
r

VOLUME XX.

1HT UW 11 ST SUFFEL

Wbile Other Institutions Whose Poll Is

Somewhat Stronger Escape Their
Inst Taxes,

" Bumps" Billings' Pet the Home Savings,
Gets Off with a Merely Nominal

Assessment.

But as It Was Not Taxed at All Last
Year, This Is

Some of the Leading Banks, Like the First
National, Also Show Strange

Figures,

While Banks Suffer Whose Officers Obey the
Letter and Spirit of the

Law.

"Humps" Billings' Imnk, (ho Home
Savings, did not pay a dollar's worth of
taxes InHt year.

Because "Bumps" Billings wan rrcsl-de- nt

of It, 1lu Assessor overlooked It.

It l singular what a habit tho As-

sessors always have liad of ovorlookluK
property belonging to tho head mid
front, horns nud tentacles of the On
Trust, "Bumps" Billing.

This year "Bunips" Billings' hnnk Is
assessed an being worth only $20,000!

Think of that!
Under n reform law thin noted Insti-

tution, established for years and pre-

sided over by the multi-millionai-

head of tho Ous Trust Is ouly valued,
stock and furniture, deposits and cash
on hand and nil property of all klndH
belonging to it, at 20,000!

What u commentary!
But while "BumpH" Billings' Imnk In

let off thus easily It Is not the only
one.

The notorious First National Is again
Imlluo with Its usual methods.

Notwithstanding tint fact that It car-

ries $10,000,000 hi deposits alone and
as many millions more In securities, It
schedules all of Its assets at $042,200.

Then aro many decent and honest
banks which suffer In consequence.

The reader's attention Is Invited to
the facts which follow, all of which
speak louder than words.

The following tablo shows the assess-
ed valuations In 181)8 and those llxed
this year, taxes on which the Chicago
banks will be required to pay:

Asxcsxed. Assessed
value, value,

National bank-s- 181)8. 1800.
America $152,000 279.B70
Bankers 100,000 203,080
Commercial 1IM.000 380,042
Corn KM-liniig- .. . 201,000 378.42S
Chicago 101,000 100,301
Contlmutal 300,000 451,720
Hi overs 31,244 77,472
First of Chicago. . 407,t)0O 042.2M
First of Eiiglewnod .1,000 21,027
Fort Dearborn.... 57,500 105,151
Lincoln 20,000 30.274
Merchants 210,000 487.724
Metroplltan 201,000 571,714
Hank of the Itcmib 07.000 207.431
I.Ive Stock ...... . 1 50.000 1102.7M1

Northwestern .... 154,000 278,080
Oakland 7,000 77,017
Union 185,000 410,221

State ami other banks-Amer- ican

T. Jc S. 75,000 213,025
Bunk of Com 35,000
Hank of Montreal. 85,000 1)0,004
Bunk or N. Scotia. 40,000 23,270
Chandler Mtg. Co 43,420
Chicago City 0,000 41,487
Foreman Bros.... 35,000 100,238
Harden City 40,000 105,23.!
Hibernian 25,000 07,702
Home Havings 20,507
Illinois T. V S. . . . 350,000 NttJHKl
L. Mayer & Hon.. 3,000 0,031
Merchants 1,. & T 200,000 (102,040
Milwaukee Avenue 00,440
Northern T. Co. . . 120,000 320,1(10
N.W. Harris ic Co 25.000 37,282
Pialile Kta(e.,. , 48,500
Hoyul Trust 40,000. ,118,044
State link of Clil. (15,000 142,300
State Bank of

West Pullman 5,800
Union Tljlst 50,000 280,200
western state.... 10,000 r4,:

Totals fi.8lMI.744 $8,IM8,003
Tho treatment which some of the

banks have received Is shameful.
Vice President Frederick L. Wllk, of

tho Union Trust Company, appeared
before the Board of Assessors wltti a

vigorous complaint ngnlnit the assess-men- t
us llxed on that bank. The nmoiiut

upon which the bank Is required to pay
a tax tills .war Is 1280,200. The tax It-

self on the expected 5 per cent, basis
would be 1)114,010. Last year the Union
Trust Company paid a tax of $0,100 on
u $50,000 assessment.

Mr. Wllk protested that the vulua;
tiou or $u,uu was excessive ami Kept
tho attention of the assessors for near-
ly two hours In an argument to have
the amount reduced. At the conclusion
of the executive session at which Mr.
Wllk was heard the assessors stated
that the banker's efforts hud been
without effect in procuring a revision
of the assessment. The assessors told
Mr. Wllk that they had treated his
bank as they had treated tliu others;
that they assessed the capital, surplus
and undivided protlts ou the tlgures as
furnished by the bunk, uud they could
make no change.

The ground of objection by the bank-
er was that the assessors made mi arbi-
trary rule wheu they llxed the basis of
bank assessments on the capital, sur-
plus nud undivided protlts. lie con-

tended that they should take notice of
the earning power of the bank stock.

"The Union Trust Company Savings
Bank has a capital and surplus of
$1,500,000," said Mr. Wllk, "and only
$4,500,000 of deposits. There are other
banks In Chicago which have the samu
capital and surplus and $30,000,000 of
depuslts. I Insist the bank having the
larger deposits has a greater earning
power, and that should be the guide.
Your board has raised our bank 400
per cent, over last year, while other
banks have been raised ouly 5 per cent,
nud the highest, except ours, 270 per
cent. You have assessed us nearly six
times as high as lost year."

"Wasn't a $50,000 assessment last
year much less than, was equitable or
right?" asked Assessor Miller.

"Not under my view of tho proper
method of making the assessment,"
answered Mr. Wllk. "You say your ob-

ject Is to raise 'more revenue under the
new luw mid to make the big fellows
pay their fair share of the taxes. Last
year, by my tlgures, there wns asses-
sed $3,584,500 on twenty-si- x banks,
and the uniouut of taxes raised was
$430,340. This year you have fixed an
iisscsscd value of $8,001,000 ou the
same number of banks ami raise ouly
ji404,550, or $20,000 less. The tax you
ask the Union Trust Company to pay
Is two uud a half times as much as last
year and 15 per cent.'of the net Income
of the bank."

When Vice President Wllk left the
rooms of the assessors he was some
what wurm. "I didn't expect to get
Into such a hot argument," h said,
"but I think the assessors haven't
treated my bank right. There are oth-

ers who aro In the same boat. .The
Western State, the Hibernian nud
Foreman Bros. What they will do 1

don't know, but I shall appeal to the
Board of BuvloW for relief."

There Is a great kick In Democratic
circles over tho fact that some mem-

bers of the special committee uppoint-e- d

to try certain members of tho Demo-crutl-

County Central Committee for
treason, aro not themselves members
of the County Central Committee. It
is very hard iudeed to hco how men
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who do not Itelong to mi organisation
can try men who do belong to It for
violating Its rules.

Mayor Harrison acted nobly In with-
drawing his opposition to Mr. Albert
(I. Lane when he found that the
charges against that gentleman were
unfounded. Mr. Lane bus the love and
reipect of a majority of tho people oi
Chicago, and the Mayor has also the
love and respect of the same majority
for always doing the manly thing when
necessary.

W. A. S. Orulium, the last, cog In the
Cusack machine In the school systcu
of Chicago, lias been removed. He has
been succeeded by Mr. Louis C. negner,
u very couiH'teut and popular man.
Mr. F.dward M. LahllT, who was men-

tioned In last week's Fugle for the
(Iridium vacancy, could have had the
place If lie wished It, but he would not
take It under any circumstances, Fur-
thermore, Mayor Harrlsou would not
permit him to leave the position of
Mayor's secretary, which lie tills to the
great satisfaction of everybody.

The (las Trust persists In maintain-
ing old, wornout mid leaky gus mains,
to the great Injury of the health and
happiness of the people of Chicago.

There Is said to lie $35,000 each in It
tor live of the aldermen who are work,
lug "P the Calumet Western scheme.

The Calumet Western Is the Ilrst
"good tiling" this Council has struck.
Remember the men who vote for It.

Fred Henderson, 122lJncolu avenue,
was selected Tuesday night by the
Twenty-llrs- t Ward Republicans for
County Central Committeeman. The
meeting was presided "over by Justice.
Woods. The contestants for the po-

sition of committeeman were Hender-
son, Charles K. Krby and August Luu-dalt- l.

The annual picnic of tho Chicago Ty-

pographical I'ulou No. 10 Will be held
at Tuxedo Parle .ntly 4. The grove will
he Illuminated at night and music will
be furnished by (Jearen's Orchestra.
Some of the Cultures of the picnic will
bo dancing, boys' race, potato race,
young women's race, three-legge- d race,
sack race, married ladles' race, fat
men's race, free for all 100 yards men
mid fifty yards women, baseball, bi-

cycle race and a cake walk. Suitable
prizes will be provided for all contests.

Chicago men want to Introduce Amer-
ican blinking methods In the Philip-
pines. A. L. Dewar, J. L. Fulton, K.
It. Bliss, Joseph II. Strong mid J. L,
Bay have applied to the Comptroller of
tlie Currency for permission bi organ-
ize the "National Bank of .Manila,"
with u capltul of $200,000. The authorl- -
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HON. FRED L. WILK,
President of the "Jiiion Trust Company,

tv

ty has not yet been granted, but the
Chlcugonus declare they are ready to
tliiauce tho enterprise as soon as a
charter Is given them. A. L. Wright
and T. A. Busby, of Chicago, have also
asked Comptroller Dawes for a license
to Incorporate the "First National
Rank of Muulla." It Is understood
neither application will Im considered
until hostilities cease.

The Times-Heral- d struck n popular
chord when It roasted our rotten base-
ball team.

People who think that bhseball Is
played on I lie square nowadays are
away behind the times.

Collector Coyne wl.. have eight p'ues
of Deputy Collectors to till In the In-

ternal Revenue Department of Illinois
under the President's recent elvll-ser-vic- e

order. The otllclal uotlie of ex-

emptions has arrived ami it lets out
ouly Deputy Collectors. Of the eigh-
teen employed In tills district only
eight are Democrats, and these will be
dropped tor Republicans.

Mr. F. D. Meaclinm, of the Board of
Review, is considered a strong man to
nominate lor Coventor of Illinois. Tho
Eleventh Ward delegation will go to
the State convention solid for Meacli-
nm for (lovernor. and it Is claimed that
his personal friend, Fred M. Blount,
has promised Mr. Meaclinm a solid
State delegation from the Twelfth
Ward. Besides being a member of the
Board of Review, to which olllce he
was elected by u most Muttering vote,
Mr. Mttichuni Is one of Chicago's most
popular and solid business men, his
firm being that of Mcachmu & Wright,
leaders in hydraulic and Imported ce-

ments, wllli olllees In the Chamber of
Commerce Building.

The Twenty-fourt- h Ward is getting
everything nowadays. Frederick It,
Babcock, a member of the law II rm of
Winston tc Meagher. Is mentioned as a
probable appointment to the Board of
Kdiicntlon. lie is a personal friend of
Mayor Harrison and a Republican In
politics. He lives In the Twenty-fourt- h

Ward at the Virginia Hotel.

Janies II, II. Van Cleave, Secretary
of the Republican State Committee and
State Insurance Superintendent, pass-e- d

through Chicago Monday on his way
to ids summer home and fishing
grounds at one of the Northern lakes.

Republican state headquarters at the
Oreat Northern are being refitted and
refurnished, and local workers are en-

thused over tho prospects of an curly
opening of the headquarters,

Janies II. Kckels, former Comptroller
of tho Currency, and prominent In tho
gold Democratic movement for three

years, believes silver will be tiie Issue
next year; thin llrynu will be renomi-
nated, mid that the end of both will
come wltli that campaign.

Oovcruor TnnnorwilfTenvo within a
week for Colorado to stay two months.
Lieutenant Oovcruor Northeott will
act as (lovernor during his absence,
and Incidentally promote Ids boom fori
reuoniliiatioii.

Theodore Nelson, Secretary of the
Democratic State Committee, Is away
on n trip to the Interior of the State oil
political matters.

Mayor Harrison is said to have de-

cided upon the following nersons for
appointment and reappointment to the
seiiooi jo:rii:

Thomas Breiiau,
D. R. Cameron,
Christian Meier,
Fredcilck S. Winston,
lleorge W. Clausseiilus.
School Board miiMdntments will mion

be made. Among the good people
iiukpu or are the rollowlug: Washing-
ton Porter, Miles J. Devlne. John T.
Conuery, Seymour Swarts, Charles C.
Stllwell, Frank II. Helmrd. A. C. Pow-er- s.

Ueorge W. Claussenius, Fritz
Ologaeur, Charles II. MeOruth, James
J. Townsend, Henry Mctiurren, Hen.
Robert J. Smith, lleorge S. Foster,
Robert Redtleld. Francis J, Sullivan,
.Tames Maher, W. O. .Tohuson, Joseph
P. Junk. .. P. Brosscau, Fritz Ooetz,
Arnold Heap and Mrs. Klla (1. Hull.

Memories of the famous Council
tight on the Calumet & Blue Inland
Railroad ordinance are coming back
since the determined tight made to
push (lie Calumet Western ordinance
through the Council Committee on
Streets mid Alleys, South. A

composed of Alderman Martin,
Boyd mid Watklus has been mimed to
Investigate the project. Alderman
Coughllii mid otheiH have already
charged thai the proposition l thor-
oughly greased."

Aldermen who value the good will of
the people should bent the Calumet
Western Railway oidliiauce.

Watch the Calumet Western. It Is

lough.

Calumet Western Is u good imniu for
a bad proposition.

"Rumps" Billings may run for Alder-
man himself next spring.

''Bumps" Billings Is facetious. Ho
bus called his fust trotting Iioimi
"Bumps," after himself,

"Bumps" Billings makes Ids colli hi
Chicago aud ppcuds It In New York,
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There Is relief In sight for the robbed
and people of Chicago.

Billings will no longer be
Kaiser.

The Supreme Court has decided that
the City Council lias the right to tlx
the price of public utilities supplied by
private persons or

Tills decision was made In the legal
contention of the Rogers Park Water

mid the city of Chicago.
The Rogers Park Water Is a

private water
to the people of Rogers Park, a portlou
of the city of Chicago.

Its rates were thought to be exor-
bitant, mid the people of Rogers Park

to the City Council for relief.
The City Council proccedd to fix the

rates to be charged consumers by the
Rogers Park Water

The Rogers Park Water
took the ground that the action of the
City Council was mi Inva-
sion of private lights ami to
tht courts.

After a long struggle the Supreme
Court litis decided In favor of the city.

In Its decision It holds that the City
Council can tlx the rates to lie charged
by all persons or soiling
public Utilities to the people.

This covers gas.
Inasmuch as the gas furnished by

the Trust does not cost It oyer two
cents per l.uoo feet, the public ought
to come In for a great reduction In the
gas bills.

At Monday night's Council meeting
Alderiuau Freeman K. Blake scut In

an ordinance ilxlug the price of
gas at 50 cents a 1 .000 cubic

feet, mid making It unlawful 10 charge
more than that price for gas Usui for
private or public purposes. The or-

dinance was scut to the riuiiucc Com
mil tee.

Tills is 11 move In the right direction
Alderiuau Illake lias the thanks off

his for making the move
he did.

Hillings has backed down
from his bullying attitude towards tliu
city.

A week ago he was going to shut off
the city's supply of light if the exor-
bitant bills of the (las Trust were not
paid.

The storm of which this
threat aroused

off of his perch.
The city's lights will not be, cut off

by Billings or any other
magnate like him.

The people of Chicago will stand a
great 'deal, but they will stand very
little uioro from the (ins Trust.

They that the city of Chi-
cago asked for relief from the lias
Trust of the last

The city asked tor to
build Its own gas plant.

it asked for to sell elec-

tric light to the people.
The (ins Trust went to

and had these measures killed.
How they were killed Is well known

to every one except Urn
County ( I rand Jury.

Two years ago tills same Has Trust
the passage of the Infamous

frontage law which forever forbade
with It in the streets of

Chicago.
Last spring It cinched Its hold on

Chicago by for

NUMBER 508.

TO FIX THE PRICE OF LIGHT.

Alderman Blake Introduces Resolu
tion Establishing Prices to Private

Consumers and the City.

Citizens Will Have Pay but Fifty Cents
per 1,000 Feet for

Gas,

While the City Will Get Its Gas for Thirty-- .
Ave Cents per 1,000

Feet.

The Supreme Court Decided Rogers Park
water case City Could Fix

Rates,

And Corporation Counsel Walker Says Be-
lieves There Doubt

Power.

down-trodde- n

"Bumps"

corporations.

Company
Company

corporation furnishing

appealed

Company.
Company

unwarranted
appealed

corporation

Illum-

inating

constituents

"Humps"

Indignation
contemptible frighten-
ed "Rumps"

"Bumps"

remember

Legislature.
permission

permission

Spiiiiglleld

Sangamon

purchased

competition

"procuring" legislation

bidding the elty to ever furnish Its citi-
zens with gas or electric light as pri-
vate consumers.

In view of these and some other well-know- n

facts, it .might be well for olll- -
litis connected with the Has Trust to

abstain from making too many threats.
The People might wake up.
When the People wake up thev are

dangerous.
But the city Is trying other menus of

liea ting the (fas Trust at Its own game.
Uiisollno makes a far better streetlight than gas.
It Is cheaper.
It Is easier to take care of.
Perhaps It was gasoline that the City

Mmncll hud In view when it passed tliu
following resolution uiimilmouslv on
June 1U:

Resolved, That the Comptroller be
mid he Is hereby directed to forthwith
advertise for proposals m K,t u,0
street lamps of the city with other ma-
terial than gas.

The Spiiiiglleld irrtniil Im-- ui.....i.i
call the following witnesses In regard to
(as, (.orporntiou and Warehouse leg-
islation, for the purpose of finding out
what they know:

Hillings.
J.. O. (ioddard.
J. Billings.
William Thiemann.
Ben Billings.
John M. Dauicll.
C. K. Billings.
Jnhies H. Paddock.
C. K. U. Hillings.
Charles Allen.
"Bumps" Billings.
L. y. Sherman,
Ben "Bumps" Bllllugs.
Joseph S. Schwab.
Chicago Kaiser Ons Bllllugs.
Karl Midler.
C. K. (I. Ben "Bumps" Billings.
Henry Hank IJvans.
Chicago Kaiser Has, Ben "Bumps"

Bllllugs.
Arthur II. I.eeper.
William L. Mounts,
Orvllle F. Berry.

Ask your Alderman how much ho
expects from the Calumet Western
deal.

"Bumps" Hillings should explain to
the public Just what ho ever gave for
the streets he claims to own,

"Humps" Hillings cares nothing for
Chicago, , If bis exorbitant bills are
not paid all the people In Chicago may
break their necks In the il.uk, for k'o
will turn out tho guH 011 them,

"Humps" Hillings Is lighting tho
Slate Inheritance tax duo 011 money
Hindu oil' the people of Chicago.
"Humps" Is lighting the city's right f
regulate Its lights. "Hump-.- " Is. light-
ing everybody.

Only 11 few aldermen me In op tho
Calumet Western Railway deal. Why
not take them all lit V

(ins Trust Akin will not be renomin-
ated for the otllco of Attorney Oeucriil
of Ulluultf.
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