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THE DEMOCRATIC CITY TICKET. 
The democrats of Great Falls put up an usu

ally good ticket for the consideration of the vot
ers of Great Falls this year. It is a business 
ticket. The men selected are men who have 
made good in their own business affairs, and who 
enjoy the confidence of the public in a marked 
degree. The candidate for mayor, Mr. Newman, 
announces a business rather than a partisan 
party policy in case he is elected. We highly ap
prove of that. We have had altogether too much 
partisan politics in the conduct of our business 
affairs in the city council in the past. It is the 
cause of a good deal of our past troubles. Alder
man Sullivan some weeks ago in discussing the 
south side sewer rake-off, voted for by a solid 
republican party vote in its inception, frankly 
acknowledged that party politics was to blame 
lor it. It got to be the ordinary and common 
mode of procedure in the city council for the re
publican majority to call a party caucus before 
the session of the council began and to decide 
in secret session just how each party member 
was* to vote on any matter of importance. 

There is really no field for party principles to 
operate in as far as city government is con
cerned. It is a business problem rather than a 
political one. It is a question of spending the 
taxpayer's money to the best advantage and giv
ing him the most service for the money spent. If 
all the aldermen on all the tickets held this view 
of their duty there would be little legitimate 
partisan argument left for this newspaper, or 
any partisan leader. As a matter of fact and 
experience, we know, however, that members of 
the city council do not always act on such busi
ness principles, and they are determined to con
nect their own party friends with city salaries 
as a reward of party fealty if they possibly can. 
That makes it hard for a mayor animated by a 
desire to give the people a business government 
where a hostile party majority is ready to block 
his plans by defeating his nominees for confir
mation. We have had several city administra
tions which started out with good intention 
wrecked just there. For that reason we advise 
the voters at the coming city election who have 
made up their mind that they want such a busi
ness administration as Mr. Newman would cer
tainly try to give them to vote for aldermen they 
feel sure would support him instead of antagon
izing him. And that means, of course, the demo
cratic candidates. To elect a man to office and 
then tie his hands with a hostile party majority 
is not wisdom or good political sense, though it 
is done all too frequently in our politics. 

THE RAILROAD PROBLEM. 
The director general of the railroads of the 

United States recently suggested a plan to crack 
the particularly refractory nut of railroad owner
ship and operations. Reduced to simple terms 
it consists in the government guarantee ol a 
small interest on the money invested in rail
roads by the private owners, plus a share in any 
revenue earned by the road above the cost of 
operation, including the government guaranteed 
dividend. This, he points out, would insure a 
minimum profit on the money invested by all 
railroads, while encouraging them to make more 
profits by efficient management, because they 
would share in such additional profits. It would 
also square itself with the idea put forward by 
some of the railroad employes of sharing in the 
profits of the road. The idea of the latter is not, 
however, to substitute such speculative profits 
for any portion of their present pay, but to add 
such profits, if there be any, to their present 
rate of compensation. In other words, they 
would be willing to share in profits, but not in 
losses arising from the operation of the rail
roads. 

It is not our purpose to enter into any dis
cussion of the merits of this suggestion at this 
time. But it is chiefly interesting to us as indi
cating a purpose to turn back the railroads to 
private ownership soon. In fact, all signs point 
to such action. The proposition of the late di
rector general, Mr. McAdoo, that congress ex
tend the time during which the government may 
operate the railroads for five years in order to 
give the people a chance to decide between the 
merits of private operation and public operation 
fell on unwilling ears so far as the last congress 
was concerned. That congress had an adminis
tration majority in both branches. If Mr. Mc-
Adoo's proposal with the administration to back 
him could not be put thru the last congress still 
less can it be put thru the next congress with a 
republican and anti-administration majority in 
both branches. The republican party seems to 
be pretty strongly committed against govern
ment operation of railroads. Therefore as a 
practical proposition we may pretty safely as
sume that government ownership is not to be 
thought of at the present time and government 
operation is also nearing its end. 

We are also pretty well satisfied that the re
turn of the railroads to their private owners and 
their operation by these private owners as pro
posed by the republicans is the popular thing just 
now. The railroad employes as a rule do not fa
vor it because they have found it much easier to 
get wage increases from Uncle Sam than they 
did from the private owners. The socialists and 
radicals do not favor it because it runs counter 

to their government ownership principles. But 
the great mass of the people who use railroads 
do favor such action because their experience is 
that they got better service for less money un
der private ownership than they now do under 
public operation. The conservative element, no 
small consideration when we come to estimating 
public opinion and voting strength, are opposed 
to all government operation of business from 
principle. 

All these factors point to the resumption of 
private ownership and operation of railroads 
when the present war authority of the govern
ment under which they were taken over ceases, 
if not before that time. We do not believe, how
ever, that this will solve the railroad problem or 
settle it by any means. Private ownership has 
never ceased, to be sure, but it will be a live is
sue in the future, and it is our judgment that it 
will be succeeded some time in the future by gov
ernment ownership and operation, and that the 
change is inevitable unless human nature 
changes. Our argument must be familiar to the 
readers of The Tribune. It is not that govern
ment ownership and operation will give us cheap
er or better service. At the best it will not be 
any cheaper or better, and at the worst it may 
be dearer and less efficient. We base our belief 
in the speedy coming of government ownership 
and operation of railroads on the conviction that 
the public will never consent to the private own
ers of railroads making profits out of the traffic 
on a scale that will tempt new capital to invest 
their money in railroads. We are willing enough 
to have a new factory, or any ordinary business 
enterprise that involves capital investment, 
make ten or fifteen, or twenty per cent profits 
on such investment to compensate them for the 
risk of loss. But we are not willing that the 
railroad investor should make any profits above 
and over a very moderate interest on his money. 
Experience of the past has shown that new rail
road investments are risky and often involve 
loss of capital, especially in the first years of 
such new railroads. No wise investor is going 
to risk his capital where at best no profits be
yond a moderate interest are possible, and at 
worst his capital may shrink considerably. We 
need more railroads built. We must have them. 
We need vastly more equipment and facilities 
for those already built. We must have them. If 
the private citizen will not invest his money in 
these enterprises then the government, or all 
the people, must do it. When they do that they 
become owners of railroads, and when the gov
ernment owns the railroads it will sooner or iater 
have to operate its own property. The railroad 
problem will not be solved by turning the rail
roads back to their private owners. It will only 
be postponed. 

PROSPERITY VS. STAGNATION. 
Everybody is talking houses. Everybody says 

fine and dandy. Everybody declares that Great 
Falls ought to have two hundred new houses this 
year and everybody knows it would make a lot 
of business for the dealers and that would be 
fine. Everybody catches the idea that it would 
create a lot of labor for carpenters and add to 
prosperity. 

Over against this you can find easily one hun
dred men who have got the money to build a 
home if they can be persuaded that they can 
make the investment now and not suffer too 
much thru the drop in materials hereafter. 

What then is needed? 
The answer is easy. Simply a getting togeth

er. The lumbermen should make a fair profit. 
They have surely traveled a rocky road thru the 
war. But the time has come for them to sharpen 
their pencils and just as the steelmen have done 
with the government arrive at the equitable 
prices. We think about every prospective buyer 
is willing to have the lumber dealer make a fair 
profit. 

Now, then, the dealer in plumbing supplies 
must follow the example of these same steel-
men. The thing needed in reconstruction is vol
ume of business right off the bat. The dealer, 
if there be any, who is saying I will be content 
with small sales and long profits hasn't got the 
idea. He is a disciple of stagnation instead of 
reconstruction. 

The same line of talk applies to the hardware 
lines, the concrete and everything else that goes 
into a house. 

This is exactly the doctrine that the new in
dustrial board at Washington talked to the steel-
men—namely: don't make your prices too high; 
don't make them too low ; make them fair—then 
let's begin reconstruction. 

The contractors ought to be interested in this 
propaganda. A committee of contractors could 
find out whether material prices are too high in 
Great Falls or not. We are not asserting that 
prices are too high in any line. We are simply 
indicating what ought to be done if there are 
dealers in any line who are choosing the big-
profit-small-volume road as was found to be the 
case with some steel manufacturers. 

It will bear repeating—the houses should be 
built. Let's not sit around all summer while the 
sky is blue and the grass is green. It will be win
ter again after a bit. 

H A S K I N  L E T T E R  
By FREDERIC J. HASKIN 

AERODOPE 
Washington, D. C., March 27.—While 

the flying business stands on the thresh
old of :i wonderful development, await
ing for the government to formulate a 
policy with regard to the use and man
ufacture of aircraft, the «dentists and 
experimenters keep steadily at work, 
opening up new possibilities in this 
great industry of the future. 

Undoubtedly, the most significant 
thing in the recent development of 
aeronautics is the rise of the dirijjible 
pas bag. A former article in this paper 
told of the great development of the 
captive bailoor late in the war and the 
use of the small dirigible (a sort of 
miniature "Zep" I by the navy depart
ment. New men of authority are saying 
that dirigible gas bag is a safer and 
more practicable method of travel than 
t bo plane. 

After extensive research and experi
ment. England's civil aviation ministry 
pronounces the dirigible airship worthy 
of consideration for commercial pur
poses, both for passenger and cargo 
transport, and sets forth the specific ad
vantages of the dirigible over the air
plane for commercial traffic in support 
of its stand. 

The departure which so changed tin-
tenor of aircraft progress is the use of 
helium gas to supplant hydrogen as the 
filler of the balloon envelope. Hydro
gen is easily inflammable; helium is not. 
With danger of fire almost entirely re
moved, and with excellent prospects for 
higher speed and carrying power, the 
dirigible takes its place at the most 
practical and adaptable commercial air
craft so far used. 

The newest dirigible, now being built 
by a firm in the mid west, promises a 
speed of from I'M) to 120 miles an hour, 
and ability t>> carry some GS.'XX) pounds 
of cargo. This new type, known as the 
saddle back dirigible, is built on differ
ent lines from the well known many-
sided war dirigible. It has a square en
velope, slightly hollowed below, so that 
the ship may hang close to the bag. 

The modern dirigible can remain in 
(he air a week without descending which 
makes it a practical machine for long 
distance flights. It can be built to car
ry passengers under more favorable 
conditions than the airplane. Fifty pas
sengers. even a hundred, can sail in the 
dirigible now being built abroad. Steam
ship quarters, saloons, roof gardens, 
plenty of room to walk about these are 
promised abroad the monster airships of 
the near future. 

Just now, in spite of such advances 
in evolving practical aircraft, there is 
a temporary but. marked slump in avia
tion. For the four years past practi
cally all the resources and invention ex
pended on aeronautics were expended 
in the interests of war. Then the war 
ended unexpectedly, leaving on the 
hands of our government alone .">0,000 
pilots, .'100.000 aircraft mechanics, and 
$800,000.000 worth of aeronautic ma
terial and equipment. 

The government has built up an ela
borate system of military aeronautics, 
but it has no policy whatever for a civil 
aviation program. Aviators and avia
tion mechanics discharged from service 
are forced to seek employment along 
other lines, for the present at least. 
Pilots are still required to obtain li
censes for flying from the war depart
ment. The government still holds on to 
its IfXW.UOO.OOO of motors, spruce, cas-
tor oil and other materials. 

l'util congress defines an aeronautic 
policy for the country, aviation will con
tinue in its present, state of partially 
suspended animation. If a progressive 
program is authorized, the golden age of 
air travel will begin. So the signs are 
interpreted by those who* best under
stand the aeronautic situation. 

Whether congress will establish a de
partment of civil aeronautics, with a 
cabinet officer in charge, or provide for 
a small aviation bureau in some existing 
department, or leave the war depart
ment to dtunn its $*00.000.000 worth of 
aviation goods on the market and into 
the scrap heap is a matter of wide con
jecture. Men interested in flying re
gard the situation as critical, and say 
that if congress does nothing to salvage 
und utilize the military aircraft supplies, 
aviation will receive a crushing blow. 

More official attention has been given 
to commercial aviation in Europe than 
in this country. France, Uritaiu, and 
Ilalv have ministries of aviation cor
responding to our executive departments 

headed by a cabinet officer. English 
firms plan an extensive systenj of air 
routes. "London to everywhere" is the 
aim, and routes are considered to China, 
Egypt, India, New Zealand, and even 
across the Sahara desert, and of course 
all over Europe. 

Some progressive firms in this country 
have found use for aircraft in their 
business. One large steamship company 
owns several planes which carry mail 
out to its steamships at intervals during 
their first twenty-four hours at sea. 
Small airplanes are used by some some 
western ranchmen whose lands are too 
extensive to be supervised conveniently 
by automobile. 

Aerial pleasure trips at popular prices 
are soon to be advertised by a New 
York aircraft firm. The experience of 
riding in the air was denied to civilians 
in war time,' but when the company gets 
its project started any New Yorker can 
have all the thrills of flying at the pricc 
of an opera ticket.. 

From overseas come various reports 
of aviation exploits. A Roman news
paper delivers its editions to nearby 
cities by airplane. London to Paris via 
nir is a fixed institution. Frai^- helps 
clothe and feed her devastated regions 
by sending 70 tons of supplies to north
ern France daily by air. All of these 
projects arc typical of the wide range 
<>f uses to which aircraft are being prac
tically adapted. 

Our prospering aerial mail service is 
potent proof of the practicability of the 
airplane for peace uses. Now the 
chances are that the dirigible will enter 
the postal svst.-m. A dirigible trunk line 
system has been worked out by which 
rn airship could carry mail from New 
York to San Francisco, collecting and un
loading mail at various cities, and all 
without one stop. By radio phone the 
dirigible pilot would DOtify each mail 
station as he approaches it. A net or 
similar structure would be fixed ready 
in the air above the station. The post
man would drop mail for the station into 
the net as he passed over, and then he 

I would drive his machine under the net 
and take on other mail sacks lowered 
from the net to his machine. 

No fixed plans have been made for 
opening this coast to coast route, but 
the long desired aerial mail route from 
New York to Chicago by dirigible or 
airplane is prophesied by midsummer. 

Mr. -Man Hawley, president of the 
\ero Club of America., states that 380 

i cities in the United States have asked 
i for th° coopération of the* Aero Club of 
! Vmerica and the Aerial League of Amer

ica to establish air lines to carry pas-
sensor?, express and mail. Mr. Httwloj 
adds that. " this would be considered as 

I public demand for î.erial transportation. 

Saco Comes Out of the 
Darkness Into Light 

S a c o .  March 2t>.—Saco now has elec-
I t-ic light», the city having been in dark-
! nes; since last year. The new manage-
:  nient has gone to a large expense in get-
i ting a new gasoline engine, new dynamo 
i and switchboards, as all the other equip

ment was lost by fire. C. E. Taylor is 
the new manager and Emil Lucht is en
gineer. 

J. W. AGNEW 
Real Estate and Insurance. 

Thisted Building. 
Phon« 9468 

Double corner, First avenue north, 
below Ninth street, at bargain price. 
Corner lot, Fifth avenue north; best 
apartment site in town. Corner lot, Fifth 
avenue south, close in. If interested, 
como and see me, I will make price right. 

SAFETY 
DEPOSIT 
BOXES 

We have just installed another complete section 

•of Safety Boxes in our vault and invite your in

spection and selection. 

Great Falls National Bank 
Strength and Service 

Established 1891 

Widow Will Divide 
Compensation With 

Her Mother-in-Law 
Helena, March 29.—For the first time 

in the history of the state compensation 
board, a widow has divided compensation 
with her mothor-in-law. The case is 
that of A. It. Ilenegar. colored, working 
as a switchman for the Anaconda com
pany, at Butte. He was killed August 7, 
lî>l!S. The widow and Mrs. M. J. Hen-
egar, of Seattle, his mother, will divide 
the $4,000 awarded. The board, as the 
law demands, pays the entire sum to 
the wife, who has notified the board that 
she will share it with her mother-in-
law. 

No English Strike; 
Union Accepts Offer 

London, March 29.—The 'dele
gates to the conference of the na
tional union and railwayman have 
decided to accept the offer of 
the government for the settlement 
of their demands. 

American Bank & Trust 
Co. of Great Falb 

R. T. Huckarde 
W. K. Flowerree 
Fnd A. Woehner 
Frank W. Mltchel 
L. B. Foster 
Robert Cameron 

DIRECTORS 
H. O. Letcher 

Wm. Grille 
Charte* ItrTaylor 

Albert J. Fousek 
Alfred Malmberc 
Ckarlee Hornlag 

Charte« E. Heiser 
OFFICERS 

R. T. Reekarde President 
W. K. Flowerree Vice President 
H. O. liescher Cashier 
F. O. Kelson Assistant Cashier 

Interest Paid on Time DtfodU 

For Sale 
5200 for inside lots. Klfth avenue north

west and Tenth street; $50 cash, balance 
$10 per month. Liberty bonds at par. 

$2,750 for 7-room house; bath: corner 
lot; 313 Kleventh street south; $750 cash 
will handle. 

No. 916 Eighth avenue north; four 
rooms, lot 26x160; retail grocery stock 
also for sale. 

No. 1022 Tenth avenue north; $1,000, 
lot 25x150. 

To rent: Pour-room furnished house; 
lot 50x150; $S0 per month; south side. 

L. M. McDonnell, Agent 
311 Firit National Bank Ituildinc. 

NO. assa 

First National Bank 
of Great Falls. Montana. 

UNITED STATES DEPOSITORT 
CAPITAL. - $200.00» 
SURPLUS ....- — vi»"-« »75,000 

DIRECTORS 
gam Stephenson E. X rowmai 

W. A. Brown W. M. Tbotvtoa 
jantes O'Grad» C J. K*lly 

OFFICERS 
Sain Stephenson .............. President 
W. M. Thornton .......... Vice President 
W. A. Brown Cashier 
L B. Armstrong ..... Assistant Cashier 
A. R. Moore Assistant Cashier 

Pioneer Bank of Cascade County 
Interest Paid on Time Deposits 

Safe Deposit Boxes for Rent. 

Stanton Trust & 
Savings Bank 

CAPITAL $200,000 
; SURPLUS 

DIRECTORS 
P. R Buckley J. O. Patterson 

! James W. Freeman Jacob C. Fay 
! Bart Armstrong A. Beardslee 
: Philip Jaeoby M. S. Kleppe 
: P. H. Jones S. J. Doylo 

George H. Stanton 
OFFICERS * 

! George R. Stanton ........M. Präsident 
P. EL Jones Vies Piesident 

I 8. J. Doyle Cashier 
j  H. If. Emerson Assistant Cashier 
j Staaten Bank Batldlms. Great Talis. 

RENTALS' AND REPAIRS'. 
ALU MAKCJI 

Ar rmwnrap resae am ttaer caeurz ewÀ/mr 

OTCAT FALLS TYPEWRITER EXCHANGE 
srsa/AJC fâfR/LTS* 

Complete Line of 

BIIRNHAH'S 
Toilet Requisites 

Lapeyre 
Bros. 

PRESCRIPTION 
DRUG STORE 

Western Canada and British 
Cnkimiiia Lands For Sale 

160 acres in good grain growing dis
trict. $10 an acre. Irrigated land in 

I southern Alberta, $70 and $75 an acre, 
t Improved farm. 14 miles from Winnipeg, 
$70 an acre. Lands suitable for mixed 
farming and stock-raising in British 
Columbia, $12.50 to $25 an acre, easy 
terms. Apply to A. D. Taylor, room 16, 

' Dunn block. 

When in the City, Eat at the 

Gerald Cafe 
A First-Class Restai rut with First 
Class Meals. Privat« Bsxss far Ladle* 

WILLIAM SBILLSk Proprietor 
217 Central Ave, Great Falls, MeaL 

MILCH COWS 
Three carloads of fancy milk cows, consisting of Hoi-

steins, Durhams, grade and thoroughbred Jerseys. These 
cows are either fresh or coming fresh and are Montana 
raised cows, and a fine bunch. An opportunity to get from 
one to a carload of choice stock. 

Can be seen at 3117 Second avenue south or can be shown 
from 10ôy2 Central avenue. 

L. F. RUTHERFORD 
105 ft Central Avenue Great Falls, Mont. 

Farm and Ranch Loans 
Money on hand at all times. Loans closed without delay. 

Write us and our field man will call. 

Wells-Dickey Company 
618 First National Bank Bldg. Great Falls 

MONEY TO LOAN AT 6% INTEREST 
WITH REASONABLE CASH COMMISSION 

Farm Lands on Crop Payments and Easy Terms 

THE HUGHES LOAN & LAND CO. 

BET BISMARK'S GLAD HE'S DEAD. 
(Charleston News and Courier. 

The Rhine is to be open to all nations. 

Two beautiful and thoroly modern 5 and 6 room bungalows, corner let 
on Second avenue north, for sale, that will return better than 12 per 
cent on investment. 

H. W. BROWN AGENCY 
16 Steele Block Fone 6333 

INSURANCE LOANS REAL ESTATE 
— —————fa» 

LOTS 
Industrial Sites, Business Lots 

Trackage 

Residence Lots in all parts of the 
city—With Water,Sewer, Cement 

Walks, Boulevards 

TERMS 
Yi Cash, Vi'm 1 year, lA in 2 years 
7 Per Cent Interest on Deferred Payments 

THE GREAT FALLS 
TOWNSITE CO. 

9V4 Third Street South. First National 
Bank Building 


