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CAN “BUNPY”

BILLINGY TELL?

—— i —

People Are Anxious fo Learn What the
- Gas Trust Horseman Enows

About

Things.

The Sangamon County Grand Jury Should

and Ask Him

Some (Questions.

P ———

A Noble Millionaire, Whose Principal Occupa-
tion Is Fast Driving in Chicago
and New York,

Might Be Relieved if Called to Springfield

Upon Official

“Bumps" Bllllngs, the head of the
Gas Trust, should be ealled before the
Springield grand jury,

He should e nskeéd to tell, It he
knows, who the agents of the Trust
were at Springfleld,

He should e asked concorning the
pession of 1807 as well as the sesslon
of 180D,

There aré¢ numerous questions, over
800 In number, which he should be ask-
ed to answer and which will be framed
up for the State In case It decldes to
summon the BICity Dowlevarl-Won-
der.

Why doesn’t the Baxter committes
ask "Bumps" Billlngs some questions?

“Bumps” Billlugs will be the most
talked of man in Nlinols before n year
Ppasses over us,

The profits of the “Bumps” Billings
gnn gang In Chicago must be something
enormous, Judging from what thelr iml-
tators make In other cltles, A dispateh
sf0 the Tribupe from Cluclnuatl sayn:
*The Clocinnatl Gos Company can sell
gas ot 75 cents 0 thousand feet or at §
rents o thousand feet and the price It
tharges will be all profit. The hy-pro-
fucts more than pay for the cost of pro-
fuciug the gos,

“These facts hove been révealed In
the lnst week's gos agltation, and they
etome from the hooks of the Clnclnnatl
Gas Compuny. ‘They have been unla-
tentlonally set forth by Attorney War-
rington, the chlef counsel for the gas
company, and M, M. White, president
of the Fourth Natlonnl Bank, generally
reported to he the heaviest Individund
holder of gox xtovk In Cinclunatl,

“The statements were made by War-
rington In his speech and by White In
an lnterview ju a local newspaper.

“Bumps" Billlngs' gang hax notified
the elty authoritles that it will leave the
strects In darkness by shutting off the
gas, If Its exorbitant bills nre not pald,
In view of the fact that “Bumps" Bil.
lngs' gang pays nothing for the use
of the streets; that It tears up pave
ments with impunity, ngd that 1t is o
virtual trespasser, this threat to Injure
Chleago onght to awanken the people to
a fever of Indignation,

The South Park Board has the thanks
of the whole community for shutting
the antomobiles out of the south parks
and boulevards,

The Bouth Park Board Is right In ve-
fusing to allow the chenp Jolin fellows
who are getting up the “Stadium’™ to
place it In the Lake Park. These cheap
“biuslness men” have no property of
thelr own as a rule, and wonld like to
got everything belonging to the public,

AR,

A cheaper lot of skates than the nn-
Jorlty of the fellows enguged In getting
up the October “Stadium” would be
hard to find,

Mgt

“Bumps" Billngs shonld be glven the
clty hnll and the water works, He now
has the streets,

We don't hear much about “Bumps"
Billings' tnx schedule,

So patent was t!a process for the

protection of corporations lu the Forty-
first Genernl Assembly that even the
old-thmers who have seen mleek work
done in the palmiest days of leglslative
boodliug stood aghnst at the bare-
Aaced effrontery with which matters
wére conducted this tlme. True, the

Testify.

Business or to

orgnnization was a smmall one, but thot
made it nll the more Incumbent upon
the coparceners to do work holdly, de-
finntly amd thovoughly. In no cnse was
« the spivit, energy aund ability of the
little gang which ran things In the lnst

Leglslature more consplenously  dis-
plnyed than In the protection of the
notorlous Chlengo Gas Trast In com-
mittee, It beoame ovident to overy-
body from an early stage of the pro-
coodings at Npringfield that the con-
trolling clique In the Leglslature bad
unde up Its mind to stamp out at any
cont every effort in the shape of pro-
posed legislation to curtall any of the
prevogatives or emolinzuents of this mo-
nopoly, or to rescue the people from Its
grinding enactions,

It Ix the privilege of The Eagle, and
It In glad to exercise Ity to expose bit
by bit the detadls by which this con-
sapiracy ngalnst the taxpayers of Chi-
ciigo was earried ont in regard to the
Gan Trust, and the bhills vegulating the
Iuslniess of that monopoly mangled o
destroyel,

It Is not generally known that when
the committees of the House of Repre-
sentatives were formed and announced
by Speaker Bherman, it was  under-
stood that these bodHes were framed
with an eye single to the Interests of
the blg corporntions of Chleago and of
the Btate of Hlinols, This was notorl-
ously the ease In reference to the Gas
Trust, It I stnged on the very best of
anthorlty that the representatives of
the Gas Trust were glven an opportun-
Ity to lnspect the lsts of the proposed
connmitiees before they were even pre-
sented in the House,

Tt I =ald, however, In the sme con-
roction, that somebody blundered In
tegard to the matter, nnd that afier the
cotnmittee got to working severnl cor-
poratlon “regulntors” found thelr way
to the front In the committees nml ap-
penrad to be Hable to come out Into the
Houwse with a favorable recommendn-
tlon,

Then o very unusunl thing ocenrrad,
Hpeaker SBhermnn  suddenly  became
convinesd that the committees needed
enlnrging. This idea never ocenrrsd to
the wise aud learned gentloman from
MeDonough County who presided over
the destinles of the House until atfier It
was found that notwithstanding all the
enre that had been taken In the selec-
tHon of the commilttoes, partlcularly
ihose on rallromds and munlelpal cor-
porations, those bhodles were not dome
Inated by the corporations, A number
of measures framed for the express
purposes of Hmlting the powers of cor-
tuln comblines ad of doing nway with
extortlons were pushed forward with
nlarming rapldity In some of the more
Important committess which had been
regarded as absolutely safe,

There was consternation all along the
lne, The monopolies avere at thelr
wits' ewds, Tt looked as If all the fat
was In the five. The Gas T'rust was
one of those most partleularly peys
turbidd,  Severnl sovere  “regulistors”
vitally nffecting the vrecelpts of that In-
stitution were on the tapls, and the
men back of them were evidently deter-
mined to push them to o final passage,
There were ju addition to the frontage
repeal bill a measure fixing G0 cents per
thousand cuble feet as the minimum
price for lluminating ges, the Me-
Goorty bl for mualeipal lighting of
the city, and others of equal lmport.
ance to the trust, and also to the tax-
payers,

There was nothing for it but to
amend the defects In the formation of
the committees, 8o a fow short weekn
before the adjournment of the sesslon
Spenker Bherman announced to the
House that It would be necessary to In-

crease the membership of several of the

HON. RUDOLF BRAND.

The New .President of the United States Browers'

e
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commitiees, At first the |||auc:ii|||1'-
ment caused general surprise, nd ov-

enuse for the change. Plausible ren-
sons were assigned, but at last  1he
Bpenker's official nnd ostensible renson
beeame publie property.
out that certaln West Slde Republivan
pollticlans were dissatisfled wlth the
nnke-up of the committees hocanse o
few of thelr protegex and ward workers
Haed not been put upon the “good" com-
mittees,  Now, when the fact I8 tnken

the Leglslature was practieally over,

Lndd pawsed, It will be seen how little
there wis to this very thin excuse, The
disgruntled “outsiders” say the change
was declded upon when 1t wawn (Hxcov-
ered that the corporntion bllls were all
likely to be recommended for passage,
and  that the Individonls who were
fixed upon as the materlal with which
to Increase the membership of the com-
mittees were all pllant tools who could
e counted upon to answer the whip
and do the bldding of the corporations,
Certaln it In that from the date of the
chnnge in the committees nll talk of the
blg corporntion bills dled, It was too
Iate 1o keep back the gas frontage pe-
peal DHL as that mensure had been
foreed so far to the front that It could
not be stopped In committes,

The Engle has told how It wis innlly

the Inst days of the session,
blll regulating the price of gas to con-

Goorty's munielpal Ughtlng W1, and so
were hnlf a dozen other equally usetul
mensures. |

The Eagle has In lts possesslon the
detndls of “the seances” that took plaee
In a certaln hotel in Hpringticld over
these additlons to the committees,

Mhis paper has the nnmes of the -
dividuals who during four long weeks
“lnhored" with Bpeaker Bhermnn over
the matter. It will make Interesting
reading for the taxpayers of Chileago.

Sutfice It to sny that the syndiente
felt exceedingly happy and very com-
fortable over the entive business. No
much so, Indeed, that on the cloxing

Jollittentlon, at which a presentation of
costly sliver services, sparkling dla-
wowds, pretty compliments and n gen-
eral throwing of bouquets took place
among the members of the select few?
The detalls of this glovifieation are at
hand. They have been supplied to The
Eagle by members of both houses who
saw the costly presents glven to the
preslding officers of the House and of
the Benate, while they stood by sad on-
lookers with empty pockets and heavy
hearts, These detalls will form portions
of the next chapter on the dolngs of the
famous Forty-tirst General Assembly
and the relation of the same to the Ohl-
cogo Gas Trust,

Aldermau Charles ¥, Brown of the

Twentleth Ward 1§ belng boomed by

sumers  was  smothered, so wps M- |

orybody was making inquiries as to the |

It wan glven |

Into conskderntion that the sessdon of |

awd thnt most of the opportunities for
“dolng busluess" in “the regulnr way™ |

hin many felewds for the Democratle
nontnation for Coroner nest veny.
|

My, Osenr Norton, the famons Fox |
Lake teapper, gulde and figherman, will
pHot i large party of Chleago gentle. |
men through the wilds of Northern'|
Minnesotn In October, Mr. Norton
reapped for years ou the hend witors
of the Misslssippl.

“Bumpa”™ Billlngs has become qulie
o noted charneter In Chivago,

“Bumps” Billings hus not  instilled |
very mueh confildence Into the pubile |
when the stock of the tas Trost s |

[ quoted at nine polnts less than®it was |

strangled on the floor of the House lu |
But the |

dnys of the sesslon there was o public | seheduling all the States and terelios

two months ago,
nEnnger,

“Bumps™ Is o poor |

The tlp s ont that Willlam R. Moyl
son will recenter Democeatle ranks il
the Btte next year amd make a fight o
£o to the natlonal convention as o deles
giutes 1t I8 also elabned by some of his
friends In the southern part of the 8iate
that he I8 anxlons to enter the race
Tor the United Btotes Benate In ease
of a Demoveatle Leglslature In 1061,

Setiator Marens A, Hanna gives It ns
hils opinlon that Willinm J, Breyan will
not he renominnted, that MeKinley and
Plobart will, but refuses (o express an
opinion on a probable aotl-trust plank |
In the platform,

Dy Dy Healy, in an estimate of John
It Tanner's strength in Cook Connty,
glves the Goveroor all the delegates
from the Tenth Ward, and g gomd
vitmber  feom the Seventh, Elghth,
Ninth,  Eleventh, ‘Twaoltth, Twenty-
seventh, ‘Twenty-ninih, Thictieth, Thir-
ty=aest, Phivey-thded, amd Thivey-fonrth
ad the conntry towaos  Nearly all
of this is what I8 kuown as “Lorimey
tereitory.”  He also belleves  Lloyd
Bilth will get some Touner delogatos
in Lake View,

Governar Tanner, on the recominen-
dntlon of the Riate Board of Livestock
Comnrmissloners, Issued o proclamation

rles, other than the State of 1linols,
of the United States and all foreign
vountries, of the existence among dairy
il birceding enttlp of tuborcnlosls, He
prohiblied the lmportation into  this
State of all datry anid breeding catile
until they shnll have been tested with

tubercully,

For the twelve months ended July 1
Ohleago has contributed In vound fig-
ures to the warsevenue tax a lttle
mautter of $7,000,000, The government
revenues from all sources derlved In
Chicago for the twelve months as re-
ported by Collector Coyne ave $15,000,-
000, Collector Coyne nlso reports that
the opening of the Behufeldt distillery
and the sale of wulsky was responsible
for £1,500,000 which was added to the

#Association.

Income of the revenue offiee for the
year, The greatest proportion of reve-
nue for war purposes was  recelved
from the beer Interests, This propor-
tion was over 40 per ¢ent, of the total
wardnx recelpts,  The next best source
of  war Income was documentary
stitmps,  Colleetor Coyne notes the foact
that generally speaking the war tax
was pald cheerfully and ungradgingly.

Mayor lHarvison L likely o reorgan-

ze the Civil Berviee Commisslon by
July 1. Several chunges are conten-
plated in the personnel of the commis-
slon nud the stafl? of examiners. Com-
mlssloner Ludwig sent In his vesigna-
tion to the Mayor two months ago, It Is

{ %l the Mayor will deelde to aceept It

on July 1, the day President Lind-
blom's term will explre, At the thne
My, Ludwlg sent In his resignation the
Mayor asked Joseph Downey If ke
woulil ke to serve as the Republican
member  of  the commlission, Mr.

Downey declined to serve, and the
Mayor determined to walt. Sloee Ilwui
the eutente cordlule between My, Lind- |
Dlom and My, Ludwlg has not been re-
stored, amd 1t 18 lUkely the Presldent
will refuse another term becnuse the
work has become digagreenble to him.

Commissloner Carroll will remain on
the board, B, M. Winston, brother of
Dudley Winston, former President of
the commission, has been mentloned nx
the Demoerat 1o succeed Mr, Lind-
Blenn,

The commission helped Chief Kipley
Tuesdny (n his fight agalnst politieal
pull on the foree by Issuing an order
that ne vehearings of cases settled hy
the pollve teial board will be allowed
In futnre uuless It 18 shown wrltten
Charges have been filed, "he politlelans
huve usually bestoged the ehiof for re-
livnrings In order to save the sealps of
the ofending policemen.

Muyor Harrison gave out the dietum
Tuesdny that he would support Chlef
Kipley ngninst the politiclnns who want
his head because he teansferved thely
pets without ysking thelr permission,
This caused dismay among the politl-
clins, and every one of them Immedi
niely began to dselalm any interfer-
ence with the ehlef In ovder 1o save
thele own heads,  Chlef Kipley stamp-
ol as untrae Uy vamor that insubor-
diwtion had brdken out In the detee-
tive department, nud that Captain
Colleran's friends had been trying to
mnke trouble, The chief sald that
Captain Colleran and his men had done
splendld  work during the last two
months, and that there was absolutely
no frietlon between them,

We notlce that the usual clalm Is be-
ing made by sundry statesmen that
they are about to “do up" Robert B,
Burke and Mayor Harrison. The Eagle
still bets its money that Burke and
Harrlson will wipe them all out,

Judge Tuley's advice to the Democ-
racy Ia good,

A RECORD OF CROOKEDNESS.

The Lately Adjourned lllinois Legisla-
ture Made One Which Will
Be Hard to Beat.

Gas Trust Crooks Had Their Own Way in

Fixing Up

Their Bad

Schemes,

And the Barefaced Way in Which the Coin
Was Distributed Among
Members

Will Bring Some of

the Gang to Justice

Before Another Year
Goes By.

—

At an early stage In the Forty-first
General Assembly the Hon, Johin P,
MeGoorty, of Cook, Introduced n bill
providing for munlelipal ownership of
publie utilities in Chicago. This bill
Was so framed that, should It pass nnd
become n law, Itx Immediate effect
wounld be the lighting of the streets by
the clty Instead of by the greedy and
grasplng Gas Trust,

Rimnltaneously with the introduction
of the bill, Mr. MctGoorty gave out an
Interview for the press, In which he
polntedout that the electrie plant of the
city of Chleago had been Increased
fourfold since the advent of the pres-
ent  Demoeratle elty  administration,
awd that If the bill became a lnw the
streets would be lighted by the clty
electrieal plant from one end to the
other. There would be nothing left for
private contract llghting but a few
very remote and outlylng distriets on
the western and southern outskirts of
the clty,

The bill and the accompanylng state-
ment fell like n bombshell In the eamp
of the corporation conspirators,

It produced consternatlon in  the
clique which had for its parnmount ob-
Jeut the safegunrding of the Interests
of the Gas Trust, the ment combine,
and the eallroad awd sleeping car com-
punles,

It was doubly direful In Its effects
from the fact that there was Just then
a red-hiot munielpal enmpalgn In prog-
ress In Chleago, and munlelpal owner-
ship was one of the burning questions
In that enmpaign,

Mr, MeGoorty amnd his large Domo-
eratle followlng In the House were the
acknowledged representatives of the
Harrlson ndministration in the Leglisla-
ture. The Intraductlon of the bill
showed that Mayor Harvlson was
practlieal worker In the field of wanlel-
pal ownership, It was eminently calon-
Inted not only to ke the wind ont of
the salls of the Republican  stalking
horse—Altgeld—hut it was a moeasure
&0 popular with the general publie that
the Iepublican Legislature at Spring-
fleld dare not go on recond ns belng op-
posed to It

A repregentative of the Gas Trust, a
man delegated by the corporation loh-
byist, who worked the wires at the
Clilengo  emd, promptly wande hils ap-
penranee at the State Capltol,

He beenme excecdingly bhusy, consult-

Ing hourly whh the members of  the
Sennte syndleaty,
Ieowas agroed on all sldes  that It

would never do for the Bpeaker to kil
this mensure with the gavel, Nelther
woulidl it do to try to shelve It or choke
it off In committee, for MeGoorty was
ot the man to stand that sort of non-
LR TETLR

Itowas this measure amnd these consld-
erations that tirst ereated the necessivy
for the hivlng of the onter elrele In the
Sennte,  The “cheap skate" Benators,
us the memwbers of the outer elrele were
called, devoutly thanked thelr stars for
the Introduction of the MeGoorty bLill,
a8 they regavded It os the st mceas-
ure that disarranged the plans of the
syndlcate to sueh an extent as to ren-
der outslde asslstance necessary, The
#0000 aplece for the cheap skates
might never have been fortheomlng
were It not for this formidable meass
ure; at least that was the bollef then,
and It continues to be 8o In the minds
of most of the outslders up to date.

After much cogltation and many con-
ferencos and consultatious, It was de-
¢lded that the exigencles of the Chl-
cago electlon demanded the passage of
the bill throngh the House. The plan
after that was to kil the bill in the
Senate us soon nx the election was over,

This program was adhered to almost
to the letter,

MeGoorty foreed the bill through the
House,© The Republiean clique In that
chamber did not offer much opposition,
They dared not; so it was passed by
the lower chamber. But when it got
over to the Sennte It was relegated to
the Committee on Munielpal Corpora-
tions. In that body It was quletly and
effectually smothered,

It was sent buck with the recommen-
dation that It lle on the table, and it
was lnld on the table, and it lies there
yor,

Thix bill wonld have been, If passed,
one of the most useful measures for the
cltlzens of Chicngo that was ever Intro-
duced In an Hlnols Leglslature, It
woukld have saved the taxpayers of Chi-
cago thousands upon thousands of dol-
lars: it woull hnve served to provide o
fund wherehy the streets could have
been cleaned, the pavements kept In
goorl order, nnd the sldewalks put In
decent conditlon.

The trouble was, however, that It
would have diverted hundreds of thou-
sands of dollurs annually from the cof-
fors of the greedy Chlengo Gas Trust,

For that reason it was doomed to
death. For that reason It was done to
death by the Infamous Senntorinl Hyn-
dicaie, which got n fabulous sum of
money for protecting the rasts and
monopolies of Hinols, and the outep
clrele of Benators who got S5,000 ench
for betraying the rights of the peaple
and erawling on thelr belllos before the
corporations of this Ste,

Last week The Eagle dotalled how
and wien these lntrer got thelr wages
of Infamy, Later it will toll WHERE
the money was pald, and at the proper
thme and o the proper offlelal it wil
fell 1Y WHOM It was pakd.

It is In o position o teaee the corrnp-
tHon fund from the very coffers of the
corporations to the hands of the vet-
eran member of the Benate who dished
out moest of It to his coparceners,

The Eagle ean also deslgnate the vot-
erin member of the House who handed
ont the coln to the seloct ellque in that
chamber, This man. Is an adept in the
work, but he hiag not been eaveful o
covering up his tracks of late,

In hils ol days he has become grooily
aml avariclons, e held out on the
boys st tlme, and there 15 a bue and
ery mninst hine all over the Btate, The
Eagle has the statements of half a
doxen Cook  Conmty  members  who
clat he hogged the Cund put up for the
killlng of a b “vogulating” the Chi-
vitgo Btoek Yards, The mnin features of
this tronsaction are herewith glven as
an Hasteation of the methods by which
the corporations amd trugis woere tnken
i of I the Inst Leglslature,  Early
i the Leglslature two bills were tntro
dveed affecting the Interesis of  the
stock yods,  One was put In by Rep
resentutive Henonelbwerry, of Wil Couns
1y, the ather wis prosented by Repire-
sentitive White, of Mason County, The
Whilte B was the one most feared by
the stock yavils poople, 1t wis sent 1o
thee Comnulties on Bive Stock  amd
Pradeying, and o fund of fve hoandeed
dollars o wan For most of the membors
of that connnittee was put up and
placed In the hands of  the oldalme
meaher Cor disteibution ofter the Wil
wis kitled,

The BHE was Ko fo the commibttoes,
Bt the oldsthine weimber refused o dls-
gorge,  He pald eleven members suims
ranglug from 150 10 3300 each; the
test got nothing,.  The olidstimer hog-
god all the pest for himsell, There are
men b Clleago tosdny who are ready
to go before the Sangumon gramd jury
amd give the faects to that body, as they
have given them to this paper, Avising




