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BIG SNAKES IN BRAZIL.

Anacondas Yorty Feet Long Which
Can't e Kept nt a Distance.
Whatover the possible dimensions of
the India and Afrlenn boas, there ean
be no doubt, says the London Bpecta-
tor, that the nnaconda of Brazll grows
to a slze which wounld make this spe-
cles as much the scourge of the Bra-
ellian forest and of the waterwny of
the Amnzons ns the shark Is of tropl
cal harbors were Its ferocity equal
to Ita strength and astonishing power
of speed, whether on land or In water,
It could kill and probably devour every
ereature, including man, which Is found
in the Amazon deltn. The late Mr.
Bates, In the eloven yoars apent In the
Brazilian foreats, snw and heard more
of the habits of the anaconda than
most trayelers, though, like other great
serpents, the Individuals of this spe-
cles are so little common that thelr
Appearance in any one district Is too |
Infrequent to make a spocial study of |
their habits part of the day's work of |
a busy naturalist, Bates' first person- |
al experience of the creature shows
how Impossible it Is to avold the
python by the ordinary menans of lsola- |
tlon sufficlent to keep other dangerous |
creatures at n distance. He wns at |
anchor in a large boat, In deep water, |
In the port of Antonlo Malaguelta. An |
anaconda swam out to the boat, lifted
its head from the water, broke In the
slde of a fowl house on deck, and enr-
ried off a couple of fowl. It was found
that this snake had been stealing ducks
and fowls ‘'rom this part of the river for
months, so n hunt waas organized, miles
of river bank were searched, nnd the
serpent at lnst found sunning lwself In
a muddy ereek and killed, It was “not
a large specimen, only 18 foot O Inchen
long.” But Mr, Bates measured sking
of nnacondns which were 21 feot In
Jength and two feot In girth, and he
adds, “there ean be no doubt that this
formlidnble serpent grows to an enors
mons bulk, and lives to a great nge, for
I have heard of specimens having been |
killed which measured 42 feet in length |
or double the slze of the Inrgest which |
I had the opportunity of cxamining.” |
We must ndd a correction here. They
were double the length; but the size
of theso great reptiles, like that of fish, '
Increases cnormously with every ad |
dition In longltudinal growth, A rnake
20 feet In length would be probably |
four times the welght of one 10 feet
long, and tho bulk of a 4-foot anaconda
would approach that of the largest
crocoulle.
“The Naturalist's Voyage on the Ama-
zsons" an anaconda of 20 feet has been
brought to the Natural History Muse-
um at Bouth Keunsington. A neighbor
of Bates, In Brazil, nenrly lost his 10-
yedr-old son by the attnck of an ana-

' onlds,

Rince the publication of |

conda, He bad left the boy in Lls boat

AN ALAMO HERO.

Col. Bowle, After Whom the Bowle
JKnife Was Named,
It Is a safe wagor that nine out of

every eloven boys who are proficlent |

in the use of a1 bowle knife have not the
slightest idea where the Instrument got
its name,

Col. Bowle, of Texas fame, gave the
knife its title,

And when one writes of the Texas
hero, one must needs think of the battle
of Alamo, that herole fight of which our
Ameriean boys and girls seem to think
#o lttle, and half of them know nothing
whatever,

They read how the brave soldlers
fought nnd held the pass of Thermopy-
Ine, but they seldom think of how n
mere handful of men defended the Aln-
mo tission. How they dropped fight-
Ing on thelr knees nnd then died fae-
Ing the foe.

If you shonld go to the historieal elty
of Ban Antonlo, In Texas, you will see
tho old mission bullding standing with
battered, bullet-plerced walls, & mona-
ment to the 172 heroes of 96, Behind
these walls the most lmportant ba‘tle
In the war between Mexico and Texas
wns fought. 'That was when Santa
Anna was Presldent and the Texans
were fighting for thelr dependence.
Here it was that Col, Bowle ended his
brave life, dying with his boots on
amnd fighting under the most terrible
The story Is this, and every
Ameriean child should know it by
heart, that he may tell it with pride
when other natlons ave talking of their
great deods:

One hundred and forty-five men un-
der Captain Travis, a young mnn of 28,
were holding the town of Ban Antonlo
agalnst General Santa Annn and 4,000
men.  They wera the only defenders
of the town and were enseonced In the
old mission of the Alnmo. Davy Crocks
ett was also with them and Colonel
Bowle, who was wounded and streteh-
od out on his cot, Of avtillery they had
only fourteen pleces,

Bauta Anun demanded surrender, but
the little garrison held out for ten days,
skirmishing seeretly for food and wa-
ter. Every shot sent out of the mission
house told, but not one of the Alnmeo
heroes was hurt, Patience and strength,
however, were belng rapldly exhaust-
ed. Some of the little band were fall-
Ing sick, others were desperate, Res
enforcements had been appealed for,
but none had come. Col. Lameln with
800 wen and four pleces of artillery
had sturted In ansawer to the appeal,
but had put In somewhere for fresh
witer and food supplles,

At last Captaln Smith joined the ex-
hausted band with thirty-two men.
Three days after, General Banin Annn
ceased the bombarding, and tnking nd-

while he went to gather fruit, and o8 | yantage of this Captain Travis called

his return found him enclecied by the

his men into line and frankly owned

——
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GOV, RICH IN A PULPIT.

Michigan's Excentive's Ideas Upon
“Applicd Chrlntianlty™ in Polltics,
At the Lansing (Mich) Universalist

Chureh recently, Gov, Iieh discussed

“Applied Christianity.” 1t was declarsd

to be the duty of every good cltlzon not

only to attend cancuses and vote at the
pollg, but to use his Influence In fayor
of good government nnd the enforee-
ment of the lnws, A lnw, In the opinion
of the Governor, should cither be on-
foreed or repenled. It was nlso de-
clared to be the duty of every cltizen
to openly and publicly encournge otll.
{ verd in the discharge of their offielal du.

sunke, whose jaws the father seised | yat there was no earthly hope for |tet After a eltizen lias done all in his

and actually tore them asunder,
Victualing an Old Navy,

The unwieldy Armada was beaten | the way,

with quick-firing small guns, mwounted
In ships which could be turned with
ense, Though the men In them were

them; that he had led them Into this,

He does not utter one word
agulnst Lameln for falling him; he sim-
ply gives them thele cholee of denths,
They enn surrender ond be shot down,

(fortunately) sea dogs of the toughest | or be killed fighting out thelr revenge,
breed, thelr condition scems to have | The Captaln drew a lne and sald:
been an exceptionally hard one, as | “Every man who is determined to re-

compared with that of other sallors at |
the tlme, This arose not by reason of | to me across that line,"
the severity of discipline in the navy, | but one crossed at once.

mualn here and to die with me will come
Svery soldler
When they

but because they were specially 111 fed, | inlshed Colonel Bowle looked up with

In the section of Bir Waltor Ralelgh's
trentise “On Vietualing,” he eomplaing

that it was “very scant and dishonoras |
ble, to the great slander of the navy, |

[ his arm In a sling and erled: “Boys,

don't leave me. Won't some of you
carry me across™  And the only back-
ward step they made was to go over

to the discouragement of all them that | the line and earry the Colonel to the

are pressed thereunto, and to the hins
drance of his Majesty's serviee, Fop
that many times they go (though the
golng was compulsory, by the way)
with a great grudging to serve In his |
MaJesty's ships, ax If it were to be|
slaves in the galleys, so much do thoy
stanu In fear of penury and hungers
the ease belng clean contrary in all
merehant ships” Thelr “due allow-
nnee,” e says, “was very large and |
honorable In his Majesty's shilps, and
would be greatly 1o the enconrngement |
and strengthening of the mariners and |
soldlers that serve In them If It were
falthfully distributed * * ¢ and
therefore the purveyors and vietualers
are much to be condemnsd, ns not al
little faulty In that behalf, who make
no little profit of these peelings, which
is cause very lnmentable, that such I'I.l|
it in ease at home should ralse o bene- |
fit out of thelr hunger and thirst that
serve thelr I'rinee nnd country pain.
fully abroad, whereof there hnth a long |
time been gront complainings but small
reformation,’

In his sectlon “Of Beer Casks,” Blr
Walter gives n specimen of the way In
which those who fought the Bpanish
Armadn were treated, so far as thele
feoding was concerned. He says that
much of the men's beer was “ever lost
and east away,” because “the vietual
ers, for cheapness, will buy stale canks
that have been used for herrings, train
oll, fish and other such unsavory things
and therelnto 11l the boer that is pro-
vided for the King's ships.® Besldes,
ho adds, “the cask I8 commonly so 11l
hooped as that thero Is waste and leak-
ing made of the fourth part of the
drink, were It never so good,"—Good
Words,

Rise and Fall of Pogasus,
Unto the editor's room he went,
bliss;
with
stalrs
. up
strode

e
An Interview, a word or two—
He
came
down
stalrs
like

~—8yracuse I'ost. nm

A London Bensation.

London Is agitated over the threat-
ened downfall of a great Institution
which for years has excited the dally
wonder of travelers. The County
Councll proposes to abolish the cab ra.
dlus, which extends for four miles from
Charing Croas, and to have but one
scale of fares for the whole County of
London,

A Polite Judge,

An Irish judge had a habit of begging
pardon on every occaslon, One day, as
he was about to leave the bench, the
officer of the court reminded him #int
he had not passad sentence of death on
one of the criminals, ns he had lutend-
ed, “Dear me!" sald bis lordship. “I

beg his pardon—bring him up."—Tid-
bits,

young Captain's slde, The man Rose,
who was a coward, dropped over tho
wall Into a diteh to tell the tale. And
then eame the terrible day,

Bantn Anna brought all his forces to
bear on the fortress, The sealing lnd-
ders were agaln and agnln valsed, but
those who placed them were shot down

ke grain, Four thousand men charg- |

Ing Into 173 seemed easy enough, but it
soon reduced the 4,000, At lnst pume-
bers congquered and  the
ellmbed over Into the Alamo, The
littie band of defonders were tramplod |
on and beaten, but they dropped to |
thelr knees and hacked and shot and
plereed until the plle of the dead was
awlul,
rise from his cot, leans on his well el
bow and marks his man every time he
pulls the trigger. Cut, bleeding, he
coutinues to kill until the pistol dropa
and the breath lenvesa his body, Davy
Crockett, standing In a corner, fights
like 2 panther, naud the young Captain,
backed agninst the wall, surrenders
only when run though nnd though.

The great battle Is over. The Mexi-
cans have won, Out of the 172 Texans
are 172 dend. No Bpartans were braver
or more tenaclous, for they killed 523
of thelr enemies and wounded 50O
more. Texmw, though, was finally freed,
and whenever great deeds thrill young
boys' bearts they should think of that
splendid plece of American daring and
say, ns Houston sald to his men, “Ite.
member the Alnmo."—8t. Louls Repub-
lie.

Impudent Little Rasoal,
Impudence seems to be the leading
characteristie with the weasel In his
relations with man, Perhaps the creas
ture has contidence that his long, slen-
der body can nlways be snntehed nway
Into snfety before the ordinary humnn

belng can do him harm. At any rate, |

the weasel will coolly slt In the chink
of a stone wall and wateh the dolngs
of wen within n stone's throw of his
asylum, and after nightfall the beast
will erawl about fearlessly within &
yard or tivo of any human belng that
may approuch Ita haunts,

Artificlal Cotton,

An sriificial cotton, said to be much
cheaper than the naturnl, Is reported
from France. It s made from the
wood of the pline, gpruce or larch, which
l¢ defibrated and then disintegrated
and bleached with a hot slution of
bl-sulphate of soda and chlorldo of
lime, &he resulsing pure cellulose Is
trented with chlorlde of sine, castor oll
and gelatine, and the paste Is passed
through a perforated plate. This gives
a thread, which Is woven into o presen-
table fabrie,

Yet She Clamora for Suffrage,

“I mn sure Jock will get the lotier in
time,” sald one pretty girl to another,
as they stood at the stamp window.
“ITe nlwuys goes to the postoflico In thy
ovening, and you seo 1've put a special

delivery atawmp oun It

Colonel Bowle, too weak to |

[power to select a proper man for offles,

| thinking that re-onforcements were o | e I8 a% much obliged to nequieseo in

the result, whatever it may be, ns he Is
o ald in the cholee.

A those who possess the most of this
world’s goods are required to contrib-
ute most from thely substance, so may
they who, by reason of nnturnl ability
or eduention, nre able to nccomplish
the most good, be required to make the
lnrgest contribution of effort nnd Intla.
ence.  The Governor malutained that

more to soclety than the man who has
none of the advantage they have en.
Joywml,

Gov. Rieh malntalned that any per-
soti who In any unfaly or lmproper
manner attempts to Influenee voters, or
whe, upon apy pretext whatever, miakes
an Incorrect canviass off voles cast at
an clection, Is morally as much guilty
of trenson us he who glves ald and com.
fort o the publie enemy, There s
something wrong In public sentiment,
he declhored, when men who arve the pers
sonlllention of Lonor In any business
trausaction will do or permit 1o he dous
In polities that, which undee the very
Ilnws which give thoem the protectlon

Moxleans | op overy rlght they hold dear, 1s o mils.

demeanor, and In many enses o felony.
Attentlon was eallied to the faet that it
In diteult to conviet anyone of what s
popularly known as o politieal offense,
althiongh these offenses strike at and
undermine the very foundations of the
Clovernment,

The voter Is sometimes met with the
nlternntive of votlng for the prineiples
represented by a4 man personally on
Jectionable, while the opposing candl.
date, although personally nnobjectionn.
ble, vepreseuts principles antagonistic
to his views., In such cases no rule of
anctlon ean be lald down, but that cach
fndividual must declde what his duty
Is for himself, It was advocated that
even in a eampnign only respectful lun-
gunge should be used, and when the
election 18 determined the successful
eandidate s entitled to the loyal sup-
port of all good cltizens, To spenk dis-
respectfully of the President of the
United Biates I8 to speak disrespectful.
Iy of the country and the Government,
and the tendency I8 o ereate disrespect
fornll lnw,

In conclusion the Governor sald that
everything possible shiould be done o
improve the comdition of those who
must labor for thelr living,  They
should be permitted (o orgonlae in oo
cordunee with liow, aod iF nbor orgnnt.
gatlons  demand things  impracileabio
Lor nnwise they shonkd be met by fa'y
fargumient and convineed that all s
done for them that is possible. No
| Iin should survewder o any organiz.
| tlon his vights aud obligations as u elt-
lzen,

The government of some organiza-
tlons was declared to be more tyr-
annleal than any people will long sub-
mit to, With lnbor organlzntions au.
thorized by Taw and glven a standing
In court, und the elective frunchise un-
defiled, man has means In his own
hunds for the redress of Injustice on
the part of the Government,

L]

Halr Powdered with Diamond Dust,

A pecullar mode of halr dressing s
in vogue nmong the ladles of certaln
wealthy Tewish familles, The collfur:
Is dressad very high and liberally pow-
dered with dinmond dust. At p dinner
party given recently by o bunker three
Indies had thelr halr treated In this
manner, The white powder had turned
thelr lnlr, naturally black, to n grayish
white, forming a striking contrast with
thelr youthful features and bluck eyos,
To complete the resemblunee to the
fashion of other days each lady hnd o
speck of bluck court plaster on her face,
—New York Bun,

It misery loves company, we will all
. ot least have one thing we love In hell,

the college professor or president owes’

MAXIM'S FLYING MACHINE.

It Has Been Given It Fiest Publie
Exhibition in England,
Hirnm 8, Maxim's flying-machine
made Its first public appearance In
England recently, when It was exhib-
ited at Baldwyn's Park, Bexley, in ald
of the fumnds of the Bexley Cottage

-— S—
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MAXIM'S FLYING

MACHINE.

Hospltal,  Mr, Maxim's experlinents
have been so far perfocted on the basis
of his observation that while small
birds, such ns sparrows, are able to
move In any direction through the alr,
It Is quite lmpossible for very large
birds, such as the condor and some
other forms of vultures, to rise in the
alr In a vertieal divection, To use M1
Maxhn's own words, these Intter “can
only rise by taking a long run, and
then, springing into the aly, work thele
wings very vigorously for n short thne,
il ralse themselves In the nlr at an
Incline”  “In studying the question of
a ylngmachine,” says Mr, Maxhm, “IL
coome 1o the conclusion that It would
have to raise ftself after the manner of
the lnrge bivds; that s, It wonld have
to run along the eavth until o certnin
spocd was attalned, nnd then, as (s
sills or gevoaplines were foreed forward
ot the alr, the welght on the ground
wottlid become loss amd loss, untll the
veloelty would be great enough to rlse
It completely off the carth, and, Hke the
condor, It wauld rai up an lneline In-
glead of divectly up as the sparrow is
able to do"  The machine as It ape-
penred, standing on o short rilway of
very wide gnuge, presented n cuvious
spectacle,  says  the Woestminster
Hudgoer.

On the platform which stood on the
rnlls was o peculinely formed steam
engine, and from the platform sprang
o series of what looked ke very thick
wires, renching up to and supporting
the great acroplane which coversd the
whole llke an awning, while midway
appeared two huge propellers, the rapid
rotation of which furnished the motive
power of the machine, When Mr
Maxim was ready to begin the perform-
ance the propellers were set In motlon,
rapldly generating a powerful current
of alr; and on the machine belug “let
go" It scudded nlong the track nt a
great rate—but without quitting the
ground, Precautlons  Indeed  were
tnken to prevent the machine from fill-
ing In any degree s proper purpose,
though It was not fitted with is fall
fiyving iz, which Includes, in addition
to the central peroplane, o polr of
“swings" on each shde and smaller neros
planes before and aft. 8o, tor the pros-
ety W must perforee bho content with
Myeo Maxhn's declnvation thnt his ma-
clidoe will thy 101 I allowed to, though
Lo admits that he hins yot to solve the
problem of conteolling It when It is
onee off the ground,

Where Woman Is Boss,

A womnn's paradise exists In the In.
dinn Ocenn, The tiny Island of Mini-
coy, midway between the Maldive and
Lacadive groups, Is entirely under fom-
Inlpe rule, the men humbly taking the
second plice on every occasion, The
wotnin Is the head both of the Govern-
moent and the home, amd when she may-
rles her husbonmd takes her nnme and
hands over all his earnings throunghout
his mnrrvied life. Bilk gowns are the
universul wear, the upper clusses don-
ning red sk and earvlogs, while the
lower ten appear in davk striposd sitk of
coarser quality,
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