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NEAR CASAS

OIKS
Gavira Receives WoJJ That

Amexcan Couriers Reach
Town in Western Chihua-
hua. Orders Given.

COLUMN FROBABLY
THAT OF DODD

Great Activity is Had in Co-- i
i ... wl.m. : v PlUi.iUU, vviut.il la nit liajjl .

diiionary Base and Chang
ed into a Big Community.

EL PASO, March 17. American
trosps will reach Casas Grandes

at midnight, according to General
Gavira, of Juarez, late today. Cas-

as Grandes is a little more than
sixty miles from the point where
Colonel Dodd's column entered'
Mexico, so the Americans have
been moving more than thirty

miles a day.
General Gavira announced he

had a telegram that a courier from
the Americans had already reach-
ed Casas Grandes, announcing the'
American troops could be expected
about midnight. The General said
he had wired Colonel Davila, com-

manding the Constitutionalist gar-

rison at Casas Grandes, not to per-

mit the American troops to occupy
that city.

His instructions from General
Carranza, said Gavira, would not
give him authority to let American
troops occupy the city. It would
be contrary to orders. They could
pass the city and camp outside but
they must not occupy or march
through.

ACTIVITY AT COLUMBUS
COLUMBUS, March 17. Two and

a half squadrons of cavalry left the ex-

peditionary train base hpre striking
in a westerly direction. It is un-

known whether they are intended to
reinforce the punitive column. One
report. indicated they are going to help
protect the line of communications
and a portion of the expedition under
Colonel I)odd, which Wednesday cir-

cled wectward about 50 miles from
here and entered Mexico about the
same time as the main expedition.

Troop trains, overnight, swelled Co-

lumbus camp to what is said to be
nearly the siie of the orisinal expedi-
tion. Heavy construction work of ma-

ny varieties is undef way. The new-cit-

is rising to become a homelike
and permanent base which is to be es-

tablished here.
Reports that several men out on

post duty with the expedition were
wounded by snipers is unconfirmed.
Tt is significant the soldiers about the;
ramp, who come with eommunciation
returning relays of transport drivers
received the information which leads
them to believe the march has been
r.uiet thus far.

Reliable reports indicate the large
ranching and cattle interests on the
Mexican side have offered a reward
of $50,000 for the capture of Villa,
riepd or alive. Officers here said they
hnd repson to believe the immense
offer had caused commotion among
the peons who heard of it in Northern
Mexico.

With the exception of occasional
gossip and secret dispatches over the
wire, the men of the expedition now
somewhere in northern Chihuahua, are
completely out of communication of
any sort even with their comrades at
the base.

The body of First Lieutenant Zell.
Eleventh Cavalry, who killed himself
yesterday, was sent to Baltimore. One

;

Life at the is
?nd The roar of aero-

planes is matched the rumble
hoofs as bat-

teries and cavalry troops speed
tle and of
hills on practice marches to

SOUTH OF GUZMAN.

GUZMAN. Mex., March 17.
American troops are already
south of this point, a twenty-tiv- e

miles east of the line of
Ascension and Janos. The
American column is not mov-
ing on thf route via Guzman,
which si about 30 miles due
south of but evi-
dently relying on jrarrison
at Guzman to control the points
eastward.

a garrison occu-
pies this city and their com-
mander has every confidence of
his ability to preserve order.

fc

1 YET If!

I
Reports the War Depart-

ment in Washington Give
Information that Force Has
Not Met with Villa Bandits.

SOME OFFICERS DO
NOT EXPECT TROUBLE

Mexico, Generally, is Quiet,
Though Are Signs of I

T" II .1" l.flrouoie ai lampico ana at
Torreon.

WASHINGTON, March 17. The
main expeditionary force In Mexico

late this afternoon had not encounter
ed any Villa banas, according to re
ports received at War Department.
Officials Interpret this as clearly in
dicating that Villa is fleeing. It is
extremely doubtful if they will at-

tempt to make a stand.
Opinions prevail army off-

icers that the campaign will develop
into guerrilla warfare, if there

is any opposition. The con-
current resolution of Senator Lofol- -

lette, declaring that Congress approv
ed the use of the army to pursue
Villa, and giving further assurances
that the sovereignity will not be

was unanimously adopted
without debate.

Reports to the State and War De
partments indicate tnat coudii ion a,

generally, in the interior of Mexico
were fairly quiet, with the exception
of Tompict and Torreon. At Tampico
and the adjacent oil fields the Ameri-
cans are reported as uneasy although
no disorder have developed. The at-

titude of the military forces in the
district is said to be to
Americans. It Is believed that when
the attitude of the de facto govern-
ment toward the foreign action against
Villa known, there will be
no further cause for apprehension.
The situation at Tompico is not new
and It is not the direct result of the
determination of the United States to
capture Villa.

Torreon, for some time, has
the of disorders. Consul Will-

iams, who left the Torreon consulate
in charge of the British vice consul,
and to the border with a
party of Americans, reported he quit
his post because of unbearable

SPANISH WAR VETS READY.

WASHINGTON, March 17. Repre-
sentative Dyer, of Missouri, who tele-

graphed the State Commanders of the
Spanish War asking how
many were ready to volunteer in
Mexico, announced he had received
20 replies indicating that at least 46.-00- 0

veterans were immediately avail-
able. The War Department, however,
made it plain there no present

of asking for the service of
any volunteers.

put last touch of physical condi- -

of the chanlsins. an intimate friend of tion into the waiting organizations.
Zell's. said Lieut. Zell was worried, Mexicans, coming to the base,

ghis troops were not up to dis-- j unteered useful information about the
cipline. Both officers said Zell's country through which the troops will
troops were among the best. When march. The Mexicans say they be-Ze- ll

alighted from the train at Colum- - lieve all political factions in Mexico
bus he gazpd over the dry desert and with the exception of the Villistas

"Great God! Is this e the presence of Americans once
lumbus?" His fellow offirers did not their peaceful intentions were thor-hee- d

the remark. A few minutes realized.
er they heard a shot and found Zell It was not learned the shot which
dead with a wound in his head. 'killed Colonel Lopez, Villa's first chief
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during the raid, was flre4 by Ameri-
can troopers at 1200 yards. Lopei fell
on the first shot. Much other shoot-
ing during the fight was done at a dis-

tance of from 650 to 800 yards. This
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MEXICAN BANDITS, ASSEMBLED AT VILLA'S CALL, PREPARING TO CO INTO BATTLE
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SOLDIERS FIND

OLD CAVALRY

HOUSES

Mounts which Villa Drove Off j

in Raid, Emaciated and Sad- -'

die Galled, Are Killed After.
Being Brought to Camp, j

I

EL PASO. March 17. Forty four j

limping, emaciated and saddle sore if.

horses were led into the base camp
t

of the army of occupation today,
swelling the list of Villa victims by'
that number. They were the beloved j

cavalry horses of the fighting Thir--i

teenth who were driven off by Villa in
the raid on Columbus. They were
found by the Mormon scouts of the'
advance column "somewhere in Mexi
co." I

Their plight was pitiful. From the I

well fed, carefully groomed pets of
the cavalry troopers, they were lame.
tired and spurred until their hides
were ripped in many places. They
were brought into camp, given a fare-

well feed of oats, petted by the troop-
ers, then led out to the "plains of
death," where so many Villa dead lie
unburied and were shot as a humane
act of their masters.
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URGES COAST SHIPYARD.

WASHINGTON. March 17.
Rear chief of
the of Operations,
the House Naval Committee,
that San Bay should
have a navy yard "adequate to
build as many battleships
might be for the Pa-

cific Coast." He said, a first
class plant there would be more

than one on Puget
Sound. He not favor the
$2,000,000 appropriation passed
by the senate yesterday lor im-

provements the Puget Sound
yard.
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CONGRESS"

HOURS

National Defense Legislation
Is Paramount Issue in
Both House Sen-
ate.

PRESIDENT URGES
HASTE WORK

Proponents Hope to Push Mil-
itary Measures Ahead of
Water Power Which Is
Now Pending in Senate.

j WASHINGTON. 17. Nation-ja- l

Defense legislation overshadowed
j every, legislative in both house
or Congress. The fact standing out
most sharply in the whole day of de.

and discussion was that one
was military pie--,

pareclness as a national it v.as- Meyer London, of New the only
jy' Socialist member.

i The completed more than
half of the set schedule of ten hours

on the increase
More than forty members expressed

views. A majority favored
the committee bill, the most
military considered in this

' in It may be late
next there will be a final
vote. The chairman. Chaiuber- -

lain, announced he would seek to have
the military commitfe'i ierfei ted
army bill taken up Monday. Tli

j power bill must be displaced
to do this. The Presidents appeal
for haste was thought would lead tb
power bill advocates to yield
a struggle.

The of organized opposition
to develop on the floor of the
led Representative chairman
the Committee, to abandon tie
night session provided under the

rules of bill.
In an Representative Ganlaer

of Massachusetts. Republican,
"It makes a like preparedness,

i but it is not a very noisy Ia
of his iJardner read a

j Secretary Baker, the new
of the War Department, ques-

tioning the accuracy which
Hay to show that a millioa,

hundred thousand would b
available for a national army if

bill was enacted.
the same methods of calcula-

tion, employed by he said "w
have available, without legigla-- t

l.l'SO.niiii men who some
military training." He presented

and to show the actual
of military ace who bad aay

.training was 473,000. The severity
this arraignment of the
bill astonished Secretary

said was no controversy be-

tween Hay and himseir. The var--;

are due to diHerent opinious
held of the case between th War

College and Adjutant General's
office.
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NEW CABINET PORTFOLIO

LAREDO. March 17 General Pahl
Gonzales, commanding the de fact
forces in City, has been named
minister of communication in the Car-

ranza cabinet, now in process of for-

mation. Carranza is still at Quaretarti
but expects lo leave for Uexico City
March 2.

MEXICO CITY. March 17 Plans MEXICAN STABS AMERICAN.
Pacific receipt1

sweeping

Mexico

BROWNSVILLE. March 17. John
" . Idation of the Interest debt were de--! Lighburn. an American, stabbed and

STUDENTS "STRIKE". I cided by the committee in charge of, probably fatally wounded in an suti--

AMES. Iowa. March 17. The ni-- ' raisins revenue. Other cities will be ' American outbreak at Point Isabel.
ilrace-in- Perevra with them, kii kitur neertng students nf the lows State f ailed upon to follow a similar plan.jTexas, thirty-fiv- e miles below hene on
and abusing him. As his body was College struck in honor of ftat-.Th- e rmoinoters hope to raise e'glU the rulf. He attempted to stop.
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