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UND RICEMOND.
ation was rife in Richmond yester-
the etrength of the force now in
the city and their desigue.
rs who were brought in give
erent sccounts of the force, thoagh
at thers are “three divisions.”
divisions io the Yaukeo army
per we are unable to say; but of this
pe certaiu, that if the force had been
one it would never have al-
art's cavalry to dog 1t all the way
and, attacking it whenever ft
e snd gainiog sdvantages, without hav-
.w:med upon it and given battle. The
' of the enemy, a8 at first planned, was
) come to Richmound and makea
ration npon it, which was to be an-
operation from the force on
side of theriver. The appearance
Jarge army of Confederates on the
has interfered with Butler’s plans,
od the co-operation which was
heavy force of troops in
also a surprise to them. This
y raid Las now been away from its
tions for eix days, and by tkis
forzge for their horses and pro-
gsiops for their men must be nearly ex-
ied. Their departure from our front,
does take place, must be made by
he Meadow Bridge road, the bridges
o which bave been burnt by our fore:s.
(45 FIGHTING WEDNESDAY EVENING,
paring the izt on Wednesday afternoon
gree pieces of Stuart’s Horse Artillery, un-
j Major Breathed, were captured by the
memy 8t Halt Sink, a polnt‘ near Yellow

Col. Raudolph, of the 4th Va. regiment,
snslry,) was killed In this fight.

MJVEMENTS DURING YESTERDAY.
festerdsy morving, about sunrise, the en

@y, nding that the Meadow bridges, over

s Chicksbominy, were burnt, attempted

s go down the Mechanicsville road. On

sisrosd they were met by a body of infan-

g7 (the ame of which command need not
witsted) snd repulsed, after a brisk fight.
“ney then fell back intoa dense body of
wod, on Mr. H. P. Taylor's farm, near
gnwberry Hill.  To the edge of this woods,
wtith is distant from the city fortifications
post & half mile, across a fleld, they ad-
nnced their artillery and some infantry
B ii'mishers, and commenced a brisk fire.—
jor icfautry skirmishers advanced and drove
yem from the edge of the wocd. Daring
st of the day the fighting here was kept
pwithout much effect on either side, very
« of our men being killed or wounded.
Yesterday mormicg, about 9 o’clock, the
31 Virginia regiment, with three companies
{the City Battalion, were ordered o at-
«k the enemy on theright of the turapike,
wr Brook Church. They went into the
git, snd with great gallantry attempted to
Eiodgc the enemny from some breastworks
ilogs and rocks that he had thrown up,but
iuad them too strongly posted.

4 back across a field to a wood on this

éewithin range of the eneiny, and here a
giited firing was kept up until 12 o’clock,
wien the 1vth Virginla, Col. Gant, was sent
1o relieve the battalion companies. They,
wwever, declined bLeing relleved, and re-

B suned until their awmmugition was exhausat-
€. At4o'clock the whole force was order-
¢ back, aud the firing ceased.

Tue [ollowing is a list of the killed and

wauded In the battalion companies:

Compasy B.—Killed: J 8 Layne. Wound

¢ Jas Ashford, (in hands of the enemy;)
L'l Jobn Taylor, side; privates Geo W
o, thigh and shoulder; D W McCraw,
tigh; C W Norris, breast ; W R Patterson,
i¢e; Jas Tilman, neck; David Thomas,
[ iuee; R L Wilkinson, hand.

Co C.—Killed: Serg’t J H Thackston,
Wounded : Lieut Jno
fusdolph, thigh and hand ; Sergt’s Lewis 8
ijres, breast, (in hands of the ememy;) R
E3pencer, leg and hand ; privates E F Cole-
g, wrist ; T B Harris, breast ; Wm Hen-
4l head ; Rob’t Alice,shoulder and neck;
iCRicbardson, leg; W M McParr, shoul
. Missing: Corp’l A H Brown, private

iivste B C Morrls.

(oD~Wounded : Lt R Motley, private

68 Baker. Missing: W G Andrews.

. TEE (OMMANDER AND NUMBER OF THE ENE-
¥Y's PORCES AROUND RICHMOND,

The commander of the force which is now
‘perating around the fortifications of Rich-
Wed Is Gen. Sheridan, who was formerly
“ugander of the cavalry with the Federa)
¥ujat Cuattanooga, and was taken from
Lere with Grant when he came to Virginia
lo kis experience as a cavalry commander
¥¢kuow of notling very dashing or success
1, sor is bis reputation that of a great Gen
“d The force under him is represented by
Vridoners 4t the round figure of 20,000, aly
That its strength ig
*liggerated Is quite certaln ; that it consists
¥ mounted infantf, y is equally certain, as in
% fzht at Brook Church yesterday the
“my's bayonets were plainly seen.

Iuthe fight yesterday the enemy used two

‘s of artillery, and seemed to have plenty

Wousted fafantry,

THE LATEST PROM SHERIDAN.

latest report from the enemy around

‘Oﬂiﬂc‘ationn was brought in last night

,’ b Courier, who reported that at seven
luey were in force on the Mechan-

» C0oking their suppers. Some

Vewent wag €xpected to be made by them

OUR WOUNDED,

e following fs st of the officers
" the fight near the city yesterday
"clock last night were re-
cers’ hospital : Leut. W. T,
; N.C; Leut. J. W. Tate, F,
1 g Capt. W.J. Collins, G, do. do.; Leut.
« -Bodnc.k.e. Cobl's cav; Lieut. R. F,
o .‘l_,zau: Va; Capt. W. Q. Miws, G,
M& eut M. L. Barber, D, 430 Ala;
5 - Redwood, K, do. do.; Lieat. P.
%h N, C. cav; Lieut. T. W.
» u) Oth 8, C. cay.
Uen. Gordons, of N.C, is st the
tuffering with s musket-
the left arm, which it Is
smputated. He was
when struck. The

through the wusele of
Other oficers enumerated

eounty, where theenemy advanced his negro

went was made to ascertain bis whereabouts,
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9th do; W'i‘O

——

wens, G, 38th do; R

Thornton's art’y; R B Shelburne, 324 Va; J

324 N C; G Campbell, I, 54th do; J W Dry,
F, 1st N C cav; D Johnson, K, do do; J Ray,

May, G, do do; Lt C Patra, C, 5th do; W J

do.
DEATH OF GEN. J. E. 8. STUART.

abdomen and coming out through the back,

learn, he died Jast night.
THE ENEMY ON THE SOUTHMSIDE—ANOTHER
SKIRMISH NEAR CHESTER.

From the southside we learn that a small
force of the enemy’s cavalry and artillery
wade their appearance again on the turn-
pike between here nnd Petersbarg.

About 11l¢ o'clock they attacked a force
of our cavalry near Chester, and a skirmish
ensued, in which they were driven off, and
went back to the river. Our loss was three
killed and six wounded.

They pulled down the telegraph wire and
tore up the rallroad track near the Junction
for nearly a mile.

At Drewry’s Bluff yesterday morning there
was some skirmishing between our pickets
and the enemy, with no result of import-
ance,

THE HEAVY FIRING AT DREWRY’S BLUFF.

The firing heard in the city yesterday from
siege guns was from some heavy pieces at
Drewry’s Bluff, siielling the wcods. It is
stated that in addition to this, the enemy’s
guntonts on the river were also shelling the
woods along the banks. y
EXPECTED RAID ON THE DANVILLE RAIL-

ROAD,

Yesterday afternoon Mr. Gill, the Supere
intendent of the Richmond and Petersburg
Railroad, having gone towards Chester to
ascertain the damage done to the road, dis-
covered a large body ot Yankee cavalry
crossing the road and moving towards th,
Clover Hill Pits. * The force was afterwards
ascertained to be abont 3,000, and it is be.
lieved that they have gome up to cut the
Richmond and Danville Railroad, and per-
haps to keep on to the canal.

THE SPEARS RAID UPON PETERSDURG—IT
MARCHES TO CITY POINT.

We have sgome farther particulars of
8pears’s raid on the rear of Petersburg. Ou
Mouday, after burning Maj. Belsches’s mil)
and dwelling, and every out-house on his
plantation, they proceeded to the premises
of Mr. Niblett, not far distant, when they
burnt that gentlemaun’s mill, but did not mo-
lest his dwelling or out-houses. Latein the
day tkey swung around towards James river,
and burnt Baxter’s and Temple’s mills in
Prince George county. Oa Thursday nigh:
they camped at Mt. Sinal Chureh, in Prince
George couuty, where they cooked up their
gtolen sheep, hogs, cattle aud poultry. A
gentleman who saw their camp fires, says
they extended for a distance of a mile or
more, and presented quile a novel sight to
the people in thatsection.
Tuesday morning, at seven o’clock, the
column was moving by the old Baxter road
to City Point, leaving Disputanta about a
mile and a half to the right. Col. R. M.
Harrison, of Prince George county, who saw
them, states that their column was aboug
three miles in lengtb, numbering possibly
between 1,500 and 2,000 men, and compris-
ing an immense train of stolen buggies,
carts, wagons, and pleasure carriages. Bat
few negroes were observed. They had in
one of their wagons a dead officer who had
died of wounds received in the fight at Not-
toway river or Jarratt’s. He was evidently
an officer of note, or his body would have
been buried where he died. Ia this connec
tion it may be interesting to state, that our
troops heard at Jarratt’s that Col. Bpears
himself was mortally wounded.
The enemy burnt the entire village at Jar-
ratt’s, except a small dilapidated building,
occupied by an aged widow lady. Iun this
case, the claims of humanity were for once
regarded, even by Yankee hearts, and the
building spared. Mr. Wm. Jarratt, we re
gret to hear, lost not only his elegant resi
dence, but all his farniture, and much else
of great value. Railroad and Government
property of every description was of course
consigned to the flames. Thisband of ma-
rauders, uolike many of their predecessors,
arrested every man they caught who had any
connection whatever withthe State or Con-
federate Government. All clerks of Courts,
magistrates, salt distributors,tax collectors,
asgessors of the revenue, constables and
sheriffs, were secured.
THE FALLING BACK OF THE ENEMY ON THE
SOUTHESIDE.
The retiring of the enemy from their ad-
vanced position towards Bermuda Hun-
dreds was first knownm in Petersburg. A
general epgagement, it appears, was cxpected
at that city on Tuesday. Oao every hand
he seemed to be pressing his forces, and ex-
tendiog his lines—his extreme right reach
iog around to Brander’s Bridge, north of the
city. Contrary to this universal expectation,
however, ageneral engagement did not come
off, but there was httle or no picket firing
or skirmishing. At an early hour it was as
certained that the enemy had withdrawn his
advanced lines, and retired several miles.
At a late hour Tuesday evening our scouts
reported the enemy rapidly retiring on the
road to Bermuda Huudreds. Oun the east
bank of the Appomattox, in Prince George

regiments from City Point Monday, he was
not to be found Tuesday, although a move

R Badler, ' Auxiety was on tip toe tonscert

K, 14th do; J Grommange, I, 38th do; W G .y g
Anderaon, D, 35th Va bat; R M Robertson,
F, 322 Va; T Wooten, F, do do; T 8 Hubert,
1, do do; J W Clark, C, dodo; W Watts, A,
do do; J 8 Baker, D, 25th Va bat; J F Hall,
F, 32d Vo; W Wickson, F, do do; 8 Brooke,

C Sadler, C, 19th do; J H Higginbotham, I, '
do do; G Heun, C, 14th do; F 8 Armorn, C,

A,do do; W A Mathews, A, 5ih do; V E

Watts, G, 1st Tex; E Newsome, G, do do; A f

Lawson, C, 5th do; Lt S J Woodward, B, 1st l these sons of New Hampshire, and see if
T L]

During the fight at Half Siak on Wednes-
day afternoon, Gen. Stuart was shot through

the body, the ball entering one side of the s got withia close proximity of the foe, and

E poured Intohim a deadly volley. Ba:fore he

He was brought to this city and carried to
the residence of Dr. Burwell, where, we:

; warm for frigid N:w Hawmpshire, and the
| blue coats started off in wild confasion, shap-
; ieg their course towards Bermuda Hun-
t dreds. It was a beautiful star-light night,

b}\t it was not ascertained until nearly tou!
o'clock, just before the dawn of day. Af
that hour a guard came in with a Yankee
who had come iato our lincs, and gave the
particulars. . On the enemy’s extreme right,
which had been pushed around Monday
alternoon, to Brander's Bridge, he placed a
heavy picket guard, consisting of a New
Hampshire regiment, amounting to 800 men,
Picked troops. They were somewhat lsola-
ted from the main body of the Yankee or-
ces, a fact which our Geuerals were notsiow
to perceive. Two companies of the 5lst N,
C. Regiment, General Clingmaa's Brigade
were selected to make a night aseault on

:}hey could not be induced to “change their
ase,”

The assault was sharp, eudden, and de-
cisive, With a rash the brave Carolinians

couid recover from his surprise, another
galling fire greeted him, and yet another a
moment or two after, which proved rather

and the dark moving mass counld be distinct-
ly seen, so the Caroliniaus had but to aim at
the mass, and they were bound to hit. The
race progressed uniil we had driven the
New Hampshire Yankees back and acrosS
the turnpike and on over the railroad, a dis”
tanca of some two miles or more. It was
ascertained Tuesday that we killed and
wounded a large number of the enemy in
this pight assanlt.

CONFEDERATE STATES CONGRESS.

The Senafe met yesterday at 12 o’clock M.
Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Duncan, of the
Methodist Church.

The journal having been read,

On motion of Mi. Johnson, of Ark, the
Benate resolved into secret session.

Mr. Caperton, of Va, presented the peti-
tion of J. Basssett French, askiog that cer-
tain cotton and stocks contributed for the
erection of an equestrian statue of Gen,
''hos. 4. Jackson, vbe released from taxation
and expcrt duties. Referred.

Mr. Barnwell, of 8. C., from the Finance
Committee, reported back, without amend

ment, House bill continuing till the first of
January next the increased pay of Govern-
ment clerks.

Mr Johnson, of Ark, offered an amend-
ment tkat no one should be entitled to the
benefit of the act unless they made affidavit
that they had no other means of support.
Rejected, and the bill was passed.

‘I'he resolution relative to the day of ad-
journment was, on motion of Mr Burnett, of
Ky., laid on the table.

The Senate again resolved into secret ses-
sion, and soon after adjdurned.

The House met at 12 o’clock, and was
opened with prayer by Rev. Dr. Moore, of
the Presbyterian Church.

A Senate bill, to provide transportation
for members of Congress living beyond the
Mississippi river, was referred to the Mili~
tary Committee.

Mr. Lyon, of Ala,, from the Finance Com-
mittee, reported a bill to provide the prompt
return of money paid into the Treasury De-
partment by the Navy Department. Passed.

Mr. Rusgell, of Va, from the Judiciary
Committee, reported back a bill concerving
the malicious arrest of commissioned offi-
cers of the army, and asked that the same
be referred to the Military Committee.

Mr. Russell, from the same, reported a bill
to provide for the specdy settlement of
claims for property impressed in the Trape-
Mississippi Department. Passed.

Mr Russell, from the same, reported back
a bill to repeal the act authorizing the sus-
pension of the writ of habsas corpus.

The committee unanimously recommend-
ed that the bill do not pass, and that the
same be laid upon the table. Lald on the
table—yeas 58, pays 2.

Mr. Orr, of Miss., laid before the House
resolutions of the State of Misslssippi, re-
questing their Represeuntatives and Senators
ia Couogress to have the habeas corpus bill re-
pealed. Ordered to be printed.

He also offered a resolution that the Ju-
diciary Committee be instructed to report a
bill repealing the act of the last Congress
suspendinF the writ of kabeas corpus. Lald
on the table.

The vote having been taken, the resola-
tionof Mr. Orr was laid on the table.

Mr Lyon, of Ala, reported a bill to author-
ize the Secretary of the Treasury to pay out
of the Treasury the amount of money de-
rosited there by the ladies of South Caro-
ina for building a gunboat. Passed.

Mr E M Bruce introduced a bill that so
much of the above recited act as authorizes
the issue of two dollars in new currency for
every three dollars of old currency which
has been or may be funded, is hereby re-
pealed.

Mr. Foote, of Tenn., introduced a resolu-
tion to repeal the labeas corpus act, which
was, on motion of Mr. Miles, postponed till
Thureday next, and made the order of the
dag for the mornlng hour.

n motion of Mr. Goode, of Va., the
House adjourned.

City Bautalion.
To the Edilors of the Dispatch :

Gents: Pleasz ob'lge the undersigned by Insert-
ing the to'lowing :

Learning that [t Is a current rumor In the eity
that io the recent engagement with the U. 8. gun-
boat Shassheen, In the lower James river, my com-
pany was much cut td pieces, and desiring to cor-
rect such rumor 8s well as to relieve the anxiety of
the relatives and friends of the b of the
company, I will state that, though the only infanury
used upon the occasion, none were hurt.

Note.— No dismounted cavalry, acting as sharp-
shooters, were used as stated in your issue of to-
day, (2ay 9th, 1863.) Very resp’y,

Lucss L. Bass,
Capt Co G, 25th Va Battalion.

Fort Clifion.
Camp, May 12th, 1864,
1o (he Editors ¢f the Dispatch ;

Gentlemen : For the benefit of the families of
the pariies concerncd, please state that none of the
members of Martin’s Richmond battery, who are
from Richmond, were hurt in the recent guunboat
engagement at Clilton.  The members of the Lat-
tory are all well and In fine apleits

Yours, &e, B TavLoR MaRTIN,
Capt Comd’g Art’y at Clifion.

Henley’s Battalion.
To the Edilors of (he Dispatch:

Be kind eno to state fa your paper that per-
sons wishi mu':eud provmunz o p:lenlp ’8 I:n-
talion, can do so by leaving the same at the Post-
Office ent before 10 o’clock to-morrow(Fri-
day) morning, marked yith name and company.—
‘'he men are aufleciag (or something to eat, haviog
been tn the rifle pits since yesterdav morning.

May 1%h -

Rep Rivee Covron.—The other day a Yankee
dispatch read that Banke had capiured forty thon-
sand bales of cotton on the Red river. The truth
abons the amouat capiored is contalned in the fol-
lowing extract from a letter written la New O¢-
Jeans to the New York World :

tors. 2 ¥
We have before us a copy o8 Rear Admiral Dahi

gren’s report to the Sscretary of the Navy, of the
services of the nonltors before Charlestop. The

concluding portions of the repo:t are of s general

character as (0 the services and capabilities of the
monitors, which we give 1 fall. The accompany-
ing report is from Commodore Joha Rodgers, who

has had more experience with monitors ia actual
warfare than any other officer of the navy :
APTER CONFLICTS.

The operations of the iron-clads against Morris
[sland were appropriately closed by 3 severe con-
test with Fort Moultrle, Batteries Bee, Beaure
gard, &c., to relleve the Wechawken, which t.ad

grounded under their fire, and was ﬁnu:ﬁm off

with some severe Injuries, owing to the fal
having exposcd the nn under the overhang.
There were other oce: when s.vere con-
filets occurred with the rebel works an Sullivan’s
Island  And besides the principal atacks in farce
there were few days from the firsy attack (July
10th) to its evacuation (depiembder 7gh) that some

ng tlde

iron-clads or gunboats were not ed in firfy,
at the enemy’-uwotn,no as to ﬁ:mu'w the h’bos
of our troops ashore, as will be percelved by the
following sample from the record :

Date—1863 Object |  Vene's Ewgaged.

August 1....!Wagner.,
August 2....|Wagaer.,.

August 13... Y Rebel batteries|

August 16. ..

Beptember 5.]0 b8 t ructions

Scptember 6. /'Wagner and
Gregg
September 7.|Batt’rs on Sul |

September 8. Batt’rs on Sul-

July 18...... Assault on!

Waguer ....! Honunk,rlng. Kaats
| kill, Nantucket,

| Weehauken, Pa-

| tapsee ; gunboats

1 ga:l .Nnu,:‘ Jitawa,

{ neca, Culppe-
¥+ 6 S Cliippe

{ lesahickin
July 22... ... Wagner....... Nantucket, Qutawa,
i (gunboat )
July 24...... Wagner to co |
ver advance, Weeha u k en, Flag,
{ lronsides,Kaatskill,
| Montauk, Patapsco,
g ! Nantucket.
July 25...... Wagaer...... |G’bts Panl Jones, Re
ueca, Ottawa, Daf
i i Ching.
July 28..,... Wagner....... Gunb’ts Ouawa, Dal
Ching, Paul Jones
July 29, .....|\Wagner....... Weehauken, Kaars
4 kifl, Ottawa, (ght )
July J0......... Wagner ...... lronsldes, Patapsen,
July 3i...... [Rebel batteries!

on Morrls
Island...... Irorsides, Kaatskil),
' Patapsco, Ouawa,
(gunboat.)
{Ottawa, (ght )
‘Montauk, Kaatskiil,
| Patapsco, Weehau-
ken, Nahant, Pas-
; sslc, Marblehead,
| (gunboat.)

August 4....{Wagner ...... {Marblebead, Ottawa,
- (gunbeats.)
August 6.... ‘Wagier...... Montauk,Marblehead,
| | (gunboat.)
Angust B.... 'Wagner ...... {Marblehead, (gbt )

August 11... Wagner and!

| viclnity..... \Ottawa, Marblehead,
! ! Mahaska, (gbts.)

on Morrs:
Island...... ‘Patapseo, Kaatskill

|
August 14 .. 'Rebel batteries|

{ on Morris

| Island...... Guab’z Dal Chirg,
1 Ouawa, Madhaska,

l | Wissahickin, Racer

' Wagner ...... Gunboats Wissahick-

! ! in, Mahaska, Otia-

I i wa, hat cnma, Ra

cer, Dan Smith.

August 17. .. Rebel bat’rson|

Morris island ;

to divert fire:

from our bat !

terles,which

opened  on!

Sumter- .. .. Mortar boats  Racer,
i Dan Smith,

August 18, .. IWagner to pre

vent asssult.! Wee hauken, Iron
sldes, Montauk Na
hant,Passaic,Kants
kilt, Patapsco;Gun-
boats ('anandalgua.
Mahaska, Ouawa,
Clmerone, Wissa
hickin, Dal Chiuvg,
Ladona.

August 19, .. Wagner ...... I ronsides, Puassaic,

Weehauken, gun-
boats Wissahickin,
Mahaska,lai Ching,

Ladona, Ottawa.
August 20. .. |Rebel batteries
on Morris
Isiand...... [ronsides.
August 21...{Sumter and
Wagner ... Ironsides, gunbeats

Mahaska, Ottawa,
| Ladona, Dat Ching.

August 22...|Waguer ...... lrenstdes, Patapsco,

| Slnbomu Mahaska,
! Dai thing

August 23...|%umter........ iWoehau ken, Iron-

sides, bt ¥ontauk

September 1.! Sumter....... Weehauken, Passaic,

Patapsco, Montauk,
_Nahant.

bet’'n Sum |
ter and Greg| Weehauken, Nahant,
Patapsco.Montauk,
Passaic, Lehigh.

...... i L.ehigh, Nahant.

livan's fsI’d. | I ro nsides, Wechau-
ken, Montauk, Pas-
saic, Patapsco, Na-
hant, Lehigh

livan’s Isi’d. | Ironsides, Patapsco,
L ehigh, Nabant,
Montauk, and Wee-
hauken, (ashore.)

I shall now briefly comment on the various qual

ftles ot the mouitors:

1. Capaclty for resistance.

2. Power of ordnance.

3. Draft of water.

4. Speed.

5. Number of crew.

I. Endurance.~During the operations against

Morris Island, the n:ne iron-clads fived eight thou-
sund projectiles, and received eight hundred and
eighty-two hits. Including the service at Samter
in April, and the Ogechee, the total number was
eleven bundred and ninety-tour, distributed as fol-
lows :

SERVICE OF THE JRON-CLADS.

lays; and moreover, It was not .adm

strengtnening . the
had now become so foul with aywiers

this , added bly w0, the di
of workiag the veancls properly under fire.

southeast, while close up to Fumier, whea 1

motion betng p ed,
meonitors from their position.

POWSR OF ORDNANGE.

ting

the heaviest ordnance, no doubt arises the desire
to make these of the haaviest description. ilow
far other tderati houtd the char-
acter of the ordnance, is mnecessarily an uasettled
question.

To strike an armored ship, it may be best to use
a gun capable of the greatest power; but whether
this shall be derived from a projectiie of great
weight, driven by low velocity, or of less weight
and high velocity ; whether i¢ shall -be a 15-inch
fun, fired with thirty five or forty pounds, or a 13

neh, fired with ity pounds of powder, is not here

material ; the weight of the gun for either pur-

e will not vary 10 any important degree. But

n operations agalast earthwosks, whose material

be ¢ ged p ly, but euly dis-

turbed, and wtich are oaly to ‘c dealt with by

keeping down their fire, a mueh lighter projectiie

would he grel’emble. in order that the practice may

be as rapid as possible. flence a plece of 16,000
ibs for 10 fnch or 11-Inch shot and shetl.

When a number of moniters are brought to-
gether, it would be better also to have guasof ke
kind in each turret, aud bringiag into aetion which-
ever might be preferable o

kach of the monitors of this squadron had a 15
inch and a smaller gun, 11 inch or 8 inch rifle, and
hence the rapldity of fire which waa most-desira-
ble was not auained. That this was due to the
calibre of the gun, and not to ita being located in
a twret may be shown by one notable instance.

November 9, 1863, the Montauck, Capi Davis,
was engaged in bauering Sumter. In so dolug, the
tl-inch gun fired taenty five shells successively
in one hour, of which twenty one hit the wall of
the fort aimed at-—distance sixteen hundred yards.
This 18 at the rate of one shell in 24 minutes,
which Is not only rapid, but also exceedingly ac-
curate practice.

There Is no reason why another 11 ineh, If placed

‘in the adjoining cariage, instead of the 15 ineh,

could not have been fired in the same time, at
which rate that monitor wouid have delivered an
11-inch shell every 1.2 minutes-

The rates of fire reported for the Ironsides by
Capt Rowan are :

Time. No.  Time for each fire.
Hours —Minutes, Fired. Minutes,
Most rapid. . 0.05 25 74
Contlnuous .2 55 49 2 86
Assumed .. .1.00 369 133
Montauk....L00 25 2.4

It wiil be percelved that for a short space of
time the frigate delivered a shell from each gun
fu 1.74 minutes tor three hours in 2 86 minutes ;
and it Is belleved that a fire could be sustained at
the rate of 7.33 minutes. The last rate s, there-
fore, possible ; but I am sure it would be Jlﬂicull
to sustain it long with much regard to good aim
and considerable distances; and 1 believe, on the
whole, that for every practical purpose there wou'!d
:n- all desirable rapldity of fire i‘:-ﬂ»m the 1l-inch
urret.

Thus itis to be presumed that there will be
equality ot advanee power In the same number of
11-inch guns as to the rapldity of fire whether
in a turret or broadside.

DRAPT OF WATRR,

The monitors of the Passale class draw aboul
11§ feet of water when properly trimmed. On
this coast 10 and 11 feet is the most convenlent
dratt of wates for penetrating all the principal
s.unds and rivers, and nuvigating them to any ex-
tent. A greater draft restricts i vessel ln move
ment, and In many instances excludes her from
several ports, except under very favorable circum-
slaunces,

SPEED,

The speed of the monitors Is not'great, (seven
knots,) but itis quite respeciable with a elear bot-
tom, and is fully equal to that of the [ronsides.—
Their steerage I8 pecullar, but, when fully under-
stood and righfully maniged, not difficult ot con-
trol. They pivot with eelerity, and io less space
ithan almost any othey class of vessels,

NUMBER OF MEN.

The number of mew required to work them and
the guns is only efghty, which Is very moderate. —
In common with all iron clads, the scope of vision
ts much restricted, tor whe plain reason that in euch
vessels apejtures of sny size must be avoided.—
There are some other defecty, but they are not In
hereng, and, 1t 18 blieyed, nre susceptible of being
remedied wholly o In part. 50 much for the
mouniters.

THE IRONSIDES.

Tue Ironsides is a fine powerful ship. Her armor
has stood heavy battering very well, and her broad-
side of seven !1-fuch guus, and one B-inch rifle
has always to!d with signa! effect whien opened on
the enemy  Drafnt of water about 15 to 16 feet —
Speed 6 to 7 knots, and crew about tour handred
and forty men.

The defects of the vessel are the unplated eeds,
which are consequently easily damaged by a rak-
Iog fire, aud invoive the rudder and screw more or
less, while she can return no fire in either diree-
tion. This was particularly and frequently incon-
venient in attacking the works on Morris Island,
for at certain stages of the tide vesscls tall nearly
across the channel, and present bow and stern w
the beach of Morris Island So that sometimes it
wais necessary to delay placing the vessels in posi-
tlon, and at others she would swing around very
awkwardly when engag-d.

‘The mouitors, on the other hand, were almost
equally well defended on ail sides, and could fire
in any direcu The ides was also open to
descending shot, and her scope of fire o0 much
restric.ed by badty placed ports. The desire for
companson which rages just now can easlly be
satlstied by bringing the above data In juxtapoei-

s more rapld and concentrated fire, which, under
the circumstances, make her guns more effvctive
than the 15 fnch ui’ the monitors.

On the other hand, she was restricted by draft to
the mid-channel, was very vulnerable 10 the rakin,
fire, and the direction ot her own guns was

. The

o ol

most of the channels, could direct their fire around
the whole clrcle, and were almost equally well deo-
fended on all sides The defects In both classes
of vessels are susceptible of being remedied par-
tially or enurely. The defemceof _lh. Ironsides
could be made complete, and that of the monttors
equally so The t of the Itors could
be perfected so as to give all desirable rapidity of
fire, but by no coatrivance could the lrousides be
enabled to use mwuch heavier guns than those
Yet when such changes were made as
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Of the e monitors, one was always absent at

Warsaw (Nahant or Nantucket) to- blockade the
rebel ram.

The Lehigh did oot arrive untll August 30th,

therefore was ouly able to participate in the opera-
u:.:: :;‘e(he te-l:hlng sevea days, but did good
work.

For some time only five monitors were avallable

¢ &, and then six, which was the
:‘::n't::f ::-.b.:cdhpouble at lny' one me. The
consequence of the protracied Gring and hard
usage 10 wisich the monitors were exposed duriag
these two 1a0nthe of (ucessant service, were una-
voldably vy

also that all repalr which could possi-
;?; ee.:l‘:.cued with was postponed to the con-
clusion

coaslderable in the aggreeate; and

it was, iherefore, necessarily extensive whes

ntered atlering recelved was with-
:u o 'r'r: ?lm-k had strack (wo
and fowrteen (Ql‘:lz’m W wken one
bundred and elghty-seven (
entirely by 10-

) Umes, and almeat
shot.
What vessels hase ever been subjected to such a
?
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my feetin “z

Bouae

experience saggested, there still would remain to
the monitors the lighter draft, cholce of guns from
the heaviest o the lightest, defensivility, and di

ls;nﬂc to
withdraw but a portien of the Mouitors ut 3 lime

from the
The umd :iu were deemed advisable for
srs and nIrets Were)

t-hon
a:n'::’l unlulm.udme Wclu-:‘
grass, that the speed was reduced (o three or
mq-@lmim.mdm the tide of
One night | was caught by heavy weather la:

gone 10 attack it, and It was well that the dark-
ness of the night prevented the slownges of :er
w e

Fach turret contains two guas, and trom the pe-
culiar faclifty which it has for” giving direction to

tion. Just as they are, the Ironsides is capable of
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I have the honorto be, &e. - -
Jonn A. Dantepsw, Rear :Mm.
.A. B S,
Hon. Gideon We les, Becgstary of the Nu?.

The Trags-Mississippi.

The Atlauta Jppeal, af 116 38 Tst. Was We (ol
lowing encouraging view of 8@8ie in the traus
Misslssippt Department, written before the report
Of Steele’s surrengder to Price : .
be true, and we
. snd Price
are doing their wwrk -“o . the West alde of
the Missiesippl river. campaign of Samks in
Louisiana bas proved a complete fullure, and he is
represented as having been driven on the north
side of Red river, and Is seeking refuge at Naichez,
on this side of the Miasissippl. This leaves all
West Loulslana free from the esemy, and will
play hob with those Yankees who bave emigrated
thither with the view of raising cotton and sugar.
They will be compelled to give up their farms, of
course, and re emigate 1o the North.

Gen Magruder seems o have no (oe te contend
with in Texas, and Gen Swith will remaln idle
during the spring and summer, as it will be impos-
sible for Lincoln to supply Banks with a new fosce
sufficiently suiong to renew the campaign.

Gen Price, t0o, since he has been relieved of the
Incubus of Gea Hoimes, is beginning to loom up,
and will again signalize himself as the deliverer
of Arkansas and Missouri. His victory over
Steele seems o have been a complete one, aud we
doubt whether Stecle will be permitted to remain
long In Littie Rock, even if he should get there.—
Now that the work has commenced, and Gea Price
has his face once 1rore set towards the North, we
may rest assured he will uot remain Mdie. His
army will gather swrength as he moves through the
country, and we predict that the summer months
wiil find him once more within the borders of his
own #tate, rallying the peopte to action.

These vfclodel will lnspirc the hearts and nerve
the arms of our people west of the river, who, we
doubt not, will rally to the support of the army in
such numbers as will insure that country from fur-
ther invasion. Many of them, probably, will be
enabled to cultivate the crops which the Yaunkees
have planted and reap the proceeds before Lincoin
will be able to send anotber effective force agalust
them, even if he shail ever have the power of do
ing su, which we do not believe w il be the case.
He now has his hands too full on this side ot the
river to give much attention (o the West, and Gen.
Banks will call for reinforcements fn valn. The
greater probability ls, that this Individual witl be
calied to Washington to give an account of his
wtewardship.

Theae victories and triumphs in the West will go
far to teach the people ot the North the utter folly
of attempting further subjugation of the South.—
‘T'hey will teach them the impossibility of holding
the country and turniog it to advantage, even aiter
they have once made a conquest of it. If there
was any portion of our country which they comsid-
ered to be firmly withla thefr grasp,it was West Lou
isiana; yet this has been wrested (rom them, and
we belleve without the hope of recovery. Fo it
will be with Arkansas,so with Missouri,sewith T'en
nessee, and so with Kentucky. The return wave
i3 now flowing back upon the North,and no
earthly power can stay its progress. It will rotl ou
#nd on, gathering swrength and volume as it
gresses, until the entire Boath Is redeemed from
the despotic tread of the Yankee tnvader,

Our dusiard and unprincipled foe have had their
most jJovisl revels on Southern sotl.  From thisday
forth toey will be made to feel 2 more infariating
siing ot Southern sieel than they have hitherto
felt  Our people, long oppressed, are now thor
oughly uroused, and our soldlers may be said to be
just beginning to fight. ‘The Yankee will no louger
find the South au asylum tor ‘him. Io is now re
quired to “take up his bed and walk,” apd “gu
home where he Lnnr 3 g battles thus
fought this epring have had a wost powerful and
persu sive effect upon him tu this direction, but
nowiicre more so than in the West. The great
Unloa slider, Banke, would now seem to beon a
big slide himself, and no doubt thinks the ghost ot
Stonewall Jackson i3 atter hiw. I he has not al
ready discovered, he will ind out before the sum-
mer closes, that Massachusetts is a more healthlul
place of residence for him than L.ouisiana

Altogether, the Trans lhslnlrpl Department is
in a most .rmmhlnl conditon. I Baukeis driven
on this side of the river, we know of no other Fed
eral troops in Southwestern Loutsiana. Magruder
has little or uothing to contend with In Texus, and
we may rest assured that Gen. Price will give Steele
no rest untll he gets him out of Arkausas. This
leaves the Western department comparativery
clear of the enemy, and, as remarked above, we
do not think the people there need live In any fear
ot their return  Our oplalon Is they have started
home, and wiil not stop until they get there.  Aw
the West is clear, let us now look 1o the East, give
our best atteantion to Grant at Richmond and Dal
ton, and the war i over,at least so far as the
Eouth Is concerned.

Quesn VicTonia ui Tus Puxce or Warss.—

toria and her first born be not .neuly belfed by
those who pretend to know, y &re RO ex-
ception to the rule. Not 0 pat too fine a
point upon it, it is said mm‘

rel like cat and dog. Her Majesty

i

have her ewn way, as was very well ksown
in Prince Albert’s , and (he Privee needs none
of the lnevitable that he is beir to0 the
Kmpire on'which the sus never sets, which mast

to the selection of une class of vessels over an-
othes.

It 18 evident that it was not designed to 'xx
any one style exclusively, for o1 the three
class—the 1 ides and the Gal
was quickly proved to be absoluiely lacflicient,

is universal.y admitted that piates of less than
tour and a haif (4)¢) Iuches cannot stand the shock

e ge. 1 pe
ment only intended to build such vessels
best adapted
DN e qutnod lght drah and gross o
case, W e

'v.llﬁ, - that the selection of the Depart

(0 numbers, we should now have bees

ximation only was

ment have chosen ! Uertalnly aone that has
by Engitsh or French naval authosities

and her class are exceedisg!

not get w

, there {9

which is
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tirst ordered, (wo were of the ordinary broadside

The latter
and 80 mmust any armored steamer of that size. It
of heavy projeciiles, and vessels so anmored must
be Ao

as

10 the service at the secne of wae. -
o uliar i of \he

drafl aud great ordnance
ment could uoanne been more judicious ia pre-

QX i
heavy frigate as a base ; and .f the lotent of the
l)?pzm"g:leouu have been carrled uou‘.. regard

> of the coast from the Capes of Vieginla
to New Orleans, Including Wiimiagloa, Chatlcs-
Mobile, &c.
wa.“ detects of both elasaes are easily remedia-
but sume of those in the moaitors could only
determined by the test of battle; beanvfhu,

hat other sty'e of vessel culd. the llo::t‘-
. The

rection of fire arouad the whole circle; couse- | Bism. They , 100 -1 thiak 8 newspaper cor-
quently the ability to carry a heavier battery Into | Tespondent fs ity Justiicd in uslng those two
the least depih of water, with equal power of of- | *“di words,” denounced by Aaron Burr, who
fence “x‘md d 'be in any dlm - ‘,a:‘nd :’m:: wl;h 30:.:‘.- for m‘&-—m:."l
balf the number of guns carried In broadside by | Queen “golage w0
O EE ISR (g
COMPARISON OF IRON-CLADS. ',n"“m“m When Priace
The comparison now made is to be underssood t married asd sel m at Maslbore’
as having relat'on to existing circumstances, and auz, his mother desired him 10 put his secvanis
not at all Intended as conelusive in regard to the | inio mourning for his dead father; this the yousg
general merits of fron-clads. man faily refused to do, and leR Windsor ina
Itie in this sense that the action of the Navy | buff, net retarniag for some time.— London Corres-
Deparument s 10 be idered with refe pondence of the New Fork Tridune.

A Very Fazwon Incinene.—A tate Preach joure
a3l refated the followlng well lavemted story,
which, it will be seen, is Freach all over :

of trace, they sp to
for their lives. mury
bullets hurried them.
of a mile to run, and are
it in the shortest time on
none of thewr were hit,
spattered with mud to the crowns of
heads, they at last ran safely into oar .
where they were received with such
and cheers as have seldom waked the s
of the Chickshominy. ¢
All three of the tlemen ? them-,
selves as thoroughly satisfled the pres-
ent on thesubject of Yaukes asd
say the next time they go out it- will be In
rather stronger force.

noon the residence of Secretary .3
10:h street, was struck by mmmﬁn
tearing away a portion of
shatteriug a window frame and sash,
teriug and setting fire to_the small room in
the northeast corner. Deénse
stantly issued from it, and to all
the iire was ond control, whes
son of Mr. Mallory rushed into t
anl succeeded in extinguishiug it
mands upon the

water were answerel by screams of
and by yelling that water would not
QG)d’s fire, aud that noth but new milk .
would do any good ; and but lor his

of mind and persistent energy the y
would bave been destroyed.

Struck by Lightning.—During the thunder-
storm ot yesterday morning the residenee
Masjor Louis J. Bossieux, southwest corner
of 19th and Franklin, was struck bm,
ning, but fortunately sus no fur \
damage than the knocking off of s qb

of slate from the roof. TMW‘

roofed, with a pointed gable, and Is uapro-
tected by a lightniog-rod. Several ladies in
the house at the timae were very much fright.
el?edl': but no one was hart, or received any
shock. :
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Libby Ntems.~The clerks at the Libby

prison yesterday were very buey uem

and d'sposing of prisoners. Oue ki

and eighty of the raiders captured abous the -
city were brought ln, among them three

commissioned ofticers. Sioce the

of this raid ten Yaukee officers have bedn
captured and depoeited inthis prison,among

a het of whom we noticed the nemté of Bag-

gao;bl. D. Forgussqn, of the Sih- Pensegls

van

‘The prisoners are being fed on corn la-
stead of flour bread, and fre said to :
We saw and tasted some of the p
evening, and found it of most excellent
quality.

i Raggarold ] ?J—Th. ln“m'ﬂl this m
streets yeaterday to the Promb%
office. "His name was Tom Jones. He was-
brought down as a deserter from Powhatan
county,‘whcnte he h-u:.mll.: . in ::t.
woods for five mon M
whole piece of cloth about his clothes, and -

that was a h of black cloth twelve inches
equare in the seat of his faded home-
spun pants. He was to Cestle

under. The racy him
a new suit whea he emerges this place
of durance. S

died a few days since in Washisgion. His will ie
dated April 4, 1861, and bequeathe bis estate o hs.
six children, Wright Rives, Caroline R. W »
(wife of Bamuel T. Willlams,) Franklin Rives*
Lucy Rives, Jefferson Bives and Blair Rives.




