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Solving the Farmers 9 Problem
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I read with interest your recent article
about some of the things our farmers are
up against in the battle of life. True, they

are pictured by some as being the most
fortunate people on earth these times, be-
cause of the high prices preveailing for their
abundant crops. And yet, when we reflect
upon the enormously high cost of living,
and the fact that the average farmer does
not receive anything like the full value of
his products, it must be adimtted that he is
still very much at a disadvantage.

The King of England is supposed to set
the fashions in our clothing. When he goes

into executive session with his tailors for
the purpose of designing a new style of
necktie, '' don 't-cher-know," and when this
important matter of state is finally decid-
ed by imperial decree (about the only thing

he can decide without the consent of par-
liament), and when his majesty goes out
upon Piccadilly clad in one of the newly

fashioned ties, straightway it becomes all
the rage on both sides of the ocean. The
price of wheat is supposed to be fixed in
Liverpool, though why, nobody knows; yet

it is so. The fact that the market columns
are dated at Chicago, or Buffalo, or New
York, affords no solution of the question,
for it has long been understood that there
is a power "higher up," an inner circle as

it were, where the price of wheat is fixed.
Tracing the mystery to its lair has brought
to light the fact that the price of wheat
throughout these United States is irrevoca-
bly fixed in the city of Liverpool, England.
Why should England, a country that pro-

duces less wheat than does our state of
Kansas, only a little more than does South
Dakota, and less than half as much as does
Minnesota, a country that stands among the
smallest wheat producing countries of the
world, fix the price of wheat for the farm-
ers in the largest wheat producing country

in the world? Why? Let us admit that
there is about as much reason for it as

there is for "His Lordship's" "fawncy"
determining the size, shape or color of our
neckwear. If it be that England has so

long ruled the world of commerce that she
now assumes it as a divine right, the ques-

tion still remains, who permits her to do
so? But when we come to look farther
into the affairs of our farmer, we find that
upon nothing that he produces or raises
upon earth does he fix the price; and he
pays somebody else's price for everything
he has to buy. When manufacturers pro-

duce a certain article they either sepa-

rately or collectively figure up the cost of
the raw material, the cost of production,
and a reasonable profit for themselves, and
fix a selling price based upon such calcu-
lations. At least this is true of everybody
except Uncle Rockefeller and such as he,
who hold a monopoly on some article of
commerce and in such cases the price is
fixed anywhere up to the full amount the
"traffic will bear." In any event, the
manufacturers knows where he stands. He

knows the cost of his product, and whether
he gains or loses by the price fixed; and he
knows, too, that nobody ignorant of the
cost is going to fix the price on the prod-
ucts of his factory. But when it comes to

the farmer, it is all different. When he
goes to market with a basket of eggs or a

load of potatoes or other vegetables, he
does not know how much he will get for
them until he has first inquired of the
buyer. The latter invariably fixes the price.
The farmer has no voice in fixing the price
'of hay, wool, poultry, fruit, beef, or any-
thing else he produces. He is compelled
to accept the "market price" fixed by some-

body he does not know. Moreover, the price
so fixed may bear no relation whatever to

the cost of production of the article sold.
On the other hand, when he goes into the
market as a buyer, he finds that the seller
and not the buyer fixes the price. The gro-

cer who names the sum he must pay for
sugar, flour, coffee, or any other article he
must buy, is the same man who names the
price he will pay for butter and eggs. Of
course the grocer has to pay wholesale
prices for his wares, fixed by someone higher
up; but he knows what his goods cost, and
what his running expenses amount to, and
he can figure out the prices he must sell
for in order to make a profit; and he fixes
his selling prices accordingly. This argues
an inequality in conditions that ought not to

exist. Again, if the farmer disposes of his
products to a commission merchant or other
middle-man, too often he finds that by the
time he gets returns there are warehouse
charges, "shrinkages," false returns of re-

ceipts, or what-not, that result in absorb-
ing the greater part of the value of the
thing shipped. It has not been an uncom-
mon experience for apple-raisers on Puget

Sound, shipping their crops east through
so-called "commission houses," to realize
ultitamely 60 cents a box for their finest
varieties, when the New York consumer has
had to pay $4 and $6 a box for the self-
same article. Of course it may be argued
that the farmers themselves are not, as a

rule, good business men. Be this as it may,

it is nevertheless a fact that the statesman

who can devise a way whereby the farmer,
victim of circumstances, will hereafter get

a "square deal," will have performed a
mighty service for the tillers of the soil.
Partial remedies have been devised for exist-
ing evils, by providing public market places
in our cities, where the farmer, can bring

his products to be disposed of direct to pur-

chasers who are consumers, and at reason-
able cost for handling. But something more

than this is needed. The farmer needs to

be brought in direct touch with the distant
consumer, so that he may enter the larger
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markets and depend upon receiving the full
price paid by the ultimate consumer, less
legitimate costs and expenses of making the
transfer. This m ay be accomplished through
a system of co-operation upon a large scale,
something like that in which union laborers
secure the largest wages obtainable for
their labor; but the details must yet be
worked out.

Coincident with the reopening of the pub-
lic schools Canada reports a good whaling
season. —Wall Street Journal.

The rebels in Mexico have again taken
flight, adding still more to the moving-
picture man's burdens. —Washington Post.

It took a Boston woman to explain that
a suffragist has a wish-borne, while a suf-
fragette has a backbone.—Boston Herald.

There is only one type of politician more

objectionable than a standpatter, and that is
a side-stepper.—Philadelphia North Ameri-

Mr. Roosevelt may "view with alarm,"
or "point with pride," but he is never
"speechless with astonishment." — Wall
Street Journal.

A man who positively predicted Taft's
election over in New York was committed
to Bellevue yesterday for observation, al-
though the judge was rather inclined to
pack him off to the asylum at once.—New-
ark News.

The people are so ready to misrepresent
Roosevelt. He got, he says, most of the
best of his policies from Lincoln. Many
thought he meant President Lincoln, when
all the while he was just referring to Lin-
coln, Neb.—Southern Lumberman (Nash-
ville).
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