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POLITICAL POT-PIE
It seems to be in the political atmosphere that the

King county delegation to the next nominating Repub-
lican state convention will be divided equally between
Dr. J. J. Smith and Judge John E. Humphries for the

governorship. The politicians seem to favor such a

division and thereby avoid a big political scrap in the
primaries and in the next county convention. It is
claimed that neither the friends of Dr. Smith nor

Judge Humphries favor the next county convention
making any endorsement as to the United States sen-
atorial situation, and, if such proves true, it is further
claimed that S. H. Piles, who aspires to the United
States senate, will be forced into an alliance with Gov-
ernor Mcßride and the Times and thereby carry out
an agreement Avhich was entered into some months ago

by and between this trio, a full account of which was
piped off by the Pie-maker in the Seattle Republican
a few days before it was thoroughly ripe, and which
caused such a wild political sensation that for the time
being it was dropped.

• • •
The opponents of Frank Cushman in Pierce county,

so the Pie-maker has been informed, have agreed that
Cushman can have the solid delegation "for Cushman"
for congress, but not for trading purposes for Mc-
Bridism. In other words, the Foster-Railroad folk pro-

pose to name every member of the delegation to che
state convention from among their own crowd, but will
instruct them to vote for Cushman for congress cyily,
and under no circumstances permit Cushman to tnkde
any part of the delegation so as to redound to tin, in-

terest of Governor Mcßride. IfMr. Cushman wishes to

accept the delegation under such circumstances he can

have it without turning his hand over or spending a

\u25a0"adllar7"Butir'Kraoes not desire to do so he will be ac-
commodated with a first class fifht and thereby run the
risiToTioofnng Els home delegation and seriously jeop-
ardizing his renomination.

-• - \u25a0 • • • '

It is not generally believed that Frank Cushman will
agree to any such a political lineup, but will himself
go before the people, believing that he will be able to

at least name half of the delegates to the state con-

vention, which half will be for Mcßride for governor.

In other words, Cushman, it is further believed, will
never desert Governor Mcßride and will go down to

defeat rather than be domineered or dictated to

by those men, who have disputed every inch of suc-

cess he has attained by fierce factional fighting. Then

should he be defeated for the nomination for repre-

sentative to the lower house of congress he would at

once become Mcßride's candidate for United States
senator. As the Meßride candidate for senator Mr.
Cushman would go in the fight with at least twenty

votes outside of Pierce county, and should he be able

to get five out of the fifteen from Pierce he would be
twenty-five strong and would be either the first or a

close second in the senatorial contest. Then, again,

should the two King county aspirants decide to fight

each other to the death the outside supports of Wilsoa
—should they feel he could not be elected—might go

to the Pierce county delegation, and say, if you will
drop Foster and go to Cushman we will elect him. If
you refuse to do this a compromise eanditdate from
some other section will be brought out and you will
loose the senator. Pierce county would soon see the
necessity of not "loosing the senator," even if a man

that was not wholly agreeable to the gang had to be

elected, and would soon be braying in Cushman's band

wagon as though they were the original Cushmanites —
anything to keep Seattle from the senator.

• * •
Prom a recent dispatch from Washington City it is

learned that Congressman Cushman favors two con-
ventions, the first, which names the delegates to the
National Republican convention, to be held June 9th,

the next some time in the latter part of August, which
would assure a short campaign. The Pie-maker is of

the opinion that in this Cush is absolutely correct. As

he says, it would be the height of folly to hold but one
state convention, and it would be like unto beginning

at the top to build a house. The middle of August

will be plenty early to hold the nominating convention
and any effort on the part of any factional clique to

force the one convention idea through the state com-
mittee will be met by a storm of disapproval, and to

force it through would simply mean party ruination.
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HON. CHARLES J. SWEENY,

who aspires to be Republican National Committeeman

from this state.

From Spokane comes the report that Charley Hop-

kins has trotted out Charley Sweeney for national com-
niitteeman, and is pushing him with a vengeance. Swee-
ney does not suit the Spokane Ankeny men a little bit
and they are fighting him like grim death. Some one
or two of them have already gone on to Washington

to get Senator Ankeny to take up the fight against
Sweeney, and, it is said, that D. B. Crocker while at

the national capital almost persuaded the senator to

use his efforts to defeat Sweeney, and it is believed by

Sweeney's best friends that in case Ankeny takes up

the fight against him he will be defeated, but is is he

who laughs last that laughs best, and if Sweeney is

beaten for that honor he will at once become an An-
keny rival for the senatorship in 1909, and being a sa-

gacious politician, a shrewd financier, a thorough or-
ganizer, and, finally, having even more money to spend

in the fight than Ankeny, he would simply not leave
a grease spot of the man, who, in his opinion, was the
most responsible for his defeat for an honorary party

position. The men who are fighting Sweeney for na-

tional committeeman are the ones who are the strongest

advocates of the one convention idea.
• * #

The railroad politicians of this state have actually

lost two significant political municipal fights in this

state within the past four weeks and came dangerously

near loosng another. Bellingham Bay City was recent-

ly swept by the Meßride crowd and the anti-railroad
politicians of Everett defeated the Republican nominee

for mayor and the antis lacked but eight votes of de-
feating the Republican nominee for mayor of Olympia.

The Pie-maker has no sympathy for Mcßrideism, But
th«re is no denying the fact that Mcßrideism is twice

as strong today as it was six months ago, and unless

there is considerable patching up all along the line and

less intolerance shown, the Bcßrideites will be able to

either absolutely control the next state convention or

leave it in such a condition that the nominees thereof

would have no more show of carying the state than

would a lump of ice passing through hades. Somebody

somewhere down the line is issuing some very bad or-

ders, and unless they are countermanded and done so

immediately, the whole Republican forces of the state

will get balled up and in that helpless condition be

licked to a fare-you-well standstill at the polls in No-

vember.
• • •

The printing controversy between the Bulletin and

the Times, which promised to be a factor in the com-

ing municipal cafpaipi of this city, has been settled

amicably and all parties concerned are well satisfied

with the way it has ended. The city council awarded

the contract for the city printing to the Bulletin last

Wednesday and the following day the owners of the

HON. FRANCIS C. CUSHMAN,

* # #

PRICE FIVE CENTS

IN THE POLITICAL EYE

who may become a senatorial aspirant at the request
of Governor Henry Meßride if fought by the Foster-
Railroad folk of Pierce county.

Bulletin sold the paper to the Times for $8,000, and
the Fuller brothers are now "fuller" than they have
ever been before. Col. Blethen was determined tokeep

the Fullers from ever enjoying any of the printing
emoluments coming- trom WStTOS arid t aving been

beaten in all of the courts there was no other way out

of it but to buy the Bulletin. If the owners had re-

fused to sell he had made up his mind to go after the
paper and bankrupt it before it completed its contract

with the city. O. M. Moore, who has been at the head

of the Bureau of Information for the past few years,
will have charge of the new concern, and it will be
moved to the Times office and issued therefrom.

There seems to be no doubt but that Thomas Jeffer-
son Humes will be a candidate to succeed himself, as
his friends all down the line are working to that end.
No avowed candidate for the mayoralty nomination
among the Republicans .has come to the surface ex-

cept Hon. Ellis Morrison and the supporters of the
mayor declare he will not be in the fight for a minute
when pitted against the old Roman. Morrison claims
that HVimes promised him that he would not be a

candidate, but to this Humes' friends reply: "Humes
himself is not a candidate and will not ask a single
man to support him, but the people want him and if
he is tendered the nomination he will accept it and

yet betray no trust or go back on any promise that he
has made.

Without making any fuss about it the city of Bal-
lard is forging ahead with leaps and bounds. It has
clearly reached the 10,000 mark in population and is
entitled to become a city of the second class and have
free mail delivery. The Carnegie library building is
enclosed and makes a very imposing appearance. The
Business Men's Association has leased for a term of
years a very desirable tract of land for manufacturing

sites and will sub-let at a low rental to all who desire.
A large breakfast food plant is to be located there
which will consume four or five hundred bushels of
wheat per day. The Seattle Electric will soon extend
its car service by making long loops in both the north-
ern and northwestern parts of the city. These parts
have grown very rapidly during the past year and the
extensions are much needed. A vast amount of sewer
work and street improvements have been done during

the year just closing and much is still under way. A
majority of the new council who assume responsibility
the first of January are considered conservative busi-
ness men, and good results are expected from their
conduct of affairs. The lumber and shingle mills, and
other manufacturing plants are all running full time.
The pay roll is kept up, and the people are fullyready
to enjoy a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
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