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CITY TAXES A D PU BLlC IMPRO\ E'VIEVTS

It has been urged on the attention of the editor
of The Tribune that the articles recently pub-
lished on this page, so far as they have effect on
the mind of the taxpayers, will have a tendency
to put a stop to public improvements and prog-
ress in the city, and that is a thing to be deplored,
the objectors tell us. We think the argument is
without merit. This newspaper is not opposed to
public improvements. It is opposed to spending
more than the city’s income in the ordinary run-
ning expenses of the city government, and mak-
ing up ine deficit by increased taxation. A pub-
lic improvement of any cannot be made
without first getting the consent of a majority

size

1

of the property owners who will have to pay for |

it when it is completed. But new names can be

added to the payroll of the city.

and new posi- 5 3 3 ; z
I | tour” of Europe and ignoring the rule of Jef-

tions can be created for the city taxpayers to |
pay for, without any consultation or approval on |

their part. Extravagance in city expenditures,
too many jobs made for the sake of providing a
good salary for some politician, or the friend of
some politician, increased expenditures in all de-
partments of the city government without regard
to the means on hand to pay these bills of ex-
pense—these are the things that put a city in the
hole, and not public improvements taxed against
the property benefited. The majority of the tax-
payers affected can always stop any public im-
provement they do not want to pay for by re-
fusing their consent. The minority must give
way to the judgment of the majority
that is the fundamental principle of democracy.
To those who feel nervous about progress and
city improvement being stopped by a campaign
for economy in city expenditures we would say
that we can see no force to their arguments.
repeat once more the statement that we are not

We |

| shown that five
because |

 tle late it would seem,

opposed to city improvements, but are opposed to |

extravagant methods of carryving them out, and
extravagance in the ordinary running expenses
of the city.

The city of Butte is a good example of W hat
reckless extravagance and padded payrolls will
do to city finances. It was not public improve-
ments that put the city finances of Butte in their
present but many ¢ salaries, and
too reckless expenditure of the city cash in its
functions. The banks of
which refuse to cash any more city war-
rants, offered to continue to buy them if the
council of Butte would cut a lot of names off
payroll and reduce its ordinary expenditures
in accord with the recommen-
. who ex-

shape. too ity
regular and ordinary
Butte,

Clity
i'.:
to fit its income,
dation of an expert efficiency engineex
amined the matter to find the their
financial difficulty and suggest a remedy. That
meant a lot of city employes losing their connec-
tion with the city treasury, and the city council
of Butte refused the remedy. They said it was
“absurd” and that the only

Several yvears ago

cause of

“ridiculous” and

remedy was to boost taxes.

| Wilson!

| burst some day from engorged spite if the
| dent continues his success abroad.

they asked the legislature to give them authority
to raise the legal tax levy from ten mills to
twelve mills and they got it. They soon spent
the extra two mills, and more. and now they are |
back to the legislature asking a five mill raise
acain, which will be equally impotent to save

their credit., unless they change their ways and
cut down city expenses,

There is a bill now
lature to raise the legal tax levy in
mills. 1t is the
his own extravagance,
Its only effect,
more extrave
in every
pattern
have.

before the Montana legis-
tax booster's
It
il passed,
gance and
c¢ity in the
their
It is the only

ten mills to twelve
favorite remedy for
pught to be defeated.
will be to encourage
waste of taxpayers’ money
Let them cut the
ures to the cloth they
way for any city to do. It leads
and improved city It
tax burdens. We hope the Cas-

state. of ex-
pendit
real businesslike
to sound finance credit.

does not increase

sade county delegation in the legislature will
vote against the city tax boosting law. They

will if they know that the taxpayers of this city

are opposed to it, and in earnest about it. Let

them know it.

THE PRESIDENT \\l) Hl\ C RI TICS
It is remarkable how everything the president
of the United States has done provokes the stern
disapproval of his critics in the senate. He
needs forgiveness for all the things he has done
and the things he has
IHere

the

left undone as the prayer
Harding of Ohio,

i8

15 Senator
who finds that pres “almost crim-
inal” in his utterances in the correspondence
with Berlin because those winged words of his
that broke down German autocracy and
corved to bring the war to an end as much as
bullets did encouraged revolution and bolshev-
wem.  “T do not forget,” he
“that the executive during the war preached the
doctrine of revolution in the central empires.
The doctrine was preached that revolution was
necessary to bring about tranquility in the world.
You started a fire that is difficult to put out
now.” Here Senator Harding seems to admit
that President Wilson’s note writing is respon-
¢ible for the flight of the German emperor and
the collapse of the war party in Germany. But
while he was doing that, Senator Lodge, another
member of the amalgamated kickers’ organiza-

book has it.

ident
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said in the senate,
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tion in the senate, was roagting the president |

all cities from |

| shown

w.
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for “ntmg these notes on the ground tlmt thev
were futile and only encouraged the kaiser and |
his junkers, and Senator Harding appeared to |
have like views. The whole crowd told the presi- |
dent to shut up, for the love of Mike, or words
to that effect, for he was only muddling things
and making the winning of the war by the al-
lies more difficult. They have taken on 0p-
posite tack now in the face of the facts they
can no longer ignore, and
seems to think that the collapse of the kaiser’s
government was almost a crime and the presi-
dent next door to a criminal because he was
responsible for it. Senator Penrose also finds
his gorge rising fast because the president
visited London instead of staying in Paris. He
accuses him also of making * a triumphant

fersonian simplicity and so getting us in pad
with the lovers of the simple life in Europe. He
says the president is surrounding himself with
“pomp and ceremony” and that he “aping
royally.” Too bad! How the trust senator
irom Pennsylvania must hate this departure
from the ways of Thomas Jefferson, the
father of the democratic party in this country.
But that is not the worst part of the president’s
offending in the eyves of his critics. He has pur-

i3

old

suaded the powers to accept all of his fourteen |

peace propositions when Henry Cabot Lodge has
of them are “silly” and do not
represent the views of the American republic.
And Senator Harding has now discovered, a lit-
that the president is a

liar, and deceiving the world because he said

that this country went into the war to make the |

world safe for democracy. “It was a lie from the
beginning,” says the senator for the president
to allow the impression to go out that we were
in the war “for democracy’s The word
democrat or democracy thas an evil taste in the
mouth of the republican senator from Ohio.

sake.”

How the senatorial members of the amalga- ‘

kickers' association do hate President
We greatly fear that their malady will
increase .and there is no cure for it, for the pres-
ident continues to make them look like a
of fools by the success he is having and the in-
{luence he exerts on the old world. He is the
and

mated

pack

leading mun at the peace conference today,

his policies are being adopted one by one, and |

that must be gall and wormwood to the little
men in the senate who have been picturing him
to the country as part fool and part knave. They
look so small in the eyes of the citizenship of the
I'nited States compared to the heroic stature of
the president that their gall bladder is likely to
Pre ‘l
That might

be fatal to them, but no one would miss them

much.

As a matter of fact, every candid mun and
patriotic c¢itizen must now admit that the rip
of the !vl'v--;\frn' to Europe has been tull) I1S11-
fied by the results he has achieved. At first
there was some doubt about this, even in the
minds of his friends. There is none ne {
must also be proud of the enhan
ence and respect which he has brou

he represents and speaks
sense of propriety
all his

statesmen and rulers.
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HASKIN LETTER

By FREDZRIC J. HASKIN

NEW TREES FOR FRANCE

Washington, D. ', Jun. 25.—Millions isolated territories
of plants and seeds are now being col- |
| leeted by the American Forestry associ-

ation to be sent to Frapee, to aid in the

Meantime,
provinces of

[work of reforestation. The state of | of the enemy—or,
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Payment of Subscriptions Is as Follows:—

December 2, 1918 ..........50%
January 15,1919...........25%
March 1,1919..............25%

The Second Installment Is Now Due

Please make payment promptly to S.S. Ford,
Treasurer, at the Great Falls National Bank.
Payment in full, if convenient, appreciated.
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By NIKSAH

Absalom's Tomb

hus
goy The spirit of the days when Palestiney of Israel than this of the man who
f“"" wis the center of ¥ remains un- | who might bave been a4 King.
58t '-f.:mu-jl_'z_lf MAny Holy 1t does not mutter that Absalom nev
o dng o tats I:l e > ¢lings | ar rested in this tomb-—that he was
about the \""" of Je and 3 thrown after ) s last fatal eseapade in
typified tn th n. Thelr, 4 pit i wred with a heap ol
Vale of  Jehosephut shelters  1aany StomeE AL ia ‘said. himsoelf hed
tombs, none more piathetic and typical .1, and tho h
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Not Glory

BJECTORS SET
FREE; TWO REFUSE
10 LENE PRISON

of God, They Say:
Others Get New Clothes and
$100 to $500 Each.

leaver !

objecturs,
the service

was begun
3 at l~-»—!
Two. how-
it was

from
orders,

roing.
©, saying

ked from Washing

?m*'- i were
1 int

awaul
pay amd

and S50

of back

Wi
)
he forn

WILL YOU WALK INTO MY PARLOR

A Mr. Cobh hus 1 a Miss Wehb
« Kuew that meant to be
18 1 as h pied her.—Tit

| deceased,

given their

| the same

, memories of him are
id !u re than elsewhere.
resting  place reeeives

nttention. It might be less deso-
if it were entirely forgotten. Jews
who pass that was mark the tomb an
go out of their path to horl & stone at it
and curse the memory of the traitor to
David and his country, The stones '
scattered at the base of the tomb in tes-
timony to Palestine’s*liviug batred for
¢ historie sympbol of ingratitude.
The temb itself is cut from a greal
prece of bed rock. It is a square hollow
ed out and surmounted by a  poioted
Jome. Its eolumns  are defaced b
stones cist with good aim. Moss, &
oven small trees are springing from the

ks in its walis. ‘i:' it were not a

l:r' of the valley floor it would
have survived so long to point a me
for the inhabitants of Palestine.
the centuries and huatred ha
'd it from the place of solemn
wlenr planned for a king, to the u
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TO CREDITORS.
te of Edward B. Cranston, d
ctice i8 hereby given by the u
si p.m-J administrator with the will an ne
ed of the esta of Edward E. Crans
to t creditors of and all ;u.
havieg claims against the sald
. to exhidbit them with the neces
ers, within 10 mnnlhx after \n-
cation of this notice
r, at the ‘n\

NOTICE

& Th n, rooms 12 x~-
Rnnk hnllul ng, Great Falls
being the place for th
business of sald es

rml

action of the

the county of Cascade
Dated January 6. 1819,
DAVID E

CRANSTON
Administrator With the W Annexed
of the Estate of Edward © n
deceased.
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THE NEW POWDER

HUDNUT’S

3 FLOWERS FACE
POWDER

TRY A BOX!
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When in the City, Eat at the

Gerald Cafe

A First-Class Restaurant with First
Class Meals. Private Boxes for Ladles
WILLIAM GRILLS, Praprieter
217 Central Ave, Great Falls, Mantl

TOM WILL BE TOO BUSY.
Stale
Droubtless there sire & =uf ent 1 wr of republicans 1
play (Cassiy tannn anid the other cons \ T | R
dent Marshall w | only consent toou oo th ot
Br
THE BEST IN STOCK
¢l nto Mail Standard
i ) gowd Holier o1t ittt
HE TOPS THE PAY ROLLS.

tAnncomla Star

ard.

WON'T NEED MASKS TH!S TRIP.

t Louisville 1%

The president’s failure to appoint ar ennt 4 Ive
been due to a desire to show ! proesition Lo g 1oks
in general

THEY SHOULDN'T ANQWER THE BELL.
t Macon Telegr

Leave it to Holland and the custom of visiting around

among the neighbors will be abolished
THEY'VE CANCELED THE SCHEDULE.
(Detroit Newso)

Poeru aad Chile should be advized that these post seuson

games © NeVer o SUCCess,

WILL DO CONSCIENTIOUS SPONGING.

( Indianapolis News,)

on living off the &

Consaentions u.lJll(HlN who have army
will now have to go to work e more ;...'.
tunate relutive,

NAT WOULDN'T SHY, ANYWAY.
(Knoxville Journal.)
The next womnn aspiring to be the wife of Nt Goadwin

| ean approach on the safe side when she stiarts to slip on the
halter
WELL, THE COOTIE IS NO BEAUTY.
(Memphis Commercial-Appeal.) |
We wish they wouldu’t call those places to which they

send our soldiers
word,

“delousing” stutions; it's such a unpretty

Start the New Year Ri

Syvstematize your work and
labor and money.

Do It
Electrically

Just as the modern store, office, or factory,
the electric motor, cash register, type writer,

save

they are acknowledged by all who have used
Safe, Clean, Economical and Certain.

vices will do to relieve you of wasted time,

worry this New Year.

all applications of electricity.
Call at our display room, or phone 5921.

At Your Service

Electric Block.

time,

can afford
adding and

billing machines, so can the modern housewife afford the
electric range, dish washer, suction cleaner, floor polisher,
sewing machine, w ashing and ironing machines, because

them to be

Whether vou do all or only a part of your own work, it
will pay vou to look into what the newest electrical de-

work and

Information and demonstrations cheerfully furnished on

The Montana Power Co.

LO

TS

Industrial Sites, Business Lots
Trackage

Residence Lots in all parts of the
city—With Water, Sewer, Cement
Walks, Boulevards

TERMS
/3 Cash, Vsin 1 year, /5 in 2 years

Per Cent Interest on Deferred Payments

We accept Liberty Bonds at par

THE GREAT FALLS
TOWNSITE CO.

915 Third Street South, First National
Bank Building




