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1H3 DRUID SCOTT CASE?
The Importnut Dcctnloa of the U. M. Hu-

prrmr Conrl.

The following abstract of the highly Important
decision of tbe IT S. Supremo Court ia tbe Dred
Scott Ca»e, i* taken from theNew York Herald: ?

There were two leading .luestiona: tir»t, had the
Circuit Court of the United Staten for the dUtrict
of Missouri, jurisliet ion ia the case? and if it had
jurisdiction, was its decision erroneous or not?

The defendant denied, b* plea iu abatement
the jurisdictionof the Circuit Court of the United
Slates on the ground that tbe plaintiff "Is a regro
of African descent, his ancestors ware of pura Af-
rican Moo t, aud were brought into this country
and sol 1 as slave?; and therefore the plaintiff "la
cot * citizeu of the Slate of Misnouri." To this
f'ea tbe plaintiff demnrrod, and the Court sns-
taimd the demurer. Thereupon the defoudant
plead over, and justitied tiie trespass on the ground
that the plaintiff and his family were his negro
slaves; and a statement of facto, agreed to by both
parties, was read in evidence.

The Chief Justice having stated the faots in the
case, proceeded to eay, ia substance, that tbe ques-
tion first to be decided was, whether the plantiff
w as entitled to sue in a Court ef the United Sta'es
This was a peculiar question,and for the first time
broughtbifore tbe Court underfcuch circumstances;
but it had been brought here, and it was the duty
cf the Court to meet and to decide it. The question
was aiinply this?cau a negro, whose ancestors
were imported and aold as slaves, become a mem-
ber of th« political communityformed and brought
into existence by the constitution of the United
Stat» s, and, as snch,become entitled to all therights
and immunities of a citizen, one of which rights
is suiug ia the courts of the United Status in cases
therein specified ? lu discussing this question we
must not confound tbe rights o{ a citizen which a
Slate may confer wilhin its own limits, with therights of a citizen within the iimiu of tbe United
States No one can be a ciiizcu of the United
States uuless under the provisions of the constitu.
tion; but it does not follow that a man, being a cit-uen of one State, must be recognized as such by
every State in tbe Union. He may be a citizen in
one Stat* and not recognized as snch in another
Previous to the adoption of tbe constitution eveiy
State might confer the character of a citiasn, and
endow a man with all the rights pertaining to it
This was confined to the boundaries ofa State, and
gave him no right beyond its limits Norhave the
several States surrendered this power by the adop-
tion of the constitution

Kvery State may confer the right upon an alienor on any other class or descriptions of persons
vrho would to all intents and purposes, be a citizen
of the State, but not a citizen in the sense used iu
the constitution of the United States. He would
not thereby become a citizen of theUnited States,and therefore could not sue i'l any court in the
United States ; uor could be enjoy tbe immunities
of a citizen in the oiher States. His rights would
be confined strictly to his own State. The consti-tution gives Congress tbe power to establish "a
uniform rule of naturalization consequently, no
State, by naturalizing an alien, could confer upon
him the rights and immunities of all the States
under the general government. It is very clear,
therefore, that no State can, by any act introduce
a new member into tbe political union created by
be constitution. The questionthen arises, whether

the provisions of the constitution of tho United
States in relation to pergonal rights, to which a
citizen of a State is entitled, embraced negroes of
the African race, at that time in the country, or
afterwards imported, or madefree from any State;
and whether it is in the power of any State to
make such a one a citizen of the State, end endow
bim withfull citizenshipin any other State with-
out their consent? Does tbe constitution ol tbe
Uni;ed States act upon him, andclothe him with
ail the rights of a aitizen? The Court think the
affirmative caunot be maintained; and if not, the
plaintiff could not be a citizen of Missouri within
the meaning of the constitution, nor a citizen of
the l uited States, and, const queutiy, not entitled
to sue in the Courts

Itis true that every person, and every class and
description of persons, at the time of the adoption
of thecons iiiution, regarded as citizens of these
vorai States, became citizens of this new political
body, and none other It wts formedfor them aud
their posterity, and for nobody eise; and all the
rights and immunities were intended to embrace
only those i f State communities, or those who be-
came members according to the principles on
which the constitution was adopted. It was a
union of those who were members of the political
communities, whose power, for certain specified
purposes, extended over the whole territories ot
the United State3, and gave each citizen rights out-
side his Stale which hedid not before possess, and
placed all lights ot peisons and property on an
equality.
ii becomes necessary, therefore, to determind

who were citizens of toe several States when tbe
constitution was adopted. In order to this we
must recur to the colonies when they separated
from Great Britain, formed Hew communities, and
took their piace among the family of uations ?

They who were recoguized as citizens of the
State* declared their independence of Great Bri-
tain, and defended itby forct> of arms Another
class of peisous, who bad been importedas slaves,
or their descendauts, were not recognized or in-
tended to be included iu that memorable iostru
ment ?the Declaration of Independence. It is
difficult at this day to realize the state ot public
opmiou respecting that unfortunate class, with
tue civilized aud enlightened portion of the world,
at the time of tbe Declaration of Independence
aud tbe adoption of tbe constitution; but history
shows that they have for more than a century
beeu regarded as beings of an inferior order, ana
ucfi. associates for the white race, either sociaby
or politically, and had norights which while men
were bound to respect; and the black mail might
be reduced to slavery, bought and sold, and treat-
ed as an ordinary article of merchandise. This
opinion, at that time, was Hxed aud universal
with the civilized portion of the white lace. It
was regarded as an uiiom in morals, which no ono
thoughtot Disputing, and every one babituaity
acted upou it, without doubting for a moment the
correctness of the opinion- And in no nation
was this opinion more tixed and generally acted
upon than in England, the subjects of which
ernmeut not only seized them on the coast cf Afri-
ca, but took them as ordinary merchatdiee to
wherethey could make a protit on them The
opinlouthus entertainedwan universally impressed
on the Colonists this side ot the Atlantic; accord
iugly,negroes of the African race were regarded
kyii hem as property, and hrld ar.d bought and
sola as sucn in every one of tbe thirleeu Colonies
which united in tbe Declaration of Independence,
and alterwards formed the constitution

dMerlpUon of person* ahoald be Included, or
who should be regarded ?? cltiteo* But

" clau*e* of the_ constitution polut to thenegro race *? teparate, and not regarded axcitizens,for wbom the conttlUtlon wan adopted. Oaeolau»e retervet theright to import *lave* until lttJP,and In the tecend the Sta'e* pledge thenuelve*.one to another, to preserve the rights of the mau-ler, and to deliver np slave* escaping to theirrespective territories. By the first clause the rightto purcbase and hold ttis property Is directlysanctioned and authoriied by the persons who
trained the constiiution, for twecty years; and thestates pledged tlieraaMve* to upholdthe right of
.?* fJ" 1" *" ' on* \u25a0" ,lie Rovernment then formedshould endure. And this shows conclusively thatauother description of persons were embraced iu
| ol^er provisions of the Theset*o clauses were not Intended to confer uponthem or their posterity the blessings of liberty socartfully conferred upon th« whites. Nono ef thisclass ever emigrated to the United States volunta7 Wer" " *rti<,|Hß of merchandise -r

u
umber , emancipated was few as comparedwith those who were held in slavery, and not suf-ficiently rumcr.il. to attract public attention as aseparate clans, and were regarded as a part of theslave populationrather than free.

It cannotbe supposed that the States cinfarredcitizenship upon them; for all those States at that
time established police regulations for the security
of themselves and families, as well as of property.In some minor cases there were different modes oftrial and it could not be supposedthat these Stateswould have formed or consented to a governmentwhich abolished this right, and took from them thtfsafeguards essential to their own protection They
have not the right to bear arms and appear atpublic meetings to discuss political questions, or
urge measure.) of reform which they might de'emadvisable. They cannot vote at election*, nor
servo as jurors, nor appear as witnesses wherewhites are concerned Theso rights are securedin every Slate to white men It is impos.-ible tobelieve that th? men of slaveholdingStates, who
to-ik so large a share in the formation of «he con-
stitution, could be so regardless of themselves and
tbe safety of tho*e wfco trusted and confided in
them.

Every law of naturalization confines citizenship
to white perpons. This is a marked separation
from the bl cks Under the confederation every
State had a right to decide for itself, and the term
"free iohabiiant," the generality of form,ceruinly
exclude I the African race. Laws were frauiod
for the latter especially Under the constitution,
the word "citizen" is substituted for "free inhab-
itant " After further elaboration on this point,
the Chief Justice said, from the best consideration
we have come to the conclusion that the African
race who came to this country, whether free or
slave, were not intended to bo included in the
constitution for the enjoyment of any personal
rights or beuelits and the two provisions which
point to th«"m treat them as property, and make it
ihe duty of the government to protect them as
such. Hence, the Court is of opinion, lrom tbe
ftets stated in the plea in abatement, that Dred
Scott is not a citizen of Missouri, and is not, there-
fore, entitled to sue in the United States courts

The following facts appeared on the reeor l:?
In the year 18114, tbe plaintiff was a negro slave
belonging to L)r Emerson, who was a surgeon in
the army of tbe United States. In that year (18114)
said Dr. Kmerson look the plaintiff from tbe State of
Missouri to the military post at Kock Island, in the
State of Illinois, and lipid bim there as a slave until
the month of April, 1836 At the time last men
tiantd, said Dr. Emerson removed the plantiff
from said military post at Rock Island to the mili-
tary post at Fort Snelliug, situated on the west
bank of the Mississippiriver, in theterritoryknown
as Upper Louisiana, acquired by tbe United States
from France, and situated north of the latitude of
36 degllO min north, and north of the State of Mis-
souri. Said Dr Emerson held the plantiffin slave
ry at Fort Snellinir until the year 1838.

In tho year 1835 I'a rie', (-hi is named In the
second count I the pl«intift"s d claration,) w»s tUe
*'»\u25bc» of M»j. Taiiftfmi'o, whobet. uged to the army of
the United States. In that year, (1835,) said M»jor
Taliaferro took said Harriet to said Fort Snelliug,
a military post situated as hereinbefore stated,
and kept ner there as a slave until the year 1836,
and then sold and delivered her as a slave at Fort
Snelling unto said Dr. Emerson, herein before
named; and said Dr- Emerson held said Harriet in
slavery at Fort Snellinguutil the year 1838.

In tbe year 1836. the plaintiff and said Harriet, at
said Fort Snelling, with the consent cf said Dr.
Emerson, who then claimed to be their master and
owner, intermarried and took each other for hus
band and wife. Eliza and Lizzie, named in tbe
third countof the plaintiffs declaration, are the fruit
of tliat marriage Eliza is about fourteen years
old, and was born on board of the steamboat Gip-
sey, north of thenorth line of the State of Missouri,
and upon the Mississippi river; Lizzie is about
seven years old, and was born in the State of Mis-
«iuri, at the military post called Jefferson Bar-
racks

iu the ypar 1838 said Dr. Emerson removed the
pi i jiiff and said Harriet, and their said daugbti r
Eliza, from said Fort Snelling to the State ot Mis-
souri, where they have ever since resided

Before the commencßm»nt. of this suitsaid Dr.
Emers >n so d and conveyed the plaintiff, said Har-
riet, E!iz* and Lizzie, to tbe detendant as slaves,
*nd the defendant claimed lo hold each of them as
slaves.

At the times mentioned in the plalatiff's'do»
claration, the defendant claiming to be owner as
afire-aid, laid his hands upon said plaintiff, Har-
riet, Eliza and Lizzie, and imprisoned them; doing
iu this respect, however, no more than what ho
might lawiully do if ihey were of right big slaves
at such times.

The Chief Justice proceeded to examine Ihs
statement,assuming that this part of the contro->
veroy presented two questions:

Firstly. Was he (Scott) and all his family free
in Missouri? and

Secondly. If not, were they free by reason of
their removal to Rock Island, Illinois!

The act of Congress ou which the pHlntiff re*
lien, contains the clause, ttiat slavery and invo-
luntaryservitude, except for crime, shall be for
ever prohibited in that part of the territory ac-
quired by treaty from Louisiana, and not included
within the limits of the State of Louisiana. The
difficulty which meets as at the threshold is, whe-
ther Congress is authorized to pass such a law
under the powers granted to it by the coostitu-
tiont The plaintiff dwells much ou the clause
which gives Congress power "to make all need-
ful rules and regulations respecting the territory
or other property of the United States." Hut this
provision has no beaiiug ou the present controx
versy. The porverthere given is confined to the
territory which then belonged to the United
States, and can have no influence on territory
which was acquired from foreign governments.?
The Justice tbeu referred to the cessions of land
by Virginia and other States, saying the only ob-
ject was to put an end to existing controversies,
and to enable Congress to dispose of the laLds
for the commonbenefit Undoubtedly, the power
01 sovereignty aud eminent domain was ceded In
the act. This was proper to make it essential
There was then no government in existence,
with enumerated powers. What was called the
States were thirteen independent colonies, which
eutered ""to confederation for mutual protection.
It was Utile more than a congtessof ambassadors,
in which all had a common concern. It was this
congress which accepted the cession from \ irgi-
nia. They had no right to do so under the arti«
cles of confederation, but they had a right as In-
depeudfnt powers to accept the land for the com-
mon benefit; and it i» equally clear, having no
superior to control them, they had a right to ex-
ercise absolute dominion, subject only to the re*

strictlous which Virginiaimposed. The ordinance
ol 17e7 was adopted, by which the Teriltory
should be governed, and among other provisions
was one that slavery or involuntary servitude
should be prohibited, except for crime.

This was the state of things when the eorstita-
tion was formed. The territory ceded byVirginia
belonged to the several confederate State*as com-
mon property. The States were about to dissolve
the confederation and surrender a portion of their
power for the formation of a new government.and
the language used limited and specified the objects
to be accomplished. It was obviou* that some pro»
vision was now necessary to give the new gov-
ernment the power to cairy Into effect every ob-
ject for which the territory was ctded It was ne-
cessary that the lauds slionld be told to pay the
war debt,and that power should be giveu to pro-
tect the citizens who might emigrate, with their
rights of property, arms, military itjres, (as well
as ships of war,) were the ' common property of
the States existing in their independentcharacter,
and they had a lightto take their properly to the
Territoiy, without the authority of the State*."?
The object was to plaae these thing* under the
guardianship < f a new government, which gives
Congress the power "to make all needful rules and
regulations respecting theterritory or other prop-
erty of the United State*." It applied only to
Dtouerty held in common at the time, and not with
reference to any property whleh the ?o»er«»gut y
might subsequently acquire. It applied to the
territory then In exlsteuoe and known a* the ter-
ritory ot ih* United'B toto*-then lath* mind of

The doctiiue of which we have spoken was
strikingly,ei:forcedby theDeclaration ot ludepen-
deuce, it begins thu*: "When in the course of
humau events it becomes necessary fur one people
to dissolve thepolitical bunds which have connect-
ed them with another, and to assume among the
poweisof the earth the separate a:;<l equal sta-
tionto which the laws of nature and ol nature's
God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions
of mankind requires that tbey should declare the
causes which impel them to Ibu separation; ' and
then proceeds : "We hold theso truths to be self
evlden*?that all men are created equal; that they
are endowed, by their Creator, who certain una-
lienable righU; that among these are life, liberty,
and the pursuit of happiness; that to secure these
rigats governmentsare instituted among men, de-
riving their just powers from the consentof the
governed, &c." The words before quoted would
stem to etuorace the whole human family; and if
used iu a similar instrument at ibis day would be
?o understood. But it is 100clear for disputethat the
enslaved African race were not intended to be in-
cluded,for iu that case, the distinguished men who
framed the Declaration of Independence would be
flagrantly against the principles which tbey as-
serted. They who framed the Declaration of In-
dependence were men of too much honor, educa«
tion and Intelligence to say what they did not be-
lieve; and they knew that in no pari of the civi-
lize! world were the negro race, by common
consent, admitted to ihe rights of freemen. They
spoke and acted according to the practices, doc
trines, aud usages of the day. i hat unfortunate
race was supposed lo be separate irom the whites,
and was utvur thought or spoken of except aspro
perty These opinions underwent no change
when the constitution was adopted. The pream-
ble sets forth tor what purpose, and far whose
benefit it was formed. It was formed by the peo-
ple?such as bad been members of theoriginal
States?and the great object was to "secure the
blessings of liberty to ours«ives and onr poster!
ty." It speaks In general terms of citizen* and
people of ihe United Stales when providing tor
Ui« pofTM* granted, without dsiinlng what
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the framer* of the constitution. It refer* to the?ale or raising of money. ThU It different from
the p'iwor to legislate over the Territories Withthe words "to make all needful rules and regular
tions respecting the territory, are coupled the
words "and other property of the United States.''And tbe concluding words render this constructionirresistible: "and nothing in this constitutionshallb"j so construed ai to prtjadlce any claim* of theUnited States or any particular State."It is obvious that the Congress, under the new
government, regarded the above clause as uecet-
tary tocarry into effect the principles and provis-ions of the ordinance of 1787, which they regarded
a*an act of the State* in the exercise of their po-litical power at the time; aod these representatives
of the same States under the new government,did not think proper to depart from any essentialprinciple, and did not attempt to undo anything
that was done.

A* to territory acquired without the limits ofthe United States, It remain* territory until ad-mitted into the Union. No power is given in theconstitution to acquire territory to be held andgoverned in that character; and, consequently,
there cannot be found in the constitution any defi-nition if power which Congress may lawfully ex-
ercise betore it become* a State. The power toacquire territory until it is In a condition to be-come a Slate on an equal fooling with the otherStates must necessarily rest on sound discretion,
and it becomes the dutyof the government to ad-minister the laws of the United State* for the
orotcction of personal rights and property there-

Whatever territory !» acquired Is for tbe commcn
benefit of the people of the United States, whichis but a trustee. At the time that territory was
obtained from France it contained no population
to be admitted as a State,and it thereforebecame

10 bold possession of it until settled andinhabited by a civilized community, capable ofself-government and for admission into the UuionBut, as we before said, it was acquired by the fed-eral government as the representative and trustee2 f peopl .e of tbe United State*, and must be
held for their common and equal benefit; for it wa*the acquisition of the people of the United States,acting ihroughtheir agents, and government held
it for the commanbenefit uutil it should becomeassociated as a member of the Union. Uutil that
time arrived it was undoubtedly necessary thatgome governmentbe established to protect the in-habitants i i theirpersons and property. The pewertjacquire carries withL the power to preserve. Theform of government ntcessarily rest* on the dis-
cretion of Congress. It i« their duty to establishthe be»t suited for the United State*, and that
mustdepend on the number of its inhabitants and
the character and situation of the territoryWhat government is the best mail depend on thecondition of the territory at the time, to be con-tinued until it shall beco«ae a State. But therecan never be a mere discretionary power overpersons and property. These are plainly defined
by the Constitution The Constitution provides
that "Congress shall make no law respecting anestablishment of religion, or prohibiting the free'
exercise thereof; or abridging the froedom of
speech, or of the press; or of the right of thepeople peaceably to assemble,and to petition the
government for a redress of grievances," Jcc.?
Thus the right* of property are united with thepersonal right*, and this extends to the territories
as well as to tbe States. Congress cannot author-
ize the territories to do what it cannot do itself; it
cannot confer on tbe territories power to violate
thn provisions of the constitution.

It s-etns, however, that there is supposed to be
a difference between slaves and other property
The people, in the formation of theconstitution,
delegated to tbe general government cprtain

enumerated powers, and forbade tbe exercise of
others. It has no powers over persons and pro
perty of citizens except those enumerated in the
constitution. If the constitution recognise* the
right of master and slave, and makes no difference
bett\fea slaves and other property, no tribunal
acting Hnder the authority of tbe United States
candraw such a distinction and denythe provisions
and guaranties secured against the encroachment
of the government. As we have already said the
right of property in a slave is expressly conferrel
in the constitution, and guarantied to every State.
This is in language too plain to he misunderstood;
and nowords can ne found in the constitution giving
Congress greßter power over slaves than overany
other description of property.

It is, therefore, tbe opinionof this Court that the
act of Congress which prohibitscitizens from hold-
ing property of this character North of a certain
liue Is uot warranted by tbe constitution, and is
tb< refore void; and neither Dred Scotf, aor any
one of bis family were made free by their re»t«
deuce in HUnci*. The plaintiff was not a citizen
of Missouri, but w»s still a slave, and therefore
had no right tosue in a Court of theUnited States

LOCAL MATTERS.

The Co-rt, having thus examined tbe case at it
stands under the constitution, proceeded to other
points saying, as 9cott was a slave when he wa*
brought back to Missouri flora Illinois, hi was under
thslawof the former and notof the latter. It has
been settled by the h.gbrst tribunals that an individ-
ual doet notacquirt) his fieedom under such circum-
stances Asit appears to theCourt that the plain
tiff it not a *itizeu it Mitaouri ncr a citizen of the
L'nited Stit.es who could tue in the United Btatet
Cou r* th:*Court cangive no judgment, ana bene-
the suit must be dismissed for want of juiisdlst.cn.

tstcclate Justice Nelson tt&ted ihe g.ounds o«
which lis had arrived at the conclusion thatthe ar-
gument ol theCourt below must be affirmed Hav-
ing stated the case, substantially as above, he pro-
teeced to examine it en i s merits The que*.ion
was, wbsther the removal of the plaintiff, wi-.h his
matter, to lllinoit, wilh aview to a temporary re*i-
dene*, and after hit return to Missouri, wtstuch s
re«id*nce in a free State at worked emancipation?

tie maintained that it aid not. iiuch question! be
ljnged tothe State* tocecide for themte.vet At to
whether Missouri will rtougnize or give effect to 'he
laws of Illinois on the subject of slavery, it fur Mis
touri bersalt to cetermine, nor itmere any constitu-
tional power ri.htfuily to coutrol her. t-veiy State
or nation possas.es exclusive sovereignty and juris-
diction within her own territory, and her lawt affect
and bind all property within her limit*. No State or
nation can affjet or bind per»jn* or property ouctiie
of her territory. The quetiion It tally ettablithed
that it belong! to the tevereign State of Missouri to
determine the question of slavery within herown
jurisdiction, subject unly to such limitation* as may
befouud in the constitution. This is the result of tbe
independent aud sovereigncharacter of the State.?
It itequally applicable to the other States belonging
to the Conleaeiacy It mutt be admitted that Con-
grets potset et no power to create or abolith ti*v-r>
in a itaie, ana if Congress pottetsetpower under ill*
contliiutlon to abolish slavery in the Territories, it
mut. uecetsarily potteis the power to et ablith it.?
Thithodenied, and tben proceeded to sliaw thatthe
question involved in the case now betore the court,
was one depending solely on the luv of Missouri,
concluding wilh tne remark thatthe judgment of the
Court below should be affirmed.

Assooiate Justice Catron also stated thehistory of
tbacase, ai d said that it tbe Court hu no power to
drcide tbe question further than to dlimiis it, it
nail no*fight to aiicntt in men s; but he beid that
thaCoart nas jurisdiction to cecide tne merits of the
case, which he prosecded to examine It was Bow
100 late to questionthe power to govern tbe Terri-
tories at incipient States, and fit lham tor admis-
sion. The only quettion wai how tar the power of
Congrett it llmitea at to the tsorthweit territory ?

Virginia bad theright to abolish slavery th-re, aud
did so, by an agreement, in 17P.7, wilh tne other
Atates; but this did hot prevent new etstes being
admitted with or without slavery. Subsequently
NorthfSaroliua and Georgia ceded tneir land* for the
common benefit, and Congres* had no more power
to legiWate alavery outof thoae ceaaiun* thanit had to
legitlate tlarery In tbe territory aorthof tbe Ohio
Tnere wis no power io legitlate onslavery in either
ease. The inhabitants stood protectedafter at they
did before the cetnont were mtde In Looitiana
\u25a0livery was not only lawful, but wa* mc*t valuable.
At tha date of the treaty theinhabitant* were left
free to enjoy their property, freedom aod liberty,
and were to be protected therein until they came
into tbe Union as a State. The Mitaouri line of
Stj SO waa an act of aggreaion. Congrett oannot
do ladlrectly wnat it cannot perforin directly.
If a Southern man cannot go to tbe Territo-
ries with bi* (lave* it follow* thtt a North'rn
fsrmer or mechanic cannot bring with him bit
Implement* of toll lfCongre** could prohibit
any specie* of lawful property throughout Lou'aiana
when it waa acquired, ao it oculd exclude all de-
acrlptiont of property. The right te Jegiaiate la Ihe
feuitoriea depends on the eonuaet of cesaioo. lit*
opinion wa* that the third artiole of the treaty by
wiitek Louisiana waa acquired stands protected by
the cenaiiiutlon, and cannot be repealed by Congret*,
and thatthe aet of 1820, Known at the Missouri Com-
promlte, violates the leading featnre* of tbe coMtl-
tultoft, oa which the Umoa depend*, and which sa
cure* to ail citiseD* common right* He therefore
held that the *ct wm void, end concurred wilh hi*
brother judges that the plaintiff, Dred Scott, i* a
alave and wa* one wheo tin* *uitwa* brought.

Tb« St. Tmul, Min., paper* record the de»th of
Bishop Cretin,of ih«C»iliolle Church.

General W infield Scott passed down the Cum-
berland river last week, en route for Jefferaon
B

Jame* A. IfcClangherty, editor of the 01ney«
111., Republican, died of email pox on the lltb
Feb Mr. MoG. wit a young man of 26 yenr*, ft
native of Virginia.

Wm Harper,an old merchant of Augusta, Qa,
died on the 7ih inat.

Dr E. H. Hancock, a well knows politician »'

MUaisslppl, died on the Mth all.

PRICE ONE CENT

Fire-Between the hours of 12 and 1 o'clockyesterday, a frame stable belonging to James wTaylor, on9th street, in rear of the Broad StreetHotel, took fire, and in a few minutes thereafterwas in a litbt bUz?. Tbe flames soon comumni.c*ted to the 9th street wingof the hotel, which isof wood, and before the tlremencould get to workthat building was in a fair way to be destroyed ?

Persons about the hotel knoniog that Mrs. Win.Blakey was confined to her bed in that part of thehouse, immediatelyremoved her to secure quar-
ters, and then the firemen set to work and extia«guUhed the flames, which had devoured theweather boarding and a part of the roof of tbenorth end of *he wing. Tbestable, however, wasentirely consumed, together with the forage in it.Mr Taylors loss U about $300 The loss oa thehotel ia about $'A~O. The fire is supposed to havecommunicated from a stove kept ia the stable bya negro backmaa. Had it occurred at a late hour
of tbe eight, there is very littls doubt that theBroad Street Hotel would have been burned tothe ground.

May 13tA, is the time appointed for celebratingtbe settlement of Jamestown, and from all that wecanlearn, a strong body of citizen soldiery will go
from this place to take part in that celebration. Ata meeting of most of the officers connected withtbe regiment, held last Monday night, it was unan-imously determined to recommend the celebrationto each of their companies at the first mecitipg ?

We have conversed with many of the volunteerson this subject, nearly all of whom go heart andband for the celebration, and caunot thereforedoubt that every company ia Richmond will visitJamesiowa on the 13th of May next. Apart fromcommemorating an event so interesting in thehistory of our country, the trip will prove a pleasant
one to all who make it We presume tbat thenew and elegant steamer "Olairmont" can be ens
gaged to take down all the soldiers who may wish
to go, and. if necessary, to quarter most of themwhile there. Norfolk, Portsmouth, Petersburg,
Alexandria, and perhaps other towns and cities inthe State, may send one or more companies, and
thus ensurea military display worthy of the occa-sion.

Regimental Uniform..?"We, find that many of ourvolunteers are in favorof establishing a regimental
uniform for parades, and that the proposed change
is to be brought to the attention of the various
compaaies in a short time. To procure a suitable
uniform, will require a very small outlay from
each member, it cheap jackets are adopted, and
will add greatly to the appearance and value of
the regiment. Many of thecompany uniforms areso expensive that young men are kept from be-coming soldiers, and the variety of coats, caps and
j limes now used, destroys the efficiency of theregiment when on drill. If the regiment is worthkeeping up, the change should be made at once.

_

More Water ?The City Council have appropriated
620,000 to make an improvement at the Pump

which,by relieving the hydrostatic, pressure
on the machinery, will materially increase the
supply of water. The tunneling of the JamesRiver and Kanawha Canal, in order to secure a
passage for the iron pipes, will be a troublesomejab, but Engineer Gill sayß it can be done in a rea-
sonable time, and with little or no danger to thetrade and travel of the canal.

The. Shipping in port yesterday morning, was
the most interesting eight of the kind we have seen
for many months Vessels from all quarters were
moored at Rockets waiting their turn to get into
the dock, or to discharge aud receive cargo, and
teamsters were as busy as bees hurryinghither andthither, to make a harvest of the carrying trade.

1 eHerilaf was & lovely day, compared to its
predecessor, and notwithstanding the fact that
the wind was chilling and the walkways some-
what damp, the bright sunshine, tempted
hundreds of the fair sex into the streets to enjoy a
promenade aud to examine the myriads of beauti-
ful goods temptingly displayed to invite them to
buy.

Gouging.?Some of the teamsters are playlDg
a game at gouge, which everybody will nolsub-
mi: to- Their plan is to aake a load of pack-
ages for as many different houses as possible,
and then to charge separately for each package
We know one firm on Main street that had sixpackage» at RocketU last Monday, and as ail of
them arrived by the same vessel, they could rea-
dily bavo been delivered at one load. Instead of
that, they were delivered by five different teams,
and the receivers had therefore to feign five diffe
rent tickets for their goods. The ordinance fixes
the price of carriage, and of course contemplates
no such impositions as those to which we have al-
luded. If reported to the Mayor, such hauling
will prova unprofitable in the end.

Stolen Tobacco. ?Joseph Briz'.llaro, Indicted forrectiving a box of tobacco stolen frota W. li
Ross, knowing tbe same to have been stolen, was
set to bar of the Hustings Court yesterday for
trial and plead not guilty After hearing the evi-
dence, the cause was argued at length for the de«
fence by Messrs August and Randolph, anh for
the Commonwealth byMr. R T. Daniel. It was
then given tothejuiy, who after a biief retire-
ment fouud themselves unable to agree and re-
turned into Court and reported that fact. They
were then dismissed till this morning at 11 o'clock.

Cold Bruh.?Albert T. Fowler, a youug man,accioenialiy fell into the dock yesterday, a short
distance above Mr A, S Lee's lumber house, but
was soon rescued by several persons who saw the
accident and rendered him assistance A coll
plunge and wet clothes constituted the amount of
damage-

Annoying.?The congregation worshipping at
C ay street Chapel, complain bLterly of theannoy-
ance to which they are frequently subjected by
young men and boys, who assemble near the c"oors
at night, and jeli and swear like Turks. Suchconduct, we are sure, will no longer be tolerated by
the |K)lice, and therefore it is that we expect to see
examples made of souie cf these evil disposed
youngsters very soon.

Value Find.?The Hustings Cofrt have fixed
the vaiuo of .Sarah, slave to D. Lee Powell, con-
victed of burglary on Monday last, and sentenced
to transportation beyond the limits of the United
States, at $1,000.

Bruiting.?Charles Glenn, for some very trifling
cause, knocked down and beat Charles L>. Lau-
drum, thereby outraging the good order of socie-
ty, for which the Mayor he'd tiro to bail to keep
the peace in the sum of $100.

S/u Love* It?Christiana Marks, a middle age
lady, who is remarkably fond of bald face whiskey,
came before the Mayor, yesterday, to answer the
charge of being druuk in the street. Tbe madam
very readily acknowledged the corn, as well ai
the prostrating effects of its essence upon her
nervous system, but pledged her honor to be ab-
stemious m the future, and was thereupon dis-
charged.

Magic is attractive to many persons, and there-
fore u is that large crowds continually asxeuible at
Metropolitan Hall to witness the iuterestiog feats
of Mous Adonis, tbe great flight ot" band man,
now holding forth at that place.

Dark Qathcring?ilorrlaa Dennis was found
guilty betore Uie Mayor ot permittingau unlawful
assembly of negroes in his house last .Sunday, and
fined $o for his rashness.

Ordered to Leave ?A penitentiary graduate
known as Edward Thomas ?the blackest subject
in tbe chain gang?was released from labor, yes-
terday, on promising to make tracks for Lynch-
burg as speedily as possible If again found here,
the Mayor is determined to put Ned where the
dogs cau't bite him for the next twelve month*.

An Appealfrom the Mayor'* decision to the Hust-
ings Court, in the case of Elay, a slave, ordered to
receive twenty Ushes, came up yesterday, and
was heard The court confirmed the decision cf
the M«yor, ami directed the City Sergeant to ap
ply thestripe*.

Continued?Tbe caae of Isaac A. Rice, indicted
for a libel, was called in tbe HustingsCourt, yes»
terday, and continued until the next term.

Judge Pitts ?The special term of tbe Circuit
Court of llenrico, Judge Pitt* presiding, adjourned
yesterday, after disposing of a lot of chancery
cases, and Judge P. laas left for home.

The County Court of Henrico is steadily engaged
on the civii docket, wbtcb will probablyoccupy
the remainder of tbe week. With the exception
of six misdemeanor eaten, the Commonwealth's
docket has been cleared this term.
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A Religinut Rrviral i» now progrrssls* u ,k_Wesley Chapel in the Va ley, acd but pet»ou*hare already professed religion.
The Special Court of Appeait, which ban been I

s?s«ion in thiscity for some time, closed Its terrayesterday and adjourned

"IHiMCfIS CAKUM.
o. i. motroto,

~ TTTZZZTZZZr
n *ATTB«WS.B*^£ OFWAD * tO- Gmnl Cmh."hm" v*T ,orwMto« o.«k.Do*,

|Jt urffi T AViOTSf.S,
.
WJI A.M> UU,>\-

12th RirSrT j Bank Street, aoroer of
of iT! J? ? ® ontiria«* to eaeente a»»

hiihfititiU fli i Ba* "he be,t raaaoer andhighest sty<e of bu Art, and on the lowest possible
;e7u, 'l 4! w " e in w *nt of BIGNB, willScd Utotheir Interest tocall oa himCountry Merchants whewisb to procure Sims, canhave them done at this establishment, and sesurjlypacked and forwarded to any part of Virginia orNorth Carolina, at short notice. A callde29?dt* ?utwiwn.

JOHN V. SOi O.nu* dealerJ in Brooms, Wood and Willow Ware Mats of alldescriptions. Refrigerators. Rope, Cordate YankeaNodons, to fee., 213 Washington street, betwmoVesey and Barclay, New York, will eieonto order*(rem Richmond oa the most favorable terms,
no 28-6 m

WIM.IAU IllKi.fcY Banker.
'

39 Msiafit., opposite the St. Charles Hot*'.Richmond, Va.Dealer in Domestic Exchange, Uncurrent BankNotss, Business Paper and Marketable Securities of mevery description w
Ijand warrants bought and sold.
fe 10?fim

N. WKBtt A- I tl, KKMfKAI.,
COMMISSION MERCHANTS,©tfar their ser-

vices for the sale aad paraha** of Floor, Whrat.C.in. Tobaeon. kn s« O?fm
* b. grkkn. r. w. homo*
GKKKN & HOHMON,

PRODUCE COMMISSION MERCHANTS.Richmond Va.
JOHN BOOKER, SATT^TAN.
VW Office on Cary street, between 12th aad lSth.j» 12?d&wSra*
J. T. MURTOK, JAS. M AtMIITRAD,

Late of /armville ) (Late of Cumberland «0.,>
JOSEPH BLAHTOIS,

(Of Cumberland eountv.)
[\fOKTOrv. AR.IIIHTKAI) Oc CO., C»in-LTI mission Merchants,opposite Shockoe Ware-house, Richmond, Va., will give special attention to
the sale of all kinds of PRODUCE, and to any otherbusiness entrusted to them

Liberal advancis made on Produce, eitherIn cash or Ouano. de 19?dferfitx

B. «
. HIULMAM. J. «. HILLMAN.

GW.RIIXMAN A CO., 30 Kroirtstreet,
? Nkw York, Agents for the sale of VIRGINIA

MANUFACTURED TOBACCO.
Liberal advances on consignments. se 27? «m*

J A. «fc T. A. PATTKHOX.
COMMISSION MERCHANTS,

roa the sai.c or
LEAF AND MANUFACTURED TOBACCO'

SO. 104 FROST ST., NEW YORK.
AMES A PaTTEION, )

f hos. A Patteson, ( a S?Sin

JOHN W. MAVIBW,
DEALER IN AMERICAN AND ITALIANMARBLE, BROWN STONE AND GRANITE.
MAIN STREET. BETWEEN BTH AND »TH »T3.

MONUMENTB, TOM3S, HEAD PIECES,
Hotie and Score front), Window and Door BlUa,i.«.
Baryios C omnia e.isloied with Stone and Iroa Rail-
ing. Inuci ?r«minm awarded by the Mechaaiat' la-

Soal»tv nf Vtrrlala.
CHaSTAIN WHITR, LAWasNCE *. MAEVK

WHITE & MA It V K, Attorneys ntlmw,
It RICHMOND, VIRGINIA, attend the Cooria
if Richmond City, the countiei of Henrico. Hano-
ver, Caroline, Cheiterfield and Qoooblnod; and the
Diitriet Csurt of Appeal) at f rederlokabur*.

LAWRENCE S MARYE m Notary Pa bile, and
Corumiistoner of the Hailed Str.too Court of Claim*.

Office over E. B. Sponco'a, eoroci of Governor «nd
Main itreeU.

CHASTAIN WHITE will have aa olfite at Aih-
luni4 , Hanover connty. '* Ift?3m

NA fitXLKUIVAWT?
? Attorney at I«*wrh4 NotnryPublic.

Practise* inall the Court* ha.d inand for the city
of Richmond, and In Hanover and Chetterfiuld
count)ei.

Ail notarial boslnew promptly performed.
Ofliw corner Bank and 11th ftreeti, opposite

Godriin's Hall. Richmond, V* ja 21-3m
VAl'l AHI.K COUKT IIOUMK I'KOFBK-
» TV FORBALEAT CHKBTK RKIK t.D COURT
HOtJSE.?In cotisequecce of the dissolution of the
co-pa-trership fx sung be'ween the undersigned
and Wilile in A. Oraves I have determined to
jell my vaiuahle real estat", consisting of a treat
of Laud, at Cheeterfield Court House, contain-
ing 8,16$ acres ; a large framed Tavern House, a
large »nd superior Brisk Building, covered with lin,
? bout 100 yards ia rear of the Tavern, containing
eight large rooms passage lie, good housn fjr ser-
vants; barw, gtabiei, blacksmith and wheelwright
shops Vc. Alto, a good Grist Millcapable of furnishing
a large portion ot the grain needed upon the place.
A Portion of the land has b* en highly irnpravtd,
and produces well the crops of corn, wheat
oats, ic. The ba'ance is well timbered, mostly of
or]final growth The Tiwern ha* always Hone a
large and profitable business, it being the only pub-
lic nous- at tha Court douse of a large and populous
county, within 14 miles of Richmond and Peters-
burg, and within three miles of the Richmond and
Petersburg Railroad, it must necessarily con'loun
todo a large and increasing business. No place ia
Virginiaen hold out strongerinducements tban thif,
to any one diepiaed to ennage in tbe tuainfM of
Farming, Tavern-keepirg ic The above property
is for said privately. Penons disposed to puich*ae
will please visit the place and examine for them-
selves 1 will take pleasure in showing the proper-
ty to any one toviewthe same.

fe 21? <l2'awst* VVM. M. DLVAL.
liMIK MALS-Ttaai very lot «i|>-
1 P'jsice Seabrook'a Warehouse, oa wmch Christ

Church formeily stood, for parti<*u ara inqui eof
fe \« - 2tawlm I H.P'MNUKXTm

ltfc.>T-A Coi>' and Wood V art,
ulih ale ge Stable, on ti.h street and the Canai, ?

near the Armory
fa 2f? 2awt. J W KFKHKK

VAMAHI.KSK K A I, KSTATK *'«»*
SALE, PRIVATELY.?The «iibscriber, prepary

tory to a removal to hia farm in Nelson county, of-
fers for sale thefollowing Real Estate in Richmond
and its vicinity:

A handsome three story brick tenement on Main
street, between 2d and 3d ttreeti, now occupied by
G R. Peake, Esq

A brick dwellingon C)ay street, near tbe corpora-
tion line, opposite totheresidence of Peter D. Glenn,
Esq

Several building Lots adjoining tbe above.
A vacant Lot on Bth street, between Ma'shall and

Leigh «tr«et», opposite the residence of Dr. Wayt
Eighty-five aces of land adjoining Wocdlawn, in

rear, on which are many beautiful building Lo's,
with handsome grcvea

One hundred and thirty-three acres of land, all in
wood, on the WilliamsburgRoad, about 4 miles from
Richnond. i , ?

Ninety acres, all in wood, on tbs Da: by-Town
road about 4 mile» below Richmond.

The above property will be old on reasonable cre-
dits Kor further infoiwaUoo, apply to Goddib it
Affkkson. or to RICU'D HILL, J».

mh ft?l m ?s??

/ *JTV MAVINUS MA>H UK H4CII-
MOND-CtIARTERED IN lfr»-Cooiinae. iu

rnerive depoiiU, on which inters* la p<td. at the rata

of 6 per cent per annum, if rero»inioK on depoa.l B

montl a and five per cent, for ahartar period..
Horace L Kenr.Pree't,
At.ex'ft Duval,Bec'y,
H Baldwin, Carter,

JHrtetort?John N. Ooio«n, Samuel '?
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Handsome Map ?We have been shown, at the
Chamberlain'* office, a handsome and accurate
map of tbe City Gas Works, prepared by Super-
intendent Wynne, tor the neeof the Council.

Dead.?Col Geo If. Carrtngtoo, an old and well
known citizen of Richmond, died yesterday after -
noon.

Virginia Strut is not to he widened for solie
year* to come. If future Council* are governed b/
tbt aeuof their piodeeeeeor*.


