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CONGRESS ON THE JOB AGAIN

It with somewhat mixed feelings that the ever-
4ge citizen will read in his newspaper that Con-
gress has been called to meet on May 19. The
last congress adjourned leaving some of the most
important legislation before it unacted upon. It
is fair to state that this was the fault of the
senate and not the lower house. Among the
bills that failed were some of the important sup-
ply bills and the work of the government was
much hampered by this failure. There was also
most important general legislation left hanging
in the air while a little bunch of sorehead sena-
tors with anarchistic tendencies filibustered and
refused to let any bill come to a vote. The rest
of the senators sat like bumps on a log and let
them wreck all constructive legislation. They
said they were beyond their control and they
could do nothing to prevent them from carrying
cut their program of sabotage. Naturally a good
many people hate to see this helpless aggrega-
tion of statesmen in session again, because they
are largely the same men, and the public have
lost confidence in them, We think a good many
United States senators would be somewhat sur-
prised and pained if they knew how the senate
has declined in popular esteem and respect in
recent years. Some say that popular elections
by the votérs instead of the members of the legis-
lature has resulted in a lower grade of men get-
ting into the senate. We are not prepared to ac-
cept that assumption. It is too severe an indict-
ment of democracy in its implications. Yet it is
true that a score of years ago Massachusetts
would have been scandalized if one of its senators
had acted with so conspicuous a lack of dignity
as Henry Cabot Lodge did the other day when
without waiting for official confirmation or
knowing the facts in the case, he sent telegrams
to two societies of foreign-born citizens of Italian
ancestry informing them that he, as the next
chairman of the senate foreign relations com-
mittee, would be against the president of the
United States and with the Italian government
in its demand for the annexation of Fiume.
Imagine, if you can. the late Senator Hoar of
the old Bay state, resorting to such a palpable
and demagogic trick to secure the approval and
votes of foreign born citizens of the state. Some
of the republican newspapers of Massachusetis
who are supporting Senator Lodge are now jubi-
lently announcing that the senior senator from
Massachusetts has the Italian vote of the state
in his pocket as the result of his prompt repudia-
tion of his president and alignment by the side of
the king of Italy and its prime minister. Per-
haps he has, but are there no old fashioned
American voters left in the Old Bay state, we
wonder, whose votes may be lost by the quick
jump of their senior senator to the side of the
Italians in their opposition to the president of
the United States?

The new senate and house will have a republi-

can majority and a presidential election is ap- |

proaching. That fact takes first place in their
minds according to all the indications which are
in sight, and we very much fear that we will have

a congress so busy playing politics that they will | ! . e
| many’s former economic privilege in Shantung

have time for nothing else. Yet it will not be
the first time that the country has suffered
such infliction, and the average citizen has come
to expect it at such times, knowing as he does,
that what congress says and does is colored by
this fact, he makes the proper deductions in his
mind. It decreases his respect for congress, but
does not influence his vote very much. It makes
him tired and irritated, however, and generally
loses votes for the party in power, which is de-
luded into thinking it is making votes by treat-
ing all legislation with a view to its supposed ef-
fect on the next election.

The president has called an extra session on
May 19, and he does not expect to be in the na-
tional capitol himself until June 15. He will send
his annual message by cable. Evidenly the presi-
dent does not take congress as seriously as con-
gress takes itself. The fact that he does not
come home to meet them in their opening ses-
sion will doubtless be a new cause of offense in
the eyes of the self-important senators. It con-
veys to them the notice that the president deems
his duty in Paris more important than being
in his official station at the White House when
they first assemble. So another old precedent
goes smash, and the senators and congress and
the public have got so used to Woodrow Wilson
smashing old time precedents regarding what
the president may do and not do, that they hard-
ly notice it any more. Their protests and
squeals in the past have had so little effect that
they have practically abandoned them. A while
ago they would have threatened impeachment
or a declaration of forfeiture of office to such
glight on their dignity. Now they say little or
nothing and grind their teeth.

However, congress will soon be in session at
Washington with a president performing his
constitutional duties in relation to it, doing so at
long distance by cable or wireless or registered
letter, or something of that sort. But when
Woodrow Wilson does return, there will be a
whetting of knives and grinding of bolos for
l‘ﬁm all right. No doubt he%kmows that, but he

seems quite careless and serene about it if he
does. His single track mind functions right
along. He knows what he wants and mostly he
seems to get it also. They have discovered that
in Paris as well as Washington.

JAPAN AND EXPANSION.

The Japanese-haters in California and the
coast who have a fit every time a Japanese set-
tles on a farm in Mexico seem equally agitated
when there is any question of Japanese extension
or colonization in Asia. So we have Hiram
Johnson filled with enthusiasm and protective
love for China against Japanese agression. Per-
haps he would be willing to fight another war
rather than see his beloved Chinamen crowded
out of southern or northern Manchuria, or Mon-
golia by the detested Japanese. We think he
would, but we doubt very much whether many
Californians would volunteer for the overseas
expeditionary force. Fact is that it is not so long
ago that the coast people were ready to mob the
Chinese. They did not love them much or want
them about. Their sympathy with the Chinese
is new born and rather tender and callow in
spots as yet. If the coast statesmen were logical
they would be glad to see Japanese colonization
and expansion reach out into Asia which is its
natural outlet. A nation of nearly fifty million
souls confined in a territory about the size of
California and with considerably less arable land
and other natural resources is bound to expand
and seek more territory somewhere or remain
miserably poor. The thinly settled country in
northern Manchuria, southern Manchuria, Mon-

golia, and possibly Siberia forms a natural out- |

let. The resources of these countries are unde-
veloped and the Japanese could and would de-
velop them and add to the world’s wealth. If
we were afraid of Japanese colonization or in-
dustrial invasion in this country we would be
mighty glad to see the energy of this progres-
sive nation turned west toward Asia, instead of
kicking about it. The Springfield Republican
thus comments on Japanese affairs at the peace
table:

It is necessary to insult Japan in order to claim
for her a triumph at Paris in the settlement of
the Kiao-chau and Shantung question. For Jap-
an promises to restore this territory with the
fortress and seaport to full Chinese sovereignty.
If the promise is to be regarded as worthless,
and if Japan's occupation is to be permanent in
accordance with a well understood program, in
spite of the Paris agreement, then, of course,
Japan has outwitted them all.

People will be reminded of England’s original
pledge to evacuate Egypt and say that such
promises are scraps of paper. But, eventually,
France did force out of England concessions
which she regarded as an equivalent to her
rights in Egypt. Japan now offers her pledge,
not to China alone, but to the associated powers,

and that is some guarantee, that the pledge will |

be honored.
The secret treaty under which England and

France, in February, 1917, abandoned to Japan |

without reservation Kiaochau and Shantung
province, as well as the German islands in the
Pacific north of the equator, has not been recog-
nized. As for the assumption by Japan of Ger-

province, with the consent of the Paris confer-
ence, Americans may well remember that they
cannot oppose the acquisition of such concessions
by Japan on the continent of Asia while furious-
ly opposing any cession whatever of land or econ-
omic privileges to Japan in Mexico or Central
America.

We have to pay something, also, for our policy
regarding Japanese immigration and the suc-
cessful opposition of the American delegates at
Paris to the adoption of the Japanese racial
equality amendment to the covenant of the
league of nations. Japan is not the country to
fail to exact a price for the rebuff she received
in the matter of racial equality.

Even so, Japan appears to have agreed at
Paris that the whole future relation between
Japan and China, as well as the territorial in-
tegrity and political independence of China, is to
come at once under the guarantee of the league
of nations. This is a remarkable engagement
by Japan, in view of her ambition to develop an
Asiatic Monroe doctrine. The United States
has gone far in the opposite direction in insisting
that the American Monroe doctrine shall not be

| impaired in the least by the league of nations.

There is this much to say about Japan as a
treaty nation. So far as we have observed in
recent years the Japanese government has kept
its word and honorably performed all its en-
gagements to other nations. In this respect it
has a better record than most of the Christian
nations. If Japan engages to return the Ger-
man territory it captured in the war to China
from which it was taken by force by Christian
Germany, it will do it. It cost the Japs much
money and many lives to take this country from
the Germans, and the Chinese were not able to
do it. It only seems fair and just that China
should pay the Japanese for the service rendered
by giving them concessions elsewhere in north-
ern China, and that is what the Japs want in
exchange for Shantung and Kiaochau. We see
nothing unreasonable about the proposition, es-
pecially as what the Japs want from China is of
little value to them, and what the Japs propose
to give China is of great value to them, and cost
the Japs dear to obtain. !

HASKIN

By: FREDERIC J. HASKIN

LETTER

Washington, D. C., May 10.—If you|
do not understand the metric system of
measurement, look it up and learn it.
For there are strong indications that the
meter and the liter will soon displace |
the yard and the guart in all your deal-
ings,

A movement backed by scientific and |
business organizations in all parts of the
country has been started to accomppnb
this change. And the meter propagandists |
have made a strong case. The chief
reasons why we should abandon our
system for the metric are that the latter |
is much simpler and easier to learn, that |
it is more accurate, and above all, that|
it is now the compulsory system in every |
civilized country in the world except the |
United States and Great Britain.

That is the big fact. In all of our
dealings with foreign peoples and gov-|
ernments we are handicapped because we
do not use the same system of measure-|
ments. American scientists were com-
pelled long since to adopt the metric |
gystem, with the result that many of
their pnblications are incomprehensible
to the American business man. There is
absolutely no good reason why the
metric system should not be adopted by
business in this country and in Great
Britain. The only thing that has pre-
>w:‘nt.efl its adoption is the inertia which
opposes all chapges. Numerous move-
ments have been started in Great Britain
to bring about the change, and a few
fechle ones have sprung up previousiy |
in this country. Now the war has con-
vinced thousands of persons of the neces- |
sity for using the universal language oi|
measurement in this country, with the
result that the meter has many new and |
influential backers. !

Any man who does not believe in the
{adoption of the metric system shonll
take a trip to any other country, except|
England, wearing his usual shirts, sized
in inches, and then try, when in a hurty, |
to buy and put on a clean collar sized
|in the metric system. This experience
.ixi guaranteed to convert him.
' “Thig country has lagged behind the
| rest of the world by neglecting to adopt |
| a system of quantity expression so
simple that the average child of ten can |
learn its essentinl features in ten
{ minutes,” is the way H. ). Hubbard, one,
of the experts on weights and measures |
| at the bureau of standards, put it. “Our |
| failure to cast aside a clumsy medieval
system for one that is modern and
| practical has greatly handicapped us 1n
| business abroad and at bome. Since all|
I'he world has adopted the same alphabet |
of letters for written expression, and |
Arabic pumerals for mathematical |
a universal standard of |
would facilitate |

|

|

| the
computations,
weights and measures
business enormously.”

The movement for the adoption o
| metric system in this country already 1s
| widespread, The World Trade club of |
| 8an Francisco and the Metric association
of New York, gre the active leaders in|
They have the support
| of the National Wholesale Grocers' asso-

cation, and of druggists. chemigts, all
{ men and women engaged in scientific
| work, and many of the country's fore-
| most business men, The Burean
| Standards is behind the movement with
{all its force.
The need for a universal system of
| standards was strikingly brot cut dur
| the war, The metric s¥
| official system for all trench
firing, map making snd in ]
{ ture of shelis and guns, Our ¢
cers in Frapce soon realized !
{ lute necessity of adopting the
i system.

Our present system of weights
| measures is known as the Briti
customary system. We got the
| from England, and the English g«
| from the Germans. It is rather iuter
esting to note that, after giving England
and the Unnted States this clumsy sys-|
| tem, the Germans themselves, promptiy
| abandoned it |
Altho our system is supposed to be

f the ‘

| the movement.

of

and!

identical with the WBritish, there are|
many points in which they differ. All|
the liquid and dry measures are differ-

ent. In Englund th
ounds ig used in pHace
of 2000 pounds, often 1
misunderstanding in  busin
tions between the two

ind ton
g about|
transac-
«

The change to the n o system could |
be brot about without copfusion and at
vory little expense. Contrary to the

prevailing idea, many weights © t.i_ri
re-adjusted, while scale beats could be
| re-marked. New measuring toois could
purchused as the old ones wore out.
he 34 countries that have already adopt-|
| ed the metric system made the change
!thhu!;: sarions interference to business, |
land in a number of countries the change
ffocted within two weeks,

he

| be
B

| was ¢
A leading American canner and ex-|
portfer, who made a business trip mru‘

South America n short time &go, came |
back thoroly convineed that the metrie |
gystem must come, and that he would |
adopt it 48 soon as possible. His foreign |
customers—and two-thirds of our export
trade is in metrie countries—deman
the kilo packages, equal to about 2
pounds. He said he could make

changes in his piant necessary to turi
out this size package at very little ex- |
pense. .

Iarge manufacturing concerns which |
turn out tools -and machinery find it)
necessary to carry two lines of products. i
one in metrie and the other in customary
gizes. The metrie countries could not use |
mechanical tools made according to tha
| English inch. During the war, the Bald-
| win Locomotive works tarned out nbnurl
| 500 locomotives for the Freunch govern- |
!mrnt from designs in the metrie systeu.
| In the shipment of goods to metric|
countries, the American exporter is
again harassed by the double standards,
The goods must be invoiced and marked
in the metrie system. This is done at the
factorics. For example, if the Standard
Oil company has a shipment of oil for
South America, it must turn to a table
of fundamental equivalents to find out
how many barrels would equal  the
number of liters ordered. A universal
system would avoid such trouble. )

Advocates of the metric system say it
ia &0 simple that in the metric eountries
the children know the system beforo they
go to school. These supporters point out
that the tables of the English system
are scidora really learned, and even the
parts that are memorized in school are
soon forgotten. Could you, for example,
recite the table of dry and ligud
mensure? )

The metrie system has three principal
units—meter, liter, and gram. They can
be multiplied or divided by 10, 100 or
1,000, the Greek terms deka, hecto and
kilo, being used respectively to denote
these decimals. ‘The principle is the
same ns that of our decimal enrrency.

The unit of length is the meter. A
thousand meters constitute a kilometer,
which is considered a good ten minute
walk. A French army corps is supposed

O

the |

THE NEEDED METER

| the place of our dry and liquid measures,

| that our five cent piece weighs exactly
| five grams. A kilogram, which is the

! dest

|was a

| feet” who went merely for sport, and | 5
| promise any sum in the aggregate ex- |

“Own Your Own

| gen
| admi

led | o

to cover gix kilometers per hour. This
is somewhat less than four English
, miles,

If your milk bottle contained a liter,
tomorrow, instead of a quart, you could
not tell the difference. The liter takes

The gram is best realized by the fact

commercial unit of weight, is a thousand

grams.

Officials of the U. S. bureau of
standards feel certain that this country
will ultimately use the metric system
which seience the world over—even in the
United States—has adopted as the best
and simplest for all purposes.

TRAVELETTE

By NIKSAH.

We have just installed

spection and selection,

SAFETY
DEPOSIT
BOXES

of Safety Boxes in our vault and invite your in-

another complete section

—

Great Falls National Bank

Strength and Service
Established 1891

INDEPENDENCE.

Independence, Missouri, takes a mo-
place today in the shadow of
Kansas City, from which it is only ten
miles dGistant: but it has ope of the most
romantic stories belonging to uny city mn
the west.

A part of this story is due to the
Mormons who picked Independence as
their Zion nearly a century 2go. Some
of the other settlers did not think it
ought to be a Zion, and arguments 1in
the good old western fashion with gix-

chooters and rifles, were tue natural
resuit.,

But the fame of
chiefly on the fact that it was the start-
ing point for commerce that went on
for nearly fifty years by wagon between
the United States and old Mexico over
the Santa Fe trail

In 1835, when the wagon commerce
t its height, thers were no gettle-
ments between the Missouri river and |
the Rocky Mountains, ~except a few |
cabins about a hundred miles west of |
Independeonce. Comanche, Blackioot, Ara- |
paho and Gros Ventre Indians roamed
over this region of prairie, desert and
mountains. The vast dark herds of the
buffalo were nalmost always in sight
from ths river to the Rocky Mouniain
foothillz

To cross this wilderness with a
wagon train loaded with dry goods and
hardware wae a fascinating adventure,
which drew so many partcipants that
the government finally had a road sur-
veyed and established a military patrol
for it

ff the merchant got across the wilds
with his goods and his scalp intact, be
made an enormous profit in Santa Fe,
which otherwise derived all its mann-
factured articles from Europe by way of
Vera (riz at tremendons prices. The
crossing of the prairies was fall of
excitement and variety. A good many
traveloers were killed by the Indians,
who also got away with many hundred |
thousand dollars’ worth of goods. Yet|
the journey was nbt very dangerous for
the larger wagon trains, and these always
ineluded a large contingent of ‘‘tender- |

some of whom wrote interesting accounts
of their journeys.

Home” Campaign |
Is Started|

al to The Daily Tribune.
Lewistown, May 11.—The

Spect

n presided and many
ilresses woere made, the speak-
ding Pregident E. O. Sisson of
orsity of Montana, Mayor Chas,
J. Marshall, Judge E. K. Cheadle, Hon.
0. W. Belden and L. C, Clark.

ice is hereby given that the director
of railroads for the United States

i stration will sell, at pu auc-
tion, to the highest bidder for cash, on
|Mcndn:~'. the 9th day of June, A. D, 1919, |

®
=4

g.
o

at 2 a'clock p. m. on said day, ¢

warehouse of O, B. Nelson,

the Royal Mill spur of the Great North-| ¢
e’rn railrond, near Thirteenth street, in | ¢
the cit

of Great Falls, Montana, and
called the old Walla Walla |
one carload of hay, consist-
ing of two hundred five (205) bales. com-
Pﬂsn:g 21,690 pounds, more or less, same
veing a car of hay shipped by Anchor
Feed company, from Jerome, ldalie, to
said Anchor Feed company at Great
Falls, Montana, notify }{nhrt( L. Rowell
company, Great Falls,

The proceeds from said s=ale will be
applled ian payment of freig harges
demurriage, storage and ot lawf
charges, including the of id
sale, aggregating two | seventy-

three and 27100 dallares (§

less. The amount due upo ald property
to be sold being o t.
b lemurrage, $100. rage to May

70, war tax $6.34, and other

st, SN
charges accruing

The right is reserved to reject any and
all bids deemed insufficlent

Dated this 9th day of May, A. D, 1919
UNITED STATES RATLROAD ADMIN-
ISTRATION FOR GREAT NORTH-
ERN RAILROAD.

By W. D. LOFTUS,
Agent at Great Falls, Mont.

NOTICE OF SALE OF REAL ESTATE

Notice iz hereby gilven that the First
Natiopal Bank of Great Falls, Montana,
is the owner of one hundred six and two-
thirds acres of land Iying in section fif-
teen (15), township twenty (20) north of
range three (3) east of the Montana
meridinn, Cascade county, Mont, which
under the provisions of the national
banking law, it Is required to sell at this
tme to the highest bidder.

The =ale will be made at the
Nattonal bank at 10 o'clock a. m, o
Monday, May 19, 1919, and scaled bids |
writing will be accepted on or before
that date. More specific information con-
corning this land may be had by applica-
tion to the officers of the First National

bank
FIRST NATIONAL BANK.

APPOINTED FOR PHEROVING
WILL, ETC,
Probate Department in the District Counrt
of the Elghth Juodicial District of the

Independence rests | fft. Okiahowa
| B

located on | 4

First |

n ]
n

SAM STEPHENSON. President.
INOTICE OF l’l'lll.l(‘ATl;’)\' OF 'l“l)ll'l“

State of Montana, in and for the Coun- |

ty of Cuncade.
In the Matter of the Estate of Elsle ¥
Koob, Deceased.

Pursuant o an order of sald court, |

made of the 9th day of May, 18186, notice
{1 hereby given that the 2ist day of May,

1919, at 10 o'clock, a. m., of sald day, at |

the Court room of said court, in the city
of Greet Falls, county of Cascade, has
been appointed as the time and place
for proving the will of sald Elsle ¥'. Koob,
deceased, and for hearing the application
of Charles Wegner, for the Issuance to
him of letters of administration with the
will annexed, whon and where any person
interested may appear and contest the

same.
Dated the 9th-day of May, 1919,
Seal)

(8
GEORGE HARPER, Clerk,
B

Petitioner.

THOMAS T. DAVIES, Deputy Clerk. |
GREENE & COCKRILL, Attornmys for

Questions and Answers

Q. Can the hair be permanently curl-
ed? M. A. T.

A. Yes. Scientists say that a straight
hair is round and a curly one flat. There
is & process of flattening the hair which
leaves it permanently curly. There is no
guarantee that the hair wiil not be in-
jured. As new hair comes in it is
straight and requires treatment.

('i‘ What became of Indian Territory?
1 o

A. Tt was incorporated into the state
and admitted into the union
s such in the statehood bill approved
¥ the president, June 19, 1906.

Q. Did eonscientious objectors refund
any money to the war department?
JM

t

A. The war department has received
from concientious objectors as refunds
of pay the sum of $4.319.82. Conscien-
tious objectors have also refunded their
pay thru the channel of the Y. M. C. A.
to the amount of $270. The Friends’ so-
ciety had received up to February 15,
£4.006 designated for Friends' recon-
struction work from concientious object-
ors unwilling to accept pay from the

army. This makes a total of $8,
refunded.

. Was whisky ever used nas legal
tender? E. E. R

A. Yes. In 1785, in the state of

Franklin. which afterward became Ten-
nessee, among the articles enumerated
as being legal tender for taxes, was rye
whisky rated at 60c a gallon.

Q. Please tell me the present location |

of the 117th ammunition train (partic-
ularly Co. C.) of the 42nd division
H. B. H.

A, The entire 117th ammunition train
has returned to the United States and
is now located at Camp Funston, Kasa

Q. Is thera a law limiting the amount
of money that can be spent for cam-
paign purposes when running for a seat
in the United States congress? T. N. T.

A. Yes. There is a federal law which
provides that no candidate for senator
shall give. contribute, expend, use, or

ceeding £10,000 in any campaign for his

nomination and election. Representatives |

are allowed to expend not to exceed

| 85000, In some cases there are state

laws which maks more drastic limita-

| tions, and candidates, of course, must

abide by them.

Miss Steua Sheridan has opened a
schoo! in San Francisco to teach men

| how to propose to girls. What a waste

of time! Just sit and hold a girl’s hand
and she'll do the rest. When you wake
up vou will discover that vou are en-
paged to her and that ber'n is your'n,
and your'n is her'n.

|
R
!

BUILD NOW!

Tht_z hesitant attitude in building in-
dustrialism has been ggneral and not
local as to any city in the United
States. But in many cities, according to
reports that are appearing in print, the
build-now urge has grown so insistent
that the waiting attitnde is vanishing.
A“ committee of five appointed by the
Cincinnati Building Exchange recently
investigated conditions pertinent to both
the labor cost and the cost of materials
in the building industry, and the report
of this committee bas been made the
basis of an urge by the Cincinnati
mayor that “the time to build is now.’

The Building Exchange committes
reached the conclusion that there is no
near prospect of a decline in either th
labor cost or &ethc:nb;lf&l:;uriﬂl. The
committee urges t building enterprises
spould go ahead without further delays.
The department of labor at Washington
has been sending out the same urge—
“go abead,” “do it now.” The Cincinnat:
committee canvassed conditions not onir
locally but in several central west cities,
including Chicago, Cleveland, Dagton.
Indianapolis, Columbus, Louisyille sn:
Pittsburgh, and found the sitaation mu:
alike everywhere.

The fecling everywhere in building «ir
cles seems to be optimistic in a look
ahead way. There are big things in th
prospect—the rush time is gurely coming
—but the urge to “go to it” to “star:
things"” seems to be necessary, generally
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THE GREAT FALLS
TOWNSITE CO.

914 ‘Third Street South, First National
Bank Building




