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'nt on the first instant

pame of the firm in liqui
JOHN W. WRIGHT,
R. A. LANCASTER.

WILL continue the Anthracite Coal and

Commission Business forme conducted

AL t & Lancaster, at their old stand, Dock
| JOHN W. WRIGHT.

LOCOMOTIVE WORKS,
t form

n
s, Ju NDERSON,
jal—dlm JOHN SOUTHER.
r{n."l".

f untry fri They will
keep stantly on hand a well selected stock of
Medicines, Drugs, Paints, Oils, Dye
Stuffs, Glass, Putty, &c. )
N. B.—Strict attention paid to pre ptions.—
Country orders attended to with dispat )
JNO. N. LUMPKIN,
oc 21 JAS. D. THOMAS.

MAIL ARRANGEMENT
Richmond Post Ottice.

The Mailsare received and closed as follows:

GREAT NorTHERN Marr, via Washington City
—Due daily in Railroad cars at6 o'clock, P. M.,
and closes daily at & o'clock P. M. Except the
mails for Washington City, Baltimore, Philadel-
phia, New York and Boston, which will be closed
até A M.

GrEAT SoUTHERN Marr, via Petersburg—Due
daily in Railroad cars at 64, A. M., and closes daily
at 44, P. M.

Tur StavNToN Marr, via Charlottesville—Due
daily in Railroad cars at 2 o'clock, P. M., and closes
daily at 8 o'clock, P. M.

Tue NorroLk City Marr, per Steamers, via
City Point—Due Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Satur-
days at 6 P. M., and closes Sundays, Tuesdaye and
Thursdays at 8 P. M.

Tue WirriaMssuvre Mair, per Steamers, via
ine Grove Landing—DueTuesdays, Thuredays and
Saturdays at6 P. M., closes Tuesdays, Thursdays
and Sundays at 8 o'clock P. M.

THR YORKTOWN MAIL, via the Grove Landing—
Due Tueed®ys, Thursdays, and Saturdays at 6 P.
M., closes Sundays, Tuesdays and Thursdays at
g8 P. M.

Tue CHarLES Crty C. H. Mamr, via Swine-
yard’s—Due Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays
at 6 P. M., closes Sundays, Tuesdays and Thurs-
daysat 8P. M.

’{"H: LyNCHBURG MAIL via Canal packet boats
and Scottsville—Due daily (except Monday) at 8
o'clock, P. M., and closes daily (except Sunday) at
4 o'clock, P M.

% The gide Mails for all other offices fur-
nished from the Canal Route, closes Monday, Wed-
nesday, and Friday, at 4 o’clock, P. M.

Te LyNCHBURG MArIL, via Danville Railroad,
Burkeville and Farmville—Due Monday, Thurs-
day, and Saturday, at 43, P M., closes Monday
Wednesday, and Friday, at 8 P. M.

[ Mails alsc close for Lynchburg on Sun-
day, Tuesday, and Thursday, at 8 P. M., which
are dispatched via Central Raliroad and Char-
lotesville on the mornings of Moud=y, Wednesday,
and Friday.

Tur TapPAHANNOCK MArr—Due on Wednes-
days and Saturdays at 7 o’clock, P. M., closes on
Mondays and Thursdaysat8 o’clock, P. M

THE WILLIAMSBURG MAIL, via New Kent C. H.
—Due Wednesdays and Saturdays at 9 o'clock, P.
M.,and closes Mondaye and Thursdays at & P. M.

THe AmeLiA Ct. H. Marr, via Chesterfield Ct.
H.—Due Mondays at 7 o’clock, P. M., and closes
Mondays &t 8 o'clock P. M.

Tue Lovisa Herse Mair,via Goodall's, &c.—
Due Mondays and Thursdays at 6 P. M., and closes
Mondays and Thursdaysat 8 P. M.

Pump Mair, via Three Chopped Road
lian's Depot—Due Thursdays at 11 P M.
and closes same day at 8 P. M.

{7 OFFICE HOURS.—From 8 o'clock, A. M.,
until the arrival of the Northern Mail, due at 6 P.
M., after the sssorting of that mail until 8 P. M.
On Sunday from 8to 9 o'clock, A. M., and from
7 to8 o'clock, P. M.

&7 Stamps for the pre-payment of postage on
letters can be had at the office. B

Persons applying for letters which have been
ADVERTISED, will please so to designate them.

§%On all transient newspapers, and every
other description of printed matter, except news-
papers and periodicals published at intervals not
exceeding three mounths. and seut from the office of
publication to actual and bona fide subscribers, post-
age is required to be PRE-PAID when deposited

in the office.
THOS. B. BIGGER, P. M.

de 8
IPES AND STEMS. —20,000 cane-wood
Pipe Stems, with a large assortment of Germau
and Buckingham Pipes, for sale by
R. M. ZIMMERMAN,
ja?l Corner Main and 12th strects.
P RIME PICKLES.—In gallon, halt galion
quart and pint Bottles. Fresh and fine, just re-
ceived arnd for saleby JUAN PIZZINI,
no 18 Next to Exchange Bank.
TEVWINE.—A Jarge sssortment of kugish
Twines, some very superior, for gale by
BEENNETT & BEERS,
ja2l Druggists, Main street.
l UsBAND’S CALCINED MAGNESIA,
equal to Henry’s, at one-third less price, for
sale by
ja?l BENNETT & BEERS, Druggists.
l AY !—350 bales su
ing at Rocketts, p

rior Northern Hay, !and-
shr. Gipsey, and forsale

MAGAZ!NES FOR FEBRUARY, for
sale by J. W. RANDOLPH—Jan'y 934,

go:iey'n L-Sy; Hm&k ufor ll?ebmrnel&'ﬂ—ﬂc

eterson’s Lady’'s National Magazine for Febru-
ary, 1852—18¢ « .0 e

A Dissertation on the Resources and Policy of
California, Mineral, A‘gdcnlmul and Commercial,
including a plan for the disposal of the mineral
lands, b{ John J Wertly— 4

Drawing for Schools: a method by which all the
:::nb:x;:huf a large cxl.f"m:lm taught to draw at

e, neatness, uniformit accu

Benjamin H. Coe—price 83 o " roeTsby

Putnam’s Semi Monthly Library for Travellers
and the Fireside, Home and Social Philosophy,
from Household Words, edited by Chas. Dickens,
First series complete—25¢

A Faggot of French Sticks, or Paris in 1851, by
8ir Francis Head—two parts, 752 ; bound $1

The Elements of Materia Medica and Therapeu-
Ell‘l;n!" dbx Jo:i“h.:dil:iemhe:i'iu D,FRSand L 8.—

ird American on, ted
MD volr o y by Joseph Carson,

An Analytical Compendium of the various
branches of Medical Sci for the use and exam-
nation of Students, by John Neill, M D, and F G
S;l;g}h, M D; second edition, revised and improved

S(Ynowis of the Course of Lectures on Materia
Medica and Pharmacy, delivered in the University
of Penneylvania, by Joseph Carson, M D—1 75

A History of Greek Claseical Literature, by R W
Browne, M A, Prebendary of St. Paul's, and Profes-
sor of Classical Litgrature in King's College, Lon-
don—1 73

Horace, with Schmitz's and Zumpt's notes—60¢

New varieties of Gold and Silver Coins, Coun-
terfeit Coins and Bullion, with mint values, by J K
Eckfelitand Wm E Dubois—8$1

Smithsonian Report on recent Improvements in
the Chemical Arts, by Professor J C Booth and
Campbell Morfit—75¢ ja22

MY LAWRENCE, or the Freemason's
Daughter: a thrilling romance, by the author
of ‘‘Stanfield Hall," 1vnl, complete—price 50c
Kossuth in England -price 30c
Sketches in France, by Alexander Dumas, aathor
of Monte Christo—price 50¢
Home and its Influence : a domestic story for the
home circle—price 50¢
Dream Life, by Ike Marvel
Percival Keene, by Capt Marryatt—50c
Fortunes of Hector O’Halloran: an Irish ro-
mance, by Wm H Maxwell—price 50¢
Sketches in Ireland, by Thackeray, suthor of
“Vanity Fair,” &e. —price 50c
Handy Andy, by Sam’l Lover, the cheapest edi-
tion yet published—price 25¢
Godey’s Lady’s Book for February—price 25c;
$3 a year.
Peterson’s Magazine for February—price 18¢
Together with all the Standard, Miscellaneous,
and new eheap publications for sale, wholesale and
retail, by THOMAS H. GRESHAM,
ja 22 Opposite Broad Street Hotel.

QI KRANCIS HEAD’S NEW WORK,

printed from the proof sheets, received in ad-

vance of publication, direct from Mr Murray, the
London publisher:

A Faggot of French Sticks, or Paris in 1851, by
Sir Francis Head, author of “Bubbles from the
Brunnens of Nassau,” &c.

“Agreesble as it is as a book of travels, it de-
rives a peculiar interest from the tirne and circum-
stances of its appearance. It givesa terrible, but
true picture of society in Paris.— Express.

Putnam's Semi-Monthly Library for Travellers
and the Fireside.

Vol.1 Home and Social Philosophy, by Dickens,

2mo, stitt covers—=23 cents.
A. MORRIS, =~

For sale by
ja20 97 Main street.
APTIST BOOK DEPOSITORY.—
NEW PUBLICATIONS JUST RECEIVED.
The Method of Divine Government, physical and
moral, by Rev James McCosh
Christian Duty: postoral addresses chiefly on the
subject of Christian Duty, by John Angel James
The Excellent Woman, as described in the Book
of Proverbs, with an introduction,by W B Sprague,
D.D.
The Wreath Around the Croes, .or Scripture
Truthe, iilustrated, by Rev A. Morton Brown
Blossoms of Childhood, by the author of the
Broken Bud
1so, a supply of the Works of Grace Aguila and
Charlotte Elizabeth
Parley’s Cabinet Library: a neat set in 20 vole,
A further supply of School Books, Stationery,
&e, &e.

and for gale by

ja 7 SEABROOK & REEVE.
A NERAL assortment of Brushes, Fancy
ticles, &e. A fresh supply received and for
e by
ja 7) SEABROOK & REEVE.
T{VHE SUBSCRIEER will continue the Ship

Brokerage and Commission Business.

Office corner of 22d and Water streets.

de 16 ROBERT RANKIN.
JPERM & SOLAR OILS, Camphine and
l\ Burwing Fluid, a fresh supply, received and for
gale by

ja7 SEABROOK & REEVE.

_~)"I LEs OF r sale at MUR-

VKD EK.—F
L RIS’'B 97 M g

low price ja 12

V"li’l‘l('li' —OUKR STOCK OF DRY GOODs
4 A COST FOR ONE MONTH LONGER.—It
f ¢ > gtock

n our busi

’ scld atlower cash prices
thi r stock of Over
i large; Drese and

= aud Veste, of u great variety
vats; Scarfs; Under Shirts;

D. GOODMAN & CO.

., oppo=ite Eagle Square

‘,'\'u. 102 FOREVER-SUPERIOR
~V READY-MADE CLOTHING—Store en-
larged, stock increased. styles improved
and pr -The stock of ready made
Ciothi :0w on hand atNo. 102, is much too large
10r thie season of ¢ :r, und the subecribers are
ed” t =+ it before the first of Febru.
consequence of having “very heavy pay-
1710 make ut that time The cash must
raised, and the Goods “shall” be sold, if those
WLo are in want will only give ue a call. Over
Coats of evary varicty of style and price; various
tylee winter Frocke; fine and medium Dress
¢, Pants, Vests, Bhirts, &c.
- KE+N, CHILES & BALDWIN.

INS IN CLOTHING.—Tte sub-
re being irous to reduce their stock
&8 much as possible b fore purchasing for the

No. 1

) red

JEVERAL YOUNG GERMANS, of industrious
L) aad sober habits, are desirous to obtain situa-
ticne a8 Porters in stores. Apply to
jal7 O. A. STRECKER.
TROTON CALCINED PLASTER.
/ barrels just received by steamship City of Rich-
moud, and for sale by ROBT. RANKIN,
ja 20 Corner 22d and Water streets.
[AILS.—500 kegs Ol Dominion, Rapid Falls
LN and Door Nails, for sale low by
jad LEE.
TOAY, SOAP.—400 boxes brown and yellow
S Soap, Old Dominion Factory, in store and for
sale by CHARLES T. WORTHAM & CO.
lﬂ(”t H1RE, tive Negro Men to remamn in or
near the city. JNO. W. WRIGHT,
ja 2 Dock Wharf.
‘ 10 COFFEE,.—100 bags prime Rio Cofiee,
just received and for sale low by
ja 5 A. S. LEE.
1)1 \FUMERY aND FANCY ARTICLES,
every variety, for sale by
de 27 E. J. PICOT, Druagist.
"IVHOMANTON LIME. —100 cask
ton Lime, in prime order, for sale by
jas A. 8. LEE.
\] ANUFACTURED TOBACCO0.—30 half
L boxes, superiorbrands, for sale by
ja19 JOHN H. CLAIBORNE.
OVERING’S SUGAR.—50 packuges loat,
4 crughed and powdered, for sale by
ja 19 JOHN H. CLAIBORNE.
\ TINDOW GLASS.—75 ball boxes 8x10, in
| fine order, for sale low by
ja 19 JOHN H. CLAIBORNE.
‘ INTERBLEACHED SPERM OIL.—
Perfectly pure and clear, for sale by
jas E.J PICOT.
JORTO RICO SUGAR.—10 bhds good
Porto Rico Sugar, in store and for sale by
a2 WILLIAMS & BRO.

rAliUHH, JAVA, MARACAIBO AND CAPE
i
j

A 8

of

COFFEE, in store and for sale by
ja 21 WILLIAMS & BRO.
N ACKEREL.—Nos. 1, 2 and 3, in_whale,
AYL half and quarter bbls and kits, for sale by
jn 21 WILLIAMS & BRO.
JMOKING TOBACCO.—1000 papers, James P.
Stagg brand, juet received, for sale by
ja 21 WILLIAMS & BRO.

ILLIAM JACKSON'S BSUPERIOR CAN-
DLES, for ¢al®h

s Thomaes-

g JNO. W. WRIGHT,

Va2 Dock Whatf, | ja19 CHAS. WORTHAM, Depositary.
TORN STAKCH, for Puddings, Blanc Mange, P.\IHS IN I851-GODEY FOR FEB-

‘ ) Cuke, Custards, &c. A fresh supply received RUARY —Amy Lawrence, or the Freemason's

Daughrer, author of Stanficld Hall, full of illustra.
tions—50c¢

Home and Social Philosophy, from Household
Words, edited by Chas Dickens—25¢
- New Varieties of Gold and Silver Coins and Bul-
lion, edited by J R Eckfeldt and Wm E Dubois, es-
sayers of the Mint of the U. 8.

Smithsonian Report on recent improvements in
the Chemical Arts, by Professor James C Booth
and Campbell Morfit

A Faggot of French Sticks, or Paris in 1851, by
Sir Francis Head, author of the Bubbles from the
Brunnen of Nassau—1 vol, cloth, $1; 2 vols, paper,
75¢.

Peterson’s Lady's Magazine for February, 1852,

For sale by
ja 20 G. M. WEST & BRO.
FOR LEARNING

OPULAR BOOKS

THE FRENCH, GERMAN. ITALIAN AND

SPANISH LANGUAGES, for sale by NASH &
WOODHOUSE, 139 Main street.
I—French.

Q,‘hm:quet's French Conversations and Dialogues.

18mo—50 csnts.
Chougquet’s Young Ladies’ Guide te French Com-

position. 12mo—75 cents.
Collot’s Dramatic French Reader. 12mo—§1.
Coutan, A, Choix de Poesis. 12mo—81.

De Fivva's Elemerntary Freach Reader. 16mo—
50 cents.

De Fivva's Classic do. 12mo—8§1.

Ollendorff’s New Method of Learning French.
Edited by J. L. Jewett. 12mo— §1.

Ollendorfi’s Method of Learning French. By V.
Value. 12mo—8$§l.

Key to each volume—75 cents.

Ollendorft’s First Lessons in French. By G. W.
Greene. 18mo—350 cents.

Companion to Ollendorft’s French Grammar.
By G. W. Greene. 12mo—75 cents.

Mezzofanti's Firet Freach Reader. By J. Roemer.
12mo—§1.

Mezzofanti’s Secord Reader.
12mo—#1 25.

Rowan's Modern French Reader. 12mo—75
cents.

Surrenne’s French Prorouncing Dictionary.
12mo—§1 50.

By J. Roemer.

II—-German.

Adler’s Progressive German Reader 12mo—81.

Adler’'s German and English and English and
German Dictionary. Compiled from the best au-
thorities. 1 vol.large, 8vo. Halt Russia —§5.

Ollendorff’s New Grammar for Germans to
learn the English Language. By P. Gands, 12mo.
-8l

Key to do. 12mo—75 cents.

Oehlschlager, J. C. A Promouncing German
Reader—$1.

Ollendorfi’s New Method of Learning Germen.
Edited by G. J Alder. 12mo—$1.

Key to do. 75 cents.

Eichorn's Practical German Grammasr. 12mo.

—81.
III—Italian.
Foresti’s Italian Reader. 12mo—81.
Ollendorfi’s New Method of Learning Italian.
Edited by F. Foresti. 12mo—8$1 50.
Keytodo. 75 cents.
IV—Spanish.
Ollendorff’s New Metbod of Learning Bpanich,
y M Velazquea and T. Simonie. 12mo—81 50
Key to do. 75 cents.
Ve Il.(.]\lf‘l'l New Spanish Reader, with Lexicon.

ja 21 DAVENPORT, ALLEN & CO.
EMONS AND ORANGES, in prime order, for
sale b

jn 21 . DAVENPORT, ALLEN & CO.

‘pring trade, ore offering their fall and winter
EOode at unusually low prices, for cash, Among
Lheir aseoatment mes be found Over Conts of va-
Tioue styles and qualitice, Frock and Dress Coats,
Lurinees Coats, plain and feney Shirte, Under
Ebirte, Drawers, and almost every other article of
grullemen’s appurel  Persons wishing to pur-
chase are requested to eall at No, 82, Main street.

_ale J E HENDERSON & CO

STUA RT'S EXTRA SUGAR HOUSE
b9 BYRUP, for sale by
delf E. M, BURTON.

quality, for sale b
a 20 DAVENPORT, ALLEN & CO.

b
l{l I;I:G BONDS—For u: 6 Sy

GIJNI’OWDBR TEA.—10 cases of superior
|

UCKWHEAT.—250 bage for sale b

‘ja 21 DAVENPORT, ALLEN & CO.
LANSTER.—80tons aflost, for sale

ju 15 DAVENPORT, ALLEN & CO.

IRE CARRIERS.—For ssleat .
F ja22 GINTER'S, 137 Main street.

12m o
Velazquez's Spanish Phrase Book. 18mo--38c,
OSEPH R. KEININGHAM is prepared 10
exrcute orders in every ment of Book
Binding and Blank Bouk manufscturing, His pa-
pers and blndh‘ materials are of the hutqunluﬁ
and he flatters himgelf bis long ce
him to speak with some con-
i chn:n‘t of his work. Mer-
chants, Clerks ourts, otbers can sup-
plied with books of any patternand style, at short
notice, and on moderate

RICHMOND, MONDAY MORNING, JANUARY 26, 1852
THE DAILY DISPATCH.]

From the Southern Era.
1 HAVE NO ONE TO LOVE ME NOW.
BY FINLEY JOHNSON.
I have no one to love me now,
All hearts are growing cold ;
Tempestous waves are rushiog on,
Across mz weary eoul,
+ No hand in kindness is outstretched,
No heart with Pity beats ;
Alone, “my God,” alone | stray
Along the empty streets.

I'have no one to love me now,
Lite’s storme upon me beat,
Aud thorns unnumber’d and untold,
Rise up beneath my feet.
No longer can I stem the tide,
The g:nving billows brave;
Then come, O, death, 1 welcome thee,
And pine but for the grave.
Utica, New York.
S S SRR R
From Chambers' Edinburgh Mag
THE MEDIOCRACY.
A man of genius was once sitting in a theatre
looking with wonder at the happy faces around

iR PR TR A G

The mediocracy do not Y
ticular class, but’,duy ilellzgeo':
of the respectubility of the people,
little active power, but their ive force is
immenge. They seldom trouble thengelves to
attack, but they are great in resistance ; and for
this reason few persous dare openly to
them, although many open a -«n,...ﬁ'. for
their indignation in contewpt and abuse. What
is Bloomerism but a public acknowledgment
of the might of the mediocracy—an lgmon
for carrying a change of measures through a
committee of the whole house? The ladies of
this faction are not satisfied with changing
their own measures: they must have the sanc-
tion, the homologntion, of the mediocracy.—
Without this they would consider their pro-
ceedings iliegal, and enjoy no rest of con-
science. It is even so in the matter of hats.—
Many persons are dissatisfied with the custom
we have of’ carr_vinﬁ an empty oblong bandbox
on our heads, and go about agitating fora
change of fashion. Why so?—why not please
yourselves, gentlemen? " Ah! that is all very
well ; but what would the mediocracy say 7—
Some time ago we received a communication
from several persons, proposing an association

to any par-
Fll body
hey have

him, and listening in perplexity to the sh
of laughter that echoed on all sides. 'I'he piece
was a poor mediocrity, the language tame, the
epigram pointless; and at length his surprise
merging in disgust, and that in testiness and
ill-humor, with a sweeping glance of angry su-
periority he left the house. Our man of génius
was not sorry for himself': he did not regret that
he could not be diverted like other people, but
was indignant with them for finding amusement
in what was weariness to him.

He would now pass the evening with a book.
It should be a book of recreation, for his mind
wanted unbending: a clever novel would be
better than a dull play. But how to choose ?
He was but little acquainted with that depart-
ment of literature, and he determined to take
extensive popularity as the test of merit. Cast-
ing his eye, therefore, along the shelves of the
circulating library, he fixed upon a spot where
the volumes were frailer and dingier in appear-
ance than elsewhere, and selected the frailest
and dingiest of them all. At home with his
prize, he sat down to be happy. But he was
not huppy. The book was commonplace. It
had no interest, no story, no fancy, no charac-
ter. He confounded the persone one with an-
other. They seemed to be always drinking
tea, and arguing about something or other—he
did not know what. They soon began to min-
gie and flit before his heavy eyes; their voices
sank into a drowsy monotone; his head droop-
ed lower and lower; and at length as his brow
rapped the table, he started up in renewed in-
dignation. But this time his anger was ‘sick-
lied o’er with the pale cast of thought! He
looked curiously at the toru and stained leaves,
the folded corners—tokens of the patiept inter-
est which would take the next opportunity of
returning to a labor of love—the hali-obliterated
traces of some critical pencil, expressive of dis-
sent or admiration. He calculated in imagi-
nation the number of perusals it had taken to
change permanently the very color of the pa-
per. Then a vision rose before him of the thea-
tre he had left, with its merry faces and ap-
plauding voices; and his disdain began to give
way before an oppressive sense of magnitude
and multitude.

But he must spend his evening somehow,
for he had resolved against work; and taking
his crush-hat out of its box, and elongating it
to the orithodox figure, he set forth for one of
the drawing-rooms to which he had the entree
Here the lights, the colors, the motion, the fair
faces, the graceful forms, reassured him; and he
drew neur to group after group, that the buzz
of voices mightresolve for his gratification into
articulate dialogue. Butwhatdislogue? With-
out thought, without spirit, without substance
~more pointless than the play, tamer than the
novel, and minus the grace of manner which
pleaded for the one, and the elegance of lan-
guage which concealed the poverty of the oth-
er, it seemed the very quintessence of common-
place. In cne or two corners a question of
literary or social interest was discussed ; but
these corners were avoided by the throng, who
listened with the most animated attention to
platitudes which, if turned into print, could
hardly have amused even the most devoted
novel reader. The philosophical cbserver, how-
ever, was no longer indignant; his disdain was
lost ina kind ofawe, as the audience at the play,
the countless readers of the book, and the bril-
liant assembly before him, all met and mingled
in a single body, which seewed to overwhelm
and crush him with its vastness. ‘l was wiong,’
said he, communing with himself] as he elon-
gated lus hat again to go out into the street :
‘my contempt arose from ignorance—my indig
nation from weakness; the Mediocracy is a
great power, which can neither be wounded by
the one nor intimidated by the other.’

He was right. *Mediocre’ and ‘common-
place,’ used as terms of contempt, are meaning-
less when applied to the great body of the age.
Beneath this body the lower intelligences in-
dicate imperfect beings approaching gradually
the standard : above it, the higher intelligen-
ces are merely a few offshoots thrown out into
the future—the pioneers and forlorn hopes of
the present. It is on the main body genius de-
pends for nourishmentand reward. When ge-
uius says it speaks to the future, it means the
future of the present commonplace generation;
for this generation is the parent of everything
that will be excellent and glorious in the com-
ing time. Let not genius suppose itself to be
anything independentor self existing ; for it de-
rives its origin, force, and authority from the
commonplace mass it affects to despise. Na-
poleon was literally, what he has been called
in another sense, ‘the man of the age;’ for if
the thought which governed his career had not
existed, though without form and void, in the
French mind, he would have been but a stun-
ted corporal after all. Scott eould not of him-
gelf have brought about a revolution in ro-
mance ; for unless the public taste had been in
a state of preparation, he would have written
invain. Genius, in short, must be en rapport
with the time it addresses, or its electric lorce
will have no effect.

This explains the reason why commonplace
literature pleases commonplace readers, and
why commonplage people are in their elgmenl
in commonplace company. If you desize an
ignorant man to choose between a book of sci-
ence and a novel, his choice will fall upon the
novel, because that belongs 10 a species of lite-
rature he comprehends. He can feel an inter-
est in persons and personal adventures, which
does not seem to him to attach to reasonings
and experiments ; and, in like manner, if the
novel developes some high principle, or is en-
riched with profound thought, he will willing-
ly exchange it for another better adapted to
the calibre of a commonplace mind. So, in
compun,y, like affecis like. A commonplace
man wiil always bave the majority in his fa-
vor. We do not listen to a celebri.y because
we are interested in what he says. If that
were written in a book, we of the mediocracy
would not cut the leaves; but hearing it from
the man himself viva voce, we take itas a part
of the show. When the star of the evening has
dieappeared, then our true
and that consists in
sentiments with our ¢
what we have seen and
buzz that runs through
b‘en of applause, but of bu
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of strong led brethren who were to combine
for the purpose of letting the beard grow. It
was supposed that the extraordinary counte-
nance these hirsute conspirators would show
to one another mi%hl make a favorable impres-
sion upon the public ; but there appeared to be
u timidity in their initiatory proceedings which
was not encouraging : ‘the missive came in the
form of a Round Robin.

In some nations mediocrity, as a power, is
stronger than in others; but China may be
pointed to as its grand stronghold. This flowe-
ry land is the centre of the world of common:
place. It has no ignoraut classes in one sense
of the word; all are educated up to a certain
point of mediocrity, and genius is kept down
by main force. “To surpass the standard
works of the language—standard two or three
thousand years ago—is an offence at law ; and
even if it were not so, the Celestinl mediocra-
cy would turn away with contempt from any-
thing that appeared to be different in thonght
or manner from their classics.” An emperor
desired to read a Chinese version of the New
Testament ; and having gratified his curiosity,
he returned it with the simple remark : ‘Itis
notclassical.” This was enough. The judg-
ment ran like wildfire through the country,
and a third part of mankind wagged their raits-
in triumph. The poor outside barbarians'—
I'heir great book resembled neither the She-
king, nor the He-king, nor the Shoe-king! A
great part of the literature of China consists
of novels and poetry. In the one, they repre=-
sent their own manners to the life, and are
never weary of contemplating the common-
place image: in the other, they illustrate their
own mind in_ all its happy destitution of
theughts and ideas. The schoolmaster pub-
lishes his verses by pasting them en the door
post; the cook glorifies his kitchen walls in the
same manner; all China writes verses; and a
conventional edict constitutes all verses poetry.

Among the western nations, the mediocracy
of England may be reckoned the strongest.—
Genius is more afraid of it than elsewhere;
and eccentricity does not show itself in public
lest it should be mobbed. It was not her mid-
dle classes, but her mediocracy, that saved
England in the late revolutionary year. The
mediocracy could not make out the genius of
Red Republicanism; and it is to the present
moment a standing puzzle with this common-
place body, how ignorance and crime are to
be enlightened and reformed by having the
government of the country and the fortunes of
the age intrusted to their discretion. Loyalty,
liberty, religion—these are the three “great
thoughts of the English mediocracy, who are
as abundantly satisfied as the Chinese can be
their with own She-king.

Itis a pity that there should exist any mis-
conception as to the power and vastness of the
mediocracy. ‘I'he struggles of genius are-
vain, its anger unphilosophical, its scorn ridi-
culous; and the fact is now so well known,
that m good society a man of genius is rarely
recognisable. Why should it be otherwise 7—
Would a visitor rash with an Indian war-
whoop into a roomful of Quakers, or get upon
the table and stand on his head to amuse the
company ; bat the presence of genius, though
not recognised, is felt; enlivening common-
place and elevating mediocrity, unconscious-
ly alike to itself and its neighbors. It is just
0 as regards literature. A book to be prospe-
rous must be ea rapport with the circle it ad-
dresses ; and it needs not be the less really ta-
lented for assuming such a garb as will letit
pass freely in the crowd. Trarquilitry and
modesty are notinconsistent with dignity, and
they are essential to permanent success. Ex-
travagance and pretension may meke people
stare for a time ; but not having the sympathy
of the mediocracy, they pass quickly into ob-
livion. This is the end of many works that
to the few appear to deserve a better fate ; and,
on the other hand, it points to the reason why
numerous productions, of no value whatever
in critical eyes, maintain a popular place for a
whole generation. Such 18 the power of the
Mediocracy ; and we humbly trast that in
these few remarks there will be found satisfac-
tory evidence of the homage we render it our-
selves.

ParrinGEs.—Messrs. Editors: I observe it
stated in a late paper that immense numbers
of Patridges have been found frozen in New
Jeisey during the recent severe weather.—
Within the last two daye, instead of any miti-
gation of this severity, a deeper snow and more
excessive cold have taken place: and what
with this killing rigor, and the numbers of
Patridges taken in traps during the snow,
the whole race of these excellent birds will
utterly perish, unless gentlemen in the coun-
try wiil take meusures to preserve as many as
they can through this season of unexampled
severity. I understand that there were wnot
much less than five hundred Patridges ex-
posed to sale at the Washington market last
Saturday, brought in by trappers and gun-
vers.—Nat. Int.

SKATING —Since the Dispatch mounted its
gkates” on Saturday, we hearfrom mfrie:;d of
the Norfolk Beacon that the Norfolkites have
taken to slides and fluted irons with equal hilari-

ousness and assiduity:

«Whitehead's pond has presented a seene of uui-
versal attraction for the two last aiternoons; we
have never seen the like before, ¢ven in the times
of good hard winters ““as used to be.” To say that
every bey in town was there, will not be thought
at 3 surprising ; but who will believe us when we
sdd that the ladies mustered as strong us the boys!
Yet so it was—and such racing, avd sliding, such
laughing and shrieking, has never been seen or
beard before in these paite, we are ready to de-

pose. The delighted, rosy-cheeked, well wrapped

up and graceful fdr on:nl“dded*:nd .‘:l:'mm
s C

own and any other g - » h’“' bngu"

d slid it from one to X

gnourh' was r..m:‘w.u nm@ bad a fiddler

been come-a'ible we should have

Virginia Legislature. .
SATURDAY, Jaa. 24,

: Senate.
An interesting debate occurred in the Senate
to-day, on « propesition 1o appoint a chaplain
to that body. It was finally determined to
hu-ve the daily seseions opened with prayet by
Winisters invited for the purpose. A number
of resolutions of inquiry were submitted and
appropriately referred, -
Heouse of Delegates.
Prayer by the Rev. My. Doggett.

ul-h'h.fm‘h P
ropertiiie e commitiee . of Roads, &c.

consiruet a rail . ‘
river, on State mnﬁ&? Cuvington to the Ohio

To increase thé capi
side’ Railroad Company, weg e the Soath-
name.

Increasing the capital stock
Gap Railroad Com:any, n:cd ;r‘;??d"
additional subscription on the partof

To authorise the O :
Railroud Comwpany to exiend tnon - sndris

10 exte; i
Ly'lx.;chburz. extend their road to.
0 appropriate the further f
to McAdamize the Norlbwen::nmkoons?w'm

To incorporate the Virginia Navigation C
i, g om=

_ Altering the charter of the Roanoke Naviga-
tion Company.

Increasing the capital stock of the Vircini
and Tennessee Railroad Company, and 'trom::
thorize the Board of Public Works to sub-
scribe, on behalf of the State, for three-fifths
of such increase,

To increase the capital stock of the O
and Alexandria Railroad Company, and 'x;':?-
thorise the Board of Public Warks to subscribe,
on behalf of the State, for three-fifths of such
increase.

Mr. Rives reported a bill to amend an aet
authorizing the appointment of an Agricultu-
ral Commissioner and Chemist, to supply the
omission referred to in the Governor’s message.

These bills received their first, and were or-
dered to a second reading.

Mr. Speed presented a memoriel of citizens
of Lynchburg, asking for instructions to the
State’s proxy to vote for a reduetion of tolls
on the James River and Kanawha Canal.

Mr. Speed aleo introduced a resolution in
favor of instructing the State’s proxy to vote
for said reduction of tolls, “according o the
recommendation of the committee appointed
to revise the tariff of tolls.”

Mr. S. also presented a petition from citie
zens of Lynbhburg, asking for an increase of
the capital stock of the Lynchburg and Dan-
ville Turnpike Road.

Mr. Robertson of Norfolk, introduced a re-
solution for establishing a tobacco inspection
in Norfolk.

The report of the ittee to r nd
the several parts of the new Constitution to
appropriate committees, was taken up and
adopted.

A resolution was introduced in favor of ex-
empting ministers of the Gospel from the pay-
ment of tolls on the public roads of the Com-
monwealth.

anassas
for an
State.

S —

“NoRTHERN ENCROACHMENT.— Whatever
difference of opinion may have heretofore ex-
isted among seme of our citizens as to the fact
of Northern aggression on the South, the ques-
tion was set at rest, beyond cavil or dispute,
on Tuesday last. On the morning of that
day, at early dawn, we were invaded by a
Northern snow storm—the first attack of the
kind that has been made upon us in the mem=
ory of the “oldest inhabitant.” The soow fell
to an average depth of half an inch, and por-
tions of it remained on the ground, in North-
ern exposures, till Thursday afternoon!—
There isno record, nor tradition, of such an
eventin the previous history of East Florida.
Some of the oldest inhabitants recollect.. og
one or two occarions, having seen a slight
sprinkle of snow, but not enough to whiten
the ground, and it passed off like a dream.—
But on this occasion we had an opportunity of
enjoying the delightful amusement of “snow-
balling,” and ladies, as fairas the snow itself,
joined heartily in an amusement, the opportu-
vity for which presents itself only once in a
century.—Jacksonville, Fla., News, 17th.

PorT oF NorFoLK.—The Norfolk Beacon
very properly calls attention to the advantages
of the Port of Norfolk at such a season as
this. All the northern harbors are blocked up
with ice, while that of Norfolk remains dpen.
There had been no cessation of arrivals from
sen there.

A Smip’s CrRew 1x DistrEss.—The Nor-
folk Beacon of Saturday says :

A telegraph despatch was received from
Baltimore on Thursday night, requesting a
firm in this city te send provisions up in.the
steamer Georgia for the passengers and crew
of the ship Flora McDonald, from Liverpool,
ice bound off Sharp’s Island, about 40 miles
below Annapolis. They are represented to be
ina starving condition.

it Sl
XTRAORDINARY ErfECT oF CoLD 1N NEW
ORELEANS —We were shown last evening, bya
merchant of this city, a piece of iron pnp:, e
an inch in thickness, which was broken ’d‘in
severe frost of Tuesday night. It u'g .l:}ild-‘
conveying water to the upper story of 8 b
ing in Gravier street, and the expnégon ¢ e
by the intense cold burst it open. ireums! -
ces of the same charscter are not unusalin
Novihern climates, but the bursting of a thick
iron pipe by frost in New Orleans, is an extra-
ordinary fact. The ice wes still remaining in
the pipe last evening. The oldest inhabitant
has never experienced such severe weather
here.~N. O. Picayune.

NosLe REPLY OF A Cincassiax Cuimr—“Sur.
render !” was the summons of General Rosen to
Humsad Bey, “surrender ! resistance ie in vain : the
hosts which 1 bring against you are n—horl"-u
the sauds on the seashore "~ “But my hosts,” was
the answer,” are likethe waves of the sea, which
wash away the sand 1”

N COLOGNE WATER.~Gen-
G'&?ﬁm‘a Cologne Water, from Jean

Marie I?nrl‘n. :h ‘:r own ‘warranted
superior, for y. 4
LADD & CO.
& FURCELL, LADD & m"




