
In the Public Eye.
The civilized world is watching day by

day the Harry Thaw trial as it proceeds
step by step through its horrifying details.

As Evlyn Thaw told the jury
Stanford

White
Moral

how she has been hounded
since a mere child by the
human monster Stanford
White, how she when only

thirteen had been druggjd and robbed of
her child virtue; how when she wanted to
marry a man who would protect her and be
her husband she had been followed by day
and by night by that immoral ghoul, and
finally, how her husband's life had been
threatened by White simply because he,
White, could no longer force this girl to
live the life of shame, no wonder both
spectators and jurors wept as she told
her sad and pitiful life story.

It was a terrible ordeal for a woman but 22
years of age to admit to the world and that
too on the witness stand in a great criminal
case where the sensational newspaper man
with hungry pencil remorselessly waited
to send broadcast the world over her
every word and sentence; that she was
guilty of living a life with a man quite
old enough to be her father and then some
as that she related to the juryshe had been
guilty of at the solicitation and threats of
Stanford White, who found far more pleas-

ure in seducing young and innocent girls
than he did in successfully planning the
most magnificent sky-scraper that ever
towered toward High Heaven in Greater
New York. Such shocking details would
move any man to tears especially if he too
had a girl, who under similar circumstances
might meet a like fate. That a human be-
ing can become so morally depraved is an
undeniable fact because the lifeof Stanford
White proves it, but let us hope the num-
ber is few and quite far apart. Whenever
such degeneracy does exhibit itself in a
man then it is perfectly natural that some-
one do as did Harry Thaw— shoot its life
out, and the jury that will convict for such
will have to be made up of men of the im-
moral stripe of Stanford White instead of
twelve men good and true who recognize

the need of virtue in the human family.

Regardless of the fact that there is no
law on the statute books of this state bear-
ing directly on "common law marriage,"

Common
Law

Marriages

that is to say, when a man
lives with a woman and in-
troduces her to his friends
and acquaintances as his wife
and yet she is not legally his

wife, still the Supreme Court of our state
has recently handed down a decision to the
effect that common law marriages even in
the absence of statutes on the subject,

must be recognized. It has been repeatedly

claimed by attorneys in this state that the
woman living with a man as his common
law wife could not recover any of his prop-

erty after his death. Had the court held
with the concensus of opinion amonr the
attorneys at the bar of the state it would
have done a great injustice to a whole
army of women, who are foolish enough to
live with a man, hoping sooner or later to
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induce such scoundrels to marry them.
Hundreds of such cases alone could be cited
from Seattle and thousands throughout the
state. If a woman lives and toils with a
man and the two accumulate valuable
property and children be born from the
cohabitation it is eminently unjust to de-
clare such woman not entitled to her half
of the accumulations, the other half, too
after the man is dead. The woman is en-
titled to her half for the labor she has ac-
tually performed and she is entitled to the
other half for the care and maintenance of
the children. In making the ruling along
the lines that it did the Supreme Court has
done a most humane act. The most of the
states of the Union recognize the legality
of the common law marriage and there is
no reason why the state of Washington
should not follow in their wake.

John D. Rockefeller has made no public
declaration that he will never die rich like
Andrew Carnegie, who has made such a

Giving
His

Money Away

declaration, and begun a
wholesale giving away of
his accumulations, but John
is getting there just the
same. A few days ago he

gave the General Educational Board of the
United States the equal of $32,000,000.
Previously he had given the board some
$11,000,000, which brings the total up to
$43,000,000. If to this sum the amounts
he has from time to time given to other
educational and eleemosynary institutions
it wouM be seen that Rockefeller has made
almost as big a stagger at giving his for-
tune away and dying poor as has Carnegie.

This giving away of the accumulations
of a lifetime in old age is a latter day fad
and it is being done quite extensively by
even those who have not nearly so much to
give away as the men herein mentioned.
Here is a case for the moralist, the relig-
ionist and the anti-tainted moneyist to
preach us a sermon. There is no doubt but
that both Carnegie and Rockefeller as well
as hundreds of others, who have amassed
large fortunes from commercial combines,

have gotten their money by questionable
means; that is by bribing someone in gov-
ernment authority to either pass special
laws for their favor or so warp the enforce-
ment of the existing laws as to permit
them to make money at the expense of the
general public, which is no better than the
methods pursued by the highwaymen or
the porch climber. The question naturally
arises does this wholesale giving away the
accumulations, which were illegally ob-
tained, atone for the sin of getting them?
And should they be accepted by churches
and schools?

A priest from King Meneliek's govern-

ment declared in a public lecture at India-
napolis, Indiana, last Sunday evening ' 'that

Americans
Steal

Chickens

if the Negro of the United
States were given to chicken
stealing and other forms of
petty thieving it was due to
the teachings the Negro had

received in America and by no means a na-
tive inheritance. The black folk in my
country are scrupulously honest and if one
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is ever detected stealing he or she is so se-
verely punished that they never again at-
tempt such an infraction of the moral law."

That there is more truth than poetry in
the above statement, the man or woman of
this country who has given the subject a
second's consi deration is willing to admit.
No one will deny that the black man
of the South is something of a petty pil-
ferer and for ages has had the weakness of
swiping a convenient chicken and oft times
even when it was not convenient, but there
is a cause for it. During his years of bon-
dage he was driven from dawn until dark
and fed on sow belly and corn bread, the
bread being hurriedly stirred together after
he got home. The women were driven
just as hard and long as the men, hence
could make no extra preparations for their
families. A piece of fresh meat was never
issued to them; sugar, tea and coffee they
only heard of. With none of those nour-
ishments and possessing the same kind of
nature as the white man it was perfectly
natural that they forage for something

fresh and nothing more natural than to
seek the master's hen roost. Even our
Union soldiers during 1 the great civil war
did the selfsame thin?. In the North,
however, the black man is no more given

to chicken stealing than the white man.
Tne records of the courts of this city will
show fewer cases of black men stealing
chickens than white men, and that too in
proportion to their numbers. There seems
to be little or no difference in the human
family whether clothed in a white or a
black skin or whether from this or any

other country.

Last Tuesday the nation did honor to

the memory of the Sainted Lincoln, who
was struck down while yet in the prime of

Bless
His

Memory

life and in the heighth of
his glory for he had just
successfully terminated a
heartless war of brother
against brother and reunited

a divided republic. That Lincoln was an
instrument in the hands of the Great Cre-
ator sent to perform the work he did per-
form seems an absolute certainty. He did
his work well and for that reason even
those rebels, who sought to overthrow the
government and perpetuate the institution
of slavery in the United States, now sing

praises to his memory. There seems to be
always plenty of persons quite able to fill
the place of any leader who may be called
to the great beyomd; but Lincoln, more di-
vine than human, had a place that no one
seems to have yet risen to the emergency

to fill or to take up the work of making
citizens of the emancipated Negroes, where
he laid it down when the assassin's bullet
sent him to the God who gave him. The
present condition of affairs so far as the
black man in this country is concerned is
most lamentable and would to God another
Abraham Lincoln would rise up and bring
peace and harmony out of the existing
racial chaos. The white man is in as much
need of such a pacifier as the black man
for if the present strained relations be-
tween the two is permitted to continue it
will only be a matter of time before the


