*'We do not overrate the |

.. that.has come from Washington-eity since

18 E"umgm \

: mportauce of th
news from Washington' wunounced ja this:
paper yestorday morning when we declare

© thatit fs more important than. suy other

mw It i& tantamount to the deliverance
"ot the republic from usurpation and force,’

© that hectoring tyran ¢
“ the delight of the Federal Executive,

."ing
- Presi

. govern the land.
..vulgar,
- ke & man
. ture may be attributed to

and the assertion that opinlon and law must
In.this poriod of riotous,:
and. impudent usurpation it comes.
ifestation whose  bencficent na-

Qianship which cares for the natiods.
What does it do? .
First and best of all, it closes the door to

ny which seems to be

.Shall

wenot hope that it is thus ended? -Presi-

dent GRANT is informed that his scrvicesare
not wanted; and at the coremony of count-
the electoral vote and deciding who i3
dent he -is not invited to he present ; |

. and furthermore, that the’question is to be
* gettled without his aid, and to his utter ex-

" clusion.

Sccondly, the adoption ort-l;g compromise
of settling points In dispute betiyeen the

" two houses of Congress by a tribunal emi-

" pent for legal learning, experience, and

public fame, assures the people that law and
civil authority are yet supreme, and that the
public liberties are not left to the discretion

-~ and the mercy of usurpation and military

force. Such an assursnce at such a time i3
a deliverance to the people that has the cha-
Tacteristics of benignity and goodness that
look divine.

We feel far more satisfaction than welhave
felt since the hypoeritical orders of the
usurper concerning the ¢ count” were
issued to General AvuGur. At that instant
we foretold what followed: The counting
for Bayes of the three southern States by

_ fraud, backed by the force placed for the
. purpose of such backing, by the Federal

Executive, It seemed that thig process was
to be followed 1uto the very halls of Con-
gress, and until now there has been no ap-
parent good reason to belicve that the na-
tion would escape so great an outrage upon
republican freedom and the Constitution.
- The first impulse of the Radical party was
to usurp the counting of the presidential
vote through the president pro fem. ot the
Senate. It was found difficult to carry
" that form of conspiracy through. Then
it ‘was clearly determined that a disa-
grecment between tbe Scoate « and
House leing  inevitable, the right
of the House to elect a President in view of
the failure to elect beeause of this disagree-
ment should be firmly denied. And should
" the House elect -under that condition of
thinze, undoubtedly President: GRANT
~would by force have prevented the inaugu-
.ration of the man so elected; and there-
upon he would have put the president pro
tempore into the presidential chair, there to
remain until a new election eould be had.
This he has proclsimed himself; and this
_much we are bound to conclude he would
‘have done, and how much more or worse
‘we could not foretell, and whatever it
might be may God forefend us Irom it.
Now, if the people of the United States,
_wearied with the abuses and tyrannies of
sixteen years, had come to the determina-
‘tion that they would wrest their Govern-

ament foreibly from'the hands of usurpation |

and fraud, and all manner of corruption, it
might be better to permit things to go en—
to allow the representatives of the people to
perform their entire duty, and to announce
to the nation the Chief Magistrate-elect, and
to bring proceedings to the exact point
where the collision between the peogfe and
the -usurper should take place. But
are the people ready for this? We believe
nof. Yet weare not oursclves ready to talk
abount war, and about what leaders may take
the field in the event of war and all that. It
is not wise to enter npon speculation about
80 serious a matter. It istoosolemn for idle
conjecture—too terrible not to be avoided.
Still there are worse things in the body po-
litic than war. Happily, both usurpation
and war may, and, God be thanked, thereis
every reason to believe, will be avoided.
- The peril has been the gravest—{ar graver
than people generally seemed®to be aware
of; and this it i8 which makes us hail the
compromise with sincere joy. We do not
doubt that it will be adopted by Congress.
It cannot be rejected by either house. The
party that defeats it will be placed to the
greatest possible disadvantage before the
world.
The exact provisions of the compromise
will be known soon. ‘We are content with
it as it is understood upon very reliable au-
thoritles. The shades of difference appear-
ing in different versions are not at all mate-
rial. “iibe compromise—based on Constitu-
tion and law and civil usage—leaves the re-
sult as to who will be proclaimed President
in doubt, and for this chiefly it was adopt-
ed. No plan that would certainly elect T1r~
DEN or HavEs could have been adopted.
The compromise being entirely consistent
with our republican institutions—meaintain-
ing the supremacy of opinion over force—
must command the confidence and respect
of the nation. Therefore, whether the
judgments of the advisory body lead
to the = declared election of TILDEN
or Haives, the end will command
the general acquiescence of the mation.
Happy indeed should we all be in either
event to bave escaped altogether the inter-
vention of force and violence. Whatacom-
parison does a peaceful solution after this
manner bear to the ceremony of the inangu-
ration of a President under the will of a
military dictator, with sccompsniment of
military appearances and military directions,
and even the little finger of the ‘“corporal
of the guard”? becoming larger than the
whole -body “of the presiding officer of

lic liberty -survives = the ~fearful . trials;
through which- it' has passed: ' The-other
would shiow 1s that public liberty was dead,
and that thé natibnal power had become
centred in the hands.of the commander
the ariny and navy.of, the United Btates, °
- Wsdwm«m e public blessing

vouehsated through this-compromise. We

=

Are sure. it will .be

 conspiracy show that the R
prowled awhile aroun
eopold ‘fu’ Noxth Caroliod.” V.

that divine guar-|}
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Chandler's Villaity and Disgrace:=*
_Is there a man {n- tho: 1snd who doesnot.
foel ashamod that there is in his couttry a
Cabinet ‘offfieer of the Government wWho
‘sould b Fullty"ot such deeds us those per-
petrated by CHANDLERT Opposed ay We are,
outand out, to the‘corrupt and vindlctive
policy of the Gri¥T administration, we are
pained to seo o member of even the GRANT
Cabinent presented before the world fu the
«disgraceful- plight now worn by the Mich-
gan partism. How' offensively  roiten is
the whole syztem of Republican manage-
ment of the presidential election inthesub-
jected southern:Btates! : Bhould ‘elections
and counts’ under such appliadces be eon-

slaered for 4 motent a8 yald? _,

U, InExtremis. . 1 i el
.. May we not consider CEANDLER'S electric
messages a3 despefate Temedics for parn-
Iyzed Radicalism? Bloctricity is the last
resort of hopéful friends who seek, to pro-
long the, Iite . of the .paralytic patient, and
CraNDLER hurried the fluid from the‘centre
to the extremities to recall to life the Inert
limbs of the rapidly-a¥piring Radical mon-
ster. CuaxpLEr Ludly appreciated the eriti-
cal situation, and perhaps -applied the most:
avsilable palliatives :But it was'only a pal-
lative. The¢ monster must die; and every-
body will damn the. quack ywho sought by
imposition to prolong bia life, ..
Pemnsyivania.
In the ‘leading editorial . of yesterday’s
Dispatch there were typograpliical errors
as to the population voting on’the presiden-
tial election and the. Republican majority.
It should have been stated thatin the ag-
gregate vote of ‘about 700,000, with all the
frauds of the Republican party, only about
17,000 majority waa given to HAYES,

General EArLY has pulished in theLynch-
burg Virginian an able article intended to
show that under ‘one of the amendments 1o
the Constitution which were recently rati-
fied® all persons who have ever been cor-
victed of petty larceny are disfranchised. He
has almiost convinced us. The only point
in the case mmounts to'this: «“Is the
amendment an ez-post. facto law ?”’

Thirteen-of the' ablest 'lawyers in Con-
gress report an unconstifutional measure!
Hardly. CONELING, HoAx, PAYNE, HUNTOY,
SPRINGER, BAYARD, THURMAN, HEWITT, back-
ed by Chief-Justice MarsEALL, ought to be
accepted as pretty good authority’ on con-
stitutional questiona.

The speeches of Senators Jomxsox and
WiTHERS concerning the sending of troops
to Virginia'last fall to'control elections were
both able ones, ‘and highly creditable to the
gpeakers and to their State.. They are re-
ported in {full in the Congressional Iiecord.

We are indebted to Benator WTrgess for
<«Memorial Addresse on’the Life and Chax-
racter of ANDREW JOHNSON, delivered. on
June 12, 1876.”. Ilandsomely printed and
neatly bound. )i

- GENERAL ASRUBLY OF VIRGNA.

THURSDAY, January 18, 1877,
. ... SENATE. Lo

Senate met at 12 M,~Lieutenant-Governor
THoMAS presiding.; Prayer by-Rev. Dr.
Charles H. ‘Read, :of the .Presbyterian
Church, . ¥ .

REPORTED FROM COMMITTEES.'

By Mr. HERNDON (from the Committee on
Courts of " Justice):' House bill to amend
section 17 of chapter 178 of the Code, in re4
lation to limitation to ‘appeals (with amend-
ments). S : '

By Mr. NEwBERRY (from the Committee
-on General Laws): House bill'in relation to
repairing, improving, and ‘rebuilding the
bridges in Fairfax ‘county. : AL

COMMITTEE OF CONFERENCE, | ,

_The Senate concurred in House resolu-

tion appointing &, committee of conference

to take into consideration the disagreement

upon House DLill in relation to curators of
colleges. e ;

_ PRESENTED AND REFERRED, , i
By Mr. Warp: Bill to amend section’28
of chapter 181 qf acte of 1874-'5, in fela-
tion to working and . keeping in order the
roads of the State. it syeat o e

By Mr. Leg; Bill to incorporate thetown'
of McEenzie, in Fairfax county, '

By Mr. CrrrcEER : Bill to provide for the
working of .convicts upon the railroad of
the Royal Land Company.

By Mr. JounsoN: Bill to authorize the:
Sidney Methodist church to sell property
and bOrrow mMoney. . v . . Loieeieo

By same: Bill to authorize circuit: courts
to grant charters of corporation.

By the same.: Bill to regulate un
of text-books.: ool

By Mr; GRIMSLEY :.Bill to amend section
1 of the Code in relation to the State’s in-
terest in the'Thornton’s-Gap Turnpike Com-
pany. TR :

By Mr. SLEMp : Bill for'the relief of J. D.
Frazer, of Wise county. "

By Mr. Crark ;' Bill for the relief of V.
K. Alexander. '+ ? ? t
g '‘ sPENITENTIARY 'GUARDS.

. On motion of Mr. MaRSHALL, the Super-
intendent of the Penitentiary, or acting
g,l;permteudent, was required to report to

e Senate how many disabled soldiers are
employed as guards "at the penitentiary,
and if one half of that duty cannot be per-
forined b{ such persons without detriment
to the public service, ¥ e
: ‘MEETING. OF SUPERVISORS,

"On motion.of Mr. WarD, House bill to
amend sections 8, 6, and 7 of chapter 270 of
the acts of 1874-'5, changing the .time of
meetling of :the  boprd of supervisors from:
December to November, was;taken up. :
.. Messrs. PENN, MOPFATT, and;GRIMELEY
.opposed the ,change:.in fhe. present-law. ag
‘useless and unwise. . Messrs.: WARD,: SMiTH;
‘and GAYLE favored ib. . o0 i pcls
*_The bill was Isid on the table until. to-day.
(FﬂdﬂS’)- (32154 o TR L LR B 13 S
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HOUSE OF DELEGATES. -
“~piayer by Hev. Thotmas L. Presten, D. D.,
of the First Presbyterian churehs: =~
A nunber of Senate bills’ were readand
referred to appropriate committees.

HOUSE ' BILLS REPORTED 'PROM COMMITTEES,
“ From the Committee_for Courty of Jus-
tice: To amend and reénact the act ap-
proved December 10,'1874; to amend znd
reénact the 6th section of chapter 134, acts
ol ‘1874, n relation to the times. of holdin
the “¢ircuit courts of the g!xteenth judiel
circuit; to' smend;and reénact sections 11
and 12-of- the -Code of Virginia, providing
for- recordation’ of fiduciary décounts; to
amend and reénact section 9 of an act
passed 24th of March, 1848,"in reference to
the Lynchburg and' Tennessee Railroad
Company; to amend’ and reénact section 1
of an nct approved February 17, 1874, for
the relief of sheriffs in the service of civil
process ‘of *other counties than the one in
which they ‘reside, with the recommenda-
tion that it do not pass; to authorize and
empower John W. Peyton, one of the trus-
tees of the Front ‘Royal 'school district, to
executo a lease, &c., upon cortain property ;
to amend sections 20, 21, and 22 of chapter
196 of the Code in regar& to conservators of
the peace at watering-places; to give a lienr
upon goods' to ‘merchants’ 'or shippers’
clerks and salesmen ; giving the consent of
‘this State: to the purchase by'the United
States to certain’ lands now used, and to be
used, as military cemeteries, éxempting the
game from taxation, and'ceding certain ju-
risdiction over the same to the United States.

The Committee on Agriculture and
Mining reported it inexpedient to legislate
on the subiect of processioners to re-mark’
the boundaries of lands in the Common-
wealth. ;

The Committee ‘on Retrenchment and
Economy reported that it was ihexpedient
to abolish the office of Superintendent of
Public Printing. Agreed to.

PRESENTED AND REFERRED. .

By Mr. Cox (to the Committee on Finance) :
A bill for the relief of Rithard Rouzie, late
treasurer of Essex county. . y

By Mr. ArTAUR (to the Committee on
Propositions, &c.): A Dbill to incorporate
the Mutual Home Association, of Lynch-.

burg.

By Mr.
culture, &c.):
gheep in Augusta county. )

By Mr. CLAY : A resolution for a commit~
tee of five to investigate the mode and man-
ner of keeping accounts, books, &c., in the
Treasurer’s office and; oflice of Auditor of
Public Accounts, the amount of labor per-
formed by the clerks, and the time em-

ployed by the clerks, &c. Agreed. to.

By Mr. TaLiarerro of Gloucester (to the
Committee on Finance): Petition i James.
W. Roberts, >1 Gloucester county, praying-
that # tine imposed on him may be remit-
ted. 57 $ism

By Mr. ALLEN (to .the .Committee for
Courts, &c.): A bill to amend section 16 of
chapter 128 of the Code, with reference to
honds of fiduciaries.

By Mr. McDANNALD, (to the Committee on
Constitutional Amendments): A Dbill pro-
posing an amendment to the 1st section of
article 7 of the Constitution. ")

By Mr.. HupARD (to.the. C8mmittee for
Courts, &e.): A bill to quiet titles of de-
linguent lands sold under act of 2d of April,
1873, and to repeal go much of the act of
28th April, 1874, as provides additional sec-
tions (38 and 89) for chapter 38 of the Code of
18598, ! - a0

. By Mr. HogNNIGER (to the Committee for
Courts): A joint resolution declaring it
unconstitutional for the General Assembly
to grant charters named in sections 59 and
62 of chapter 57 of the Code of 1875.

By Mr. WitcugR (to the Committee on Fi-
nance): A resolution for printing a state-
| ment of the entire debtof the State, &c.

/' 'CRIMINAL EXPENSES,

The SpeAEER laid before the House a com-
munication from the Auditor of Public Ac-
counts giving a statement of the expenses
incurred in

S O 1

Cra1G (to the Committee on Agri-
A bill for the protection of

the trangportation of convicts
from the jails of the several counties, &c.;
‘which wad ordered to be printed.

STATE BONDS.

. The SPEAKER laid before the House a com-
munication from the Auditor of Public Ac-
counts in response to a resolution for the
amount bonds of ecvery description
whatever listed in the various counties,
cities, -and ‘towns of the State in 1876,
whether dueé or not- from debtors residing
in or out of the State. ‘The tofalamount of
bonds is $25,078,948.15.

Laid on the table and ordered to be
printed. '

THE REAPPORTIONMENT QUESTION.

At the hour of 1 o’clock the SPEAKER an-
nounced that the special order—viz., the re-
‘port of the Committee for Courts of Justice
in relation to refipportionment of the State
for senators and representativt-:s—,—wguld be
taken up. , ;

Mr. TALIAFERRO, of Gloucester, presented
a substitute; which, on his motion, was or-
dered to be printed, and the bill and substi-
tute postponed until to-morrqw. ,

' WORK'ASSIGNED TO CLERKS.
. The Speaxzx laid-before the House com-
munications  from the Auditor of Public
Accounts and Treasurer transmitting state-
ments of the work ‘assigned to and: per-
formed.by each clerk in: his respective dé-
partment,-and. the salary swhich each re-
- ceives, dse. 3. which, on motion, was laid on

_the table and orgered to be printed.
THE 'ANTI-DUELLING LAW. * = -

House bill for the relief of persons dis-
qualified by reason of sending or accept-
ing a challenge, &c., was taken up,- and, on
motion of Mr. PorPuAM, dismissed.

Mr. Gorpox now introduced a'bill for the
relief of the political disabilities ol James
Barboar, of Culpepericounty, and moved to
suspend the rules and put the bill on the
calendar. . Agreed to. ! :

- The rules were suspended, and the bill
ordered to be read a second time by a-vote
of yeas 100, noes13. ° '

Motions were made to- amend the bill by
adding’ the nnmes of Alexander' D. Payne,
of Loudounj John 8. Mosby, of/ Fauquier;
William R. 'i‘rigg, of Richmond; and Wil-
liam L. Royalf, of Richmond. Y

The names ‘of ‘Messrs. Trigg 'and -Royall
‘were iithdrawn, ‘alter = protracted discus-
¢ - Mr. LaMEiNmoved to commit the bill to the
Comnmittée for Courts of Justice. Rejected.
i ©On the question-of agreeing ‘to theé addi-
ition of Mr. Mosby’s name'theayes and noes
‘were taken, and the motion agreed-to—ayes,
885! noﬁe&&.:-m.:. AT AL R
i My ¥  moved- to- add the 'name - ‘of
Jobn: J.'Wise. ~Agreed to: " i . t
WuR. Trigg, 6t Richmond. Agreedto. -
: oThenames of W.'L. Royil, Joim'S. Mere-

ith, E, C. Venblé, ¥, C. A;'Kellam,' J. H.

SAndrew, B M Lowe)'and Dr. - J, 8. D,

S g s

_ On motion o Mr. LAGY, the'fiame of W.
Page McCarty was added to'tlié'bil; and on’
the question of ordering it to its engross-’
ment the ayes'and noes were tikien, an'd'the
bill'orderéd to be engrogsed by the follow-

ingvoteti i)
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A Commiu . Fifteen to Penl with
/< the Dispuied Polints.

" Below will be found in full the bill re-

ported by Ittee for the

rangement of the troublesome question of

‘the electoral count.

In view of the great national interests at
stake, and the Intense excitement tbrough-
out the country, this measure, which affords
promise of effecting a fair and satisfactory
gettlement of the threatening difficulty, muy
be looked upon as perhaps the most import-
ant paper ‘ever. presented in the American
Congress, . ; 2 sl
A BILL to provide for and regulate the count-

ing of.votes for Presidentund Vice-Presi-

dent, and the decision of questions arising
thereon, for the term commencing March
.4, A. D.1871. - SIYAE de

Be it enacted, dc., That the Senate: and-
House of Representatives shall meetin the,
hall of the House of ‘Representatives at the
hour of 1 o’clock post meridian on the first
Thursday in February, A. D.1877; and the
o Senate shall’ be their pre-
siding officer. Two tellers shall be pre-
viousﬁy -appointed ..on the ' part of ‘the
Senate, and two: on the part of the House,
of Representatives, to whom shall be
handed as they.are opened by the: presideat
of the Senate all the: certiticates:and:papers,
purporting to be certiticates of the electoral
votes, which certiticates and:papers shall,
be opened, presented, .and acled upon in
the alphabetical order of the States, begin-
ning with the letter A; and said tellers,
baving then read the same in the presence
and hearing of the two houses, shall make.
a list of the votes as they shall appear from
the said .certiticates ; #nd the votes. having’
heen ascertained and counted ss in this act
provided, the result of the same shall
be delivered to the president of the Senate,
who shall thereupon announce the state of
the vote and 1the names of the persons. if
any, elected, which announcement shall be
decmed a sufficient, declaration of the per-
sons clected President and Vice-Fresident
of the United States, and together witha
list of the votes be entered on the journals
of thetwo houses. T

* Upon such reading of any such certificate’
or paper, when there shall be only one re-
turn from a State, the president of the Sen-
ate shall cail for objections, if any. Every
objection shall be made in writing, and
shall state cledrly and concisely and withont |
argument the ground thereof, and shall be
signe ] _
ber of the House of Representatives before
tlic same shall be received.

W hen all.objections so made to any vote
or paper from a State shall -bave been re-
ceived and read the Senate shall thereupon
withdraw, and such objections shall be sub-
mitted to the: Senate for "its decision ; and
the Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives shall in like' manuer submit such ob-
jections ‘to the House of Representatives
for its decision; and no electoral vote or
votes from any State fromn which but one
return has been rececived shall he rejected
except Ly the affirmative vote of the two
houses. When the two houses have voted
they shall immediately again meet, and the
presiding officer shall then anmounce the
decision of the question submitted.

Section 2. That if' more than one return
or paper purporting to be a return from a
State shall have been received by the presi-
dent ;of the Senate, purporting to be the
certificates of the electoral votes given nt the
last preceding -election for President and
Vice-President in such State (unless they
be- duplicates of -the same return), all such
returns and papers shall be opened by him
in the presence of thetwo houses when met
as aforesaid, and read by the tellers; and all
guch returns and  papers shall thereupon be
submitted to the judgment and deeision as
to which is the true and lawful eclectoral
vote of such State of a commission consti-
tuted as folloiws—namely :

During the session of each house on the
Tresday next préceding the first Thursday
-in Februaryy 1877, each house shall by viva
voce vote appoint five of its members, who,
with the five associate justices of the Su-
preme Court of the United States to be as-
‘certained as hereinafter provided, shall con-
stitutg a commission for the decizion of all
questions upon or in respect of such
double returns named in this section.
‘On *‘the "Tuesday next preceding the
first Thursday in February, Anno
Domini 1877; or as:soon thereafter as
may be, the . associate justices of the Su-
preme Court of the United States, now as-
signed to the First, Third, Eighth, and
Ninth eircuits, shall selectin such manner
as a majority of them shall deem fit another
of the nssociate justices of said court,
which five persons shall be members of said
commission; and the person longestin com-
mission of said five justices shall be the
president of said commission. The mem-
bers of said commission shall, respectively,
take and subscribe the following oath :

«J, —— ——, do solemnly swecar (or
aflirm, as the case may be) that I will im-
partially examine and consider all questions
submitted to the commission of which I am
amember, and a true judgment give there-
on, agreeably to the Constitution and the
laws: so help me God’’; which oath shall
be filed with the secretary of the Senate.

When the ‘commission shall have been
thus organized, it shall not be in the power
of eithier house to dissolvé the same or to
withdraw -any of its members; but if any
such senator or member shall die or become
physically unable to perform the duties re-
quired by this act the fact of such death or
physical inability: shall be by said commis-
gion, .before it shall proceed further, com-
municated to the Senate or House of Rep-
resentatives, .as .the case may be, which
body. shall -immediately, and without de-
bate, proceed by viya voce vote to fill the
place so vacated, and the’ person so ap-
pointed shall take and subscribe the oath
hereinbefore preseribed, -and become a
member .of said commission; and in like
manner-if any of said justices of the Supreme:
Court shall die, or become physically inca-
pable of performing the duties réquired by
this act, tiie other of said justices, members
of the said commission, shall immediately
appoint another justice of said courta mem-

|

‘ber of said commission :and in such appoint-

ments ;reagudf;.shall_ be Had to the impar-
tiality and freedom from; bias sought by the
original appointments to sald commission
.who sball thereupon . immediately take an
'subscribe the oath hereinbefore prescribed,
and become . a member of: sgid: commission
to fill the vacancy g0 occusioned, 1/
¢ __All the.gertificutes and papers purportin
ito be certificates of the-electoral votes of
‘each State shall be openedin:the alpha-:

hetical order.of the: Statesy us provided 4m |@ ' :

seqtionone ef this act; and when there shall
be more than one such certificate or pdper
a3, the: . certificates. and ;; papers: Irom
such State shall so be opened {excepting du-
plicates ;of the- same return):they-shall be
read by the tellers, and:thereupon the presi-
dent.;of .the Senate-shall call for objections,.’
if any. Every objection slill be made!in
writing,-and shn]l-state clearly and concisely
ntthegro
shal]l: be signed by:at lgast.one senator
one member,of the House of Represon-:

v m\r&s.‘ before the same shall be received. |: .
When -all. such objections: so, made _to.aanr-_
";,ertmm : ived and,read i
ALVE -received amd,read,
yotes, and papers. 80 objected o, | -
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therewith, uhless upon objection made
thereto in writing by at’least fivé senators
and five members of the House of Repre-
sentatives® the two houses shall separately
concur-in ordering-otherwise; in whicircase
such concurrent order shnl[ govern, No
votes or p from any other State shdll
be acted upon until the objections previously
made to the votés or papers from any State
shall have been finally disposed of.
Section' 8/ That -while the two houses
ghall be in meeting, as provided in this act,
no debate shall be allowed, and no question
ghall be put by the presiding officer except
to either house on motion to withdraw; and
he shall bave power to preserve order.
Section 4. That when the two houses sep-
arate to decide upon an objection that may
have been made, to, the counting -of any
electoral vote or votes from any State,or upon
objection!to a report-of said commission,
.or other questions arising under this act,
each senator and ‘representative may speak
to.-such objection or ‘question ten minutes
and: not oftener than once; 'but alter such

be the duty of each house to put the main
question without- further debate. '

.~ Bection 5. That at such’joint meeting of
the two houses seats shall be provided as
follows: For the president of the Senate,
the Speaker’s chair; .for the Speaker, imme-
diately upon his left; the senators, in the
body of the hall upon the right of the pre-
siding officer; for the representatives, in
the body of the hall not provided for the
senators; for the tellers, secretary of the
Senate, and clerk of the House of Repre-
sentgtives, at the -clerk’s desk; for the
other - officers of the  two houses, in
front of the clerk’s desk and :upon eaeh
gide of the Speaker’s platform. Such joint
.meeting shall not be dizsolved until the
count of electoral votes shall be completed
and the result declared; and no recess shall
be taken unless a question shall have arisen
in regard to counting any such votes, or
otherwise under this act, in which case it
ghall be competent for either louse, acting
geparately in the maoner hereinbefore pro-
vided, to direct a recess of such house not
beyond the next day, Sunday excepted, at
the hour of 10 o’clock in the forenoon. And
while any question is being considered by
gaid commission either house may proceed
with its legislative or other business.

Section 8. That nothing in thus act shall
be held to impair or affect any right now
existing under the Constitution and laws to
question, by proceeding in the judicial
courts of the United States, the right or
titie of the person who shall be declared
elected, or who shall claim to be President
or Vice-President of the United States, if
‘any such right exists.

Section 7. . That said commission shall
make its own rules, keep a record of its
proceedings, and shall have power to em-
ploy such persons a3 may be necesary for
the transaction of its business and the exe-
cution of its powers,

THE REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE,

In their report submitted with the bill
the committee say they bave applied
the wutmost practicable study and de-
libertion to the subjeet, and believe
that the bill reported is the best at-
tainable disposition of the difficult pro-
blems and disputed theories arising out of
the Iate election. They speak'ef the difii
culty of reaching a conclusion, and they
dealt with abstract questions save so0._ far
as they are necessarily involved in the legis-
lationt proposed. The report implies that
legislation may be badon the subject in ac-
cordance with the Constitution; but the
committee think that the law proposed is
inconsistent with few principal theories
upon the subject. ~ The Dbill is only di-
rected to “asceitalning, for the purpose
‘and in aid "of the counting, what are the
constitutional votes of the respective States;
‘and whatever jurisdiction exists Tor such
purposes, the bill only regulates the method
'of exercising it. For'this the Constitution
‘glves warrant, and therefore the law, pro-
posed is not incomsistent with that instru-
ment. .

The committee regard it as of far greater
moment fhat the will of the people should
be'legally carried out than the question of
who shall be President for a preseribed
term. They therefore endeavored.to frame
a fair and impartial measure.

The legislature and judiciary are repre-
sented in the tribunal in equal proportions.
The composition of the judicial part of the
commission looks to a selection from differ-
‘ent parts of the republic, while it is
thought to be free from any preponderance
‘or supposable bias; and theaddition of the
necessary constituent partof the whole in or-
der to obtain an’ uneven number of the com-
mission is left to an agency the furthest re-
moved from prejudice of any existing at-
tainable one. 1t would be difficult, if not
impossible, ‘the committee think, to estab-
lish a tribunal that could be less the subject
of party criticism than such a one. The
committee felt bound by the highest duty
‘to let no bias of party feelings stand in the
way of a just, equal, and peaceful measure
for extricating the question from the em-
barrassments that at present surround it.

- The committee conclude as follows: In
conelusion, we respectfully beg leave to im-
press upon Congress the necessity of a
speedy determination. upon this subjeet.
It is impossible to estimate the materiat loss
the country daily sustains from the existing
state of uncertainty. It directly and pow-
erfully tends to unsettle and paralyze busi-
ness, to weaken public and private eredlt,
and to create apprehension in the minds of
the people that disturb the peaceful tenor of
their ways and mar their happiness. It does
far more : It tends to bring republican insti-
tutions into discredit and to create doubts
of the success of our form of government
and of the perpetuity of the republic, All
considerations of interest, of patriotism, and
of justice, unite in demanding of the layw-
making power in making a measure to brin

peace and prosperity to the country, an

show that our republican institutions are
equal to any emergency; and in this cor-
neclion we cannot refrain from the expres-
sion of our satisfaction that your committee,
composed of equal members of both parties,
have fortunately been able to do what has
been attempted in vain heretofore—almost
unanimously agree upon 2 plan considered
by them all to be just, wise, and efficient.
We accordingly recommend the proposed
act to the patriotic and just judgment of
Congress.

[Signed] —GEORGE I'. EDMUNDS,

. FRreEp. T. FRELINGHUYSEN,
R0SCOE CONKLING,®
A. G, THURMAN,
“T.F. BAYARD,
M. W. Baxsoy, -
of Senate Committee;
H. B.PAYNE, :
+ ErrA HUNTON, - :
' WiLLiay M. SPRINGER,
, ‘GEORGE’W. McCrary,
| “GroroE T, Hodmy, ' "
© | GEORGE WILLARD, '~ '
sl g yi0F Yhio House Commitier.,, ,

The report was signed, as will -be ,seen;
by all the members of the joint committee
except AMr. Morton. | wif govai)

' Flow the Plan Is Regarded. .
A DISPOSITION TO- AGREE 7TO; IT-WITH . A, FEW.

MODIFICATIONS—FEW MEMBERS.. PREPARED

/10; EXPRESS (AN. OPINION UEON.THE. BILL—;
- YIEWS OF MESSRS; UNTON, GABELL, TERRYy.
. GQODE, .TUGKER, [WALKER, DQUGLASS OF i

e b

' YIRGINTA, BELL OF NEW: BAMPSHIBRE; CAUL- -

¥IELD OF: ILLINOIS, HARDENBURG OF NEW
- JERSEY, CATE, HURD OF OHIO, LORD OF NEW;
YORK, COX "OF NEW YORK;"AND' OTHERS—

THE X SUBJECT ' DISCUSSED 1IN: DBEMGCRATIC
f i n s AE

+ 7} [From our Regulr Correspondent.j . -

| YWaszikaToy, January18.—The report of
the joint committes on the electoral count |
was reported to-day in the, Senate through
. Edmundy, and in the House through'
Mr. Payne. - Intense excitement in the
reading of the report was manifested on the
floor ‘as well 88 in. the galleries, and in the .
House tha conelusion was followed by the
voices ol -gpectators” gl
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try will regard sufficient to avoid any dis-
ruption of the peace. This last.will proba-
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sition.” to tee to it, with perbape
ng, dor the sake of settling,
jeans that the whole coun-

bly control the action of Congress, ss the

party which takes thé responsibilify of any
{silure to solve the dificulty by what ap-
peary to be a falr and legal: mode will run
the risk of losing the sympathy of the busi-

ness classes and more conservative element

everywhere. Very few members are pre-

pared to express definite opinions upon the
bill reported by the joint committee, which
has been read but once in their hearing,
but the following are, in brlef, the impres-
gior of it as formed by some of the Demo-
cratic members of the House:

Mr. Hunton, being of the. jolnt commit-
tee, will, of course, support. the bill. Mr.
Cabell says he does not like it, but may feel
compelled to support it. Mr., Terry has
«strong objections to it, but bas not de-
cided what to do.” Mr. Goodegays the bill
must be adopted, and will vote for it. Mr.
Tucker thinks favorably of it. It forms the
basis of a gettlement, and may be amended
so as to be unobjectionable and present a
solution of the difficulty.

Governor Walker says i Congress hLas
the right to erect any tribunal ountside of
itself to perform the duties devolveéd by the
Constitution upon Congress, this secems to
be the fairest proposition ‘that has been
adopted in any case from 1800 to this time,
and he thinks the foree of public opinion
will ensure its passage, but he is not pre-
pared tosay be will vote forit. Mr. Douglass
does not like the bill and will not vote for it.
Mr. Bell, of New Hampshire, thinks it
unconstitutional. The States should settle
through their own courts all disputes about
who are duly-elected or appointed electors,
Mr. €anfield, of Iilinois, says it isa bill
that will take with the masses of the people
hefore it is explained. He is not favorably
impressed with its details, but wants time
to consider. Mr. Hardenburg, of New Jer-
sey, will accept it. Mr. Cate says it is
adroitly drawn, and he is afraid of it. Mnr.
Hurd, of Ohio, does not think favorably of
it, but will not decide without careful study
of its provisions. Mr. Lord, of New York,
thinks that under all the circumstances
it is about as fair a bill as could have
been expected. Mr. Cox, of New York,
says he’ll let it soak until to-morrow.
i» Would like to consider whether we can
give away our posvers to any other fellows,
and if so, who are tle other fellows, and all
that sort of thing, you know.* Allof the
above are Democrals, and may Dbe taken as
a pretty fair sample of the position tuken by
the party at first view. If the measure isto
he defeated it would be politic that oppo-
sition to it and its deseat should be pri-
marily due to the Republicans.

Immediately after the adjournment to-
day the Democrats held a caucus, at which
the subject was discussed, but I have not
yet ascertained reliable information of its
action. There is-u growing feeling (sinceit
has been discovered that Mr. Hewitt, repre-
senting a large class of Democrats, is op-
posed to forcible resistance to the inaugu-
ration of any revolutionary mode of deter-
mining the electoral question) that every
possible means should be tried to avoidany
such contingency. And not a few Demo-
crats admit that the chances of justice
to their party lies in the adoption of
some such plan of adjustment as that pre-
sented to-day. Whoever may be inaugu-
rated as a result of it would then go into
office under the forms of law, and the se-
rious monetary and commercial disturbances
that would prohably follow the inaugura-
tion of either Havyes or Tilden under doubt-
ful right would be avoided.

It i3 understood that the Chief Justice,
who is said to have had disagreeable per-
sonal relations ‘with Mr. Tilden, has posi-
tively decided not to have dnything to do
with the sottlement, It this be true, the
name of Judge Davis, who has no decided
party conmection, presents itsell as the
fairest that eould be selected to complete
the tribunal. ' -

From conversation with senators I judge
the bill may pass the Senate, though it will
meet with determined opposition from Mor-
ton, Sargent, Conover, Patterson, Eaton,
and West—all of whom declare positively
against it. °

Sepator Eaton, a radical Democrat,
says Comgress has no more right
to refer the question  to such a
commission than it bas to refer it to Sir Ed-
ward Thornton. Senator Ingalls,a radieal
Republican, says he likes the bill as he does
any prize-package. He ‘don’t believe in
searching the country for s tribunal to
make Tilden President. Senator West
(Republican) says it would have heen more
manly to have brought in'at once a resolu-
tion declaring Tilden elected. Senator Pat-
terson (Republican) thinks it is gratuitously
throwing away the victory of Hayes. Sena-
tors Sherman, Boutsvell, Ferry, Dawes, and
Anthony (Republicans), and MeCreery and
Randolph (Democrats), are non-committed.
Senators Alcorn (Republican), Bayard,
Booth, Cameron of Wisconsin, Johnston,
Kelly, Kernan, Price, Ransom, Wallace,
Cooper (Republicans), and Whyte, favor the
bill. Withers don’t like it, but will vote
for it. Christiancy says he will have to
study the bill a good deal before be
makes up his mind. Jere. Black says “it’s
a d—d bad bill; the House committee bas
been bulldozed. The American Democracy
is pigeon-livered, any way.'” i

The Republicans in the House are very
much divided in opinions. So far as I have
learned the majority oppose the bill.

The Democratic caucus will meet next
Monday to consider the electoral bill. The
Democratic Executive Committee has au-
thorized = ‘call of the mational convention
February 2d. By that time they will he
able to decide upon'the propriety of calling

1a national mass.convention, as the fate of
1the electoral bill will probably be settled.

It was almost the sole topi¢ of conversation
at Speaker Randall’s reception to-night.
Everybody is speculating as to whom Jus-
tices Clifford, Strong, Millér, and Field will
gelect as the filth justice.
[Associated [Press repo:é h.l.;r Le.lcglnl:tb to the
WasaINGToN, January 18.—The report of
the joint committee js received with eneral
gatistaction. It will be combatted by the
more ultrs of both dgg.!';;as. It is regarded
as indicative of Tilden and Wheeler. Very
gensible people see no room for Hayes in
any of the features of the proposed bill.
‘The Democrats of the House held a cau-

|eus to-night. General Hunton discussed
.| the proposed bill.

Another eaucus for con-
will be beld on Monday, .. ...
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. _____ MNEETINGS,
KNIGIITS OF PYTHIAS.—The
members of HINES LODUE, No. 17.

K. of P, will attend a stited mears ﬁ |

Pythian Hall THIS (Friday) EVANING :?‘-ﬁ%" |

Z i:t&lockﬁ ?;cmb«m nlf ﬂzﬂer lodges nnd \; |
ng brethren are Inv .

By ¢rder of the C, C sebm pemeRk

R
w 7, .
$210-1t% ILLIAM J. RIDDICK, K. of I, and =,

h \IRTLE LODGE, No. 25, K. m-/ﬁ

> —Attend n stated convention of /.
your lodge THIS (Frlday) EVENING at ‘i"-.rg:'.' FS A\
o'clock, at vour Custle (Concordls) Flalli %
Members of sster lodzes are fraternally fn- \- L
vited to attend. By order of WILLIAM
HaNcoCK, Chancellor Commander,

JOIN W. GLENN,
Ji 19-11% Heeper of Reeords and Seal,

MHAE COMMITTEES OF THE SEVE.
RAL COMPANIES of the volunteer foree «f
the State are hereby instructeed to meet at the Vie.
ginla Opera-House on FHIDAY NIGHT at 8 o'cloes
Junuary 1 9thafor the purpsse of diseussinz matter
of general Interest to the m;!n!u of this State,
12 192t L. SPOTSWOOD.

B Chalrmean of Commlites
}ILLHA.\ ICS" BUILDING COMPANY,
No. 3.=The next mecting of the abave new
company will beehell next Fltﬁz’),\\' EVENING
Ti4oclock, at Thon's Ilall. Madn and Siveutspty
streets, o
At the lwt meetineg the by-laws were read and
adopted,and the company s now reany te reeelv.
subzeriptions to ity smcﬁ. over SO0 shares wors
subscribed at 18s Arst meeting, and thore desiring o
take shares (n @ peod bullding-fund company wil
attend the present mecting, R

! JOHN AL KRATZ,

Ja 18-2t seervtary pro ten
THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE
STOCRHOLDERS OF TIHE WHITE SUL.
PHUR BPRINGS COMPANY whl be lield at thie
Exchange Hotel, Richmond, Y., on THURSDAY,

January 25th,at 8 P M. AN, WELLFORD,
Jall-2w Prisident,

R LR LT R
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! il_'l LITARY NOTIUES.
1RAYS, ATTENTION.— ANNUAL#
MEETING.—A=semble at regimental armiory ,‘3
on FRIDAY NIGHT NEXT at 7% o'clock for’
annual election of non-commisstoned officers, &e. n
It 1s much to be desived that every member why
tukey any Interest In the company shall be preseut.
By order of Caplain Bossier X,
SIRVIN SMITIHL onderly,

I 1822t

Stale copy.

_ AJNUSEMENTS.
N-I‘Z}S'I‘I(TELI.() ITALL.
L PRI

IP’rorFessor THOMAS J, MINoIL

ASELECT ENTERTAINMENT.
JAPANESE AND CHINESE

TABLEAUX REPRESENTING
NATIONS,

FESTIVAL,
THE ‘I'Wo

I respectinlly eall the attentlon of wy pateonsand
the publie that this eutertalnmient whil sirpuss any.
thing heretofore given by me.  Nothlng or the hin
has ever been Ezin-u in Blehmond betore,

EIGHTY CHILDREEN IN COSTUME will appesr

FRIDAY EVENING. JaNvary 10, 1877,

Admnission, 50 ceuts. To comuence prowptiv ot

8 o'clock. fa 10-11*

s TECRURE:

AN EVENING WITIH THE POET
RBURNS,

At the VIRGINIA OPERA-TIOUSE.

MONDAY NIGHT the 224,

Professor MOFFIT wiil deliver bls preat lecture on
s praNs—the Lessans of his Life, the [ofucnce of
hiy Bongs,” under the ausplees of Shockoe 11 Di-
vislon, Sons of Temuerance, No. 54,

Doors open at half-past 7. Lectore to comments
at 8 o'elock.

Tickets ean be obtained at WYATT'S musle-store,

READINGS.
OETICAL AND DRAMATIU READ-
INGS by MARTIN FARQUHAR TUI'VER.
F.R. & and D. C. &, ete,, of England,at ASSOULA
TION HALL (Y. M. C. A. rooms), on MONDAY
January 22, 1877, 4t § o'clock P. 3, .
PROGRAMME! Welcome. The Three Age—siy-
teen, farty, seventy—of Love and Partly of Mar-
rlage—Pre. Philosopby. Adventure: Sloth snd A
tivity; Of Anticipadon—I'ro, Philosapliy. A
Yacthing Soug: a ﬁ.mlux Rang: n Itie Mong: o
Little Providences: u Scene trom Wushington, 2
drama: Rafiway Times; llome; knergy: Never
Give Up
The el

RPN BTN

vated apd elevating character of Mr. Tup-
pei’s poems und plays commends the above readlng
to o refined and discriminatiog public aned to the
students of our seminariesand colleges. Mr. Tupg~r
has everywhere recelved the mo-t (s tingnislied
marks of apprecistlon, and the Agsoclation con-
gratulate themselves on being ableio provide sueh
an enfertainioent as Ilﬂs[pruwlnc.s to e, They cons
fidently appeal to the citi#ns of Richmaoznd for s
ted on lecture tickots.

cordlal support,
Members adinit
Admistlon, 60c.

99-CENT STORE.

u 19-31

GO 170 THE 99-CENT STORE FOR
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MEN'S STIFF HATS.

MEN'S SOFT HATS
{EL PICTURES (vir)

BOYS' SOFT IIATS, | o

DOLL

ehiefee),
RAMBULATOLS, oe*
[BRACK ETE, ues
SHAWLS, DICKENSY

LADIES HATS,

LADIES' K1D

GAUNTLETS,
COMPLETE WOLESN
ARGAND LAMPS,
'HOLMES'S COM-
WATELRPROOF %

UMBRELLAS, |PLETEWORKS, HAR- :

LADIES SHOES, LAND'S COMPLETE

MISSES' HIOES, WORKS, new BILD- ¢

CHILDREN'S SHOES, |CAGES, splendid ilneof 1

GENTLEMEN'S SHOES. TABLE-CUTLERY.
Savewmoney by buying at
505 BROAD STREET.

Ja 19

______BUSINESS CHANCES.
FOR ‘SALE, an EQUAL INTERE:‘T' ‘in >
an ola-established MANUFACTURING BUsl- o
WESS in this clty, vuscentible of large development.
To s man of energy gﬂmwem:c_ capital this bsan &
e i e MANUFACTURER. &
§ 15-eo0d3t eare Dispalch. f’
UMBER AND BRICKS FOR SALE.

g.

e have a considerable quantity of first-cla~
LUMBER—hesrt-ploe, oak, &¢., rinclpally in large B
slzes. *'”"?‘{,35{"“;?;“‘“ CKS 5 all ‘of which

ve 2 o gefl. 2
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