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E D I T O R I A L  P A G E  

FOR THE SALVATION ARMY. 

JUST as the Rotary club took the 
lead in the community and ar

ranged for the funds that have suc
cessfully inaugurated the boy scout 
work in Great Falls, the Kiwanis 
club has now taken on the leadership 
of providing the money for the bud
get that will carry forward the rou
tine work of the Salvation Army in 
this city. The amount required is 
not large. The young men who will 
get together what is required will 
not have very much trouble. Those 
who have been carrying forward the 
efforts all at one time providing for 
the local American Red Cross, the 
Y. M. C. A. and the Salvation Army 
deserve considerable praise. The 
people who smile and dig also merit 
praise. There are a good many dif
ferent ways to use the American 
dollar these days. 

It was hard work to find anybody 
to take the lead in raising this Sal
vation Army money. So the Kiwan
is club in" undertaking a service that 
should be doubly appreciated. We 
hope the people will provide this 
fund quickly. 

Perhaps some consolation will 
come out of the fact that Great 

. Falls will enter 1921 with three civifc 
budgets out of the way for the pres
ent. 

DANGERS IN BUYERS' 
MARKET. 

who sought to conduct an independ
ent negotiation with Villa, the ban
dit, when the state department was 
trying to get on good terms with 
Carranza. 

"Senator New may be in danger of 
defeat for re-election in Indiana. 
That does not constituté a recom
mendation for his appointment to 
the cabinet. His name is an offense 
to the moral sentiment of the na
tion. 

"The former senators who are un
der consideration for appointment, 
John W. Weeks of Massachusetts 
and George Sutherland of Utah, are 
able men of sound principle. The 
senators who are reported, we trust 
erroneously, to be under considera
tion, are another sort." 

Senator Harding no doubt will be 
pained, if not surprised, at having 
his colleagues and close personal 
friends excoriated in the manner in 
which the Syracuse paper goes after 
them. Wheç the Republicans talk 
about their own men in this way, 
we can but believe what is said. In 
this particular case we agree heart
ily in the opinion expressed. 

BLUE LAW MOVEMENT. 

C OMMENTING on the "buying 
strike," which is blamed to a 

large extent for present business de
pression and price recession, D. F. 
Kelly of Mandel Bros, makes a point 
wfcich retailers and consumers alike 
will do well to consider, says The 
Chicago Tribune. Mr. Kelly sug
gests that unless merchants soon 
start buying their spring stock the 
lack of production due to general 
curtailment of orders is likely to 
shoot prices up again. 

There is no doubt that restricted 
retail demand has reduced produc
tion greatly within the last few 
months. Textile mills, clothing fac
tories and house furnishing produc
ers are particularly hard hit. On the 
average they are producing probably 
not more than 60 per cent of their 
normal output. There is a limit be
low which prices cannot drop, and 
this limit is kept comparatively high 
by restricted production. In the 
meantime the restricted demand in
dicates consumers are doing with
out. Their ability to do without 
also has a limit, which will be seen 
when the individual's wardrobe wears 
out and goes into the rag bag. 
When demand revives because of 
such developments prices will go up 
unless present production creates a 
reserve to supply the demand. 

In such circumstances it seems 
wise for consumers to buy the com
modities they* really need. That does 
not mean that return to the extrav
agance of a year ago is necessary. 
But if consumers buy this season, 
and merchants make it worth their 
while to do so, there will be a stable 
demand which will reopen mills and 
restore production at lower price 
levels. 

SELECTING A CABINET. 

PRESIDENT-ELECT Warren G. 
Harding is not going to have it 

all smooth sailing in the selection of 
his cabinet. Already he has encoun
tered criticism because of the fact 
that, whether authoritatively or not, 
it has been stated that he was con
sidering Senators Knox of Pennsyl
vania, Fall of New Mexico and New 
of Indiana for positions in the cab
inet. If it were only Democrats 
who voiced objection to the selection 
of either of the three, the country 
would pay no particular attention to 
it, but from the Republican press has 
come a howl that reverberates from 
coast to coast. 

For instance, this from the Post 
Standard of Syracuse, N. Y.: 

"The forecasts of Harding's cabi
net appointments, which while they 
are only guesses, are based upon con
versations with fnert who have been 
consulted about appointments, con
tain the names of three members of 
the United States senate, Knox of 
Pennsylvania, Fall of New Mexico 
and New of Indiana. 

"Senator Knox is a member of the 
battalion of death, whose original ob
jection to the League of Nations was 
that Germany was not a member, 
and whose parliamentary ability and 
influence as an international lawyer 
have been given to the wrecking of 
the treaty and the repudiation of 
the League of Nations in all its 
parts. His nomination to be secre
tary of state would be notice to Eu
rope that we prefer war with it to 
peace. 

"Senatdr Fall, according to his au
tobiography largely 'engaged in min
ing in Mexico,' has been the f^icf 
mischief maker in Mexican affairs, 

THE reform movement for nation
al Sunday "blue laws" which 

is to be pressed upon congress, news 
of which has been emanating from 
Washington for several weeks past, 
has raised a howl from every sec
tion of the country. The preponder
ance of opinion to which expression 
is given seems to be violently op
posed to enacting any kind of legis
lation which will deprive the people 
of the recreations and pleasures now-
enjoyed on Sundays, such as base
ball, theaters, motoring, etc. As a 
matter of fact there seems little dan
ger that any such program will ever 
come to pass because of the fact that 
the preliminary demands are being 
made for the District of Columbia. 
This would greatly inconvenience 
the senators and representatives. 
They may now enjoy ttamselves in 
Washington on Sundays, but if these 
blue laws were enacted they would 
be forced to run over to New York 
or Philadelphia or Some other of 
the many lively eastern towns. If 
the proposal had been to apply the 
regulations to all other United 
States territory and exempt the Dis
trict of Columbia, we are of the 
opinion that the statutes sought 
would have had much greater chances 
of being passed. However, the 
alarm seems to be general. Regard
ing the matter, the Kansas City Star 
says : 

"Among its other troubles con
gress when it meets next week will 
meet the drive of a determined band 
of 'reformers' who want a batch of 
blue laws ground out for immediate 
application in the District of Col
umbia, and eventually for the whole 
country. They want to stop all 
Sunday amusements, including base
ball, and if they succeed in that it 
takes no prophet to figure out what 
will be coming to the rest of the 
week. 

"These stern men and women are 
under the firm conviction that the 
victory of prohibition was a vindi
cation of all their views as to what 
public and private conduct ought to 
be. They want everything which 
they do not themselves approve pro
hibited to everybody else. Govern
ment's chief fJnction they hold is to 
say, 'Thou shalt not,' and their func
tion is to supply government the list 
of thinges to which this prohibition 
shall apply. Probably they do not 
agree among themselves on all of 
them, which is fortunate at any rate, 
for while they squabble over their 
program the rest of the country is 
spared. Some want to prohibit to
bacco, and some want to prohibit 
dancing, and some want to prohibit 
theaters. 

"Congress, it is hoped, will have 
the courage and the firmness to re
sist these busybodies. It is too 
much to expect it to tell them the 
truth about themselves, or to ex
plain that the driving out of whisky 
was not the act of a fanatical coun
try that can be imposed upon by 
their claim that all the other things 
they object to are similar evils. 

"But if congress does not give 
them this needed lesson public opin
ion will if they press their efforts 
too far. There are plenty of evils 
for wholesome minded Americans to 
attack, if they really want to help. 
But they ought to remain clear head
ed and not confuse necessary and 
improving public diversions with the 
things that are really doing the harm. 
There is something the matter with 
the head of the man who tries to 
stop baseball and with the head of 
the woman who tries to stop bridge, 
while neither pay any attention to 
child welfare or the condition of 
working mothers in the land. 

"The question is, how can these 
truths be got into heads like those?" 

There is much truth in what the 
Star says, still it is hardly probable 
that on the program as outlined that 
the reformers will get very far. 
Stoppinig Sunday amusements is an 
entirely different thing from advo
cating prohibition or anti-cigarette 
legislation. We are of the opinion 
that congress will puncture the re
form balloon in this instance before 
i.t gets off the ground. 

B EST EDITORIALS 
O F  T H E  D A  Y  

CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS 
FREED. 

The release of the last of the consci
entious objectors—thirty-three in all— 
sent to prison during the war was an 
act of clemency dictated by common 
sense. No good purpose in the circum
stances was to be served by holding 
them longer in custody. They had suf
fered their punishment, and in remitting 
their senstences Secretary Baker fol
lowed the recommendations of the ad
jutant general's office, which to such 
offenders has not been disposed to show 
undue leniency: 

These men had wilfully refused to do 
military duty when millions of others 
wore eager to go to the defense of their 
country. Presumably they were honest 
in their professions of faith, for their 
sincerity as pacifists was put to a hard 
test. At any rate, they accepted with 
open eyes the consequences of their de
fiance of the law and remained true to 
the principles that they avowed in justi
fication of their conduct. No doubt to 
hundreds of thousands of others war 
was as hateful as it appeared to them, 
but persons of the type and character of 
these conscientious objectors were plain
ly unfit to be soldiers. If any of them 
imagined that by force of example they 
would start a wave of resistance to the 
selective-service law they were deceived 
by their sense of self-importance. As 
individuals they made their protest and 
enjoyed a brief season of notoriety that 
in some cases perhaps brought them 
less sympathy than they deserved. 

For the conscientious objector who 
went to prison there may be excuses 
that cannot hold good for the slacker 
who evaded service by running away in 
the hope of beating the law. The true 
conscientious objector was capable of a 
kind of moral courage of obstinacy that 
rendered him the fitting object of a cer
tain respect. The slacker's first in
stincts were those of cowardice or dis
loyalty, which made him seek in flight 
escape from military duty. 

It is a distinction that should be kept 
in mind by all who have joined in con
demning in advance Secretary Baker's 
course in freeing the conscientious ob
jectors. In their cases certainly the law 
has been vindicated, and by their long 
imprisonment they have paid the re
quired penalty for denying an obligation 
of American citizenship that the average 
young man was proud to meet.—New 
York World (Dem.). 

THE WOMAN IN THE CABINET. 
Senator Kenyon's proposal for the 

creation of a federal department of so
cial welfare, through the gathering up 
of the numerous bureaus attached to ex
isting departments which have to do 
with the educational, social and moral 
welfare of the people, is evidently tha 
forerunner of the recognition of the na
tional enfranchisement of the feminine, 
by the introduction of a woman into the 
presidential cabinet. 

Apart from that, the plan does not ap
pear to contemplate any far-reaching 
change or extension of the functions of 
the government. It is likely to_ be chal
lenged by those who have been insistent
ly urging the creation of an executive 
department of education, because, while 
including the present bureau of educa
tion and its auxiliaries in its provisions, 
it would denv that the primacy which 
had been hoped for it. and associate 
it with a number of other benevolent 
and altruistic enterprises of government, 
which in the aggregate might subordinate 
the immediate supervision and control 
of the public school system. 

Paternalism has long been an estab
lished function of the national govern
ment. and of recent years has been out-
reaching in its development at a rapid 
rate. From paternalism to parentalism 
would not be much of a change. In its 
nomenclature it would- be but the simple 
transfer of two letters. In practice it 
need be nothing more than the recogni
tion of the joint interest of the two par
ents, joining the mothers of the country 
with the fathers in their place of distinc
tion, and endowing the state with the 
dual honors of parenthood. But the 
substitution of the initial letter in the 
definitive term, and the transformation 
of paternalism into mnternalism, might 
be an altogether different matter.-— 
Philadelphia Bulletin (Ind. Dem.). 

LOST GOVERNMENT JOBS. 

Washington, where the government 
clerk is seen at his best and his worst, 
is the tomb of thousands of possible 
young men- It has been one of the tra
ditions, surviving from a lost past, that 
a government clerkship was a fine thing. 
The clerk had steady pay, little work 
and short hours. Once in Washington 
the doors of the future closed on the ap
pointee. He became a machine, usually 
an utterly unintelligent one. The easi
ness of the job softened him; his leisure 
bored him. lie lost contact with his old 
home. Even the member who had him 
appointed forgot him. And every addi
tional month he stayed in Washington 
made it so much more impossible for him 
to return to his old business, whatever 
that was. 

Nearly 100,000 federal employes are 
now in Washington treading the mill 
that grinds ambition to shreds. About 
one-fourth of these will be sot free un
der the proposed program of economy. 
They will go back from Pennsylvania to 
Main street. The federal bureau will 
hear no more the lax y scratch of their 
pens. The Washington boarding houses 
will hear no more their little stories of 
how they came to be appointed. They 
will not spend their summer afternoons 
watching Walter Johnson pitch; some 
will be pitching hay themselves. 

But every one of the fired clerks, if 
he amounts to anything, will in his gray 
hairs bless the day when Uncle Sam 
voted him, as (îeorge Ade puts it. the 
hardware.—New York Herald (Ind.). 

GERMAN UNIVERSITIES. 
One curious effect of the war in Oer-

manv has been the stimulus it has appar
ently given to high education. Before 
the war twenty-three German universi
ties had an attendance of 55,000; those 
same universities are operating today 
with full faculties and with 85,000 stu
dents in attendance. Eleven technical 
institutions have an enrollment exactly 
double that of 1013. The only course 
that shows a marked increase in attend
ance is that of Protestant theology. 
Itomnn Catholic theology is not taught 
in the German universities, but we are 
told that the theological schools of that 
denomination are i>oorly attended, and 
several of them in Catholic Bavaria 
have been temporarily closed. 

One conclusion from this may be that 
religion in Germany is at rather a low 
point. The government Is in charge of 
Socialists, and most of the German So
cialists are free-thinkers. And the Ger
man church did not make a creditable 
record during the war. Its pastors, with 
very few exceptions, accepted the absurd 
divine right of the Ilohenzollcrnn theory, 
and even went to the extent of exalting 
the Ilohenzollerns above the Deity.— 
Louisville Post (Dem.). 

The continent around the Antarctic 
ocean is believed to be larger than Eu
rope. 

The Haskin Letter » "ä® 
CHINATOWN ON SHOW 

Hussion soviet currency totsÄs about 
200,000,000 rubles. 

San Francisco, Calif., Nov. 26.—San 
Francisco has the largest and most es
sentially Chinese Chinatown in America. 
People who knew it before the fire de
clare that its charm disappeared with 
that catastrophe. By this, of course, 

"they mean that most of its colossal filth 
and wickedness is gone- But the visitor 
wandering about its queer, irregular 
streets, finds .it still exotic and pictur
esque. '  

One moment you are in Portsmouth 
Square, before the monument of Robert 
Louis Stevenson, and a moment later you 
are in a narrow Canton byway, contain
ing numerous Chinese markets, drug 
stores, restaurants and clothing shops. 
Chinamen in dull, native garb or second
hand American clothes throng the side
walk, and occasionally a Chinese house
wife, a brilliant Chinese basket on her 
arm. trips silently into a market. 

The markets are worth investigating 
in themselves. Always they are crowd
ed With tiers and tiers of wooden coops 
reaching all the way to the low ceiling 
and containing nervous rabbits, frantic 
hens, and despondent ducks and geese. 
Nearby the same species are exhibited in 
their popular dried form, looking very 
much as if they had received a coat of 
yellow varnish. Some of them have 
been chopped into small withered pieces 
and strung on bits of coard like neck
laces, which is also the state to which 
beef, pork and mutton are reduced. 

But the principal trade of the mark
ets, as you can easily detect by the smell, 
is in fish. There are big fish and little 
fish; fresh fish and dried fish; and fish 
of every hue and shape. Chinamen, it 
seems, are devoted to fish, and fish are 
sent from all parts of the Pacific to 
gratify their fishy appetites. Here you 
find huge, black-bellied sturgeon, spot
ted sharks, piles of flounders, carp and 
curiously yellow cod. 

Chinese Chow. 
Even the Chinese restaurants of San 

Francisco, are more Chinese than those 
encountered elsewhere. Many of them 
have a wide and permanent patronage 
among San Franciscoan of Anglo-Saxon 
stock, who are disappointed if they miss 
their weekly treat of a Chinese table 
d'hote. Pathetic is the plight of the 
visitor whp happens to have several such 
acquaintances, for each and all of them 
are eager and insistent to share this 
treat with him. The fact that an ap
petite for Chinese food must be created 
by a strong and persistent effort of the 
will seems never to have occurred to 
them. 

Usually, the meal begins with Chop 
Suey, which is a sort of complicated 
and comprehensive hash, apparently con
taining, among many other things, old 
shoe leather and wooden shavings, flav
ored with rusty pipe juice. The second 
course, if you are lucky, may bo noth
ing more alarming than fried rice, chick
en and shrimps rendered as dry and 
withered as possible. Then comes the 
prize of the collection—-Cho Go Gong— 
a sort of soup supposed to contain meat, 
eggs, mushrooms and beancakes. If the 
diner is not carried away unconscious 
at this puncture, eggs are brought in. 
And such eggs only the Chinese know 
how to procure. They are the eggs of 
yesteryear, and yet the year before, or 
maybe they are eggs pjissed down like 
old wine from the early Ming dynasty. 

Xo butter is served with in Chinese 
dinner, the Chinese holding butter in 
fierce contempt. "You smellee all 
same butter," is one of the dealiest in
sults a Chinaman, can level at an Oc
cidental. but we may all be thankful 
that they do not say we smell like 
e«gs. . 

There are only two articles on the 
menu of a Chinese table d'hote which are 
acceptable to the uninitiated palate, and 
those are the dessert—usually a deli
cious, rich fruit, served in honey—and 
the tea. More thau any other race the 
Chinese know how to make tea. \ou 
enn buy Chinese tea and make it vour-
self but unless you are remarkably ex
pert, you never quite achieve the name 
flavor seCnred by a Chinese chef. 

Not until von have dined in a China
town restaurant, do you realize the sig
nificance of he nearby drug stores al
ways a few feet from a food mart or 
cafe. We feel sure that the Chinese 
drug stores must do an overwhelming 
business, although the remedies they of
fer do not inspire great confidence in 
the Occidental. Chief frtnong there are 
roots and aerbs. as well as such popu
lar medical staples as dried lizards and 
toads, displayed occasionally in weird 
juxtaposition to American soaps and 
chewing gum. 

A Rubberneck Tour 
A trip throug Chinatown would not 

] be complete, of course, without an in
terior view of a Chinese Joss House, 
or temple. To obtain thisv unless you 
are well acquainted in Chinatown, you 
must join a" sightseeing party. Every 
night several huge rubberneck wagons 
park along the curbs of Chinatown and 
hundreds of tourists are entertained 
through a megaphone while being shown 
as little bona-fide scenery as possible. 
In fact, one gets the impression that the 
Chinatown one sees on such an occasion 

' is entirely a creation of the local as-
' sociation of sightseeing companies, with 
the help of a few Chinese stockholders. 
Nevertheless, it is amusing. 

The Joss House to which the sight
seeing party, of which the reporter was 
a member, was led the other night was 
located in a narrow alley. In the dark
ness and fog it was possible to glimpse 
a dimly lighted balcony, beneath a pagod 
roof, and to see that the temple faced, 
as is the custom with all well-behaved 
joss houses, towards tho east. Then 
suddenly a dark figure appeared on the 
balcony, and a voice began shouting 
in angry Chinese. There was a mo
ment of breathless suspense in the 
crowd, which had been waiting patiently 
for a thrill. Then, "Oh. bring the gang 
on up," said the same voice in smooth 
and contemptuous English. 

The temple, which was filed to over
flowing with Chinese embroidered tap
estries, wood carving, gods and incense, 
was housed in a small room on the top 
flçor. A chinaman, who was in charge 
of a souvenir counter in the hallway, 
led the party in, after which he ran 
and beat on a brass gong in order to 
drive away the evil spirits brought in 
with the visitors. 

Upon a central altar at the back of 
the temple a dogen or more Chinese 
gods were seated in a row, in company 
with one or two black-haired goddess
es. Most of the gods had long, flowing 
black mustachios, one suspended from 
either side of the chin, while one of 
them said to be the Doctor God, had 
three eyes, one in the center of his 
fore head. Along the ledge, in front of 
each God—the god of war, the god of 
health, the god of business, the god of 
luck, and others—was a small Chinese 
cup of ten, in the process of evaporation. 
The tea is placed there in case the 

! gods should become thirsty, and when 
j it is entirely evaporated, tiie priests of 

the temple know that the godly thirst : 
has been appeased. Before the altar, |  
a huge lamp, burning peanut oil, shed a | 
dull radiance on the gayly dressed, small j 
wax figures. This lamp, it was explain- j 
ed, is kept perpetually burning. If it j 
should suddenly go out, it would mean j 
that the gods were enraged, and not a j 
Chinaman could be persuaded to go in- j 
to the temple. 

An Oriental Switchboard. 

One of the most interesting features I 
of the San Francisco Chinatown is its j 
telephone exchange, located in a build- j 
mg with a brightly decorated pagoda [ 
roof and balconies and an interior elab
orately frescoed with Chinese designs. 
The switchboard, which is carved and set 
in a shrine, is operated by Chinese girls 
in richly colored silken coais and trous
ers, who speak equally well in both Eng
lish and Chinese. 

Chinatown had its beginnings in San 
Francisco in 1SG9. according to Cali-
fornian authorities, when Chinese coolies 
were encouraged to come to this country 
to work on the construction of the Cen
tral Pacific railroad. It was the same 
coolie class that laid the foundation of 
all other Chinatowns in America. Later 
came the merchant and leisure classes, 
but never in such great numbers. 

"The old Chinatown." explained a San 
Franciscan, "contained over 25,000 in
habitants. whereas the present one con
tains about 20,000. Many of those who 
fled the fire located elsewhere and never 
came back. The section used to be com
posed of dilapidated tenements and rook
eries from two to five stories high, di
vided by narrow alleys that were swarm
ing day and night with the occupants 
of the first class stores and basement«. 
Nearly every bouse had its cellar and 
sub-cellar, usually given over to the 
use of opium, gambling and other iniqui
ties. The job houses were more num
erous then, and Chinese music, which is 
so excrusiating to Occidental ears, con
stantly issued from them. 

"The theaters, too, were more numer
ous. All the actors were men, women 
being forbidden in the Chinese theatrical 
profession; the scenery was primitive— 
often nothing at all; the play was with
out plot, so far as an Occidental could 
see, and it often took days and even 
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weeks before the final curtain descended 
on the last act. 

"The new Chinatown is a reproduction 
of the old, but it is much cleaner, much 
healthier, and less wicked. It is also 
much grander, for there are now several 
Chinese millionaires, and many palatial 
business houses filied, with the richest 
products of the Orient." 

OF IIMB OIL 
Orders Seven Tankers to Bring 

Imports of Liquid Fuel 
Needed for Vessels. 

Tokio, Sept. SO.—(Correspondence of 
The Associated Press.)—There is 110 
hope, it is said, for Japan at present to 
become self-supporting in the matter of 
oil supplies and the naval authorities 
have ordered seven tankers which are 
to carry oil imported for the Japanese 
navy. 

While the damnd for oil steadily in
creases the output in the country tends 
to decrease. The present output of raw 
oil is o.nly about 320,000 tons a year. 
The heavy oil consumed by tho navy 
amounts to about 100,000 tons a year 
and assuming that 40 per cent of heavy 
oil can be made out of a ton of raw 
oil the naval demand can be more than 
sufficiently met by the home product. 
But besides the requirements of the 
navy there is a vast general demand to 
be met. When the eight battleship and 
eight battle cruiser squadron program is 
completed in 1S>27, it is estimated ihat 
the demand cf the navy will amount to 
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at least 700.000 tons, whereas there 
seems no hope of an Increase in the 
output of oil in th^s country. 

The authorities have for some time 
been engaged in the investigation of oil 
fields in Saghalien and in other places 
but no satisfactory results have vet 
been obtained. The oil fields at Ivo-
senho and Naiyro in Formosa have been 
worked somewhat but the field at Xair-
yo is entirely disappointing: the result 
of the working of the Kosnho fiel*! will 
not be known for two or three months, 
but satisfactory results arc not ex
pected. 

The oil tankers ordered will have a 
displacement <•? 11.00!) tous each and 
will carry !),000 tons of oil. 

Important actions of the St. Louis 
convention of the National Federation 
of the Federal Employees, just closed 
included the passage of resolutions: (1) 
with State and city centrai trade union 
bodies. (2) That the organization re
double its efforts to secure reclassifica
tion of Government employees ayd a 
workers representation. (3) That not 
less than Si080 a year, or HT1;» cents 
an hour, be adopted as a minimum wage, 
without regard to sex. 
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