-

T B e b e

VOLUME XVIIIL

HE IS A LEADER OF LEADERS,

“INDEPENDENT IN ALL THINGS. NEUTRAL IN NONL"

,4
||

So the Populace Crown the Ofttime
Speaker of Illinols House of

Representatives.

Faithful to Every Duty Confided to His Care

the Voters Will Reward
Him.

Clayton E. Crafts Is Sure of Renomination
and Re-election to the General
Assembly,

Where He Will Again
mocracy in

Lead the Hosts of De-

Every Important

Fight.

Sketch of the Career of a Man Whose Whole
Life Has Been Highly
Honorable.

The friends of Hon, Olayton E, Orafts
are urging his nomination for member
of the House of Representatives by the
Democratic convention for the Beventh
Soenatorial District.

Mr. Crafts has been notorlously and
shamefully abused by some of the Chl-
cago papers, and, as we believe, mall-
clously and falsely.

Our readers are interested in belng

represented at Springfield,
and for that reason we have taken the
trouble to Investigate Mr. Crafts' ca-
roer as shown by the public records
and gathered from persons familiar
with his life. We give below the result
of our investigation, and our comments
thercon:

Mr. Crafts was born on July 8, 1648,
and will be 50 years old on the day of
the primaries, In 1800 he married
and removed from the Btate of Ohlo
and took up his resldence at Austin,
fil. In 1871 be purchased a tract of
thirty-slx acres at Austin and located
his homestead thereon, where he still
resldes. This purchase laid the foun-
dawon of his fortune, and was follow-
ed by others prior to 1873, considerable
portions of which he still continues to
hold, =

Mr. Crafts was first elected to the
Leglislature In 1882, and served his firac
term ut the sesslon following, 1883, Al-
though a new member, he was placed
upon the commities that had in charge
the revision of the road amd bridge law
In this Btate, which at that tlme was
in a terrible muddle, Mr., Crafts was
the ounly attorney on the commities,
and upon him fell largely the work of
making the revision. It has stood ever
since that time without material altera-
tion.

In 1884 Mr. Crafts was again elected
to the Legislature nnd served at the
sosslon of 18805, This was the session
which was Involved in a turmoll from
start to finish over the Morrison-Logan
fight for United States Benator.

AMr. Crenfts wade many enemies for
bimself among the Morrison men by
supporting Carter H. Harrison before
the Democratic eaucus for nomination
for Unied States Benator, The elder
Mr. Harrlson pever forgot Mr. Crafts'
oNorts In his bebalf at that dme and
was a4 wiarm personal friend up to the
time of his death.

In 188G My, Crafts wa ngaln electod
to the Leglslature and sérved in the ses.
slon of 1887,

He tntrodueed and secured the pas-
snge of two bills prepared by Judge
Tuley, one providing for an Increase of
alx Judges in the Clreult Court of Cook
County, nnd the other nu net authoris-
Ing parties to submit thelr diferences
orally to a judge, walving formal plead-
ing right of appeal, and writ of error.

My, Crafts was elected leader of his
party In the House at this sesslon, and

ollowing its adjournment he commenc:
«Wl the work of reorganigation of the
Democratic party In Cook County,
which had been thrown into confusion
by the disorganization of its Central
Committee, He successfully conducted
that reorganisation; was Chairman of
the Executive Committee of the Pres!-
dentlal election of 1888 and couducted
that eampaign in Cook County.

In 1888 he was re-elected to the Leg-
fslature and served in the session of
1880, At the beginuing of the session
he was elected leader of his party (n
the House, and during that session Lie

i

redrafted and perfected the bill which
was introduced providing for the an-
pexation of adjacent territory to the
city of Chicago, which has since suc-
cesnfully withstood all nssaults upon it
in the Bupreme Court,

He also prepared and secured the
passage of the pleasure driveway bill,
by which municipal nuthorities were
anthorized to lay out and construct
pleasure driveways, Under its terms
Washington boulevard was extended
through the Town of Clcero and Bherl-
dan driveway was bullt,

He ulso prepared the short cause cal-
endar bill and securvd ita pgssage, by
which suits that will not take more
thun one hour to try can be heard fn
advance of other causes,

Prior to the passage of this law, ¢
was lmpossible to secure judgment
upon an ordinary promissory note, or
for wages earned, abont of three years'
time spent In the courts owing to in-
abllity to take up the cause out of ite
order, Now such judgments are ob-
tained in from thinty to slxty dnys, It
Is a great boon to the profession, and
to the people, especlally to wage-eara-
ors,

In the fall of 1880 Nr. Crafts com-
menced agitating the guestion of nom-
inating nt the Bute Convention to be
beld in 1800 a candidate for United
Btatos Benator, by an interview, while
attendimg the State Falr ot Peorla,
which was published In one of the Chd-
cago popers.  He then suggested the
nonvnntion of Governor Palmer, and
from that thme the agltation spread
over the Biate, was taken up by the
Binte committee at Its semsion in the
winter following, and was fiually car-
rled to a successful lssue by the nowm-
Ination of Senntor Palmer at the State
Conventlon,

This progeam was opposed hitterly
by many. The result, however, veritied
the soundness of Mr, Crafts' judgment,
for the Legisluture was carried upon
that dssue In 1800, to which Mr. Crafis
wia elected o member, At the sesslon
which followed In 1801 he was elected
Speaker, and the memorable contest
which resulted In the election of Ben-
ntor Palmer will be iong remembered
in this Btate, Mr, Crfis was general
1y given eredit for holding the 101 to-
gether and electing Senator Palmer,

This sesslon of the Legisinture, be-
gldes being memorable for the elee-
tlon of Bepator Palmer, also passed
many acts in the intercst of the peo-
ple; among others the act to prevent
child labor; the Australlan ballot law;
an act to prevent oppressive garnish-
ment; the Interest rate was reduced on
contructs from 8 per cent. to T per
cent,, and on open accounts from 6 per
cent, to B per cent,; minlng laws were
passed which require, nmong other
things, an examination of the mine
manngers and welghing coal at the
mine and payment therefor at gross
welght; trade-mark law was passed
for the protection of labor organisa-
tlons, such as Clgarmakers' Unlon,
ete,; an anti-trust law was passed mak-
ing It a criminal offense to form a com-
biuntlon of that character; an anti-
truck store blll was passed to prevent
swindling of miners by truck stores
at the mines, A weekly pay blll was
passed by which all corporations were
required to pay thelr employes weekly;
Labor Day was made a legal holiday,

It is well Il!dentood that the Bpeak-
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er largely controls legislation and
from the foregoing, It will be easlly
seen whether Mr, Crafts, ns Bpeaker,
used his great power In the Interest of
the common people or In the Interest
of corporations,

In 1802 Mr. Crafts presided as permna-
nent chalrman of the State conventlon,
He was a delegate to the national con-
vention at Chicago, and was a member
of the Committee on Resolurlons, At
that electlon he was again elected to
the Legislature, and at the wsession
which followed in 1863 he was elected
Bpeaker. At this sesalon the appor-
tionment bills were passed for redis
tricting the Btate, Congressionally nmd
Senatorlally. The Benatorlal apportion
ment bill having been subject to at-
tacks In the Bupreme Court, has been
sustained,

At this sesslon also an antl-trust bill
was passed, by which contrcts made
by unlawful combinations were render-
ed vold; an antl-sweat shop lnw was
passed; also an act guurantecing the
right of wage-earners to belong to labor
organizations,

At the election of 1804 Mr, Cmafis
was agodn elected to the Legisluture,
At the session of 1803 the Republicnns
were In the majority: but  still  Mr,
Crafts retained the leadership of his
party In the House,

At this sesslon of the Legislature
Mr. Crafts devoted most of his time to
the preparation of a bill simplifying
the practice of the law In this Biate,
and endeavoring to secure s passuge.
Owing to the opposition of old fogy
country lnwyers and judges, who were
afrald they would have to learn to
practice law In their old age, the bill
was defented,

At thls sesslon of the Legislatire o
determined effort was made by enemles
of the Catholle Church to secure the
passage of n bill repealing the nct of
the Legislature which makes the Onth-
olic Bishop of Chicago a corporation
gole, Mr, Crafts opposed the repeal of
this law, belleving that s repeal
wodlld place the business affairs of that
church in a state of chnos, And the re-
sult was that the repealing bl was
defented, Mr, Crafts wus not a4 mem-
ber of the Legislature in 1807,

Jenlous-minded persons, and persous
with personal enmities or Interests to
serve, have made It thelr business to
vilify Mr, Crafts In many ways, anong
other things charging him with belng
the representative of corpomtlons
while In the Legislature, and neglecting
the interesta of the people. The fore
going record gives the le to all such
charges,

Mr. Orafts s o thoroughly equipped
lawyer, and a broad-minded and fair-
minded man. He 18 capable of looking
at every question without prejudice,
and having made up his mind as to the
right or wrong of proposed legislation,
he la fearless in favoring or opposing
It, according to his judgment. While
this has compelled him frequemtly to
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the same time compelled bim to vote
for legislation, as the foregolng recond
shows, which clrewmseribed amd nar-
rowud the powers of corporations when
he beleved it was necessary In ovder to
mulntain the rights of the public ns
agninst them,

He hax time and agaln denied the
villninous charges that have been made
agalnst him n the Chieago Times-
Herald, In fact, the record that he has
made ecarrles with It Its own denial,
for it would have been impossible for
him to have maintained himself for
two sessions as Bpeaker of the House,
nnd for the several sesslons, Including
the last one hie served in, s leader of
hix party If he was not a just and hon-
ornhle man,

His record condemns his villilers as
fulsitlers, aml to his fefends and  ac-
qualntances it I8 unnecessary to moke
any dendal,

His private Nfe and character are |
pure aid unsullied: his bulness and pro- |
fesshonal Ufe has been honorable aml
siceesafnl; his political life has Deon
marked. by leadership which carried
hils gty In the Riate to vietory; aml
his legislntive recond stamps hilm ox o
wman of Industry, lwtegrity amd abilny,

A,

Blue Rewin faces high priced gas in

e

dent E, Benjamin Andrews of Brown
University has declded to withdraw
from the contest for Buperintendent of
Nehools, President Andrews |s sald to
have based his refusal on the opposli-
tion his eandidacy has aroused. If the
report I true the supporters of SBuperin-
tendent A, ¢, Lane believe he ean be
eleetsd,

The fight to control the Democratie
couvention Saturday must go to a fin-
Ish In the primaries. Compromise s
out of the question,

Tim Ryan's followers doggedly Insist
they will eontrol, with at least 300 out
of 128 votes from the West Bide. The
Gahan-Burke-City Hall claim, careful-
Iy tabulated by wards, foots up: Ga-
han, t0); Ryan, 162. The Ryanites are
conceded only two wards—a solld dele-
gntion In the Nineteenth and a ma-
Jorlty In the Thirteenth.

Agiin,

Hon, Zina R. Carter |s looming up as
the strongest Republican eandidate for
Mayor, nmd he s also put down for n

winner,
—m,

Hon, Geo, I, Foster will defeat Bel
knap for Congress In the Third Dis-

Cleero,

Ths blggest mistake the dallles made I
during the late unpleasantness was in |
net hanging out budleting to let the po- |
ple know what was golng on, It looked |

small.
ARG,

The threadbare Shenandoah s still |
runniog at MceVieker's, This play and
all others ke It should be puppressed,
It slmply reminds Amerleans of n thme
when they were killlng cach other,

Wide-open unmhi[ug at Washington |

Park.
N

(Close up Washington
blers, Mr, Muyor,

Mg,

The Clvie Federation should Investi-
gite the rake-off In the County Clerk's

oftice,
The Republicans are making a thor-
ough canvass of the cly,

Park gam-

The Bagle has recelved o number of
Inquiries ns to what clectrie light com.
pany has been permitted to violate the
ety ordinance by stringing wires and
erecting poles on the North Bide,

West 8ide politiclans and friends of
Alderman M, O, Conlon of the Eigh-
teenth Ward gave a réception to him at
the Gault House, A gold star set with
a handsome dlamond was presented to
the Alderman,

According to the statement of a mem-
ber of the Board of Education Presl-

triet,
A,

Democrats of the Becond Senatorial
District have settled on Attorney W.
F. Ryan, of the Tenth Ward for thelr
minority candidate In the SBtate Legls-
lnture,  Mr, Ityan will succeed I, J,

Metiinnis,

Judges Hutchinson and
sluted for renomination,
sorved the people well,

Mg,

All factlons in the Domocratie party
are demunding the nomloation of Hon,
W, I, Black for Buperior Judge. He ls
very popular with the masses,

Young, Black, lEulwr and Mitehell

will strengthen the Demoeratic Judiclnl

tlekesr,

An‘old-time Republican Cook Coun-
ty leader recently vemarked that it
wonld not tnke a very strong Demo-
eratle eandldate to defeat Tanner's
man Whittemore for State Treasurer,

Mg,

Hon, James O. Martin will be the
Demoeratic nominee for County Judge,

A,

M. BE. Austin, the well-known coal
merchant, will be one of the Demo-
eratle nominees for County Commis-
sloner,

The solid North Sldu favors the nom-

Inatlon of W, D, Curtin for County
Commissloner.

A,

Domocrats talk of nominating Mr,
John T. Connery for President of the
County Board,

Stein  are
They have

— — —

h

But the Rest of the

George Kersten will be the Demo-
cratic pominee for Sheriff, unless all
slgns fall, and a strong candidate he
will be.

He is respected by every ome who
knows him,

Thos, Gahan will be the Democratie
nomines for County ‘Treasurer,

James A, Quinn will be the Demo-
cratle pominee for Clerk of the Probate
Court.

Thomas Edgar is the strongest man
metoned for County Clerk.

George Edmanson or Peter Kiolbassn
will be nnmed for President of the
County Boanl.

John C, Schubert will be nominated
for Clerk of the Crlininal Court.

James B, McDonald, James J, Gray
and Henry Stuckart will be nominated
for County Assessors,

Fred E, Eldred I8 almost certain of
the nomination for the Board of Re-
view,

James C. Martin will be named for
County Judge.

W. D. Curtin, Johin T, Connery, John
McCormick, Joseph PP, Junk and Frank
H. Hebard are probable winners for
County Commlissionerships.

In a nutshell, the Clty Hall crowd
will control the convention from pres-
ont appearnnces,

g,

Mayor Harrison announced that he
would not name the twelve members of
the Board of Education until the meet-
Ing of the Council July 11, He has n
seore of applleations for appointment.
There are indications that he has al-
ready chosen a majority of the domen,
and that the presldency of the board
will be given Graham H, Harrls, The
office of vice-president Is sald to have
been offered to Thomas Gallagher,

No reslgnations other than those of
Trustees Halle and Gresham have heen
recelved by Mayor Harrlson, That of
Trustee Gresham, it Is sald, will be ac-
cepted, but he will be reappointed,
President Halle's resignation reached
the Mayor last Saturday ns a sequel to
the attempt made at the last meeting of
the board Friday night to elect a new
superintendent of schools,

The bonrd met and a ballot showedl
ten votes for SBuperintendent Lane to
elght for Prof. B, Benjamin Androws
of Brown Unlversity, 'The absence of
Mr, Trude led Mr, Cusack to announds
that he would be present at the nlght
meeting, and that Mr. Trude would
vote for Mr. Lane, Mr. Trude falled,
however, to mnke his appearance,

The trustees whose terms explred
with the last meeting of the board were
Trude, Cusack, Harper, Pettibone,
Schnelder, Hull and Frake, The friends
of Trude and Behnelder are confident
of thelr reappointment,

Among those whose clnims are being
urged on the Mayor are Hon, Andrew
J. Ryan, 8, P. Bhope, Francls B, Pea-
body, James P, McMahon, C, R, Wul-
leck, Frank H. Hebard, C, R. Corwith,
W. D. Kerfoot, A. 0. Blaughter, Mar-
tin Ryerson, Rudolph Beifert, Austin
O, Bexton and Mrs, P, J, 0'Keefe, The
appolntment of Mr, McMahon Is re-
garded as foregone,

The result of the school census has
been made publiec by Buperintendent
Fitzgerald. The population of the ety
Is given ns 1,851,588, This is an In-
c¢rease of 251,170 over 1806, of 400,000

over 1804 and of 800,000 over 1800,

GALLY AFD KERSTEN SURE.

These Two Men Will Head the Demo-
oratic Tioket to Be Nominated
on Saturday.

Gahan Has a Clear Lead for the Nomina-
tion for the Fat County
Treasurership,

While the Popular North Side Judge Will
Be Unanimously Named for
the Shrievalty.

Justice James C. Martin Appears to Have the
Lead for the County
Judgeship,

Ticket, Except Quinn

for Probate Olerk, Is
Guesswork.

Secretary W. A. B. Grabam of the
School Board will lose his job if Mayor
Harrison can find the means of annull-
Ing his recent re-election, Although
Mr. Audrews has notified Mayor Harrl-
son that he will accept the superinten-
dency, It elected, pressure is belng
brought on the Mayor to prevent his se-
lection, Bome prominent Democrats
are poluting to the home-rule doctrine
to which the Democrats were pledged
at Bpringteld,

Hon, John F. O'Malley will be the
Democratic candidate for the Legisia-
ture In the Twenty-third distriet,

The best eltizens of the whole West
Bide are unanimously of the opinlon
that Hon, Frank W. Young should be
clected Judge of the Buperior Court.
My, Young, they say, Is the right man
for the place, nnd the services he has
renderad the Democratle party in the
past entitle him to a Democratie nom-
Ination this time, Mr, Young has re-
celved the positive assurance from cer-
taln North and Bouth Bide leaders that
they will bring In thelr delegations for
him. The Twelfth ward, like the Flrst,
Ix pledged 10 Mre, Young, and he will
have the undivided support of the solid
and unbroken West 8lde, Mr, Frank
W. Young Is n sound lawyer, and has
been truthfully styled “one of Nature's
noblemen.” He Is well polsed, of nffa-
ble  disposition, and when elected
Judge can be relled upon to treat his
brother lawyers as If they were human
belngs,

#

Hon, Harvey T. Weeks 18 to be ap-
pointed u member of the Library
Board, and we are glad to learn that
Mayor Harrlson has declded to reap-
point Hon, 8, T, Gunderson, who has
made o most eMclent member of the
hoard.

}

The Mayor cannot select g better
man for the School Board than Hon.
Andrew J, Ryan, the well-known law-
yer,

i

Hon, A, O, 8luughter, the well-known
hanker and broker in the Chamber of
Commeree Bullding, has many influen-
tial friemnds who would like to have
Mayor Harrison appoint him to  the
Bchool Board, It Mr. Slaughter Is
named, his appolutment will be a tirst-
class one from every standpolnt.

j

The people of Oak Park pay larger
gus bills than the people of any town
of Its slze In the country,

$

Capt, W, I'. Black's nomination for
Judge of the Buperlor Court moans
thousands of votes for the Democratie
thekat,

3

The Board of Educatlon at Kausas
City, Mo, ns long ago ns last October,
unanimously  adopted  MeMaoster's
Bchool History of the United Sintes
for use in the public schools of Kansas
iy,

)

Phil Knopf I8 In hard lines, It Is
clalmed that the Republicans are now
sorry they nominated him, as they con-
slder him a dead load on thely county

ticket.



