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It is a common boast of the North,
and religiously believed by most of its

eople, that cold climates beget and keep
alive self reliance, energy, enterprise,
.skill and inventiveness j and that warm

iclimates produce indolence, carelessness,
I ignorance and improvidence. If that be
I the fact, we wonder that they do not stick
jto their cold'climates instead of seeking
to settle in latitudes where the enerva-
ting influences of the sun may cause
them to degenerate"
I But there arc certain facts in the his*
I tory of mankind which conflict seriously
| with this favorite Northern theory. We
do not mention these in a spirit of self-
complacency, but simply in self-defence,
and in defence of the Sun, which per-
forms some important ofiiccs in the
economy of nature. This much, a*-
least, must be conceded: No Northern
jman will contend that the sun diminishes
jthe energy of vegetation, or begets weak-
I ness and effeminacy in the animal life.?
jNo one will pretend that the gigantic:growth of Southern vegetation is smu
| passed in Northern latitudes, or that the
! lion, the tiger, the elephant, the Arab
jhorse, are inferior in strength, courage
jand speed to the animals of cold coun-
! tries.

If man is an exception to this rule;
if the sun, which developes and ener-
gizes all the rest of creation, which stimu-
lates, foster., and perfect! plants and

iall animals, renders humanity effeminate
jand indolent, we should like to see some
I evidencesof the fact We do not find
!that evidence in the condition of the
| aboriginal races of America when first
discovered by Europeans. In the high
latitudes, the Indians were rude, improvi-
dent and savage ; in al! the tropical parts
of the continent, in Mexico, Central Ame-
rica and Peru, they exhibited forecast,

| t-kill, inventiveness, and were surrounded
by vast architectural remains, that

i proved the existence of an immemorial. ...civilization.
If we go to the Old World, we look in

vain for any illustration of the self-com-
placent Northern proposition. "We find
that man was created about the centre
of Asia, and we should thence infer that
that region was the most favorable lo-
cality for his full growth and develop-
ment. We are no bigots on this subject;
not extreme, by any means, in our vindi-
cation of the Sun. The Sun, no doubt,
has his faults, a spot or two here and
there; but, on the whole, is a benignant
luminary, not unfavorable to human pro-
gress. We arc disposed to concur with
a theory, that us we recede fiom the iso-
thermal latitude df creation, and go too
fat* north, or too far south, man and all
other created things deteriorate. Never-
theless, it is?better to have too much
sun than too little. In tho equatorial
and tropical regions of the Old World
there is abundant monumental and ar-
chitectural evidence that, before Greece
and Rome existed, those regions were
always inhabited by energetic and civil-
izedraces, while in the Northern latttudes
there was only a dreary waste of igno.
ranee and barbarism.

It was under a glowing sun that the
patriarchs, prophets and apostles of Di-
vine Revelation were called to the great
mission of reclaiming the human race
from the ruins of the fall. It was under
such a sun that Moses, Joshua, David
and Solomon were matured to the most
vigorous manhood and the loftiest wis-
dom. X was there that the Sun of
Righteousness first and blended
its fructifying rayswith that luminary,
which is spokenof in Scripture as a type
of the spiritual energy and life-giving

\u25a0er of the Son of God.
hy has Northern Asit beeu always 1

barbarous, and Southern Asia been al-
ways civilized ? Why, if the Northern
theorybe true, was Egypt the most civil-
ized and powerful of nations, the gra-
nary of the world, the land of intelligent
and persevering industry, bearing evi-
denceeven now, in its pyramids, obelisks
and catacombs, ofa combination of labor
and art which even modern civilization
has not Ween able to equal.? Or, if cold
is necessary to enliven and stir into ac^

En human energy and genius, what do
jy make of the valor, the enterprise, |
j philosophy, the arts, the eloquence, ;
; refinement, the civilization of sunny |

Greece t What of Rome, the mightiest
power that ever dominated the earth
jwhose soldiers were capable of doing
more, of daring more, of suffering more,
than the soldiers of any land, before or
since ; who chained Northern barbarians
at their chariot wheels, and whose con-
quests compacted and integrated that
magnificentempire till it was round and
rcsplendant as the sun that warmedinto
life its victorious eagles? Was Julius
.Cicsar a Northern man i Was Hanni-
bal, that Carthagenian hero, who, in the
opinion of some of the best modern sol-
diers, was the greatest military genius
the world has ever produced, begotten
of an iceberg V Where was the Gothic
genius when these T :tanic Children of
the Sun made the earth tremble beneath
their ponderous footsteps ?

If we come down to a siill later
period, we lind another memorable
refutation of the stereotyped North-
ern absurdity, that warm climates beget
effeminacy and weakness. What be-
comes, under this theory, of the Arabian
Empire, which, under the banners of
Mahomet, went forth, conquering, pose-
lyting and enslaving mankind ? Their
creed was false and their swords were
merciless; but the question is not of
truth or mercy. It is whether warm
climates enervate the human race, take
the sap outof their manhood, and render
them only tit for slaves. The Arabians
shook Asia to its foundation, and added
nation afternation totheir conqueringflag

#

In thirty years after Mahomet'
thirty-six thousand cities had been sub-
jugated, and the Persian -monarchy was
overthrown; they penetrated Europe,
invaded Tartary, and threatened India.
Spain became a tributary kingdom. The
eighth century saw the Arabian Empire
stretching from the Ganges to the Atlan-
tic ; from the Pyrenees to the deserts of
Africa. Nor was it alone in the character
of heroes and fanatics that theyfigure in
history. They built the Alhambra; they
exhibited an intellectual development
equal to their courage; and Europe is
deeply indebted to them, for literature,
science and taste. The brilliancy of their

«owledge was not surpassed by the
ire of their conquests and the lustre of

their victories ; and in the track of deso-
lation that lay behind their march sprung
up flowers of refinement, courtesy and
civilization.

It is not certainly in the northern
parts of the world?it is not among
Esquimaux or Laplanders?that we must
look for the grandest developments of
man. Whilst the highest exhibitions of
intelligence and energy were given by
the Mediterranean nations, the northern
multitudes were miserable savages.?

I Whilst Greece and Rome displayed won-
\u25a0 den of architectural skill, the dwellers in
the cold regions, now known as Russia,
Germany, Sweden and Denmark, could
notbuild comfortable dwellings to protect

| them against tlie rigor of their own cli-
imate. The civilization of Russia, such as
iit is, is not older than the days of Peter
the Great, aftd he had to visit lands
where the sun shone to procure the
exotic and transplant it to his bleak do'
mains. Germany, like Russia, is in-
debted to her conquest by the Sarina-
tians?a comparatively southernpeople?
for a civilization which is not indigenous.
The sunny land of France, inhabited by
a people of Roman descent, and Eng-
land, whose controlling element of so-
ciety is of Norman origin, are the mas*
ters of the world. Who was Raphael f
Who Canova ! Who Dante ? Who Co-
lumbus ? Who Napoleon ? Italy, even
in her old age, has given to the world a
constellation ofgenius and energy, made
up of stars of the first magnitude, which
will sbine on till the firmament above is
rolled op like a scroll.

The traveltr who now visits Europe to

Kild the wonders of science, energy
art, does not go to Russia, Sweden I

Denmark or Norway. He finds there
a very gluttonous and animal people, but
not superior knowledge and refine-
ment. The Northern States of this
Union have, indeed, a civilization,which
consists in the application ofmechanical
discoveries to the increase of individual
gain; but the progress of thiswar has de-
veloped a latent barbarism only equalled
by that of Russia. It is true, the ma-
terial and national progressof the United
States, up to 18G1, was prodigious, if
not unparalleled; but it was under a
Southern leader that she achieved her
independence, and under a long line of
SouthernPresidentsand Southern States-
men that she rose to greatness and pros-
perity. If she wants to make a fair
experiment of the capabilities of North-
ern and Southern races, let her with-
draw her armies, acknowledge our inde-
pendence, and see what the result will
be at the end of the century. Even in
our tributary condition under tho old

jGovernment, we produced the greatest
of Its political and military leaders, and
supplied by our industry three-fourths
of its revenue. Let us see what we can
do when we set up for ourselves! It is
the dread of that result, that, with all

I its vainglorious confidence in the supe -
priority of Northern energies, induces a
Northern journal to declare that not for
Canada, nor Mexico, nor all America be-
side, would it permit the South to 30.

The benevolentsolicitude of the inanu--
facturing and commercial men of Eng-
land, for the continuance of the war in
America, which was so agreeably re-
lieved by intelligence of the successful
resistance of Fort Fisher to Admiral
'ortcr's first assault, must be once more

painfully excited by the subsequent in-
elligencc. The fall of Fort Fisher will

be aggravated by the first news of the
coming of a Peace Commission to Fort-
ress Monroe. We could not wish out-
worst enemy more bitter pangs than
those which are, perchance, while we
write, torturing the hearts of the mer-

Jchant princes of London and the lords of
he loom in Manchester. War, with all
ts -blessings,?as to English commeice

and manufactures?is threatening to re-
cede from the western horizon, and
Peace, with all its horrors, darkenitig tho
sky. The probability that a hundred
thousand men will not be killed in Ame-
rica this year, and a hundred thousand
hofbes clothed in mourning, is enough to |
break their * benevolent hearts. We
doubt whether Palmcrston or Russell j
will sleep a wink from the time they I
hear that a Peace Commission has started
from Richmond till they learn that it
has ended in a perfect failure. What
would become of them if every two
weeks they could not announce that
44 Her Majesty's Government sees no
reason to depart from the course ofrigid
neutrality which it marked out for itself
at the beginning of these unhappy dif-
ferences, and that the*time for interven-
tion has not yet arrived " ?

We envy them the exquisite relief of
their agonizing suspense which the next
steamerfrom America will bring. Per-
haps, some day, the rest of the world
will be permitted to indulge a like phi-
lanthropical satisfaction over affairs in |
England. We know it is improbable at
present; but stranger things have hap-
pened. The English cannot imagine
that England will ever be ruined and
conquered, and for no other reasons, as
one of their wittiest writers has said,but
because it seems so very odd it should
be ruined and conquered. Austrians,
Russians and Prussians have had the
same conceit, and had it taken out of
them. England has now enjoyed more
than the usual allowance of peace. A
period has elapsed, since she was dis-
turbed by internal war, as long as that
which Rome enjoyed after the battle of
Actium. For three hundred years after
that event Rome was as solid and undis-
turbed as the corner-stone of a granite
monument. The tempests of war only
raged on the remote limits of the mighty
empire; the Roman spear and shield
were unseen in the streets of the
44 Eternal Cityr" except in the gay pa-
geantries of triumph. On one occasion,
when a gust of alarm, out of all pro-
portion to the cause,-was raised by an
insurrection in the East, " Hush, ye pal-
pitations of Rome!" was the message of
Aurelian from thedistant deserts of the 1
Euphrates. *4 We have chased, we have* f

[besieged, we have crucified, we navel

slain." And Romesunk back uponker
luxuriouspillows, ami tbewings ofPeace
fanned her into voluptuous repose. Ij*.
would have seemed veryodd indeed#o a
Roman of that day, with his
foot on the neck of the world, to imagine
that Rome would be ever ruineU. and
conquered. |T

We know that the English are ljf»vc,
and we have heard often enoughfloat
they will make a heroic defence when
their time comes. This is no more than
the world has a right to expect. The
Confederacy, which has
a gladiatorial display for li§Pand*s en-
tertainment for the last four years, is
also brave, and her courage ha* given
tbe English spectators special satisfac-
tion. Fighting, bleeding, dying, sword
in band, and with a smile of stern defi-
ance upon .their lips, the conduct of our
Confederate gladiators has drawn down
Bravo after Bravo, and Encore after En-
core, from all parts of the amphitheatre.
We have a right then to insist that, when
England's turn comes, we shall not be
swindled. We confess that we are not
without some misgivings on the subject.
Sidney Smith once said: MAs for the
spirit of the peasantry, in making a gal-
lant defence behind hedge-rows and
through plate-racks and hen coops, high-
ly as 1 think of their bravery, 1 do not
know any nation in Europe so likely to

! be str-tck with panic as theEnglish ; and
this from their total unacquaintance with
the science ol war. Old wheat and beans
blazing for twenty miles round; cart
marcs shot; sows of Lord Sornciville's

\u25a0 breed running wild over the country;
the minister of the place wounded solely
in his hinder parts; all these scenes of*
war an Austrian or a Russian has seen
three or four times over; but it is now
three centuries since an English pig has
fallen in a fair battle upon English
ground. The old edition of Plutarch's
Lives, which lies iv the corner of
your parlor window, has contributed to
work you up to the most romantic ex-
pectations of our Roman behavior. You
are persuaded that Lord Amherst will
defend Kew Bridge like'Coelas,and some
maid of honor break away from her cap-
tivity and swim over the Thames. 1
hope we shall witness all this, if the
French do come ; but, in the meantime,
I"am so enchanted with tho ordinary
English behavior of these invaluable per-
sons that 1 earnestly pray no opportunity
may be given them for Roman valor, and
for those very un-Roman pensions which
they would all, of course, take especial
care to claim in consequence."

If tho Rev. Sidney Smith is a true
prophet, we shall never have half the
fun out of England that she has had out
of the Confederacy. Medicated with the
drugs of a long peace, she will not be
able to make even a respectable light
when the long,-dead lull of three centu-
ries generates the tornado.

TflE NewspaperBusiness in Yankee-
land.?The New York Evening Po»t,'m
a recent article on the question of re-
pealing the prohibitory duty on imported
paper, makes the following remarks on
the great increase in the newspaperbusi

The newspapersand other periodicals
of our country have increased immensely
within the last ten years, and mostlargely of all since the beginning of the
war. Ten years ago the whole amoant
of business done by the wholesale news
agentsdid not probablyexceed in amount
the sum of $75».»,000 yearly. At pre-
sent, the cash receipts of the American
News Company, in this city, for the sale
of newspapers, magazines, books and
stationeryt for the eleven months ending
with the 31st of December last, have
reached the sum of $2,220,372.6.;. We
learn, from the office of that company,;
that probably forty millions of news- j
papers were handledwithin that time by jpersons in the employ of the company,
of whom seventy were constantly occu-
pied in getting them iv, charging, dis-
tributing andshipping them. For wrap-
ping paper and twine* with which to
pack this enormous mass, the company
paid twelve thousand dollars.

An Empekoh's Present.? On theocca-
sion of the new year, tho Eulperor pre
sented to the son of Prince Napoleon an
automaton toy, representing a gardener
with a barrow. The figure walks back-
ward and forward, and turns its head in
the moat natural manner, at the same
time wheeling bafore it wtratever may be
put in the b*>

Th* bi m% -\u25a0 ' S'"r;'c ; &*' Leon's*
<.*»?**, mmmimTi.c Suit, t*3 4 -' uttd,
aged eighty-four. Her son, His Iftjestyts
foster brother, is attachedto the Imperial
household as Treasurer to the Crown.

BCMAX SACRIFICES ATDABOUgfT^The Monitmrpublishes a letter front WkfUpsupplies details respecting the tTMftivatfV'human sa<rifleearecently held atAbomey,theat*pf»
til of Dahomey, before theKing and in peeenendfall his court and great dignitariee of State. Thelettersays:

Tho King having announced to the yqMu lliil.in a t.hoit time, to honor the names Of AMatavro,hia ancestor, and King Oezo, hia father, fSrtfYri-.oners b! longing to the rebel tnbe of the lanaaifjwtfuld t,e. immolated on themarket plat* atAber*efZ» ita tb.' usual c-ercmony, throe daya afterwardsWwaded that this barbarous deed should be ae-ana-**;pi' hod one hour before sunrise. VanjLurnaTiinwho were in the town had an audience of thoMonarch, and implored him u> give ap the horriblesacrifice.
The- King declared thathe could noteuf iiooa thonational festival, but that,in consideration for tbotorejgners, heconsented to tedu* c thenumber efthejvictims to twelve. On the eveof the sacrificehoIwent to agreat shed, under which the forty priso-nerswere secured to poets. He gave an orderthattwenty-eight should be released, and that they*1--hould he taken back to their prison, and than anYdrewd himself to thetwelve others in oldsainanynouncc to them th:«t, next morning, in expiationofthe crimes committed by thechief of their tribe.and to satisfy the shade of h» father and hia an-cestor, they would be decapitatedbefore the aasem-Mcd people. The unfortunate men heard the royalspec-en. with the utmostindiff-rence.The King added that two of them would bo exe-cute d with his own hand,and thenretired. A ahorttime- afterward*arrived Prince Bocusau, the King's1-rother. He chose two of the prisoners,announ»-«-dto thatthey had beet <? lootedtobe dispatch- 1

by hia brother, but inorder to he admitted to suchun honor it was necessary to purity their enrae-stained bodies, and that they must pass the nightin the great fatten temple, prostrated before theidols* On the next day the prisoners were led t»themarketplace, their hands bound behind their
backs. '1he King presided at the ceremony, seatedona large ivory throne, sunounded by hia court,
the great dignitaries of the k ngdom, and the min-
istry.

Oa the centre of the place was a large silver ves-sel, intendedto receive the blood of the victim-.?
When thehour had come, the King advanced, tooka very thin steel sabre, and depressed the heeds of
the two prisoners he wasabout to immolate. Thesepoor wretches, on the order given to them, wereplacedat the cdj-je of the vessel which was about toi catch their Wood. At the conclusion of the first
execution the< rowd utteredenthusiastic shoutsof| applausefor full five minutes, after which theKing| resumed his seat on thev throne. The other ten. prisonerswere executed by the great fetishman, or; nigh prune,who picked up each victim's headand; showed it to the people, whilst theyuttered ferocious

j When aQ was over, the populace fell upon thebodies of the unforiunate victims, which they cutinto pieces and then drank their blood. Tho KingJretired in great pomp, and caused the twelvo headsto be fixed onthe walls of his palace. These mon-jsrreus Boenea occur three or four timesa year, andI this i- the nineteenth century ! Unfortunately hu-; man sacrifices are not confined to thekingdom ofliahomey. They takeplace also veryfrequently inj thekingdoms of Abbeokuta,Ashanteo and Benin,jalso situated in Africa, and in the same region aa

V'cm.i- roa Wkh to**** Hs.-In the "Memoirs of
Cottnt Segur," vol. 1, paice H*.<», there is the follow-;meanecdote :?? Mvmother (the Countess de Segur)being asked by Voltaire respecting her health, toldhim th«t> the most painful feeling she had arosefromthjdecay of her stomach, and the difficulty offind-ing anykind of aliment that it could bear. Vol-taire, by way of consolation, assured her tha* hewas once for nearly a year in the same state, and
beiiewd to be incurable; but that, nevertheless, averysimple remedy had restored him. It consistedin taking no other n -urishtucnt than yolks of eggabeaten up tvith the flour of potatoes and water."?
Though this circumstance took plawas far back aafifty years ago, and respected so extraordinary apersonage asVoltaire, it is astonishing how littleit is known, and how rarely the remedy haa beenpractised. Its ef&caey,*however, in casesof debility,cannot be questioned, and the following is themode
of preparing thi. valuablearticle of food, aarecom-mendad by Sir John Sinclair : Receipt?Beat up
an ogR in a bowl, and then cdl six tahleapoonfulo; <-» (..j,| water, miKing thn wholewell together; then| adl tw<> Mbleapoonfnhi of thefarina ol potatoes, tobe mixed thoroughly with the liquorin thebowl.?Then pour m es much boiling water aswill converttlie whole into jelly, and mix it well. It may be*taken either aloue or with the addition of a littleBatik, and moist or best sugar, not only for break-fast, but in cases of great stomachic debility, or in
consumptive disorders, at the other meals. Thadish is tight, easily digestive, extremely wholesomeand nourishing, bind or biscuit may betakenwithi it as the atouiach gets stronger.
| an \u25a0
| who his I'riknd is.?ln the correspondence on
penal lately published, Major Thomas T. Eckett
appeased as Lincoln's confidentialfriend in receiv-
ing thy Confederate representatives. A Yankee
paper tells who he is:

" lie is the suwrintendent of the military tele-'graph lines, which position be has occupied for threeyears. Ho eonv-vs all important dispatches fromthe President and Secretary of War to the generalsin the field. His system is *o complete that, thoughaaanyof his cipher dispatches have fallen into thoenemy's hands, they have neverbeen able to read

f«>Mn imi::'t to an Arra»:*s.?Mrs. General Lan-der Davenport] wa* highly complimented onFriday, in the House of Representatives,for, whilecverv other private bill was "blocked" by thowobjeotaon w of five Repreeutatives, no obstaclewas puced in the way of the passage of a bill pro-viding fa thepayment of \u25a0 very just claim for theexpenses of her deceased husband while making oneof bis wag.>n-road explorations for Government inthefi-r Western wilderness. Mrs. Lander is now
-.?erfuruuiig at one of the New York theatres.

\u25a0 an
Raunr-on is Prison.?There are in theprisoners'caaap inMnvtra,How Yoik, at the present tinu,one thousand six hundred and eleven rebel, priso-

ners who make profession of religion. They have
eaaae from twelve 'iirterent States?Virginia and
North Carolina furnishing the largest number.?-Ilive hundred and forty-two are Me hodists, Aye
hundred and forty-seven Baptists, onehundred andtenPreab'yterians, two hundredandforty-two Catho-lics, and theremainder are distributed among thaless prominent religion* denominations.

lancxai.?Miss Sager. a member of St. Matbew*«Lutheran Church, Philadelphia, haa lately departed
this life, and left the congregation of which she tpm
a membera fine parsonage, together with another
property valued at >20,000.

Ralph Waldo Emerson stated, in a recent lecture,
that American talent is superior to Knglish. He
added: American genius finds its compHihenoivn ineasin the negro soldier, who die*in the tranche*
with his mu&ket in onehand and hia spelling-booh
in the other.

The extensive suspendermillsof the Kashawan-
nuck Manufacturing Company, ia> Kaathampten,
M«»«*. husett-, were shut down en Wednesday, thncompany having everfour hundred thousanddoUareworth of gouds on hand for which there is no da*
mand.

JosephJefferson tooka benefit on the 34th ofWo*vciab-r, at the Theatre Royal, Melbourne, Austra-lia, lie has been a great favorite in Australiafee
about three years.

A local court in theDistrict ofColumbia has de-cided that a husband must pay his wife't debt*-con-tractedbefore marriage.
The Africa brings nana of thadeath of flstan

French socfadiaVand authoref several boob*.
Mi. Wallace, the eminent musical oosapeaar,is

set. . -ly Ul at l*arie, and la netexptefa4 to re-
oovar.

Twenty-seven theuaand Fajna Isiandar* now
Si-efew forittianiry. Thirty yaraag» thaywant

A man has recovetod \u2666l.ooa atainat tan anW of
NewYvik lot damages sustainedby fallinf safe n
\u25a0\u25a0ul haLm
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