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The Abolition or Anti-Slavery party
of the United States first made it® ap-
pearance in national politics in the Presi-
dential contest of 1840. Tt nominated
James G. Birney, of Michigan, as its
candidate for the Presidency, and Fran-
cis J. Leméyne, of Pennsylvania, for the
Vice-Presidency. It polled secen thou~
gand votes. In 1844, Mr. Birney was
again its candidate, and it polled 62,140
votes. In 1548, with Martin Van Buren
as the DPresidential candidate of the
Buflzlo Convention, and Garrit Swith as
that of tho more ultra anti-slavery men,
it polled 296,232 votes. In 1852, John
P. Hale, its nominee, polled 157,296
In 1856, the candidate of the
Republican party, John C. Fremont, sup-
ported by the entire Abolition party,
polled 1,541,812 votes. The next elec-
tion resulted in the elevation of Mr. Lin-
coln, the present incumbent, to the
Presidency of the United States.

The first Aboiition petitions to Cons
gress were a memorial of Quakers, pray-
ing the abolition of the slave trade, pre-
sented by Mr. Fitzsiznmons, of Penn-
sylvania, on the 11th of February, 1790,
and a memorial to the same effect of
Quakers, of New York city, presented
by Mr. Lawrence, of New York. Mr.
Martly, of Pennsylvania, seconded by
Mr. White, of Virginia, moved the re-
ference of the first petition, which was
opposed by Messrs. Stone, of Maryland ;
Smith, Tucker and Burke, of South
Carolina; Baldwin and Jackson, of
Georgia, who were in favor of its going
to the table. Messrs. Fitzsirnmons and
Ilartly, of Pennsylvania; Parker, Madi-
son and Page, of Virginia; Lawrence,
of New York ; Sedgwick, of Massachu-
setts ; Boudinot, of New Jersey; Sher—
man and IMuntington, of Connecticut,
favored a reference. Those who opposed
it expressed the fear that action indi-
cating an interference with this kind of
property would sink it in value and be
injurious to a great number of citizens,
particularly of the Southern States.—
They deprecated the disposition of the
class reprosented by the petitioners to
meddle with concerns with which they

hing to do.

n the next day, a memorial of the
Pennsylvania Society for promoting the
abolition of slavery, &c., signed Benja-
min Franklin, President, was presented
and read. The debate on the memorial
of the day before was resumed. Mr.
Tucker, of South Carolina, said it con~
tained an unconstitutional request, and
feared its commitment would be a very
alarming circumstance to the Southern
States, for if it was to engage Congress
in an unconstitutional measure it would
ba considered an interference with their
rights, making them uneasy under the
Government, and causing thom to lament
that they had ever put additional power
into their hands. He was surprised to see
snother memorial on the same subject,

signed by s man (Benjamin Franklin)

votes.,

led to another debate displaying the
same seeds of the “irrepressible con-
flict.” In January and November, 1797,
the same subject came up again with
similar debates. On the 21st of January,
1803, Mr. Logan, of Pennsylvania, pre-
sented a similar memorial of the Quakers,
with the additional prayer that Congress
may adopt effectual measures to prevent
the introduction of slavery into the terri-
tories of the United States. On the 13th
of February, 1827, Mr. Barney, of Mary-

cttizens of Baltimore praying that all
children thercafter born of parents held
in slavery in the District of Columbia
shall be free at a certain age. Mr. Dor-
sey, of Maryland, conceived the memorial
breathed the general spirit of emancipa_
iion, and though it3 request began with
the (Disliiet, its ulterior purpose went
tuuch farther. On the 12th of December,

petitions, from numerous inhabitants of
Pennsylvania, for the abolition of slavery
in the District and of the slave trade
therein,  The petition was referred {o a
committee, which asked to be discharged
from its consideration. Several petitions
for the same ohject from citizens of Ohio
were presented to the Senate by Mr. Mor-
ris, of that State, January 7, 1856. An
animated debate ensued. Mr. Calhoun
and Mr. Buchanan opposed the reception
of the petitions on the ground ot they
slandered one-half the Union, and be-
cause they aimed at a violation of the
Constitution. Mr. Buchanan said ;

“1If any one principle of constitutional law ean,
at this day, be eonsidered as settled, it is that Cone
gress hiad no 1ight, no power, over the question of
slavery in those States where it exists  The pro-
perty of the master in his slave existed in full for e
before the Federal Constitution was adopted. It
was @ subject that then beloneed, as it still belongs,
to the exciusive junsdiction of the Southern States.
These States, by the adoption of the Constitution,
never yiclded to the General Government any right
to interfere with the question. It remains where it

was previous to the establishment of a Confede-
racy.”

The debate was resumed on subse
quent days, the advocates of reception
putting their case. principally in ‘“the
sacred right of petition.” The petition
was received—ayes, 36; noes, 10—and
its request rejected—ayes, 34; nays, 6.

Oa the 25th of May, 1836, the Ilouse
adopted—yeas, 182; nays, 9—a resolu-
tion declaring *‘ that Congress possesses
no constitutional authority to interfere in
any way with the institution of slavery
in any of the States of this confederacy” ;
another—yeas, 132; nays, 45—that Con-
gress ought not to interfere with slavery
in the District ; and another—yeas, 117 ;
nays, 68—directing all abolition peti-
tions to be laid on the table.

In1837, Mr. Slade, of Vermont, moved
the reference to a select committee of
two, memorials praying the abolition of
slavery in the District. Mr. Slade made
a pertinacious effort to make the pre-
sentation of abolition petitions the ground
of agitation and action against slavery in
the Southern States. These petitions now
began to pour in, in hundreds, and were
signed by hundreds of taousands of per-
sons. A most stormy scene ensued, which
ended, finally, however, in the adoption
of a resolution—135 -yeas to 60 nays—
to lay abolition petitions on the table.

On the 28th January, 1840, the
Twenty-first Rule was adopted—ayes-:
114; noes, 108 —that no abolition peti-
tion shall be received by the House or
entertained in any way whatever. On
the 8d of December, 1844, the rule was

roscinded on motion of Mr, Adams—

1and, presented a memorial of certain |

1851, Mr. J. Q. Adams presented fifteen |

iSouthern paper, urge the possibility of

its being too highly colored. The letter

is dated the 5th instant, and we copy

those portions most interesting to our

people :

EVERYBODY TO TAKE THE OATII- UNITED
STATES FLAGS TO BE DISPLAYED.

The re-establishment of the National
authority in Charleston is going on with.
out haste and without rest. The policy
adopted here differs from the method
that has beecn pursued by our officers
elsewhere; in that it seeks to combine
the advantages of both, without the ob-
jectionable features of ecither. We have
i ‘'seen in New Orleans the mailed hand of
Butler and the velvet hand of Banks.—
In Churleaten it <3 the mailed hand in
the velret glove.

As district commander, General ilatch
has just issued an order inviting all
' Dyal citizens residing in Charleston or
its vicinity to call un the post provost-
marshal and register their names, take
the cath of allegiance to the Govern-
ment, and receive certificates or baving
done'so; directing that post commanders
i shall grant no pagscs or other favors to
{ persons owing allegiance to the United
| States who have not, by taking the oath,
{ shown their loyalty to the Governmeni;
and ordering that no guards shall be
placed over the houses of citizens for the
protection of private property. It ends
thus:

“ Any persons fearing molestation wili
best secure their property by placing in
some conspicuous position on the pre~
!miscs the tlag of the United States.—
{ Persons dctected in  depredating on
{ houses so protected will be punished
| with additional severity.”

'IX‘[‘ER\[E\V WITII THE SCIHOOL TEACH-
[ ERS—NLGROES TO GO TO THE WIITE
!
|

SCILOOLS.

| The first general order issued by the
{ commander of the post related to the re-
' opening of the public schools. Hitherto,
i o schools for colored people, bond or
| free, have been permitted in Charleston,
excepting as special favors to the wealth-
lier class, and then only under the most
onerous surveillance and conditions,—
Other such schools have been held—as
the first Christian congregations met—by
stealth and in secret places. As the mili-
tary force here is small in comparison
with the amount of woik to be done,
two Northern citizens interested in uni:
versal education, who aro here on a
visit—James Redpath, of Boston, and
Kane O’ Donnell, of Puiladelphia,—were
invited to reopea the public schools
' and re organize the system of education
on the most liberal basiz. The school
| buildings were immediately taken pos-
{ session of and a Burcau of Instruction
' opened. Tuesday and Wednesday were
named as the times when applications
for the privilege of teaching ecither at
public or private schools would be con-~
sidered. Certain of the old teachers
| applied to be reinstated in their former
| positions. There were some interesting
scenes at these interviews,

The applicants were received with dis~
tinguished consideration, and cvidently
believed that they would be at once in-
stalled after a favorable opinion had
been expressed as to their fitness.—
They were asked if they were willing to
take the oath of allegiance. The first
two applicants were_ astonished that
“ females” should be required to take
the oath, but (possibly because they
looked on Divine truth as too precious a
thing to be wasted on Yankees, for they
were violent rebels,) they said they had
never been politicians, and of course
would dowhatever the authorities thought
right. They were then asked :

‘“ Are you aware, ladies, that there is
no distinction to be made hereafter in
the putlic schools between any class of
children—that if white children apply,
they shall be admitted, and if colored
children apply, they shall be admitted "

“In the same school, sir ?”

*In the same school, Madam.”

but literally and vigorously, turned up

tircly as they pleased about accepting
positions in the public schools ; we would
be glad to have natives of the city teach
here, and would show no prejudice
against them, nor seek to rceall the fact
that they had incited rebellion, if they
would be loyal now ; but if they wished
to do so they must accept the new order
of things.  On the other hand, they
might turn up their noses so often and
so far that they would never come down
again—they would soon find that they
had only sacrificed their own interests
for the prejudices of a class whose rule
had departed forever, and of a philoso-
phy which was as dead as astrelogy.—
There were teachers enough in the North
who wortld come when called for.

They had never seen the sabject pro-
sented in that light; they had never
thought of it before; theladies said they
sAw no ohjection to taking a place if this
was to be the rule. She hoped to have her
former associates take the same view of
the casey and would call with them tos
morrow. Bat the cutside current was
too strong! When she returned next
day she said she had changed her mind,
and would prefer to keep a private
school.

Meanwhile, a committee of citizens had
waited on Colonel Woodford to dempand
that the Superintendent should be imsme-
diately rclieved because he had **pre-
suined to ask the ladies of Charleston to
teach colored children.” They admitted,
however, that these ladies had no com-
plaini to make of their reception, but
the contrary, and were reminded that it
was they who had asked to be allowed
to teach, no one having been asked to do
so, and the interview on the part of the
committce was fruitless of result. Night
colored teachers and one or two white
teachers were appointed on Wednesday.

Applicants for the privilege of opening
private schools were required to takethe
cath of allegiance and to pledge them-
selves that they would use no book re-
coznizing the existence of the rebel Go-
vernment, or sing, teach or permit any
expression of disloyalty to the United
States. Several applicants agreed to
these conditions. :

Ail rebe! school books have been or-
dered to be delivered up. Receipts are
given to their owners for *“— copies of
incendiary publications confiscated.”

A SUNDAY IN CITARLESTON.

Sunday was a day of jubilee at all the
colored churches. General Littlefield
and Mr. Redpath (of Boston) addressed
all the congregations on their positions
and duties to their race and country.—
"The colored people say that there have
Leen no such scenes witnessed in these
churches during living memory. The
speakers made very radical antislavery
addresses, and were listened to with the
utmost eagerness. Dursts of joy, shouts
of thanks to God, laughter, tears—every
human emotion seemed to be moved to
their depths. One of the speakers, after
shakirg hands with nearly all the con-
gregation before he got half-way down
the alley, was astonished by being sud-
denly hugged by one old colored lady.
ORDERS FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF THE

CITY.

Colonel Stewart L. Woodford, chief of
staff of Major-General Gillmore, as-
sumed command of the post of Charles-
ton to-day (27th). Order No. 1 pro-
hibits pillaging and the like; hands over
all abandoned property, both real and
personal, to the special agent of the
Treasury Department; declares that
trade will be permitted to an extent suf-
ficient to support the actual wants of the
post; invites the people to open their
schools and churches ; requires them to
behave in an orderly manner; states
that no disloyal act or utterance will be
tolerated ; that the National flag must
be honored and the National laws
obeyed. py-

Of the previeuas orders of Lieutenant-
Colone! Bennett, ono ordered all pers
sons to discontinue wearing the uniform
of the rebel army, and required all fire-

One of thesé ladies, not figuratively

given up.

arms and ammupition to be immdhwy:

TRANSPORTATION,

O VIRGINTA SOLDIERS.—The sol-
diers in the ficld from Virginia can hsva{_ro-
visions sent them free of expense by the SQUTII-
ERN EXPRESS COMPANY.
Packages should be marked plainly with the name
of the soldier, company, regiment and brigade,
care of P. H. Mayo, Captain and Assistant Quar-
termaster, Richmond, Virginia, who will see that
they are sent to the proper commands.
The agreement made with the Southern Express
Company, February 20th, 1864, still continues in
force, and the fiiends of soldiers in other States’
will mark their pauckages as formerly, to the care of
their respecaive Associations.
F. W. SIMS, Lientenant-Colone
and Chief of Railrond Transportation.

Approved: A.R. Lawrox, Quartermaster-Gengral.

SovTnErN Exrrrss CoMPaxy,
BremsoNn, VireiNia, February 22, 1863,

Ants and messengers will receive and forward
romptly any packages marked as above stated, and
ot the charges be collected in Richmond.

Shippers will be requested to put their packages
in good shipping condition, and our agents will ale
ways regaid these goods as preferred freight.

J. ¥. GIBSON, Assistant Superintendent
Southern Express Company.

Charlottesville and Lynchburg papers will copy
and send bill to Express oflice at those places.
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T RULES HELD IN THE CLERK’S
_otlice of the Circuit Court of Southampton
county on Monday, the 6th day of Fcbruary, 1865,
James 1iuke and William R. Lawrence,
nmerchants and partners, trading un-
der the name, firm and style of Duke
& LAWTCRCO. . oo veresssisnismapniofosavons .Plaintiffs,
Against 3
Toomas G. Gordon... “e...eceenrvvreeeennen Defendant,
¢ Ix Cask.
The object of this suit is to recover against the dg-
fendant ten thousand thirty-six dollars in currency,
with interest thercon frem the 23d day of January,
1863, till paid; and the attachment issued in this
suit being returned executed, and the defendant not
having been served with a copy of the said attach-
ment, ner with process in the suit, and affidavit
having been made that the defendnat i3 not a yesi=
dent of this State, on the motiox of the plaintiffs,
by their attorney, it is ordered that the said defend-
ant do appear, within one month after due publica=-
tion of this order, nnd do whut is neccssary to pro=
toct his interest.
A copy—Teste :
mh I—wiw* L. It.

EDWARDS, Clerk.

Post QuantepNasTER'S OYeIcR,
Tuinp CoreresctoNan Disrrrer, Vluall{g
Ricusmoxnp, Febhuary 20, 1805,

AX IN KIND.—Producers residing in

the counties of llenrico and MHManover, who

desire to deliver their tithes i the city of Rich-

mond, are notified that deliverles may be made to

tlwe DHllowing oflicers, viz.: g

Wheat to Captain L. A. Welford, at Messrs, Cren=
shaw & Co.’s Mills.

Corn, oats and long forage to Major J. C. May-
nard, Navy 1Lll.

Ml‘ruv:sions to Captain . F. Myers, ncar Gullego
ills, .
Wool to Major W, G. Ferguson, corner Oary and

Fifteenth streets,

Receipts should, in all cases, be taken and
sented to me, that the amount ba ored on
produccrs’ estimates, W, G. mENOVB.
Captain and Post Quartgrmaster,

"hird Congressionnl District Va.

JTATE ELECTIONS.—Commissioners

) and Baparintenderts of Elections in counties
and military encampinents are hereby informed that
copies of the synopsis of the State lawas 10lating to
elections, together with the forms of poll-book
oaths of officers and returnps of cleetions, rcqniren
by law to be prepared by me for distribution, are
now ready for delivery.

Officers” must state the number of persongwho
will proimbly vote at the places of voting, and de-
signate some pemon {0 receive the -E:oguu and
forms. Application to be made to the Secrctary ol
the Commonwealth.

GEORGLE W. NUNFORD,
mh 8—t20M  Score®Ary of the Comn®nwenith.

0 THE HOLDERS OF CAROLINE

COUNTY BONDS.—You are hereby uotitied
to present for payvment, at the office of Messrs. R.
1I. Maury & Co., in Richniond, your interest con-
pons which are now due, and hercafter as they be-
come due, as funds hive bBeen, and will be alway =,
provided ready to pay them; and the county wiil
not hald itself responsible to puy them except in the

fo 22—wiw®

common currency of the community as they becuine
due. E. T. MORRIS,
fe 23—lawiw® County Agent.

OTICE.—All delinquent stockholders
in R. W. and CENTRAL TURNPIKE COM-
PANY are hereby notified that uuless the full
amount of their dues are rald before the 1st day of
April, 1865, their stocks will be sold at auctiom, on
that day, at the Company’s toll-house, at 3 ¢’clock
P. M. By order of the Board of Directors.
mhb 8—wiwlatApSt®

OTICE.—AIll persons ha claims
agaiust the estate of D. IL de-

ased, hereby notifiud to present proparty
evtate will please call and : “-' lay.

Administrator of D 11, Bevans,
at office of the Richmond, 3
tomac Railroad Company. i

ILLINERY.—HATS made t0 order
the shortest
D B Gl
Band o il lok ot TS, whion

on very reasonable teims.
CHALXKLKY, J
Adams, Shockoa Hil




