
In the Public Eye.
It seems almost preposterous that Repub-

licans would take up the mouthings of the

Seattle Times and try to make political cap-

ital out of it, and yet that is just what those

Republicans in the senate did when they

voted to investigate Land Commissioner
Ross for alleged malfeasance in office.

which has from time to time been advocated
by the Evening Swillbarrel. This paper is
no devotee of Mr. Ross, as it in the past
has never supported his political ambitions
prior to conventions, and but gave him the
same support in the general election when he
was nominated that the other nominees on

the ticket received. He has in no wise
showed this paper any special favors since
he has been in office, and therefore it can not

be said that The Seattle Republican is sup-

porting Mr. Ross because it had been the
recipient of innumerable favors at his hands
since he has been in office. The Times has

from time to time published the same kind
of falsehood rot about Ross that it has about
Judge Frater, City Engineer Thomson anj

other persons whom it had proscribed for
editorial vengeance. The paper is now floun-

dering about in the political sea like a ship

without sail of rudder in mid-ocean, having

been defeated in everything which it has

advocated. It held Senator Piles between
itself and the fire until it has about succeed-
ed 'in burning up all the influence Senator
Piles had in the state, and seeing itself de-
feated at every point, it has assumed the at-

titude of an old sore-head bear that has lost
all of its teeth and gums at everything that
comes its way. It is therefore repeated that
those Republicans who have followed in the
wake of the Times hoping to put some other
Republican in an unfavorable light before
the general public had devilish little to do,

and unless they are very careful they will
find that they have sown to the wind and
will reap a whirlwind.

The Ross investigation has proven a boom-
erang of the worst type, and the Pie-maker
is inclined to believe that Senator Knicker-
bocker himself is thoroughly ashamed of
having fathered the matter. If the investi-
gation has brought out anything at all it
is that the land commissioners who preeeeded
Mr. Ross, and not Ross, should be inves-
tigated, but so far as the members of the
legislature are concerned they might investi-
gate for the next twelve months and would
know no more at the end of the investiga-

tion than they now know. To investigate the
land commissioner's office or any other office
it requires the work of experts.

Seattle's Sunday Closing.
Sunday closing has finally reached Seattle

and last Sunday the saloons of the city were

closed tight all day, and it is said many a
poor fellow was so thirsty Monday morning

that his thirst was almost unquenchable. The

usual howl on the part of the whiskey men
went up when the order was issued to put
the lid on, on the grounds that their rights

were being trampled upon, and that they

were not getting a square deal. Whether
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such a closing edict conies from Mayor Moore
or mayor any one else it's no more an im-

position on the saloon keepers to close their
places of iniquity on Sunday than for the

grocery man, the coal or wood man, or other
places that furnish the general public with
necessities of life to close their doors on
Sunday. Seventy-five per cent of the saloons
of the city are nothing more or less than

brothels and resorts of vice and iniquity, and
the other twenty-five per cent have nothing

to offer to the general public that's elevating

to either the body or the soul. This is neither
an arraignment of the saloon business nor

a boost for either temperance or local option,

but it is a stand that saloon men should have

no more rights in the community than any

other class of business men. That men and
women congregate in saloons, where they

revel to a greater degree on Sundays than

any other day, the saloon men themselves
cannot deny, and that being a fact, the saloon
in the community is always the evil, and
permitted to run by suffrance only. If per-

mitted to run by suffranee, then the com-
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munity should have the say as to its run-

ning regulation. Mayor Moore is simply en-

forcing the laws of this state in having the
saloons closed on Sunday, and if more may-

ors would live up to the letter of the law,

whether it met their approbation or not, there
would be less law breaking- all over the land
of the drunkard and home of the boozer.

Yellow journalism has become so brazen
that Congress would not act amiss if it
passed a lave giving the president of the
United States the power to regulate such
newspapers as are sent through the mails.
When the slush pregnant with crime and re-

volting vices of a Thaw trial is being sent out

to the reading world by a Mollineux who him-
self is able to write sensational and blood
curdling stories at this time, owing to a

flagrant miscarriage of justice, or that is

the prevailing opinion, then it is high time
for your Uncle Sam to place a censorship over
f}lf» yellow iournalist. To prevent the spread
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