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The Comnt—
—is begun.

There the two houses separated, after refer-

 ring the two returns trom that ‘State to the

electoral commission, It 18 possible that
they may decide this case to-day, but not
probable. There must beargument on both
sides, and it is not likely that a decisfon will
be reached without a good deal of it.
Should the decision give the State to TILDEN,
that will settle the question, and perbaps
end the electoral commission, there being
no further occasion for its arbitrament.
Should it give the State 1o HavEs, then Lou-
siana will be the battle-ficld.

We think the question as to who is
elected President will be decided with all

possible facility.

The Point of Separation.

The Institation of the clectoral commis-
sion, or the * peace measure,” is to ‘be the
monument of the end and of the beginning
of many things. It isto be the end of the
war and the beginning of peace, It is to
mark the close of Federal intimidation over
the subjugated States and the beginuing of
the autonomy of thcse States. It ends the
sectional war and institutes the dispositiona
and the just influences of the common in-
torests of the nation, which will induce and
{oster national barmeny. It puts an end to
bloody-shire partisanship and inaugurates
libera! and fair discussions of national poli-
tics. It ends persecution and oppression of
some States to promote base ambitions, and

e restores equality to the States, and therefore
justice to all, Finally, it ends the peril of
our republican system and dutes the begin-
ning of the second age of the nation. It
secures the triumph of liberty and law and
gives assurance of tbeir long continuance.

The happy event—happy, because termi-
nate how it may as to the presidential ques-

-tion, it nevertheless secures all the Dless-
ings we have recited—shbows its character
as o mark of a great change in many things.
It appears that the political literature of the
day is rapidly changing. Matters in discus-
sion have been set aside ns out of order.
Disenssions are suspended ; lines of thought
are eoninsed ; plans are dropped and new

ones brought on: there is a general
pause, and =zll  people expect to bid
adien to the past and enter upon

the new economy, public and private. In
short, the general hope and expectation ix
that the country is about to enter upon the
new heaven and the new carth of this
eountry’s affairs, which is to secure us
all more of peace and rewarded energy
thar: we have knowa since the war, In-
decd, the prospect is that there will soon be
more of physical progress and thrift in the
country than has been known at any pre-
vious period of its history, With regard to
peace and contentment, while we do not
hope to see that brightness and serenity of
popular happiness that existed in a time past,
when public virtue was strong and personal
literty and security complete, agsin in this
country, still we know that there may bein
the land a degree of contentment and pros-
perity with which any nation may be satis-
fied, and on account of which all people in
this Union may lock upon themselves as
singularly fortunate after passing through
the troubles that have so greatly distressed
ug all, and through perils that huve placed
the republic in imminent danger.

Clearly all people may be delighted with
the prospect, and be happy that the epoch
in national affairs prowises to end so much
that is disagreeable, and to become the be-
gimning of so much that will bring joy and
prosperity to the nation.

What eays Senator Jomx BHERMAN, ol
Ohio, now about the Louisiana Returning
Board? He deelared recently in his place
in the United Btates Senate that the deci-
sions of that Board were as much entitled
to respect as those of the Supreme Court of
the United States! We bardly suppose
there is a man at all acquainted with pub-
lic matters who did not feel convinced that
when SHERMAN said this he knew he was
saying that which was not true. However,
in the face oi the testimony concerning the
Board recently brought out, what says the
immaculate BEERMAN now concerning the
villainous Board ? ;

The Democrats are certainly having a
jolly time in Wushington. The develop-
ments since the uncovering of the Louisiuna
Returning-Board gompost-heap must be as
annoying to the Republicansas they arc en-
tertaining to the Democrats. The ¢ ras-
cals ’” who are making a clean breast of it
huve no doubt much more to tell, and it
seems that retribution is coming more ra-
pidly than we had supposed possible. 'T'he
Republicans are sick, and would send for
McMaxvsorany other “manus* who could
purge the country of these terrible wit-
nesses. President GranT calls the wit-
nesses and the accused ¢ rasecals,” which is
a eound judgment rendered near the close of
his official term,

WeLLs endeavored to sell Louisiana to
the highest Didder. Colonel PICKETT, of
Confederate-archive memory, sought the
position of grand high commissioner—the
illustrious go-between sho should secure
the State of Lonisiana for TILDEN, and
many tens of thousands for himself. But
his position was not authorized, nor his
power to treat recognized. Fo WELLS was
turned over to the Republicans to secure
the reward for his villainy, The develop-
ments expose a pretty kettle of fish.

Of course the uncovered villainies of the
soutbern returning boards, and the grand
fraud of manufactured certificates about the
intimidation ol negroes, must end the mon-
gtrous system by which Radicalism endea-
vored to prolong its power. If the nation
could tolerate such abominations it would
be a disgrace to civilization. It is impossi-
ble that intelligent republican government

¥ eould exist in a land where such corruption
andviklainy were practiced.

How stands bulldozing in Louisiana? 1i
some lethal drug could be concocted that
would put Louisiana matters in oblivion to
the minds of all who dravk it, the demand
for Repulican use would be equal to any
possible supply. What a delightful sort of
s dozing” that would be!

"1t is the imminently critical moment just
preceding a great ‘occurrence, and every-
body and everything is at a-stand, Al
action is fuspended, and people liold their
breath in the intensity ol the interest they
Our good President bus now four weeks
~ and one day to reside. In the White House,
" sndthem, exit U, B8, G, . . . .

. |¥What eay Senalors SHERMAN and MORTON
 abont the Loulyjans Returning Board?. .
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| county roads tho mud-hol

| left by winter’s travel in all the ways that
Fiorida is-the first station,

‘TAbel Youare

o the comtort
omotod thereby.

pleasure of man can be
We fancy now that we

lead to and from the city. These continue
for some time to aunoy travellers and inter-
rupt arnd delay transportation, How much
the spring transporfation.needed in agrioul-
ture, including tho mamures and the many
things that are necesenry in husbandry,
would be facilitated at this time were the
roads good and freed from the winter scars
that disfigure them find impair their useful-
ness! How much the satisfaction of the
early apring excursionists into the rursl
neighberhood would beincreased it vehicles
could travel rapidly upon smooth roads
through- sections adorned and utilized by
industrious and thrifty tillage.

The bill for improving the roads in Hen-
rico will give the county people & chance
to show their energy aund forecast. If they
do thisin earnest they will'be soon rewzarded
in the general improvement of their lands
and the enhancement of, their value. They
are the most favored people in the Common-
weaith, They bave dt'their doors the best
market in the State, and their nearness to
the capital makes their lands especially de-
sirable as places of retreat for men of busi-
ness and of means who desire to enjoy along
with their confinement tn'the city a littlcof
the country earth'and &ir \vhich are indis-
pensuble to recreation and health.

We do not like the idea that we people in
Richmond, who ceanot get off by rail for
the want of leisure, ehall be hemmed up as
in a jail by the impassable roads of the
neighborhood in the country. We don’t
want to live in a penitentiary, so to speak.
Liberty to shoot through the near country
upon arailrond douw’t afford the reliel we
want. People in Richmond want to culti-
vate friendly relations with their country
fellow-citizens-—to - go out amongst them
and have holidays with them, enjoying the
country air aud tasting the country earth—
soat  dirt,” so to speak, which s
a  healthy occupation, and, 8o far
from being one that humiliates, it is one
that invigorates, We want to cross the city
boundaries and wander through the fields
plucking flowers and delighting in the sur-
rounding fields—i. ¢., if they were such as
they should be, and will Le swhen the peo-
ple of the county wake up to real progress,
such as should be in the metropolitan coun-
ty, and bless themselves and the public with
good roads. To fly through the vicinage
on a rail cannot compensate for the depri-
vation from such liberty and opportunity
to enjoy the intercourse with good friends
and a ride through neighboring fields in
their loveliness of budding, and blooming,
and leafing, and fruiting in the scasons of
luxuriance and growth.

Such a beneficent. succession of seasons
of enjoyment and prosperity as may be
secured to Henrico county by a really active,
enterprising, and liberal policy amongst her
people is in no other county in the State at-
tainuble. We dcsire to see this policy
amongst them for their good and for the
pleasure and ‘good of Richmond. We de-
sire that they shall flourish, and that Rich-
mond shall not resemble Saturn surrounded
with his dark rings.

What lhas General Garfield done that
twenty-tive Democrats of the House should
refuse to cast their votes for him, as they
were in honor bound to do ?— Tribune.

The Gordonsville Gazelle says that he
pronounces ¢ pational” ¢ nay-tional,”
“stigma”  «stigmay,’” ¢ Capitoline”
“(Capit’oline”’; and he no doubt uses
¢ transpfred ” for “ hapyened.” JAck SED-
poxN in 1860 said that he could bhave become
reconciled to the DoucrLas Democrats if
they had not said “ nay-tional.” GARFIELD
is unfit for the place.

Qur neighbor the Petersburg Post wants
to sce the negro lunxfic-asylum located in
or near the Cockade town.  If Grass will
give us the Governor, we will send over to
him the asylum, or at least make over to
him all our right and title to the asylum
aforesaid.

The bill to provide for laying out and
working the roads in Henrico county passed
the Senate yesterday, and now goes to the
House of Delegates.

There seems (& be a contest amongst
towns as to which xhall become the locality
of the negro lunatic-asylum. We care not
which succeeds. We, for on®, would much
rather that any other pluace than Richmond
shouid possess it. There has Dbeen some
talk about plgeing it mnear Richmond—at
Clark’s Spring. Against which we most
earnestly protest. 1f moved from the pres-
ent location at Fairfield, we say Lynchburg,
Petersburg—anywhbere away from Rich-
mond.

The Home Visitor and Temperance Ad-
vocate is the -title of a temperance paper is-
sued for a few weeks past in this city. It
has been issued semi-monthly, but is to ap-
pear ouce a week hereafter. It is underthe
direction of zealous temperance advocates,
and bears proofs of talent and taste in ita
matter and manner. Price, $1 per annum.
Managers, W. T. DLrL & Co.

[From the Wythevllle Enterprise.)

The Hillsville (Carroll county) Virginian,
whilst deprecating the present agitation of
the gubernatorial question a3 premature,
takes occasion to utter its dissent In emr
phatic terms to the proposition that General
Mahone has any peculiar claim to the oflice,
or that he will receive the support of a ma-
jority, or of even any considerable number,
of the people of Southwest Virginia for
that position. Ib-says:

+Now, we have noaxe to grind, neither
have we fallen so deeply in love with the
present management of the Atlantie, Mis-
sissippi and Ohio railroad as to condemn
General Mahone’s managéement while presi-
dent of the road, but we deny the fact that
the people of this section ‘want him for
Governor. ITe may be all that his friends
claim—a good ‘railroad’ president, a practi-
cal business-mian, and'a’good soldier—but,
notwithstanding all ‘thiese qualifications, we
but express the. sentiments of nine lenlhs
of the people of this. section when we say
tbat be is not their.choice for Governor.”

—— e ——gl— Lo

THe KaNsAs Sexatonsurp.— Topeka, K.,
Jaruary 31.—Theanti-Plumb:caucus, which
was in session the greater part of last night,
had a meeting this morning, and, after nu-
merous ballotg, nominated . r. Low, of
Fort Scott.. The joint convention met at
noon, The sixteenth ballot resulted.in 89
votes for Plumb:and 63:for Low. Plumb
was declared elected, ard both houses then
adjourned until ‘Webruary“6th. Colonel
Plumb is a printer by trade, and formerly
published tbe Emporia News. Ho cawe to
Kansas from Zanesville, Ohio, in 1857, when
nineteen years of age. He is now presi-
dent of a pationzl bank at Ewporia, and:is
reported to be worth$200,000, which be has
made by spéculation aiid the practice of law.
'h.","-"'_. : -. . TS N i J 4 L1

- Maor A. B. VexapLe.—The numerous
friends of Major Vensable will be glhd to
learn that he hins- received the appointment.
of ‘secretary o the *CalitorniaBoard - of
Transportation Comr l,ag;inaejrs Well done,.
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““Prayer by Hev.d. . Tyler, of the Hev-
enth-Stroet Cbristian cburch,

o - -
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‘Senate bill_authorizing the Becrefary of
fiie Commonwealth to furnish certain offi-
vers in ithe Commonwealth with Session
Acts under certain conditions. -

House bill conferring on tho police of
Alexandria certain powers of constables.

House.bill amending the law in relation
to records in the Court of Appeals.

House bill to reduce bonds of ministers
of the gospel. :

House bill to provide for appeals from
the decisions of school boards in reference
to the construction of school-buildings.

House bill to amend the law in relation to
the appointment of school trustces in towns
of less than 5,000. s e I

‘Senate bill to authorize the cit{ of Win-
chester to subscribe to the capital stock of
the Martinsburg and Potomac railroad.

Senate bill to provide for laying out and
working the roads in Henrico county.

. BEJECTED.

Senate bill to anthorize fiduciaries to sell
insolvent claims.

LEASE OF THE PENITENTIART.

On motion .of Mr. GREEVER, Senate bill
providing for the lease of the penitentiary
and hiring out the convicts was taken up,
the question being upon the gdoption of the
substitute reported from the Committee on
Public Institutionz, which ' provides. that
the Jessees shall be hiable for all cost of con-
ducting the institution, except the salaries
of the superintendent, assistant superin-
tendent, surgeon, and the necessary guards,
which shall be paid out of the State Trea-
sury, as they are to be retained under the
lease.

Mr, Eusaxk did not think the question of
leasing out the penitentiary should be agi-
tated at this time, as a bill was now pend-
ing in the House that will utilize most of
the able-bodied conviects in that institution.

Mr. Greever thought that plenty of busi-
ness-men could be found who would be
glad to rent the penitentiary, and he had no
doubt that money could be made out of it.

Mr. CRITCHER suggested that the adoption
of this substitute would conflict with a bill
already passed Dy the Senate, hiring out a
large number of these convicts to internal
improvements.

Mr. QUESENBERRY thought the objections
of Mr. CriTcHER could be easily obviated.
He said if the substitute were amended so
as to provide that all conviets in the peni-
tentiary not disposed of at the time the les-
sees took charge, it would meet the gentle-
man’s objections.

Mr. ManrssanL suggested that there
seemed to be some misunderstanding about
the substitute, and moved that the whole
matter be recommitted. :

Mr. QUESENBERRY moved to amend the
substitute by inserting: * All convicts not
disposed of at the time of the lease.”

Mr. Braxp favored the proposition con-
templated by the Vill. He did not think
that any contingency could occur to pre-
vent the carrying out of the provisions of
the bill, .

Mr. Jonxsox iavored the proposition, but
said that the lease of the penitentiary might
do more injury to the industry of Rich-
mond than it would do good to the inter-
ests of the State, There were many large
manufacturing interests .in this city that
might be greatly imperilled by the adoption’
of such a bill. He thougkt a bill could be so
framed as to meet these objections. He
hoped that the bill would be made the spe-
cial order for to-morrow, but yielded to a
suggestion from Mr. QUESENBERRY to make
it the order of the day for Friday pext;
which was agreed to.

SUPERINTENDENT OF THE PENITENTIARY

ELECTED.

At 1 o’clock the Senate proceeded to carry
out the joint orderof the day, which was the
election of a successor to Colonel G. French
Strother as Superintendent of the Penilten-
tiary. The election resulted in the choice
of Colonel Sumuel A. Bwann, of Curoline
eounty. i

WEIGHT3 AND MEASURES.

Mr. TANXER introduced a bill to amend
gection 11 of chapter 83 of the Code of
1873, in relation to weights and measures.

LEAYE OF ABSENCE.

On motion of Mr IIErxpoN, who stated
that he was sick, Mr. ALLAN was granted
leave of absence until Monday.

REPORTED FROM COMMITTEES,

Senate bills to secure depositors in hanks
and savings institutions; to regulate uni-
formity of text-books.

Adjourned at 1:45 1>. M.

HOUSE OF DELEGATES.

Prayer by Rev. J. R. Garlick, D. D., ol
the Leirh-Street Baptist chureb.

BILLS REPORTED,

From the Committee for Courts of Jus-
tice: A bill to authorize the trustees of Man-
chester Daptist church, at Manchester, to
horrow money ; a bill to amend section 14
of chapter 40 of the Code, in relation to the
gale of land for debts dne tbe Common-
wealth ; to amend and reénact section 22 of
chapter 172 of the Code, in relation to par-
ties to suits in certain cases.

CENTRAL LUNATIC ASYLUM.

Senate joint resolution appointing a com-
mission of one member from each congres-
sional district to take into considération the
peérmanent location of the Central Lunatic
Asvlum was taken up and concurred in.

SENATE BILLS REFERRED.

A number of Senate bills were taken up,

fwice read, and appropriately referred.
LETTER FROY GENERAYL JOIINSON.

The SpeAkER laid before the Iouse a
letter from General Dradley T. Jobnson,
in relation to the Chesapeake and Obhio
Canal Company [published in.the papers
yesterday]. Relerred.

RELIEF ASKED FOR.

On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS the rules
were suspended, and bhe introduced a bill
for the relief of P, G. Coghlan from dis-
i\bilities incurred under the anti-duelling
aw.

PRESENTED AND REFERRED.

Mr. PiersoN presented a petition of eiti-
zens of the counties ol Fairfax and Alex-
andra to amend the law so as to exempt
from a specific tax of $10 all book agents
who sell or procure subscriptions for any
religious, 'agricultural, or horticultural
books, pamphlets, or publications not pub-
lished in this State; which was appropriate-
ly referred. : !

- ENGROSSED,

A number of bills and resolutions were
taken up and ordered to be engrossed and
read a third time. = .

_ BILLS PASSED. :

House bill for the protection of sheep in
the county of Culpeper, with Senate amend-
ments, which were disagreed to. ..

House bill to amend the act for the meet-
ing of the boards of supervisors and other
powers, with Senate amendments. - -

- House bill to, amend the Code in regard to
election districts, et

House bill for the protection of fish inall
the waters of the Commonwealth, .

House bill to relieve Jobn Bragg of a fine
imposed. by the County Court of Fluvanna.

ELECTION OF SUPERINTENDENT OF PENITEN-
TIARY. e,
. At1P. M. the joint order for the election
of Superintendént of the Penitentiary was
gone into. e
© 'Mr. GRAY, of Fluvanna, nominated Colo-
pel S, A. Swann, ot Caroline. :
Mr. CARTER (colored . Republican) of
Northampton heartily eeconded the nomi-
pation, - e PG
Colonel Swann recefved all the votes cast,
and was declared elected to fill the vacancy
caused by the resignation of G. French

Btrother,” oS e
BUCHANAN AND CLIPTON FORGE. K RAILROAD
i oOMERNY L

i The special order—Senate bill to: amend
the charter of the. Buchanan and Cliften
Forge Railroand Company—was postponed
untilnext Tuesday, on motion of Mr, JOHX-
BONS it Ereo iinusa® s "'."'.,: ket ard L] Bt i
Gl THE DOGLAW, b Brans HG
: “Honse-bill to promote svoolsgrowing, &e,
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‘on motion_of Ef._thm.;
'EESORE OF THE UNIVERSITY
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H5se, bill to amend the Code ns to the

aalariés and faes of the professors of the

Utiversity of ‘Virginia, comifgiup on its
g;:sage; was disenssed at some length—Mr,
ART in-favor of the billyand Mr. Lacy

read a letter from

agninst i, The Jatter hn
ﬁn = t&g to the principle

ofessor Minor objec

.of the measure. . ..

Mr. GiLMAN had got the floor in favor of
]the bill, when he yielded to a motion to ad-
ourn.

PETERSBURG.

THE COLLECTORSHIP—-RICHARDS HOLDA ON
AND 18 SUSTAINED BY THE TOBACCONISTS—
PETERSBURG RAILROAD—A WAR. RELIC—
FIRE IN SOUTHAMPTON—STATISTICS FOR
JANUARY—PERSONAL PARAGRAPHS.

[Correspondence of the Richmond Dispatch.]
FEBRUARY 1, 1877,

Collector. Richards, - it appears, bas no
idea of giving up the good office Le. has
heid in the curtom-house ol this city for
the past several years. A petition for the
retention of Mr. Richards has been signed
by the tobacconists of “the city with-
out exception, I understand, and has
been taken on to Washington by J. A.
H. Van Auken to - be presented to
the President. The anufacturers of
tobacco represent that in all of his-official
relations and dealings the conduct of Col-
lector Richards ‘has been unexceptionable,
They state that he is a very oblizing and
capuble officer, who bas never shown any
disposition to embarrass or oppress them;
who bas helped them out of various difficul-
ties in regardto the construction of the rev-
enue laws, and azainst whom nothing ex-
cept bis bad politics can be alleged. It isre-
ported here that Colonel Brady inlends to
appoint & negro as deputy if his own ap-
pointment should Dbe confirmed, which
would be very objectionable, of course, to
our tobacco-dealers and the general publie.

Colonel H. T, Douglas has resigned the
office of president of the Petersburg Rail-
road Company, which he has held since the
resignation of Colonel Isanc Carrington,
some months ngo. A meeting of the direc-
tors will be held to-morrow to elect a suc-
cessor to Colonel Douglas. Captain R. G.
Pegram is acting president pro tem. The
administration of Colonel Douglas has been
very economical and satisfactory, and his
resignation was unexpected. The reasons
which led to it are not stated.

The British Association of this eity has
elected Mr. J. J. Campbell to the secretary-
ship hield by the late Dr. J. A, Whitehead.

A citizen on yesterday picked up on the
battle-field of the Crater two Minnie bullets
which were fired from the opposing lines,
and whieh eollided so direetly and squarely
thut they became imbedded the one in the
other. There is just enough of the hases
of the two balls left to enable one to distin-
guish the Federal irom the Confederate
Lullet.

The residence of the Rey. Thomas M.
Newsom, in Southampton county, was
burned to the ground on Tuesday night,
with all of the furniture and other contents,
The family barely escaped with the clothes
swhich they wore at the time. The loss was
£5,000, The fire was accidental. The resi-
denece was a very fine one, and had been but
recently tinished.

The City Council has been in session this
afternoon, but bas transacted no business of
public interest.

Among the passengers south by the mid-
night train last night were Messrs. Walters
and Newcomber, of Baltimore, and Hiram
Sibley, of New York. Itisunderstood their
destination is Wilmington. N. U., and their
business in connection with the Southern
Seeurity Company.

Mr. Benjamin Davis, of Richmond, i3 in
the city to-day. ITe is the only survivor of
seven brothers, all of whom were at one
time residents of Petersburg,.

Among the guests at the City Hotel a day
or two ago was Captain Franklfn, United
States navy, commander of the vessel which
brought William M. Tweed from Spain to
this country.

The city has been remarkably exempt

from fires thisyenr. During the month of | D

January there was only one, and that a
trifling one, the property destroyed amount-
ing to only about $500.

Captain John M. West, the courteous and
efficient agent of the Old Dominion Steam-
ship Company, has been appointed the
agent in this city of the James River Steam-
boat Company,

The City Auditor reporfs the expendi-
tures of the city through Iis office for the
month of January as amounting to $8,066.

The mortuary report for January shows
the total number of deaths in this city from
all eauses to have been 30.  Of this number
19 were colored persons and 11 whites—14
males and 16 females, The highest number
of denths was in the Third Ward, where 9
oceurred, There wus not a death in the
First Ward, which inclndes Poczhontas and
Blandford, The youngest age reported is
one day, the grentest eighty years.

The death of Madame De Belem is an-
nounce 1 to have occurred on January 2d at
Cannes, France. She was for a number of
years, and down to the breaking out of the
war, a member of the Inculty of the Peters-
burg Female College. in which capacity she
won the highest esteem for her fidelity and
cfficiency. Shewasalady of rare culture, and
her death is regretted by many in our com-
munity, who entertain the most pleasant
reminiscences of her.

Captain J. A. H. St. Andrew, of the
IParmyisle Mercury, has been in the city for
a day or two collecting material for that
part of his fortheoming history of the Vir-
rinia press which will treat of the journals
of Petersburg. RoBIN ADAIR,
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FROM THE BORDER.
[Correspondence of the Richmond Dispateh.]

BristoL-Goopsox, Va. AND TENN,,
January 31, 1877, E

Permit an old and constant reader of your
paper to tender to you not only his thanks,
hut the thanks of all Counservative-Demo-
erats hereabout, for the firm, able, and pa-
triotic course you have since the election
for President and Vice-President iast No-
vember pursued in regard to the best mode
of coming to a fair and honest count. You
have most nobly performed your part, and
may the dear old Dispafch hive a thousand
years and flourish.

Phe entire county (I mean all good, hon-
est citizens) are rejoicing at the prospect of
a gpeedy termination of the dread suspense
that has darkened thbe land for the past
three months. No honest, fair-minded
man, no matter to which party he may be-
long, doubted for a moment the election of
Tilden and Hendricks by an overwhelming
majority. .The great trouble and danger,
however, as we all know, was that we bad
to contend with the most villainous and cor-
rupt party that ever cursed the earth, led

.| on by Grant, Chandler, Morton & Co. But,

thank Legyen, that there has been, found,
even in their own party, enough fair-minded
men to defeat their outrageous plottings and
devilish' devices; and we have.at leasta
chance for a. reversal of the infamous
negro returning boards of Louisiana and
Florida. . ., y TR

When Tilden and Hendricks are declared
elected, -as I firmly  believe. they will be,
there will be rejoicing throughout this
}Jroad land such as was never known bo-
ore.

The winter with us bas‘been a most un.
precedented bard one, the thermometer: the
first week in - Januvary ranging from 23°to
30° below zero, and the ground covered
with snow for_ten weeks—part of the time
twenty-tbree inches deep. Little or no
business hus been done among us, owing
mainly, howover, to the dark unecertainty
of the political situation. We feel now that
we can begin to sec:a silver-lining to the

dark ecloud that has so long hung over us. .
: - ; ; - BORDER.

_——————————

Logs oF THE STEAMER BELLE OF ST. LOUIS
St. Louis, January 81.—The steamer Belle
of Bt. Louls was cut down by moving ice
to-day at St, Genevieve, some pixty wmiles
from here, and will probably be n total loss,
She] was valued at,$45.000. She had 500
tons of freizht aboard, which will increase
the loss to §75,000. The ice 1 this viein-
ity.ds rotting rapidly under the influeace of
and it would takebut.a modes
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rate rise of water fromabove to carry it out,
tnd opennavigation to e
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ZACE, CHAD LER'S TRICKS. s

The Committee on Privileges and P
of the House :was in ‘gession fosday. A
dox, a witness'who had asked time 80 a8 to
allow Governor-Yells
statement, but the latter not baving done so,
way willing to answer. He testitied :

‘The night before Wells wrote 4 letter fo
witness, - witness. bad . comuunicated with.
Wells. Wells requested that witness
should go to Washington and explain the
gituation. ‘The letter was addressed fo
Senator Wesi, but not delivered. Gov-
ernor Wells said his life wns in danger,
a8 he bad a very difficult job on hand and did
not knosw how he could getthrough with it.
We'ls said he would like to serve hiy party
in making a return, but he would not work
unless paid for it. Wells said the majority
was very large, too much for Irim to handle,
and he did not know where to commence
throwing out; said the probability was he
would have.to throw out the vote of New
Orleans, witness thought of mnecessity.
Wells asked witness to go to Washington
to secure the protection‘ol influential men for
him, and whecther or not to get the required
money to satisfy bim (Wells), and said he
ought to have a million dollars. Witness
showed tothe President and Secretary of War
two letters addressed to witness by Wells,
and told the Secretary that Wells wanted
money, but the Secretary declined to have
anything to do with the matter, and the
programme was that the vacaney should be
tilled and Governor Wells should in anger
resicn on that account. It was under-
stood between witness and Wells that it
representations failed to bring money, wit-
ness should open negotintions elsewhere.
The word *hold? in a dispatch to Wells
from witness meant that he should hold the
returns so as to make them available at will.
11 the tirst negotiations failed Wells stated
to witness that he wanted for himsell
at least £250,000 and smuller sums for the
darkies on the board. After his return to
New Orleans witness received a dispateh
from Colonel Pickett that negotiations had
failed, when Governor Wells suggested that
witness should endeavor to make some ar-
rangements with the Democrats,  Witness
made an effert in that direction, but failed.
The 1dea of witness was that from what
Governor Wells said he would throw out
voles to the best advantage, in order to pro-
duce certain results, whbich would depend
on circumstances. Wells's letter to West,
which waus not delivered and yct sealed,
witness promised to deliver to-morrow
nlorning.

Witness did not deliver the letter to West
because it contained delicate information,
and witness was not disposed to hurt West.

TOE COLORADD MEMBER.

Mr. Bellord, the Colorado congressman,
has been admitted to his seat in the House.
VW ASEINGTON, January 31, 1877,
TAXATION OF BANKS,

Representatives of the Bankers’ Associu-
tion had an interview with the Commis-
sioner of Internal Revenue to-day with re-
gard to the question of the taxuation of banks.
These gentlemen represent a very large
number ol banking institutions who are
endeavoring to induce Congress to take
steps towards removing the tax on banks
and bankers., They wished particularly to
ascertain the viewsof the Commissioner
with regard to tiie question of taxing hanks
and bank eapital, as expressed recently to
the Committee of Ways and Means, and
were assured that the published statements
already made in the general press reports
explained substantially his remarks on that
oceasion.  The Comissioner also gave a
statement compiled from the returns of the
Ianternal Revenue Oflice, showing the ave-
rage taxable capital and average non-taxa-
ble capital and the average taxable de-
posits and the average non-taxable de-
posits returned Dby persons, firms, asso-
ciations, and corporations other than
national banks, engaged in the business of
banking, during the tax-year ending May

31, 1876, and exhibiting the following:

Amo!

no‘t“'ll‘l:f;:btle. l‘&tag?et. Total

Canl- )
tal..® 20,103,760 £100,467,720 & 216,651,498

e0-
51&1?.773.342,019 593,433,400 1.366,775,419

Additional statement, showing tax col-
lected on deposits, capital, and circulation
during fiscal year ending June 30, 1876:

Taxrble amount, Tax collected,
Baok deposits....$69.908,150 00 B2,999.530 75
Capital.ioeies .. 187,843,922 00 089,219 61

Cireulation....... 1,014,957 00 10,149 57
Clreulutlon of 90

er cent. of cap-

tdlensescosnnsnss 53,797 50 115 95
Amount of notes

of persons, &c.,

puid out........ 76,821 50 7,682 15

Total tux collected $4.006,698 03

THE PRESIDENTIAL PROSPECT WITH THE

TRIBUNAL.
impression among
formed is thut before the fribunal the
Demoecratic counsel will inake a big-
ger fight upon both Florida and Ore-
gon than upon Louisiava, and for the
reason that in the case of both of those
States certain technicalities are invelved
whieb, it is held, can be argued upon with
much more advantage before a purely

The the best in-

judicial  tribunal  than the points of
equity  which  principally sustain  the
claim  of the Democrats to the elec-

toral vote of Louisiana. There does not
to-nizht appear to be much diversity of
opinion as to Tilden’s right to the eight
votes of Leuisiana; but notwithstanding
the view of some to the contrary, it is a mat-
ter of doubt whether all technical forms of
law were not complied with by the Return-
ing Board. Tbe case of Xlorida will first
come before the tribunal, and if it decides
in favor of the Democratic electors that
would be sufficient to clect Tilden and
Hendricks. II it does not, the next case to
come before the tribunal will he that of
Louisinna, It may be that the Supreme
Court justices, who are great upon tech-
nicalities, may, notwithstanding that they
believe Tilden to be equitably entitled
to its vote, decide that technically
they belong to Hayes. "Lhen the issue
would hang finally upon Uregon, and it is
Lelieved that technically they must give but
two votes to Ilayes, and declare the other
vote a nullity. The impression is strong
that sueli will be the position of the justices
as above outlined. Should tbe issue hang
at lust upon Oregon it will make a tie, and
result in theelection of Tilden and Wheeler,
wlnel view is entertained by very many,
At this present time it may be said that the
entire decision of the questions involved
will in all probability rest in the bands of
the Supreme Court justices, for it is now
known that every Republican msember of
the commission has expressed his belief
that Hayes is eleeted, and every Democratic
member that Tilden is elected.—Special dis-
paich to the Baltimore Sun.

WHAT IT COST ROBERTSON TO BE HONEST.

Several’ days ago Senator Robertson,
of South Caroling, clected a3 a Repub-
lican, though a native of the State,
read an - nddress to the Senate favor
‘ing ‘ the recognition of the Hampton
government. He showed eonclusively that
. Chamberlgin  had been defeated by an
hornest and undoubted majority. The ad-
dress was' not listened to 'with' close atten-
tion apparently by bis colleagues, but to-day
it~ has “transpired 'that Senator: Robertson
has by this bit of- honesty ruled himself out
of the party. He received a polite commu-
nication day before yesterday informin
him that he could not enter the Republ
ean caucus on terms of fellowship with
'the rest of the members.—~Special dispatch
to the Gazette. - :

POSTAL.

A new post-office is established at Ruber-
meont, Lunenburg eounty, Va., an the route
from Lunenburg eourt-house te Burkeville,
with John W. Collins as postamster. Also
at Midway, Halifax county, Va.; on the
route from Wolfe Trap to Omega, ‘with
Mrs. Rebecea J. Torian as postmaster. Also
at Low Gap, Cabell county, Va., ‘on the
route from Cabell couri-nonse to Upland,
with Samuel H. Mopman as postmaster. J.
J. Digwer i appointed pogtmaster at Mere-
dithville, Brunswick county, Va., vice W,
J. Meredith, resigned. A

PRILADELPHEIA, Febrnary 1,—The Board
of Directors of the Pennsvlvania Rallroad
Company met to-day and declared the usual
diyidend of two per.
27th;0f February.
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time to make a full |&p
{raud, or inmability to decide who isreally |V

.of-which the -successful - candidate--must.

‘tion.

T o iy Vbt = l'OWﬂlﬁif ok
Raft. Tuckerafiswers that question
lows in his able ppeechs)

What is the meaning of the words “if
such nummber’ bé a mafbrity of the whole
nuimber of electors appointed?” We have
oken-of throwing out votes for illegality,

as fol-

appointed. Must these be counted as among
that whole number of eleétors appointed

gecure & majority ? T
The word ¢appointed”’ indicates an
afirmative answer to this question, and
the history of the clause as well a3 the con-
text, confirms it. If it had intended to
make a majority of the less number the
word “ appointed’”’ would not have been
added., and the word * voling’ or some
such word would have been used.

But the bistory is conclusive on this gies-
At first the clause read ‘if such
number be a majority of that of the elec-
tors.” This was at best equivocal.

It was thought, thut as then the Senate

was to.elect, if no such majority was ob-
tained, the election would most usually be
thrown into the Senate. Many were very
averse to this.
To prevent the eventual election by the
Senate as far as possible, Mr. Madison pro-
posed to insert “one-third” in place of
“majority”? in the clause. It was lost
(3 Mad. Pap., 1501). He then moved .to in-
gertafter electors,  who shall have balloted,”
saving, “so that the non-voting electors,,
not being counted, might not increase the
number necessary as a majority of the
whole to decide the choice without the
agency of the Senate.” It was lost ([d.,
1502). Then “Mr. Dickinson moved, in
order to remove ambiguity from the inten-
tion of the clause, as explained by the vote,
to add after the words ‘if sueh number be
a majority of the electors,” the word ‘ap-
pointed.””” Tt was adopted, nine States to
two (/d., 1502-8). A change was proposed
by adding, ‘*‘and who shall have given their
votes?’ after the word appointed. It was
lost (/d., 1509).

This meaning derived from the debates
seems to leave Lo doubt of the intention.
But the context is equally conducive to the
same conclusion.

The power to reject votes, of which we
huve spoken, would have enabled the houses
to reduce the number neceseary to elect to
a small minority. If a Stute attempts to
elect and certify, and does elect sone one,
but owing to defective returns it cannot be
decided whom, it would be unfair to count
her out from all influence in an election from
which her vote may be properly excluded.
She would therefore be counted as of the
electoral body, though her voice be not
heard.

Again, when the clection is thrown into
the House, the person elected must have a
majority of all the States, whether there or
not, and a mzjority of the whole numherof the
Senate is needed to the election of a Vice-
President. And by article 1, section 5, a
majority of each Ilouse constitutes a quo-
rum, but ¢one-fifth of those present’ may
demand the yeas and nays.

The distinetion between a majority of
the whole and of those preseut and acting
is thus clearly manifest, and the words and
context show that in this cnse the Presi-
dent-elect must have a elear majority of
the electors whom the States have ap-
pointed.

But suppose anineligible person Le voted
for. Is he appeinted? Clearly not. Tle
therefore cannot be counted among the
electors appointed. The State has not ap-
pointed. Her act was null.

So, during the civil strife, the Confederate
States appointed noelectors, The majority
required was of the electors appointed by
the Federal States,

But suppose, in such cases as Louisiana
and Florida, both parties claim to be elected
and no one can decide which claim is valid;
has there been an appointment? Doubtless
there has been. Our inalility to decide
does not negative the fact of an election of
some one. And hence, where a legal elec-
tion has been held, and electors have been
voted for, though the result may remain
undecided and in dubio, the legal conclu-
sion is that electors were appointed, though
we permit none to vote and reject all.

e —

AN INeniomLe DExocratic ELEcTon, &e,
Washington, February 1.—The Committee
on Privileges and Elections of the Senate
find tbhat Frost, the Democratic clector of
Missouri, is ineligible, and by law the Mis-
souri college had no right to till the vacan-
¢y. When the report was made the Oregon
investization was still open, The vacan-
cies in the other States were properly filled.
- ————

SovTi CAroLINA.— Washinglon, February
1.—Senator Robertson, of South Carolina,
presented resolutions in the Senate to-day
which he said were adopted at a mass-meet-
ing of white and colored citizens ut Barn-
well Courthouse oh the 15th of January:
which were rend. They are: :

¢ Resolved, That the 700 eolored voters
who enrolled their names in Democratie
clubs and the 976 who cast their votes for
General Wade Hampton and candidates on
Lis ticket did so to secure to their native
Stute honest government and home rule,
and to free ber from the thieving govern-
ment under which she has so long sutlered
from corrupt carpet-baggers and infamous
scalawams.”

Mr. Surgent, interrupting, said he objeet-
ed to furthier reading of the resolutions, as
they were not couched in respectiul lan-
guage, Sharp debate followed ; after which
Mr, Sargent, at the request of Mr. Patter-
son, withdrew his objections, and the read-
ing of the resolutions was continued. They
deny that there was intimidation on the part
of whites towards blacks, and favor thesup-
port oi the ITampton government. The
resolutions were then referred to the Com-
inittee on Privileges and Elections.

e

In reference to the custom-house conspi-
racy, an aceount of which was published
Wednesday, & member of a lurge firm in
Chicago suys that he was recently informed
by one of the principal bouses of ¥aris that
there were but two importing-houses in the
United States—one in Chicago and theother
in Boston—that did not have separate and
different invoices made out. One of them
was for the eustoms ofticers and the other
for the home oflicers.

A Columbia (8. C.) dispateh reports that
on Monday night the danger of a conflict
between whites and blacks at Timmonsville
was imminent, but at the latest accounts
everything remained quiet, although alarge
body of armed men still held the village. A
special correspondent writing from the spot
expresses the opinion that the crisis has
passed, and no serious trouble will take
place.

PROFESSIONAT.

DR. P. PETERS,
VETERINARY SURGEON
(late surgeon of the New York College of Veterk
nary Surgeons.)
1410 FRANKLIN STREET,
All kinds of VETERINARY MEDICINES kept
on hand for farmers’ use. de 4-dL&w3m
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TIONS PARTXERSINIpY,
ISSOLUTION OF PARINER~11p
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style of STORRS & COL hotween AL % <oy,
W, GODSEY, GERVAS STOURS, s | W
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ASTURANCE COMPANIES,

RI‘.:II}UJ;\']) FIRE ASROCTATION OF
VIRGIS A,

CAPITAL cveeirnasinniarann

HoME OFFICE: STATE DBANR BUILDING,
1111 MAry sTREET, RIcusoNo. V.
INSURES AGAINST LOSSES BY FIRE.
H., K. ELLYSON, Prestident:
WILLIAM M. HAXALL, Vies='re<bin
PODERT T. BROOKE, secivhaty,

i:inl L

N ..
DIRECTORS:
ALFLUED T, HAaRREs.
CUARLES (AN Lis
GEORGE W, ALLES
Bropann . MEani.

H. K. ELLYSON,

BOLLING W, HAXALL,

CLAY DREWRY,

JOHN W, WRIGHT,

EDWARD MAYO,

THOMAS ["OTTS,

WILLIAM H. HaXALL,

A DL WILLIAMS,

JONN AILLERN,

Tios, W. PEMBERTOXN. ]

WS DONNANJR., FRANCIAT, Isnknt,

FDGALR D, TAYLOR, * S, M, HOSENBAUM,
Tio3MAS 1% LANGUON, of Balthuore

—

WiILLIAM DL Glison,
CnAarLes L. Tobn,
Jonx FOTANNER,
L.D. i RENSHAW. JI2.
W, W. TIMBEBRLARY.
TWILEY Davis.

ASSETS JANUARY 18T, 185770,
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1841, market valn verend DG L00D OO
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er cent,. market valne eovvene 24200 OC
l.'f]:)' of Boston replstered bonds, G por )
cent., ArRer vilue . ooiiiiiirses 11 ) 00
Clty of Philadelphia regisiered boels
: 11409 W

6 per conte, minrkKel ViIUE e
State of daryland registerod bonds 6
per cent., arket valee -
Virginia conzols, narket
senred Dy (st oy
real estite (vaelued e 260,004
Loans on eollaterths (markel vl
collaterals 379.641.50)
Cash in Nutionul Bank of Vi
in company's nifee
Interest due and acerued
reminms fo bends of aents ...
O Cr=TUINI UL cavivsssrsanrinsananrraees
Bills recolvable for prémiums .. ....

fo 1-1m

N. WALKER & CO., GENE _

Jo SURANCE -\";!-Z.‘GT;-’. lll}l-i Ml sTREE
RiciMoy b VAL, penresentiug e e T

NOIUTIE BRITISH AND MERCANTILY ’_\'
SURANCE COMPANY, of Landon and Falin mirgld
Cipital, 3 10.000.000 @2old. )

AMAZON INSURA ,ifl'lf :':?,\Id",\ Y.

411 Olpo—=aasets over B 1. e, i
A IIATTAN FARE INSURANCE COMEPANY

AL LN
'

Gl | incio.

pf Niew Y ark— swls over wEO0 000 :
I .\'l'll..\_\"!.‘li' INSURANCE €0 Mrasy. d
Brooklyn, N. . weets over 500,000, e

PHENIY INSURANCE CoM'ANY,
yn. N. Y.—wssets over 22.500.000. o
TPOTESMOUTH INSURANCE COMPART
Sortsmouth, Va,—issels over A50,000. inh

Depositel with the Treasurcs of Virzine. 2 h?’l
200, Losses equitably adjusted aud prowgdiy r—vl-hh
L.afs ageney.  Applications sulaited, sud :m-m"-l‘
stention given theselo® e

e e e e e A —— - ——

99-CENT STORY.

Go TO TIIE 95-CEST STORE FOR

fren tved

NS STIFF HATR, | We hawe
WIEN'S SOFT HATS, J;‘-"““’ boautifid 1"AN-

.]':[‘ PICTURES (very
ROYS' SOFT MATS, o p e

'RAMBULATOLS, ue¥
[BRACKETS, oe%
\§s

'LADIES' HATS,

LADIEE K1D

ISITAWLS, DICKE
GAUNTLETS, | )
fcOMPLETE WORKS

ARGAND LAMUES, e

lmoLMES'S €U
WATERPROOF

UMBRELLAS, |PLETE WORKS TLa8*

short ‘exercises {n reading; when the lcitezsefa
book appear to blend one with another, or tobeccane
double; when more Hght §5 requlsite than ruamriL:
for example, when the camale must be placed
tween the eyes aud the book; when objects, eamno’y
e seen without removiog them to an in s
tance; when much dificuliy s found in threadins; 3
neeale; when the eyes'become confusadas if Vaey
havea mist before them; when K Feems
floating in the light; when any of the above Fa¢ fes-
tions arise, all atfectatién shounld be hatd aside, n
skilful opticlan consulted, and a of “PRE-
SERVERS ™ purchased. T

JANNEKE, Op'ela
cole agent for the city Ofgglehmo!r.d.
2 corner Twellth and Aain streets.

fe
G REAT REDUCTION IN
PRICES AT A. B. LIPSCOV®'S,

quence of the hard times and ¢ ampetition %am de-

No. 116 CARY STREET.—Ia f.onse-

termined to sell work at lower ‘frares than ever, and
Ir those who need anything tf:um:r line’ wilk come
and examing my stock, 1 promise to make prices sat-
fstactory. I hive for aa'e nuﬁ(} 45, SPRING-
DRAYS, FARM-WAGOMNS, and FARM-CARTE, at
less prices than they €.n be bought for anywhere
else lu the clty.  OLD 'WORK tuken Jn exchimge. |
fie 2-e0dSm = = 2 :

MONTAQUE, 5 B
- - THESIGN-PAINTER, "
~T N6\ b south Tumth. streeticr

b

cent., payable on the

L teapar

.::L ANDS COM pPLEtE

}
MISSES' SHQES, :

!Caum.swemﬁw‘r |

LADIES® SHOES,
WORKS, uew NKKD-

CHILDREN'® SHOES,
r . - -
GENTLEMEN'S SHOES. | ABLE-CUTLERY:

Savemoney by buying al

5 BROAD STREET.
i —50——--.-_.:—_..-':-—’?-"-'*—‘...

'CGNPSC-'I'I“NP.BI& e,
HOICE GOODS.

RAISINS, CURRANTS,
CITRON, sxmu.xny.}:;:(: DS,
PINE, NUTS, FIG
exay PLZZINDS, 807 Bmd;tr:;t- .
Nlee assorted FRENCH CANDY 30c.pe gt

7 8 iy rels
RANGES, &e.—Iive bar
H‘gvﬁ-r‘}zgnsa QEANGES, nut d0 ou!f;d
but sweet 10, 1CABRIEN DRAGON FIRE-CRAC

. PN .

buagy

;-igi%ﬂm fer Il{sb’




