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HE IS 1 UMUF LEADERS,

So the Populace Grown the Ofttlme

Speaker of Illinois loose of

Representatives.

, Faithful to Every Duty Confided Care
Voters Will Reward

Him.

Clayton E. rafts Is Sure of Renomination
Re-electi- on to the General

Assembly,

Where He Will Again Lead the Hosts of De-

mocracy in Every Important
Fight

Sketch of the Career of a Man Whose Whole
Life Hai Been Highly

Honorable.

The friends of Hon. Olayton E. Crafts
are urging his nomination for member
of the House of Representatives by tho
Democratic convention for the Seventh
Senatorial District.

Mr. Grafts has been notoriously and
shamefully nbuncd by some of the Chi-

cago papers, and, as wo Iwllove, mall
clously and falsely.

Our readers arc interested in being
properly represented at Springfield,
and for that reason wo have taken tho
troublo to Investigate Mr. Grafts' ca-

reer as shown by tho public records
and gathered from persons familiar
with his life. Wo glvo below tho result
of our investigation, and our comments
thereon:

Mr. Crafts was born on July 8, 1848,

and will bo 60 years old on tho day of
tho primaries. In 1800 ho married
and removed from tho State of Ohio
and took up his residence at Austin,
III. In ,1871 bo purchased a tract of
thirty-si- x acres at Austin and located
bis homestead thereon, wbero he still
resides. This purchaso laid tho foun-
dation of hls fortuue, and was follow-
ed by others prior to 18T3, considerable
portions of which ho still continues to
hold. . .

Mr. Crafts was first elected to the
Legislature In 18Stt,nnd served his llrst
torn) ut tho session following, 188U. Al-

though a new member, he was place
upou the committee that had In churgt
the revision of the road and hridgo law
In this State, which nt that tlmo was
in u terrible muddle. Mr. Crafts wn
the only attorney on tho committee,
and upon him fell largely tho work of
making the revision. It has stood ever
since that tlmo without material altera-
tion.

In 1884 Mr. Crafts was again elected
to tho Legislature uud served at tho
session of 18T, This was tho session
which was Involved in a turmoil from
stun to finish over the Morrlsou-Loga- u

fight for United States Senator.
Mr. Crafts made many enemies for

himself among the Morrison men by
supporting Carter II. Harrison before
tho Democratic caucus for nomination
for United States Senator. Tho elder
Mr. Harrison never forgot Mr. Crafts'
efforts In his behnlf at that time and
was a warm personal friend up to the
time of lils death.

In 188U Mr. Crafts wa again elected
to tho Leglslutuvo and served iu the ses-

sion of 1887.
Ho Introduced and secured the pas-

sage of two bills prepared by Judge
Tuloy, ono providing for an lncreaso of
six Judges In the Circuit Court of Cook
County, ami the other an net authoriz-
ing parties to submit their differences
orally to a Judgo, waiving formal pload-in- g

right of appeal, and writ of error.
Mr. Crafts was elected leader of Ills

nnrty In tho House nt this session, and
ollowlng Its adjournment lie commenc-
ed tho work of reorganisation of tho
Democratic party In Cook County,
which had been thrown into confusion
by tho disorganization of its Central

' Committee. Ho conducted
that reorganization; was Chairman of
tho Exocutlvo Committee of tho Presi-
dential election of 1S8S and conducted
that campaign in Cook County.
'In 1888 ho was to tho Log-lslntur- o

and served In tho session of
1880. At tbo beginning of tho session
ho was elected leader of his party In
tho House, nud during .that session iio

to His

the

and

successfully

redrafted nnd perfected the bill which
was introduced providing for the an-

nexation of adjacent territory to tho
city of Chicago, which hits since suc-

cessfully withstood nil assaults upon it
iu the Supremo Court.

Ho also prepared and secured tho
passage of the pleasure driveway bill,
by which municipal authorities were
authorised to lay out and construct or
pleasure driveways. Under its term
Washington boulevard was extended
through tho Town of Cicero and Sheri-
dan driveway wns built.

Ho also prepared the short causo cal-

endar
of

1)111 and secured Its message, by
which suits that will not take more
than one hour to try can be heard in
advance of other causes.

Prior to tho passage of this law, tt of
was Impossible to sccuro Judgment
upon an ordinary promissory note, or
for wages earned, short of three yean'
tlmo spent in the courts owing to In-

ability to tako up tho causo out of Its
order. Now such Judgments are ob-

tained In from thirty to slxity days. It
Is a great boon to tho profession, nnd
to tho people, especially to wage-earner- s.

In tho fall of 1880 Mr. Cnifts com-

menced agitating tho question of nom-

inating at tho State Convention to be
held iu 1800 a candidate for United
Htutcri Senator, by an livtervlow, while
sit tending the State Fair ut Peoria,
which was published in ono of tlio Chi
cago jxtpers. Ho then suggested Uie
nomination of Governor ltolmor, and
from that time tho agitation spread
over the State, was taken up by the
State com in lit eo ut Its session In tho
winter following, and wns finally oar
rletl to a successful Issue by tho noun
luatlon of Senator Palmer at tho State
Convention.

This program was opposed bitterly
by many. Tho result, however, verified
tho soundness of Mr. Crafts' Judgment,
for the Legislature was carried upon
that Issue In 1800, to which Mr. Cnifts
wns elected a member. At tiio session
which followed tu 1801 ho was elected
HH'aker, and the memorable contest
which resulted In tho election of Sen-
ator Palmer will bo long remembered
In this State, Mr. Cnifts was general-
ly given credit for holding tho 101 to-

gether and electing Senator Palmer.
This session of tho Legislature, bo-sid-

being memorable for the elec-
tion of Seuator Palmer, also passed
many acts In tho Interest of tho peo-pi-

among others tho net to prevent
child labor; tho Australian ballot law;
an act to prevent oppressive garnish-
ment; tho Interest rate wns reduced on
contracts from 8 per ceut. to 7 per
cent., ami on open accounts from 0 per
cent, to fi per cent.; mining laws wero
passed which require, among other
things, nn examination of tho mine
managers and weighing coal nt tho
mine nud payment therefor at gross
weight; trado-mar- k law was passed
for tho protection of labor organiza-
tions, such as Clgarmiikers' Union,
etc.; nn anti-tru- st law .was passed mak-
ing It a criminal offense to form u com-
bination of that character; an anti-truc- k

storo bill was passed to prevent
swindling of inluers by truck stores
at tho mines. A weekly pay bill was
passed by which all corporations wero
required to pay their employes weekly;
Labor Day was mado a legal holiday.

It Is well understood that tho' Speak- -
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largely controls legislation nnd
from the foregoing, It will be easily
seen whether Mr. Crafts, ns Speaker,
used his great power In the Interest of
tho common peoplo or In the Interest

corporations.
In 1802 Mr. Crafts presided as perma-

nent chairman of tho State convention.
He wns a delegate to the national con-

vention nt Chicago, and wns a member
the Committee on Ilesolutlons. At

that election ho wns again elected to
tho Legislature, nnd nt the session
which followed in 1803 ho was elected
Speaker. At this session the appor-
tionment bills wero passed for redls-trlctlu- g

tho Stnte, Congrcssloiially and
Senatorial!'. Tho Senatorial apportion-
ment bill having been subject to at-

tacks In the Supreme Court, has beeu
sustained.

At this session also an nntl-trus- t bill
was passed, by which contracts made
by unlawful combinations were render-
ed void; an nutl-swe- shop law was
passed; also an net guaranteeing the
right of wage-earner- s to belong to labor
organisations.

At the election of 1804 Mr. Craft
wis again elected to the Legislature.
At the session of 180.5 the Itepubllcnns
wero In tho majority; but still Mr.
Crafts retained the leadership of his
party In tho House.

At this session of the Legislature
Mr. Crafts devoted most of his time to
tho preparation of n bill simplifying
tho practice of tho law In this State,
and endeavoring to secure its passage.
Owing to tho opposition of old fogy
country lawyers and Judges, who were
afraid they would havo to learn to
practtco law In their old nge, tho bill
was defeated.

At this session of tho Legislature a
determined effort wns made by enemies
of tho Catholic Church to sccuro tho
pnssago of u bill repealing tho net of
tho Legislature which makes tho Cath-
olic Hlshop of Chicago a corporation
sole. Mr. Crafts opposed tho repeal of
this law, bellovlng that Its repeal
would place tho business affairs of that
church In a state of chaos, And tho re-

sult wns that tho repealing bill wus
defeated. Mr. Crafts was not a mem-

ber of the Legislature lu 1807.
.Tenlous-mliidc- d persons, and persons

with personal enmities or luterests to
serve, havo made It their business to
vilify Mr. Crafts In many ways, among
other things charging him with being
tho representative of corporations
wlillo lu tho Legislature, nnd ueclcctlng
tho Interests of tho people. Tho fore-goin- g

record gives tho Ho to nil such
charges.

Mr. Crafts Is a thoroughly equipped
lawyer, nnd a broad-minde- d nnd fair-minde- d

mnn. Ho id capablo of looking
nt ovcry question without prejudice,
and having mado up his mind ns to tho
right or wrong of proposed legislation,
ho Is fearless in favoring or opposing
It, according to his Judgment. While
this has compelled him frequently to
opposo legislation that ho deemed un-
just as against corporations, it lias at
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HON. CLAYTON E. CRAFTS.
The Democratic Legislative Leader.

the same time compelled him to vote
for legislation, as the foregoing record
shows, which circumscribed and nar-
rowed tho lowers of corporations when
he believed it was necessary lu order to
maintain the rights of the piddle us
ngalust them.

Ho has time and again denied the
villainous charges that have been miide
against him lu the Chicago Times-Heral-

In fact, the record that he 1ms
mado carries with It Its own denial,
for It would have been Impossible for
him to have maintained himself for
two sessions as Speaker of the House,
and for tho several sessions, Including
the hist one he served In, ns leader of
his party If he wns not n Just ami hon-
orable man.

Ills record condemns his vlllllciw ns
falsifiers, and to his friends and ac-
quaintances It Is unnecessary to make
any denial.

His private life and character are
pure a ml unsullied; his bullions nnd pro-
fessional life has boon Jionorable and
successful; his political life has been
marked by leadership which carried
his party In tho State to victory; and
his legislative record stamps him as a
man of Industry, Integrity and ablUty.

Jtluo Rewln faces high priced gas in
Cicero.

Ths biggest mistake the dallies made
during the late unpleasantness was In
act hanging out bulletins to let the peo-

ple know what was going on. 1 1 looked
small.

Tho threadbare Sheiinndoah Is still
ruuulug at McVleker's. This play and
all others like It should bo suppressed.
It simply reminds Americans of a time
when they were kllllug each other.

Wide-ope- gambling at Washington
Park.

Close up Washington Park gam-

blers, Mr. Mayor.

The Civic Pederation should Investi-
gate tho mke-of- f lu the County Clerk's
otllce.

The Republicans are making a thor-
ough canvass of the city.

Tho Englo litis recolved n iiumlwr of
Inquiries as to what electric light com-
pany hns been permitted to violate tho
city ordinance by stringing wires mid
erecting poles on tho North Bide.

West SIdo politicians and friends of
Alderman M. C, Conlon of tho Eigh-
teenth Wnrd gave a reception to him at
tho Qnult House. A gold star sot with
a hnndsomo diamond was presented to
tho Alderman,

According to tho statement of a mem-
ber of tho Hoard of Education Presl- -
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dent 13. Benjamin Andrews of Brown
University has decided to withdraw
from the contest for Superintendent of
Schools. President Andrews Is said to
have based his refusal on tho opposi-
tion his candidacy has aroused. If tho
report Is true the supporters of Superin-
tendent A. (i. Lane bellevo ho cuu be
elected.

The fight to control tho Democratic
convention Saturday must go to n fin-

ish In the primaries. Compromise is
out of the question.

Tim It .van's followers doggedly insist
they will control, with nt least 300 out
of fills votes from tho West Side. Tho
Gnlmn-Hurkc-Clt- y Hull claim, careful-
ly tabulated by wards, foots up: ( il-

ium, MM); liynn, KKi. Tho Itynultes are
conceded only two wards a solid dele-

gation In the Nineteenth nud a ma-
jority lu the Thirteenth.

Hon. lua It. Carter is looming up as
the strongest Republican cnndldate for
Mayor, and he Is nlso put dowu for a
winner.

Hon. Geo. P. Foster will defeat Bel-kna- p

for Congress, lu tho Third Dis-
trict.

Democrats of tho Second Senatorial
District havo settled on Attorney W.
P. llyim, of tho Tenth Ward for their
minority candidate lu tho State Legis-
lature, Mr. Ryan will succeed P. J.
McUlnnls.

Judges Hutchinson and Stein nre
slated for renomination. They liuvo
served the people well.

All factions lu tho Democratic party
aro demanding the nomination of Hon.

V. P. Itluck for Superior Judge. Ho Is
very popular with tho masses.

Young, Itluck, Mnher and Mitchell
will strengthen tho Democratic Judicial
ticker.

Au'ohl-tlm- o Republican Cook Coun-
ty lender vecontly remarked that It
would not tako a very strong Demo-
cratic candidate to defeat Tanner's
man Whlttcmoro for Stnto Treasurer.

lion. James 0. Martin will bo tho
Democratic nomlneo for County Judgo.

M. E. Austin, tho well-know- n coal
merchant, will bo ono of tho Demo-

cratic nominees for County Commis-
sioner,

The solid North SIdo favors tho nom-
ination of W. D. Curtln for County
Commissioner.

Democrats talk of nominating Mr.
John T. .Cannery for President of tho
Couuty Hoard.
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These Two Hen Will Head the Demo-

cratic Ticket to Be Nominated
on Saturday.

Gahan Has a Clear Lead for the Nomina-

tion for the Fat County

Treasurership,

While the Popular North Side Judge Will
Be Uiianimously Named for

the Shrievalty.

Justice James C. Martin Appears to Have the
Lead for the County

Judgeship,

But the Rest of the Ticket, Except Quinn
for Probate Olerk, Is

Guesswork.

George Kersten will he, the Demo-
cratic nominee for Sheriff,' unless all
signs fall, and a strong candidate tie
will be.

He is respected ly every ono who
knows Iilni.

.Thos. Gillian will to tho Democratic
iiomlneo for County Treasurer.

James A. Qiiluu will be tho Demo-
cratic nominee for Clerk of the Probate
Court.

Thomas Kdgnr Is tho strongest man
mentioned for County Clerk.

George lMniamon or Peter Klolbavm
will bo named for President of the
County Hoard.

John C. Schubert will bo nominated
for Clerk of the Criminal Court.

James II. McDonald, James J. Gray
and Henry Stuvkiirt will bo nominated
for County Assessors.

.Fred K. Kid red Is almost certain of
tho nomination for tho Hoard of Re-

view.
James C. Martin will bo named for

County Judge.
W. D. Ctirtln, John T. Counery, John

McCormlek, Joseph P. Junk uud Prank
II. Hcbnrd aro probable winners for
County Commlsslnncrshlps.

In n nutshell, the City Unit crowd
will control tho convention from pres-
ent appearances.

Mayor Harrison announced that he
would not nnmo the twelve members or
tho Hoard of Educntlon until the meet-
ing of the Council July 11. Ho hns a
score of applications for appointment.
Thcro aro luillcntlons that ho has al-

ready chosen a majority of tho dozen,
nnd that tho presidency of the board
will bo given Graham II. Harris. The
otlleo of Is snld to have
beeu offered' to Thomas Gallagher.

No resignations other than those or
Trustees Hnllo and Gresluim hnvo been
received by Mayor Harrison. That or
Trusteo Gresham, It Is said, will bo no- -

ceptod, but ho will bo reappointed.
President Halle's resignation reached
tho Mayor hist Saturday as a sequel to
tho attempt made at the lust meeting of
tho board Prldny night to elect a new
superintendent of schools,

Tho board met and a ballot showed
ton votes for Superintendent I.nno to
eight for Prof. E. Henjiimln Andrews
of Hrown University. Tho nbsenco of
Mr. Trude led Mr. Cusnck to announce
that ho would bo present nt tho night
meeting, and that Mr. Trudo would
vnto for Mr. Lime. Mr. Trudo failed,
howovcr, to make his appearance,

Tho trustees whoso terms expired
with tho last meeting of tho board were
Trude, Cusnck, Harper, Pottlbone,
Schneider, Hull nnd Prnkc. Tho friends
of Trudo nnd Schneider aro confident
of their reappointment.

Among thoso whoso claims aro being
urged on tho Mayor are non. Andrew
J, Ryan, S, P. Shopo, Francis S. Pea-bod-

James P. McMnhon, 0. R. Will-lee-

Frank II. Hcbnrd, 0. R. Corwith,
W. D. Kerfoot, A. O. Slaughter, Mar-

tin Rycrson, Rudolph Sclfcrt, Austin
O. Soxtou and Mrs, P. J. O'Kcofo. Tho
appointment of Mr. McMnhon Is re-

garded as foregone.
Tho result of tho school census hns

beeu mado public by Superintendent
Fitzgerald. Tho population of tho city
Is given ns 1,831,088. This is an ln-

creaso of 251,170 over 1800, of 400,000
over 1804 nnd of 800,000 over 1800.
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Secrotnry W. A. B. Graham of tho
School Board will loso his Job If Mayor
Harrison can And tho means of annull-
ing his recent Although
Mr. Andrews has notified Mayor Harri-
son that ho will accept tho superinten-
dent-, If elected, prcssuro is being
brought on tho Mayor to provent his se-

lection. Somo prominent Democrats
nro pointing to tho home-rul- e doctrlno
to which tho Democrats wero pledged
at Sprlugfleld.

Hon. John P. O'Mallcy will be tho
Democratic cnndldnto'for tho Legisla-
ture lu tho Twenty-thir- d district.

The best citizens of tho wholo West
Side aro unanimously of tho opinion,
that Hon. Prank W. Young should bo
elected Judgo of tho Superior Court.
Mr. Young, they say, Is the right man
for tho place, and tho services he has
rendered the Democratic party lu tint
past entitle him to a Democratic nom-
ination this time. Mr. Young hns re-

ceived the positive assurance from cer-
tain North and South Side leaders that
they will bring lu their delegations for
him. The Twelfth ward, like tho First,
Is pledged to Mr. Young, and he will
have the undivided support of the solid
and unbroken West Side. Mr. Pruuk

Y. Young Is a sound lawyer, ami bus
been truthfully styled "ono of Nuturo'H
noblemen." He Is well poised, of affa-
ble disposition, and when elected
Judge can bo relied upou to treat his
brother lawyers as If they wero human
beings.

Hon. Harvey T. Weeks Is to be ap-
pointed u member of tho Library
Hoard, and wo uro glad to leant that
Mayor Harrison hns decided to reap-
point non. S. T, Gundersnu, who has
made a most elllcleut member of tho
board.

The Mayor cannot select a better
man for the School Hoard than Hon.
Andrew J, Ryan, tho well-know- n law-
yer.

Hon. A. O. Slaughter, tho well-know-

banker nud broker In the Chamber of
Commerce Hiilldlug, has many Influen-
tial friends who would like to hnvo
Mayor Harrison appoint him to tho
School Hoard, If Mr. Slaughter Is
named, his appointment will bo a first-clue- s

one from every standpoint.

Tho peoplo of Oak Park pay larger
gas bills than tho people of any town
of Its nlze In the country.

CMjut. Win. P. Hindi's uomliintioii for
Judge of tint Superior Court nunus
thotiMiuds of votes for tho Democratic
ticket.

Tho Hoard of Education at Kansas
City, Mo., as long ago as Inst Oefolter,
unanimously adopted McMnster's
School History of tho United Stutea
for use In the public schools of Kansas
City.

Phil Knopf Is In hard lines. It Is
claimed that tho Republicans nro now
sorry they nomlnnted him, ns they con-
sider him a dead load on their couuty
ticket.
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