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structed by 0
hy revolutionary force into unnataral posi-
d{mnl and true to their native instisfcts, they
crawl around the fest of & h-ponmg.
and seek their own snnm- inthe n
of those who W have wisdom in consisel
and moderstion in action. Such mea glory in
pothing 50 much as in writing the name of

Aristides on the shell.
In his annnal M transmitted to Con-
reas oo the first day o seasion, the Preai-
Sum thua speaks:

“We, of this Congress and this Administra-
tion, will be remembered in spite of ourselves.
No personal significance or i ficance can
gpare one or another of us. THe fiery trial
tarough which we pase will light us down in
henor or dishonor to the latest generation.”

A moment’s lunacy after eighteen months of
madness! A flash of reason at the conclasion
of an hour's incoherent raving! What will
the foure think of me? How shall I and my
sdministration live in history 7 If such ques-
idcus had constantiy presented themseives to
we Executive, and had he honestly sud ani-

formly acted in reference to the j t of
impartial history, how different would have
been hia and our situstion now. But, sir, par-
t7, not conntry ; vengeance, not justice, have
been the objects most dear to this A
tion; end the evidence of this whisch
they bave and will continue to fi , will
light them dor:n in “&l‘-‘hm the lasest

neration.”’ ow thi may bs

Smamd harah. "The question may ben’kod,
&s it has often been aaked Leretofors, why de-
nounce the Administration? Why nct de-
nounce the rcbels? I answer, sir, that the
rebeis, 88 they are called, are not to be affect.
ed by denunciation or praise, from you or me.
They bave gone out from among us,and are not
w bo brought back by denuncistion, but by
wisdom in council even more than by bravery
13 the field. That there may be wisdom in
council, both for the purpose of reuniting a
disseverad oo for the atill greater
&nd nobler purpose of preserving civil consti-
rnuional likerty, I have & right to speak my
icoest conviciions in reference to the execu-
tive action and of party action; and, having
the right, I shall be governed in ita exerciss
by no other oconsideration than that of the
public good.

At the eommencement of the new
may be well to review the political chart by
which our action has been goverped, that
thereby we may in future avoid the errors of
tos past.

“We, of this Congress and this Administra-
tion, (says the President,) will be remembered
in spite of ourselves. No personal significance
or insignificance can &pare one or another of
w’

Sicce, then, sir, we are each to be “l{glmd
down In honor or dishonor to the latest gene-
ration,” it is but right that each make his own
ap to the awful tribunal of history, and
vindicato his action in this national catastrophe,
even before “the latest generation.”  But
where is the necessity of ing one’s own
defence, of condemning the action of othe's?
Why find fault with thut which you caanot
controi and for which you are not responsible?
My wonswer is plain. Some of ns here can
only act upon measares of public policy sub-
wiited to us by others. No efforts of ours to
give a proper direction to public affuirs by pro-
positions of legislation or tendsr of advice can
aveil An Administration pelicy, supported by
& majority of this Congress, is submitted for
our approval or rejeciion. If we approve,
well. ~ If we reject, then, as the dogma sought
o be enforced is that the Administra-
tion is ike Government and the Gov-
ernment is the Administration, we are
to be char, with being copj to the
(lgvemmem and in hvormoh nbemoix:.;
The questions, then, upon which histo
decid:t; ahro simply the;o :AIG this Adll?dm
tion right or wrong re its measures, as
means for the restoration of the Union and
the preservation of the Constitutio

ear, it

unwise, or improper; and should the;
or shoul mp;r nuot :’écie:r the ort of thz
representatives of the States of the peo-

ple? *
A REVIEW OF THE PAST.

Rightly to determine theze questions we
most review, to some extent, the past, and
oouaider the situation of the present. We are,
and for eighteen months have been, in the
midst of the political ravolution the
world Las ever secen. We delude ourselves
when we say—:nd we camnot degeive the
indgment of history by the declaration—-that
sush & revolution has mo cause. I to

S'g E
)

E3s
i

R

¥ e lacecta of histoty, Thoowe:

Yhilitaty prison, or other placs

o ey Soteite: D iyt
©cause, in my opinion, o 18 ravolution; but
it was the usoeﬂio&'of the power and dn'ty of
C and of the people of the fres Scates.
to slavery, or so circumscribe and
ltmi it that “‘ihe publio ndnd could restin the
conviction of ite ultimate extinction.” It was
the assertion of the right to abolish, accompa-
nied by such asts as evidenced the purpozs to
abolish, that led to thie revolntion.

MR. LINCOLN'S INDIFFERENCE TO IT.

It must have been spparent Lo the President, |
a8 it cer y was to everybody el:e, after
his election, that unless soma means of pacifi’
éation were adopted, that an stiempt at na-
tional digruption was inevitable. Sach an at-
tempt he may have regarded a3 nureazonabl
a8 criminal; but peither its unreasonablsne
nor cnmmazgtz could excuse the jucaiar in
difference with which he seemed to regard it.
He had been viotorious in the political race
for power, and could have aflorded even to
have been gemerous towards thoss laboring
under apprebensions of evil t¢ Luemsalves
from his Admivistration. Baut, sir, when hs
saw that the whole conntry was agitated and
filled with alarm, axd that the work of dis-
;rﬂ)glon had in fact commenead, it was crimi-
indifference on his part- to vive aztmraice
to his countrymen that the constitutional rights
of th:af:o le of the several States shoula be
maintained, and the Union precerved nnim-
alred. Where, then, was his love for the
nion? When those who were patriutically
siruggling by day and night for ths adoption
of some and honorable mode of ad-
justment were nesding words of encoura
ment, and were anxiouzly seeking a
from thoze about to be inaetalled inc:
did he whisper aught of hopa in their ear —
When, in disguise, he sough: the capital of the
Repablic, and fourd good and wise mmen, rapre-
sentatives of the States thai had not seceded,
endeavoring to devise some means to arrest
the work of national dismemberment, did he
gid them by his counsel or encourags them by
bis promise? When, before his inanguration
as President, he entercd thia ctamber and
found Dougiaa and Critienden and tjeir co-
laborers endeavoring to procare the adoption
of measures of honcreble compromisze, dud hs
requést one of his peolitical iriendsto aid them
in their patriotio efforts? The only resgonss
hé ever tohis inguiting acd distresss
countrymen was the dignifed sasurance th
“pobody is hurt.”. Instilied into office, he Le-
takes himself to the sgreeahis work of éis-
tributing officesitq Lie fo:lowers, snd manifess
no farther interest in publie affiirs than to sos
whether & pretext for a war cannot be Lud by
tempting the seceders to strike the first biow.
1t is struck, and immediately the cry 1inge
throughout the iand that the rebels have fired
upon the national flag, that Sumter has iailen,
and that ihe rebeilion must be crushed out -
Seventy-five thousand volanteers are called
into the field, soon to be followed by half a
million more, aud *“Oa to Ricamond [’ is the
cry. War exists not by the act of Congrers,
but by the act of Beauregard and Ab:aham
Livcoin. Better, fur better for this couatry,
bad neither of them ever been born.
THE WAR COULD HAVE BEEN AVIRTED.

Mr. Preaidsnt, thizs war was either neces-
eary or it was unnecessary. If mecezaary, it
was only go for the purposs of preserving na-

tional existence and the constitulional rights
of the. people. If indizpensable for these pusr-

poses, it was justifiabie. If not so indiepen-
gable, it was & erime. Was it necessary 7—
Could not the Union have bsen preserved and
the constifational rights of the people been
maintained without & resort to arms? He
who aseerta the contrary {alsifics history and
sttempts an Imposition upon the public cre
dulity. These are the only legitimate objects
for which this war could bave been incspied,
or for whieh it. could now or at any time be
waged. Itis folly to say that the people of
the revolted States fired the first gun. The
question immediately arizes, could not the oc-
casion inducing-them, or aﬂ:ording the pre-
text, if you pl for g0 doing, bave been
y avoided Sy wigsconnsels ! Iasgert
thatitoould, and history will soadjudge. Wren
givil wiir is certain unless averted by a peace-
able and honorable adjustment of diffarences,
and when adjustment i3 practicable,
to refase ndd:tmont is to act criminally.—
You kunow, the couniry knows, and hisicry
will record, and has recorded, the fact thatge-
ceszion never would have occarred beyond the
limits of Soath Carolina, had Congress adopt-
od promptly the Crittenden compromise mea-
sures, which were in substancs nothing more
nor less than & solomn guaraunteethat the Can-
stitation shounld- hereafter bs considered to
mean what it bad been eolemnly decided by
the hizhas legal tribunal already to mean.—
By their adoption, tvar would have besnavert-
ul 2:» maintained, and the Union pre-
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| of mmz,%? sny wmilitary anthoricy; or

by the tenicnce uf any caurt nisrtials or mili-
1y comymission.” - Bince the n..oz
Govermania, -8igos 'the jon. .

£, sa de of "clvil ty, protact
aguinet it ; and heshat suys that for so doin
I'am disloyal to my couniry, lies before meg

and in the presence of bigh heaven.

1 used this language beeanse every misera-
ble Abolition press and Abelitioviet in the
land daves to chargs with disloyalty & man
who honsetly utters his sentimenta diffirin
from the views and policy of whis Admin
tion. Iimay be that I manifest eome fesli
on this subjsct; it may be thag I menifeet more
than some pereons think I'ought 10 exhibi;
but I have boen made to feel ow this subject;
my eoustitucnts have suffered; and while ]
emnd in this Ssnate a iepresensative, it is
tras, of ths sovereignty of cue of tha » tes
States in thiz Union, I will cizebargs 1 3
to the peopla of that State though the hsavess
themselvoa shounld fall.
RESIST TO DEATH ARBITRARY ARRESTS HERE

AFTER.

8ir, it may be eaid (bas there is vo danger to
the loyal citizen from this assuwption of pow-
eron the pait of the President; that ke is hon-
ez!; that bis only obj=ct i3 to suppress the re-
sellion, end that the innocent will in uo man-
ner guifer. Such a confidence may well be-
come willing alaves of power, or tio conseions
tocls of despotiem. It becomes not we.
price of liberty is eteras vigilanca.” The best
tee cf liberty ia the observanca of the
ution of ons’s conntry. I have nocon-
fidence in the hionesty of auy man who, afier

having solemnly BWorn to “‘proserve, pr
and defend vhe Coustitution of the Uni
States,” can eo flagrantly atrempt it
tion. I knosw that there 12 dan
t¥ of the cirizen fpom this a=at
er. I koow that"the inn
fremit I know that pea
ing cilazsns of my owa State bavs b
tiled” in diffcrent parts of the Units
"‘cu! off irom their. fawily, their fiiends, and

tate, [ bave
t amd to bis
been in
s &Pt to make
respatiial inguiry in ref ¢ cause of
their o;'pms? u. My appea! has been refuced.
I'muke no Sther and nyu more, except to my
f-llow-ciiizens of my owa Sista. While I
ever have uund ever shall counszel my &t
be tie last to abaadon the Fa a
which che was first to enter, aud to p
wait acd bear uniil reiamaing reasc
convines all geetiona th
their rights of lifs, libert pr
that Uoionand usder that Censi
onr fathers foraed, and the disme
tions of shat Union may from
Lacain®ecome united, y=i I no here, say
to the peopie of my oiste—sj g to them
as individails wlo are conscious that they
have evar been true and faukfal to ths Con-
etiiation and lawe of their conn'ry—being con-
gcious of your innoecence of just cauz of of
fence, ist no minion of » # he
tar arrest or imprison yo
ane i the Jawoithe land, A
fai < dofend yowrgelves; and in
fence uze just thal Aamocunt of force w
DBCHRAATY 0T JOUr protection, snd w
ghall be he resul§, your conduct wil b 3
cordance with the law of the Juad and wiil
moehthas approval of & righteoas God. If yon
shall fall iu defence of your rights, you will
leave as 3 legacy 10 your eiildren ‘or your
friendz an imperishabis renown. Yourn
wiil be transmitted to futare gemera
the gilorious catalogue of those who
bsavely died in defence of liberty, and will
remeinbered to the * luieat syliablie of tims.
THE ABULITION PROCLAMATION.

Another measure adopted by the Pissident,
profesaedly &8 & necessary measuro to suppress
rebeilion, 13 his proclamation of the 1st ingi,
prociaiming freedom to nearly three millivns
of slaves in iha revolted Stales. A drutum
Sulmen. A Pope’sbull, as he himseif has well
raid, against the comet. Are the slaves whom
L:e daclares free in his poasession or that of
their masters ? Has he or they coiitrol over
them? Can his paper bull give them praeri.
cal liberty t* 1Ifit can, surely it can dosoma
other and more eflicient tnings toward sup-
preasing rebellion. If it is so potential, why
not issue another daclaring that the eyea-of
the rebels shall ail immediately drop out i—
They could not then see to fight against him.
Why not atill enother, thajggbe guiity sinners
shall all immediately become lume? Toey
could not then march egainst him.  And ye:
another, that 6very nerve of every rebel shall
be immediately enervated? Tiey could not'
then fire a gua or draw a sword. Stillanother,
that Richmond is taken! They then would
have no capital. One more, that they are ail
dead without heirs? Then, indeed, their poz.
sessidns would all escheat, and without the
aid of & confizcasion bill conld be parseled out
among the thousands of dizin'erested but hope-
ful and expectant patriota who are impatieat-
ly waiting for the time to come wien they

be bidden to go down and possess the
“goodlg land.”

Mr. President, while this utierly unconsti-
tational and abominably wicked proclamation:
can be of no service toward reeforing the
Union, it 'will, whils unrevoked audatteianted
1o be executed, forever prevenia 1ai re-
union of the States. I say peaceful reunion,
for I ncver dreamed of a réanion bﬁiorno.,,—‘
Yoa can usver conquer the South. tmeny

biting thet exient of territo!
been_ conguerad siace the wo:
began £0 28 to be made permmacently to live
in comnection - with - another peopls against
their will. You caanot restors ths Usion by
forca. It mever could have been preserved:
by torce. - Would some medern slive-fresing
jot hear what & wiser man than Abrabam
olu has esid on this. subject?.  Would
some modern patriot who %:amo.nﬂho loy-
slty of all those who - differ in epinion

eranea o

renviction
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I belisve eveéryiword he
both those  tatéers, and I
believe she; further
when he dec! “% 7 od
“Bnt the iudisgolpble lin¥$i urion bstween
the people.of ‘the several of this con-

hs peoplt 6f thece ool ahall be alisnated
from each ‘othsr; when the fraternal -spirit
shill give way to celd iadifference, or coliis-
ions of intereats shall fester into hatred. the
bands cf political aszociation will. not long
hold togethér partics o longe
the magmetiem of conecilinted interests and
kindly &) mpathies far better will it be
for the pacple of the di:united States to part
i frie p from cach other, than to be held
togeth:r by eonetraint. Then will be the time
for reveiiiug to the precedants which ccomred
at the formation and adopiion ef the Consti-
tation, to form sgain a more perfect union, b
dissolvirg that which could no louger bin
and to leave the ceparate parts to be rearile
by the law of ypol.tical gravitation to the cen-

e’

Mr. President and Sanators, I wait no dis-
solotion of tha Union; T want to see a'l the
Siates reunited; but I downot believe in your
policy of doing it. You had betier take
warmine in time. Do you noi hear im every
breezs the ntteravces, in & very populons and
poweriul section of this conatry, that the folly
of exivemca tas diszolved the Upion and
plunged us izlo war, and that the tims may
come wheu gelf interest may dictatdthat they,
to escape the burdens which you impose, and
to baye secarity for the fa'nrs, may bs bound
to form 2 uniouamong themeelves 1 It may be
that the thing now is but imaginatisn. It is for
couvider whetaer o porsistance in the
> policy of this Admiuistration will not
ad to such & lamentable catastropha.
CONSEST THE OSLY WAY TO RE:TORE THE

USNIONS

The only maang by which the Union can be
estored is the consent of the contending par-
ed upon sach terms as.shall be agreea-
ith. - This proclamation daclares tha$
ive Government of the United
72 tha miilitary and paval an-
thorities thareof, will resoguize and maintain
the freedom of ca'd slaves.” The effect of
nig, that if the people of the
any time hereafter bawilling to
ir ullegiance to the Government
of ihe Unjted States; and to live ander the
Con-titu'ion 83 it 13 and the Union rs it was,
no: ba permisted to do seo; that an
> coudition to th ir return shsll be the
r 8'aves and a continuance of
it freedom ia recoguized by
silon solemaly commits
prosecuis this war for
ve, even ghoald every
< 7 e adjqgted; the ob-
jeet for which I verily believed it was ac-
vepted and prosccuted by tha Adhinisigation
from tha begincing, and withont which #o'war
would have been wayged. More effectnally to
prevent a reunion, ‘his proelamation invites
a eervile imsur icn; for while impo-
tently advising 1ha slaves to abstsin from all

y are not cpposed by their masters in their
zt4 to become free; for whenacting in gelf-
ce they may, even under Presidential
e, act with violence—*“Ard I hereby en-
apon the persous so daclared wo he free,”
s the Prezident, *“to abstain from ali vio-
@, unles®¥ in n v pelf defonce.”’—
These words, u'tered amid the flery ordeal
gh whish we now pass, will light “their
r down in dishonor to the remotest gen-
" Let him not lay the flattering une-
soul thas he wili, on account of
1zo0:] insignifieance ersignificance,”’
ry. Joha Brewn may be forgot-
memozy of Abrahom Lineoln will
‘T'his proclamation fariher declares
of rultable cendition will be

tl

never die.
that the alaves
receive d into (he arued servios of the United
S-aszs, to garrison forts, posilione, stations,
aud other places, and 10 mean vessels of all
sorts in eald service.” The eluve to become

the murdsier of his master! And this done
to restore the Uniou, and cause his master to
consent to live in “poliiical fellowship with
thoze who canse and approve it! Verily,
“Iudgment kath flad to bratish beasts,
Aud men hava los: thelr reason.”
. PONCLUSION.

Mr. President, in animadverting it may be,
with apparent saverity, upon the action of the
Presidert, and the mesns which he has un-
wisely, proferszdly adopted to restors the
Uaton, I have been governad by no feeling of
personal uukiodness to him. He, I, all of us,
sink into uiter lift'enessamid tha awiul throes
of a nation’s dissolution, and in view of all
the conseqaencss to result from it; the giving
np of #ll tuat is glorions ia the past; the de-
etruction of all that was valaablein the present;
the reaigning of ali that wae bright ir the fo-
ture; the confession that we have not been able
to preserva thayich inkeritage bequeathedus by
a herpic, noble, uud patriotic encestry, and the
tranamissioa to cur ¢ of naught but the
record of owr

Senatcrs, oan ﬁythhg, even now, bs done
to restore ‘our ones giorions U and
preserve our onos boa:ted nationalivy

‘taht we Ry essaps, 1ot onl

derision ot ‘ths prezent, but

way not ba'cursed by tha indigna
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