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705 DASVILLE AND YORE RIVER CONNECTION,
motion of Mr. Christiun the general
ot business was lemporarily suspencs
(hristian sogeested that it would
i to postpone the consideration of the
¢ enptroversy in regard to the Dan-
.04 York River eonnectiop, because
C1oders, who bad just retaiped counsel
o v4=. bad pot been able to possess bis
ol with wll the fac!s,
1 Madison Ward suggested
e Coureil bad better bave a special

ed. Mr.

Oy motion of Mr, Christian the Couancil
EUND g

Tt

Chuart

Thirty-secor] strects;

L Davs

L cotntudite

WEATHER REPORT.
wopriRs ToDav— Washinglon,
- _For New Eogland and the
11 Atlantic States, incressing
ast to soutbwest winds,
perature, und falling
ramn during Tues-

A

nuthe

. followed DY

-—-—“—-_.'-_-.
e ATHER TESTERDAY and on Sﬂnday
..'. mild, and pleasant.
FR YRSTERDAY! 6 A. M.. 42;
0 12 M., 733 3 P. M., 72; 6P. M.

nt, 56.

LOCAL MATTERS.
THE COMYMON COUNCIL.

————

doig

AAVILLE AND YORK RIVER CON-
iy sUBRJIECT PUSTPONED—MR. JO-
o) \ UNANIMOUSLY
: « I'RESIDENT OF THE COENCIL—
. WROE PARK 1S TO BE LIGHTED-

ANDERSON

\ LEPURT OF THE WATERING
~THE FHROBABLE EXTEN-

“AlL

THE

0OF

“FOIPASSED, AND THE DEAD-LOCK

WE =

MEANSTO PAY HIM, &C., &C.. &C.
[P

FR Y

terday.

1M,

Charles E.

Lk ound Wingfield.

oo Cooreil was called to order by Mr.
i Mubson Ward, and on his motion

1. ~ rius was invited to preside.
WORE FRAMED BUILDINGS.

et frumed bwldiogs in the elty @

Lper, wood-and coal-bouse coroer
wvenue and Duval streets; John C.
dwmelling sdjoining No. 509 Twenty-
Gwathmey,

Willihm  H,
ouse, N ostreet between Thirty-tirst

th and.Vepshle streets,

Hote! site,
resolntions were sgreed to.

fro¢ hristian’s motion was agreed to.

ELECTION OF PRESIDENT,

rurceded to elect & permanent presi

r. Uhristian nominated General Joseph
Werssn, und paid bim a bigh compli

nemination was seconded
udd strans 3 end the roll béfog eslled

persd Aoderson was usanimously elected

Ou motion of Mr, Curtis it was ordered
ta committee of three be appointed to
General Auderson and inform

Lis election,
Cuwr appointed  Messrs,

tisit Curtis
o= K. Whitlock, and Christian.

ltent to the chair,
< Iinded

rumy. HOUSE—FRAMED
ILDINGS=—THE Al‘i‘RUl‘Kl.kTiUh' ORDI-

HASTHE COUNCIL THE RIGHT
N A RETIRED FOLICEMAN ?—
(1Y ATTORNEY SAYS NO. BUT THE

+ meetine of the Common
i 1d 1o the Council chamber at
Present at roll-cail:
. Christun, Curtis, Davis of Madison
3 Tiavis of Myrshail Ward, Foster, Gil-
Jenkins, Jobosom, Lauer,
n. Metzzer, Newell, Oliver, Straus,
Whitlock, Robert H.

Mr. <. from the Joint Committee
o the Fire Department, presented a resoln-
Lermission to the following per-

A. A, Kershan,
L 1o tesidence coruer Cumberland and
w1 Calvin Robertson, dwelling

cee also preseated a resolution
petitions of B. F. Turner, sta-
sy between St Jumes aod Adams
st 1. Holzioger, shed on lot corner
iy und Second wireets; Bell & Bowles,

pter.cnon on lot jo rear of old Spois-

v Meassrs,

¢ retired, aod after & briefl
urned wud escorted the newly-

aus b the gavel to Mr. An-
arcand eformed bim that it was with
Virt creal pleasiire that be yielded bim the
vuory bonorable position of presiding officer.

fexcept those immediately on the line of the
main thoroughfare in ssid square) shall
lighted only from May 1st to October 15th
in ench year; and that the Chief of Police be
instructed aceordingly.
Agreed to.

CITY WATER'WORKS.
Mr. Straus, from the Committee on Waters
submitted the annual report of the superin-
tepdent of the City Water-Works. Since
the last report the pumpiog- snd supply-
malos from both reservoirs have been com-
pleted, snd the upper reservoir has so far
edvanced in its progress that in 8 few
weeks of the early spring this important part
of our water-works wil have reached com-
pletion. The new pumps have been slmost
incessantly at work supplying, through the
upper reservoir, the bigleat portions of the
eity, while the old pumps bave been as con~
stantantly at work keeping up the supply to
the lower sections. By reference to the re-
port of the superintendent for 1871 it will be
seen that the average daily consumption was
2,303 334 gallons, with a maximum pump-
ing capacity of 8.500,000 gallons. The
new pumps were put ioto operation Sep-
tember, 1874, rod by addiog 3,080,000 gal-
lons have a total capacity of 7,680,000 gallong,
when the consumption was 38,482,805 gal-
lons, As lopg ms this rate of supply
apd copsumption continued the storage
was rufficicot to carry us through the ip-
terruptions referred to j but what will be
the condition of the works in & year or two
hence if the present rate of increasing com-
sumption continues? The superiotendent’s
present report shows a daily consumption
for Junuary of 5,000,000 gal ons, The max-
jmum pumping capacity is 7,580,000 galloos.
If the increase of next summer over the
consumption of the winter is at a cor-
responding rate of last year, it is easy
to sce how small n margin will be left
in the pumping capacity. The committee
feel reluctant to represent such a prospect
shead when we have scarcely comipleted the
extension of the works already ordered.
The committee prefer to meet this question
of the future of the works, and make it a
mstter of record at this time. We are not
willing to leave to Our successors sny sud-
den consideration of our necessities, which
shall appear to shift the burden of providiog
for them to their shoulders, and we there-
fore unhesitatiogly urge this matter upen
the consideration of tbe Councils. The
importance of baving telegraphic communi-
cations from sil parts of the works with the
city cffice induces the committee to recom-
mend that a line be laid and Lhe necessary
apparatus purchased, &c.

The report was received.

THE APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE

Common Council ordinsnce making ap-
propriations for the year 1876, with the
amendments proposed by the Board of Al-
dermen, was taken up.

The smendments proposed by the Board
were to—

Strike out from the appropriation to dis-
count and interest 3,000 and add the same
to streets.

Strike out ©3.000 from ¢ paving side-
walks?” and add the same to roller and
crusher pay-rolle.

Strike out $4,500 for mew engine-house
and add the same to coutingent fund.

Mr. Purcell opposed the smendments,”

Messrs, Christian, Curtis, B. H. Whitlock,
and Towers sddressed the Council in favor
of the 2mendments,

Thbe vote being taken by ayes and noes,
the firat amendment was adopted by the fol
lowing yvote:

A Y E S.—Messrs, Babcock, Christlan, Curtls,
Charles T. Davls, T, Wiley Davls, Fosler, Gliman,
Jenkins, Johnson, Klein, Lauer, Manson, Metzger,
Newell, Qilver, 1 ulllam. Tower, Charles K. Whit-
lock, B. H. Whitlock, Wingfield, and Anderson—24,

Nors.—Messrs. Davenport, Higglos, Pureell,

and straus—4.
The other amendments were agreed to.

FROM THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN,
Board of Aldermenamendatory ordinance
concerning sinks, cess-pools, &c., was taken
up uod passed.
Board jomt resolution granting permits
for the erection of framed dwellings was

Council,
TEE PENSIONED POLICEMAN,

The City Attorney, to whom was referred
the resolution appropriating 330 per month
for six mooths te William Gardner, a retired
policeman, reported that in his opinion the
Counell had pot the authority to legally
make the appropriation. The question,
however, was & new ooe, and the Attorney
atates that it can be easily settled by the
3 | courts.

Mr. Pullism explsioed tbat it was on his
motion that the matter bad been referred to
the City Attoroey.

Mr. Davis of Madison Ward said be was
opposed Lo violatiog the city charter, and be
would tberefore move to strike out 360 to
*| pensions and add it to the sum appropriated
to discount and interest.

Mr, Jenkins moved to lay the opinion of
the City Attorney and tbe resolution giviag
Mr. Gardner thirty dollars per month on
the table. Agreed to.

Mr. Davenport presented s resolution to
employ Mr. Gardoer on the police force, and
give him some likzht work to do.

Mt Avdersou thaoked the C i
sratefuliy for the c-.,:npiimenttpa?;nt:il:n v:;ﬁ Mr. R. H. Whitlock said that be dido’t
Wis Wit0 # pleasure that he could gay that | 7204 to get srousd:the matier 10 that way.
the uportant aets of the Couocil met with I this $360 was to be given to this geotle.
Uis approtstion und sapction. He had been g.;&n be boped that it would be done by a
i tesident of the city thirty years, and for | direct vote.
twenty-five years be yhad thye gono? of hold- Mr. Davis of Madison Ward moved to
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ANNUAL MESSAGE OF THE MAYOR.

.f'"' .~r-r;r-.\|.|'.-.‘:-hr:m laid Lefore the Coun.
* atuusl wesige of bhis Honor Mayor

“';"_ wotion of Mr, Cbristian, the message
v aveeived sed ordered to be printed with

Lt suouul reporgs,

STHERTS GENEHALLY.

ex bution ;

p ke Board of Aldermen eoncur-
eh Toat the Committes oo Streets Gene-

e ierehy
ol B8, A
VY lorulesed dumage W their property
e dollowing basis: The Committee

re slsll seleel oue referee and the!
COBIS sball seleet e referce (with au-
:‘ Wosig referees to case.ol maagree-f
o Goedeet wottord referee), wbo shall
Y eLotibe Lhe tacts and meri's of the

Py
>l ey then Lo useertuin and award
¢t demage W be paid to each

S s, woien suid Sodiog skall be

- Uiow Wil parties luterested wnd a
VHkdben of tue matter, 2pd be.e2rti-
ey ;'\ hrl.f::hr lur pay menl,

Al wlso presented resolutions
Mt Augustioe o egect a fruit-
; ud Tenth streets; rajoets
Hhon ot B, W, Green for conneet-
ol I:I”I,\_ ewer aud appropriating
ot “m rvecel lund lor widenlog
R dreq) feeyn Cary to Dock streeL

darions were ngreed Lo,
RELIEF UF 94E POOR,

1

L e Alrays ‘.
blet g u'gr limm the Committee for the

sir, presenled the meonthly
umoer of jumates received,

b wonth of
ity

Februery, 187

o > 16. Aldol
?f wood, coke, mesl, coffins,
tilsued Lo the inGigeat outside
UUbe, logelber with Lhe services

ay iy
= Y iLe eily ginbulsnce for the same

Lignr,

&8 M. Hiy,
' ?ut,g’f:;" frow the Committee on Light,

tollowipg :

04
"4 (the Bosrd of Aldermen eop-

h Thst the lmpy ip Moproe Bqusre

futh In the past, as
vupeil was mude up of the leading
ichmond, both professional
He
tocmized wany of hie old acquaintances
and Iriends w11}l in the Council, and it was a
ure to bim to koow that so many wil-
bearts were still left to discbarge the
wportant duties devolving upon this body.

'.‘m.-r.i._ E. Whitlock, from the Com-
©oul Streels, preseoted the folowing

¢mpowered Lo arbitrate the
Braver and 4. ¥, Wolf ve.

sud decide— firsf, whether it
sud second, 11 they find Lhat

refer the resolution to the Board of Police
Commissioners, Lost,

The motion to table the resolution was
then reconsidered, and the resolation passed
after all. So Mr, Gardoer will continue to
get his pay.

RESOLUTIONS, ETC.

By Mr. Whitlock: A joint resolution that
hereafter when soy street which is now
graded or may be hereafter graded, &c., shall
be done under section 25 of chapter 8 of the
city charter. Referred Lo the Committee on
Ordinances,

By the same : A resolution for report of
cost, &c., of all work on streets execept re-
pairs, which they recommend to be done
during the next twelve months, Referred.

By Mr, Newell: A resolution for the
grading of Twenty-third street from Vena-
ble to Marshall, Referred.

By Mr. Christisn : A resolution as to the
practicability of providing ap armory for the
First regiment, &c.  Referred. ]

By same: A resolution suthorizing the
Mavor to make 1 deed conveying a certain
lot of land pear Oskwood to the congrega-
tion of Beth Ababa, &e, Agreed to,

By Mr. Purcell: A resolution to repair
Twellth street at its intersection with Frank-
lin. Referred.

By same: A resolution as to what ex-
menses of the city can be curtailed, &c. Re-
ferred to the Committee on Retrenchwment
aod Reform.

Mr. Davis of Marshall Ward laid before
the Council & communication from the
Magor apnounciog the death of
R.owell, superintendeat of fire-alarm and
police-telegraph, &e

M. Davis sl presented a resolution cail-
ing ‘for an ordivuoce Lo reguilate electioa,
salary, &c., of supanimtendent of fire-slarm
and police-telegraph.

By $ir. Tower: A zesolution for am
amendment to the rules of the Councll, and
providisg for the printiog ot 150 eopies, &c.
Referred to Committee on Rules.

By Mr.R. H. Whi < A resoiition aux
tboring the Commitiee dn Fire-Aderm and
Police~Telegrapb to advertise for a superin-
tendent, &c, Tabled. ;
By Mr. Johpeon: A resolution fixiag one
dolisr apd s hull per day for’ cemetery
lsborers instead of one dollar, as al present.
Rejected,

Un motion of Mr. Pullism the Cousell
adjourned at 9 ¢’elock.

Quick  TiMe.~ihe fice three.masted
schooner Ellenors Vi Dueen, Captain God-
frey, which arrived st this port on Bunday
from Boston, made the -trip from wharl to
woarf in «Xactly four deys. Tbhis is ﬁ:p
bspe the best time ever @ude by & msiling

veusel betwoea (b two poris,

i

i

taken upand concurred in by the Commonsg

Mr, Jasaes | I

MAYORKEILEY’S ANNUAL
MESSAGE.

A REVIEW OF '!llé CPERATIONS OF
THE CITY GOVERNMENT DU.
RIXG THE PAST YEAR.

“ WE HAVE SOMETHING OF VALUE
TO SHOW FOR EVERY DOL-
LAR OF OUR DEBT.”

RICHMOND'S I:IEALTH

A SKEETCH OF THE CHARITIES AND
PRISONBS.

STREET IMPROVEMENTS.

THE MAYOR RECOMMENDS THAT THE
COMMITTEES ON STREET.), WATER, AND
GAS ACT IN CONCERT WHEN THE BED
OF A STREET I8 TO BE OPENZD-THE
GAS. FIRE, AND POLICE DEPARTMENTS—
THE PUBLIC SCHOOLE—~WHAT THE CON-
SERVATIVE PARTY HAS DONE FOR RIOH-
MOND—IMPORTANT RECOMMENDA-
TIONB—CONCLUSION, ETC., ETC.

As customarv on the first Monday in
March, Mayor Keiley sent in his annual mes
sage to the City Couneil yesterday evening
The full text of the document' will be found
below. The message will be printed and
bound in the Annual Reports:

Mayor? OFFICB,
Ricasoxp, March 1, 1876.

T> the Cily Council :

Gentlemen.—1 bave the hounor to traps-
mit herewith the reports of the heads of de-
partments of the city government for the
fiscal year ending Japuary 81, 1876; and,
conforming to the requirements of the cbar-
ter, beg to add such recommendstions. 88
geem to me of value. .
It is a subject of great satisfaction that T
may renew my claim of exceptional honesty,
faithfuiness, and capacity for the general'ad-
ministration of the city; and as it would be
my duoty to investigate and correct, if blame
was impetable, it is no less my duty to praise
where truth requires it. We are passing
throwgh & season of universal suspicionsness
and universal criticism of official conduct—
a period unhappily; also, whose widespread
corruption and dishoresty justifies this dis-
trust ; still, but in a single instance has there
been even a suggestion of maladmipistration
in Richmond, and an investigation, protract-
ed for weeks, to which the whole commu-
pity was invited to contribute by publicad-
vertiseruent, failed to fix upon any public
officer a solitary stain of fraud,-or warrant
the suspicion of the corrupt use of a: doliar
of the public funds by any psarty or ‘for any
purpose,

PINANCE.
The estimate of receipts for the year, ex-
clusive of the proceeds of bills payable and
the sale of bonds, was $982,015; the actnal
receipts, exclusive of those ltems, were
£092,915, The total jncome from all sources
was one million five hundred and twelve
thousand three hundred aod eighbty-seven
dollars (81,612,387) ; the total disbursements
(including bills pavable, $269,160, and the
new reservoir, $196,084) were one million
four hundred and eighty thousand five bun-
dred and ~eighty-eight dollars (§1,480,588),
leaving a treasury balance on band February
1, 1876, of 31,799, against which sundry un-
expended sppropriations ~and bills payable,
amounting to $17,930,are chargeable, making
the actual surplus carried over to the next
year $13,869. The total bonded debt Feb-
ruoary 1, 1875, was $4,289,727.97 ; issued
during the year, $257.600; deduct bonds
paid and cancelled, $64,782.50; pet increase,
2192 817.50 ; bonded debt February 1, 1876,
$4,482,545.47.
Under act of Assemly passed April 16,
1874, the city- is inbibited from Increasing
its debt beyond eighteen per cent. of the as-
gessed yalue of Its real estate, and all further
{ssues are declared void. The city assess;
ment of 1874 made the value of the real
estate of Richmond $29,166 979. In tbe fullof
last year an assessment was made, under State
law, sffixing the value at 229,003,646, and
the depreciation in tbe valueof real property
has been such during the last two years, that
many well-informed persons belieye this
estimate to be at least & million dollars too
high. But taking the State assessment to be
correct, the utmost limit of bond-issue will
be reached at $4,876,838. It should be our
constant care to recede from, rather than
approach, this maximum. A few years ago
a proposition to place a mortgage of eighteen
per eent. on all the realty of aoy city in tbe
Union would be looked on as the most
grevious oppression; but immediately after
the war an epidemic of municipal extraya-
gance broke out, and for the construction of
costly parke, magoificent, public buildings,
expensive pavements, and tbe like, A mu-
picipsl debt was created whose amount
is simply appalling. The total munici-
pal (city, town, and county) indebted.
pess of the United States in 1870 was
£328,244.520, To-day the aggregate debts of
the cities of New York, Philadelphia, Bos-
ton, Brooklyn, and Baluimore slone, surpass
this enormous sum by three milliocs ef dol-
lais, and the entire municipsl indebtedness
of the country at this time is over six hun-
dred miilions of dollais($600,000,000), asum
‘more than three times toe debt of the cities
of Esgland. It basrequired all the firmness
and conservatism of the best citizens of
Richmond kaviog charge of ber interests to
save ber from falling ioto this current, and
to restrict ber expenditures to works of ne-
cessity. We bave po costly parks, and need
pnone. We have the worst city ball in the
United Stater, and it serves its purpose, ney-
ertheless. We have no history of ruinous
experiments with shoddy pavement to record
and regret, and pay for. In a word, we
have somethiog of value to show for every
dollar of our debt, and, what is better, 8
wholesome public seotiment that uphoids
those who stand for ecouomy and retrench-
ment, Experience everywhere shows that
muoicipal extravagance pot only imposes
burdene, beavy now and to become intolera-
ble, but that it breeds knavery and enthrones
corruption. The public funds eorich a few
and debanch many, and the many are used
to maintain and enlarge the power of the

ew.

I believe we bave escaped these evils, and
hope we eball continue to avoid them.
As president of tbe Board of Commission-
ers of the Siaking Fund I forward my re-
port herewitb, It will be seen that we have
pald off duriag the past year the interest on
tbe public debt promptly as it tell due, and
paid up every matured bond of the city, and
have on hand, in cash, 826,121.04; in regis-
tered bonds, §20,200—total, $46.321.04.
The unpaid matured debt outstanding
February 1st was $11,100, and there will ma-
tuge dufing the 6sesl year but $12,650. The
Baard bave advertised that they will pay no
mese interest on the matured obligation, and
1 girected the Auditor to give personil no-
tice en the 1st of Janusry toail holiers who
were secessible. Up to January, 1881, the
Sioking Fund will easily meet all maturing
obligations and hdve & surplas to: belp iare-
tiriog the'Jarge bonded debt which wili then

The only floatiog debt of the city, strictly
g0 called, is pepresented by & note of $3,985.20
given for the eniargement of Seabrook’s

warehouse; which will matore in May, end is

the summer of 1874, its first redemption of
bonds being in July of thatyear, it paid off
up to Jinuary, 1876, past-due bonds smount-
ing to $70,645, snd during the month of
Januaryof this year 18,600, and is ready to
pay every matured bond of the eity, amount-
inﬁ_to $11,100 more, on presentation.

he steady improvement in the popu-
larity and price of our ‘securities. I8 largely
due to the confidence of the public that this
faond will be faithfolly accumulated and ad-
ministered, and more largely to the legisla-
tive restriction which limits the debt,

HEALTH. :

The Board of Heslth reports a more satis-
factory condition of the public health than
has been exhibited fer several years past, and
anticipates even better results in the fatare
from s Jarger kaowledge of bygienic princi-
pler; asd 2 more general conformity to by-
-gleniclaws. The following table of ststis-

“| ties, compiled from tbe reportsof the past

five years, will be found of -interest :

1871(1872|1873(1874|1875
BIMhS.uvuesiaen o0+ |1626/1776/1789|1899(1854
_——
Marriages—White..| 276| 825| 338/ 26
Colored.| 221| 242| 262 293 ?’gg
Total...oos eensnnanss| 487| 567| 690| 556{ 459
Death:—White...... 668| 814| 977| 72
Colo g84| 900[{1060 és;" 332
- LR R 1652/1714/208711591(15687

The table of still-births show the remark-
able fact that the proportion to the aggregate
birtbs is-one in nie smong the colored, one
in eighteen amobg the whites. It will be
observed, too,-that the eolored deaths are
largely out of proportion to the white deaths.
If the estimate of population made by the
Board of Health—to wit, whites 41,490,
blacka 81,146 —be correct, the death rate is
15.97 to each 1,000 of white populstion, and
29.68 to each 1,000 of black, or nearly twice
asgreat! The hardpess of the times is ex-
hibited in the declive in marriages, the num-
ber being less than for any year since the or-
geoization of the Board of Health,

The slarming mortality amoog infants
ghows po abatement, - Qut of 1,587 deaths
in 1875, 714, or forty-five per cent, of the
whole, were under three years of age! As
reforfr in sewerage, in ventilation, in the
arrangement and purification of the inoer
drainage of dwellings, and like appliances for
health, progresses, it is reasonable to suppose
that this Iarge mortality 1o & class which, by
reason of its - feebler constitution has the
least power.of resistiog disease, will abate,

1 concur in recommending the adoption- of
an ordinapce rigidty-excluding from the city
such maoufacturing enterprises as are ne-
cessarily prejudicial to the health or comfort
of the eomiunity, The noxious gases
evolved by the processes of a fertilizing mill
gometimes prove a nuisance to s whole neigh-
borbiood. More than once we have been com-
pelled, on this account, to dismiss the pupils
of the Bethel school, on Twentieth street;
and there are other parts of the city equally
disturbed. If the nuisanceis intelerable to
those who bave to pass but a few hours within
its raoge, it must be far worse to those
who are compelied to live constantly therein.
And while it is true that the remedy, by pre-
sentment, is open to the sufferers, It is rarely
that an individoal is willlog to undertake
the trouble and encounter the opposition of
such n course, An ordinance making it the

‘| duty of the Board of Health to present such

cases to the grand jury would, I have ne
doubt, effect the reform, and either banish
these establishments from the corporate
limits, or force them to deodorize thoroughly
Lheir materials,

The * policing?” of the streets -is . now
partly under the control of the City Eogi-
peer aod partly under the Board of Health.
1t should be under one management, and,both
because of the nature and’ purpose of the
work and because of the large demands on
the eogineer’s department, 1 think the
Board of Health should control it. In my
Jast message I called sttention to tbe trifling
and ineffective applisnces for excluding the
sewer gases from dwelling houses—=2n evil
the more grievous as we [ncrease the use of
interior water arrangements. This appliance
is simply a column of & few inches in height
jo a benttube, and its total inadeguacy i3
known to every housekeeper. Evils like this
the Board proposes to cure by an inspector
of buildinge, to whom all plans for erections
and improvements should be submitted, and
I do -mot- doubt that the appcintment of
such an offieer, whose compensation should
be exelusively furnished by fees from the
parties baving the work done, would prove
of great service to the city.

The freed om of the city from epidemics
was poteworthy, A melancholy exception
was furnished at the close of the year in the
appearance; of small-pox, imported from a0
interior county of the State, and of which
eight persons became the victims. Of these
six recovered, and owiog to prompt disin-
fection the further spread of the disease was
effectnally prevented. Tbe
tween the return of the Board of Healthand
that of the superintendent of the hospital as
to the number of victims isaccounted for by
the factthat-the heslth report concludes with
December §lst, while the report of the su-
perintendent closes with January 31st, and
there were four new cases in January.

It would be well if all the public reports
closed with the fiscal year.

CHARITY AND PRISONS.

The Almshouse.—The report of the super-
intendent is accompanied by the numerous
and interesting tables which are annually
furoished from tbat office, contalning a great
variety of valuable and fostruetive matter.,
The inmates cared for during *he year were
1,014 iz number—2n increase of 202 over the
preceding year. This increase is chiefly due
to the large sumber of transient inmates, or
tramps, who haye been cared for, amount-
iog to 158, :

The gross expenses of the year were $34,-
245 64, of which $5,111.43 were paid for con-
struction aod repiirs. The daily average of
inmates was 240, so that the annual cost of
esch inmate was $121.89, Tbe subsistence
account proper shows the cost of each in-
mate to bave been £47.22 per annum, or 8
fraction under thirteen cents per day,

I bave been much struck withh thggreat
disparity between tke death-rate of the co-
lors at thealmshonse, . During;the year-the
white inmates outnumbered the biscks
thirty-five, yet while the white deaths were
thirty~‘our the black deaths were 125, 1
satistied myself, so far a3 ipspection und the
questioning of tbe sick could satisfy me, that
this was not oceasioned by aoy difference of
food or_ any inattention to or neglect of the
colored  inmates, and on ioviting the atten:
tion of the pbysician in charge to the exces-
give mortality, learoed that he ascribed it :

old inmates in the colored almshouse, i
2. To the shockingly peglected condition
in which the colored paupe:s are gemerally

brought in.--- £ :
I thiok the followiog table, which I have

compiled from the official returns, will show
that the first cause can have little operation
on the result: -

1875. White | Black.
TOIDALCEe csnsss arrssssasanaasnssssssns| &4B | 418
Aamitte! under ive YERAMBuaisusane o 22 44
Admitted over ifty years,. —r i 79 78
Total 08utDS. ... cnrsessessss 85 | 125
Deaths under five years.... "] 19
Derths over Afty Years...oieeeeaioa:l 14 65

The admissiops under five and over filty
were 223, of which 43.3 per cent. were
whites snd 54.7 per cent. blacks. Io other
words, there was but little Inequality in the
admissions at these periods; bot the deaths
under five and over fifty weré 108, of which
18.5 per cent. were whites and 81.5 per cent.
biscks. Jno other words, there was but little
sctual or relative excess in'the young sud
old admissions of biscks, but there was &
vast disparity in the mortality of such as
were admitted, o :

1f, tben, elther of these causes explalas the
grest diffarence in the dsatb-rste it must be.

Emlda‘:l_ for out ef the Contingens Fund,
Ince the Binking Fond Wil in

the latter, - - :
“The efficlent eare and xesative abllily of

discrepancy be- | P8

1. To the excess of very yonng and very }

Captain Bigger and bis assistant, Captain W.

J. Kpps, their watchful attention to knd In-
telligent conception of their duties are ex-
bibited in the sdmirablé management, the
cleanliness, good order, economy, and me-
thod with which thealmshonse is conducted,
and the reasonable requirements of the in-
mates of such an Institotion are met,

Hospitals,~The hospital department of

the city corsis's of the Almshouse Infirmary,
the Smsll-Pox Hospital, and the use made
for the care of lunatics of the Church Instl-
tute. An invaluable adjunct of the Alms-
housz Iofirmary is the city ambulance, under
the control of the superintendent. An elec-
trical communication with the various sta-
tion-hous<a and the Western Union tele-
graph-ofiice enables the police to summon the
ambulance readily. It isalways accompanied
by a surgeon with the needful appliances for
immediate trestment, avd after receiving
sach attention ss i8 pessible and usefol on
the spot, the patient i8 taken to his destina-
tlon. The value of th's arrangement Is
shown by the fact thiat duriog the year the
ambulance wes summoned to and attended
106 ceses of sudden discase, wounds, acci-
dents, &e. ; of which 45 were thosz of par-
ties removed In it to the zlmshouse for for-
ther treatment, the remsainder being carried
by it to their homes.

Daring the year 419 patients were treated in
the hospital wards of the alms“onse, of which
186 were cured, 165 relieved, and 82 died ;
in sddition to which 365 cases were treated
in the common wards. Forty-two sorgical
operations were performed, 81 cases resulting
in cure and 7 in relief, the deatis being but
4—3 proportion highly creditable tottie skl
and care of tHe'physician in charge.

Besides this hospital relief, 5,328 prescrip-
tions ordered by practlsing physicir.ns have
been furnished from the eity dispensaries.

The City Hospital, whi¢h is only used for
infectious diseases, and practically only for
small-pox, was not opened during the year
until December, when four patients were re-
ceived, three white and oue black. In Jan-
pary four more, all biack, were admitted, Of
these- eight two died. The building is so
rarely waated that it is in no fit order for the
uses to which it Is devoted; but hereafter it
will be cared for systematically, and at little
expense.

By an arrangement entered into with Dr.
J. D, Moncure -in April of last year the
Church I[nstitute—an infirmary attacted to
the Medical College—bas undertaken the
charge of the insane of the city who cannot
be cared for atthe Btate asylums, or who
are awaiting admission therein. By the
contract made with Dr. Moncure these pa-
tients are cared for at the rate of five dollars
per day for five or any smaller number, and
seventy-five cents per day for each patient in
excesd of five. This matter was placed under
the charge of a commiitee of the Council
with directions to report monthly. I signed
the joint resolution adopting this plan with
reluctance, regarding the charge excessive,
and I am still of the same opinion.

Uoder authority of the law, the Judge of
the Hustings Court makes an allowance of
opedollar 8 day for these lunatics, and the
price paid under the peculiar form of our
contract is not less—an aggregate largely in
excess of the charge at any lunatic asylum
with which T am acquainted. Already we
have paid duriog the few months that this
plan has been in operation $1,331 on this ac-
count, and a like burden is borne nowhere
else in the Commonwesith. What mikes the
charge peculiarly excessive is the fact that
much the larger portion of this outlay is for
the care of imbeciles who require little medi-
cine, attention, or watehiog, and oo restraiot,
Twenty persons have been received in the
Institute and charged to the city, and of these
eight are still in the institution, whose ag-
gregate stay smounis to 1,060 daye, and
whose cost has been nearly, if not quite,
$1,000, As there i3 no bope of the cure of
some of them, snd as they are imbecies,
pot lumpatics, and therefore not receiva-
bie in the public asylums, this promises to be
a perpetual and heavy charge on the city.

1 recommend that an effort be made to se-
cure better terms for the ensuing year, and
failing that, that we undertske the care of the
imbeciles at least at the almshouse.

The large nomber of able-bodied paupers,
vagraots, and tramps which sougbtassistance
the past year enforces the recommendation I
have heretofore made, that some compalsory
labor be introduced at the almshouse. The
country is flooded with vagrants, the pro-
duct of the dullpess of business, and un-
happily there is little prospect of a apeedy
decrease, Among many worthy objects of
charity, there are not a few who choose beg-
ging as a substitute for work, and who are
more ready to stesl than labor. I bave bad
some of these arrested and put in the chaio-
gang, and those who are not dishonest but
merely lazy might be accommodated with
less degrading labor, to their own profit and
the relief of our citizens, at the almshouse,

BTREETS.

The total expenditure last year in this de-
rtment was $108,616—asum less by $727
than that of the year before. On street im-
provement proper the expenditure Wwis
$59,607.28, divided as follows: Marsball
Ward, 6 321.19; Jeffzrson Ward, 815,-
378.05 ; Madison Ward, $2783.27; Mouroe
Ward, $7,855.43; Clay Ward, $15,850.61;
Jackson Ward, $11,508.71. During the year
9,290 feet of sewers were builr, 47.178 yards
of gradiog, 82,301 yards of gravelliog, 11,-
495 square yards of granite guttering,
9978 feet of new curbstones. 7,432 equmare
yards of street paving, and 7,676 square yards
of macadamizing, besides a large amount of
repairs.

Thirteen
seven gquare yards

thoussnd four bundred and fifty-
of new brick pavement

have been laid agalnst 3,660 the year before—,

the great bulk of the paving of this year
being piid for by the property-owoers.
More than double the work of the year
before was done on sewers, and as large an
amouaot as heretofore on rk
the streets, which are in a better condition
than for several years past.

The City Enginéer renews his recommen-
dation ef the adoption of some general plan
of street improvement aod sewer arrange-
meat, and points to the considerations which
warrant this suggestion. 1 am persuaded
that the reluciauce to respond to the many
appeals which bave been made 1o this direc~
tion arlses— : i

the genersl work of

1. From an apprehension of the cost of

the proposed work.

2, From the fesr
sapposed superior claim migot be neglectedl,

Nelther seems to me well-founded. Take,
for exsmple, the matters of grade and
boundary of streets, wbich bave occasioped
more complaint and
als thap anythiog connected with the city
goverament since I have been amoog i'g
officers, and coosider st what little trouble
and expense the street boundaries could

thst other matters of

cost to private individu-

bave been santhoritatively fixed, and the.

street grades established and recorded ten
years sgo, Even now, what eonfusion and
outlay might be spared if s  grade line
could be adopted for the upgraded streets,
and marked at tne corner in some suitavle
and lasting manper, and the ‘true boundary
Jine simiarly autbenticated. Nor do I
tbink she second objection more plausible.
So far from obstrucung, it would facilitate
every projected fmprovement to have
wuy prepared, and the data oa record, for
tonformiag it to a geoeral plam, -which
would embrace the entire section in which
it was to he located. A comprehensive snd
matured plan to work by, does not invoive
the need of immedmte and costly work.

- Amou the projected improvements in the

the

maiter of ‘public thoroughfares I “koow of

noné of greater yaine than a proposed ave-
pue erossing Broad street between Trinity
charch and the Beilevue scbool, aod follow-
ipg 10 8 northeasterly direction the line of
the Valley tothe pliteau which forms the
B eer Mgl oy of Bichmond 10
be Lo| y ol mo
divides Courch lll:g‘ Usion Hilis (rom the
weatern part of the city that ibeir peo

ple { it seems unfir thal

form, substantislly, two commuailies. Such

80 ayenue would opep &

Ing aad bu_uﬂ!nl_ pnr_tof'nlehmnd

w g

i

the comstruction of & street-rallway thereon ;
would greatly enbancethe valae of property
on both margine ; would ntilize & succession
of worthless hillsldes; would greatly facili-
tate communication between the two sec-
tions of Richmord, and would afford to the
e v o oy pocaty
» W 8 iar d

rable, The cost of the ’wnaa.rucuui:’;hould
be borpe in part by the property Immedi-
ately benefited, and in this connection I
submit to the Council the propriety of
sdopling some general system by which
1mpr?vemen:; of an extensive -character
may in part be charged to the properiy pe-
cullarly benefited. The daullf could n%%,
of course, be expected bere; but it seews to
me that on.the application ol a fixed propor-
tion of property-holders in number and
value, and on the approval-of the Councilor
the Committee on Streets, jmprovement
bonds, redeemable from a fund gssessed on
the property benefited, might safely be is-
sued for the whole or & portion of the cost of
makiog any improvement. It cannot be dif-
ficult to frame an ordinance for this purpose
which would have ample guaranties against
an oppression of the citizen, and at the same
time would secure most valuable results to
the publie, as well as to the improved peigh- ¢
borhood. I thiok it must be apparent that
the time hes come when general taxation
will not suffice for the street improvement of
Richmond. I bave earpestly urged this un-
populer view in several communications to
the Council, and believe that its propriety

| will .yet be geverally ackoowledged. Al-

ready, the principle has been adopted in the
matter of culverts and sidewalks,and it most
ultimately bave a wider application. All
that is- needed is to make that application
gradually, and with & cautious regard to the
ability of the people to bear theassessmenis.
A city’s beauty or convenience would be
dearly purchased by the genersl oppression
of its citizens, Cities are made for men, not
men for cities.

Another recommendation which I beg to
renew is the adopting of some plan by which
the Gas, Water, and Street Committees can
act in concert when the bed of a street 15 to
be opened by either. It wounldbe well also
if_the city would-when laying-water= or gas-
pipes, or sewers, lay it8 conpections at once
to the line of the corbstone, and by this
means iosure the recadway from continual
disturbance-as each house makes its connec-
tions. It would be an additional convenience
and & bardship to no one, if property-owners
were required to make the house-connections
at the same time, and thus at-once restore
the sidewalk and road-bed.

THE GAS WORKS,

1 am glad to be able again to commend the
excellent management, the economy, effi-
clency, and satisfactory results of this de-
partment of public adminietration.

The consumption of gas during the year
amounted to 77,139,402 cublic feet—an in-
crease of nearly 3,000,000 feet over the year
before, of which one million four bundred
thousand represents an increage im public
use. This enlarged production was realized
from the consumption of 11,610 bushels less
of coal than the precediog year—a resnlt due
partly to more effective carbonmization, but
largely to the superior richness of the coal,
Forty-two public lamps have been added
during the year, and four thousand two huo-
dred and fifty-four feet of mains laid, making
tbe total length of mains ab present amount
to forty-four miles one thousand and sixty-
four feet. Thetotal receip's were $181.708—
a sum $5.300 in excess of the estimate for the
year., The gross expepses were $134,678.
The cash profit was $47,025, to whict*add
the value of the gag, consumed by the clty
at consumers’ rates, and the aggregate
profit of the works will be found
to be $906,508. This satisfactory ex-
hibit justitied, in tbe judgment of the
committee, a reduction in the charge for gas,
and, as the Council i3 already aware, the same
has been reduced to $2.50 per thousend feet.
During the year sundry’ improvements have
been made at the works, the simplest buot
‘most uséful of which is a process for utiliz-

ing the gas-tar as fuel, Costly pstented ap-

pliances are used elsewhare for this purpose ;
but we have found an arrangement not more
intricite than a closed tank and a few feet of
piping adequate to the end, and an almost
valueless material has thus been converted
into valuable fuel, to the saving of probably
twenty-five per cent. on the cost of this item
of the expense account.

The works are in excellent order. Atthe
upper works advantage has been taken of the
dull times and low price of labor to accumu-
late a large stock of material at low figures,
and a much larger proportion of both manu-
facture and repair is accomplished there than
heretofore. Attention is called by the su.
perintendent to the bad condition of the
holders at these works, which have been fre-
quently patched and now require constant
watching, It will be necessary at an early
day to replace at least ome of them, and
probably, with the large holder at
the lower works, one would suffice.
1f it should be necessery fo substitute &
pew ope, I suggest that it be located at he
lower works, with tbe purpose, Which I
think should always be kept in view, of con-
golidating this whole department eventoaily
at that poiot,

At the lower works a new office is mani-
festly required. The preseot building is an
old and very contracted dwelling-house, sud
was never fit for its present use, The seve-
ral wooden sneds at the works should also
pe substituted at as early & day as possible
by more substantisl struetures, th for con-
venient use, and in order to diminish the risk
of fire. .

During the yesr a number of intelligent
citizens, many of them experts, have visited
our works, and their testimony has unani-
mously confirmed our estimate of the econ-,
omy, efficiency, and excellent results of tbis
department. 'f‘be purity sod bigh illumi-
pating power of the gas bave been muin-
tained and even improved. The illumi-

burner averaged duriog the year 1874 14.6
cipdies ; during 1875, 16.36 candles, Com-
plaints have occasionally been made of the
irregularity o tbe retaro of tbe melers;
and _ the citizens should know that tbe city
undertakes to test any meter suspected of
ipac-uracy by a simple and recognized stand-
ard inthe presence of the consumery if he
desires it.

The inspector’s departmen, a8 well as the
operative branch of the works, deserves high
praise for the fsithfuloess and courtesy wilh
which its work bas been done. -

FIRE.

The anousal report of the Chief' Eogineer
of the Fire Department makes 8 gatiglactory
presentation of .the condition and service of
the force noder his eharge, During the year
the department was called «out’ more fre-
quently than for many years - past, but the
average of 10%s was o trifling that the total
foots us but 248 030; on which there was an
fosurance of §37,363. ; ;

I repew my recommendation ‘of last year
that tbe eogine-house .of Company D be
.surrendered to the police of the Third dis-
trict, end new and switable quarters provided
for that efficient company. No one cin in-
gpect the house Withouta coaviction of its
total upfitoess for its purpose, tofay nothing
of tbe impropriety of crowding the police
apd firemen io 8 space 8o msgifestly inade-
quate to sfford them aoy comfort. Jo add t on
to thrse considerations, heretofoie presents
ed, 1 desire to call attention to the necessity
of & Better diatribution of the epgine-houses,
for which tbe proposed change ¢fferd, In pert,

two bose companles; sud these copstifute

ers and both of the hook-aad-indde

on or witkin

either ' direct) ! i :
When we reeall the valoe

a few yurds of it.

‘wholé Fire

d oo 2.

almoat th
‘Department shouid thus be. ph
singie street, and that a_stroes.

fewer fires oocur

&

éral scoos, o & grade which would fnvite |

{ pared a  bill,

pating capacity of our gus from a four-foot | €

an opportunity, =~ We bave fourstesmer Com-
pmlgs, two hook-and-lsdder qug‘:r , and big

our entire force. Now, three of*the stesm. |

‘of moments in the early staged of exery fire, |

A lot at & ressonable- : A .
chesed t‘h'n the mm et M could be pur-
roe or the contignous part J grtion i
company, which wouid give needed protec-
tion to that vaiusble and W#ﬁmmﬁ

the city. it Yo R
The wﬂo:ror‘.;mde-
by less than thisty

/The sppropriation of
pirtment was exceeded
dollars, S :
-1 may remark that the force is as onspicus
ous for-its sobriety and: good.eonduct as for
its fidelity o the discbarge of-its duties.;
During the year s new steamer bas been

purchased snd s large hosg-car with
800 feet of hose, completing “the
of Compavy: F'; sud a-comniodious sngine-
house erectéd on Main between Twestioth:
sud Tweniy.first streets for Company C—
the only approximaticn to » engine-
bousein the elty,” =~
The report of the Chief of “Poliee pre-
sents the usnal ‘statistics’ frotd’ that- depeid-~
ment, to which is added aitabje s
:nmjty of t;t: oﬁehu: and men ; n“i
t appears that o 18, seventy-five_sre
natives of the Unlud%'sudtgm of all
foreign countries, Of the natives of the

proportion of natives without example
the police bistory of the United States. The
other tables exhibit a gratifying improve-
ment i the ‘matter of mmum;g the
year, especislly from sickness. ' 101874 the
loss was eleven humdred -and fificen days:;
the logs of 18756 was but six. hundred and
eighteen days—a difference of peatly five
bundred days. in favor of 1875, The loss
from suspensions was notably less; that for
1874 belog ove hundred aod twely
The tabls
5,620,

while for 1875 it was but'sixty.
of nra’eata-shom man of o tlb;?
{ng 605 less than the precediog year, _this
agzregate, 1,608 were for agsault sud fightivg,
1,801 for drunkenness and disorderly beha-
yior, and 684 for " larceny ; tbese forms of
crime furnishing 4,088 of the 5,620 cases.

The general good order and. absenee of
crimes of & heinous character.are circum.
stances to which every citizen of Riche
mond must recur with satisfaction. A come-
parison of reports from many :cities of the
Union vindicates the claim I havé made
more than once ;in previous messages, that
Ricpmond, relstively to its population, is
the most peaceful and orderly city in the
country. No small portion of this praise
redounds to the credit of the police, who are
8 faithful, sober, honest, and. self-respecting .
body of men, discharging, with rare excep-
tions, their responsible duties with™ great
diligence  and moderation, and unusually
free irom the vices which elsewhere seem
inseparable from this occupation.

The police: commissioners. have “dgi
endeayored to raise the standard of effl.
clency by as careful an inguiry lato the
character of applicants as’ was possible, and
by sn incressingly rigid emforcement of
‘regulations; sad I believe that, both through
accession and dismissal, the force bas been
decidedly improved dorlog the year.

THE POLICE COURT.

The Police Justice bas, at my request, fur-
pished in compact form & statement of the
work of bis office during the year, showing
the number of criminal cases disposed of to
have been 5,288, of which 497 were felonieg,
Besides these, 1,837 cases of violations of
ordinsnces were heard. The cigll trials of
the court are estimated at 2,600 during the
vear, or 50 each week—a very low estimate,

i

I am satisfled. I respectfully submit
to the Council the recommendatlons
of this intelligent and faithful officer

respecting the punishment of juvenile
offenders—a subject in which I have
endesvored frequently during  the past
two years to enlist the interest of the
General Assembly. M the finances of the
Commonwesalth would sllow I have every
reason to belleve the project of a state houce
of correction would:meet with’ & geperal
gupport from the Legislature now, and ka
not without hofx-. tbat a continued presenta-
tion of the value and feasibility of such a
scheme will yet result in convincing that
body at an early session that there is economy
as well a8 humanity in such a means of pune
ishment for young criminals, .
PUBLIC 8CHOOLS, Tigy
The report of the superiotendent for the
year ending Juoe, 1875, and the mouthly
reports regularly made to the Board, exhibit
a sitisfactory progress in this depariment.
Already the High-School, though only in
the third year of its existence, justifies the
wisdom of the Council in providing for It, 3
fifteen of the teachers in our syatem—a
among them some of the most promising—
are graduates of that school. e .
Last spring, in pursuance of a8 purpoie
long entertained, I undertook to procure for
the city the valusble property of the Rich«
mond Educationsl Associat on, on Twelfth
street, kpown. as the Cclored Normal
School. After repeated communications
with the autborities of that society the
terms were fioally arranged, and I pre-
which bhas already
the Assembly and received the Governor’s
approval, under which this valuable property
will be transferred to the city without price,
in & fow weeks, the oply consideration subs’
stantially belog its maintenance 34 a colored
school, . This transfer, I haye every reason
to believe, will more effectually, carry outthe
intention of the present owopers of the pros.
perty, while adding to._the schools . coatly,
structure sod much needed room, .

As lool?
as tbe city finances will admit Jarger sctipol ,

sccommodations will bave to beé pravided,
eapecially in the extreme wesiera part.of Lhe
city, theé schools in tbatquarter being greatly,
crowded ; but for the present we Mmnsi @D
deavor to put Op with temporary atzavges
ments. The scbool sge under the Cohstifa-.
tion is from five to twenty-one years,apd our.
rades have been arraoged with someé refo.»
eoce to this broad limit. . -
Experience bas shown that )
advantsgeovsly diminjsbed, and s reduction
has been made uatil the grades, e Iye of ;.
the High-Sctool, number niue, . Io otber
words, s cbild of moderate capagity eatering
the lowest grade at five years. ought 1o .ba .
prepared for the High-
Daring the currest year we expect
this still further.. Provislon. 8 gsde
vanciog urgot sebolsre, 0oL ovdy at the end,
but {a the middle of each session, by painters
mediate examination ; after which the mors,
| clever are promoted, the uniform belog
to advance the child, po matier what becomes .
of tbe class. T o Ay
Considering the large number daily taught,
I believe the resulis are as satigaetory and.

the complaints as few as could be expected, « -
average dally, .

Duriog the last session the
attendance was ; White,2,481; colored, 1,427
Whlte, 2,228 cologed, 1,367—30

te 3 COJOK —12 "
lncreu'e 10 d’nily attendance of
Not the least interesting festure.

i the bigh

rate of dally attendsoce, which was 85.5.pex

these may bo, -

at fogrieen;. . .
mude for 8=

of the preceding year . m-“

cent.—an. increase of veatly twosadahsll

¥E i

per cent, over the year before.. -
WATER,

The total expesditure of 'the water de-
partment durisg the “year was $254 808, of *
od account of the pew *
tota}' revenues ‘were §60,5°

which $195,421 was
reseryoir. ‘The
551 42—an’ average ‘ol
cen's per annum Lo each
much less than the :

about ol
‘al
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