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MUCKRAKING BY WHOLESALE 
The presidential campaign approaches and it 

is evident that the main reliance of the repub
licans in the campaign is to be places on charges 
of extravagance, inefficiency and graft directed 
at the administraton in its conduct of the war. 
This is not a new political dodge. The democrats 
tried it after the Spanish-American war with 
discouraging results as far as vote getting. And 
the Lord knows that extravagances inefficiency 
and graft ran riot in administration circles during 
the Spanisji-American war in a most scandalous 
manner. More lives were lost by crowding our 
soldier boys in unsanitary camps than the total 
casualties in the field. Typhoid fever was 
epidemic everywhere. Gen. Shafter the three 
hundred pound commander had to be carried 
round in a hammock. The men in the field were 
fed on "embalmed beef" sold as first-class fresh 
beef. So scandalous was the failure of the 
administration to properly feed our army in 
Cuba that Theodore Roosevelt and other officers 
signed a round robin of protest and sent it to 
Washington. Rich men sold their yachts to the 
government for many times what they paid for 
them. The administration made blunders 
enough. They were fairly engulfed with them, 
and yet the voters stood by the administration 
and re-elected McKinley. The scandals were not 
denied. They were admitted, and it was offered 
as an excuse that the nation was not prepared 
for war and that waste, extravagance and 
inefficiency were inevitable in a> hasty effort to 
get on a war basis without previous preparation. 
The people evidently accepted the excuse. 

The present war was an immensely greater 
one than the Spanish-American war, and the 
nation was unprepared for it. But by compari
son with our other wars it was conducted with 
marvelous efficiency and economy and with a 
minimum of scandal. And while as we said the 
country was unprepared it was less unprepared 
than was the case in the Spanish-American war. 
A few farsighted and nervy officials in Washing
ton who saw it coming took a chance and perhaps 
exceeded their technical authority in making 
preparations for it. And now a republican 
investigating committee has discovered that the 
men who so acted outraged the constitution and 
insulted congress by not sitting down in their 
arm chairs and waiting for congress to act. 
They are charging the administration with too 
much haste in preparing for war. Can you beat 
it. No wonder that this terrible charge of too 
much preparedness excites the usually dignified 
Springfield Republican to ironic mirth when it 
says: 

1 "One is reminded of the attacks upon Gen. 
i Pershing for allowing any soldiers to get hurt 
in the last forenoon of the war by Congressman 
Graham's awful exposure of the activities for 
preparedness of the council of national defense 
in the winter of 1916-1917. If this worst of 
administrations has been criticized at all in the 
past few years, it has been for its 'criminal' fail
ure to prepare for war. Yet now comes the 
chairman of the leading house committee investi
gating the administration's conduct of the war 
with an indictment of it on the ground that it 
prepared too well ! This is so sudden. But 
Chairman Graham seems to have the proof. He 
shows, evidently, that before the war came upon 
us a 'secret government' of the United States, 
consisting of the seven men in the council, had 
prepared for almost everything that congress 
was asked to authorize later on. These wicked 
men, appointed by the president, had 'devised 
the entire system of purchasing war supplies, 
planned a press censorship, designed a system of 
food control, and selected Herbert Hoover as its 
director, determined on a daylight saving scheme, 
and, in a word, designed practically every war 
measure which the congress subsequently 
enacted.' Chairman Graham s sense of the out
raged vdignity of congress will not permit him 
now to condone these offenses. Some of the 
council's performances in rushing preparedness 
for war he also finds to have been actually 
illegal. The anti-trust law was violated! God 
save the republic! Is this the kind of incom
petence on the part of the administration in the 
war period that the republicans promised to 
expose ?" 

The congressional muck raking committees so 
far have been most unfortunate in their re
searches. They have met with nothing but 
disappointment. After frantic digging at what 
they were sure was a badger hole they have 
unearthed at most a chipmunk. There was the 
Hog island investigation that our readers well 
remember. It cost more than twice as much as 
the original estimate, and the investigating com
mittee were sure they were on the track of 
enormous graft. But the committee could find 
none and was compelled to so report. They did 
say that there ha'd been extravagance in building 
this enormous shipbuilding plant, the largest 
in the world, where fifty ships can be built at 
once. Since that however the expenditures have 
amply justified themselves, and the government 
are now building ships there BO cheaply that 
private purchasers are glad of the chance to buy 
them of the government at full cost price. Even 
then they are cheaper ships than they can get 
built in Europe or elsewhere in the world. The 
plant is worth all it cost. Then there was the 
airplane investigation conducted by Mr. Hughes 
at the request of the administration. The most 
sensational charges of frapd and graft were 

made by parties who it later developed had a 
private axe to grind. The report was a horrible 
disappointment to the republicans. The only 
criticism Mr. Hughes found to make after 
months of investigation was that two or three 
officers were technically guilty under a law 
which forbids any government official to have 
an interest in firms awarded contracts. They 
were subsequently tried and found not guilty. 

For the rest the investigations have mostly 
been over some ridiculous charge or rumor of a 
petty nature. Some of these were charges that 
affected Gen. Pershing more than the adminis
tration. A committee looked into the charge 
that our infantry had no adequate artillery 
support in some of the battles they won, and so 
lost too many men. They found the charge was 
false. They investigated the charge that* Henry 
Ford was profiteering and were shocked to find 
that the contrary was the fact. They investi
gated the charge that the president was giving 
out the full text of the peace treaty to Wall 
Street magnates while withholding it from con
gress, and only demonstrated that some leading 
republicans must have dishonorably betrayed a 
trust reposed in them and dropped it like a hot 
potato. In fact the more they dig into these 
alleged woodchuck holes the more they convince 
the public that the democratic administration 
was singularly fortunate in its ability to keep 
the conduct of the war on an efficient basis and 
free from graft. It would indeed be a miracle 
if no extravagance, no profiteering, and no graft 
existed. No war ever conducted in the past by 
any country has been totally free of these evils. 
But the result of the multitude of muckraking 
investigations started by congress on the 
strength of such charges so far is to convince 
the public that there was very little of these 
usual evils allowed to get a foothold in the admin
istration of this war. It was the best conducted 
war the republic was ever engaged in as well as 
by far the greatest. 

ONLY A FEW DAYS TO REGISTER. 
There is a special election called by the gov

ernor for September 2. The two referendum 
measures submitted by the last legislature will 
be voted on at that time. One of them modifies 
the present primary law as it relates to the nom
ination of state officers. It provides for the 
election of delegates at the regular primary who 
meet in convention and select state officers. The 
other is a referendum on the state boxing laws. 
The voters of the state will be asked to approve 
or disapprove of these measures at the special 
election. 

Both are very important measures, and this 
week the registration list of voters will be closed. 
In this county less than half the voters entitled 
to vote have their names on the registration list. 
Many returned soldiers have neglected to go to 
the office of the county clerk and recorder and 
get their name in the voting list. Anyone who 
voted at the last general election for state offi
cers will find his name already on the list. Any
one who did not vote at that election will not 
find their name there, and they must attend to 
the matter this week if they want to vote at the 
referendum election. Surely they want to vote. 
Besides getting your name on the voting list now 
if it be not there already, will save you the trou
ble of registering next year when a presidential 
and state election is on. So we would urge our 
readers to attend to the matter now. Do it to
day before you forget. 

HASKIN LETTER 
By FREDERIC J. HASKIN 

NOW FOR WORLD PROHIBITION. 
Washington, D. C., July 12.—As it 

is the duty of the commander of any 
military unit to "estimate the situa
tion" before going into action, so are 
the leaders of the movement to "make 
the world dry for democracy" just now 
very busy in taking the measure of the 
job in baud. 

John Barleycorn's future from pole to 
pole, they hold, will depend largely upon 
the success or failure of prohibition in 
the United States, where a great people 
has pioneered by voting itself dry. If, 
within the next half decade, prohibition 
will have brot about the godd results that 
the "drys" claim it will, then the other 
countries of the world will be more like
ly to adopt it than if it failed to cure 
the evils that are charged to the use of 
"likker." So docs the United States be
come the great demonstration plant to 
piove the virtue or fallacy of prohibi
tion. 

Prohibitionists the world over are 
staking everything upon the results they 
expert in this country from the aboli
tion of intoxicating drink. Within the 
next few years they hope to be able to 
point out to the people of "wet" coun
tries how the United States has been 
bettered economically, socially and civilly 
by the elimination of booze. This will 
be their trump cart! in their fight for 
world-wide prohibition. The attack upon 
the world's liquor forces has already 
been launched. 

"The whole world will be dry by 
1930," said one enthusiastic prohibition
ist who had a leading part in the suc
cessful campaign waged in this country. 
"Old John is doomed to a fate similar to 
that of Bill lîohenzollern and Jess Wil-
lartl. His days are numbered. In this 
country, folks laughed at us five years 
ago when we predicted that the United 
States would be dçy by 1920. We ex
ceeded our own expectations In putting 
over a year earlier than the most un
daunted prohibitionists had expected vic
tory. We'll do the same in our world
wide fight. Woodrow Wilson made the 
world safe for democracy, and we're go
ing to make it dry for democracy." 

With this challenge to the "wets" the 
prohibitionists already have begun to 
organize and line up their supporters in 
every country In the world. The first 
international meeting of the "drys" held 
for the purpose of mapping out plans for 
the big campaign took place in this city 
recently when 37 nations were represent
ed. Sixteen sent delegates direct to 
the conference, while the other 21 were 
represented by missionaries or others 
located in this country. 

The international prohibition organi
zation will be known as The World 

j League Against Alcoholism, and will 
I have permanent headquarters in Wash-
I ington. At the initial conference of the 
! league, it was decided to raise five mil-
I lion dollars in this country with which 
j to begin the world-wide war on booze, 
j Large sums will also be collected in 
i  other countires. 

Leading prohibitionists in this country 
who actively worked for the cause will 
not be permitted to rest on their oars 
now that the country has become a ver
itable desert. Men and women who 

1 toured the United States in the interest 
j of prohibition will be pressed into for-
' eign service. Numerous countries have 
called upou the Anti-Saloon League of 
America to supply speakers, and also 
men to conduct the business end of the 
prohibition campaign. Edwin C. Dinwid
dle. national legislative superintendent 
of the league, lias been invited to Eng
land, Scotland and Ireland to open the 
campaign in those countries. 

According to Mr. Dinwiddie, much of 
the ground work for worldwide prohibi
tion has already been accomplished in a 
number of the countries. 

"A few days ago we received a cable
gram from Finland," lie said, "bringing 
the good tidings that that new-born 
nation is starting out right by adopting 

Clje ©pinions of ©tfjers 

OUR GREATEST INDOOR SPORT 
(Detroit Free Press) 

Everybody can tell the editor how to run a newspaper, and 
everybody can tell England how to govern Ireland. 

WHERE COULD HE FIND ANY? 
(St. Louis Globe-Democrat) 

Senator Iteed is becoming the most exclusive of our 
senators, lie would not be "a partner with inferiors." 

DUTCH ARE SURE OUT'A LUCK 
(Chicago News) 

After all the ex-Crown Prince did not escape and Holland 
sighs heavily and resumes its nap. 

EARTHQUAKE WHAT WAS EARTHQUAKE 
(Indianapolis News) 

Yet the earthquake in Italy was as nothing compared with 
the shake-up in Germany. 

BELONGED TO "ME-T00" DIVISION 
(New York Telegraph( 

Henry White and Secretary Lansing are also coming back. 
If you don't reeall these gentlemen, they were members of 
the peace commission. 

GETS NO TESTIMONIAL FROM HUNS 
(Toledo Blade) 

President Wilson recommends the pence treaty for what 
ails the world. 

WITH CONGRESS IN SESSION 
(Baltimore American) 

Now will the world stay at peace? 

HUH! IT 'S PERFECTLY USELESS NOW 
(New York Telegraph) 

An Arkansas man has invented a corkscrew mounted at 
one end of a handle, from the other end of which projects 
beaded wires to extract corks that have been pushed into 
bottles. 

THERE'S NO SHORTAGE OF ROPE 
(Ohio State Journal) 

Our pastor, who loves his enemies, told us yesterday that 
if Dr. von Bethmann-Hollweg wants to be hanged, too, all 
right, but not as a substitute for the Raiser. 

WHICH IS SOMETHING ELSE 
(St. Louis Globe-Democrat) 

Some statesman who opposed may not have been con
verted to woman suffrage. They have been converted to 
a belief that women are going to vota, ! 

prohibition. The prohibition law went 
into-effect in Finland June 1, 1919. 

"Scotland has what is called local 
veto, which is somewhat similar to local 
option. The British parliament passed 
that law in 1912, but it does not become 
operative until 1920. We expect to start 
campaigning in Scotland next year, and 
the prohibition forces are daily gaining 
strength there. We hope to do consider
able work in Ireland within the next 
few years. , 

"We expect to have trouble in Eng
land, because the members of the House 
of Lords hold office for life and it is 
not an easy matter to bring pressure 
to bear upon them as it is in the this 
country with our national legislators. 
Then, I understand, a number of the 
members of the House of Lords have 
money invested in brew«.ries. This condi
tion will tend to make our work all the 
harder, but such things as that will not 
daunt us in our fight. 

"In France, Spain and Italy we have 
been able to mobilize a great deal of 
sentiment in favor of total abstinence, 
but in these Latin countries we are 
going to have our hardest fight. For 
many centuries light wines have been 
used at the table just as we use tea and 
coffee in this country. Then the making 
of wine is a very profitable industry in 
the Latin countries. We will have to 
educate the people to make some other 
use of the grapes and other fruits used 
in making wine. We have accomplished 
something in this direction in northern 
Italy, where a million dollar plant has 
been built to make a beverage from 
grapes by a new process. Tho new 
drink is made after the fashion of grape 
wine, containing about six per cent al
cohol, but before it is placed on the 
market for sale, it is put thu a process 
for de-alcoholization. All the alcohol is 
extracted but the wine retains its lustre 
and taste. The alcohol is sold for com
mercial purposes. I have been informed 
that a concern in California is contem-

j plating erecting a similar plant. 
"Sweden is making a brave fight for 

; prohibition. There are a nnmbe:r of 
I Good Templar (an international temper-
; ance organization) in Swedish parlia
ment. Norway has made considerable 

; progress and there is a strong upward 
j trend of prohibition in that country, 
j Denmark has the unique distinction of 
! publishing the only paper in the world 
I that is devoted exclusively to prohibition. 
; Lars Larsen-Ledet. the editor, has been 
• advocating prohibition in his country for 
many years. Since the bolshevists have 

; takep over the reigns of government 
j in Russia, we have very little informa-
! tion of what is going on there, altho 
j the use of intoxicating drinks was pro
hibited by the former Czar soon after 

I Russia declared war upon Germany, 
i "The situation in the Latin-American 
countries is quite similar to that of the 

i Latin countries of Europe. In South 
America and Mexico we intend to carry 
ou an intensive campaign and we are 
hopeful of getting s^me good results. 

"In Japan the national drink Î3 called 
'suke.* It is made of rice and has a 
powerful kick in it. An officer of the 
imperial Japanese navy recenty called 
upon me and told me of the splendid 
headway that is being made by the 
'antis' in Japan. China is not so strong 
for intoxicants as it is for drugs. There 
is some liquor used there and American 
missionaries are doing much good w \>rk 
to eradicate the evil." 
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Carrying cash is risky, cashing checks incon
venient. 
American Express Traveler's checks solve the 
problem. 
These self-identifying Cheques have all the facili
ties of cash, with the added assurance of absolute 
safety. You sign them when you get them at our 
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TRAVELETTE 
By NIKSAH. 

THE CITY FURTHEST SOUTH.  
Punta Arenas is the southermost city 

in the world. This title does not carry 
with it any of the warmth suggested in 
the word south, for Punta Arena is near
er the South Pole than to the tropics. 
Overcoats and furs are in order in Pun
ta Arena all the year around—even in 
January and February, which are sum
mer months down there. Following the 
inverted calendar of that part of the 
globe, July and August bring to Punta 
Arena enough snow, wind and ice to 
leave no room for doubt that the south 
ceases to be warm before it reaches this 
latitude. 

The world's most southern city is on 
the Strait of Magellan, in Chile, which 
makes it 300 miles further south than 
Cape Town, Africa's city nearest the 
Pole. Punta Arena is a great fur trad
ing and sheep raising center. Sheep 
raising is especially appropriate in this 
locality for the wool on a sheep's hack 
grows thicker and longer in cold cli
mates. 

In appearance Punta Arena is like an 
Alaskan mining town. It has electric 
lights and theaters and an unusually 
large quota of saloons. The town did 
at one time nave an attack of gold fever 
but it soon discovered that there was 
more money in trading and sheep raising 
than in gold mining in that part of the 
world. Still it has never lost its mining 
camp atmosphere. 

A couple of hundred miles to the south 
! of Punta Arena there Is still another 
! town in Argentine, Tierra del Fuego, but 
: this struggling little colony has never 
j risen to contest the title "Nearest to the 
! Pole" held by prosperous Funta Arena, 
j There is a cold limit beyond which civi-

1 lized man is at a hopeless disadvantage 
! in his efforts to adapt himself to his 
! surroundings. Punta Arena seems to be 

j located just within the southern dead 
I line. 

Must Ignore Bela Kun 
Till He Observes 
Conditions of Truce 

Pershing's Return at 
Early Date Indicated 

by Staff Departures 
Washington, July 15—Preparations for 

the early return of General Pershing and 
his personal staff from France is indi
cated, army officials said today, in re
cent dispatches from abroad. Army or
ders have been issued conferring upon 
Major General Allen now in command of 
the American forces on the Rhine, many 
of the prerogatives held by General Per
shing, and recent transport sailings hav* 
shown an increasing number of "casual 
officers" whose work has been intimately 
connected with the general headquarter« 
at Chaumont. 

Reports of friction between General 
P e r s h i n g  a n d  G e n e r a l  M a r c h ,  c h i e f  o C  
staff, are declared to be without founda
tion, by war department officials. 

1,000,000 ATTENDED 
METHODIST CENTENARY.  

Columbus, O.. July 15.—Approximate
ly 1,000,000 people attended the Metho
dist Centenary Exposition, which close.! 
Sunday, according to figures made pub
lic today. 
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Q. What was the effect of camou-
| flaging a ship?—R. T. E. 

A. A submarine might spot a ship 
five miles away, estimate its course, sub-

! merge and attempt to intercept it. But 
this ship might hare a keel painted fifty 
feet down its side and the actual keel 
blocked out. This would give it the ap
pearance of traveling in a course that 
was quite off the actual course. The 
calculations of the submarine would be 
quite wrong and the ship would not be 
intercepted at all. It would be saved by 
the deception of its camouflage. 

Q. What is the best way to kill a 
dog painlessly?—<*. E. G. 

A. The Animal Rescue league in
forms us that a dog may best ho killed 
by the administration of chloroform. A 
sponge containing the chloroform may be 
held to the nose of the dog until it be
comes unconscious, and it may be so 
placed that the dog will breathe the 
chloroform until it is dead. 

Q. Is there any way to prevent the 
eves wateriug when preparing onions?— 
H. C. W. 

A. Yes. Pour scalding water over 
the onions before starting to peel them. 

Q. What were the principal items 
j produced in great bulk by the United 
; States during the world war?. —E.&. 

A. The following items am junon« 
those produced in great qufiBtitif*: 
Blankets, almost 20,000,000; wool e >ar>. 
over 12,000,000; overcoats, almost V , 
000,000: shoes, over 20,060,000; stork
ing«, almost 00,000,000; froaen beef, j 
over 250.000.000 pounds; flour, abour 
543.000.000 pounds; about 2,500,000.000 
cigarettes; beans, about 40,000.000 
pounds; hard bread, about 28.000,000 
pounds; salt, about 14,000,000 pounds. 

Q. Why is Woodrow Wilson sol - .' 
times called "Tommy?"—H. D. A 

A. The president's rull rame in his 
boyhood was Thomas Woodrow Wilso.i 
As a boy he was Tommy Wilson. Estai-
in life ha discontinued the use of tl> 
first of three names and signed hims< 
Woodrow Wilson. The T uiniy is n-
membered only by thosn wl;o knew hius 
as a boy. 

Paroled in One Crime 
Commits Two and Is 

Returned to Prison 
Walla Walla. Wash., July 15.—William I 

H. Revenue, who was 8« nteneed to serve 
a life sentence in the state penitentiary 
here for a crime committed against a 
little girl and who we s paroled some 

Taris. July 15.—The allied and asso-
j ciated powers have joined in a wireless 
message to Bela Kun, Hungarian com-

I munist foreign minister, declaring they 
cannot enter into a discussion with him 

j until he has carried out the conditions 
i of the armistice. 
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Mra.  Truman H.  Newberry.  

Mrs» Truman II. Newberry, wife of the 
newly clectod senator from Michigan, re
cently accompanied her husbaud to Wash
ington. This will be Mrs. Newberry's 
second entrance into the social circles 
of the capital. When her husband was 
secretary of the navy during the Roose
velt administration, Mrs. Newberry was 
very popular in the diplomatic circles. 

time ago, has been returned to the pri
son after committiiijj similar crimes 
against two other httla girls, one in 
Portland and one in Vineeuver, Wash. 

Crushed in Jumping 
on Moving Elevator; 

Girl Operator Faints 
Portland, Ore., July 15.—W. C 

Schulte 84, meter tester for the local 
light and power company, was crushed 
to death, today, when be tried to jump 
aboard a moving elevator in the base 
ment of the Ainsworth building, in the 
business section here. Mrs. Li.lian Mc-
Ginnis, elevator operator, fainted when 
the accident occurred. . > , 

LOTS 
industrial Sites, Business Lots 

Trackage 

Residence Lots in allparteof the 
city—With Water,Sewer, Cement 

Walks, Boulevards 

TERMS 
i/â Cash, 'Am 1 year, 'A in 2 years 
7 Per Cent Interest on Deferred Payments 

THE GREAT FALLS 
TOWNSITE CO. 

9  ̂Thir* Street South, First National 
Bank Building 


