting topics that could possibly ¦<«

embraced, and involved the most agitating question
that had ever attracted public attention, since the foun¬
dation of this Government. He knew, lhat the ques¬
tion was one in which those at the North, not 1<-* "'a.

at the South, felt a deep and abiding interest !.
knew, too, that there was a gentleman in that llou«'--
a right honorable gentleman, and for whom he enter-

tnined the highest respect and regard, and who had :

the last forty years tilled the highest stations in the
vernment.who evinced the most lively interest <n

question. And he had a day or two since, address
tlie House at length on it, with much zeal, annua'.'
and ability, and at the same time announced hiui*e»->.
a Norihern man. He (Mr. lngersoll) considered ii1
self a Middle man on this question, which he w 11,1

endeavor to treat with the strictest impartiality -

fairness; and perhaps, in what he might say, he in

develop principles which would lead to peau
harmony upon points which had been altogether
conceived. Although he was a party man, !..
not he led awav from the fulfilment of Ins dmj,
would upon this, as well as upon all other que»t.' ..

vote according to his conscience. He knew im J>
in a question of this kind, and would be govern- u'

by what he deemed Ins duty to his country, and a

pliance with its Constitution.
,The question of Abolition had been discussed m

country for a great number of years past, and it
^

to much excitement and heart-burning in van""'':
of the Union. The gentleman from Ma*aa> hu-

(Mr. Adams) had observed lhat he wa- hi posse"^
some hundreds of petitions on the subject ot
lition of slavery, and which he had not had an "l

tunity of presenting. And he (Mr. I ) had i-n
^sent to him to present: hence it was tiiat lie

to make a few remarks in order to let the II"'-'
his constituents know the grounds he tO"k r

ence to the question. Mr I adverted to

guage of the President's Message in rega
subject of slavery and the slave trade, an^mettled upon it, adding that he looked upon
ominous feature of the Message. He next ca-

tention to the fact, and remarked that the Africa
trade was spoken of in the last paragraph of
Message of President Van Buren. He then ad-
himself to the South, nod those representing .

said that the signs of the times behooved tbein
more on the alert than they had evcryetbeen mg
ing their rights, so far as regarded tins question
lition, and added lhat they had never yet taken

^
as hi«h as he would take, and which lie believe".
nine men out of a hundred would take in ">e
situated as were those in the South. He tin " ^ r|i;ito the Ilritieh cruiser* on the coast of A1 ri<. a,' "

v
mg American merchant slnps on frivolous

^ ^
and threw out some intimations that the ^ ||( ;
had been protracted by runaway negroes
Bahamas.

, ,

Mr. PROFFIT here rose to a question,
He desired to be informed by the Chair w iL^a.amotion to reconsider the vote upon a.r" ''

rn-ntorder to discuss whether the British '"vf re.trni*.engaged in advocating or aiding the weredwhether we were engaged in it, or what w^erninentin the different departments ot our .

,ubEverybody knew what his views were o
^

before the House. But, it we were to < "
w;

cussion of this sort, no man could ten
terminate. , , s3V tin'
Mr. INGERSOLL was imrfewloo;!1t -

doubt the gentleman from Indiana (->,r c]c.f i.

advantage of possessing a more ogn -.»

c.rr.}" 113
than he (Mr. I.) had, and every man ** ^
present his argument according to t>i<- t

| lion of his mind.


