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THE NATIONAL CRISIS.

Letter from Viee President Breckinridge—

er fryvm Judge A treet i
:‘n'r‘\‘ Mavemenis iu nty
Meetings in Virginia ra Lon
federacy -~ The Defences of Charleston
Harbor- Fert Palaski—The Servants in

the Field, k¢ Xo.

(ETTER YROM VICK PRESIDENT BRECKINRIDGR.
" Hop Johw C. Breckinridge has wrilten a
to (Fev. Magoffin, of Ky, in which,

letter I
while favoring the compromise propositions of
Mr. Or jitenden, he expresses himself as utter-
Jy hopeless of their being adopted. He con-
cludes as follows
ne immediate questiou aow presented jz,
peace of war. Whaether the ‘ngbl of a Biate
. Siates to dissolve connection with the fed-
orsl system be a reserved right, or one grow-
ing out of the Coustitution, or ihe right of
revolution, the great fact lies before us, that
ihe act hias been done; and we fre not permit-
ted to doubt that in a few wecks seven oreight
Siates, contnining & larger population than
‘ne thirteen OUolonies at the epoch of the Rev-
~lath wiil bave withdrawn from the Upion
declared their independeunce. Under
atever name deguised, a colligion of arms
with them will e war
" Tue dominant party here, rejecting every-
ping, proposing uothing, are pursuing a poli-
cv whieh, under the pame of *enforcing the
sws and " punishing traitors,” threatens
plunge the countiry into all the calamities

f civil war,

The Federal Urion cannot be preserved by
arms. Theattempt would unite the Southern
Siates in resistance, whilein the North a great
multitude of true and loyal men vever would
consent 10 shed the blood of our people in the
name and under the authority of a violated
cumpact. A serious ollision ujpon existing
jssues would destroy whatever hope may yet
remain of preservingor restoring tue Union.
Anattempt to hold 1t togetlier by the bayonet
would exceed anyithing vet recorded in the av-
«l¢ of human madaoess acd foily. It would

l..‘ £ on a war of upexampléd ferocity, in
which every viial principle of the Uunion
would disappear forever. 1f the South should

succeed in maintniuiog her independence, the
feuds and animosities engendered by the con-
1est belween the sections would be transmit-
ted to succeeding generatic wlh
should be subjugated, the (Goveror
become in form and In fact cotsc
would soon reach the usual hisu
nation in a military despotism. Iu / :
Jugationismp !\ulrl'l’w without exiermisation :
& ths S ISE Jie,
d‘:\’uj‘ ‘;r]' ‘u.-‘ danger of civil war isimmi-
pent, vunless it shall be arrested by prompt
and energetic action. 1f, before the passions
of men become aroused,and a series of unto-
ward eveuts drift us into strife, Kentucky and
the other border Statesshall caunly and firmly
piesent a united front agaiust i1, 1 believe 1t
may be arrested. Fifteen Siates are potent u{
prevent war. This, toco, would strengthen all
the true m2n in the Northern Sta'es who re-
sist the a rocious policy. Upon this question
let u y. The force party Le-
lteve that tucky and other Southern
Siates are serivusly divided ou this subject
1 uless this » be quickly shown 1o be a de-
v become the parent of a brood of

us,

s annihilate par

Juston, itr
woes )

I'ne wisdom of the Legislature will doubi-
jess provids whatever 1s needful; yet, at a
ume like this, it becomes the du'y, Lis Hua.

right, every mau to express his opinlons;
aud, e citizen of 'u»(::mmunwe..l'h, 1
give my voice for a Sute Convention, It is
only by the direct action of the several Siates,

10 their sovereigo capacity, that anyihing el-

sotual can uow be done; and, for one, I de-
re that Kentucky may have an opportunity
determiue, in the mos' solemn mauner, her
judgment ol her rigais, aud hrr‘:uulvulf in
the present condition of affairs. She bas not
peen an inactive nor inglorious member of the
Confederscy ; she is in the presence of great
sud startling events, and it is not her nsture
to sit in listless apathy, borne along by rapid
carrents, without the power 1o direct her
course. Latber have the opportunity, through

her chosen representatives, of deciding upon
the prospect of reuniting all the States in a
constitutional Union, or, 1t that shall be im-

possible, et her Le in a posilion lo delermite
her own destiny.

This letter has grown longer than I intend
iithough 1 have adhered pretty closely to
wy original purpose, rather 1o present facts,
aud my hmpressions ol them, from this stard-
point, than to enter upon eluborate discussion.
1 ueed not say to you, my dear sir, that 1 have
uttered nothing in an obtrusive spirig, but
rather, reluctantly and sorrowfully. My sug-
jous in regard tothe action of l\eq'mk_\

ure offered iu & spirit of loyalty to the State I

love and will ever obey. Thuey are clearly

right, or very wrong. 1t right, the pleasure
will bs mine to have said a tmely word; if

wrong, 1 will koow how 10 bear without a

murmur all the consequences of an honost but

lerrible mistake.
Very sincerely, your friead,
JoHN O. BRECKINRIDGE.

110, B. Mago/in, Governor of Keutucky.
I'HE LEITER FROM PRESIDENT LONGSTRENT

The following is the letter written by Judge
Lougstreet, President ¢f the Colliege of South
Carolioa, and published in the Charlegton ps
pers. The “calami‘y” of which he speaks
firing the first gun—has already occurred :

1 pray the avthorities and people of South
Carolina to put aside passion, and hear pa-
tently and thoughtfully what I have to say
upon the preseat critical position of oar be
loved State. The chauces are that Lam wrong
iumy views; for, so far as 1 have been ena-
bled to collect the popular sentiment in this
quarter, at least eight out of ten of the wisest
Leads of the lana are against me, and 1 have
resched that period of life when the wisdom
ol age begina 1o give pluace 1o its weaknesses.
Buat the correctuess of opinions is not to be
estimated by number, or by age but by the
siandard of reason ; and to this stavdard 1
would respectfally invite all whodiffer with
me. This much is cerwin, that almost every
mau wita whom I have conversed upou the
points of difference between us, shows mauni-
fest excilement—the poores: accompaniment
ot reason and argument that could be seiected
from the armory of mind.

1t seems to be geuerally understood (and ap-
proved of)) that i1t the Harriet Luaue attemnpts
10 enter this port she will be fired into; and,
If rumor is 1o be credited, this is to be doue
without pariey or explanations. If 1 have
not lost my senses, this is the mostdangerous,
useless, ili.advised measure which could pos-
sibly be alopted justat this time. Thus far
the war betweeu South Carolina and the
Federal Goverument has been constructive;
the flrst gun fired makes it actual. Thus far
South QCarolioa has maintained a purely de-
fensive position ; this measure is openly ag-
gressive, and is to draw the first blood trom a
citizen of the United Siates; aud, for anght
that we know, from some champion of the
cause of South Usrolina, The character in
which the Harriet Lane approaches us, we do
not know, aud cannot Know, if she comes with
sealed instructions.

This thing is to be done just as four States
are bastening o our embrace as iastas they
can come, and when It I8 almost certain that
nll the slave States will be unived with us 1o
cue grand Qonfederacy In less thun three
montus; and after our warmest supporters
amoug them have implored us to wait for con-
cert of action with them, when the Northern
States are still obedient to the Federal Gov-
ernment, and likely to be while Buchanau re.
muine in oMce; when that Governmentis
reeling, and in two months’ time may ba ome
lmpowaut for good or evil,when South Carolina
is ihe peculiar object of Black Republican
veugeince, and when they wantonly atolera-
ble pretext to visit her with a war of ex-
termivation before the other Siates can in
due form come to her help; when all the help
she cau hope for is i1mpotent &t sea.—
Her nggressive step will alarm the Swates
which areut the point of secession,and per-
charce kindle dissension in their bosoms : cer-
twinly enkindie their ire against her. It will
uvite the North aud the world agsinst ber. It
Will verity the diemal prediztious of the sub-
missiomists, and blast the repuiation of the
secessionia's. It will precipitate South Caro
ltun from the highest pinnacle of fume to the
lowest depih of humiliation. When I thiok
of the probability of it, y soul is 80 heavily
burdened with the awtul respousibility of the
act, that [ cau bardiy bring my thoughts to
decent order, or my pen to decent style. If
uvothing eise would stay the act, I would

cheerfully surrender the power of speech and
of hrariong for the balance of my life to avert
it. What do the advocates of this desperate
messure promise themselves from it? “lt
will usite the Southeru States.” Are they
not united already ! Do not the rankest cow-
ards sny there must be resistance? Does one
of them disapprove of the step which South
Caroling has taken, save us to time? And has
she not, Up to this time, repelled the objections
1w her haste ! Her people forced her to quick
secession ; and here they were satisfied with
dispatch, aud perfectly willing to await the
action of ber sister States. Their representa.
ives have bsen iu no burry. Way, thea, just
as we areabout to reap the best fruits ot our
labors, are we going to become rash indeed
aud fling them away for Lhe apples of Sodom

May God save us from this measure! Take
away the apology of “uniting the South,” and
the act slands before the world witbout ex-
cuss,

You cannpt say that the Harriet Lave comes
Wilh & warlike intent; and if you could, fir-
Ing into ber is not golng 1o defest her intent,
or advauce the of South . Uaro-
lina the thousaudth part of a hair's breadth,
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But it will furgish your ey with an ad-
mirable apology for filling your harbor with
armed shipe, turning Sumter upon Moultrie,
laying waste your city, aud lining your coast
with ub.ican hirelings. Hirelings ' Aye,
when the war opens, it is to be hetween ihe
bright and gallant sous of South Carolina and
thess hirelings. Woe 10 the people who bring
on sach a conflict, but from dire necessity ! —
Is it necessary? No, no, no! It is mnot only
bootless, desperate, but wholly unnecessary.
Mr. Buchanau #ays be dces not mean to at-
lack any State for seceding. All the Black
Republican presses say the same thing. But
they mean 10 collect the revenues. This, to be
sure, is war in disguise, but practicaily it is
harmiess, and we will be able to keep it in
disguise until the proper time for us to sirip
the monster of its veil.

The Black Republicans think and hope that
when their Collector is sémt here, the State
will deal with him in some way that will jus-
tify open war upon her. To fire inte the ves-
sel that brings Lim is exactly the thing which
they want. lence the vessel that is coming is
named, her dispatchies are hid from public
view —they may be peaceinl or belligerent,
(something seemingly peaceful will be put
tuto them for future uses,) the Couliector is
named. Now, for God's gake, people of South
Carolioa, do not fall into this trap. Let the
Coltector come, let bim land, treat him polite-
ly, tutrodace him to Mr. Colcock,and teil him
you hope the QCulleciors of the 1wo sovereign-
iles will settle their respective clatms in the
spirit of courtesy and kinduoess. Do this, and
the President of the Republicans will be beau-
tifully check-mated. AM the time consumed
in these courtesies will be bringing on your
allies. The end of it will be that the revenues
will be coliected ont at sea.

Be1tso: let them have them ; let your com-
merce goon untl our Confederacy is formed.
Betore that time, floating custom-houses wiil
be strung all along our Southern coast, and
we will bave a Oonfederacy of the cotton-
growing States. Even then, I would not pre-
cipitate a war. The vew Uoufederacy will
certainly be acknowledged by Frauce aund
Evglani, and they will enter into treaties of
commerce with us, by which they will oblignie
themselves 1o push the floating custom houses
aside, acd open a glorivus traflic with us.—
I'hus, by a little delay, and the forfeiture of
the customs for a few months, we gain every-
thiug we desire, without the loss of oue drop
of blovd—without spoiling our harbors, and
without juterrupting our comimerce for a siu-
gle hour. Aud now for the ticklish peint:
Sappose they come to streugthen the pusts -
it the salvatton of the worid depeuded upon
11, could you preventthem fromsodoing? 11
you could not, why would you waste bioocd
and treusurein attempting to doit! Isitany
disgrace not to 1nitiate & hopeless contlict I —
Auny nation would be excused for decliniug
such & couflict; but no nation cuuld be ex-
cused for Dbeginniug 1t. What must be
thought of the nation who would begin 1t on
the water, withouta guu-boat or a sair to
sustain it? And what sort of a begiuning of
it will it be, to flre a few useless snots at a
mere Governmeut cutter! FProvoke open and
unequal war to prevent the streugthening of a
fort which is already too strong tor us!

Here is the beginuing aud the eud of the plan
propused : Firea few worthless shotsata ves.
sel—sel dSumpter to firing upon Moultrie—
thold Moultrie till some hundreds of our sons
are buried in its ruins—then desert ity and
wait the wrath of the United States upon our
devoted city! If all the forts were crammed
tull of men, they would not attack the city
unless first atwucked. If we were sure they
would, we caonnot preventil; why, tien, in
the name of God, bring ena war ot such tear-
ful consequences ! 1f you mean to hold Fort
Moultnie;, I tmplore you to let the first shot
come from the enemy. Burn that precept into
your hearts, 1/ you desprse ali else that | have
written, But 1 would abandon it now, it de-
mauded, put ing it just as Auderson leftit.—
But no, it must be neld, desperate as is the
tenure, or we shall be called cowards. Fools
may 0 call you—no wise man will, * It must
end 1n a war,” says oune, *aud we'd as well
bring it on atonce.” It pever will end in a
war, if the South will be prudent, and we
must let no Southern State begin it. Aad if
a Southera State is to begin it, let her not be-
gin it on the water. A, B, LONGSTREET.
CORBRESPONDEMCE BETWEEN SECRETARY

THOMP=ON AND PRESIDENT BUCHANAN.

The following is the correspoudence which
passed between Pre-ideant Buchanan and Sec-
retary Thompsou, o the resignation of the
latter:

WasniNgTON, Jan. 8, 1551,
Sir: It is with exticine regret | have Just
learned that additional tioops have been ordered
to Charleston. ‘I'lus =ubject has Leen frequently
discuszed 1 Cabinet Council; and when on Mon
day mght, 3lst of Dece.aber uitimo, the orders fur
reinforcements to Fort Sumter were counter-
manded, | aisunetly underscood from you tnat no
ordei of the kind woud 'e made without being
previously consider®d and decided in Citinet. It
is true that on Wedneasday, January 2d, this sub-
Ject was again aiscussed 1 Caviuet, bat certs nly
no conclusivn Was reached, and the War Depart
ment was notjustihied in ordering reluforcements
witnont someining more than was then said. |
learn, however, this moroing, for the first time,
that the steamer Star ¢f the w estsailed fromn New
)} ork last daturds) night with two hundred and
hity men, under Lieutenant Bartlett, bound for
Fort Sumter. Under these circuiustances | el
wyself bound to resign my commission, as one oi
your constitutional aavisers, into yuur naads.
With high respect,your ob’t serv’t,
J. 1nHomr=onN.
His Excellency Jawies Buchanan,
Yreswdent ol the United States,

1 Wasnincrox, Jan. 9, 1561,

SiR: | have received and accepted your resig-
nation, on yesteiday, o the oifice of secretary of
the Iuterior.

On Monday evening, 31st December. 150, | sus
Wndeu the orders which had been issued by the

ar and Navy Uepartiients, to send the Brookiyn
with ienforcements to Fort Sumier. Of this |
Informea you ou_the same evening. | stated to
you my reasoa for tms suspension, whiea jyou
Kuew, 1rom its nature, woulu be speedily removed.
-fLcunseqence ol your request, however, | pro-
luised tnat these orders snould not be renewed
“without velng previously consuwered angudecided
in Cabinet.” This premixe wus laithiully Observed
onr my part. in oraer to carry 1t into efleer, |
oalled & special Cabinet meeung on Wednesuay,
24 January, 1:61, 1o waich the question of send.ng
rewntorcemenis to Fort Sumter was amply dis-
cussed both vy yourse!f and othere. ‘I'he de
cided majority of opinwons was against you —
At this moment the answer of tne ¥outh La o ina
Y Commiissioners ”’ to my communication to them
of 3lat December was received und read. It pro-
duced much indgignation among the members of
tue Cabinet. After a further briei conversat.on |
e upioyed the following langusge: ** Iti8 now all
over, and reinlorceiments must ve sent’”’ Juope
Black said, at 1h2 womeut of my decision, tha:
alter this letier ine Cabinet would bs unsnimous,
and [ heard no dissenting voice. ludeed, thespiiii
and toue of the letter left no doubt on my mind
that Fort sumter wou d be 1mmediately atiacked,
and hence the nccessity of sending reintorce-
ments there without delay

W lulst you admit *“ tnat on Wednesday. Janua-
ry 2d, this subject was again discussed 1o abinet,’”
you say, *‘ but certainly no eonclusion was reacn
ed,and the Waur Department was not jestified in
ordering remfuwemenly Withcut something more
than was tien sard.”” You are certainly mistak
en in alleging that **no conclusion was reached '’
In this your recoilection i1s eutirely ditferent from
that of your fouro'dest colleagyues in tne Cabinet
ludeed, mwy languape was s0 unmistakable that
the secrctaries ol War and ths Navy proceeded
toact upon i1t without any farther intercourse
with mys«ll than what yeu heard, or miznt have
heard me say. You had been so emphatie in op-
posing tnese reiniorcemsnts thet [ vhragnt yon
wouid resign 1n eonsequance of my decision. |
deeply regret that you have b2en s:istaken in point
of 1act though | hrm y balieve honest.y miistaken
Sullitis certain you have not the less been mis-
taken. Yours,very respectiully,
Jamies BUCHS NAN.

Hon. Jacob Thaempson.
THE DEFENCES OF CHARLESTON HARBOR.

Such measures have been adopted to prevent
all vessels of an offensive character enlering
the harbor of Charleston, that even those be-
longing to that city cannot get out without
aid  All the buoys bhave been remcved, and
some, if not all of the beacons, taken down.—
All lights are extinguished at night, except
that upon Fort Sumier, which, for the pur-
Pose of navigation, might as well be a hundred
miles off, and the light-ship has been with-
drawu. From Gemmin’s Point to the light-
houee, & distance of several miles, sandbank
batleries have been erected and well manned,
ard vessels laden with paviog stones and
other heavy subsiances are placed at impor=
teut polnts 10 sink, so that wny vessels of an
opposiug character thut might presume to
wowl in would be stopped. If the Star of the
est atlempts Lo earry her living cargo to the
help of Fort Sumter,she will be at once sunk
by the South Carolina troops stationed along
the extrance of the harbor, as a determ {uation
exists among them not to allow of reinforce-
ments arriving at that furt. Pilots have been
firmly charged not to pilot vessels-of-war into
the lurbor,gut no restrictions are pinced upon
vessels of commerce and trade. When the
steamship Columbia was ready for al-
though she belonged to the city of Charleston,
80 completely bad all marks of the channe:
been obliterated, that it cost the sum of oue
bundred and fifty dollars to get her clear of
the harbor. It was estimated that the value
of the vessel and cargo, which counsisted of
cotton, rice, domestic produce, &¢., was not
less than $450,000, and yet this large amount
was “locked up " for some time, rasther than
allow chances for the vessels of the enemy 10
mske their way up to the fort or the city.
On Saturday last it was esumated that about
thirty-two vessels from foreign ports, "la
Great Britain, France, Spain, Sweden an
Germany, were in the harbor, shipping cotton
and other Seathern produce, the medium of
ng taken by the very vessels
-~ .;:l‘l. II“‘:O .l-’ 3' act of lounn&. 'f.ho::
r tweaty-two INoribe
and Eastern that were all standing

e
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FROM CHARLESTON—THR INSECURITY OF THE
HARBOR WORKS,
The Ohnrleston Mercury of Wednesday has
an article on the harbor defences, from which
the follewing s an extrac::

War is imminent. Geu. Scott hascontrol
of the United States Government. War is bis
trade, and war is now his counsel. 1 hesword
is his arbiter, ard to the sword he now luoks.
Information has passed throughout the whole
country,from New York to New Orleans, that
250 men are ordered to the Charleston harber
for the purpose of reinforcing the United
States command at Fort Sumter,

What is our power to resist this act of war,
and what is our daager of failure in the at-
tempt ?

Furt Moultrie is directly under the guns of

Fort Sumter. We venture little in the asser-
tion that its power to maintain a struggle
against Fort Sumter is quite inadequate.—
The attémpt will but make her a slaughter-
pen of our best citizens. To what point or
points, and to what power, are we to look for
means of adequate and effectual warfare and
defence ! Are our redoubws on Morris’ Island
and on the east end of Suilivan’s Island, at
this moment adequate for the complete pro-
tection of our haroor against all attacks that
can now be made upon ust If not,will it be said
that Fort Moultrie can sink any vessel or war-
cteamer thatattempls to come uunder her guns!?
Granted. Bat whut, if such man-of-war, in
altempting to enter our harbor, is breught to
by the balis from our redoubts! What hin-
ders.her from turning tail, and goirg agaiu to
sed With ber reinfocements! Will we not
haveopened war with the United Siates ! And
will uot Major Anderson be empowered aud
compelied, us an officer of the United Siates
Government, to open fire on Fort Moulrrie !'—
And will be notdo it And can he notentirely
dismantle her iu 4Shours. Having completed
his work. what will hinder the:aid man-of
war from again entering our harbor, and
bearing her reinforcements to Fort Sumter ] —
Nothiug, surely, but the strength of our re-
doubts, and their ability Lo siak ner. Are
they in w condition to do it, beyound & doubt ! —
Weconfess to bave no accurate military iu-
formation ou the point, It may beso. Buatit
noi, is there ume for delay ! Five, ten thou-
sand uegro lubarers can, and eould have been
bhad. Should these points not be mude cur
sutef reitance ! Two bundred horses (which
au be had)can remove a large body ot cau-
unon inaday. Two or five thousand labor-
ers can throw up a large embaukwent in
twenty-four hours. Is uot this the time w
do 1! Why should not at least thirty
cannon be placed at the east end of Sullivan’s
Isiaud ¢ Ivstirikes us (not being military men)
that this is our point, and not Fort Moultrie,
Butif tois is not suflicient, why cannot all ot
our channeis, except Mafli's chanuel, be
blucked up for the time beivg ? Is it not worih
it, to maintain our power! Will it cost
money toremove hereatter such obstructions !
Lo besure it will. But wiil it notcost mauy,
masy valuable lives, ifitis notdone! Uu-.
less, indeed, the redoubis we have spokeu of
are in a sufficient state af readivess to pro-
tec’, beyord a doubt, the harbor frem all and
avy atwacks by sea., Will it not do more }—
Witl it not, for the time, tie our hands, wod
virtually subject us to the foreign policy and
bostile power of the United Siates Guvern-
ment!

MILITARY

MOVEMENTS IN CHARLESTON—F
TAL ACCIDENT.

The Charleston papers of Wednesday far-
nish the following items of news:

On Mouday night, shortly atter 10 o'clock, as
oue of tne senticels at Castle Pinckney was
going s rounds, he was approacued by a per-
scunat the time uuknown. The sentinel pre-
sented his musket ia the act of chuallenging
him, whea the piece unfortunately went off,
nud the siravger immediately teil. Ou exami-
nation, it proved to be private R. L. Holmes,
of the Caroliva Light Iufantry. The ball had
taken effectin the lefy side, under the shoulder,
traversing voth luugs, aua inflicting a wouna
from the effects of which he survived only 20
minutes,

Up tooneo’clock last night, when our re-
porier left the vicinity of Fort Sumter and
slorris’ Island, all was quiet in our harbor.—
I'be guard boats wereacuvely plying up aud
dowu the entrance, overhauling every un-
kuown cratt. The rumors that the Suar of
the West would oake her appearance iu our
waters, Kept the sextinels on the qui vive, and
the cry of “all's well !” could be heard echo-
g over the waters from Fort Moultrie to
Fort Sumter. Atthe latter postitis evideni
that the greatest vigilance is kept, and not
even the smallest buat can approach the walls
wiihout the greft hailing of the sentinels on
the ramparts. Ia a former article upon the
defences of Fort Sum:er, we noticed the fuct
that the second tler of casemates had been
wulled up. We observed yesterday that the
masopry closing two of these casemates,
puintung towards Fort Moultrie, has been re-
moved, the guns for those cusemates beiLg
cempletely mounted,

Two additiopal companies of volunteers,
who have euntered the service of the State tor
six mouths, arrived in the city yesierday, aud,
without arms or equipments, were marched
on board the stenwer Excel, {.r secret ser-
vice,

Tue first company, under command of Cap-
tain Spires, and Lieutenants (George Robio-
son, I, C. Barber and Henry Key, numbered
over one hundred stroug, heal hy-locking
men, frcm Hamburg.

The second company, s.;i¢d the “* Cherckee
Poud Volunteers,” numubesce + ghty-two men,
nearly all of them youny fur:aers, cager for
service. They were evitinanced by Captain
Merryweather, and Lieutenants A. P. Butler
and D. L. Shaw.

‘The Palmetto Guards, as well as a portion
of the Lrish Vublunteers, werealso out on duty
during the mght. The Lafayette Arullery
and the Germau Artillery returned to thecity
yesterday from Fort Moultrie, making quite
a4 handsome display as tbey passed through
the streets.

Lieut. Pelot, of the Navy, has arrived in this
city aud tendered his services to the Gov-
ernor, which have been accepted. Thus ano-
ther son of South Uarolina has nobly respond-
ed to the call of patriotism.

FORT PULASKI.

The Savannah News of yesterday gives us
the following interesting particulars with re-
gard to Fort Pulaski:

As against assault from the waler, it is de-
fended by an ample number of thirty-two-
pounders, much better mounted, and in a much
higher state of efficiency, than any obpe
had supposed. Notsimply the casemates, but
the quarters at presentoccupied by the officers
aud privates, are bomb-proof—the arched ceil-
ings, thirteen feet in thickness, and covered
with a stiff bank sod, The open area within
tne fort is not paved ; the earth covered with a
yielding sod, formed by grass and mud thrown
upon what was originally a sand-bank. If a
bed had been artisucally prepared for the pur-
pose of receiving, capturiug and utterly de-
moralizing a shell, it could not have been bet-
ter devised. A shell falling upon it must be
buried in the sand beneath from two to eight
feer, aud by the sod above will be stripped of
the power even of throwing sand into the
eyes: if, indeed, the fuse shouid not be extin-
guished and theshell should explode, Those
who were shelled upon from San Juan d’Ullea
during the investment of Vera Cruz, will re-
member that the second morning afer the
landing the atteution of the enemy was special-
ly directed to a sand bhill occapied by Gen.
Quumau‘s brigade, which was thus exposed to
ineir eyes doubtless L0 draw Lheir fire. ‘L'he
shells, to dodge which in theird 'scent became
after & while rather & pleasurable excitemeut,
buried themselves in the sand; their fuses were
generally extinguished, and the casualties re-
sulting tfrom the'r explosion, when they did
explode, were but few. A very little work
will place the intterior of Fort Pulaski in such
condition as to remove the men within it be-
yond the reach of even such casualties.

The Governor, whose entire acltion in this
matter is, we repeat, beyond all praise, has
placed at the disposal of Col. Lawton, inaddi-
tion o the usual armor of each scldier, one
breech-loading carbine, throwing, in the hands
of an expert marksman, sixteen rifle balis a
minute, Colt’s revolver, and one sabre,

Theditch around the fort is being rapidly
cleaned out under the orders of Cul. Lawton—
rice-fleld negrues having been placed at this
work.

A-

THE SERVANTS IN THR FIELD.

The Charleston Qourier turnishes the fol-
lowing items:

A colured resident of Columbia, S. C., reach-
ed Charleston on Sunday evening, with a per-
mit and letter of leave from a well known citi-
zen of Columbia. The bearer, a free negro
had earnestly besought leave to follow one of
the Columbia companies, now in arms, as a
servant and attendant on one of the voiun-
teers, who is of a famlily that once owned the
ancestors of the servaut. The dangers of the
service were fully and forcibly stated, but the
g00d and faithful servant persisted that he
could go,and wished to go, with his *young
masier,” and he is there accordingly.

Ata meeting of the Planters of St. Helena,
held at the Muster House on Saturday, the 5th
fust, to take into consideration the exposed
conditlon of the island, on motion of Dr. T. G.

White, it was unanimously
Resolved, That the whole available .planta
forces of the at the

lﬂﬁ be placed dipposai o
the Goveruor, t build or construct such Lm an
um:i.og-n are g und

foe r:nu -u‘:."“" -y ol‘:‘l'- ot ::0-

¥
5 Uu‘:rrm-mmb:mmolluou.&
was further orgaaize cor|

'y Riflemen, for the protec:ion of the
coas'

S

first inse) tion, And 38 cents for ench oontinmance.
e ——" e ———

THEY SOUTHERN CONFEDERACY.”
Among the rumors from Washington may
ba placed this oue, furnished by the correspon-
dent of the Baltimore Sun:

The leaders of the Southern movement are
consulting as to the best mode of consolidating
their interests into a confederacy under a Pro.
visional Government. The plan is to make
Senator Hanter, of Virginia, Provisional
President, and Jefferson Daviscommander-in-
chief of thearmy of defense. Mr. Hunter pow
possesses in a more emivent degree the philo-
sophical cbaracteristics of Jefferson than any
other statesman now living. Colonel Davis
isagraduate of West Point, was distinguished
for gallantry at Buena Vista, aud served as
Secretary of War under President Pierce, and
is not second to Gen. Scott in military science
or courage.

A TELEGRAPH RUPPRBSSED,

The telegraph ageat in this city receivad
yesterday a message from his colleagueat Mo-
bile informing him that the citizens of that
place had taken jossession of the telegraph
there, and had stopped a dispateh in cipher
from the Navy Deparument to the command-
aotofthe navy-yard at Peusacola, auvd would
not permit it to be forwarded.— Wasiington
Nat. Int.

PUBLIC MERTINGS IN VIR@INIA,

A meelng was held 1n (Gloucester county,
Va, last week, at which resoluiions were
adopted requesting the County Courtto leyy
a tax for the arwing of a suflicient military
bhody in that county.

In Shenandoah county, Va., on the 3d inst.
a meeting paseed resolutions, among which
were the following:

Thatif the Legislature of Virginia think it ad
visaole to appoint uelegates ¢ Lhe contemplated
Baltimiore Convention, they nre Lereuy requested
todo 895 thatn view of the pen ing difficuities,
the Balumore Convention, il held. meet us early
a3 poasibie ; that the Legislature instructour Sen-
ators, and 1equeast our Hepresentatives in Con-
gress, Lo inquire whether tne electi n of Auraham
Lincoln was 1n accordance with the Constitutiva
ot the United States. ard if not,to do ali in thesr
power to prevent ihe counwng of ihe klectoral
vole; that we lurthermore urge all constitatronal
and honorable meins to be used to setile the diffi-
cultice between the North and the south, a'd
when these fail ther we “asik ali Nouthera States
tojoin as a unit i1n withdrawing fiom tne Union

LINCOLN HUNG IN EFFIGY.

On the “ Hickory Road,” Cuesterfield, about
two miles and a4 hait from Petersburg, Va., is
to be seen hanging in effigy the Hon. Avraham
Liuvcoln, the man who, u ifortunately for bis
pocket triends, never s destined ) be the
Presidentof the Uuited States. Over his head
15 a piacard informiug the puolic whom the
efligy 18 intended for. Underneath the gul-
lows is a platform and trap, and through the
trap hangs the legs of the effizy. The aftair
presents an appearance a8 it Uid Abe had died
very hard.

WORKING MEN'S RESOLUTIONS,

In Baltimere, un meeting of working men,
Wednesday nighr, passed a series of resolu-
uous, among which are the following:

Resolred, That, entertaining the view that secu-
Fity to all intorests and salety 1o the erjoyent of
our pr.vileges that we hold d=ar as {reem-n de-
pend upon the maintenauce ol the [aws, we there-
lore pledge vurselves to support the supremaey of
the laws, national, Stute aud mun.cipai—satistied
that no goud can emanate Irom a vio.ation 0i law;
but. on the contrary, & train ol evils must neces-
sarily ensue.

Reso.ved, That we invoke from our fallow work-
ing men tarsugh.ut the Union an expression ot
sentiment in relation to the trouavies that assail
us, aud appeal to them to unice their voice with
ovrs in pledges of fiteity to the Uuion.

Resoived, That while we are m#de 1o sorely sulfer
by the present concition of the country.and that vur
Situalion may b2come m re embirrassed it things
coutinue as they are, we believe tuat wenero.s
hearis .ad open hands, sympath:zing for us, wil-
liwgty will come to our a'd.

———

MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT.

The following is the message of President
Buchanan sent in to Cungress on Wednesday
last:

Tothe Senate and House of Representatives :

At the opening of your presemt session, I
called your atwention to the dangers which
threatened the existence of the Unicn. 1 ex
pressed my opiuioa freely coucerning the ori-
glual casues of these dangers, und recommend-
ed such measures us I believed would have the
effect of tranguilizing the country, and save
Iug it from the peril in whicl 1t had been need-
lessiy aud most untortunstely involved.—
I'ho-e optuions aud recommendatious 1do not
propuse now 4o repeat. My own conviclious
upon the whole sutj=ct remain unchauged,

The fact that a great calamity was impend-
ingover the natlon was eveo at that e ac-
knowledged by every intelligent citizen. Ithad
already wade 1isell felt throughout the lengtu
aud breadth ot the land. The uecessary conse-
quences of the alarm thus producea were most
deplorabie. The imports feil ofl with a rapidi-
ty never known belore, except in time ot war,
in the history of our foreign commerce; the
Treasury was unexpectedly left Wwithout the
meaus which it had reasouably connted upon
10 meel the public engagemscats; trade wus
paralyzed ; manufactures were stopped; the
best public securities suddenly sunk in the
markel; every species of property depreciated
more or less ; aud thousands of poor meu, who
depended upon their daiiy labor for their daily
biead, were turned out ot emj loyment,

1 deepiy regret that I am not avie to give
you auy information upun the stute of the
Uulon which is more sausfacicry than what
1 was then obliged to communicate, Qun the
cuntrary, matters are sull worse at present
than they then were. Waieu Cougress met,a
stroug hope pervaded the whole public miud
that sume amicable adjustment of the subject
wovld speedily be made by the Representatives
of the S'ates and of the people wanich might
restore peuce between the counflicling sectivns
of the country. That hupe has been dimin-
ished Uy every hour of delay ; and as the pros-
pect of a blovdless settlement lades away, the
public distress becomes more and more aggra-
vated. As evideoce of this, it is only neces
sary to say that the Treasury notes auchorizsd
by the act of 17th (seventeenth) December last
were advertised according Lo the law, aud that
no responsible bidder offered to tuke any con-
siderable sum at par at a lower rate of interest
than twelve per cent. From these facts it ap-
pears that, in a Goverument erganized like
vure, domestic strite, or even a well-grounded
fear of civil hostilities, 1s more destructive to
our public and private lnterests than the wmost
tformidapie foreign war,

In my annual Message I expressed the con-
viction, which 1 have loug deliberately heid,
and which recent reflection has only tended
1o deepen’ aud cenfirm, thuat no Swie has
right, by its owa act, to secede trom tne Union,
or throw off its Federal ubligations at pieas-
ute. 1 also deciared my opizion to be, that
even if that right existed, and should be exer-
cised by any Siate of the Contederacy, the Ex-
ecutive department of this Goverument had
no authority, nnder the Coustitution, 1o re.
cogunize its validity by ackuowiedging the 1u-
dep -udence of sucn State. This leitme no air
ternative, as the Oniet Executive officer unde-
the Coastitation of the Uuited Staces, bul to
collect the public revenue aud 10 protect the
public property, so far as this migat be prac-
ticabie, under existing laws. This is stiil my
purpose. My proviuce is to execute, and not
to make the laws,

It belougs to Congress exclusively to repeal,
to modify, or to enlarge their provisions, tu
meet exigencies as they may occar. 1 possessuo
dispeunsing power. I ceriainly had vo right w
make aggressive war upon any State; and 1
am pertectly satisfled that the Cousutution
has wisely withheid that power even from
Congress. Bat the right aud the duty to use
military force detensively against those who
resist the Federal ufficers in the execution ot
their legal Tunctions, and agaiust those who
assail the property of the Federal Govern-
ment, is clear and undeniaole,

But the dangerous and hostile attitude of
the States towards each other has already tar
transcended and cast in the shade the ordinary
Executive duties already provided for by law,
and has assumed such vast and alarmiug
proportions as to place the subject eutirely
above and beyond Executive control. The
fact canuot be disguised, that we are in the
midst of a great revolution. Iun all its vari-
ous bearings, theretfore, I commend the ques-
tion to Cougress, as the only human tribunal,
under Providence, possessing the puwer to
meet the existing emergency. To them exclu-
sively belougs the power to declare war or to
authorize the employment of military force
in all cases contemplated by the Constitution;
and they alone possess the power to remove
grievauces which might lead to war, and to
secure peace and Uuion t this distracted
country. Oa them, and on them alone, rests
the responsibility.

The Union is a sacred trust left by our revo-
lutionary fathers to their descendants, ard
never did any other people inkerit so rich a
legacy. It has rendered us pros, us in
peuace and triumpbant iu war. Tbe uational
fiag bas floated in glory over every sea. Un-
der its shadow American citizens bave found
protection and respect in all lands beneath the
sun. Ifwe descend to consideratious of pure-
ly material interest, when, in the history of
all time, bas a Coufederacy beeu bouund togeth-
er by such -lronf ties of mutual interest 1—
m{ pertion of it is dependent on all, and all
upon each portion, for prosperity and domes-
ue security. Free trade throughout ithe whoie
supplies the wants of one portion from the
prodactions of another, and scotters wealth
everywhere. The great ’llllh. and farmio
States require the aid of the commercial an
navigauog States to sead their productions to
domestic and foreign markets, and tw furnish
the naval power 1o render their transporta-

tion secu ¢ all attacks.
!loll"t‘lo nion perish in the midst of the
present excitement, we have already had a

sad foretaste of the universal suffering which
would result from its destruction. The calami-
1y would be severe in every portion of the
Union, ard would be quite as great, to say the
least, in the Southern as in the Nortnern
States.

The greatrst aggravation of the evil, and
that which would place us in the most un-
favorable light both before the world and pos-
terity, is,as I am flrmly convinced, that the se-
cession movement has been chiefly based upon
a2 misapprehension a' the South of ghe senti.
ments of a majority in several of the Northern
States.

Let the question be transferred from politi-
cal assemblies to the ballot-box, and the peo-
ple themselvss wonld speedily redress the
serious grievances which the Soath have suf-
fered. Bat, in heaven’s name, let the trial be
made before we plange into armed confiict
upon the mere assumption that there is no
other alternative. Timeis a great conserva-
tive power. Let us panse at this momeatous
ggint and afford the people, both North and

uth, an opportunity for reflection. Weuld
that South Carolina” had been convinced of
this truth before her precipitate action! I,
therefore, appeal through you to the people of
the country to declare in their might that the
Union raust and shall be preserved by all con-
stitutional means. I most earnesiiy recom-
mend that you devote yourselves exclusively
to the question how this can be accomplished
in peace. All other questions when ¢ mpared
with this, sink into insignificance., The pre
sent is no time fHr pailiations. Action, prompt
action, is required. A delay in Congress to
prescribe or 1o reccmmend a distinet and
practical proposition for conciliatiou may
drive us toa point from which it will be al-
most impossible to recede.

A common ground oan which conciliation
and harmony can be produced is surely not
unatiaipable. The proposition to compro-
mise by letting the North have exclusive con-
trol of the Territory above a certain line, and
to give Southern institutions protection below
that line, onght to receive uuniversal approba-
tion. In itself, indeed, it may not be entireiy
satis(actory ; but when the alternative is be-
tween a reasonable concession on both sides
and a destruction of th» Union, it is an impu-
tation vpon the patriotism of Congress to as-
gert that its members will hesitate for a mo-
ment.

Evern now thedanger is upon us. Iuseveral
of ihe States which have not yet seceded, the
forts, arsenals and magizines of the Uuited
States have beea seized.

This is by far the m st serions step which
has been taken since the commencement of the
troubles, This public property bas long been
left without garrisous and troops for its pro
tection, because no person doubted its security
under the flag of the country iu any State of
the Union.

Besides, our small army has scarcely been
suflicient toguard our remote trontiers against
Iuaian incursions, The seizure of this prop-
erty, from all appearances, has been purely
aggressive and notin resisiance to any attemnt
To coerce a State or States to remain in the
Union.

At the beginuing of thess unhappy troubles,
I determined that no act of miue should in-
crease the excitement in either section of the
country. 1t the political conflict were to end
incivilawar, it wasmy determived purpose
not to commerce if, nur evea to furnish an
excuse for it by any act ot this Government
My opinion remaius uuchanged, that justice
as well as souund policy requires us still to
seek a peaceful solution ot the questions at
issue between the Norih aud the South. En-
tertaining this couvie ion, 1 refrained even
from sending reiuforcements to Maj. Auder-
son, who communded the tforts in Charleston
barbor, uniil an absolure necessity for doing
so should mak3 itself apparent, lest it ight
unjusily be regarded as & menace of military
coercion, and thus furuish, if not a provoca
tion, at least a pretext for an outbreak on the
partof South Carolina. No necessity for these
reinforcements seemed (o exist. I wasassured
by disuuguished and upright gentlemen of
Soutk Carolina that no attack upon Major
Anuderson was intended, but that,on the con-
trary, it was the desire of the State authori-
ties, as much as it was my own, to avoid the
fatal conscquences which must eventunally
follow a miltary coilision.

And here 1 deem it proper @ submit for
your intormation copies of a commuuication,
dated 25th December, 1560, addressed to me by
R. W. Baruwell, J. H. Adams, avd James L
Orr, *commissioners ™ irom South Qarolina,
and the accompauying documents and copies
of my answer thereto, dated Jist December.

1o turtber explanarion of Major Anderson’
removal from Fort Moultrie o Fort Sumter,
it is proper to state that, atter my answer to
the Routh Carolina “commissioners,” the War
Dapariment received a letter from that gallant
officer, dated on the 27th December, 1560, the
day afrer this movement, from which the ful-
lowing is an extract:

*1 will add as my opinion that many things con-
vinced me that the authorities of the »tate de-
sizned to proceed to a hostile act, (evidently re-
ferring to the orders, dated December 11, of the
late Secretary of War ) Under this impression |
could not hesitste hat it was my so emn Jdaty to
move my command from a fort which [ probably
could not have held longer than forty-eight or
sixty hours to this one, where my power of resist-
ance 18 increased to a very great degree.”’

It will be recollected that the concluding
part of these orders was in the following
terms:

“The smallness of your force will not permit you,
pernaps. to occupy moie than one of the ot'her
foris, but an attack or attempt to take possession
of either one of them will be regarded as an aet of
hostility, and you may then pat your command
into either of them which you mav deem most
proper to increase its power of resistance You
are alio authorized to tnke similar defansive
steps whenever you have tangibls evidence of a
design to proceed to a nostile act.”

It is said that serious apprebensions are, to
some extent, eantertained—iu which I do not
share—that the peace of this District may be
disturbed betore the fourth ot March next.—
Inany event, it will become my daty to pre-
serve it, and this duty shall be performed.

Inconclusion, it may be permitted me to re-
mark, I have often warned my countrymen of
the dangers which now surround us. This
may be the last time 1 shall refer to the sub-
ject officially. 1 teel that my duty hus beeu
faithtully, though it may ba imperfectly, per-
tormed; and waatever the result may be, 1
shall carry to my grave the consciousuess that
I at least meant well for my country.

JAMES BUCHANAN,

Washington, Jan. S, 1561.

[Tue euclosures were the correspondence
between the Commissioners and the Presi-
dent, with the exception of the final reply to
the Commissioners already published.]

R P N A

A CounTrY SLEIGH Rips.--The following
graphic accouunt ot a country sleigh ride we
find in an exchange uncredited ; but whoever
the author may be, we are confldent *“he has
been there and spent theevening :”

“What pleasure in a night sleigh ride!
Good gracious! Sixsteaming, spanking horses
and a driveras furry asa polar bear, his nose
just visible above the dasher. Two or three
dozen girls and boys, muffed to their eyes,
siowed away with the hot bricks under the
buffal.es. The amicable fightof pairs of lovers
for the coveted ‘back seat’ where are no curi-
ous eyes to overlock the young man who, ty-
ing his lady-love’s tippet under her chiu, ties
his heart in with it; or tuckiong the buffulo
robe cl'oser about her shoulders, forgets to re-
move his arm after th : operation.

“What pleasure, with the warm bloed ting-
ling in cheeks beneath eyes that flash likedia-
monds ; what pleasure, when snow powdered
trees, fesces, and houses fly past like magic to
the merry sounds of musical beils—speit with
and without an e. Whoat pleasure, when the
country ion 18 reached, where your supper
was bespoke the day before, and rolling out of
your manifold wrappers, you litt to your lips
foaming glasses of hot*'mulled wine.! What
pleasure, when we gather round the table,
laughing at each other’s rosy faces, and discuss
oysters and fowl, and more *‘mulled wine,’ till
bones and empty glasses alone remain; we
have a good oid fashioned ‘*blindman’s buff,’
or an unceremoniousdance in our comfortable
winter dresses,

“What pleasure,when after being deliciously
warmed and fed, we pile into the sleigh agaiu,
nesuing close to the cue we like *est, and teil.
ing the driver to go the lungest way home,
look up at stars that never gleamed se bright.
ly, and defy fite ever 10 muke us shed a tear
for anything.”

i e

ReCOLLROTIONS OF EUROPEAN ARISTOOC-
RACY.—Priuce Paul, of Wirtemburg, whose
death, recently, has already been mentic ned,
was well known in New York city, and was
highly esteemed by all with whom Was ac-
quaiuted. He speat several years in ths
Southwestern States and Territories and the
far West, employed in such investigations as
formed the chief employment of his life, and
many of our eitizens remember the pleasures
they derived from his interesting conversa-
tions. Panl was a very democratic Prioce in
appearance sud manuers, and could accom-
modate himself to circamstances with as great
facility as any of the hunters of the far West.
When in New York in 1852.'3 he | at the
old Hotel de Paris, on the cornerof Broadway
and Wall streets, and spent a great deal of bis
time in a lager beer saloon at that time kept
uuder that establishment by the Huugarian
QCount and Countess Dem! ki

To 3% Hune.—Amoong the last acts of Goy.
Banks and bis Ceuncil, was the issue of a
warrant for the exezution of der Des-

marteau, at .“.“' F *

) M&rm is & young }m..u.-d
was tried and sentenced last for the
and murder of the child A ].u.,c
Obigopes, in the sutumn of 135§,

LOCAL MATTERE,

Arming the County.—This subject was cone
sidered by the County Court of Henriow yes-
terday, ail the Justices being present. Cul.J.
Lucius Davis, from the committee appo.nted
by the Court to ir qnire inte the cost and de-
scription of military arms necessary to place
the county of Hearico in a more efficient posi-
tion of defence at this time of threatened dan-
ger, reported that they had considered the
subject with earnest atiention. They find, up-
ou consultation with the Adjutant Ganeral
of the Siate, that there ure now a sufficient
number of the smooth-bore percussion mus.
ket ot good quality to meet the immedi.
ate requirements of the Infantry curps,
and cf sabres of admirable quality to sap.

ly tbe demands of the Dragoons. The
r}ommiun have the assurance of the Ad-
jutant Geuneral that these weapons will be
promp:ly issued to such volanteer companies,
organized according to law, as may make ap-
plication for *hem. There is, however,a de.
ficiency of the revolving piswl, to supply
which, by purchase on the part of the county,

2,500 will be veeded. The Committee do not,
at present, deem it necessary toarm the m:li-
tin generally, but recommend the immediate
raising of an efficient Cavalry squadron aud
four Infaniry er Kifle companies, to aid i the
organization aud noiforming of which a hib.
eral contributicn from the patriotie citizeas is
urged. There is alieady in the couuntly a uu-
cleus from which the voluvieer corps recom-
mended may be raised, and it will, they are
persuaded, only require some pecuniary as-
sistance by private subseription, to perfect ihe
organization of the reguisite number. With
re ard to the sam of $2 500 necessary for the
more thorough arming of these companies,
should the amount be raiced in the county,
the Committee recommend that application be
made to the State authoriiies for reimburse-
meutof such expeuse.

Thae report was approved, and an order was
pasted luviting the people of the county to
meet at the Court-House on Wednesday next,
to consider the subject of memorializiug the
Legislature to authoriza the Coart to levy on
the people such amount as may be necessary
t0 put the county in an efficient state of de-
fence, and also authoriziug the President of
the Court to convene the same immediately, to
iay such levy.

After the reading of the foregoing report,
patriotic Southern speeches were made by
Col J. Lacius Davis, C)l. Sherwin McRae, N.
F Bowe E<q . Oapt. John Wilder Atkinsou,
Col. John B Yeuug, Robt. A. Mayo, Garlana
Hanes, and Wm Bouiware, E gs.

A Bw Hints on the Fietd spores of Virginia
The want of eflicieut laws for the protection
of game in this State has never presented it-
self with more force to the true sportsman
thao during the geason which is just drawing
toa close, fur whilst upland game has been
more abundant thau for several years, it has
veen pursued and killed with more reckless
uess than we have ever known it before. The
arts of mau have been exbausred to entrap ig
and without regard to size, age or condition, a
wholesale burchery has been goingon in many
districts of the State, which ic a few years
will toialiy aonibtlate the game and hring the
setier aud fowling-piece into utter disuse, at
the same time roo the tahls of the Virgivian
of its grentest delicacy. Upland shooting, or
that which is coufined to game found iu the
fleld and torest,;such as quail (commonly called
partridge,) pheasan:, (orruti~d grouse,) wiid
turkey and the common hare, is becoming so
popular withallages and classes,especially the
targe Inuded proprietors, who are our priuei-
pal legislators, that we have wondered why
laws for the proteciion of game have not be n
passed, setting firth s=nch restrictions and
penaliiesas will enforce obedience. With these
remarks we introduce the following hiuts
from a correspondent :

Fxperience has tught all who have successiully
followed the up and game of Virg niathattne 5 h
of Octo ser 18«8 ea |y as it should Le purs uad,and
that the 15th of January chould oluss the se .son at
the outside, for reas ns ouvious 'o any observer
ol ti.e history of the birds and beasts of tue fie d
and forest of America Most birds at ali prized
for tae delicius food thay afl ad, pur « flearls 1n
the spring and in the later pat of winter [he
quail and pheasant commence buiiding the firat of
Viay, and the time of incubation 1s said, by the
bes: authorities. to ve from twenty-five to thirty
days. Notheir broods ean searcely be grown ba
fore the middle of October. Tre sam- da es may,
wih safery, be ohserved with re‘erence to the wild
turker and cominon hire. The former 1¢ not well
ErOwWa 89 soon, vut isvery tender and dalicious at
thiis season, and can he successfuily followed with
digs  Early in the season. to those weil versed in
the hauvts and hebits of the quail mueh good sport
13 atforded in the corn-fields near brush wood and
in stubble snd heavy rac weed cover. La'er 1n tha
s2agon they are apt to fe>d where dead grass and
clover seed are plentiful. near wooded or 1vy
oliffr. They fe-d from earl. dawn until the fore
noon, keeping close to coveruntillare in the atter-
noon, when they are le<s shy and lie hetiar to dogs.
Toe phexgant can b fourd 1n autumn, in moun-
wain foresis near ruun ng sireams, stand w-ll to
properiy trained dogs, fly straicht but v-rv swifc,
yet affrrd an »asy shot 1o one expert 1n the use of
the fuw 1ng-piece and accustomed to their naunts.
They are. however, almost extinot in the eistern
portion of the State; cut good sport van bs had at
the proper season vet in Montgomery and other
counti- 8 bordered by the Blue Kidge. The hare
12 easily kil'ed, and affords some sport when pro-
parly equippad. Tney are foilowed in Virginia
with curs of * high and low degree,”” who g * pell
mell’ to work, with very littie instinet, but man
a einthe course of the day rto drive you mady
good shots, where an expert can m+ke a zoou bag
in & few hours. Forquail and pheasant shoting,
we think a brace of taoroushly-‘rainea “"setters '
preferable to “‘pointers.’” as thay prssess more en
durance and find their game with greator ease and
rapidity, thongh pointers ini, be the stauncher ot
the two, and more exsilv subdued. We hve shot
o /er both and forgeneral work in the field where
all the quaiities of a properly -trained dog are use
ful, and whare marshy cover 18 to be beat, we
should decids in favor of the setter, though tue
best brace uf doss we have ever known was a
pointer and a setter. Let every sportsman ve
ware of mixed br2eds, for they are an abomina-
tion, and are sure to lack some good and promi-
nent poiat, often ind:spensibie.

A good gunis an important consideration; ard we
have found no detter fowling pieces thau the lam-
iuated steel guns 1mported and turnished by one of
our townsmen. For gensral shooting. we wou'd
preler athirty-inch barrel with thirteen gauge. We
hiope the dav s not lar distant when our citizens
will look nearer home tor sagpiies of this kind.
and cease to show th2ir ignorauce by placing a
vethupon everythi g purchased and produzed out
of Yaukeedom We huve used one of ths lam-
inated guns purchased here, by the aide of a
Norihern sold piece for a larzer price, and gen
erally bugged as many birds, at as iovg distances,
a8 oir friend with Northern proclivities.

There are many other topics periectly legiti-
mate undar this head; butas th's hamble paper
was only nténded to arouse a spirit in some one
else better pus ed 1n such matters than your cor-
respondent. to mise an eff wrt 1a the Legisiata e,
nOW in session, in getting a law passed protect-
InR our game, now rapidly disappeart g by the
butchery of pot-hunters and others in h.zh places
styliag themselves sport-mn2u, but wno disirace
the name. I leave the su ,ect with the hope that
in this I will Lot be disappo nted.

Mayor's Court —The Mayor entered his tem-
ple of justice yesterday morning, where a tol-
erably large number of loungers had previ-
ously assembled to see whalt was guing on,
aud turnikg to the officers, inquireda—“Well,
gentlemen, what have you here w-day " “Not
a single case,” wus the respouse. The Muyor
expressed his gratification, and departed.—
Tuoe officers ok up their sticks and tollowed
bis example. The spectat: « tarried a little
lunger, in the hope that somethiog might turn
up, but were disappointed. Tous for once we
Cwu announce that “nothing trauspired at the
Mayor's Gourt yesterday.”” There are, how-
ever, sume rascals about, and we couticue 10
pray that they may soon be caught.

More Glass-Breaking —Some time between
midnight and dayligiit yesterday morniug, the
large plate-glassinoneof the frout windows of
toesioreot T D Quarle. & Son, Broad st., was
broken, aud sume goods were tak-n out by the
thief. The rock with wnich the deed was done
was f und inside the window. The boldoess
of the act is rendered more appareat by the
fact thata light was buruing tu (be sture at
the time, ns well as & gas-light at the corner of
the rquare, within a short distance. As in the
cases that occurred on Maia street lust week,
the damage to the window is of more conse-
quence than the loss of Lhe goods.

Weare iuformed that a similar outrage was
perpetrated at Moore's hat store, on Bruad
street, s few nights ago. The watchmea shou:d
be on Lhe alert,

Carrection.—An error occurred in the report
of Mr. Pairo's testimony o the case of Harvey
Wash, betore the Mayo:, which demands cur-
reciion. - When the $10 note of the Bauk of
Suuih Oarvlius was subuiiied W bim, Lbe did
not express a belie! that it was gesuine, bul
merely declined Lo swedr Lhat it was & coun-
terfeit. This, we telieve, seis the maiter right

Benefit of Miss Gougenrerm.—The charming
ACLIvss BUW performiug su engagewmentat the
Theatre takes a benefl: 10-night, whea the cel-
ebrated comedy of “An Uneqgual Maich " will
be produced. DMiss Gougerheim deserves a
fall lu:‘uu,lnd \"Ol:u‘po the will bave it. The
attractions are o mosi novel and -
tainiug eharacter. Pk

Court of Appeals.—The Sapreme Court of Ap-
als uow in session in this eily, Tie
udges presentare Juhn J. Allen, Wm. Daniel,
- U. L. Moucure aud Jubu J, Robertson, We
learn inat Judge Lee is detnined at home by

ness,
Attempted Robbery.—A whils ma attemjfted
to enter cne of &o windows Thowpson

Tyler's residence, on Shockoe Hill, at an early
’l::: Wed ‘.'wuiul. bat m‘..uu by &
-u-& rogue mull.» - -

HMFNW“W‘“. »
'.‘M Bight, at the Mason

Virginia Fabrics.—We were shown yesterday
some specimens of grey military cloth, maun-
factured at the COrecsshaw Woolen e, in
this city, of Virginia wool. In s rance,
it compares favorably with any goods of this
description that we have ever seen, while the
texture and strengih are equal to any service
required.

Implements of War.—A lorgs foree is now
employed at the Tredega Worke, ia this ciry,
in the construction of gun carrisges Wa are
imnformed ihat Messrs Anderson & Qo bave
npeen castiug some brase fleid-picces fur (he
Siate of Georgia.

Ezcitement.—The city was greatly excited
vesterday in consequence of the news from
South Carolina. *“ fhe public pulse” wasat
tever height the whole day, xnd the stdewnik
in front of the Dispitch office was thrvnged
with eager and auxivus ciuizeps,

Complimentarv Dinner.—The friends of the
Hon Jorn B Froyp inctuding & number of
riembers of the Legislature, have teudered
‘hat gentleman a complimentary dinser,
which will take place at the Exchange Hotel
and Ballard House this eveuing.

The Mayor has received an m—vﬁ;mn to par.
icipare iu & festival of the Sevenih Regiment,
New York, ou the l4th iust,

e s

FRUOM WASHINGION.

(SPEOIAL CORRESPUNDENUS UF THEDISPATCH.]

WasHing oN, Jan. 5th, 1581,

If it ba true that the Federal cavalry were
seut to Harper's Ferry aL the request of the
Saperintendent, it will become my duty to
make known some uzly facts in conuection
therewiti, Itis notime for men tv tamper
with the safety of Virginia, See where we
are even now. Foriress Monroe is strongl
garrisoned by the soidiers of a power wmc{
proclaims itself determiued to coerce any or
all seceding States. Fort Washingion ou the
Potomac, though on Maryland suil,commands
the commerce ot Alexindria, every oune of
whose ships must now pass under the gans of
the Buchann Scott administration—iur it is
very evideat thai Scoit’s energy 18 at the bote
tomof recent movements  Loist but pot least,
Harper's Forry is ia the hauds of the enemy,
and all its mupitions of war ready tw be
used in coercing Virginiaif she dars 9 resent
the threats of Buchauan and Lincola. Shall
we sit quietly and permit the manacles to be
welded on every limb! Theu I kauw nothing
of the character of Virginians.,

I' will be remarked that soldiers are sent
bither nud thi her tu secref, wot opeuly and
above buard. D es this mean nothiug ? Some
say ‘hat the “S ar of the West” is hound uot
o Charleston, but tv Pensacola, and the idea
receives partal coufirmauvn from the plau of
subjugating the Suuth developed by Geueral
Scott privately a month or more ag —whnich
was to land & large army in the Siate of Mis-
sissippi and another ai Pensacola, aud fur the
two urmies 1o fight their way toward each
other uuntil they mer, and acordon of military
posts was established in the very beart of the
Uotton Siates. Oa the other baad, the Coasti-
tution, of this morning, affirms that the *Star
of the West” did go to Uharleston, and that Ss-
cretary Thompson resigued because this was
done i1n deflance of the plighted word of the
Admimsiraiion, and with,ut his keowliedge.
Here is the third perjury of Buchauso —
First, his honor was pleiged 10 the members
of South Carolina and to Gov. Floyd jsecond,
to Mr Boteler in regard w Harper's Ferry;
third, to Secretary Thompson. Aud Qeuersi
Scott isaparty to this viwla ion uf piedges.
Waen we have to deal with thuse wno vivlute
their solema engagemen =, i< it not high ums
tor Virginia to ke her weifare futo heruvwa
hunds?

Gen Laneis of opinion that the best chauce
for peace is for Virginia o act prompuy. Al
the burder S:ates look to her 1 received a
letter from Kuooxville yesterday, which cioses
thus: *“ Tenuvess-@ will, 1 feel cerian, eall a
Couvention next week, and consult wita Vire
gwnia, and whatever she (Virgiuia) does, we
will do with ail our mghy.” Browulow, by
a gentleman of my acquairtance now Lere,
seut this message to Audy Jobhusou: “Tell bim
that he and I are io the same bed at inst, aud
that 1 am ashamed of hin.” As both hate
each other as they du the devil, (bis message
will disgruutle Audy not a little,

Loast uight 1 asked & member from Texas
how bis Siate would nct. He replied by read-
INE & pussuge Irom & le1ier Just recetveou : “We
stall elect Frank Latham w the Couveantlvu,
because he is iu tavour of Texas guiugout yester-
duy”—thut is to say, oue diy }» udvauce of Lin-
mediateiy. Latham hves at Poiot Isavel, va
the Rio Grande, where there aie no 1 egioes at
all. He is a Conuecticut mau by barih, but
hus been in T-xus for twen'y yeurs,

1a case of a general war, we susll have three
Texas Rangers to reiy on, viz: Ben McQui-
loch, Juck Hayes, aud Major Bell, now uviog
in Norith Qarolina. Give each ol these re-
nowued partisan leaders three hundred picked
horsemen (o command, and we shonid bave
three whirlwinas of destruction whose rapid
forays the North couid ueiiner anticipate nor
resist,

Mr. Pryor’s absence from your meating last
night, 1s atiributable, I am ®id, to the fact
that be failed to gt any telegrapnic response
to his letter Recepung the call to spe.k on that
occasion.

General Daff Green, through the N Y. Her-
ald, annvunces his belief thut Lincoln is not
unwilliug to accept a comprumise which Uon-
gress migotmake, but which he himsaelt could
not. The Tribune, urged on by 1's Wuashiagon
currespondent,*J. S P ,” is much alurwed at
the prospect. But, then, a frieud just frum
New Yourk, telis me that four-fiiths of
the Democracy ikere are in favor ol coercion,
aud oue Saerman, of thatcity, an influential
politician, reached here last night in & srawe of
frenzied passion agailust the Seuth. So, at
least, 1 heard.

At the Theatre, yesterday ountu,i saw
Huackett play Sir Pertivsx MucSycupbant —
He is a capital actor Miss Alice Pmcide
Maou,a stylish, pretiy, gracetul, spirited wo-
man, played her part admirably.

The weather this mersiug is as capricious
aud uanreliable as Buchausau’s cons. levce —
When 1 weut o breaklast, it was snowinvg;
whean I left the hotel tur the postflice, It was
raiving ; when 1 left the posi-office, it was
spowing again ; and pow it dou't Kuvw exact-
Iy what it is doing. I believe it is trylug 0
rain,

Wilson, the Massachusetts cobbler, speaks
in the Senate w-day. Uuwilling w mudoy
my boots for his sake, I have slayed at home
and writ en till I am us tired as your readers
will be when they get through this Iouri.

XD.

Correspondence of the Richmond Dispateh.
Letter from Nocfoik.
NouroLk, Va,, Jan. 8, 1561.

The citizens beld & meeiug Saiurdey night
1o take measures for their belter security in
these troublous times, and for the upholdiug of
the supremacy of 1he laws. Resolutions were
aaopred calling the attention uf the Guvernor
t the uecessity ol a more efficieut arming of
the volunt er companies, and requuing vach
member to keep his arms at bome lostesnd of
leaving them at the armory. Ex-Mayor Fer.
guson presided.

The U S steamer Brooklyn has been coaled
and provisioned for a four mosths’ cruise.—
She uow lies at the Navy-Yard, and seems 0
be regarded with uncommon iuterest The
pier ie contivually erowded wi'h speciators,
who manifes. great cariosity as to her des'i-
nation. Of course, the predomivant oploicn
is that itis Oharleston. One of the Lictutes.
ants and the Sailing Masier, (both Atabemi-
ans,) sen' in their resiguations Sataidqy *

Tue present wiuter, so far, has been un-
usually severe, uud tbe suffering amoug the
wOorking classes seems 10 be on the jucrease. —
Evils are bre« diug, which nothicg but prompt
action on the part of the Guvernmeut can ar-
rest. All that is needed is 8 order from
Washington to put tbese men 0 work, There
is plenty of it o do.

rm the members of (Coungress have been
paid off Is it ot most ume ihe working men
here had their mouc{y ?

A large meeting of the workiog men 1s being
beld in Portsmouth to-nighs. RiagaT.

* Tne Krocklyn, as annoanced by teiegrapn,
hag siace sailed.

Corresponidence of the Richmoud D apatch.
Affairs in Charlotte.
KaysviLLe, CHARLOTTS Va.
s um?\n i

a 1861,

Negroes have hired for nearly a ihird jees t..an
they did last year—men for $100; w men sud
Boys in the same progoron. The Keysville
and Clarksville Extension is nearly a:astand.
still, and vone can tell whet ten miles
evea will ever be completed. | irrepreasi.
bieconflict ia upon us, sl for e fAirst time
in many years, we are wi t moley, and
are likely to be 80 for sometime Our sover-
eigns met ia Conventlon at the Court. House
last Mo - some toler resolu-

tioms, bat Bol ALIONg_enul tor
-u:'u' .t hu‘&.
Correspondence oi tie Richmond Dispateh.

Military Organization,
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