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" "HENRY CLAY.

We presume we canuot better show ounr
{ for the August ceremonies of the day,
M:tn- oflering our readers a ehort biograph-
it «xetch of him who is the subject of them :
feal sy CLAY Was born in Hanover county,
H!:‘_;‘ in that portion of it known as “the
Vi s parents belonged to that mid-
_‘,,,.x'w: of society, which has furnished nine-
J?'“f‘a: .xha great men of the world. His
" hr was 4 Baptist preacher, and died when
""n; rot more than five years old. He was
P of sevea children,and was born on the
:"h l;ﬂ, of April, 1377, in the very crisis of
e Revolutionary war: for the same year
e zuished by the capture of Bum-
he battles of Brandy wine and Grer-
gown., Mr.CLAY'S parents were in re-
"‘.,.:3“;; amstancgs at the time of which we
:!.:‘,-,‘ and when he became -old enough he
3¢ frequently employed in the labors of the
s, such as ploughing, hoc'ing, fumng
good. aud Tiding on a bag to mill. Some of
s sdmirers sought to wmake capital out of
‘s circamstance, calling him the “ Mill Boy
o the Slashes,” and representing him as bay-
igg sprung irom the very dregs of society.—
wNothpg could b fariker removed from the
:.,-__ Mr. CLAY'sS parents, though poor, were
yguly Tespectable people. His mother, par-
.cularly, was remarkable for the strength of
ror understanding, and for the possession of
-_ s traits which are most commendable in
; woman—discretion, troth and piety. She
¢+l t0 & great age, and died about the year
4, when her son was in the zenith of his
pputation. Working on the farm and ridiog
wnil! on & bag, were very comon exercises
s hose early daye, even among boys whose
purents were much better off than Mr. CrLay's;
for, in those days, work bad not come 1o be
cpsidered a disgrace, and we have known
maoy gentlemen of high standing, inour day,
who never wore a shoe until at least fifteen
years 0id. We have no doubt these mill-boy
days, spent in riding through the green lanes
4 an aimost inwerminable forest, birds sing-
jog and squirrels chattering and friskifig from
Jipb o limb on all sides of him, were the
uappiest of his existence. From the strait-
oped circumstances of his mother, he received
uo other education than such as he could ob-
win st an old-field school, where he was
aught to read, write and cipher. To minds
of an inferior calibre, this stint of education
mighj have proved a serious misfortune. To
«chamind as that of HENRY CLAY, we are
disposed to think it was & rare piece of gocd
juck. He was n great criginal thinker ; a man
who grappled with any problem, no matter
bow dificult, depending for its solution upon
e unassisted exertion of his own power-
sl intellect. Had he been trained up in the
Jaaraing and usages of the schools, he would
pave gained much knowledge, at the risk of
falling into habits of thought prescribed by in-
wilects interior to his own, and would have
pecome, it all probability, the victim of pre-
cedents and the bond servant of anthorities.—
The daring originality of his mind, if not en-
tirely perverted or destroyed, would have lost
much of its davor and all of its freshness.—
Aneagle he would havestill baen, but an eagle
shorn of that plumage which distingaished
Lum above sll the other kings of the air. As
jtwas, hie became the very model of an Amer-
ian Statesmaa, operating in a new field, un-
der institutions which have not, and never
bad, their like npon earth, and in the midst of
crcumstanees which exist nowhere else in
the worid, lle formed bhis opinions of the
policy best adapted te America from his own
personal observation, and an intimaie know-
ieige of the character of his own couuntry-
wen. Ieferior minds mightderive sustenan ce
trow hooks , his book was the great volume of
lidiure,
Lu the year 1792, his mother having married
s gentleman named WATKINS, and removed to
Keutocky, HENRY Crav—then only fifteen
years old—entered a store kept by a man named
DENY, in this city, near the Old Market. He
bal not remained there long, however, before
ieentered the oflice of the late PETER TiINS-
L&Y, at that time Cleric of the old Chancery
(wurt. Here he soon attracted the notice of
Clancellor WyTne, who instantly detected
it gerins of fature greatness in the quick
“gerintelligent boy. It was probably through
s advice that he determined to study law,
‘4 while £till very young, he actually com-
d 1t, under his direction. During his
‘Gedce in this city, he became acquainted
“iimany of the eminent men of the day and
¥ie amoug others, with JORN MARSIHALL
Y¥ocer RoANg, EDMUND PENDLETON, BusH.
“oWasuiNaron, JouN WICKHAM, DANIEL
"l &e, and was sp fortunate as to hear
fakicg HExrY speak on two occasions—onee
*lre the Cireunit Court of the United States,
bequestion of the payment of the British
“is1d omee before the Laegislature on the
s of the supernumerary officers in the
Y4 service during the Revolutionary war,
lwre  vivid impression of the great ora-
TS person avd manner to his grave, With
P4 powers of argument, gloguence and
" be considered him as cémbining—above
“lother men he hiud ever heard speak—the
s of an inimitable vSice, a graceful ges-
“Uation, and a variety of expression in his
‘luienance, which gave tone and point to
“*jthing he uttered.
“iug obtained a license to practice law
‘% by the judges of the Lourt of Appeals,
LLAY left Richmond for Lexington, Ky.,
“Novefiber, 1797, where he devoted himsel,
"¢l months, to the stud y of his profession
"f.-fven[enl!‘ on the practice. The bar of
lligon was then, as it has been ever since,
“#liguished for its ability. GEoreE NIOH-
e iod JouN BRACKINRIDGE were among
'\ Members, and there were half a dozen
‘_5"' Olscarcely inferior reputation. Among
'fgmus the stripling from Virginia bold-
"ok his stand, and,to use his own ex-
r=sion, uttered many years afterwards, he
"aed at ouce into a lucrative practice. In
¢ Was doubtless greatly aided by his
‘edge of the practice, acquired by bis
i:':u:l‘”l_lllc.euhlp in the office of Mr. TiINs-
‘im:; Lis fiue voice, graceful gesticalation,
ia ke of, aud sympathy with, the feel-
:;d the masses, aud above all, his perfect
"ﬂ‘l"""mun aud tlery eloquence, must have
w2y commanded success, even had this
'«zm:‘ Wauling. He soon became the most
l'.am:’!'l'uun:u liwyer in theland. It has
rougeg ", l:l:,«d. that no criminal whom he
“lueg,’ Thi:“:,m"‘:l',’“, life, was ":r c‘on-
“Ut lawyer of \:ho ieve can be said of no
. qyeq of Pavne Ir‘ there is an, account,
Lwoat iy 4iine ':n.“u' 1.‘-:‘ Keutuck:
o memhar”, 0 LS, Kook
eloustitation, A plan of the proposed
= iiar o', uumitied 1o the people
& tudnal ey tcheme was a for
! vision o ..'ﬁ'.‘f,:‘”" of u::' slaves.—
; % Majority of b Lreme us uproar.
&g jy o were against
puiarj; led. Mr. Ceay,
S gf 11 andedlways was, ook ground fh
™ Membery ¢Zerted all his uenes to
W rOllhh Teturved who t as bhe
W Mwlitiontst " 1r ot e
;n."":? of that ¥
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upon that subject. He madea zreat speech.—
After he had finished, a call was made for
HxFrY CLAY ; for, though a niere boy in years,
and :.mhge:t ':ﬂ little more than a year's
standiug, putation was already ol
Mr. CLAY came forward at the call, apd I:I.“.
one of those impetuous, sweeping speechies,
for which he alterwards became so renowned’
Nota word was spoken after he sat down—
the sensation was 100 deep for exprossi but
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majority of members who agreed with him in |
nis views. The chairman was . PeTER"
B. PonTsr. The President, in his message,
earaesily requested that the country should
be put im an attitude of defence as soon as
poseible, and on the 30th of November the
chairman brought in & report in favor of the
recommendation. proper resolutions
were submitted, and on the 3ist December the

the le put NICHOLAS apd CLAY tn & car-
ﬂu‘o’w u‘:! d.r.ow them home.

1n 1862, Mr. CLAY, during his absence at the
Olympian Springs, and without his consent,
was elected to the Legisiature, of which he
continueda member until he was elected to
the Senate in 1506, In the fall of 1506 AARON
BuRrR was arrested in Kentucky on a cbarge
of being engaged in an illegal warlike enter-
prise. Burr's knowledgeof men was extra-
ordinary. From hearing bexsayin Borrts
make a short speech in a Fredericksburg
Court upoa s subject of insigniticant import-
ance, he discovered ntonce that he was an ex-
traordinary man, aud when he got into trou-
ble secured his services in preference to those
of much vider men, with more experience
and far higher reputation. He eviuced the
same kecen sagacity now in the selection of
HENRY CLAY as his couusel. Mr. CLaYy con-
sented 10 act, but first required of Burr a
written declaration that he was engaged in no
enterprise forbiddeu by law, an one that
was not known and approved of by the Cabi-
net at Washington. After having received
this assurance he appeun—d for BURR, and he
was acquitted. Mr. CLaY shortly afterwards
weut to Wasbiugton, where, when he had
seen the leiter written in cypher to WILKIN-
sON, he handed this paper t0 Mr. JEFFERSON,
wbho had saown him the WILKINSON letter.—
Subsequently after his retura from Ghent, he
refused the hand of BuRR, who offered it to
him in the Federal Court at New York.

Elected to fill & vacancy in the Senate of the
United States, occasioned by the resignation
of Gen. ApAIR, Mr. CLAY wok his seat in
1506, while he still wanted several months of
the Constitutioanl age. The first speech he
made was in favor of a bridge across the Po-
tomac. Even thus early he had conceived the
idea of that vast system of Internal lmprove-
ment, whic? he afterwards caused 1o be insti-
tuted. He tollowed up this speech by a pro-
posal to appropriate a certain quaatity of
land to cut i canal around the Rapids in the
Onio River. Soou after, he presented a bill
requiring the Secretary of the Treasury to
prepare a plan for the application of such
means as are within the power of Congress to
the opening of Roads and Canals, and also to
make a statement of the works already com-
menced, how far they have advanced, &c.

Having been elected for ouly one year of a
term, in the summer of 1507 Mr. CLAY was
again chosen Representative in the Legisla-
ture, and, at the opening of the session, was
elected Speaker. He was ulso elected to the
sume office during the succeeding years 1808
and '0. In December, 1508, he introduced res-
olutious in favor of the embargo, and expres-
sive of thanks 0 Mr. JEFFERsoN, the Presi-
dznt, for the ability, uprighiness and intelli-
gence with which he had adininistered the af-
fairs of th» nation. These resolutions were
vehemently opposed by Mr. HUNPEREY MAR-
S8HALL, who, however, was alone in his oppo-
sition. Soon after, Mr. CLAY introduced a
resolution recommending to the members of
the Legislature the,use of home-made cloth
only for wearing apparel. This resolution
Mr. MARSHALL denounced in very bitter
terms, characlerizing its presentation as the
trick of a low demagogue to acquire popular-
ity. The severity of his remarks led to a chal-
lenge from Mr. CLAY. The parties met and
exchanged two shots, by the first of which
Mr. MARSHALL, and by the second Mr. CLAY,
was wounded—both slightly. The seconds
then interlered, and prevented a farther pros-
ecution of the affuir.

In the session of 1S0%-'0, Mr. CLAY was
eiected to fill a vacancy in thg U. S. Senate,
occasioned by the resignation of Hon. BucK-
NER THRUSTON, whose terin wanted two years
of completion. In December, 1509, he took his
seat in the Senate for the second time, and
from this time his history becomes national.—
Mr. CLAY touk the earliest opportunity 10 ad-
vauce his favorite scheme for the promotion
of American manufactures. A bill was he-
fore the Senate to appropriate a samof mouney
for procuring munitions of war, and an
amendment had beea offered instrueting the
Secretary of the Navy to give the preference
1o American hemp, cordage, sail-cloth, &e.—
This amendmeat Mr. LLoyDp, of Massachu-
setts, moved to strike out, and a diseussion
took place, in the course of which Mr. CrLay
boldly avowed himeelf .in favor of the po-
licy of promdlifif domestic manufactures, de-
claring that the argament against sucbh a Sys-
tem drawn from the distress which manufa
tures had occasioned in England, would in-
dicate the propriety of abandoing even agri-
culture itzelf. Therecertainly had been great
distress among the agriculturists of Poland
in the feudal days. In short, if the black side
of the pictureonly were looked at, theres was
an end to ail human occupations. The amend-
ments were adopted, the bill was passed, and
this may be considered the first step taken to-
wards the estabiishment of the American sys-
tem.

During this session Mr. CLAY made one of
his greatest speeches—that upon the Perdido
claim. President MADISON had issued his
proclamation annexing the country out of
which the States of Alabama and Mississippi
are formed to the OUrleans Territory. 'he
Federalists alleged that the annexed territory
was a part of Florida and belonged to Spain.
They endeavored to frighten the Republicans
by saying thac Great Britain would be offend-
ed, and were very bitter upon the President.—
Mr. OCrLay smpﬁd forwasd in defence of his
pariy and Mr. MaADIsoN, and proved beyond
doubt that the lands belonged to the United
States. In replying to some member who had
lamented the fate of the Spanish King, he
sanid: *I leave the honorable gentleman to
mourn over the fortunes of the fallen CHARLES.
I have no commiseration for him. My sympa-
thies are reserced for the great mass of mankind ;
and I own that the peopis of Spain have them
most sincerely.” le emptied the vials of his
wrath without mercy upon the head of the
unlucky Federalist who had endgavored to
terrify the House by exhibiting the Gorgon’s
head of British indignation. “Sir,” said he,
*is the time never to come when we inay
manage our own affairs without the fear of
insulting his Britannic Majesty ? Is the rod
of British power to be forever suspended over
our heads? Does Congress put on an embar-
go to shelter our righttul commerce from pi-
ratical depredations committed upon it on the
ocean ! e are immediately warned of the
indignation of Eugland. Is a law of non-
intercourse propused ! The whole navy of the
haughty mistress of ihe seas is made to thun-
der in our ears. Does the President refuse to
continue a correspondence with a Miaister
who violates the decorum belonging to his
diplomatic character by giving and deliberate-
ly repeating an affront to the whole nation !—
&o are instantly menaced with the chastise-
ment which English pride will not fail to in-
flict. Whether we assert our rights at sea, or
attempt to maintain them on land—whither-
soever we turn ourselves—this phantom in-
cessantly pursues us.” ¢
The labors of Mr. CLAY during this session
were gigantic. He was uot only chairman of
several important committees, but spoke upon
every questionof importance that arose. He
was a strong friend of, if he did not origina
the bill givinga right of pre-emption to actua
settlers o} the public Jands. e brought in a
bill for firiher regulating trade and inter-
gourse with the Indian tribes, and thereby be-
came the means of instituling measures'of a
very eflective ebaracter for the protection of
the frontier settiers. He carried through an
amepdment to the bill enabling the people of
Orleans Territory (Louisiana) to form a con-
stitation which provided for publishing the
laws and records in the English language. Oa
the 27th of April, 1810, hg obtained leave of
absence for the rest of the session.

Mr. CLAY was again in his seat at the open-
ing of the next session, (3d December, 1810.)—
The Bank of the United States was now ap-
plying for a renewal of its charter. The Le-
gisiatureof Kentucky, had instructed its Sen-
ators to oppose it. Mr. CrLay coucurred
with them in their views, and ozpowd the
renewal. He spoke at cousiderable length in

Subsequently, it is well known,
he entertained different V"'I. and this was
the only great public guestion on which he
ever changed bis opinion. i
At this period of his life, Mr. OLAY felt that
the Houte was the proper place for him,
not the Senate.
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was ordered with the same result. Cun
. :::unmon the 4th December, and ywﬂ
once more chosens

1 vrien,
to detall the eveuts with which it
, e reetid. During 8ix ot \oe

resglved itself into Committee of the
Whole, Mr. BRRCKINRIDGS in “ the chair, on a
bill from the Senate 10 provide for raisin,

twenty-five thousand 1t . Mr Cray ad-
dressed the chair in favor of this propositiou,
with all the fervor aud energy of his na.
ture, reviewing the whole conduct of
Great Britain towards us, and declar-
ing that her object was mnot s0 much
to damage France, as 1o crush in its infancy, a
power which she foresaw would, at no very
distant period, contest with her the suprema.
cyon the Ocean. He denounced, in terms of
the utmost bitterness, the system of im-
pressmeut which she had so long practiced
with impunity, and said that war was justs.
fled by eve? consideration of honor and pat-
riotism, and he hoped it would be declared
before the end of the session. The bill pass-
ed, and Mr. CLAY afterwards spoke warmly
in favor of a bill for the increase of the naval
force, by an addition of ten frigates, which
was also passed. To Mr. CLAY’S eloguence
the country was mainly indebted for this re-
sult, and for the glorious conseqgences which
ensued, iu the deeds of our gallant little Navy.

On the first of April, the President trans-
mitted to Congress a confidential communica-
tion recommending an embar _sixty
days. The question was discu secret
session, by the House. A stormy debate im-
mediately ensued, Mr. CLAY advocating the
propasition of the Execuntive with great zeal
and eloguence, principally, he said, because it
was ‘‘ adirect precursor of war.” The oppo-
sition, led by JoEN RANDOLPH and JosiAH
QUINCY, fought with desperate determination.
The former said the Speaker wuas mistaken,
when he said that message was for war., *“ He
had,” he said, *too mueh relianceon the wis-
dom and virtue of the President to believe
that he would be guilty of such gross and un-
paralleled treason.” The language of Mr.
QUINCY was equally violent. Mr. CLAY re-
plied to them both 1n his warmest and most
vehement style. The message was referred to
the Committee on Foreign Relations. They
reported in its favor, and the House adopted
the report. In the Senate the time was
changed to ninety days,and in this form it
became a law. The attitude of defiance was
now boldly assumed, mainly through the ex-
ertions of Mr. CLAY, supported by Mr.
LowNDES, Mr. CHEVES, and Mr. CALEOUN.—
In ashort time the President sent in his war
message ; on the 3d of June the committee re-

orted a bill in favor of war, on the 15th it was
ormally declared by Congress, and on the 19th
ihe President issued a proclamation declar-
ing its existence. Mr. GALLATIN was called
to report a system of finance proper for the
occasion. He disappointed everybody. He
Kolnted out no new resources, but confined

imself to the old odious system of excise,
stamp duties, &c. Nevertheless, Mr. CHEVES,
at the head of the Committee of Ways and
Means, went to work in the best way he
could to prepare bills for collecting the taxes,
&e. When he had nearly gotten through, it
was discovered that both the President and
Mr. GALLATIN wer#opposed to the imposition
of the taxesat'the same session with thedecla-
ration of war, the latter ooserving that the
people would not swatlow both together. Mr,
CrLAY and his friends were obliged to submit,
and the delay turned out, as he expected, to be
most disastrous to the publie service. Con-
gress adjourned to meet again in the Fall.—
Dauring the recess, important events had oc-
cugred. HULL had ignominiously surrender-
ed at Detroit, and the disgraceful affair of
Fort Niagara had occurred. Attempts had
been made to adjust our difficalties with Eng
land, and had failed because the British Gov-
ernment wounld not_give up the right to im-
press our seamen. JIn 'he meantime HrLL had
captured the Guerrier, after an action of thir.
ty minutes, and the Nation was intoxicated
with the fame of the triumph. In January,
1513, the Military Commitiee reported a bill
for raising twenty thousand additional troops.
It was vehemently opposed by Mr. QUINCY,
who took occasion, in his speech, 10 denounce
NaroLEON and Mr. JEFFERSON in terms of
the vilest billingsgate. Mr. CLAY replied.—
His speech is the noblest defence of Mr. Jxp-
FERSON and his policy that either ever receiv-
ed. QUINCY had submitted a proposition to
impeach Mr. JEFFERSON, while he was Presi-
dent, and the House had cousidered it. Bat
when the vote came to be taken, he found him-
self in a minority of one. Mr. Cray dwelt
with immense force upon this legislative feat.
The day on which he delivered this speech
was intensely cold,bat the crowded audience
were electrified by his eloguence. He ¢on-
cluded by strongly recommeuding the calling
outof the whole resources of the nation, in men
and money, for the purpose of resistance. The
bill passed.

The first session of the next Congress took
place in May, 1813. Mr. CLAY was again
chosen Speaker. The President, in his mes-
sage, alluded 10 the savage manner iz which
the enemy had conducted the war, and upon
motion of Mr. CLAY, this portion of his mes-
suge was referred to a select committee. In
the speech which he made on this occasion,
Mr. CrLay éeclared that if the conduct of the
British and their savage allies had been truly
represented, it deserved the reprobation ot all
Christendom. The report of the committee,
at the head of which vias Mr. Macox, fully
confirmed all thathad been saidof the enemy’s
atrociues,

In September, 1812, the Emperor ALEXAN-
DER, of Russia, had intimated to Mr. ADANS,
the American Minister at St, Petersburg, his
intention to.offer his mediation between Great
Britain and the United States, and, in March
of the next year, the Russian Ambassador at
Washington formally offered the mediation of
his Government. T'he British Government re-
Jected these offers, bui proposed to meet com-
missioners of the United States at Gotfenburg
or London and treat directly. In conseqnence
of the offer of the Russian Government,
Messrs. GALLATIN and BAYARD had been sent
to St. Petersburg to join Mr. Apans, and the
offer of the Briuish Government being now
acce?wd, Messrs. JONATHAN RussiLand HEN-
RY CLAY were added to the commission. On
the 19th Jauuary, 1814, Mr. CLAY resigned his
station as Speaker, in an appropriate address,
and a resolution of thanks was passed the
same day, only nine members voting againstit.

The Plenipotentiaries first met atGottingen,
but afterswards transferred their sittings to
Ghent. The whole time employed in bring-
ing the wnegotiations to a conclusion, was
about five months. The proceedings were
slow in consequence of the British Commis-
siogers sending every note home to be decided
on by the Ministry, before decidingon it them-
selves. At one time the negotiations were
like to be blown up, by the publication of the
official dispatches of the American Commis-
siomers, giving a detailed account of the whole
proceediugs, and expressing small hopes of an
adjustment, in consequence of the demands of
Great Britain. The British Commissioners
were greatly exasperated ; but the affair was
smoothed over by the inimitable tact of Mr.
CLaY. Nuwmerous anecdotes are related of
Mr. CLay and the Commissioners, but we
have no room for them here. Upon two
points, it seemed impossible for the parties to
agree. The Americans claimed an equal pri-
vilege with the British in fishing in the Gulf
of Jew Foundland, and the seas in the neigh-
borhood, and the British claimed an equal
right with Americans to navigate the Missis.
sippi. Mr. Apans, Mr. BAYAED, and GALLA-
TIN, weredisposed to exchange one privilege
for the other. Messrs. CLAY and RusskLL
opposed all exchan, Matters went so far
thut Mr. CLAY finally declared he would sign
no treaty which gave toa foreiga nation the
right 10 navigate any of our rivers, on the
sume terms with our own people—that it
would be just as reasonable to insist on our
right to unavigate the Thames. The other
Cummissioners flnally yielded the point, and
to the firmuaess of Mr. CLAY weare indebted §
for retaining in our hands, the exclusive navi-
gation of that great fiver. The treaty of Ghent
has long been before the world. We need not,
tbherefore, speakof it here. Mr. CLAY remained
in Europe nutil September, 1515, visited both
Paris and London, arrived in New York iu
October, where he was complimented witha
public dinner, reached home in the same
month—and found 1hat he had been elected to
Qongress during his absence. Doubts having
arisen as (o the legality of thiselection, 3 new
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States. It was entirely shrough his

and y that Congress was induced
to ledge the priuciple involved in the
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provements. He opposed, with
nul}g‘. the Missourit mw::-.ur' w’l.:- thf
con upen that subject on nto
readingthe Unionin twain, be poured oil upon
the walers of strifeand soothed them iuto quiet
by his famous Compromise measures. He was
the father of the Cumberiand Road, aad, in-
deed, of the whole system of Internal Im-
e At apiem i Sie oyttt oy
er, (37 a s speech u
tarift of 1834 is an unrivalled efiort ogo:r‘n.
ment and research. He was the most promi-
nent member in pressing the Honse to a.vote
of censure on General JACKSoN for his con-
duct in the Seminole war, and hence arose the
long aud bitter enmity between those two. In
1821 he resigned his seat in conseguence of pe.
cuniary embarrassments, and,in 1822, was ape
inted, with Mr. BiBB, by the Legislature of
ntucky, a Commissioner to visit the Legis-
lature of Vlrﬂnll. for the purpose of settling
the vexed question of the ‘“‘occupyivg Claim-
ant Laws.” The incidents of that visit have
been 100 often told to need repetition here. In
1823 he was again elected to Congress, and
again made Speaker.

During the session he was principally en-
gagedin his plan for remodelling the tariil, and
on the 30th and 31st March delivered his great
speech upon that subject, in committee of the
whole, in reply to a powerful speech by Mr.
P. P. BARROUR, of Virginia. During the same
session, also, he advecated, with: great ability
and enthusjasm, the proposition of Mr. Wxs-
STER, to recognize the independence of Greece,
at that time engaged ia a deadly struggle with
the whole force of the Ottoman Ems{re.

There were, at that time, five candidates for
the Presidency befare the people: Mr. Apaxs,
Mr. CRAWFORD, Gen. JACKSON, Mr. CALHOUN
and Mr. CLAY. Mr. CALEOUN was dropped
by his friends, and ran for the Vice Presidencye
The election came off in the fall of 1824, and
resulted as follows : For Apaxs 84, for JACK-
BON 97, for CRAWFORD i1, and for CLAY 37.—
There being a majority for neither of the can-
didates, the election was of course carried to
the House of Representatives. It was well
knewn that Mr. CLay would carry the greater
partof the Western delegation, and had, there-
fore, the election in the hollow of his hand.
Mr. CLAaY made no sort of seeret of his inten-
tion to vote for Mr. ApamMs. To intimidate
him, or to ruin, if they could not succeed in
frightening him, a party of designing politi-
cians prompted Gro. KREMER, a stupid mem -
ber of Congress from Penusylvania, to write
# letter toa newspaper in Philadelphia, charg-
ing him with haviug bargained with Mr. Ap-
AMS for the Secretaryship of State, on condi-
tivn ot his voting tor him. Mr. CLAY in-
stantly denounced the statelnent as a buseand
malicious calumny, and called upon the au-
thor to avow" himself and prove the charge.
KrexMer avowed himself, and asserted his
readiness to_prove what he had said. Mr.
Cray immediately demauded of the House
an investigation into the charge.

A committee was appointed by ballot, not
oneof whom was a political friend of Mr.
Cray. KrEnER finding that matters were
growing serious, declined te appear before
the committee, although he had, a few days
before, invoked the reprobation of the House,
if he shoald fail to prove what he had charged.
The election in the House resulted in favor of
Mr. Apans, Mr, ULAY castie.g his vote for him.
He immedialely ofeed Mr, CLay the Secre-
taryship of State, which Mr. OLAY accepted.
It is said that he would not have done so, bad
he not been charged with bargaining fer 1t.—
He was determined to show the slanderers
that he despised their malice.

We hardly think it necessary to gointo the
details of the *“ Bargain, intrigue, and corup-
tion,” slander. We are sure there is nota
man now living who believes in it. Subse-
quently, in 1827, it was revived by Mr. CARTER
BEVERLEY, who nad it from Gen. JACKSON
himself. The General asserted that proposi-
tions had been made to him by a friend of Mr.
CLAY, to the effect that if he would appoint
Mr. CLAY, he wounld vote for him. That some
such proposition had been made to him, there
can be little doubt; but it has been pretty
clearly proved that it did not come from Mr.
CLAY, and that the latier knew nothing of it.
Mr. CLAY was on his way to Kentucky when
he first saw the letter of Mr. BEVERLEY mak-
ing this charge. At FowLER’S Garden, near
Lexington, where a grand dinner was given
to him on the 16th of May, he addressed his
old constituents, in a speech of transcendent
beauty and eloguence. As a piece of fervid,
vehement declamalfon, it may compare favor-
ably with any that was ever delivered. He
denied all the charges made against him, de-
fended his own course and the policy of the
Cabinet with trinmphant ability, and harled
back their the accusations of his enemies with
the force of a giant.

The instructions of Mr. CLAY to our minis-
ters abroad, while he was Secretary of State,
are models of State papers. We doubt whether
they have their superior in the archives of the
coumry.

‘When Mr. ApaMs went out of office in 1829,
Mr. CLAY retired to Ashland. On his way
home be was received wherever he stopped
with testimonials of respect. In 1530, ke paid
a visit to a married daughter who resided in
New Orleans, and his whole tour was & tri-
umphal procession. In the autuma of 1%31,
he was elected to the U. S, Senate, and about
the same time the Baltimore Convention nom-
inated him for the Presideacy, and JOHN SER-
c¢EANT for Vice President. This nomination
rendered hisposition embarrassing inCongress.
There was, moraover, a majority against him,
and he could have little hope of carrying any
proposition—as he was wont in the olden
time. ' Every question of vital policy was
brought up at that session. The United States
Bank applied for a re-charter through Senater
DALLAS, and the bill. Was supported by Mr.
CLAY and his friends, and sed, but after-
wards it was vetoed by the President. South
Carclina demanded a reduction of the tariff
of 1828 to such & figure as to destroy its protec-
tivefeatures. On this question, Mr, CLAY, in
spite of the JACKSON majority, spoke so elo-
guently and so often, that he contrived to de-
feat the aim of South Caroliaa, shaping the
tariff in such 8 way: as to enlarge the free list,
arnd reduce the duties on other articles, with-
out exposing existing interests t0 a ruinous
competition. Several propositions for reducing
the price of the public lands were brought
forward, the whole subject was referred to
the Committee on Manufactures, of which he
was chairman, evidently with the purpose of
embarrassing him, and injuring his populari-
ty; for, if he favored a reduction, he lost vo-
ters in the East, and if he opposed it, he lost
them in the Wesi. In three weeks Mr. Clay
reported in favor of an entirely new
system. This system proposed to leave
the lands under the control of the Federal of-
ficers to besurveyed and sold without altera-
tion of terms to purchasers; to pay 12! per
cent. of the proceeds annually_ over t the
States, to be used for purposefof education
and internal improvement; to distribute the
residue among the States forsimilar purposes;
to reserve $80,000 annually tospend in extend-
ing surveys; and to continue the act in force
for five years, unless a war cameon, sé as to
give ita fair trial. This plan was never adopt-
ed, except in s0 far as it is identical with that
proposed in 1541, to which Mr. BERRIEN at-
tached a proviso, that it should be suspended
upon an increase of the custom’s duties to
over 20 per cent. This rendered it a dead let-
ter soon after. It had not the effect bis ene-
mies desired. Itdidnotinjure the popularity
of Mr. CLaY.

The election came on in the fallof 1532, and
Gen. JACKRON was triumpbantly re-elected.—
It was hardly over, when a violent politi-
cal excitement was created by the action
of South Carolina. ThaiState had, at the justi-
tion of Mr. CALHOUN, cast her vote for Gov.
'LovD, of Virginia. She professed grea: dis-
satisfaction with the new 1ariff for retainiug
the protective principle, While it reduced the
duties on certain articles. She assembled a
convention,and nullified the wariff,se far as
she was coneerned. Gen. JACKSON jmme-
diately issued his famous lamation, threa-
tening South Carolina u‘m the use ot force,
and dispatched General ScoTT to Charleston
to enfurce the collection of the revenue, if lw

should become necessary. Civil waraud dis.
union seemed imwinent, and in the midst of
theexcitement, Mr. VERPLASK, of New York,
chairman of the Uommitiee of Ways and
Means, introduced a bill inlo the House di-
vesting the tariff of every feature of protec.
tion, apd reducing the duties to a mere numi-
nalsum. In this stateof atfuirs Mr. Cray pro-
posed his Com

measure,whioh reduced |
‘the tariff so ‘ndp.:.u‘l.;nn the maoufacturers
t be' ennbled to

%ﬁ“ﬂ"’&”ﬁ
:a’y the Senate, but lost fa House.

LAY then modified his first resolution sp
:ot".d' “Resol ‘i.v“ mwh his
ate proceedings relative to 2 reve-
nue, has assumed himaelf L and

wer not confe! by the Constitution and

ws, but in derogation-of both.” In this shape
it was adopted by & vote of 26 to 20. Geueral
Jacksox answered this' vote by his famous
protest, in which he claimed absolute control
over his subordinates in the'Executive Depart-
menis. The Senate, by a vote of 27 to 16, re-
fused to place this protest on the Joarual.

The French Government owed us a
sum of money on account of the spoliations
of NaroLxoN. This money—to the extent of
£5,000,000—the government of Lovis PHiLIPPR
had consented 0 pay,and a bill had been in-
troduced for that purpose, and passed through
one of the Chambers, but was lost in the
other. A draft, drawu by the United States
for the first instalment, was rettroed protest-
;d, and g;en. lrrn:luon ensued. The Pl;ehal-

ent, in his annval message, proposed that
Ceongress should give him power 10 make re-
prisals on Fr commerce, and the Senate
referred ithe proposal to the Committee on
Foreign Affairs, of which Mr. Oriy was
chairman. The report of Mr. CLAY was a
masterpiece, and had such au eflect upon the
Senate that it unanimously resolved tl
legislation with respect 10 French affairs wus
inexpedient. Peace was thus restored after the
French ambassodor had asked for his pass-
ports. In alittle time the French Chambers
pan:g the proper law, and amity was pre-
served.

At the session of '35-'36, Mr. CLAY again
presented his land bill and it p d the Se-
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says:

ten o’clock, when he

before midnight, During the day asd even-
fng he had his threats to take her
life, but shed ot pay any attention to them.

Soon after his retarn she weat into the room
‘where her children were nlceplngx and he fol-

ng down to

arrange the covering of the bed, be put a P“:h“
. the

lowedher. While she was stoop
to her neck just below theear, and fired

ball passing into her mouth. He then put an-
other pistol (he had provided himself with a

ir of eingle barrelled ones) to his head, and
The wife then
went down stairs and aroused & person resid-

nflicted the woand descri

ing in the house,
their aid. The

nate, but was lost in the House. It had once
before been vetoed by the President. The
right of petition was brought up this session
by Mr. BUCHANAN, who presented a memo-
rial praying for the abolition of slavery in the
Didtrict of Columbia. Mr. B. moved that the
memorial be read, and its prayer rejected.—
Mr. CLaAY heid that Con should receive
and consider a motion of this kind, and givea
reason for its rejection. The views of Mr.
CLAY prevailed, the petition was received, and
Mr. CLAY then moved to amend Mr. B.’s mo-
tion by a succinct statement of the reasons
for rejection. This statement proved unsatis-
factory to Southern Senators, and the state-
ment was rejected. s

At this session Mr. CLAY made a speech upon
the unsoundness of the pet bank system, and
the danger of the public moneys. The sys-
1em, he said, was nnsound, and withoat safe-
guards or securities. The failure of a cotion
crop, or any other incident that might create
a necessity for exporting specie to Europe,
would produce a general crash. In a year
this anticipation was more than realized. Mr.
CLAY, on the 8th June, reporied a bill from
the Committee on Foreign Atfairs, recognizing
the independence of Texas, whenever she
uho‘uld give evidence of ability to sustain her-
self. »

Mr. VAN BUREN was now President. He
had hardly been installed vetore the crash
foretold by Mr. CLAY took place. He was
compelled to call an extra session of Congress,
and it met on the first of September. He pro-
posed the Sub.Treasury system. Mr. QLAY
opposed his financial schemes with great zeal,
aflirming that there was no way for the coun-
try to get out of its difficulties but by a return
to the banks and the turiff. 1o May, 1838, on
motion of Mr. CLAY,a joint resolve, requiring
the government agents to receive for governe
ment dues the notes of specie-paying banks,
passed the Senate. In February, 1839, he de-
livered a speech in which he tock decided
grouud against the views of the abolitionists.
During the administration of Mr. VAx Bvr-
REN,- Mr. CLAY had many severe passages of
arms with Mr. CALHOUN, who bad rejoined
the Democracy, upon the Sub-Treasury gues-
tion.

In December, 1339, the Whig party held a
National Convention at Harrisburg, and nom-
inated General HARRISON for the Presidency,
and JoBN TYLER for the Vice Presidency.—
This was a greatdisappointment to Mr. CLAY'S
triends, who, with reason, thought him enti-
tied to the nomination. e himself, however,
acquiesced very cheerfully, and promised to
do his bestin the campaign that was to follow.
In the sammer of 1340, Mr. CLAY made his
first visit to the home of his 1athers, and it
turaed ot to be his last. A dinuer was given
himat Taylorsville, where he addressed an im-
mense concourse of the citizens of his old
county. A dinner was also given him in this
city, which will long be remembered.—
The canvass was now in full progress and
it resulted in the election of HARRISON and
TYLER, by a majority of 234 1o 6 electoral
votes. " (Wesheuld have mentioned that the
sub-treasury bill had been passed the pre-
vious June in spite of Mr. CLAY’'S earnest
and eloquent opposition.) General HARRI-
BON took his seat 4th March, 1540. Mr,
CLAY had now_just hopes of seeing his fa-
vorite policy of Bauk, Tariffund Distribution
esiablished ; but he was doomed to a great dis-
appointment. Gea. HARRISON died ; thebank
was vetoed by Acting President TYLER, who,
inaicating such a bill as he could sign, vetoed
thar, 100, as soon as it was presented 1o him.—
The members of the Cabinet, with the excep-
tion of Mr. WEBSTER, immediately resigued,
and it was at once understood that the Demo-
crats had possession of the White House. In
1842, a tarift bill, so framed as o perpetuate
Mr. CLAY’S land distribution bill, was vetoed
by the Presidvnt. After the land feature had
been stricken ont, it passed again, and this
time was signed. This was in 1242, It was
more protective than any that had ever been
passed, save that of 1828,

In Mareh, 1842, Mr. CLAY resigned his seat
and retired to private life. 1In October of the
same year, he visited londiana, and was there
presented witha petition praying him to libe-
rate hisown slaves. iir CLAY replied prompt-
ly 1o the bearer, a Mr. MEDENHAL, that he
would readily emancipate his fifty slaves if he
(M.) and his friends would pay their vaiue, 1o
be divided amoug them. In 1543 he made a
tour to New Orleaus, where hespent the great-
er part of the winter. Ie the spring of 1814,

tlantic

he made a tour of the Southern A
States, everywhere surrounded by thousands
upon thousands of enthusiastic admirers.—
He reached Washington city whaile the Con-
vention which nomiuated him was in session
in Baltimmore. The Texas question had now
arisen, and at Raleigh Mr. CLay expressed
himself opposed to annexation. DMr. Vax
Buxen did the same thing, wherenpon the
Democratic Convention set him aside under
the two-thirds rule aud nominsted JAMES kK.
PorLx. It is hardly necessary to enter inwo
details. Mr. CLay was defeated again, and
Mr. PoLK eiected to the Presidency.

Mr. CLAY continued in private life until
1549, during which time he lost his son and
namesake HENRY CLAY, Jr, who fell in the
battle of Buena Vista. This he described as
the great sorrow of his life. In 1847, he was
coufirmed in the Episcopal Church. Greatly
to the disappvintment of his more ardent
friends, Gen. TAYLOR received the Whig
nomination in 1518, He was elected, and his
administraiion weut into operation on the 4th
March, 1819. In December, 1849, Mr. OLAY
took his seat ouce more in the Semate. In
Jaa., '50,he . offered his famous Califurnia res-
olutions. They were objected toby Southern
men because they were believed to concede
everything to the Norih by asserting that sia-
very has no legal existence in the Territories.
They, however, asserted that slavery ought not
to be abolished in the District of Columbia,
that more effecinal provision ought to be made
for the restoratiou of fugitive siuves, and that
Congress has no power to prohibit the slave
trade between the Stiates. conlest, thus
opeuned, continned eight months, and resulted
as ‘follows: California was admi

was $10,000,000 and had her de-
floed, New and Uwad
as Territories without anything said about

slavery, the trade in the District of Columbia
was prohibited, and more eflectual provisioa
Was made :‘&;?0 n!:‘ndlmt;. eg&dth‘o slaves.
Jougress ur on Beplember,
haviag done liitls else thun pass thess bllfs.—
Gen. TaYLOR was dead, and MILLARD FiLL-

MORE was now Fresident. -
n the first day of

Mr. CLay was iu his seat
lh”x Dacember he pre-

the ':;xc session. ‘0 e A

seuted & number o! tions revision

" the tariff ot 1546, with & view o sdartiopal
i} came

Oa the 19th

Yesterday morning he was take:
derman xel -

derfulshe escaped instant death, the ball

ing so closely toa vital part. s-lu:uﬂ.?y
Y

leun old,and his wife about the same.
ave four children.

RoMANCE IN REAL Lirs.—The Cattaraugus
(N.Y.) Freeman gives an intefesting chapter
from the experience of a couple who com-
menced the journey of life together, in Bufialo.
Mr. W. E. Harrison, of Ellicottville, and Miss
Maria P. Smith, of Buffaly, were married at

the Genesee House, in that eity, two years

The marriage was celebrated in the mon l:l‘:f
April. For a brief period all went well, and
the marriage seemed likely to prove a hl‘l:a
Mrs.
Harrison made a visit to some friends in the
West, and listening to their officious, inter-
meddling and ill-considered advice, was pre-
prompt-
ings of her heart, to desert her husband —
Feeling that he had been deeply, grieviously

to be freed

advantageous affair for both parties. In
month of June succeeding their

vailed upon, much against the natural

wronged, and natarally aunxious

from an entangling alliance, that had been pro-
ductive of such bitter fruits, Mr. Hasrison
sought and obtained a Jivorceirom his wifein
the State of Ohio. But theafinir was destined
not to terminate in that abrupt and unhappy
maaner. Theerring and misguided woman,
convinced of the perfidy of her friends,at Jeugth

awoke to a perfect consciousness of the

wrong she had inflicted upon her Iate h@sbapd.
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TRAGIC APPAIR.—A tragic oocurrence took
place in Philadelphia, on Monday iast. An
Eaglishmaa named Wm. Smith, shot his wife
atd then shot himgelf, the immediate canse of
quarrel being her refusal to give him a ring [ *iER
given her by her first husband. The Ledger

On Sunday evening be was home till about
and returned a little

who summoned Dr. Ribl to
husband was found lying on
the floor of his chamber in 8 state of seeming
a i e:lhe 'J"&:‘."‘"U&' 'N"P:i ::l.
examiL was thought to ured.
':u‘tbn Al-

tler and held for a further bhear-
lnf. The injury to Mrs. Smith, tho vere,
it is believed, will not prove fatal. It js won-

A correspondence was opened berween them

she fully and freely acknow.edged her fault,
and asked for and obtained his forgiveness.—
The smouldering flame of their old affection
was rekindled, mutunal vows of love were ex-
changed anew, and on Saturday night last she

again became the wifeof Mr. utr:-on.

A PERILOUS LEAP.—When the accommod g
tion train of cars on the Richmond, Frede-
Hawe’s 1ane, on Mondnimornln‘ last, hu;

[+
the engine took fire and blazed up‘.lendul‘ 8
the Whistle

whistle
quite flercely at the time, induced the passen-
gers to think some immioeat danger was at
hand. The most of them rushed at once for
the rear piatform, among them C. T. Goolr

ricksburg and Potomac Railroad
ket filled with combustibles on the ten

thick volume of smoke back into
get car; the engiuer sounding

Esq., who, receiving a jostle, found

(Va.) Herald.

QUEER PARADE.—A company of Zouaves
Tha

paraded at Philadelphia on Monday.
suniform is thus described :

The uniform of the Zouaves consists of &
red Turkish cap, bound round with a roll of
white muslin resembling & turban ; a blue vest
fitting close to the body, with a yellow stripe
down the centre from the neck to the waist.—
Over this is worn a loose blue cloih jacket
with arabesque yellow worsted trimmings asd
red cuffs. The trowsers are of red cloth, made
wide, with plaited folds reaching down below

<the knee, where they are “tucked” up. Bee

low this, each ufin wears a set ot leather

gings, reaching to the aukle, with white over-
gailers over the shoes. The meck is perfectly
bare, with no sigu of a shirt. Each man wore
his hair cropped short and his moustache
tarned up at the corners. The officers wear:
blae frock coats, red caps with gold trimmings,

and satin vests.

“CAMPIRG OUuT” AT CHARLESTON.—A cotle
mittee of the Iudianadelegation 1o the Charless
tom Conventiun announce that they have made
arrangements which insure that ail who de-
sire 10 visit Charleston can be gratified at an
expense not exceeding anz. dollars—that is,

k and be lodged and fed in

Charleston within low figures siated. The
committee say they have provided a capaeious
and very serviceable water-proof temt, like
‘n

cau go and come

those used for Floral Halls at State Fars

the West. This tent will accommodate five
hundred men. This cauuun? they will
and provisions

have pitched in Charleston,

will be forwardedand piaced therein, for the
refection of the boarders. The commities
rromuo. however, nothing more @an sheiter

rom the weather, and suggest thatesch mem-
ber of this extemporized commmunity bring with

him his own ding.

THE CoAL TRADE OF GREAT BRITAIN.~The
total uct of the coal mines of the United
Kingdom in 1858, was (he emormous amount

of 65,008,619 tons, of which, in rosnd

59,000,000 tons were consumed at home, an

e,mp.,:m tons imported.

The largest coal-producing districts were
Durbam and Nortbumberiand counties, 13;-

&3.454 tons;

Scotland, 5,926,240; Yorkshire,
€,302,150; Laucashive, l"l.ulm; 83-&_';1:-,

7,195,280 ; and Stafl i 780 tons.

Tbﬁ&um of coal —

in_1859, was 4 tons,

The exports for 1850
tons, distributed as follows :

'ons.
i . oeu......914,288 »
E ark. . .m.IaIT"hm

ST

W Wallaers

rigeity was so little satiafied thas Mr.
u‘»‘: t’m n“nmm nine additional
work. When ‘

fo.
have been” the opera will ‘

of February and playing nightl
and Roya)

e g ST
et d "

ia Loadon
amouated to 6,529,453

O -y
ruseia YT g
Hanse Towss. ... . W, [odi <

"La;u-."—mm

's opera of *. ” at the
Royal English Opera, London, seems to ‘be
beyond precedent. Although.the seasol e‘;

to;douonn.mhdhn-nur 5

od uninterrupted run of . A
g{ﬂ:&&lvu been produeed ny b
‘the
s dayioad

> @t

. )« g A
OUF GREUFINIRIRSS 0y GERCE DY
P rordyparen o By

States of Ameriga W
the corvetts, and 31

At

i

i

il
l

-
»

at the hotel and
with music on
which they ex;
‘Indeed they

i¥

B

is the intentiga of
city 1o take the engi
higher officers of the ship
tiou to the various found
.M';. of this eity,
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rial Court, 19 be entr
g this. When we éntered,
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The officers on board a Japanese
arecalled “two sword

of President Buchanan hangi
uous place. The Japagese
played on board the ship at the
This is & white

a red ball in the centre,

W examin® the

abuvut to fall, and thereupon leaped from the
platform. 'l"he train was going from fifieen to
twenty miles an hour, and the only marvel
is that he was'not killed. Mr. G. feil on his
side and head, and was fortunate emough to
escape with a few embrasures of the skin im
the face and ou the top of the head-—rnot se-
rious, however,as he was weil enough to ap-
pear as counsel in Coyrt at Bowling Green in
the afternoon of the same day.—Fredsricksburg
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premedimtion,
S

, eXecution is 10 be
ed 1ill the expiration of one year afier
passing of sentence, and until the Gov
shall issue his warrant therefor.
the second degree is t0 be punished with jm<

, As. thus amended, the
‘mo'by the decisive vote of
btless pass the

robbery. Even

i pasacd the 1
®
94 yeas to 9 nays, and will dou
Senate aise. v ¢

T —. e —
A GrAND Suxmer EXcunsios.—~An

tion will leave Boston early ja Ju

Nerthern coast of Labrdader snd

nder
Dodge, ntleman of b
nﬂ:‘-gﬁnnt«

f:"-:eé’:&-:'

1y of

1ate und Wiitlams Obliege
about thirty fu sil;

-
i
H

5

i

2
i

-
5

IxePBCTING ML —The Logisiat
York have under consideratiog.
ish fraud in the ada < e
and it shon o

:

IMPORTANT REOARDING TRR G
A private letter wa

e

]

-
‘g

4

b (
ad b tates that the time
=y .wu:': l:.y‘eu and Heenan

;3

4

EE
H

because of antic!
ofeourse wish to

i

i

1

troduced to Admirat

s
£

and evi-

resembliag atag-

treason,
or while
or

sxpedi-

odd
uu'::‘n:-'.
en habit of

LH

Elﬁ

£
TR

E

-

5

the Rghters

Poar-Orpicss.—Axofice is estad-
elson Station, Nelson
:.tm 'r;‘- ﬁh and A
mpkins appoin
Appointments.—L. P. postmaster
county, vice B. D. Pitts, do-
N Postmaster




