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A BAD FINANCIAL SITUATION

The citizens and taxpayers of the United
States are called on to take note of a very seri-
ous financial situation. And when we use the
plural term citizens and taxpayers we might as
well make it singular, for citizens and taxpayers
are practically identical. All citizens in the final
analysis of taxes are taxpayers, because by far
the greater portion of all taxes are shifted back
to the consumer and become a burden on all
citizens.

Chairman Mondell, of the house finance com-
mittee, has just given out to the public that
the estimated revenue for the year 1921 (mean-
ing the year that commences July 1, 1920, and
ends June 30, 1921) will be more than three
billion dollars less than the estimated expendi
tures for that year. The lower house of con-
gress is primarily charged with the duty of rais-

ing revenue and making revenue and outgo bal- |

ance. The present term which commences in
December is the regular session of the new con-

gress which is charged with the duty of pro- |

viding for the government needs during the
vear 1920-1921. It should have a revenue bill
prepared and passed by next March.

With a three billion dollar shortage between
the estimated needed expenditures of the gov-

ernment in the year before us and the estimated |

veceipts of the government, there are just three
ways known to finance by which the budget of
1920-1921 can be made to balance. One is to cut
down expenditures by three billion dollars. The
second way is to increase taxes by three billion
dollars, and the third way is to use both de-
vices. That is to cut down expenditures for part
of the deficit and raise revenues to wipe out the
balance. Of course some people may say there
is a fourth way and that is to run into debt for
a part or all of the deficit. But that is not a
solution of the problem of striking a balance
between revenue and outgo. It is only a post-

ponement of the solution which makes it harder |

to meet in the future.

The first solution would perhaps be the best
if it were practicable and perhaps it is. That
is the expedient of cutting down expenses of
government by eliminating three billion dollars
from the national budget. It could perhaps be
done if congress had the Spartan virtue to do
it. They might abolish the government print-

ing office and the Congressional Record which |

costs the nation a vast sum annually. They
might give up their franking privilege in the
mails which costs another vast sum annually.
They might cut out a host of pages and em-
ployes in both houses which are unnecessary,
abolish numerous secretaries, lawyers, steno-
graphers, and committee expenses which are
more or less unnecessary and useless. They
might substitute actual expenses for mileage
at 20 cents a mile between their homes and
Washington at every session of congress. And
having thus demonstrated their willingness to
self sacrifice in the interests of economy at
home they could go through all the executive
and administrative offices and departments at
Washington with an axe and cleaver and cut out
scores and hundreds of millions of salaries and
expense, perhaps simplifying and reducing gov-
ernment functions until half the deficit was
eliminated. Then by refusing to appropriate
for many worthy and nesded improvements in
public affairs, and new services on the part of
the government for its people, it might be that
the three billion dollar deficit would totally dis-
appear. There is no sign that congress as it is

constituted today possessd’s the Spartan virtue |

which would be necessary to put through such
a program. Besides it would make many people
mad as hornets and congress is facing a presi-
dential election and looking for votes instead
of such unpopular action as would drive them
away. The scheme of wiping out the deficit by
economy ig scarcely practical as we said, albeit

there is no doubt it is the soundest business so- |

lution of the mess we are in.

There remains the solution of raising taxes |

fand also by the same token the cost of living).
That also for several reasons appears impracti-
ca. One reason is that taxes are already so
high on the larger revenue ranges that there is
serious doubt if the further increase would not
reduce revenue instead of raising it In the
lower incomes, where the rate is more moderate.
they might be raised some, but that again would
involve protest and loss of votes to the party
responsible for it and in view of the approach-
ing election such action on the part of congress
is unthinkable.

And if there is to be no raise in the tax bur-
dens and no material reduction in expenses on

the part of the government there remains only |

the futile expedient of borrowing more money
,and postponing the evil dag of sgttlement. We

Ipredict that this is what congress will decide
on. They may not authorize a new bond issue.
That calls the attention of the citizens too
sharply to what is going on. But they will ap-
propriate more money than the government re-

the debt by issues of certificates mortgaging
the revenue of future years, and so get past the
critical days of next November when the citizens
have opportunity to render judgment on the ac-
tions of their representatives in congress.
other words they will dodge once more and pass
the buck, hoping that no notice will be taken
of their evasion of their responsibilities.

MEXICO AND PROPAGANDA.

The readers of The Tribune are advised to
accept with some reserve all Mexican news
| which appears in the columns of this newspaper
or any other newspaper. The truth about
things that are happening in Mexico or have
| happened in Mexico is mighty hard to learn
with any certainty that it is not colored to suit
the purposesof the parties who send it out.
| This may seem a strange assertion. Our read-
ers may ask why does not The Associated Press
| or some of the big newspapers send a representa-
ive to Mexico to send out the uncolored truth
about conditions there. They would not be allowed
o do so if they were s2nt and could find out the
ruth. There a Mexican censorship on
news coming from that country to begin with.
Then there are a lot of liars in Mexico and out-
side of it to end with. A newspaperman with
every intention of telling the press of the Uni-
| ted States the pure unadulterated facts abou!
{ things being done in Mexico cannot be every-
| where present and see and hear evervthing for
himself and his information as to what he did
not see and hear is often poisoned at its source

is

0O

because of the needs of propaganda publicity.
There are a good many American financial in-
trests in Mexico which are excedingly anxious
to bring about American intervention in Mexi-
Senator Fall recently declared that h2 was
not desirous of American intervention in Mex-
ico, and the Kaiser William has assured the
| world he never wanted to begin a war in Europe
but it was forced on him by Russia, England, and
France. But innocent as Senator Fall may be
in proposing a joint resolution of mn;rrc:‘.: re-
questing President Wilson to break off diplo-
matic relations with Mexico, which is equiva-

CO,

lent to a declaration of war, it is a sure thing
that a good many people who have property
interests in Mexico would be mighty happy if
Uucle Sam would go into that unhappy country
with a big army and straighten out its nff:air:.
Will Irwin, a well known newspaper correspond-
ent, who knows a good deal about Mexico. re-
cently wrote in an eastern newspaper {his little
brochure on Mexico and things Mexican:

“Mexico lies to the south, rich and undevel-
oped. A few interested persons in the United
States \\'(_m}«l like to have us send an army to
grab Mexico, thereby furnishing them with busi-
ness openings,

“To themselves, of course, they are not vicious
in intention. They really believe that the Mexi-
‘ans in the end would like to be taken over and
taught to eat nut sundaes, wear ready-made
clothes and play baseball. And it would be good
business. Naturally, the Mexicans think other-
wise.

“Now the great body of popular opinion in
the United States runs, fortunately, counter to
such a proposition. We as a people seem to be-
lieve that self-determination beging near home.
suppose, however, that the gentlemen of
invidious intentions on Mexico should raise a

opinion? They would begin probably by magni-
fying every tiny incident between a Mexican
and an American into an episode of internation-
al importance. Always they would so report it
| as to put the Mexican in the wrong. They would
follow by painting on the public mind a picture
of the Mexican as a low, (]angq»ruu,\' cireature
| who must be roped and hog-tied for our own
protection. They would spread rumors and hints
—such as the recent untrue report that Japan
had obtained a foothold in Lower California.
Then some day, the serious incident, either ac-
cidental or stage-managed—and then a war of
conquest which we might be persuaded to call
a crusade.

“This is not likely to happen, I am glad to
say, but it is not imposible, either; and it illus-
| rates the origin and uses of hate propaganda.”

GETS NO BETTER FAST.
(Detroit Free Press.)
The war news from Prussia is sometimes bud, but gener-
ally worse.
OLD STUFF, DUD, OLD STUFF.
(Macon Telegraph )
Dudiey Field Malone suys be dido’t do it
they ull say.

That's what

BUT WE DON'T DRINK WAGON
(Toledo Blade.)
It would toke an expert to distinguish o near-beer wagon
from & beer wagon,

ACTIONS HAVEN'T IMPROVED EIT;JER.
(Ohio State Journal)
We can't see that old Carranza is any better lsoking in
| his latest pbotograpbs, 3

ceives and leave the administration to carry |

In |

large slush fund and get at the source of public |

ALL THEY WANT IN OUR FLAG!

Copyright, 1319,
by

The Press Publishing Co.
(The New York Evening World)

By J. H. Cassel
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REMOVES TO TEXAS.
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