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WEEK'S CURRENT COMMENT

Sitting in annual session this week in the city of
Seattle is the American Bar Association, which, on the
whole, is one of the most notable gatherings of men

American Bar
Association
Assembles.

that has assembled during the pres-
year, hardly excepting the United
States senate. It is safe to say that
the lawyers come nearer holding the
destinies of the country in the hollow

of their hands than any other class or profession of
men. While Congress makes the laws and the Presi-
dent executes them, yet it remains for the judiciary
and the attorneys to determine the validity as well as

the applicability of the laws, and laws passed by Con-
gress and signed by the President may be as completely
nullified by the attorneys and the courts as if they had
never been passed. Then again the attorneys go a

step further in shaping the destinies of the nation, as
a great majority of the citizens of this country entrust

their business almost in its entirety into the hands of
some trusted attorney, and, be it said to their credit, it
is the rarest instance where the client's confidence is
abused by the attorney. The attorney is sometimes
mean enough to take a nasty advantage of the other
fellow's client, but it rarely ever happens that he will
take the advantage of his own. It is a fact that the
average citizen of this country, however intelligent he
may be in a general way, always seeks the advice of
his trusted attorney on all questions of law, right and
justice in his dealings with his fellow man, and Vhat-
ever that advice may be he generally follows it to the
letter. Lawyers are too frequently paid by rich clients
to give advice and lay plans to rob the other fellow,

and sometimes even the government itself, but what-
ever is done the client is following the instructions of
his attorney. You call your physician in to cure and
not to prevent, but your attorney you call in to prevent
and likewise cure. It is therefore repeated that the
position of the American attorney to the citizens in
general is more vital than that of any other profession
or trade, which justifies the allegation set out that the
American Bar Association, which is in session this week,
represents a class of men that unqualifiedly direct the
destinies of our entire country.

"Don't tell your boy he can become President of the
United States. Don't tell your boy he can be a million-
aire. In foreign countries boys are expected to follow

Teach Your Boy
To Be a Man.

their fathers and are expected to
stay in the class where they begin.
Here they are encouraged to move
out of their .class and do a more

intellectual kind of work than their fathers." So writes
Andrew S. Draper, state commissioner of education for
New York. Your boy can be President if his fellow
men will only elect him. You boy can be a millionaire
if he will but judiciously invest his earnings, and in
this land of opportunities he has more than an cveij

break to do so. Why expect or want your boy to do the
same kind of work as you have done? Perhaps he has
no inclinations to do so and worse still may be both
mentally and physically unable to do so. And so, you
would have him make an absolute failure in life rather
than to leave the path trod by yourself. Let the father
teach his boy that he can lie anything in the United
States so long as he lives an upright, honorable life,
treating all men as he would like to be treated. Teach
him there is nothing too good for the man of this
stripe. He may not get to be President of the United
States, but if the opportunity presented itself he could
be President. Study your boy and watch his leanings
in his early childhood and try to push him out in that
line of business or profession that he seems the most in-
clined to do. In families the father will observe in one
boy a desire to pull completely away from the busi-
ness in which he is engaged; it would be a mistake to

force that boy to follow in your footsteps. Anothec
son may show signs of taking up his father's business;

in this he should be encouraged. The principal requi-
sites in the making of a man out of your boy is to give

him a character, then an education, and lastly that kind
of business training that he seems by nature most fitted
and you always start him out correctly. It would bo
no mistake, however, to teach every boy some kind of

a trade, even if he never follows it a day after he has

perfected himself in it, as it will be of service to him

in a business way. Assist your boy to hitch his ambi-
tions to a star and with the aid of the character and
education you will have given him he can not help from
being a grand good man.

A Russian Jew inspired and even headed the riotous
mob that caused so much consternation to prevail at

Springfield, Illinois, a few days ago, to suppress which

The Russian Jew
and the
Springfield Riot.

it required 10,000 soldiers with

bayonets fixed and with orders to

shoot and shoot to kill unless the
mob relented from its deadly work.
A Russian Jew, who, perhaps, had

himself fled from the Russian Empire to escape sudden
death, which would have been wreaked upon him had
the Russian overtaken him. Think of it! Comes to this
land of the free and home of the brave and finding

here a people similarly looked upon as he was in Russia
at once joins hands with the dominant people and man-

ages to head a mob to strike terror into the hearts of
the downtrodden people in America just as it had been
done in his heart in his native land. How soon man
forgets from whence he himself came. If there be any

people in the whole wide world that should stand for
the rights of all men regardless of race, color or any

condition it ought to be the Russian Jew. The civilized
world has had to repeatedly appeal to the Russian
government for mercy for the Jews in that empire and
the United States has thrown open her gates and doors
as an asylum for them and thousands and even millions!
have taken advantage of the kindness and have left
their homes and came thither and settled and for the
most part made acceptable citizens, but after years of
freedom some of them seem to quite forget their prev-

ious conditions and are just as ready and willing to

head a mob to murder and burn another illfated people

as the Russians were to administer similar vengeance
on them. Down in New York a few years ago the Jews,

it is said, were first and foremost in the anti-Negro

riots in that city and now it transpires that one of their
number headed the riots at Springfield and that may

mean that hundreds of Russian Jews were to be found
in the thickest of the fire and fight slaying a helpless
people. They knew well how to do the work as they

themselves had gone through with it at the hands of

the Russians. What manner of man is this?

That it is a mistake to encourage young men to leave

the farm and seek employment in the city, even though
they in their more mature years return to the farm and

Leaving Country
For the City.

improve the same, is the conclusion
\u25a0of every person who has watched
the careers of young men who have
given up the farm for the glare and

glitter of the city. The country boy who goes to the
city is at once plunged into the dazzling and dangerous
whirl of city life and he is less likely to land right side
up with care than the city boy who has grown up
amidst such a whirl. Perhaps the young man from the
country will be able to resist the temptations of the
city life and perfect himself in some business, trade or
profession and thereby write his name on the wall of
fame—some have done so—but it's safe to say it has
been the exception and by no means the rule. The
cities and towns of the United States are being settled
up at the expense of the country and one of the dis-
tressing results of it is misery and want eternally
hounding a majority of homes in every city in this
country, and the charity organizations are compelled to
be just as active as the industrial organizations. The
man in the country with a ten acre farm and that in a
high state of cultivation has more on which to rear a
family than the man in the city with a house and lot
and a position that pays him twenty-five dollars per
week. Some young men find artisan jobs in the city,
but the great majority do not and hence they grow to

manhood with no fixed purpose, not having either ;i

trade or a profession to fall back on when they get a
family. Such men are what has been termed "Jacks
of all trades and good at none," handy men, but by no
means necessary men. These men are wholly unfit for
country life, in fact, they themselves have no taste to

live in the country and under such circumstances they
simply pass through life as drones, whereas if they had
been encouraged to stick to the farm they would have
grown up useful men to the community and been pro-
ducers instead of consumers. Of course there is great

room for improvement in the country life, which it is
hoped will soon be done, but even as it now is it is much

better for the boy for the most part to remain on the

farm.

If you have not yet learned the golden rule it would
be well for you to do so as it would help you very
materially along your life journey. The thought that

Only Fools Fight,

Wise Men Counsel.

has prompted this short lecture is
found in the following excerpt:

"A feeling that we will not

allow anybody to talk impudently

to us without talking back in the same vein is respons-

ible for much of the bitter enmity in the world. If a
competitor does something to you which he should not
do, go and have a talk with him, but do not enter with
your hair bristling and your spurs on. Ask him if it is
true. If he is defiant, ask him if he doesn't think it
would be fairer and better for both yourself and him to
change. It does not hurt your dignity nor lower your
independence one jot, and it gives both of you a chance
for readjustment."

Only fools fight and contend over differences. If you
have troubles with some one talk it over and ifyou can
settle it amicably, If you can not then take it either to
others or to the courts for adjustment. Knocking the
other fellow down neither makes you feel any better nor
convinces him that he is wrong, whereas well chosen
words may. In life if you find you cannot be agreeable
with those with whom you are thrown in contact then
do not associate with them. The world is large enough
for both of you and is not interested in the slightest
whether you speak to each other or not. It often hap-
pens that after carefully considering the questions at
issue you will find yourself just as far wrong as you
thought the other fellow. In life learn to give and take
and if necessary take yourself away from the other fel-
low if you can not agree.

The good roads agitation, which has gone the rounds
of every state in the Union and has likewise Oven in-
vaded the halls of Congress, is no longer in the agita-

Good Roads in
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tion stage at least in some places as

may be seen from the following ex-

cerpt :

"The people of the county in which
is situated the city of Los Angeles. Cal.. have had under
consideration for some time a plan for bonding the
county for good road building, and as a result the

county has decided by a two-thirds vote on a bond issue
of *3,500,000 to build a system of over 300 miles of
modern roads which are to be as good as science can
make them."

If the various counties could by some means elect
county commissioners that would look more to the build-
ing up of good roads than of politics I machines, it would
only be a matter of a very short time before the country
by and Large would be the proud possessor of good roads
and whether such did or did not stimulate trade would
be nothing in comparison to the convenience the gen-

eral public would gain thereby and both the persons
livingin the country as well as those in the cities would
be benefited. More persons living in the cities would
seek nearby country homes and there would lie more
improvement in the farm lands and more solid comfori
gotten out of life. The crying need df the present age,
at least in the United States, is better roads, not exactly
better roads, for there are at present practically no
roads in this country, and therefore, the cry is for good
roads and since it would lie just as easy to build a good
road as a makeshift for a road the former should lie
done. If the United Stutes government could be inter-
ested in the building of a great highway reaching from
ocean to ocean and likewise one reaching from the lakes
to the gulf, they would prove far more beneficial than
the expending of the same amount of money in war
preparations. In case of war. however, such roads
woidd prove a great war benefit as they could be used
by the troops just as successfully as the railroads.
There, however, are no prospects of war. but there are
prospects of good times for the people if good roads are
built and it is hoped other communities will follow in
the wake of Los Angeles and vote bonds for good roads.


