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INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS
It is asserted that there lias been a very

great waste ofthe public money, in the prose-
cution of the Internal Improvements of the

State. We have no doubt that the statement
is correct; hot admitting it to be so, is t ia

any reason why the system should he a.»an on

*d 7 There have been, before now, repeated
instances of waste in the appropriations ma e

by Congress for almost every department of

thepublic service. There have been defalca-
tions in the Navy. Is that any reason why all

the ships of war should be dismantled, and

our commerce left without any protect.on ?-

There have been heavy failures in the Army.
Are we, on that account, to disband our small
military force?to let the grass take possession
of the immense works which were erected at

an enormous expense to protect oursea coast?

to turn over our frontier settlements to the ten-

der mercies of the savages ? There is no in-
stitution whatever, which is not liable to

abuse. There is no business, in private life,
which is not subject to losses, from neglect
and roguery. Are we, then, to abandon all
civil government, to give up all private indus-
try,because the possibility is, that the public
mayheilefrauded, or the individual robbed by
designing and unprincipled agents?

We hear much said about economy, in con-
nection with the proposal to cut short all the
public improvementsof the State. If it had
been determined before they were entered up-
on, that they were too expensive to be under-
taken, inasmuch as no money would have
been spent, there might have been some sha-
dow ofcommon sense in the plea. They who
might have offered it, would have had some
pretence to call it economy. And it would
have bwn oae kind of what is generally un-

derstood by that much abused word. It
would have been economy of the same kind
with that which induces a man to starve upon
a miserable poverty-stricken piece of lands
rather than expend enough money to buy a
few tons of guano, or a few bushels of clover
seed. It would have been economy of ihe same
character with that which has kept Virginia
eo long in the rear of her sister States. But
the option is no longer left us. Vast sums
have already been expended upon the works
as far as they have gone. Is it economy to let
them drop? To sacrifice the whole at one
fell swoop? To put an end to all possibility
ofever receiving any remuneration therefor ??

The farmer puts his corn crop in the ground.
He has to pay for making and mending his
ploughs and his hoes. He determines not to
have them mended, for he is bent on economis-
ing. He hashis money in his pocket, and he
regulates his conduct by the old maxim, that
"a bird in the hand is worth two in the bush."
His ploughs and his hoes soon become unfit
for service. He will not have them repaired,
and he loses his crop. Is that economy ? The
original proprietors of that immense body of
coal, known as the Midlothian mines, were en-
gaged two years in sinking their first shift, at
that time the deepest that had yet been sunk
in Virginia. The ait of mining had not then
been brought to its present degree ofefficien-
cy, (at least in this country,) and the progress
was not only alow, but exceedingly expensive.
At the distance of five hundred feet from the
surface, enormous sums had been expended,
and yet the coal had not been reached. They
knew it was there; but suppose, being fully
convinced of the fact, and convinced, moreover,
that if they could but reach it, their fortunes
were made, they had abandoned their works
at that stage, on the plea of saving money.?
The consequence would have been, that they
would have lost, without the hope of redemp-
tion, every cent they had already expended,
and v.ould have been laughed at by the whole
world. They persevered, and the result wa9,
that they were rewarded ten fold for what they
had spent.

Are not these instances, drawn from the oc-
currences ofevery day life, to the point ? We
think they aie, most decidedly. No rational
man at this day, can doubt that,if the Centra!
Railroad be carried to the Ohio, if the Virginia
and Tennessee joint improvements be pushed
to the Mississippi, if the Danville Railroad be
extended to the borders of North Carolina, and
be made to form the connection at Greens-
boro', if ihe James River Canal be placed in
communication with the streams which 6mpty
into the Ohio, if the South Side Railroad at-
tain its terminus at Lynchburg, if the Manas-
sas Gap Railioad tap the Baltimore and Ohio

improvement, the result must be the enriching
of our State to a degree almost incalculable.
It is impossible, indeed,not to know that such
must be the consequence, if we only look on
the effect which a western trade,comparative-
ly limited, has already had upon those States
which have secured it?upon Pennsylvania,
upon New York, upon Massachusetts. It
must be apparent, to every man who reflects
upon the immense capacities of the Mississip-
pi valley?upon the rapidity with which they
continue to be developed?upon the fact, that
jmmense as its resources are, as development
baa but begun?upon the cwiainty, that in
fifty years, it must, at the present rate of in-
crease, contain at least 30,000,000 of people
the population' of an immense empire. The
most narrow-minded anti-improvement man
that ever stood up for the policy and propriety
ofgoing to mill with corn in one end of the bag
?nd a big stone in the other, because forsooth
our fathera did ao before us, cannot but be

?reused to the suspicion that there must be
some great prospective benefit to be derived

from opening a communication with this coun-
try, when he sees States, long celebrated (or a
Correct appreciation ofwhat is likely to ad-
vance their interest, striving so hard to do it.?
Weil, then, we aak, should the Legialature
leave our improvements a dead 1 oss upon the
handsof the State, with a prospect ofremuner-
ation ao certain, will they have acted w itb one :
particle more of common sense, than would
have acted our friends of the original Midlo-
thian Company, had they stopped when thay
were within tw>.. ty feet of the coal, bccauas
lbey l.tJalreadj spent a ery heavy sum cf

money T Merchant, and tn.de.men have a

great deal more sense than this. I - «*d,tor

S. largelv indebted to them-if «hey believe

him to he honest, industrious, sagacious, and

of business habit?* they see a prospect of

hi . ri .i?g once more to his feet-they do not

break him down at once. By do.ng so, they
might get, perhaps, ten cents in the dollnr, and
might ccnsoie themselves with the old proverb
already quoted. But they are not, generally,
contented with less than the whole sum.?
They, therefore, not only allow him to go on,
but in many instances, even advance him mo-
ney, to continue his husiuess. If he be such a

man as we have described, they reap their re-
ward, and this we hold to be true economy, in
the enlightened acceptation of the term.

It has grieved U9 sorely, to hear revived, in
these latter days, the cry which wa3 raised
when Virginia first began to feel her way in
the march of improvement. Enlightened rep-
resentatives of enlightened constituencies tell
us, that the country lrom which they come
will not be benefitted by a particular improve-
ment, and therefore they vote against it. It
would be easy to show, that whatever adds to

the wealth «f a State, adds to the wealth of
every portion of it, even to its
But for this we have not space at We
w ill only observe, that this argument, ifpur-
sued to its legitimate consequences, would
have forbidden all improvement, in every part
of the world. In New York, for instance, the
inhabitants of Lawrence or Franklin might
have voted the Erie Canal a failure, because it
did not run through their country. But we
suspcct, very shrewdly, that they have long
since found out that it has been beneficial to
them as well as to those who live on the lihe,
though not in the same degre;. As for those
who live within reach of the improvements al-
ready begun, we have heard more than one of
them say that they already save, annually, in
the simple article of transportation, to say
nothing of the increased value of their lands,
more than they are likely to lose from any
addition to their taxes, even though those
taxes should be raised one hundred per
cent. When gentlemen refer to the increase
of taxes as oppressive, they should re-

member, that when the State shall have been
once in possession of the revenue which can-

not fail to accrue from the successful prosecu-
tion of the various enterprises already begun,
it will bfj in her power, as it will be her inter-
est and her duty, to reduce the taxes to the
lowest possible point.

We will close by saying that we are opposed
to appropriations foranv new work, until those
which have been commenced shall have been
entirely completed. And wewould again call
attention to the fact that they must stop where
they are, if legislative aid be not afforded them.
Ifthe present Legislature should not be will-
ing to grant the full sum necessary for their
completion, at least let them appropriate
enough to keep them in progress until the
meeting of the next. For Heaven's sake, let
them spare the State the disgrace of stopping
short in a carepr which has attracted the atten-
tion of the whole country, and of losing all it
has already expended.
THE VERA CRUZ AND ZACATULA

ROUTE
The New York Herald of Saturday, gives

us a piece ol information of which we were not
previously in possession. It is, that Messrs.
Draper and Ramsay, who have secured the
right of way from Vera Cruz to the Pacific
Ocean for fif'een year3, with the exclusive
privilege of carrying the foreign mails across
the Republic ofMexico, and have obtained an
act of incorporation from the Legislature of
New York, are now engaged in placing coach-
es upon the route, for overland transportation
to the Zacatula river, from the city of Vera
Cruz. This river empties into the Pacific, five
orsix hundred miles above Tehuantepec. The
Herald adds, that steamers will immediately
be placed on both sides of the route, and that
by it, passengers from New York will be en-
abled to reach San Francisco in fifteen or six-
teen days. The shortest route has hitherto
been by Panama, and the shortest passage, at
least 25 days.

This is the route which Captuin Levy was
supposed to favor, when he exerted his influ-
ence to thwart the views of the Tehuantepec
Company.

ELOPEMENT EXTRAORDINARY.
On Friday last, in the city of New York, an indi-

vidual whose name is given as Dr. Andrew Ploom-
er, of Brighton, England, was brought before May-
or Kingsland, on the complaint ol Col. T. A. How-
ard, of the British army, who charged him with
having defrauded him of £ 1900 sterling (about
$9000). The Doctor and the Colonel beiag inti-
mate friends, the latter was prevailed on to deposit
the sum specified in a bank of which the former was
the proprietor, while he was absent on a pleasure
tour to Bologna. He had scarcely turned his back,
however, when the Doctor eloped, with a young
girl of 19, a Miss Emma Tatterson, and carrying
with him the £lS)oo,arrived in New York in the Ni

agara, and took irdgings at the Irving House. The
Colonel followed close behind, in the Europa, ar,d
finding that the fugitives were,at that time, inmates
of the Irving House, procured a warrant and had
the gentleman sppreht tided. He behaved with
great coolness, and when the Colonel asked bins to
giv. him his money replied that he had no money
of his, that habad on one occasion, lent him some,
but that it was all gone. The victim of his arts ap
peared in court, manifested the greatest devo-
tion to him. A letter tic m her parents was read
imploring her to return, and promising forgiveness
tor all that had happened, but sheevinced the most
obstinate determination not to be separated from
h»r paramour. Tbiy embraced when he was or-
dered to prison.

Ploomer has left a wife and children behind him.
A letter from the formerwas read, in which she
implores him to return, and not to overwhelm his
unoffending children with unmerited disgrace
We hope the scoundrel will be dealt with as se-
verely as the laws of England will allow. For the
present he ia imprisoned only in a civil action,brought by Col. Howatd to recover his money.?Hanging is vastly too good for him.

Mr. Webster.?The accident to Mr. Web-
ster, by being thrown from a carriage near
Marshfield, it is supposed will not result seri.
ously. A rumor reached Boston on Saturday
morning that he was fatally injured, which
caused intense excitement, but subsequent ac-
counts relieved the apprehension.

Gtpsiks.?A gang of gypsies have been ar-
rested in Alexandria, having in their posses
\u25a0ion a quantity of goods and a considerable
sum ofmoney.

LOCAL MATTERS.
Public NntnoiT th*Cii* Hall Pursu-

ant toa notice, placarded in the public place, of re-

.ortin our city, several hundredof our moat pro-
minent and influential citizen. as»emblod in the
City Hall at five in lieu of fight o'clock, yesterday
evening, for the purpose of adopting resolution,
condemnatory of thediaorderly conduct of certiun

person. that gathered late on Friday evening
around the Governor 's house.

On motion of Mr. R. G. Scott, General Bernard
Peyton w>B elected President, and J. W. Lewel
len, Secretary.

Mr Scott then made a few remarks in al-
lusion to the object of the meeting, and stated that
a preamble and resolutions with regard to it had just

been adopted at the regular monthly meeting of the
City Council, which he would beg leave to present
before they proceeded to further action. They
were then rend, as lollowe :

The Council of the city of Richmond have
learned that in the ense of a slave,sentenced to
death by the Court of Hustings of thia city, for
killing an overseer, the Governor ordered a
commutation of the punishment by directing
him to be transported beyond the limits of the
United States ; that on the night of the 7th in-
stant, there was a meeting at the City Hall of
some of the citizens, who disapproved the
commutation ; and that after the meeting ad-
journed, there was, on the same night, a tu-
multuous assemblage at or near the Gover-
nor's house. Whatever room there may be for
difference (?f opinion in regard to the proprie-
ty of the Executive action in this case, we
have no reason to doubt that the act com-
plained of was done by the Governor in the
conscientious discharge of his duties, it cer-
tainly was done in the exercise of powers con-
ferred on him by the constitution and the
laws. If for such an act it was the object of
any of the assemblage to offer indignity to the
Chief Magistrate of the Commonwealth, or his
family, we cannot too strongly express our
disapprobation of such conduct. The right of
the people, peaceably to assemble at their
Town Hall, and express their opinion as to
the exercise of the Executive power in this
particular case, is unquestionable. But what-
ever might be their opinion in regard to its
exercise, there can be no justification for the
breach of good order on the grounds attached
to the Executive mansion.

Under the ordinances ofthe city, it is the du-
ty of the whole of the Police to endeavor to
preserve the good order and peace thereof,
and secure its inhabitants from personal vio-
lence, and their property from loss or injury ;

and the Mayor has a general superintendence
and control over that Police.

Under the law of the State, it was his duty,
as a Justice of the Peace, to go among or near
to any persons riotously or tumultuously as-
sembled, and in the name of the law command
them to disperse, and it they did not thereupon
immediately and peaceably disperse, he should
have commanded the assistance of al
present, and of the Sergeant of the Corpora-
tion, with his posse, if need be, and if further
aid was wanting, the Sergeant might have re-
quired it from the Commandant of the regi-
ment.

In respect to the manner in which the duties
of the Mayor were performed on this occasion,
we have not the benefit of any written commu-
nication from him. From such information as
we have received otherwise, we are well satis-
fied that the civil power was abundantly suffi-
cient to suppress the assemblage ; and we are
pleased that the assemblage terminated with-
out any act of violence to the person of any
one, and without its being found necessary to
call in the aid of the military. Whether or no
it was terminated as promptly as it should
have been, is a matter about which there may
be room for difference of opinion, and in res-
pect to which it sscms to us proper to have
further and more exact information. Under
these circumstances, Resolved, as follows :

1. That the Council are unwilling to be-
believe that any citizen of this city would of-
fer, or desire personal violence to the Chief
Magistrate of this Common wealth, and deeply
regret that there should have been any assem-
blage atorneartift Governor's house which
had the appearance of being intended to offer
indignity to him, or was calculated to annoy
hi*n or his family.

2. That the Mayor be requested to furnish,
in writing, to the Committee of Police a de-
tailed statement of what was done by him or
others, on the night of the 7th inst., at or near
the Governor's h 'Use, and that the said Com-
mittee, after receiving such statement and ob-
taining any further information in theirpower,
recommend to the Council such measures as
in their opinion may be proper to adopt.

3. That good order preserved in
the city, and to that end the Council will exert
its powers and require the officers subject to
its control to performtheir duties.

Mr. Soott then moved the adoption of a resolu
t;cn approving of the proceedings of the Council

Mr. Ua*c A. Goddin believed that 99 outof every
hundred of the citizens of Richmond would ap-
prove and stand by these resolutions; nevertheless
he would prefer, before theytook action, that there
should be a more general meeting of the citizens,
which could only We had by a more extended notice
of the time of meeting. The time had been altered
t j 5 o'clock and thus hundreds would come at the
regularhour and be disoppointed in their expec
tations and perhaps affronted. He preferred that
they adjourn to meet at 4 o'clock to-morrow even
ing,or later if necessary.

Mr. Macfarland desired immediate disapproval
of the conduct of the tumultuous assemblage at
the Governor's house, Friday night. If other citi-
zens came at night to hold a meeting they could
endorse their present action. Numbers had come
in and the meeting hsd now become a very large
one.

Mr. Goddin then, by request, waived his sugges
ted adjournment. The question then recurred up-
on Mr. Scott's resolution endorsing the proceed-
iugs of the Council.

Mr. Mayo th-;n rose and stated that he would free-
ly endorse the proceedings of the Council if they
simply condemned the disorderly conduct at the
Governor's house, Friday night Ue advocated in
the most earnest manner the right of the people to
assemble peaceably and express their opinions of
the acts of a public functionary, and emphatically
declared that he would in no wise consent to cast
any stigma upon that meeting. The conduct of a
number of turbulent bays at the Governor's house
he would condemn in the strongest terms, and
would punish With the utmostrigor of the law.

Messrs. Bouldin and Grattan expressed views cor-
roborative of the sentiments of Mr. M., and cen-
sured the hasty action of the House of Delegates,
onSaturday, bearing testimony, however, to the
temperate course of the Senate on yesterday, in
the matter.

Mr. Scott expressed himself in favorof the freest
public discussion, and desired a marked disappro"
bation of the disorderly conduct at the Govern-
or's house.

Mr. Mayo adverted to his action that day in call-
ing the attention of the Grand Jury to the disorder
?desired the rowdy characters to be punished,and
testified to the active exertions of the Mayor in dis-
persing the mob of noisy boys.

The retolution endorsing the proceedings of theCouncil was then adopted unanimously.Mr. R G. Scott then said that as they had ap.proved of the proceedings of the Council on thesubject,he thought they should give utterance totheiriown sentiments, and would offer foradootion
the following:

W he>iesF, This meeting hav* learned that a num-ber ot pets ns did. onthe night of the 7th inst, pro-
ceed, in a tumultuous manner. Into the yard andgrounds about teeresidence of the Chief Magistrate

of the Bute, and did there behaveia ? disorderly
and Improper manner-utteringthreat* and tonus
of them abusive language towards the Governor,
and In the hearingof his family, consisting in part
of female*? , . ? , , .

Retolved, That this meeting, foritaelf and in be-
half of a vaat majority of the good people of thia
city, doth declare itaatcided and unmitigated con-
demnation of all who concurred in the disorderly
and riotous conduct above allude! to ; and they en-
tertain the confldeot hopeand expectation that the
civil authorities of our city, heretofore so remarka-
ble for its good order and respect for the laws of
our couatry, will adopt efficient measures for pre-
venting the recurrence of such scenes.

Mr. S. was of opinion that tbis preamble and re-
solution expressed the general opinion of our citi-
zens.

Mr. Mayo did not wish that even implied censure
should be cast upon the regularand peaceablemeet-
ing Friday night, and would offer the following
amendment to Mr. Scott's propositions;

But tbis meeting does not mean to declare that
the meeting assembled here on Friday last
was a mob, or that that meeting assembled for any
purpose oi creating a row or anuproar; but to ex-
ercise their 'undoubted right of expressing their
opinions freely upon the public acta of a public
fUcctionary. Mr. Scott accepted the amendment.

Mr. Powhatan Roberta in a few earnest remarks
offered the following substitute for the pending
propositions.

Resolved, By this meeting, that while we con-
demn theriotous or tumultuous assemblage at the
Executive's house on Friday night, the7th inst., ye.
we see nothing in the meeting ofthe people at ihis
Hail on that night, to disapprove or condemn.

A long debate ensued which we are obliged to
omit.

Mr. Lyonsdeclared that he had heard of nothing
to indicate that there had been a mob on Fri-
day liight?would not cast an unnecessary stigma
on Richmond, and trusted as they had endorsed the
action af the council, which was all Uatwas neces-

sary at present, that the meeting would adjourn.?
There was some opposition manifested to this
proposition, and a motion to adjourn wai put and
lost.

Mr. Shelton then read someresolutions justifying
the right of the people publicaly to assemble and
discuss the conduct of their tfficers ?and condemn-
atory of mob action. He endeavored to support
his resolutions in a speech, which was summarily
closed by the voice of the people.

Dr. P. C. Gooch then moved to lay all the resolu-
tions on the table, and read substitute resolutions
which he would offer if his motion prevailed.

The motion to lay on the table was carried.
Dr. Gooch then offered the following resolu-

tions :

Resolved. 1 st, That the citizens of Richmond de-
precate and denounce all riots, mobs and disorder-
ly assemblages, and they feel confident that no act
will be or has been committed which can ttamp
upon the city the stigma of a mob.

Resolved, 2nd, That this people, or any portion of
them, havethe right at all times to meet and to ex-
press their opinions on any subject, but that the
citizen?, or those participating in such meeting,
ought not to be held responsible ior any riotious
proceedings which may be committed by a eeperate
or distinct crowd.

Adopted bya large majority.
On motion of Dr.G., the meeting tLen adjourned

atß o'clock, after a mustexciting and fatiguing ses-
sion.

The Hustings CoCkt.? Commencement of
the Quarterly Session.? The Common-
wealth's Attorney's Charge to the Grand In-
quest concerning Violations of Law, Riots,
SfC.?The quarterly term of this Court com-
menced on yesterday. Present,?Recorder
Pulliani and Aldermen Bray, VVingfield,
Cowles, Inloes and Evans. The Grand Jury
were first called and sworn. Mr. Joseph Mayo,
Attorney for the Commonwealth, then rose
and delivered to the Grand Jury the following
impressive charge :

/If the Court please, gentlemenof the Grand Jury,
you know that 1 am not in the habit of unne-
cessarily detainingyou?but have allowed you
to retire from th; s bar taking such indictments as I
have prepared foryou. without scarcely any com-
ment whattverupon the law. I have done this,
gentlemen, because I Believed from your forme'r
practise in this court and attendance upon it as a
grand inquest of the State, that you were as famil-
iar with the ordinary duties of your office as 1 was
myself. I beg pardon, then, gentlemen, for not
permittingyou tc retire as of old from this court?
without tailingsome little trouble upon myself in
givingyou the charge of the penal ftiws of the
Stnte.

There are matters of offence, gentlemen, com-
mitted in this city, i have reason to believe?al-
though there is no evidence directly here?that 1
ought to call the attention of this Grand Jury to?
at d if you think there is any reason to believe that
such matters of offence have been committed?the
law has vested in you the due exercise of certain
extraordinary powers,and theirproper use impose <

upon you the duty diligently to enquire into the
moral condition of this town?1 mean the moral
condition so far as violation of public law is con-
cerned?and bring the offenders whomsoever he or
they may be, to the bar of public justice. There
have been offences committed in this city of the
highest character, yet somehow or other the offen-
ders have escaped justice. It must be within the
recollection and knowledgeof us all that in the
noon-tide of day almost, a murder was committed
in one 02 our nii>st puLlia streets, yet notwith-
standingthe vigilant exertions ol the police, the
murderer or murderers have not been brought to
justice. I think it is proper that you ehouid take
notice of this matter, for wheresoever the offender
may be he is amenaole to i§w and maybe demand-
ed by our State governmentand set to this bar.

if there is any one feature of the criminal law
of this Commonwealth that ought to be observed
that is worthy of preserving?it is that beautiful
feature in it that makes no distinction between
persons and puts every one who offends against the
law upon the same platform?leaking no compro-
mise with crime, but demanding that the offender
shall be brought here for trial if the offence was
committed within the jurisdictionof this court.?
You have no authority and certainly I have none,
because the law will cot authorise it?to palliate,
compromit or compromise any violation of the
law. You are, gentlemen,emphatically the grai.d
conservators of the morals of this community f rom
the highest crime known to your penal law down
to the lowest?and being selected from the bodj of
the people of this city because supposed to h'-ar of
these transactions cut of doers, you are assem
bled in this court room this morning to examine
diligentlymd enquire thoroughly into these mat-
ters of offence. You have not merely to act upon
the indictments which I send to you?but to en
quire into the mora! condition of this town, and
if you desire it, by the process of this court, if an
individual is within the confines of this Common-
wealth, no matter who or where he is?you have a
right to demand his presence here to give testimo-
ny against any offender. 1 ask you, men. to exer
cise fully upon this occasion all the power with
which the 'aw has investedyou in the discharge of
your dufy. Your criminal jurisdiction extends so
tar as offencesjareconcerned?frdm the highestfelo-
ny-and under our law to treason?down to the
lowest petty misdemeanor?for the commission of
which the Legislature has thought proper to im-
pose a flu» of even ti.OO. You have therefore the
whole criminal law of the State befure you, and in
the exercise of your impartial Judgment 1 would
invoke you to enquire whether those laws have
been carried out, Ytear territoritl jurisdiction,
t«utI unMu of the jury, extends not only uver the

btdf of tbis city, but one mile aroaod and about
the corporate limits of the cityon tb« north side of
the Jamesriver, and to the low water mark on the
other side.

I will now call your attention to some things

which the legislature has thought proper to say
should be particularly given you in charge?simply
remarking, ere I come to their suggestions, that
there is another crime committed in this city that
ought to be i lvestigated?and if there be any
doubt'about it the evidence is at hand here, and it
may be that more than one party has sought to es-

cape justiceby fleeing from the city and hiding in

the county Gentlemen, the crime of forgery isnot
without existence in this corporation-

But I am instructed by the Legislative authorities
of your State to call your attention to the garn'ng
laws of the State,and it is your duty to enquire into
any infraction of these laws. Gambling at any
public plsce whatever, and for anything or nothing

is a violation of the law. To lose or win sums over
#20 at any private place at any time is a violation ol

of one these laws. The exhibition of faro l ank is a

virlation of these laws. Itis foryoa to enquire into
these things and I do not think it necessary to.stand
here as amoralist and discourse you upon the ef-
fects, the painful effects, of gambling anywhere.

I am required to bring toyour attention what are
commonlyfcalled the tipplinglaws. Tipplinghouses

as 1 havehad occasion to say before, >re often the
scenes of violation of law in the act of selling
liquor itself; at them also quarrels often commence
and blood is shed and affrays take place that result
in murder ; and of such houses I ask your particu-
larattention and reprobation.

Again, gentlemen of thejury.itis made my duty
by the law of tbe Commonwealth to call your at-
tention to the law that prohibits passingor receiv-
ing bank notes of a less denomination than five
dollars. Ido this because if tbe House of Dele-
gates pass any law that U constitutional it is my
duty to present it to jou, the Grand Inquest of the
communiry, and therefore I call your attention di-
rectly to the fact that it is a violation of the penal
laws of the State to pass or receive bank notes of
a less denomination than five dollars.

I would also direst your attention to the slave
laws, and I might detain you until night by enum-
erating a list of enactments of a minor grade, but
have often urged tpon you these laws, and I feel
assured that by this time you are thoroughlycon-
versant with them. Isimply direct your considera-
tion to them specially.

Gentlemen of the Jury, besides the statute law of
this State, there is another law which y iu are just
as much bound to enforce, and to have executed in
bringing offenders against it to justice, as the statute
law itself?it is the common law of the land, and
among the common law offences which are punish-
able to a certain degree by the new Code, are
houses oi ill-fame. You have not only a right, but
it is your duty in tbis respect to inquire into the
condition of the city?not only with respect to
houses of ill-fame, but to persons of ill-fame, and
such as are amenable to the criminal justice of the
country. (Mr. M. further referred to the duty of
the jury to enquire whether the action of any of
these places or persons tended to corrupt the
morals of the <aty ; also, in view of the approaching
sickly season, to investigate the faithfulness of the
health and police officers in the discharge of their-
respective duties?and to present all nuisances and
street obstructions. Upon this last point he re-
marked that he thought it strange that there should
be reported to the publicat large sc me 2 or 300 of
these obstructions, and that thus there should be the
same number of nuisaiicea existing in the streets ?

and he urged the duty of strict enquiry upon the in-
quest in this respect. He then proceeded.)

Gentlemen of the Jury,it is proper forme,as I am
here as part and parcel of the executive of the
State?for every Commonwealth's Attorney is an
executive officer of this commonwealth?to present
to youall the laws of the commonwealth fuliy and
impartially, and I now call your attention, as lam
bjuud to cali your attention, and as it is riabt that I
should?to what is the law concerning "riots, routs
and unlawful assemblages." And lest I might say
something that is not law, T present to you what
the established law authorities call 'riots, routs and
unlawful aseemblages." (Mr M. here read the law
setting forth the character acd punishmentof un-
lawful assemblages.)

I call your attention, gentlemen of the Grand
Jury, at tbi9 particular period, especially to thii
subject. My reason for doing it is, that there has
been a violation ol'the general law ot this common,
wealth upon this subject, and that you should act
upon it; and although I am perfectly aware tha1
it is not your wish to escape any £uty devolving
upon you?yet you will not escape, you could not
escape it while I stand here apublicfunctionary, for
I never will permit any cffecce or any violation of
any law which I think proper should go to you,
to escape me. You know to what 1 allude, and as
the law-officer of this court, gentlemenof the Grand
Jury, 1 mean to gono further than to chargeyou
with the distinct peual laws of the State.

In connection with this subject,I wiil refer you
again to what I said a little while ago, in regard to
the sworn execution of duty required of all the
officers of this city and commonwealth, and im-
press upon your minds -enewedly, the fact that if
any officerof the State has been guilty of any vi-
olation ol ih-j penal law of this commonwealth, he
is of all men in the State, the very man upon whom
ehouid be visited the criminal justice of the
county, and he should be arraigned here to
atone for his offeree. If there beany class ofpersons who ought to be dragged fo-th to public
exposure and punishment for a violation of the
penal law of the State, it is that class who, knotting
what the iau> is, deliberately violates it. 1 oeg your
earnest attention to this subject, and be the offender
whom he may?whether in the highest or the low-
est rank?bring him htre. I wiil here read to you
the statute or. the subject ofriots, ;n order that you
may have the whole law relating to it, before you.
[The law was here read defining unlawful assem
b'.ages, riots, and routs, which at common law are
punishable by tines ard imprisonment. Mr. Mcited from the fourth volume of Burns onthedu
ties and authorities of Justices of the Peace, and
the Revised Code. 1

These laws that I hare reai, gent emeo of ihe
Grand Jury, are laws of this commonwealth; and 1
chose to read them to you to call your attention
to them emphatically?and a»c your diligent en.
qairy into the subject, aiad to brii.g ull offenders
against these laws into this court. You have seen,
or perhaps heard, some of you, enough to know
whar Iallude to; and I invoke again the recollection
ot this portion of your duty, and to diligently en
quire into these things, and let llae public will em-
bodied in the Code, be visited upen these offend
ers. Bring him up ; have him here.

Gentlemen of the Grand Jury, it is a violation of
the law of this commonwealth toaasault and beat
any one. The least 'aying of the hand upon anoth
er with an angry purpose, however slight, is an as-
sault and battery,and the kicking ef an individual-I use the phrase in order that you may understand what 1 allude to t* a gross vloiatiob of thepenal law ofthis State. J ask your particular attorn-tlon to any such off-no* that may have come underthe pablic nolice Mr. M. then called the attentionol the inquest to the mode of receiving testimonyand they ratired to the:r roomsThe court was further o:cup:ed in the transaetioo of «ivt; ousirtias. -

If learn that a 3'hv« employed in thetobacco factory of Atkinson & Mayoyesterday rooming teeimej and treated withujutli violence an overseerin the eatubliahownt

Fire.?A fire occurred, between two andthree o'clock, this morning, in the upper part
of the city, but its distance from the office and
the lateness of the hoar presented our ascer-
taining any particulars.

Anniversary or the Bum.?This an-
cient and honored company held their 59th an-
niversary, yesterday, at Buchanan's Spring,?
As usual, on that day, they shot for the medal.
It was won by Mr. G. Krischman, an honora-ry member, and, it is said, one of the best and
most faithful soldiers that ever belonged to th»
company. We had the pleasure of dining withthem, and shall give some account of their pro-
ceedings to morrow.

The Pistol Gallery.?The gallery ,»
still kept open by Mr. Hudson, his partner,
Mr. Ottignon, having left for New Vork. Mr
Hudson will continue this week. The amuse-
ment which he holds oat is very agreeable and
very harmless.

Roses and Evergreens at Auction We
take pleasure in calling the attention of oar
readers to the auction sale at 10 o'clock this
morning, of a splended collection of Hoses
ie.c. They will be sold by G. J. Sumner!
Auctioneer, at the room over the Methodist
Book conceru in the rear of H. Exall's office.

Mr. McDonald amdthe Mob It is now
generally understood that neither did the mobrun agninßt Mr. McDonald Satuiday night norMr. McD. run against the mob. So the mob
is free ol that sin. Now what was it that joust-
ed Mr. McD.? We ask for a committee of en-
quiry ! Now that Billy Patterson is dropped,
we substitute the cry 'who hit Mr. McDonald?'

FF3 The Galled Jade Winces."? Thesuo-Editor of the Times is out again with one ofhit seurilouß art ties, directed againstthe " Bui'derof Fine Houses," (this appellation we do not object
to ;) but we submit to his "good people of Rich-mond" whether a more disgraceful, dastardlycontemptible effort was ever made by the lowestcreature that was ever allowed to write for a news-paper, than this effort of this picayune teould-bt Ed-itor To fix upon metheblame of the unfortunateaccident by which two men were killed at the cor-nerof Main and 12th streets, whist digsine o»t thefoundation fcurteen months ago. Theloufmalign',
ty of this charge will be fixed on him, where Cain'smark was; and if he had his justdeserts, he wouldbe turned out to wander like Cain over the face ofthe earth, &.c, &c. If the poor fellow thinks tobuild up a reputation for himself, he had better takesomeother method thar. by trying to injure othersI suppose he would have the Basin and Dock fencedin lor fear some poor inebriate might fall Oslothem ; and all the old buildingsin the city stand asthey are, for fear if they were pulled down, hewould get dust in his eyes. We will not follow him'through the rest of his disgraceful article; it is likehimself,not worth our further noti e

THE BUILDER OF FINE HOt'SES.my 11?It
ty Crowd* of .Ladies throng onrRooms for the superior and splendidstyle ot Da-guerreotypes taken by the elegant patent process,

which is, no doubt, the greatest improvement ever
discovered in this most Beautiful branch ol science.
Our Pictures are acknowledgedby the public andpress to be the most beautiful and life like portraitstaken in the country. Price* very low indeed fora superior picture.

Rights for sale for any part of Virginia excepting
Norfolk aad Richmond. MOULSON'S

Patent Process Daguerrean Gallery,
tny 11 No. 110Main street.

[y Richmond, 10th .Hay, IS-V-i.?Tothe Editors of the Dispatch.?Gevtlems.v: Per-
mit me, through the columns of y jur piper, to con-tradict a report that I solicited signatures to the pe-tition for the pardon of the negro. Jordftn Hatcher.I knew nothingof the petition whatever, and only
learned that tie man was pardoned from tie an-
nouncementin your journal.

1 ours, respectfully,
my 11?It S. L. PELLET.

L ATTENTION!pi MONTGOMERY GUARD.M Attend a meeting of your Companyat Milita-
J»ry Hall This (Tuesday) Evening, at 8 o'clock.A full attendance is required, as business of impor-

tance will be brought before the meeting. Bj order
ol the Captain.

my 11?It JOHN McDONALD, O S.
WANTED, u young MAN, wao can furnish a

small capital, to entera largely profitable, per-
manent wid respectab'e business. 1 o an acceptable,
active and intelligent man, a very extraordinary in-
come may be safely promi-:ed. Particulars at an
interview, which will be immediately necessary ?

Address T. H , Post Office, as early as possible to-
day. The answers to the communicaticns will be
deposited atthePost Office by 1 o'cictk.

my 11 It*

WANTED.?A Young Man, aged about 16, of
good moral character, 3!eady habits, and a

fair penman, wili hear of a permanentand pleaiact
situation by applying mmed:ately to PRATT Sc
GETfY, 63 Main street, up stairs." my 11?:it*

A GOOD BLACKSMITH WANTED.?Iwish to employ a good BLACKSMITH, and
will pay high wages for onv. I have ret owfd a
journeymantwo weeks waees since 1 eommsnced
business, so have no f# irs about gettioe paid

E. H. ROPE St, 9th street.
my 11?3t* Between Main anil Franklin.

TWO Families and six Gentleman cen beaccom-
A modated with BOARD at No £ Governor st.
my 11?2t*

FOUND, on Sunday last, a (ioid BRACELET,
which the owner can have by describing the

same and paying charges. Applv a! this office.
my 11 ?H* r

_____

about three weeks since, somewhere in
the iower part of the city, my Free Paper*,

in a black Porte Monaiaa. The findjr will receive
a reward of $1 by loving the same at this office.

OCTAVIUS W WiNGFIELD,
my 11?It* Free Man cf Color.m- FOR RENT?A small Tenement n Gam

ble's Hill, containing four rooms Apply to
P. M TAPB «i SON,

my 11?taw4t Cffice on Gaverror street
frOR SALE, an ex -elltnt second

hand one-horse CARRIAGE and HAK-
IN h.-S, both city made und ingood oru<* \ cash price
8)50. Apply to J II BTUOBIA or LEWIS HILL,
13th street- my 7?lt
ZJ/MmSL-. MORE PIANO*.?P H TAV-

has ju-t received a further
T ES?lWfUl ,P'y of Nuun's it Clark's superior

II " \u25a0 II "Pianos, atLis Pi«Dt>and Mas>cStore,
my 11 160 Main

KOSSUTH
GREAT BARGAINS MAY BK *Ap«
AT THE STORE NO. MAIN 8T-
& HOYKR dt CO. intendingto dissolve

partnership, offer lor sa-e at low prices
J. their splend.d assortment ol German.

and American i'-mlty, sttcn as
Ear Rings and Broaches, Finger King* *nd Charms,
all entirely new pattern* ; Bracelet*, and all other
kinds of JEWELRY, too many to mention
AUo, splendid new aitides of imitation mi*
Ware. »ueh as Kuives. F >rk», i'abie aad »

Spoons, Candlesticks «nu Waiters, Ac ; aito 1

and Silver Watches, French and Yanked t-o*. ?

and a great variety of fancy articles.
Ail in want really food and beautiful *r ®®j

are respectfully invited to give usaca». * s
chance is also otiered by this sale to coun *rJ
chants, as they will buy everyth-«g ??

anywhere else. ">t u~ :< "
?

LI J18.?500 ouki freah Virgin* Liiu«.
lauding, for sale. The .upt-nontyol th" L?

over the Tbomaiton, will be aekuo wledg? p" '

one alter tending the following report iron
_ '

Roger., of the Univeraityat Virginia, to whom
ciraena wer<i aentfor an&l?*i*: ; .

'?The darker or dove-colored variety ttb
now otferlß for a»le) e.»titain» 9» per »

,
bonate of Litne, with a nisre trace ot carbo

Stave MMdvsl* *buw« ih» tmabut 1 cent ot toreig» to*»er. It wOma
by nearly al. the brlcklayri and p«aat«.r*r
.:ty, and atimUtec lobe «.qual, >1 ""V*"**' 1 &
buy they b**e ever u»rd The Superuite uthe Oaa Work» u»**a It tatirelj,s*» 4(_ i O .
meudlff! ?; above atsy other Pu-ck**' ?
vit«d tc cJ ivud examine£?/v<wBankmy H ;»t T. J. PEYTON. Basin *»"»?


