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CITY TAXES AND PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS, for writing these notes on the ground that they 
It has been urged on the attention of the editor . were futile and only encouraged the kaiser and 

,  , .  ,  , ,  I V * '  1 _ „ -1 C1  Un«/]i 'nA> nrvnûOroH I rt 
of The Tribune that the articles recently pub­
lished on this page, so far as they have effect on 
the mind of the taxpayers, will have a tendency 
to put a stop to public improvements and prog­
ress in the city, and that is a thing to be deplored, 
the objectors tell us. We think the argument is 
without merit. This newspaper is not opposed to 
public improvements. It is opposed to spending 
more than the city's income in the ordinary run­
ning expenses of the city government, and mak­
ing up the deficit by increased taxation. A pub­
lic improvement of any size cannot be made 
without first getting the consent of a majority 
of the property owners who will have to pay for 
it when it is completed. But new names can be 
added to the payroll of the city, and new posi­
tions can be created for the city taxpayers to 
pay for, without any consultation or approval on 
their part. Extravagance in city expenditures, 
too many jobs made for the sake of providing a 
good salary for some politician, or the friend of 
some politician, increased expenditures in all de­
partments of the city government without regard 
to the means on hand to pay these bills of ex­
pense—these are the things that put a city in the j 
hole, and not public improvements taxed against j 
the property benefited. The majority of the tax- j 
payers affected can always stop any public im- \ 
provement they do not want to pay for by re­
fusing their consent. The minority must give I 
way to the judgment of the majority because j 

that is the fundamental principle of democracy, j 

To those who feel nervous about progress and j 
city improvement being stopped by a campaign ; 
for economy in city expenditures we would sav j 
that we can see no force to their arguments. ~\\ e j 
repeat once more the statement that we are not j 
opposed to city improvements, but are opposed to j 
extravagant methods of carrying them out, and j 
extravagance in the ordinary running expenses j 
of the city. | 

The city of Butte is a good example of what j 

reckless extravagance and padded payrolls will j 
do to city finances. It was not public improve- j  

ment» that put the city finances of Butte in their | 
nresent shape, but too many city salaries, and 
too reckless expenditure of the city cash in its j 

regular and ordinary functions. The banks of i 
Butte, which refuse to cash any more city war- : 
rants, offered to continue to buy them if the j 
city council of Butte would cut a lot of names off j 

its payroll and reduce its ordinary expenditures j 
to fit its income, in accord with the recommen­
dation of an expert efficiency engineer, who ex­
amined the matter to find the cause of their 
financial difficulty and suggest a remedy. That 
meant a lot of city employes losing their connec­
tion with the city treasury, and the city council 
of Butte refused the remedy. They said it was 
"ridiculous" and "absurd" and that the only 
remedy was to boost taxes. Several years ago 
they asked the legislature to give them authority 
to raise the legal tax levy from ten mills to 
twelve mills and they got it. They soon spent 
the extra two mills, and more, and now they are 
back to the legislature asking a five mill raise 
again, which will be equally impotent to save 
their credit, unless they change their ways and 
cut down city expenses. 

There is a bill now before the Montana legis­
lature to raise the legal tax levy in all cities from 
ten mills to twelve mills. It is the tax booster's 
favorite remedy for his own extravagance. It 
ought to be defeated. Its only effect, if passed, 
will be to encourage more extravagance and 
waste of taxpayers' money in every city in the 
state. Let them cut the pattern of their ex­
penditures to the cloth they have. It is the only 
real businesslike way for any city to do. It leads 
to sound finance and improved city credit. It 
ioes not increase tax burdens. We hope the Cas­
cade county delegation in the legislature will 
vote against the city tax boosting law. They 
will if they know that the taxpayers of this city 
are opposed to it. and in earnest about it. Let 
!hem know it. 

his junkers, and Senator Harding appeared to 
have like views. The whole crowd told the presi­
dent to shut up, for the love of Mike, or words 
to that effect, for he was only muddling things 
and making the winning of the war by the al­
lies more difficult. They have taken on op­
posite tack now in the face of the facts they 
can no longer ignore, and Senator Harding 
seems to think that the collapse of the kaiser s 
government was almost a crime and the presi-

i dent next door to a criminal because he was 
responsible for it. Senator Penrose also finds 
his gorge rising fast because the president 
visited London instead of staying in Paris. He 
accuses him also of making " a triumphant 
tour" of Europe and ignoring the rule of Jef-
fersonian simplicity and so getting us in bad 
with the lovers of the simple life in Europe. He 
says the president is surrounding himself with 
"pomp and ceremony" and that he is "aping 
royally." Too bad! How the trust senator 
from Pennsylvania must hate this departure 
from the ways of old Thomas Jefferson, the 
father of the democratic party in this country. 
But that is not the worst part of the president s 
offending in the eyes of his critics. He has pur-
suaded the powers to accept all of his fourteen 
peace propositions when Henry Cabot Lodge has 
shown that five of them are "silly" and do not 
represent the views of the American republic. 
And Senator Harding has now discovered, a lit­
tle late it would seem, that the president is a 
liar, and deceiving the world because he said 
that this country went into the war to make the 
world safe for democracy. "It was a lie from the 
beginning," says the senator for the president 
to allow the impression to go out that we were 
in the war "for democracy's sake." I he word 
democrat or democracy -has an evil taste in the 
mouth of the republican senator from Ohio. 

How the senatorial members of the amalga­
mated kickers' association do hate President 
Wilson ! We greatly fear that their malady will 
increase .and there is no cure for it, for the pres­
ident continues to make them look like a pack 
of fools by the success he is having and the in­
fluence he exerts on the old world. He is the 
leading man at the peace conference today, and 
his policies are being adopted one by one, and 
that must be gall and wormwood to the little 
men in the senate who have been picturing him 
to the country as part fool and part knave. They 
look so small in the eyes of the citizenship of the 
United States compared to the heroic stature of 
the president that their gall bladder is likely to 
burst some day from engorged spite if the presi­
dent continues his success abroad. That might 
be fatal to them, but no one would miss them 
much. 

As a matter of fact, every candid man and 
patriotic citizen must now admit that the trip 
of the president to Europe has been fully justi­
fied by the results he has achieved. At first 
there was some doubt about this, even in the 
minds of his friends. There is none now. They 
must also be proud of the enhanced influ­
ence and respect which he has brought to the 
republic he represents and speaks for. and the 
nice sense of propriety and good taste he has 
shown in all his negotiations with European 
statesmen and rulers. 

H A S K I N  L E T T E R  
By FRED3RIC J. HASKIN 

NEW TREES FOR FRANCE 

£{je ©pinions of ©tfjera 

Washington, D. C.. Jan. 25.—Millions 
of plants nnd seeds are now being col­
lected by the American Forestry associ­
ation to be sent to France, to aid in the 
work of reforestation. The state of 
Pennsylvania has contributed IOÖ pounds 
of white pine seed and 50 pounds of 
Douglas fir seed. Minnesota has sent 
:200 pounds of white pine seed. But 
much more is needed. France can use 
7<K) pounds of these seeds. 

Te request for American seed came ! 
from the French Forest service to the j 
I 'nited States Forest service, but, while j 
the American organization was able to j 
send large quantities of plants and seeds j 
that it. happened to have on hand, if j 
had no appropriation with which to buy ! 
additional seed for France. So it turned j 
the request over to the American : 
Forestry association—a private organi- j 
zation of great wealth and influence. Mr. '  

j i 'ercival S. Ridsdale, secretary of the ! 
|  association, .is now in France, investi­

gating forestry conditions, with a view j 
to placing the assistance of his assoei- j 
ation where it will do the most good. j 

The condition of the French forests j 
today is so bad that it. has enlisted the j 
interest of foresters all over the world, j 
More than 1,250,000 acres of French j 
forest were actually demolished by the 1 
war. while over GO per cent of the re- j 
maining merchantable timber had to be j 

j cut in the cause of defense. This would ; 
! be a heavy blow to any nation, but to |  
i France, who had worked over and j 
\ cherished her forests for the past fifty j 
1  years, it is nothing short of a national ) 
; calamity. 
; In America, wood is a common ma- j 
j terial. There is plenty of it. and only j 
I recently lias it ever been suggested that i 
j the supply was not inexhaustible. Only, 
j recently has a forest conservation pro- |  
i paganda been launched. But in France. 
I devastated by many wars, wood was not 1 
!  plentiful, even at the outbreak of the ; 
'  war. The nation had to import one-third j 

of its lumber. Hence, the strictest kind ' 
of conservation was both preached audi 
practiced, and every effort was made to |  
increase the forested land. In a hundred ; 
years, France succeeded in creating |  
forests where formerly there were only j 
sandy wasts. in planting trees on barren j 
mountain slopes, and in establishing a 
national * timber resource that surprised) 

j the neighboring nations. 
Over 12 per cent of the French for­

ests is owned by the government. Forty-) 
three per cent is owned and regulated j 
by communes and public institutions, i 
and the rest is privately owned. Even the j 
t imber in the hands of the communes j 
and private owners is partially coritroll- j 
ed by the government. 

It may be imagined, therefore, that j 
after nourishing its woodland so vigi l 
lantiy. France tossed it in the arena of) 
war only with great pain and self-sacri-! 
fiee. The first demand was from the j 
French army. Barracks, factories, gun- . 
tocks. machinery, and miles and miles : 

>f trench boards had to be supplied. A 
! French wood-service division was ere-
i ated under the ministry of munitions, j 
! which obtained its timber supplies o:,ly :  

j with the permission of the French fur- ! 
jest  service.  I ts  work was made e x  -

j t remely difficult by the almost immedi­
ate occupation of the enemy, whose 

j forces were shifted from point to point. I 
!  . lust as the French army located a him- ' 
j ber mill at a point approved by the. 
(forest service, and pitched its tents and, 
j machinery for it week or two of hard 
I work, the (Jerman gun were certain to 
j disturb operation. 

Then arrived the British army. It. 
j too, needed timber for barracks, stable*; 
i and railroad ties, and it could not, wait 
j  for supplies to be shipped across the 
! channel. With a sigh of despair, the 
! French forest service presented the 
; Brit ish army with passports to certain 
I sturdy pine fjrests. some of them cou- j 
I taming trees a hundred or more years-
! old. Next, came the Canadians with a; 
! separate forestry regiment of their! 
j own, and more passports were issued, j 
I And. at last, came the Americans, with 

their fearful reputation for extra va- |  
1  gance. ] 

It began to«look as if there would be 
j a great deal of confusion and resulting |  
; inefficiency from the overlapping de- j 
I mands of France's allies. So an inter- |  
j allied council for wood products for war! 

needs was established, with headquarters |  
I in the famous old residence opposite the, 
! stattie of tieorge Washington in the 

I Place des Etnte-Fnis (I 'nited States) 
j Placet in Paris. Here the allies settled j 
i their timber disputes, agreed ou certain j 

I s  

isolated territories and ordered the 
movements of their forestry regiments. 

Meantime, the forests of the northern 
provinces of France were in the tends 
of the enemy—or, rather, what was left 
of them. The Germans had made them 
their special target, because they know 
that they concealed the movement of 
troops, the position of batteries and ma-
cine guns, and even machinery and am­
munition housed iu temporary structures. 
The very thickness of the timber and 
the underbrush, which made them such 
admirable coverings for defense opera­
tions, also made them conspicuous tar­
gets for the enemy. "When a forest, was 
under severe fire." says Colonel Henry S. 
Graves, ,-hief of the United States forest 
service, who has just returned from duty 
abroad, "the damage was so great that 
there was almost no salvage. What was 
not split, cracked or smashed, was filled 
with shrapnel splinters, making it im­
possible to saw a board or crosstie. In 
some places, a few snags, splintered 
stumps, shattered trunks and limbs are 
all that' are left of what was once dense 
forest." 

An American author who recently re­
turned from France says that he has 
never seen such dismay written on any 
human countenance as that on the face 
of a French forestry officer who es­
corted him thru a strip of territory just 
vacated bv the enemy. "Heboid—the 
work and care of a century -it is gone. 
We can not do it again in a hundred 
years," said the officer. 

This depletion of the French forests 
bas grave economic aspects. For it 
means the virtual destruction / 'f 
France's home wood industries, which 
before the war supported hundreds of 
people. Thruont the forested regions be­
fore the war there were numerous settle­
ments—communities in which every 
household Luid its woodman and its 
woodcarver. The industry is handed 
down from one generation to another. 
Thus GO years ago. these settlements 
were turning out only a slight variety of 
articles—mostly spoons, salt-boxes, 
shepherds' boxes, scales, wooden meas­
ures. bowls, funnels and spindles. But 
gradually the demand from Paris for 
wooden articles became vastly greater 
and the skill of the artisan increased to 
meet it. Now every house has its work­
shop—or did before the war where 
various complicated articles of wood 
and iron, like mouse-traps, cloak-pegs, 
machine tools and lattice work, are 
turned out. 

The reason this home industry has 
survived before the advance of the in­
dustrial factory is that the workers 
have been contented with small earnings. 
Most of them have their little farms or 
truck gardens behind their workshops, 
where they raise enough to support the 
famiiy, and occasionally enough to sed 
in the nearby town. In the same way, 
France has also supported a large home 
basket and toy industrv. 

Thus, the whole of France is aroused 
over the destruction of its forests. Even 
1 he voice of lament is raised by its poets. 
Ilere is one stanza inspired by the ca­
lamity : 

"Brave stood, brave feil these trees. 
strong p l a c e  

Tn battle held. Come, freemen, trace 
Your jov of new-won liberty. 
Your regained freedom of the sen. 

From this great gift, ami heip replace 
The forests of France." 

Major Wounded Three 
Times Overseas Back 

Visiting in Bozeman 
Special to The Ihiilv Tribune. 

IWeman. -Ian. 27.- Maj. Charles 
Sheridan, who has been granted sick 
leave for three months, is home to visit 
his parents and other relatives and 
friends in Bozeman. while recovering 
from the wounds he received iu the thick 
of the fight overseas. He was wounded 
three times, lie is learning to make 
good use of his left hand ami arm with 
hopes that he may eventually recover 
the use of the right. 

THE MORTGAGEE'S INTEREST. 
Thou, too, sail on, 0 German state; 
Your course you shifted pretty late; 
Now. laden t.> vour water-line. 
You dare the gaie and floating aune. 

We want to see her keep afloat. 
Because we own the darned old boat. 

United War Work Fund 
TMÊBÊÊÊÊIÊMMÊÊÊMÊTMMÊMMTMÊMÊÊÊÊTBMMÊÊTMMMMMÊMÊÊMMMÊIMMMÊÊMÊMBMMM 

Payment of Subscriptions Is as Follows:— 

December 2, 1918 50^ 
January 15, 1919 25% 
March 1, 1919 25^ 

The Second Installment Is Now Due 

Please make payment promptly to S. S. Ford, 
Treasurer, at the Great Falls National Bank. 
Payment in full, if convenient, appreciated. 

f-TRAVE LETTE 
^ By N1KSAH 

Absalom's Tomb 
who 

tombs, none more pathetic and typical : 

111 OBJECTORS SET 
FREE; TI REFUSE 

TO LEWE P0IS0» 

The spirit of the days when Palestine] of Israel than this of the man 
was the center of history remains un-; who might have been a king. 
changed in many places of the Holy j j f c  ,joes  no t ;  mi ltter that Absalom nev-
Land. This old world atmosphere clings ; »P rested in this tomb—that he was 
about the Vole of Jehosephat arul^ is - thrown after his last fatal escapade in-
typified iu the tomb of Absalom. The ; t o  a  pj t  a l l (j  e0ycred with a heap of 
Vale of Jehosephat shelters many j stones. Absalom, it is said, himself had 

the stone monument carved, and tho h • 
never entered it., memories of him are 
more vivid here than elsewhere. 

His chosen resting place receives 
scant attention. It might be less deso­
l a t e  i f  i t  w e r e  e n t i r e l y  f o r g o t t e n .  J e w s  
who pass that way mark the tomb and 
go out of their path to hurl a stone at it 
and curse the memory of the traitor to 
David and his country. The stones lie 
scattered at the base of the tomb iu tes­
timony to Palestine'"-* living hatred for 
the historic sympboi of ingratitude. 

The tomb itself is cut from a great 
piece of bed rock. It is a square hollow-

j P(] 0U£ an ti surmounted by a pointed 
f ,  I dome. Its columns are defaced by 

Not Glory of God, They Say; stoues Cist with good a ;m. Moss, and 
f K h n r «  i ' p f  X P W  C l n l h p « ;  a n d  P v , ' n  s u , a i l  t r e , ' s  a r e  s p m ^ i n g  f r o m  t h e  Utners i.et x\ew Lioines ami ora ( .ks  i n  i t s  wa lLs .  u  i t  WCre not a. 

$100 to $500 Each. part, of the valley floor it would not 
————— • have survived so long to point a morai 

J.eavenworth. aKn.. Jan. 27.—The re- j for the inhabitants of Palestine. As it 
lease of li:> conscientious objectors, j  is. the centuries and hatred have re-
hunorabiy discharged from the service j duced it from the place of solemn 
by war department orders, was begun I grandeur planned for a king, to the most 
at the disciplinary barracks at Port ! desolate tomb in a velley of graves. 
Leavenworth this morning. Two, how- ^ 
ever, refused to leave, saying it was , 
against their religious scruples. 

The two men who refused to accept 
their libertv declared that such "would 
not be for the glory of God". Instruc­
tions have ben asked from Washington 
on their cases. 

The men discharged were given their 
mileage to the point of induction into 
service. They also received a -suit of 
civilian clothes. It was said some of the 
men had between S100 and $000 await­
ing them in the form of back pay and 
allotments. 

W I L L  Y O U  W A L K  I N T O  M Y  P A R L O R  
A Mr. Cobb has married a Miss Webb. 

He knew that they were meant 
joined as soon as he spied her. 
Bits. 

be 
nt-

NOTICE TO CRKDITORs.  
Estate of Kdward B. Cranston, deceased. 

Notice is hereby given by the under­
signed administrator with the will annex­
ed of the estate of Edward E. Cranston, 
deceased, to the creditors of and all per­
sons having claims against the said 
deceased, to exhibit them with the neces­
sary vouchers, within 10 months after the 
first publication of this notice, to the 
said administrator, at the law offices of 
Freeman &. Thelen, rooms 12 to 15. Con­
rad Bank building. Great Falls, Mont . 
the same being the place for the trans­
action of the business of aaid estate in 
the county of Cascade 

Dated January 6. 1919. 
DAVID E. CRANSTON. 

Administrator With the Will Annexed 
of the Estate of Edward B. Cranston, 
deceased. 

(First publication January 7, 1919). 

THE NEW POWDER 

HUDNUT'S 
3 FLOWERS FACE 

POWDER 
TRY A BOX! 

Lapeyre 
Bros. 

PRESCRIPTION 
DRUG STORE 

• «  ̂ > 4 • • • • • •-•-4 •  •  •  ••  <• * * * »««.«.»» «--+ 

When in the City, Eat at tha 

Gerald Cafe 
A FIrst-ClMs Restaurant with First 
Class Meals. Private Bax»s far L&dlas 

WILLIAM GRILLS, Praprletor 
217 Central Ava..  Great Falls,  Hint 

T O M  W I L L  B E  T O O  
(Columbia State 

Doubtless there are fi sufficient m 
play Cassius. China and the other cor 
dent Marshall would only consent to 
tu. Brute. 

B U S Y .  

rrpuhli 
if vi< < 

Ha ngi 
is the be 

T H E  B E S T  I N  
(Toronto Mail and 

may be too good for 
we have. 

S T O C K .  
Standard. ) 

the Hohen but it 

THE PRESIDENT AND HIS CRITICS 

It is remarkable how everything the president 
of the United States has done provokes the stern 
disapproval of his critics in the senate. He 
needs forgiveness for all the things he has done j The president 
and the things he has left undone as the praver ! Wn (iu,> 10 a dPsirc 1 
" '  ° [ in general. 
book has it. Here is Senator Harding of Ohio, S 
who finds that the president is "almost crim­
inal" in his utterances in the correspondence 
with Berlin because those winged words of his 
that broke down the German autocracy and 
served to bring the war to an end as much as 
bullets did encouraged revolution and bolshev-
îsm. "I do not forget," he said in the senate, 
"that the executive during the war preached the 
(ioctrine of revolution in the central empires. 
The doctrine was preached that revolution was 
necessary to bring about tranquility in the world. 
You started a fire that is difficult to put out 
now." Here Senator Harding seems to admit 
that President Wilson's note writing is respon­
sible for the flight of the German emperor and 
the collapse of the war party in Germany. But 
while he was doing that, Senator Lodge, another 
member of the amalgamated kickers' organiza­
tion in the senate, was roasting the president j word. 

H E  T O P S  T H E  P A Y  R O L L S .  
I Anaconda Standard. ) 

The prol'esh will recognize Editor Ford as a mau of high 
principal, anyway. 

W O N ' T  N E E D  M A S K S  T H I S  T R I P .  
(Louisville Post. i 

failure to appoint any senators may have 
how his opposition to gas attacks 

T H E Y  S H O U L D N ' T  A N S W E R  T H E  B E L L .  
(Macon Telegraph.) 

L e a v e  it to Holland and' the custom of visiting around 
among the neighbors will be abolished. 

T H E Y ' V E  C A N C E L E D  T H E  S C H E D U L E .  
(Detroit News. I 

Peru and Chile should be advised that these post-season 
games are never a success. 

W I L L  D O  C O N S C I E N T I O U S  S P O N G I N G .  
(Indianapolis News.) 

Conscientious objectors who have been living off the army 
will now have to go to work or sponge on some more for­
tunate relative. 

N A T  W O U L D N ' T  S H Y ,  A N Y W A Y .  
(Knoxville Journal.) 

The next woman aspiring to be the wife of Nat Goodwin 
can approach on the safe side when she starts to slip on the 
halter. 

W< 
send 

W E L L ,  T H E  C O O T I E  I S  N O  B E A U T Y .  
(Memphis Commercial-Appeal.) 

wish they wouldn't call those place« to which they 
jr soldiers "delousing" stations; it 's such a unprettj 

Start the New Year Right 
Systematize your work and save time, 

labor and money. 

D o  It 
Electrically 

Just as the modern store, office, or factory, can afford 
the electric motor, cash register, typewriter, adding and 
billing machines, so can the modern housewife afford the 
electric range, dish washer, suction cleaner, floor polisher, 
sewing machine, washing and ironing machines, because 
they are acknowledged by all who have used them to be 
Safe, Clean, Economical and Certain. 

Whether you do all or only a part of your own work, it 
will pay you to look into what the newest electrical de­
vices wili do to relieve you of wasted time, work and 
worry this New \ear. 

Information and demonstrations cheerfully furnished on 
all applications of electricity. 

Call at our display room, or phone 5921. 

At Your Service 

The Montana Power Co. 
Electric Block. 

LOTS 
Industrial Sites, Business Lois 

Trackage 

Residence Lots in all part«? of the 
city—With Water, Sewer, Cement 

W alks, Boulevards 

TERMS 
i/s Cash, '/sin 1 year, 'A in 2 years 
7 Per Cent Interest on Deferred Payments 

We accept Liberty Bonds at par 

THE GREAT FALLS 
TOWNSITE CO. 

9Vs Third Street South. First National 
Bank Building 


