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The school teachers of the state are to

make another effort to have the legislature
pension superanuated teachers. We know
of nothing more inconsistent than this move

on the part of the educators of the state.

If the teachers are to be pensioned then
the editors and publishers, the preachers,
the farmers and even the professional poli-
tician should likewise be pensioned. We be-
lieve we can say, and say without success-
ful contradiction, that the publishers of
wholesome country weekly papers do more

toward training the minds of its readers for
good citizenship than do the school teach-
ers and the preachers combined and if we
are correct, it should be the editors instead
of the school teachers that should be pen-
sioned. The hope to enact such a pension
law is another move to filch the exchequers
of the state without giving value received.
The school teachers of the state are already
liberally paid for their services and from
some of the the boys and girls they send
out as graduated we sometimes think, too

well paid for the services they render.

Seattle's Thanksgiving was in every re-
spect an ideal one and it was a grand out-
pouring of young America. The most re-

markable gathering of the day was the
union meeting of the Methodist, Presby-
terian, Congregational and Baptist churches
at which Dr. M. A. Matthews preached.
The man, woman or child that heard him
and did not go away feeling the better
by a thousand times over for having heard
him and also that he is a son of the United
States, hath a soul in him so dead that it
is impossible for him to say this is my
own, my native land. There may have been
a time when Dr. Matthews was only a

southerner, but he is now a broad gauged,
liberal minded patriotic American citizen.
Long may our land be bright with freedom's
holy light.

Mrs. Patterson of Denver who was
charged with killing her husband was ac-
quitted despite the fact she did not deny
the killing, she is young and beautiful and
it is next to impossible to convict a woman
for the killing of a man "who ought to be
dead."

The Seattle Republican wants your legal
publications. Main 305.

C UH'REJV&
The following as to the thirst habit in

Europe has been compiled by an expert
statistician:

"The Dane drinks annually 104 quarts of
beer, little or no wine, and 24 quarts of
brandy; the Swede absorbs 56 quarts of beer
and 9 quarts of alcohol, while the Nor-
wegian, on whom sobriety is imposed by
very severe laws, is content with 31 quarts
of beer and 3 quarts of brandy. The Russian
requires only 5 quarts of beer and 5 of
brandy (vodka) ; the Frenchman must have
32 quarts of beer, 108 of wine, and 10 of
brandy. The Englishman consumes 6
quarts of gin, or whisky, little wine (scarce-
ly 2 quarts), and 152 quarts of beer, ale, or
stout; the Dutchman, 38 quarts of beer and
Bya of brandy; the Belgian 221 quarts of
beer and 9 quarts of alcohol. The Austrian
absorbs 16 quarts of wine, 80 quarts of beer,
and nearly Hl/> of brandy; the Hungarian,

the same quantity of brandy and wine, but
only 11 quarts of beer. The Italian drinks
little beer (scarcely 2 quarts), 98 quarts of
wine, and 1.3 quarts of brandy; he is the
least alcoholic of Europeans.

"As for the German, he has the right,
from his astonishing capacity, ot a promi-
nent place in these statistics. It is hardly
possible, in his case, to confine oneself to

averages. To pass over the extent of the
Empire, including the grand duchy of Lux-
emburg, the consumption per head amounts
to 7 quarts of wine, 6 1/2 of brandy, and 125
quarts of beer. But the Alsatian and the
North German drink 98 quarts of beer, while
the Badener drinks 158, the Wurttemberger
16(), and the Bavarian 240. As for the
dwellers in the great cities, some of them
are veritable bottomless pits; at Berlin 200
quarts of beer are drunk by each inhabitant
annually; at Nuremberg 325 quarts, at

Frankfort 432, and at Munich 570. When
we realize that there are in Munich, as else-
where, children, women, old persons, youth,
and perhaps even, among the adults, some
drinkers of average thirst, we may ask our-

selves with some trepidation what is the
daily flow of the river of beer, rolling its
tumultuous waves down the esophagus of
a loyal disciple of Gambrinus.

"Evidently it is proper to ask what is the
true significance of the table thus prepared
by the Strassburger Post. As a matter of
fact, the meaning is somewhat vague. The
averages given by the German journal have
been obtained by dividing by the number of
inhabitants of each country the figures rep-
resenting for that country the annual total
consumption of the different fernientaed or
alcoholic drinks. We can not, by this very
simple method, be led to any except the most
general results. To say, for instance, that,
on the average, a subject of the Czar drinks
only 5 quarts of vodka per year is not to
take into account sufficiently the fact that

COMMEMT
80 per cent, at least of our allies are temper-
ate because of age, sex or poverty. In these
conditions the territorial extent of a country
is a factor that intervenes to falsify most
provokingly the results obtained by calcula-
tion. We should not accept the above fig-
ures, therefore, too seriously."'—Translation
made for The Literary Digest.

At a banquet of the Knights of Columbus
in Peoria, 111., a few weeks ago, where Presi-
dent Taft was the guest of honor, Stickland
W. Gililan, the well known cartoonist, foimd
himself on the program for a response to the
toast. "Me and the President." Gililatr is

finite a young man, and on arising to his feet,
was considerably embarrassed, but quickly
managed to gain his possession and made the
humorous hit of the evening. Mr. Gililan
said in part:

Perhaps I am expected to cover not only
the two mentioned parts of my subject, but
also what lies between. That space is wide.
I've never been much closer to a President
than I have been to the Presidency. And
heaven only knows how far that has been.
Yet sometimes I have grown so utterly
weary of being right all the time that I've
felt like turning to the Presidency for relief.
And I am told, Mr. Taft, that as a form of
relief the Presidency is a false alarm, and
very temporary.

"ME AND THE PRESIDENT."

"Itwas a disappointed office-seeker, speak-
ing bitterly, after the returns and himself
were all in, who said, in a sour grapes tone

of voice, that he would rather be right than
be President. Doubtless the great com-

promiser, finding the voters had changed his
name from Clay to Mud—had treated him as
if he were a reciprocity treaty and they were
Canucks —perhaps he was peeved at finding
a question he could not compromise. Yet if
we look carefully over the list of those who
have been President, short as that roster is,

it is about four times as long as the list of
those who have been right. Most of us
have had to struggle along through life with
no hope of being either right or President.
But we have with us tonight one who had
his choice, and look what he picked out!

"However, after being in the genial pres-
ence for a short time, my opinion of the
President, like the tariff in his administra-
tion, has been revised upward. And I hope
there may be a chance for reciprocity in this,
at least.

"I am glad to be here, and to note that
though we have succeeded in leaving the
days of Columbus far behind us, the Knights
have kept pace nobly. I want to congratu-
late them on their selection of speakers to-
night. Who can imagine a wider variety
than a President of the United States, an
archbishop, a congressman and me? These
represent every known form of piety and
depravity.


