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LOCAL MATTERS.
Ai-vr.RTir-EKS should take advantage of the]

; (x'm > dition of the Dispatch we shall

j.-ut nirMuws morning, and send in their
nth- moments at an early hour this after-

no u.

Anothkk Assault with a Cowhide..Mr.
A. It. Goodman, a well-known and wealthy
ci'<z* n of Richmond, was attacked by Mr.
A. Kichberg yotcrday tnorning'and struck
several blows with » cowhide. Mr. Eich-
l.erir lives m Pelen-burer, and came to tbe
cit \ Wednesday night. Yesterday morning,
in*c<"»mp3ny with Mr. G us. Shields, be sought
31 r. (Joodrlan, and found him uear the cor-

n- r of Fourteenth aud Main streets talking I
with Mr. S. A. Winstock. Shields and EicM-
berg went up to Goodmui and shook hand8
with him, and shortly afterwards Eicbbergl
called Goodman aside. lie asked Goodtmn
if he hid mentioned a certaiu rumor

about his daughter. Goodman denied that {
he was the author or had ever maliciously
circulated any slanderous report about the
lady. Kicbberg, who is a large, heavy man,
struck Goodman with his fist, and drew a

cowhide aDd continued tbe attack upon Good¬
man, who, being a small and not very strong
msu. was able to make no successful resist¬
ance. .Mr. Winstock would have interfered,
but Shields, as alleged, put his band upon bis
pistol and warned him not to do so. Good-
awn attempting to get out of the way fell in
the middle of the street. Shortly afterward
the dflray was stopped. Eicbberg and
Shields were arrested, or gave themselves
up, aud were admitted to bail to appear be¬
fore the Police Court this morning.

Kobhkry of Hard Mosey.The residence
of Mr. William II. Jo., ston, on Broad be¬
tween Twenty-seventh and Twenty-eighth
stmts, was entered by thieves on Wednes¬
day iii^Lif. Id goinir through the house
Uj«*y entered the sleeping apartment, opened
a tiur.k, took out a bag of silver and some

jewelry. A cou.-iderable amount of gold es¬

caped them. The family were awakened by
tin- earthquake, and goiug over the house
stumbled over the trunk.

Mn. Thomas Shows His Appreciation ok
the Services of the Firb Department..
Vesterday Mr. JJUies Thomas, Jr., expressed
hi* appreciation of the services of the Fire
Department, in a very substantial manner,
lie enclosed in a letter addressed to Captaiu
Aim-lie, chiefof the department, a check for
£10(r, to be expended in Christmas refresh¬
ment for his gallant firemen. This offering
was induced for the valuable services ren¬
dered by the department on the occasiou ol
the recent fire on Seventh street near Cary,
where some of Mr. Thomas's valuable pro¬
perty was in jeopardy and saved by the
determined eff>rt of the firemen. Here is
the letter; it speaks for itself:

" Ifjcum^nd, December 22, 1875.
"(7. A. Ainslic, E*q. : Dear Sir,.Please ac¬

cept the enclosed oue hundred dollars, to be
used by the Fire Department in Christmas
refreshment*, as an expression of my thanks
for protecting mv property occupied by
Sjinuel M. Bailey, Ef-q., from fire.

4< Very respect tully,
». James Thomas, Jr."

Captain Ainslie addressed a courteous re¬

sponse to Mr. Thomas, thanking him for this
offering aod requesting him to be present at
the banquet which Mr. Thomas himself so

geuerou-dy provides.
Whiskey. Crooked, not Straight..The

ca<e of the United States vs. the distillery of
M. vV E. Myers, of Petersburg, was further
heard by Judge Hughes yesterday and con¬
tinued until the 17th of January.
Mr. E. Myers was before Commissioner

Waterman, in this city, yesterday, aDd
waived examination on the criminal charge
of defrauding the Government, and was sent
on to the grand jury at its April term. Bail
was given In the sum of two thousand dol¬
lars.

United States Officials in the City..
The United States survey-schooner Scoresby
is in our port. She is commanded by Captain
K. H. Bell. a party of engiueers on board
are engaged in making a chart of the river.

F.ckiuek Improvements to tue Monu¬
mental Church..The subject 6f further
improvement to the Monumental church is
being discussed. The vestry at a recent
met ting con>ideied the propriety of running
up.tbe tower in rear of the church 'about
fifty feet, and putting in the tower Episcopal
¦chime-bells. The rear portion of the church
is u!so to be thoroughly painted.
Testing the Fikk-Teleuraph..Superin-

tedent K. M. J. Paynter, of the Fire-Alarm
Telegraph, was engaged yesterday ia-*' turn¬
ing in the city tire-stations," m order to test
the Sice. The first box turned in was 32.
"The bells sounded the ularm, tbiuklcg there
was a tire sure enough.
.City School Board..A imeling of the

"City School Baard was held yesterday after¬
noon, but a q jorum not being iu attend¬
ance the Board adjourned.

Xctaky Fiblic..The Governor cooimie-
jsUtned yestet d:iy §. S. Stone, of Lovettsville,

» notary fjutlic lor Loudoun couniy.

TbE C'OlEMAN C48&.Judge Guigoo wHl
in bis opinion o( the Coleman <ase u>

.. ie Governor to-day.

. So j- KM'jut will be received afterS o>cioeJi
Fn 'lay eveuiujf, 24ib, for the steamer Isaac
Jirll, jtdllrg Suuday, i>ectyober 26th.

Ik AsoruiHt .cow.'mn it waJl be seen that
the friecdf of Cfcriirtopber ilart are still
raakirg tlForu to solve tbe iayetery of bis
disappearance. A reward of two hundred
and tilty dollars is bow ofl'ered for bla body,
*ltdd or aJive, or lor any iuloixaal&ffl leading
V> its recovery.

Ot nctRs Elbctjsd..At tbe test meeting
of iht i'liie-SJreet Baptfct eburcb ouriday
fccbool tbe foliowiog officers were elected
lor tbe fc.omiog term: Jobu S. Betbel, su-
periotend&it ; James Howie, assistant super¬
intendent; CburJes E. Hill, secretary ; J. H.
itogcrs, treasurer; J. J«»Wicks, leader ol
tUigiog j George J, iiooper, Or., orgaoUt,

?

VIRGINIA VIBRATED.

T1IE EARTHQUAKE OF WEDNES¬
DAY NIGHT.

THREE OR FOUR SHOCJ'^S.

TREMBLING HOUSES ANO TOTTED
ING WALLS.

A MOUNTA13S BOVLDEB CSSETTLB#

Minors Drf.vM from Their Work.

THE CAUSE ANP EFFECT.

Details. Incident*, and Views of Scientists.

CHA.NCH8 OF ANOTHER feHAJUNO.

Our issue of yesterday morning contained
the fullest and most accurate information of
the earthquake that could be possibly ob¬
tained from our excited people between mid¬
night and the hour of going to pres9. Yes¬
terday we were able to get many additional
facts aBd incidents about the shocks felt in
this city ; and we received telegrams and
letters from all sections of tho State giving
full particulars of the seusation experienced
in each locality. The course of the earth¬
quake is far from being clearly settled ; but

a great number incline to the opinion that it
ciiue from a southwardly direction. Of its
extent, we know that it was felt at Alexan¬
dria, Norfolk, Greensboro', N. C., Silem,
Lynchburg, and Staunton, and at all

places in this State inside of those boundary
points. The Upper Valley and a portion of
the South west iwere exempted from the visi¬
tation. JS'owl^ere was there any loss of lite;
but hundreds of people, ladies especially,
were frightened nearly to death ; and in some
cases retried it is not improbable that se¬

rious) results may follow.
In addition to our local reports and special

telegrams and correspondence we present
the views of Professor C. Ff. Winston, of
Richmond College ; Dr. William H. Taylor,
of Richmond ; and Professor J. W. Mal-
lett, of the University of Virginia, which
throw a flo^d of light upon this subject,
which is but little understood by the people.

Mayor Kelley*s Experience.
Mayor Keiley graphically describes the

sensation be experienced. He said :

I bad gone to bed. but found it impossi¬
ble to sleep. The extraordinary sultriness
of the atmosphere, and a certain quality in
the air for which there is no name in our

language, but which may be sufficiently de¬
scribed by the word " unbreatbableness,"
conspired to keep me awake, and, as is usual
when the wakefulness is complete and at the
same time protracted, an unusual sensitive¬
ness to sound and motion followed. My bed
lies with the head to the southeast, and in the
third story of a very subitantlally-built house.
While lying thus perfectly awake, I heard
the stillness broken by what I supposed was

the first puff of a coming storm, and had
full time to frame this explanation of the
noise when it increased to a roar, and the
name instant the house begin to tremble,
the vibration and the roar increasing to¬

gether.
Tbe movement did not resemble the sway¬

ing of a body freely moving as a pendulum ;
but the rapid, irregular, and agitated shake
which a passionate man might give to a weak
adversary. It appeared to me to have two
or three lulls during its progress, subsiding
for a half second perhaps, and then swelling
in force and volume. From the first sound
to tbe last an interval of fully ten seconds, and

I think more,must have elapsed, making every
allowance for the tendency to exaggerate
time .under circumstances of suspense and
alarm.
Tbe moment the vibrations ceased I rose,

turned on the fgas, and fbund tbe time six-
teen minutes before 12. I raised my window
and looked out. Tbe sky was perfectly
cloudless, and nothing unusual in its appear¬
ance, no change in temperature, aad in fact
uone of the startling phenomena which are

often reported as accompanying these con¬
vulsions were perceptible.

I returned to bed, and between five and
seven minutes afterwards another, but
far less violent, sbock followed, and at an
interval of some twelve or fifteen minutes
more a third of less violence than the first,
but much more than the second. In all the
beginning was a sound like a rising wind
rapidly increasing in force, and in all the
conclusion was like the dyingof a fierce storm,
in all the sound and the movement seemed
to me to come distinctly from the east and
move towards the west, and in all the mo¬
tion was an irregular shaking, not a sway¬
ing to and fro.a circumstance which even
at the time struck me as singular in view of
the definite east aud west direction which
the earthquake appeared to follow.

I do not think I can better describe tbe
roaring that accompanied the vibration of
the earth than by saying that it resembled
tbe sound of a chimney on fire; but tbe
whole was so unlike anything I bad ever
witnessed or felt, that I never thought of as¬

cribing it to any other source than an earth¬
quake. Such a turmoil in the atmosphere,
such a tremor on the earth, a trembling of
the house so violent and protracted, could
have no other origin ; and I shared the alarm
which may well be entertained when the
"foundations of the earth" are felt to
tremble.

fearful Rumbllugr in Ifeurfco.
Mr. James T. Redd, surveyor of Henrico

county, who lives about live miles from the
city, and near the Brook turnpike, gives this
account of the occurrences of Wednesday
night :
At about twenty minutes before 12 o'clock

my whole household were suddenly aroused
by a most fearful rumbling and tremor of
ibe earth. My bouse Is of the most solid con¬

struction, the walls being nearly two feet in
thickness, and yet it seemed to rock and
quiver like a light vehicle when driven over

rough, frozen ground, causing a most terri¬
ble rattling of tbe windows and furniture.
Tne noise of the rumbling was different

from that produced by any other cause, and
cannot be described. This first shock lasted
about two minutes, and in five or six min¬
utes thereafter was followed by a 6econd
and less distinct shock, which was again re¬

peated after an interval of fifteen minute*.
These two latter shocks, though very much
fainter than tbe first, were still much more

vivid than any that I ever before ex¬

perienced. After the second shock I
went out to view the appearance of,
the heavens. The sky was clear, not

a vestige of a cloud to be seen, but there was
a dingy murkiness about the atmosphere
that caused tbe stars to shine with a some¬

what reddish light, and those near the hori¬
zon to have a faint nebulous appearance.
My chiidreu are all hard sleepers, yet they
were all instantly aroused by the first snock,
and described their sensations by likening
them to tbe effect produced by a powerful
electric currem.
About so hour previous to the shocks I

had walked out, and while out notleed seve¬
ral filial flashes of ligbl, which appeared aod
disappeared so rapidly that I was unable to
Jocate them. I had often seen fhsbes of this
i«ort on former occasions, ana tnoug&c no¬

thing <Hiout it at tbe time. These Jflasbes,
though .entirely unlike any form of ligbt-
oiog, wece evidently of electric origin but
whether they had any concec'ioa with the
earthquake -that followed i do not presuiae
to
About three weeks ago, about 11 o'clock

at nfgbi, I beard auii felt very decided maul-
fe&tatiocs of an ^irtbquake, but less vivid
tban any of those ikui occurred Wednesday
flight. Additional faeldeats.
Mr. Lewis L, Barnes, formerly a citizen of

Richmond, and once <tbe Ch'ef Engineer of

the city fire Jtejpamaent, came to liicbmoud j

rom. Hanover, bis present residencfe, to
bis birthday. It so happened that

.oat event Was celebrated on the day of the
earthquake. The rumbling, of course,
roused him, and he sauntered out. to Gam¬
ble's Bill, where he met a number of young
men. M Well," said be, " thla is my birth¬
day. I am seventy years old to-day, but T
never saw a parcel of meaout befjift hunting
for an earthquake."
In the same part of the city a young lady,

a member of an extensive family, after
haviDg recovered from her alarm and the
tears were wiped away, said, in the course of
the conversation with the family, " Well, I
put all my money and jewelry in my pocket,
where it would be safe."
At night the newspaper men generally

congregate in the office of the Associated
Press, and there discuss the occurrences of
the day and the news of the'country. While
three or four were talking the shock came.
One of them uttered an exclamation that the
engineer at the Dispatch hsd allowed the
engine-governor to fly off, and declared if
he didn't make baste and stop the engine
the boiler would burst.

. One of the members of the General As*
fembly, wbe was at one of tbe up-town ho¬
tels, ran down stairs and into the street,
where he emphatically declared that be
eould stand tbe small-pox; "but I can't
stand this," said he, " all my clothes are up¬
stairs." His condition need not be further
described.
A well-known citizen who resides on

Broad street reports that tbe curtains at his
chamber-windows were completely shaken
out of their places.
Several panes of window-glass In Mr. J.

L; Ege^ house, on Broad street near Mayo,
were broken.
Mr. Shelton says that he beard the rum¬

bling in a northeasterly direction for a quar¬
ter of a mile after it passed tbe city. It
seemed to him to come from a southwesterly
direction aDd pass away in a northeasterly
direction.

HOUSES INJURED.INCIDENTS.

A 9on of a gentleman who lives on Main
street Dear Fourth was sitting in a rocking-
chair reading, and his father was startled by
the quake, and, turning, saw the chair vio¬
lently rocked buck and forth.
On Church Hill. or, rather, in the extreme

eastern end of the city.a young gentleman
was' going up to his room, when the very
steps trembled beneath him so violently ho
thought the house was giving way.
A number of bricks were knocked off of

one of Mr. John Gordon's cbimneyF. and off
of a chimney on one of S. B. Bagland's
houses.
Something very funny is said about a gen¬

tleman about twenty-five years of age. He
was sleeping in an adjoining room to that of
hie mother when the shock was felt, and be
was so much alarmed that be jumped up,
and returning to first principles ran into the
next room and got in bed with bis mother.
The plastering In the back porch of Cap¬

tain Capers's residence, No. 621 Tenth street,
north of Leigh street was shaken out, while
the corner of one of Mr. Garret F. Watson's
chimneys was knocked off.
A gentleman living near the corner of

Twenty-eighth and Broad streets states that
the earthquake actually locked his room-

door. It had never been locked at night be¬
fore, and baviug occasion to go out, he
found much to his astonishment that it was
locked !
Some old soldiers described the sound as

very similar to the noise made by the passage
of a heavy train of army wagons. Mr.
Stephen Putney remarked yesterday that he
remembered very distinctly the impression
made upon his mind the morning that Gen¬
eral Lee attcked ttie enemy before Richmond,
the terrinle rattling of the windows and the
shaking of the houses, but that wa9 not to be
compared to the effect on him of the earth¬
quake. .

PLEEPKRS DISTURBED.

Mr. NIcol, who lives on Broad street, was

aroused from a quiet sleep, and thought that
his house was being robbed. He seized his
gun and rushed into the passage, ready to
shoot the first man he saw, He soon fouud
his mistake, however, and then endea¬
vored to bring to a lady who fainted from
fright.
At Mr. H. W. Lubbock's residence, No.

732 uorth Fourth street, a stove was upset in
one of the sleeping-room.", Mr. Lubbock was

thrown from the side of his bed, and the
house seemed to rock from side to side.
A very interesting incident is related by a

young gentleman (and he vouches for its
truth) who was one of a party of five who
were engaged in playing bluffsomewhere in
the neighborhood of Fourth street. He states
that one of the party wa9 losing very heav¬
ily; the thing had become rather monot¬
onous, and suddenly he exclaimed, "Ob, I
wish an earthquake would shake the cards
well." A moment more a shock did come,
sure enough. His wish was gratified, but
the party broke up in dismay.

THOUGHT AN ENGINE HAD EXPLODED.

A gentleman living almost immediately
over the Church Hill tunnel stated yesterday
that his first Idea after being awakened by
the rumbling noi?e, and heating the rattling
of the windows and doers, was that an en¬

gine bad exploded in the tunnel. Finding,
however, that the bouse stood firm, after
lying awake awhile, and hearing no unusual
noise in the street, he concluded that it was
an explosion of either a locomotive or steam¬
boat boiler. Several others of his household
were awukened, and wondered much at the
strange sounds and unwonted rattling of the
doors and windows, but concluded that a

heavily-laden train was passing through the
tunnel.

THE DOCK AND RIVER.

Tbe«water in tbe dock and river was
greatly disturbed. Io tbe dock waves dashed
quite high and angrily against tbe wbarves.
Mr. Hopkins, tbe keeper at tbe ship-locks,
tbougbt tnat tbe lock-gates had been swept
away. On tbe river at EocketLs tbe waves
suddenly rose several feet, and one or
two of tbe tug-boats, a schooner, and a

sloop parted their cables and drifted down
below tbe Sylvester's wharf.
Our marine reporter states that in a conver¬

sation with Mr. George T. Watson, second
engineer of tbe 0. A. Arnold, be was in¬
formed that Mr. Arnold was asleep in bis
cabin at tbe time of tbe visitation. When he
retired for the night he locked his door, but
when be was aroused it was wide open;
there was a tremendous j:rk to the tug as

though she was settling. He ran on deck,
and there met one of the crew, a deaf and
dumb man, who was making signs to him
that tbe tug bad been run into. They went
on board a coal barge, looked around there,
satiffled themselves that everything was 0.
K., and then returned.
The mate of tbe Wyanoke, and the engi¬

neer of the tug Olive Branch, Mr. W. H.
WafsoD, were at City Point, where they felt
the shock distinctly.
A watchman on one of the dredges in the

river, and other persona on tbe line of the
| river, made about the same statements.

TREDEGAR.BELLE ISLE -MANCHESTER.

At the Tredegar Works a number of the
workmen heard tbe earth shake, but those
who were engaged near the .machinery did
not hear anything in consequence of the
usual amount of noise mioe by tbe ma¬

chinery. A workman and his family who
reside just above the works, and wbose bouse
Is situated immediately under the canal
bank, between it. and tbe river, were aroused
from tbeir slumbers by tbe rockiog to and
fro of tbe bouse, and were very much alarm*
ed. He arose and raised one of tbe win¬
dows, thioking that (be canal back bad
broken loose, and tbat tbe rocks and water
were about to rush down and in upon tbem.
Ac Belle Isle bricks were shaken from tbe

cbimney of tbe bouse of Mrs. Otey. A Mrs.
Davis, who resides upon tbe island, stated to

a Dispatch reporter that sbe and her bouse*
bold were aroused, and tbat ber first thought
was tbat tbe lower end of the island was
about to be inundated. One of her daugh¬
ters made for a place in the room where she
bad eomemoney, and gathering it op placed]

It in her bosom preparatory to leaving the
house.
Some of the persons residing 6n the island

were not aroused, and knew nothing of it
until the next morning. Others who were
at work at the furnaces thought that they
were about to fall in. Others thought that
a train of cars was in motion between the
island and the Tredegar Works. The store¬
keeper on the island, who is a young mac,
jumped out of bed and grasped his pistol,
this king that some one was endeavoring to
get in ; but be was so unnerved by the shock
that he said if anybody bad gotten in the
store be would have been unable to have
made any resistance.
A colored man who keeps a snack-house in

Manchester, at the juncture ofthe Petersburg
and Danville railroads, stated that he and
bis boose were considerably shaken. He
thought & train ef cars was approaching, or
that an explosion bad occurred on the island

A gentleman in Manchester was lying near
the edge of his bed at the time of the qoake,
3nd the next thing he knew he was placed
liors de combat on the floor. He did not
recollect whether tba action was voluntary
or involuntary. Some of the plastering of a
house in course of election in the same city
was thrown down, w$i!e in another a lamp
was overturned, bitt without doing any
damage.

The Eartb&akc of 1852.
An intelligent lade now in this city, but

who resided in NelWh county at the .time,
states that In September, 1852, there was a
very severe shock of an earthquake in Pied-
mont Virginia. At the residence of her father
(midway between Rockfisb depot and Lov-
ingston) the shock lasted fully three minute?,
and was so severe as not only to rattle the
doors and windows, but also to make the
crockery on the supper-table and in the press
jingle as it struck together, and was in great
danger of being shivered. There was great
consternation at the time. The lady thinks
the shock was much severer and lasted longer
than the one Wednesday night. Some of our
older people could probably recall more par¬
ticulars of this shock.

News from Old Hanover.
f Correspondence of the Richmond Dispatch.]

Hanover Courthouse, December 23, 1875.
Some of the people of this section were
aroused from their slumber last night by the
shock of an earthquake. Onr clerk, Mr. S.,
said he thought judgment-day bad come.
Others said they thought the chimneys of
their houses were falling down.

The Vibration In Loolsa.
iCorre^ondence of the Richmond Dispatch.]
Louisa, December 23..At 12 o'clock

last night the first shock wag felt, fol¬
lowed in four minutes by the second,
and in nineteen minutes by "the third. Tbe
first was of about forty seconds' dnratioB,
the second of about thirty, and tbe third not
more than fifteen. Houses 9hook, windows
rattled, &c., &c. The express going West
went by about the time, and ran very slow¬
ly. Some one introduced tbe idea that the
engineer was afraid of running in a bole.
Shocks were felt throughout the country.

The Shocks in Caroline.
[Correspondence of the Richmond Diapatc*.]

Glen Allen, Va \
December 23, 1875. $

The people in this neighborhood were
aroused last night by q«ite a severe earth¬
quake. The first shock occurred at 11:35
and lasted about forty seconds. After an in¬
terval of some ten minutes there was a

slighter shock, followed by sound-vibrations
which were audible for more than a minute.

A third and still lighter throe occurred about
fifteen minutes later. The first shock gave
sufficient grounds for alarm.rocking dwell¬
ings in a dangerous degree, and awaking tbe
heaviest sleepers. The course of the earth¬
quake seemed to be from northeast to south¬
west. Tbe night was unusually calm, and
tbe unwonted brilliancy of the stars bad been
a subject of remark during tbe evening;
thermometer 65 degrees. Ia the face of
phenomena so unprecedented it is as well to
note these things.

ANOTHER ACCOUNT.

Ruthbr Glen, December 23..Last night
four distinct shocks of an earthquake were
felt in this neighborhood. Each was of
about a minute's duration. [Hardly.] Tbe
shocks were separated by intervals of five
or ten minutes each, and seemed to pa?s
from west to east.

STILL ANOTHER ACCOUNT.
Bowling Green, Va., December 23.. Last

night at twenty minutes to 12 o'clock three
distinct earthquake shocks were felt here.
Previous to tbe first shock, for the space of
a minute, there was a roaring noise, as be¬
tween that of a wind-storm and heavy thun¬
der, then followed first shock, shaking houses
and waking up every one who was asleep.
A minute after occurred tbe second shock,
followed by tbe third in about the same

space of time. The shock passed from
southeast to northwest. Tbe night was
clear and beautiful, not a breath of air stir¬
ring. A peculiarity attending this phenom¬
enon was that several persons were made
really ill who prior to it were in perfect
health.

I)own Among- the Miners.
[Special telegram to the Dispatch.]
CoALTiELn, Va., December 23..At Grove

shaft last night the shocks were distinctly
felt in the pit. An examination was made
by the manager, who thought that an acci-
deut had happened. Some af tbe miners left
work hurriedly, fearing that their lives were in
danger. No darnuge was done. Other pits
report same. A gentieman living at the
mines jumped out of bed hurriedly and
seized bis pistol, thinking some one was try¬
ing to break in.

Terror at Mauakln.
[Correspondence of ilie Richmond Dispatch.]
Manakin, December 23, 1875:.Tbe

graphic account of the earthquake in
the Dispatch this morning is equally appli¬
cable to the wonderful phenomenon which
visited this place at 11:40 last night. The
people were aroused from their slumbers,
and in less time than it takes me to write it,
the whole village was astir. The shingles
upon one of the stores were shaken oft', and
many lamps and chimneys broken to atoms.
From various adjacent points in this coal
region the shock was just as severe as it was
here.

Petersburg Perturbed.
fFrom tlie Index-Appeal of yesterday.]

At twenty -five minutes to 12 o'clock last
night the distinct shock of an earthquake
was felt in Petersburg. The shock lasted
fully eight or ten seconds, and was accom¬
panied by a dull, rumbling sound as deep,
distant thunder. The direction of the shock
seemed to be from the west to the east, or
probably from the northwest to the south*
ea3t. The houses in the city were visibly,
and some of them violently, shiken, and
many persons were startled from their sleep,
and rushed to the windows to ascertain the
cause. * * * *

A few minutes past 12 o'clock a second
shock was felt, though in a very slight de¬
gree. The noise was very distinctly heard,
but it seemed some distance oft* in the direc¬
tion of Richmond'.

| [Correspondence of the Richmond Dispatch.]
Petersburg, December 23..The topic of

everybody's comment and the occasion of
everybody's salutation to-day has of course
been the earthquake shock, which surprised
us last night about 12 o'clock. A great many
amusing incidents are related in connection
with the phenomenon, which broke on the
sleeping people with a great surprise, and
frightened some nervous people nearly out of
their boots. The tirst shock occurred about
fifteen minutes before midnight, and was
preceded by a long, low, rumbling sound,
not unlike thunder, arid yec with a more
uniform and solid souad. The 44 chill" it¬
self came almost immediately after, and
made things pretty lively while it lasted.
Windows and doors were rattled, signs
t.eaked, bedsteads swayed, furniture wab¬
bled, and gas-lights flared, while people stared
up from their beds in the greatest affright,
and Boae, it id stated, marched into the J

streets In their nigbf-slotbes, expecting to be
crashed by their failing bouse*. The shock
is calculated to bavfc lasted tea second?. Af¬
ter the lapse of flve minutes or more the
second shock followed, not quite so distinct
or sharp, but sufficient to make itself very
plainly felt. The printers employed in the
Neucs and Indez-Appeal offices rushed out
of those establishments In great haste, and be*
took themselves to the street for safety from
the ruin supposed to be impending. To¬
day what was then thought to be so serious
is made very light of, and converted into a
running joke. For instance, one genius
suggests that the agitation was occasion¬
ed by the explosion of a can of dynamite
which Thomassoa took with bim into the
imperial regions. Mr. John W. Goodwyn,

a scientific gentleman of this city, believes the
Hoise was made by the descent and explosion
of a meteor, and not by any earthquake.
This view is confirmed by a letter received
to day from a gentleman living near, the rail¬
road in Nottoway, who reports that the con¬
cussion and shock in that neighborhood ap¬
peared as if made by a heavy falling and
bursting aerolite. The prevalent belief here
is, however, that the attack was a genuine
and very distinct young eartbquake.

Robin Hood.
' Effect at Fredericksburg.

[Correspondence of the Richmond Lispatch.]
Fredkbjcksbohq, Va., December 23, 1875.

Last night about half-past 11 o'clock a dis¬
tinct shock of an eartbquake was felt through¬
out this place, shaking buildings and rat¬
tling windows. The shocks were preceded
by a loud roar, lasting about fifteen seconds.
The effects were novel and startling, nothing
of the kind having been experienced here
within the memory of the oldest inhabitant.!
The roaring noise was repeated about fifteen
minutes after the shock,. but no shock was
felt the second time. The noi.se and move¬
ment of the first shock appeared to proceed
from the northwest.

Pittsylvania Heard From.
[Special telegram to the Dispatch.]
Pittsylvania. Courthouse, December 23.

A severe shock was felt here last nigbt about
half-past 11 o'clock, las'ing some fifteen sec¬
onds. The inhabitants were ureally alarmed,
rushing into the streets wild with excite¬
ment. No damage.

The Sensation at Lyncbfonrg.
[Special telegram to the Dispatch.J

Lykchborq, Va., December 23..This vi¬
cinity was treated to a rare sensation about
11:45 last night in tbe shape of an earth¬
quake. The first shock waB sufficiently in¬
tense to greatly alarm all timid persons who
bad not yet succumbed to tbe influences or
Morpheus, causing windows to rattle and
foundations of buildings to tremble as

though mother earth was suffering from a
severe attack of ague. The 6bock was at
first scarcely perceptible, and produced the
impression that it was earned by a heavily-
loaded vehicle being driven rapidly over a

cobble-stone pavement, but it gradually in¬
creased in Intensity until decidedly uncom¬
fortable recollections of South American
earthquakes, with their frequent accompani¬
ments of failing houses and yawning earth-
chasms, were conjured up, and one felt
strongly inclined to seek safety in flight.
Tbe shock reached its maxijaum intensity

in about fifteen seconds, and then as

grudually died away. Two other scarcely
perceptible shocks were felt at intervals of
ten or fifteen minutes. All of them seemed
to the writer to proceed from tbe^ southeast
to the northwest, with iapid wave or vibn-
ting motion and tbe usual rumbling sound,
quite loud and apparently close at band in
the first instance, much less intense and
seemingly at a distance in the others. Many
persons were awakened by the violence of
the first sbock. The sky was almost cloud¬
less throughout.

Alexandria,
[Special telegram to the Dispatch.]

Alexakdbia, Va., December 23..The
earthquake was sensibly felt here and in tbe
surrounding country. No damage reported.

Staunton Shocked.
[Correspondence of the Richmond Dispatch.]
Staunton, December 23, 1875..Last

night about half-past 12 o'clock the ^habit¬
ants here felt tbe violent shock of an earth¬
quake. Tbe nigbt was perfectly calm aDd
still, and tbe shaking of tbe bouses com¬
menced without any preceding sound. At
tbe residence of Mr. M. Harvey JLffioger,
cashier of tbe National Valley Bank, a gen¬
tleman who was sitting up at first thought
it was a terrific wind that had struck the
bouse. It also felt as if a number of persons
in another room were jumping up and
down. I give this example, as it was

pretty much the experience of the town,
with slight variations. At the house of Mr.
W. J\ Nelson the knives and forks were
thrown from the shelf on which they were

placed. Passengers, arrived here from
Waynesboro', report very.much the same ex¬
perience there.

'

.

The first news from Richmond this morn¬

ing was a rumor that the city bad been near¬
ly destroyed, wbich created a far greater
panic with us than our own earthquake.
Tbe right story, however, came along shortly
afterwurds.

Tbe Wblte Snlphnr and Beyond.
[Special telegram to the Dispatch.]

Gbeenbbieb "White Sulphub Spbinqs, W.
Ya., December 23..Tbe earthquake was
not felt west of or at this place.

Tbe Southwest Exempted.
[Special telegram to the Dispatch.]
Lynchburg, Va., December 23..Earth¬

quake of last night was felt and heard at
Liberty and Salem very perceptibly. Does

I not seem to have been experienced at Chris-
tiaosburg or at any point southwest of the
Blue Ridge.

Intelligence from Other Points.
The shock was distinctly felt at Norfolk.

It appeared to travel from north to south,
and lasted eight or ten seconds.
A telegram from Winchester says " there

has been no earthquake near this place."
Three shocks were felt at Burkeville.
At Greenwood and Kesnich depots, in Al¬

bemarle county, the earthquake was severe.
Near Kesnich a huge boulder on the road¬
side was thrown down.
Tbe Old North Stato Slightly Stirred.

[Special tele?rums to the Dlapatch.J
Greensboro', N. C., December 23..A

slight swaying to aod fro of tbe earth was

felt bere about 11:30 last night, lasting twenty
seconds. .No noise was heard beyond that
produced by the rattling of window-panes.
The following is from the Bald Mountain

region :
Charlotte, N* C., December 23..The

earthquake was not felt bere. As far as
heard from, Bald Mountain stands Pieady.

Views of Professor Winston.
Professor Charles H. Winston, who ably

fills the chair of Professor of Physics at
Richmond College, by request, yesterday
furnished this paper with the following in¬
teresting and valuable information : ,

An earthquake in our own quiet and staid
city of Richmond is an event so rare that
our people are naturally aroused and excited
by tbe sharp and decided sbock which visited
us Wednesday night. It may unhesitatingly
be asserted that no such shaking of the earth
has been felt in this section within the mem-
ory of tbe oldest inhabitant.
Hundreds are asking such questions as

these ; What cjusea earthquakes ? And what
was the probable cause of this one in par¬
ticular ? Is it likely that tbe sbock will be
repeated ? Is it connected with tbe weather f
What does it forebode ? What is the real
danger about earthquakes ?
Some of these questions I will try to an¬

swer. Let me first dispose of the most
urgent questions:

WILL THE SHOCK BE REPEATED?
1st. Is it likely tbac the shock will be re¬

peated, and is there cause for real alarm in
this particular ? I reply at once that I think
not. Sometimes, of course, there are pre¬
liminary shocks that but give the prelude to
the coming convulsion ; but In the vast ma¬

jority of uaes, especially of those occurring

in tbe temperate zone, the shocks are
single, or in a small group ¦ like
that of Wednesday nfghf. We msyright safely assume that tbe sharp convul¬
sive throb occurring about 11:40 bad its
echoes or rt&ctions io the smaller and almost
insignificant rumblings and waves that fol¬
lowed at intervals of ten or fifteen min¬
utes afterwards, and thai then the pressure
was relieved, and all was quiet, so to remain,perchance, for another lifetime to come.
But what danger are we to apprehend If it

should return, and with increased force?
Only tbe chance of its being sufficient to
topple down tbe dwelling above you. The
earthquake brings no direct harm. Its evils
are only indirect, and the probability of sueb

a convulsion here as woold destroy ordinarybuildings is extremely minute.
^ CAUSE CP KAHTOqCAKBS.

We may torn, therefore, with our wonted
calmness to philosophize on. tbe subject:
What, then, causes earthquakes? Was this
one the cause, or tbe effeet, of this unusu¬
ally warm spell, following as it did so ab-
roptly a severely coldone? We tblnk It was
not related to tbe weather, either as cause or
as effect. This solid globe of ours, if, indeed,
it be solid, is not to be shaken in Its course
and made to tremble like' tbe aspen-
leaf by a variation of a few de¬
grees in the temperature of its surface.
Nor, briefly, can we ascribe the vibration to
any external influence whatever. Some in¬
ternal force, suddenly developed or release-},
or acting 1n a new direction, or with belter
advantage upon tbe accompanying matter,
give tbe sudden impulse that made the earth
to reel and tremble. But what force ? Wa9
it chemical energy, or electricity, or heat, or
was it tbe falling in of some part of the solid
crust that as tbiDly covers our planet as an

egg-shell covers its contents.the falling of
some of this crust into the fiery cauldron of
melted granite beneath ? Whatever was the
exact phase of its manifestation we have
little doubt that tbe ultimate cause of this,
as perhaps of all earthquakes, was heat. the
intense beat of the earth.

THE STOREHOUSE OP HEAT*

Whether tbe earth be a ball of liquid fire,
covered wjth a tbln and partially flexible
outward crust, or whether, as others believe,
It contains a solid nucleus about its centre,
there can be little doubt that it is an immense
storehouse of beat. the most potent agent
witb wbicb we are acquainted ; and it seems
to me tbat in it we may find ample explana-
nation of volcanoes, earthquakes, rising a art
enbsidenee of surface, and other like pheno¬
mena.

I am strongly inclined to connect our

earthquake with tbe present eruption of
Vesuvius, announced by telegraph in yester¬
day's papers. Earthquakes and volcanic
eruptions frequently occur together in re¬

gions subject to their visitations,
PREVIOUS EARTHQUAKES.

The 8bock wbiod about a year ago (De¬
cember 10th, 1874) so frightened the good
people of New York, was attended by vol¬
canic throes ia Iceland, and so of many
others. Nor is it neccssary for this
theory to suppose that tbe whole earth
must be bodily shaken before we con¬
nect an earthquake here with a vol¬
cano there. Tbe disturbance takes place
through tbe interior, and, especially if it
be small, it manifests itself only at certain
points, sometimes of very limited area.
These points or areas may be tbe thin places
in tbe earth's crust, or they may be those
that happen to lie in tbe direction of tbe
force, or they may be those lying above a

deep ridge whose roots sink deep into the
molten interior, ^pd thus become obnoxious
to attack. But, after ail, earthquakes are so

frequent, taking the world over, that we may
rest easy concerning them. We all remem¬
ber the rumblings, Sac., of Bald and Stoue
mountains, in North Carolina, which lasted
a month or more in February and March of
last year, and which alarmed the natives so,
but without serious results; and 1 have before
me a list ofearthquakes from January, 1874, to
March 10,1875 (when, by the way, there was
one in Goochland county, Va.j, and tbe
number is nearly fifty.

I conclude with a reference to the great
earthquake. tbat in comparison witb which
all modern shocks fade into insignificance.
November 1st, 1755, about 10 o'clock A. A!.,
witb no preliminary sound or motion, came
the famous earthquake of Lisbon, wblcb,
within five or six minutes, crushed six'v
thousand persons under tbe luius of the city.
This shock extended all over Europe, de¬
stroyed a town in Africa, and was felt even
in America.
Let us, with no fear of such an event for

ourselves, calmly hope that its like o^iy never
he witnessed aerain on the earth.
Views of Professor W. H. Taylor.
Dr. William H^Taylor, Stare assayer and

cbemist, thinks that the earthquake lasted
about twelve seconds, and was probably
connected in a remote manner with the dis¬
turbances at present eviccing themselves in
the eruption or Mount Vesuvius, though it
would be difficult for him to state the pre*
cise relation. He does not think that there
will be any repetition, nor is it likely, if
there were, would it be severe, inasmuch as
we are out of the earthquake belt.
We need not expect absolute Immunity

from such visitations, inasmuch as the State
is rather intimately connected with the in*
ternal forces which give rUe to these phe¬
nomena, as may be inferred from the ther¬
mal springs of the State, and our neighbor¬
hood to the JBald Mountain region, in North
Carolina, which has recently showed volcanic
manifestations; and i'uritur, because we are
on the Atlantic elope, which is known to be
gradually sinking.

Opinion of FroJcssor fifallelt.
Professor J. W. ilallett, of the University

of Virginia, in response to our irquiries
yeiterday evening, geul us the following tel¬
egram:
Univebsity op Vibgiwu, December 23..

Shocks last night, apparently three in num¬
ber, were distinctly felt here by many per¬
sons at 11:40, Was .ington time. Their di¬
rection was uncertain, but probably from
the southward. The earthquakes on. record
are: At Richmond, severe shock, August
23, 1802; in 'Virginia, May 10, 1804; and at
Richmond again in December, 1811, simul¬
taneously with New Madrid earthquake* In
the Mississippi Val'ey.
Earthquakes are of maximum frequency

from November to January, and they are

supposed to be preceded by unusual heat
and by low barometer, with much oscilla¬
tion. The connexion of the present earth¬
quake with the eruption of Mount Vesuvius
is possible, but b&rdly probable. It is cer¬
tainly not an immediate effect

J. W. Mallet.

[fob other local sex fourth page.]

Wilkinson A Witobbs bav$ just received a

beautiful stock of Scabfs, Ties, Bows, 4c., Ac.
Handsome pretents for your friends. Remarkably
cheap.

I [Found at Last.The place where one can Ret
lots of Fib6t-cla.ss Goods for little money, at D.
Coi.cmbus'8 prenylam confectionery, 821 Broad
street.

The Great Kabthquake-Tebbible Shak¬
ing.many style# of dry goods knocked down
twenty-live per cent, at Levy Bbotiiebs' store.

Fbee from Fusil Oil..The u B Select m

Whiskey, controlled by Mcten. W. D. Blaib &
Co., 803 Main street, Is particularly fine for the.
price, and warranted free from fusil oIL It has be-'
come justly popular with ibe irade.

Bewake where yon buy yoar confectionery and
the Impure candle*. A.ntoni la now the eldest and
the most reliable confectioner In the city. He
whhes all a merry Christmas and a happy K«w-
Year. _____

gCnaHBEN's Suits at moderate prices uutil the
1st of January. Call quickly. Wilkinaox A
Withess, g aata C.'ana's agents, 1007 Main street

The last chance for year Christinas present*
at Levy Bbothebs* store to-day. Call before 4
o'clock; a» tfairtwo will to ctottl at 0»t

. TERMfe OF AD.VERTI8IN<J :
- C46H.DTVABLUJl,* JS A3T?AJICK,

OwMqasie, ODeJasfrtSor........ ............. f/j ym
^esqnare, two iwwtJons.. i 39Oct square, :hr«e Insertions....... 1 75One aqoaw,dx to»ert$OBewV*..,..,^...»wOne square, twelve fiuertionfl. .

One square, one month.. x.One square, two toontb*: 18 0t»One square, three mouths 2"> CO

WBlTEfO-DsSKSWitLOW at J. 7.KLL*5f;O.VS,1112 Main street.

Call for Eureka Spool SlUC and &CBKKAButtox-Houe Twtvr if yon want the best.
tfXAi# CAPS for ladies nod men received this day

at A. A»Aixxy it BaoTHsa>s»m4 Main itrett.

Fresh Arrival Chm.o8*x,s Ci&mtmo..
Mothers, you can m ike youc UtOe boys happy now.
Santa Claus suits just received by Wnjcmox A
Withers. Call early and select.

The largest and the best Ho« of CmiXBVtS
FOOKS in the city at J. T. ELLYSOX'S, Ilia Maia
street.

Go to A. A. Allkit & Bsotiucb's for everything
In the hat and fur line. Their prices are low.

BWilkinson & Wrrmtss keep up a full stock of
their celebrated " partly-made " shirts, unlvfr-
saJTy acknowledged the greatest economise* of the
»««.
"

Xo PA I STED CAN DISS at AsTOtit's.
II ¦

Geast's Messag*..Although tbe message of
Grant favors the taxation of churches It will not
tax your patience to refer to C. SL Bolton A

i Co.'S new Christmas advertisement, under Holiday
Goods.

Books for Boys and Girls at J. T. FLlysojt's,
1112 Mam street.

The NuBsntny^.The best book printed for cbii.
dren from Ave to twelve years of age. Fifty copies
received this moralng atLm Brothers'.

Wiikinson 4 ttfTrhers tsave established Hf'
reparation of their house by the merits of their
goods. On this basts they command success.

Anton i, Main street, has the handsomest cou/ec-
tlouery lu the city. .

NO TERRA COTTA CANITY at ANTONYS.

All the new.Gaiies at J. T. Fllyson's, 1112
Main street.

_________________

Another Ghand fcuccESs..Tbc "Cosmopoli¬
tan " shirt, just oat, by W ilxinson A Withers.
The handsomest article yet offered. Examine it*
young men, of Richmond.

For coughs, colds, and hoarseness use Mil¬
ler's horehoundsyrup. For sale by all drag-
gist-. Prlcc, twenty-live cents.

Buy. Your Christmas presents to-day at
Levy Bkothers1 before 4 o'clock, at which hour
they will close their store.

Another supply of those beautiful baskets and
other designs at Morton's garden, corner Mala
and Eeaorvolr streets.

XO CANDY MADE OUT Or FLOUR at ANTONI'S.

Bemember This..Now Is the time of the year
for pueutaoDla and fatal rwu'ts of preditpoeltlon

w consumption. Boschre's German Syrup has
been usid in this neighborhood for the past two or
thre* years without a single failure to care. If yoa
have not used thin medicine yourself, go to your
druggist and ask him of Its wonderful succcse
anions his customers. Purcell, Ladd & Co.*
whoHeale agents.

Bemember tiiat Levy Brothers tell their
Christmas goods lower than any other house In the
city. Able your neighbor If this is not so, and the
answer will be iuvariably ye*.

Premicm Candy only 2flc. a package.
French Candy, 30c per pound.
Crystallized Fruits, 75c. per pound.
14 packs MO. 1 Firk-Craokeus lor (1.
Bcaulfuily Ornamented Cakes.

. Plain Frosted Cakks.
A large assortment of FANCY OA EES.-
A beautiful assortment of Wax-Dolls at D.

Columbus's premium confectionery, 821 Broid
street.

Gentlemen will do well to examine MacmurdO .

& Bedford^ magnificent stock of hats, capo, and
umbrellas.the largest and finest In this city. 1009
Main street, opposite the post-office.

Get the Genuine Article..The great popu¬
larity of " Wilboh's Compound or Cod-Liveh
Oil and Lime " has Induced tome unprincipled
person* to attempt to pilrn off a simple article of
their own manufacture; but any person who la suf¬
fering from coughs, colds, or consumption should
be cireful wbere they purcharc this article. It re¬

quire? no puffing. The results following its use are

its best recommendations, and the proprietor has
ample evidence on file of its extraordinary success
in pulmonary complaint?. 'Hie phosphate of lime
possesses a most marvellous healing power as com¬
bined with the pure cod-liver oil by I)r. Wllbor.
This mcdlclne Is regularly prescribed by the medi¬
cal faculty. For sale by A. B. Wilbor, Chemist,
Bostou.

_______________

Pizzini says :
30 cents will bny a ponnd of Frcuch candles,
40 cents will buy a pound of prime cilron,
15 cents will buy a pound of good raisins,
20 cents will buy a pound of nuts (fresh),
12& cents will buy a pound or new currants,
25 cents will buy three pounds or dates,
30 cents v, III buy a pound of Malaga grapes,
$1 will buy five pounds of his best candy,
$1 will buy thirteen packs of fire-crackers,
5 cents will buy a pretty cornucopia,
10 cents will buy a prettier cornucopia,
25 cents will buy a very Handsome cornucopia,
25 cents will buy a pretty bon-bon box,

at his store,
807 Broad street, 807 Broad street,

between Seventh and Eighth streets.

Go to Ahtoni's.yon have no lime to low.

Millinery..Macmurdo & Bedford, 4009
Main street, are offering unwraal inducements in
ladles1 hats and bonnets, caps, and head-dresses;
Infants' worsted and embroidered caps, hoods, and
saojues.

Ice-Cream and Jelly.
Ice-Cream and Jelly.
Columbus's Pure Cream. . -

Columbus's Pure Cream.
Xo 2 /ck Cream-all flavor?.
Ko. 2 Ice-Cream.all flavors.
Parties wishiog to secure any particular finvor

should leave their orders early to-day at D. COLUM¬
BUS'S premium confectionery, 321 Broad street.

The following testimonial Is signed by twelve of
the leading physicians of IMlfax. N. 8.: "LlE-
biq's Liquid Extract o» beef aot> Tonic In-
vigorator Is a very agreeable article of diet, and
particularly useful In diphtheria, fiver, and eveiy
depressing disease. We cheerfully recommend it.
Every family should have a few bottle*."

Go to Antoxi's and provide for the little one#.

Xo poisonous candies at AktonTs.

A ntOni defies com peti tton for doe candles.

Antoni 1'J a reliable confectioner.
Go and Inspect his good*.
Go and see his endless varie'y of bon-bon*.
Go and see his flue fruits from California.

v Go and see his fine display.
Co and buy your candles now at Aurrom'S.

Christmas Suffers for Ladies and Gen¬
tlemen.very pretty.at Boecnxx'g, 009and 911
Broad street.

ANTONI'S <s the place to go for good things.
Slippers Bottomed..Custom-work ofail kinds

made to order and guaranteed at Boecnior & JBftO
Tni'3'8.

Go to ANTONI'S before the rush.

Bosches A Brother keep the largest assort¬
ment of boots, shoes, trunks, and Tallsea.

Pure crystalizrd fruits from Parit at Ax-
Tosrs, Main street. * ; : !

Pubs candies^re offeked^s AktoxT*.

HOLIDAY presents In Bouquets, Floral £>e-
signs, <fcc~, may be had of Morton, Main and JS«-
seTvolr street*, at priees to J«1L

Xo PLASTER Off PARIS CANDiRS at AJ*TO>TS.

"Let Us Hav* Peace.4*
The war of the Broac^Kreet confectioner* 1#

golsg on with great violence, although aobculy
Is yet killed, wonudetf, or mieiag. Bead ail
that is to be aald^>n both side*, aad tfcea do.as
everybody else doS-l«uy your pwe $W&fcctioR>»
ertea aad frulfo for the holiday* on
Malu street. Aatoal it a lite aaaajf lie wart* no
time in words, bat if yon want the best eoufeeUon*
ery in the market his l« the yhee to buy it.

SvMlxinM&rxJWGtsvxdAxxixa'ik ,


