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Federal Commander at Piedras
Negras Says He Escaped
From Captors and Joined a
Band of Constitutionalists

Rumor Gained Circulation in
the Federal Ranks Several
Days Ago, But Authorities
Were Reticent on Matter

EAGLE PASS, Texas, Feb, 28, |who were defented on the Honmn-An-

—~-Clemente Vergara, the Ameri
can rancher, who is reported to

have been kidnapped by Mexican itml Tuan Chijul, the minlster of war,

Federals and hanged at Hidaige,
Mexico, in alive, according to
General Guarjardo, the Federal
commander at Piedras Negras.
General Guarjardo said today that |
Vergara escaped from his cap- |
tors last Saturday and joined a
party of constitutionalists. This
statement could net be cone
firmed.

The rumor that Vergara might
be alive first gained circulation
among the Mexican Federal troops
in Nueve Laredo two days ago,
but eMorts to trace it to autheri.
tative source afiled. inquiry at
Piedras Negras today elicited
vague answers and finally the
question was put squarely to |
General Guarjardo. He briefly in.
dicated that Vergara was alive
but when pressed for an explana-
tion refused to go ints detaill
further than to say that Vergara
had escaped and joined the con-
stitutionalists, From no other
source could anything further re.
garding Vergara be cobtained,

WASHINGTON NOT NOTIFIED
WASHINGTON D, €, Feb. 25— The

wite depurte ent has had boosdieiel |
notice of the note reportel to have
bean scul by General CUsr anza, e
fusing (iloseetion as to the "alh of
Willitwe 8. B nton begause 1w Wi A

Dritish rubject Sacretary Uryan s
not in the cliy and Is NoL SXP red |
unrtil tomorrow,

MAZATLAN FALLING {

MEXICO CITY, Feb, I¥--Hebels
who begun an attuck on  Maztlap
two days axo have gnined ground un
til they are now flghting within the
eity limMa, sccording o nuthentle in-
fortuition received tonight. It is re
ported also that the waler supply of
Mazatlan Is cut off A squad of six
policemen, ncung under “superior or
ders” guarded the American Club
here tonight. There Is no reason for
installing a guard given other than
the statement that something un
pleasant might occur and the govern
ment is dlsposed 10 use every means,
avallable, to protect forelgners. Thae |
American embassy had no advice of
the incldent

STARTLING STATEMENT

WASHINGTON Feb 28—Acuording |
to Information which officials here re-
gard as trustworthy, William Ben.
ton, was disarmed and  was shot to
death in Villa's office;: pistol bullets
through the stomach ending his Iife
The statement adds that Benton
spent two hours weiting for the inter
view which ended in his death, walk-
ing back and forth in front of the
office building in which was Villa's of-
fice. The post mortem, It In sald,

way serve to confirm the character |

of wounds, despite the probable’
state of the body in a tropleal climate

eleven days after death. | der. Sitvng inslde are others

LETCHER ACCEPTS SPECIAL

CHIHUAHUA, Feb. 28 — Marion
Letcher, the American consui here,
today accepted Villa's profler of »
special traln to bring the Benton in-
vestigating committee from Juarez to
this clty
allowed to make # close examination
of the body, but Villa reiterated his
refusal to permit the removal of the
body from Mexico.

DINNER TO UNDERWOOD.

WASHINGTON, Feb, 28-—~As a
tribute 1o the work of Oscar Undaer-
wood of Alabuma, the Democratic
leader of the House, President Wilson
will give a dinner at the White House
an March 8 for the majority lender.
Many members of Congross will be
fnvited,

SENTENCED TO DEATH.
PHOENIX, Feb, 28.—Atha Leonard
and John Tomlin were found gulity
today of murder In the first dogree
for killlng City Marshall Hi. Peterson
of Mosa. They were sentenced (o

death,

yorn Honan.

qu the houses, however, looking for!

| woldier president, The policemen are

The commissioners will be .
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CALIFORNIA SENDS A
WOMAN AS STATE AGENT

Cumbre Disaster

e —— L]

Prisoner in Fort
Bliss Layvs Blame‘

on Nomadic Band!
for the Holocaust

- Kl. PASQO, Texas, Feb. 28 i8pe- |
| @ cuffe, which, bowever wshe does cial ) Maximo Castillo, Mexican
| @ pot believe to have any use lbandit, who is now heing detnined at |
® S S 2 ¥ 0% P e P & @ ¢ Fort Hise and who ls charged wilh
—_— | the Cumbre tunne! disaster, Insleta
that he Is an inpocent man
—— “1. see in all the paper: tnat the
PEKING. China, Feb. 25.—The r‘uulfnltad thtv‘n_ authorities  will hand
way service between Hankow and Pe ™% over to Villa, to be shot without
king was stopped for a short time trial,” he sald in an interview here

- - (eNot that | am afraid, but 1 Just
today while the White Wolf bmdltn..wm‘ o ksow It It is trae. 1 dom't

think it is possible than any eivilized
natlon would send o man to certain
death without a hearing.

now estimated to number more than “1 am not respousible for the Cum
forty thousand, has failed to throw bre tunnel disaster. 1 was not thera
& cordon around the brigands, who At the time, and 1 ecan prove it hy
are now making for the hille of West- American Citizen's—Walter Colien of
| Alamno Hueco, the American admin
{istrator of San Pedro: L. A. Ross of
| Cornlitos, nand many others of my
| American friends

“Since before Christman T have not
been out of a territary roughly
rboundv-nl by Palomas, Ascension, Co-

|" MEXIRB El"t HIGH | ralitos und San Pedro. | have spent
' most of my time between Palomas

'and Ascenclon. 1 did not even hear

SIAKES Pu'En FUH of the Cumbre disaster until twelve
days agn, when word was bronght o

me from the American side, at the

SACRAMENTO, Feb. 28.—-Wo-
men a8 state agents to  bring
back criminals from other siates
on extradition papers  appeared
for the first tme when Maggle
R. Anderson, one of the proba-
tion officers of Los Angeles, left
for Chicago to bring back Helene
Young, wanted on a charge of
passing  worlthess c¢hecks. The
wirl s wanted for passing sev.
eral forged checks while work-
Ing as & waliress 0 & hotel in
Los Angeles. The first woman
agent carries no gun but s
egquipped with a palr of hand-
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CHINESE BANDITS SOUGHT.

buf border yesterday, crosaed the line
Bolng westward. The army of Gen-

] 3 time that Villn's soldiera began
Lavish Patronage of Houses '™’

to press my men hard

Protected by Government Shocked by Disaster.
ll‘ldlCll“ Ab\lmt Suw’y “1 was shocked and horrified—I
Of Money in the C&pitll who could not kill & living thing, to

bhe necused of such an act!

MEXICO CITY. Feb. 25 —Gambiling “Who did it? Perhaps it was some
bouses are pow wide open In Mexico of my own men. 1do not know
City, General Huertas gssertion that “About the firet of January tyo of
thore |s plenty of money in the capl- my trusted lleutenanis, Tomas Peres
tal aopears to be well borne put in #nd Manuel Guitlerros duserted me
ha high stakes. At one houss a With fifty men. 1 hear Villa has just
Yuceatanean recently Jost 5,000 pesos caught Outierres There s, bosldes,
in ten minutes, yawned aund bouxht ®» band of forty men under Jesus Man
ancther stack of hundred peso chips uel Carnveo st Colonis Chichupa, near
A certaln goverument employe's loss the Cumbre They have camped

a# on the same wheel are reported (o there for two monthe, are not allled -

LAy been 60,000 pesos in three nights. 0 any party, hale Americans and
In the clearing, the gambling house have no ['II“'II‘“-]‘II"".'- And 1 will also
took both the man's pouse and his tell you u wecrei Pascunl Orozco,
furnititre with seven hundred men, s in the
The gambling institutions are up- mountains about sixty miles south,
# tho protection of the government. betwesn Hachita and Columbus. Ask
which has granted to one concern Charley White. who lives near Alamo
the exclusive right 1o the gambling Hueco, thirty miles south of here, He

BANDIT CASTILLO DENIES GUILT! *"*****"*"

Not His Handiwork he Declares

i

Maximo Castille.

haw been down thers and seen Orozeo.

“1I never have killed auy Americans,
1 never liuve executed a prisoner, and
my men will tall you of the quarrels
1 used to get into with Salazar and
Halus on that account when 1 wsas
with them.”

Here the lttle group of ragged ref-
ugees-—sit men and one woman—nod-
ded sperrly

The only time T remember to have
killed a humin belng was when two
of my men shot a pacifico, 1 hoad
them executed; that e all

Doss Not Accuse Villa.

"Do 1 accuse Villa of the Cumbre
tragedy? Of oourse ng' Thin = i
1 have rll.llft'q.nﬂ Batementy
about the Cumbre tunnel to anybody
In the world until now, exoept to Cap-

tin White, who commands the Unlt-
wil Braton soldiers here
Qenoeral Castiilo shook his  head
*% n whimsaleal smile,

"“Why do the newspapers of  the
heire lor want to make a holfday so al)
¥l Pasn esn oome to seas me shot® |
knew Viia well once At the eall ta
rime of the Maders rovolution 1 en-

iralous

ffvtad under him I never fought
bl I never fought him 1 naver

tnened aganinst him

He turned against me and he de
serted the wmagnificent plan of the
great Madero—the plan of San Luils
Potosi—to follow Carranza and the
other reformers. | never wished to
join Viila. He has been a bitier dis-
appolutment to all patriotic Mexicans

“1 belleve in nothing but the parti-
tion of land among the people that
wus promised to us by Madero. 1 am
not & Soclallst. 1 know nothing about
it. 1 am one of the few Independent
farmers left in the state of Chihua-
bua. | own a little ranch at San
Nicholas de Carretas, which my fa-
ther owned before me and his father
before him. That happy ife I8 all 1
want In this world, But | could not
alt &till and see my comrades robbed
under Porfirlo Diaz® criminal Iand
laws, thelr homes taken away, them-
wolves turned naked into the stroets
by federnl soldlers, so that thelr mis-
erable little holdings might go to
swell the great estates of Don Luls
Terragas™

Maximo Castillo iz a spare, wrink
led. shrunken Agure, with mustache
ant! a touch of beard almost white,
He s well educated, extraordinarlly
well rend for n Mexican farmer and
Lhas gentle and courteous manners,

privileges In the federal district for

i GENERAL GARRANZA REFUSES I
18 GONSUL SIMPICH ON THE K
wamnsatms BT HE PROMISES T0 INVES

munts scores of houses have been
ftted up In a Juxurious Manner. |
Government detective inspect most

enemies of the exiating admiolstration |

togrity thelr houses have guarsLteed
A pumbér of vacant positions o cer-

GIVE OPINION
LLING OF BENTON
1GATE BAUCH GASE

tain bouses of the ety already bave: Agiay Three Days of Negotiations Consul Simpich Finally Secures More or Less of a

teen created and fllled with new meld
beciuse of the reports which those]
agonis have made.

Policemen can po lobger LE recog:)
nized as such In the streetg of Mexl
co City wso thoropugh has been the re

NOGALES, Feb, 28 —Generikl Car
v, mill- ’
;'r'"mt:n::"i"'rslt:.ttr;:h:pﬁ:p:b;“.-,_., ranza declined to furnish information
ory bas C

to the State department at Washing
a ton regarding the kKilling of William

el "'-"*1"':“:::‘1‘,::':H:l‘|\l‘l:i:: 8. Benton, the Britlsh subject, At the
roldiers, The men have been WIvIdod| L o he gave assarances o
police station® have taken on the ap- Bryan that fm would iut.rnu;m‘t}z :lw
. of barracks. A pollceman disappearance noar Juarez o Justay
urhes .D d down In front of | Bauch, the American citizen. This 18
sclifer walke ¥p ulll hig shoul:| the strongly defined stund which came
16 satiane & EES A0S - with  after three days of negotiating be
strung tween the Amerlcan secretary of
filled State, and constitutionallst command:
er In chief through Frederick Sim-
pich, Ameriean consul at Nogales, and
| Yuidro Fabeln, acting secreétary of for
slgn relations In Carranza's provi-

|rifles in thelr hands and
ncross their breasts are belts
with eartridges.

MILITANTS ALIVE AGAIN

W King #lonal cablnet.
LONDON Feb. 28 WhenqTe " Until this afternoon Carranzi re

George and Queen Mary sttend pub- mained sllent regarding his stand
lMc entertainments & suffragetie I8 o000 roiiest of Bryan three duys
turbance is invariably an unweleome geq for information of Benton's death.
' addition to the program. At a charity Carranza replied to both querles of
| concert in Albert Hall tonight. where Bryan, those regarding HBenton and

Bauch. At the same time the stand
King George aad the Queen were s taken by the revolutlonary leader

present, & euilragetis, seated OPPO 4y the death of Benton should be
site the Royal box started haranguing iaken up through the diplomatic chan.
King George, demanding why he did paiy of hi scountry.

not make his ministers stop torturing This occasioned much speaculation
the women, Attendants seized the | sniong those familiar with the situa.
woman & few moments after she be-| yon  Carranza. In reference to the
gan speaking and ejected Mer from panion case, polntedly remarked that
the ball. The audlence, meanwhile, | Bryan's orlginal message had been the
hissing her vigorously. tirst offieial mentfon of the matter
brought to hin attentlon as directing
head of the revolution. In a written

message te Bryan, Carrangs did not

. Earl Minto, for
m:;o :ﬁ?:,;:::as:‘_l of {::'n:da, for- A8y that the investigation of the Hen.
mer viceroy of India, died at Ha-|ton ease was being made on hia part.
wick at 4 o'clock this morning.

EARL MINTO DIES

.

S RIS NN T LR e e esereian sesnaseanians

PRI v

nouncement that the matter is belng
nvesthted for the satlsfaction of
the constitutlonalist party This, It
Is polnted out, put England in a po-
sitlon of either virtually recognizing
the constitutionalist party, In spite of
the provious recoguition of Huerta, or
would be unable to secure Informa:
tlon regarding the wolfgre of (ta sub-
jetts In the territory controlled by
thes Insurgents,

Fabela  sald  Carranza  Informed
Washington that ke cpuld only at-

nd to the representations In the
‘anton ense if presented through the
wly authorized representative of the
Britlsh government.

ARMY SURGEONS APPOINTED

"L, PASD. Feb., 28.—The army sur-
geons who are to be members of the
ommission which will examine the
hoily of Willlam 8 Benton to ascer-
‘aln whether he died from the bul-
"ot of a formal firing squad or was
=wurdersd, was appointed today by
fonern]l Hueh L. Seott, who was In-
trintd to make the appointments,

The surgeons chosen were Major
W. T. Davidson and Major O, L.
Manlv, Toth are veterans of the med-
tral warvice of the army and familiar
with ¥nife and gunshot wounds,
whether Inflicted before or after
death,

The government at Washington Is
to nppolut two representatives, while
Charles A, . Perceval, of the British
oonsular gervice, will name a commis-

Definite Statement From the Leader of the Constitutionalist Cause; Army Surgeons i inbe
For anuﬁ“tion A.re App)inted by Genefﬂ.l Sco'“; P“Cﬁw Win Nm Mﬂn &)on I SAN FRANCISCO, Feb, 28 —This made plain that It wished press ref
Who Will Act as British Representatives in the Investization Which Is Soon to Be city is the first among the large citfey “77700% 10 the title of du pollties 1o

ment. Mr, Perceval has not selecfed
the men and is belleved to be walt-
‘ng for the Americans to act belore
wing mo.

AMERICAN RECRUITS REFUSED.
JUAREZ, Feb, 28—The Amerlcan
recrults who were refused by General
Villa arrived here tonight from Chl-
hunhiun. Easch was given twenly-flve
dollars In gold by the general. They
eave thelr names and addresses as
follows: N, 0, Bard, Chicago; Wil-
Pam Stein Haer, Fresno, Cal.; Martin
“eOuinn, Boston: P. J. Darcy, Colby,
Wis.: Henry Rogers, Boston; Churles
Rideeway, Point Marion, Pa.; Wi
Hiam Kessol, Detroit; Charles T. Bow-
ers, Watts, Cal. An American who
gove his name as A, L. Tosh and
deelined to give his address, was also
in the party. The rebel aeroplane
was given a successful test today.
CARRANZA'S SAFETY ASSURED.
Douglas, Feb, 2§--No stone has
been left unturned in assuring Gen-
sral Carranea’s safety In his journey
to Agua Priota, local constitutionalists
say. A striet border patrol has bheen
antablished from Axun Prieta west, a
cordon of sentrles (s malntalned
around the town by day and doubled
at night, Similar precautions have
hean taken at Naeco, it Is declared,

| This alortness follows the recent re-

ports that Foderal sympathlzers have
been crossing the border from the
U'nited States, gathering In the moun-
tains west of Naco, threatening to

but Seeretary Fabela lssued the an. sloner to aet with him for bis govern-| oppose Carranza’s eastward march.

& RAMPOLLA WILL STILL
® CAUSING GREAT AGITATION
s —
® ROME, Feb., 28 —~The cnan
® volving the disappearnac s of the
1@ Iast testament of the (ate cam
¢ innl Rampolla wias furth«’ com
& plicated today by Judge of 1'o
@® lice, recelving denunciation n
& which It was seserted :hat the
& will was stolen by & brotwer oi
® Gulseppe Caretth, the dend pre-
# late’s valet, for the purpose of @/
® blackmailing Baron Ranipolls @
& Pezzana by the supression of 0|
& the testament which the baron @
® regalns through his wife, who (s @
® a sister of the cardinal and the @
& sole belr. Other denunclations, €
® the police say, openly acouse &
® Rampolla Pezzann of being an @/
® nccomplice 1 the suppression of &
I. the will. *
et gl A\l ® ® % % Woman Named as Candidate
MAITHS WAR GOES ON. for City Clerk; Ticket Com-
i ' mented Upon as Very Strong
WASHINGTON, Feb, 28.—The ()“e.l Take Up Collection
| Zamora government forces are hot on ey
the trall of Davilmar Theodors In e meeting of Progreseives of the
Haitl, according W o cablegram re .o jget night was fentured by the
naming of a complete ticket for the

FIRST TIGKET
o NAMED FOR
CITY GONTEST

essives Put Their Slate
Through; Say That It Does
Not Preclude Changes Being
Made in the Primary Voting

teeacvecstaree

celved today at the navy deparunent
from Commander Boirer of the gun gpring election, announcdpent that
|bmﬂ Wheeling at Cape Haltlen., He o pssossutont will be levied azalnst
reports ulso that the government war any candidste, and the taking up of
!l.bip. Nord Alexis, left that port yes » colleotlon for the purpose of meet
| terday for Port Liberte with General (ng expenses. The only woman In at
|Zamora and fifty men bound' for Val- tendance at the close, Mra. Cornlab
| itere, where fighting has been re participated in contributlions
ported waore voluntesred to the hat and |
RS Voles

by encourngod the bellef that t}
| Ll
| 113
i The vcket for the clty eloctlon was
1 £ | presented by a committes appolnte
WHILE MINSTER 15 e

' This report wos featdred o

| naming of 0 woman for the office af
city clerk, and will give Hisbee the
distinction of having the first woman

_— 1

somen are likely 10 be a substantinl

v
pource of enmpalegn munitions as well

to be nominated on & regular tiekot in
the state for a municipal office The

Well Dressed Man Appears on ticket in full follows
| Scene and Tears Book to WM. TONKIN for muvor

. o SAM VERRAN, for marshal
Pi“; Dr' Akd' Vlew' MRS, WASSICK, for city clerk

Are Said to Be the Cause G W. BUNKER, street  superin
tendent
SAN FRANCISCO, Feb, 25.—A tall For council, firet ward, Charles

well dresed man made his way Holz, Baptiste Caretto, Second ward
througly e trowd today. asttending W. J. Arfidl. Leonard  Warmington
the laying of the corper stone of the Third ward, Grif Willlpnis, O. P. M
First Congregational church und tore Hen

in pleces the marked Bible, throwing  The slate asx  presented to  the
the torn leavea at the feot of the meeting went through with bdut one
pastor, Rev. Dr. Charlea F. Aked. The snng  hole Charley Jopes

Bible's cover was tossed on the cor down for councll from the first witd
ner stone. Before observers realized but the pame of Warmington was
!whu had happened, the man guietly voted when It was anoounced from
disappearcd. the floor that be had anld that he
| The cover was tagged with serip- Would make ths race for return to the
ture texts referring to the followers Ofloe he now holds If P'ro slves
of new doctrines and loside was Wished h to  run Wariningtlon
marked: “Property of San Francisco borvtofore has beon classed us a R

Church Federatlon' D Aked i Pablicen. He was elected to the coun

president of that organlszution. One © | as such two yenrs ago.  The deleco-
of the cards with which the cover Hon nrobably looked good

wis tagged, read, “Tekel” This word 5 ‘Warslek I8 the volow ol a
was printed in large red letters. Iiw Wl known miner, her hoshand |
meaning, as tranalated In the book N8 Lo talully hurt aboay o

of Daniel is “Thou art welghed In the &' 'he Col» #haft. She s the nethe
bulance and found wanting' of tive young children and has gesid
Dr, Aked recently became promin Iml In the ity ten yoar it W

ent because [n his pulpit utterances Stated In the meeting lust night by
he declared that he did not ndhere to|*everal speakers that she was  woll
the orthodox doctrine of the virgin  Qualified by a bookkeeping education
birth of Christ. It is believed the 10 [l the offiow of city clork
corner étone Interruption came from | All the other candidates are well
gome one who took that weans of | KNOWHD ind In talk aboul town lasi
voicing his disapproval of the pastor's KDL, when the results of the mee's
course. jing were heard in political circles, it
i — fwig sald that the Progressives aad

UNION HOSPITAL AT FRISCO. [made up a strong ticket. As 1o that

word “Progressive,” Lhe mesting

ignore the word Repubiican A
speaker satd that they wanted no npe
socintion with the old party; that
they were paddling their own  cunue
y T'rugresslyes,

Rugarding the Ueket, Chalmonn
Hicks und Secretury Nolan both took
vccasion W eall the attention of the
mieeting to the polnt that it had been
mpde up solely to assure the Pro
rovelves of k complele ticket In the
privdaries aod that it did not preclude
iny Progresslve desiring place on the

'of the country to have & labor hos-
pital. The Union Labor Hospital and
Training School Assoclation elosed n
leass whereby they take over the Me-
Nutt hospital for ten years at u total
|rental of $105000. The labor men
will take possession tomorrow. Jesse
P, McAfee, superintendent of the Eu-
roka Union Labor hospital, will take
charge of the MceNutt institution. Dr
B. M. Marshall, house surgeon, of the
Furoka hospltal, will come to San
Franclseo to assume a similar post. e (rom enterlng  the pHmaries
Goneral patients will he treated at the 0 ekine contest, Tt was sald by
hoapital, but special arrangements will oooge of My Jones after the mes

ha made for union men. ing Lthat they were cerlalnly going t

e Lo Gl it s namie ettered tha

SENTENCE HELD UP priviuties,

NEW YORK, Feb 28—0On the A commities of four was numed ¢
ground that the trinl court erred in conduet the work of the orgapizntion
admitting a8 evidence a newspaper through the primaries. [t s o
editorial attacking the candidacy of posed of Hurry Alken, Tom Monier
William Willett, Jr., when he ran for Hank Spoodgrass and Joon  Caretto
supreme court justice on the Demo Pollowing the commuitice appeint
cratic ticket, Supreme Court Justice ment, adjournment wae taken Al
Blackmar granted today a certifieate tendance numbered sbout thirty vot
of reasonable doubt which postponed eors. Four of these wers women
the execution of sentence. Willstt re- three of whom left before the cloe
ceived after being convicted of buy-
Ing his nomination. Willett, a former
congressman, s undeér sentence of a
year and a half in prison. The editor  Npw YORK, Peb, 28 —The federal
ial In question was hended, “Tam. ) ; 3
many's tainted touch om Judiclary B4 Jury to be sworn In Tuesday
tloket.” will inquire into the charges of taking
| Hegnl  commisslons made agalnst

Loulsville & Nashville Rallroad has John Burke, the manager of the com-
been fined $402.00 and enjoined from missary department of the Panama
doing Intra-state businesg o Mississ-
ippl for fallure to obey orders of
Misslssippl ral'road commlission to ef- ment owned, and operated. All the
deot that trains should stop at Bay 8t. P8pers In the case have arrived from
Louly, the canal wone.

BURKE FACES INDICTMENT.

Rajiroad company, which the govern-

- — -n - ———— - — -




