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Old Mazer's Ham
By DAVID CHRISTIE MURRAY.
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CHAPTER XIV. (Conlliiul.)
"A iri-ll.- innrkpt .m'o brought your

plirx to. iiiIkh!" nmIiI Iip.
Of Hip two Iip hnd lircn rntlicr more

enprr for (Iip innrrlnitp tlinn ulie Iintl.

It lind lii'fii luilf to ilonc liltn, nml
cuue lilt consent upciupiI imrtly to aiuic- -

tlfy tliR rflfiiH. tlint Mil- - Intel linponeil
upon liorplf tlie tntk of drawing tlio
pmdlKiil from liN evil wny.

"Yon Hppiil(,",(lic anlii, "ns If I linil
bccll to IlllltllP."

"I iwkon," Iip cnlri. with coinp nprr-Ity- ,

"dm when it kcH'h lmtlnn1 rtmi nwny
from her lifter no more tlinn three
month in there'll pictty likely to hu
Some Kort of u rpiinn for It."

MnryV reply to this wnn IMngemiotn,
or nt lenxt "lie felt It to he so.

"Vou hnve no rlht to oiiy he hni run
nwny. lip linn left home on himlnvitt.
There In liN letter."

"II m." sniil llnwnrtli, nfter linvlns
dellhcrntely reml the letter tlirotiRli nml
hnmleit It to IiIm wlfp. "ThlnkM Iip'h ko-In-

g

to he proppronx, iIoom heV Well, 1

hope hu limy. Hut It look very much
iih If I'd pot n hiirilen buck (Willi lis I
thoiiRht 1M ot rid on."

Thin vnn Intenileil to menu no more
thnn thnt IiIh ilmiphtcr xhonhl conic home
with n due nml proper rciiko of her own
poor defervliiBs nnd of the pnrentnl
mngnnnlniity. In point of fnct, It wna
IIowiirth'H wny of npproneh to n friend-
ly niulerstnmllm;. hut there nrc mcthodH
of npproneh which hnve the look of re-

treat, nnd thin wan one of them."
"Yon need not fenr, fnther," nnwcred

, Mnry, "thnt I Mmll he n hnrden to yon."
"XoV" niild llnwnrtli Hntlrlcnlly. "Well.

thnt'H n IiIpknIii', nnywny."
"It' never been my wny to be one o'

them complnlnln' rrentnreH na ud mnde
jou believe iih nil the won los 1' the
world wna on their bnckn nnd none of
'tin on my shoulder." nld Mrs. How-nrt-

"lint If I've held my toiiRiie ItV
nlver been for wnnt o' tronhleii to tnllc
nbotit, If I'd been one o' them na tloen
the tnlkln' enxler thnn the Mifferln'. I've
hnd piioukIi to put tip with till Inst

yenr, nnd If I'd been one of
tho romphilnln' ort I've hnd plenty to
complnln nbniit. Hut that wnn nlver my
fashion, nnd I'm not to niter my
WU.VH nt my time o' life. Hut thin 1 will

"wiy
And the henrem bowed thomaolvea be-

low the vocnl btorm.

CIIAPTKH XV.
The mnther'H tenrful prnteatntlona

hnnlened the girl's henrt. She would
hnve nuked for brend nml they nve her
a Moiic. The mere rlcht to live without
labor, with reproach for the wokcn of
Idleness, lind no enticement for her, nnd
the mnnmu' of kIvIiik the Mono waa iih
fterlle of feellm; us tho gift itself.

"Ih this nil you hnve to sny to mo?"
the nuked, with defiance In the tone and
In the eyes.

"Whnt d'ye expect we xhonhl hnve to
any to you'" nxked her fnther. "Sny ns
we're Kind to eo you chucked over by
your hiiNbnud, nnd xeut buck to be n
weljiht on our old nneV

"I Mliould never be n weight on your
old ne," sho nnxwercd. "I will work
for myself nnd never nxk you for n
crust."

"You'll mnkn n nice, hnud nt worklu'
for yonrxelf," xnld the mother.

From the parents' point of view It
wna absolutely iieccHMiiry thnt Mnry
tlwulil be coiilneed of her own tinwor-tlilm-s-

nnd xhnuld demnnd nld before
they were justified In clvlnj; It; nud, to
do them juxtlce ns they dexerve, the cou-

ple were much rendler to lvo nil the help
thnt wnx reiilred thnn they pinfexxed to
be. nut they hnd made it u condition
that the help should bo nxked for, nnd
their diiuxhtcr hnd innrio It n condition
on the other xlde thnt l xhould bo offered
before xho would neeept It.

"I xliull never ask nn'ythliig from you,"
the xnld.

llownrth' henrt was n little touched
at thlx, nnd ho wax nlinnxt on the point
of anyinx thnt the help might bo hud
for tho nxkliiR. Hut ho deferred thnt
kindly impulse, nnd tho girl went on,
with flnshlng eyes nnd helKhtened color:

"I hnve doiio no wronir. If wrong has
been douo nt nil I am tho sufferer by it,
nud you have no rlcht to come hero nnd
talk to mo iih If I were left nlono In the
world by nuy fnult of mine."

"Pride nnd hunger," xnld the mother,
"are poor companions, Polly, nnd you'll
DnJ thnt out nforo lone I don't see
ax we've mnde much by coming here,
John," xho ndded, nddresslui: her hus-bnu-

"nud I think we may ai well no
homo nuuln."

ThU inniincuver wnx designed to do
nothing more tliin to bring Mary nt once
to terms. It hnd n contrary effect, for
llownrth rising, to point IiIn Mlfo'x
xpeech by n show of wllllugncsH to obey
her, Mnry udvnnced to the door wltl.
moro tlinn nctunlly ueeessnry vehemence,

throwing It wide open, stood on one(ind with heaving bosom nml pale fnco
nnd scornful eyes, as her parents left tho
room.

"Her won't be long o that mind,
.Inhn." sub! tho mother, as the two camo
upon tho xtreet together.

"IIit1 better not be, for her own
nUc," tho builder answered.

And so they made their consciences
tolerably easy, and waited for tho next
overtures for peace to come from their
daughter, under the profound Impression
tint they hnd made offer of the ollvo
branch and that tho offer hud been re-

fused.
In the menutime tho little maid, hav-

ing received permission to ko homo, start-
ed off to apprlso her mother of the fnct
thnt fcho had lost her place. Tho maid
was cnrrnlmiH, as maids nro nt times,
nnd xho liml xucA n budget of news to
open its had never tyrrled before.
She told tho wouilcrliiB old woman, her
mother, how Mr. Iluckett had inn nwny
nobody know whither, nnd now Mrs.
llackott had no money left, slio wax
quito mi n nnd how tho shelves were
bnro in tliu larder.; nud how, when the
hnd rjsked if xho xhould cull on the
buker or tho butcher or tho grocer with
orders, her mistress had answered quiet-
ly in tho negative. And It chanced thnt
whilo tho maid wax telling tills doleful
fctnry llcpzlbah arrived upon (ho scene In
search of a further consignment of fruit
for rrcservlim, nnd was at ouco mnde a
partaker of tho news.

"Do you mean to tell me," nxked Hep-rlba-

"that there's nothing to eat in
the housu?"

"There's barely as much," said the
mnld, "ax'll secvo for tea time."

The kindly Ilepzlbnh vat miserably a
touUhed nt thla Intelligence for mis-(M- a,

aud then brightened,

udtSii
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m
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"It's lucky for him," she mild, "I spoke
my mind to old Jack llnwnrtli n're.idy
thli morning, for If I hadn't I'd hu' hud
to ha' gone to him now, for all xo big
ax he thlnhi himself. Hut look here, my ,

deiir," she ndiled, growing suddenly con
fidential, "this nffnlr of Mrs. Ilackett'x
ain't n thing to he tnlked about."

"No," said the mnld solemnly; she
would not bienthc n word.

Thp liuild's mother, who wnx pcihnp
the inoct Inveterate goxlp In tho town-"hip- .

ploinlsdl II xlllllliir xeelecy.
"And now," xnld llep.lbah, "have joii

left jour place, or nro joii going hack
again V"

"I've got to go bnek for my thing,"
xnld the maid, "and I've come to get
mother's wheelbarrow to bring 'cm home
on."

"Well, then." xnld Hrpzlbnh. "you be
theie In half mi hour In the back kitchen,
nnd I shall come around to you nml lime
something to sny to yon."

There wnx nil nlr of benevolent mys-

tery nbout Itcpzihnh nx she xnld thlx.
which excited the curiosity both of mnld
nud mother; hut she contented herself by
mystic nods nml smiles, and having se-

cured her xupply of fruit, departed. She
left the bnskct nt her mistress' house,
nnd ran with n gaunt nud Jerky gnlt, nt
which uu.xbody unncqunlutcd with the
nature nt her errand might hnve laugh-
ed, to her mother's.

"Has thnt rabbit pie been cut Into
yetV" she demanded breathlessly.

"Xo." xnld her mother. "I wna
It for

llepzihnh marched straightway to n
cupboard in tho corner of the kitchen,
and there possessed herself of n sub-
stantial pie, which she proceeded to fold
up In n xnow-whlt- o cloth, which xho

by half n dozen plus drawn from
different parts of her own person. The
old woman looked on nt this for n while
In dumb astonishment.

"What on earth," she nxked nt Inst,
"bcext goln' to do with the pie? It Isn't
like you, Ilepzihnh, to come nnd steal
your mother's victual."

"I'll get time xnld Ilepzlbnh,
"nnd como up nnd make n new tin; but
I want thlx now," And to the old lady's
Infinite astonishment she took up the
pastry nud inarched oil with It, still
breathless from her run.

She bore it straight to Mrs. Hnckett's
house, nnd, entering by the back door,
confronted the mnld, who wnx nlrendy
there nwaltlng her. .

"Now, mind you," xnld Ilepzlbnh,
wnrnliig the mnld with great solemnity,
"whnt you hnvo got to do now hnx got
to be handled Very proper nnd polite.
You've got to tnko this hero pie to Mrs.
llnekctt, with Mrx. Hlano's bext compli-
ments, nud to say" nud here Ilepzlbnh
began to blush nnd hnd some difficulty in
encountering tho maid's glance "you've
got to say ns Mrx. Hlnnc had two o'
these made, expecting company nx never
came, and ns sho'x nfrnld nx It'll grow
stale upon her hands, nud nx xho hopes
that Mrs. Iluckett will be so good nx to
accept of It."

Now, thlx Ix by no means an uncom-
mon form of rural civility; but it hap-
pened, iinfortiinntcly for Hepzlbah's
fraud, thnt Mnry Iluckett nnd Mrs,
Hlnuo hnd neer been on terms to offer
each other this sort or homely rustle
kindness. Aud when Ilep.lbuh hnd gone,
nud the mnill, nothing doubting the story
she hnd to tell, hut being fully able to
divine tho real Intent of tho gift, ap-
proached her mistress witli tho pie and
Ilcpzlbah's tale together, It seemed to
Mary's outraged fecllngx the cruelext In-u- lt

she hnd yet received. Shu was n
little cienture; but for n meie instant
she seemed to tower, nud she stood over
the trembling mnld like a statue of In-

dignation. It cost her much troublo to
quiet herself, but ill a little while she
xik cccdcd. ,

"Take the pie bnek to Mrx. Illane with
my bext thanks for her kindness," she
Mild, "nud tell her thnt I can make no
uxe of it."

The mnld, charged with thlx menage,
which seemed to her mind to make tho
deadliest poxslhlo breach of politeness,
would willingly hnve nbnndoned the pie
by tho roadside, nud Indeed lingered a
good five minutes In front of Mrs, Hlnno's
house before she dared to ring tho bell.
When nt Inst she plucked up rourngo to
do thlx, nud wan rehearsing her speech
In prepnrntlon for Ilcpxlbuli, tho door
opened nnd u beurded face appeared,
kindly In expression by nature, but look-
ing at this moment stern and white
enough to frighten tho maid's wits uwny
nltngether.

"What Ix It, my dear?" ho nxked her
gently, seeing that xho wnx alarmed.

"It's not my fnult, if you please, sir,"
xald the maid, "but missus won't keep
tho pie, nud she sends It back to Mrx.
Hlnnc with her best thanks."

"Oh," said Illane; "and who la jour
mistress V"

"Mix. Harkett, if you plenxe, sir,"
said the maid.

Xed Hlnuo dropped the pie. dish, which
went to pieces within Its cover. Ho
stooped with mi expression of gruvo
pain to recover It, and stood with It In
Ills hands a wet nnd sticky muss us
hu looked down nt the girl,

"Mrs. Hhiue," ho xnld, "sent this to
Mrs. llnckettV"

"Yes, sir."
"Tlmnk you," xnld Hlnuo quietly; "that

will do."
Tho girl, having discharged her er-

rand, made tho best of her way back,
glad that It was over; aud Hlaue, hnviug
closed tho door, walked straight into the
kitchen, where his mother sat In her cus-
tomary place by the sldo of tho hearth.

"Mother," ho said, depositing tho
wrecked plo on the table and turning
upon her in grave reproof, "this is un
Insult."

"I.awk n mercy!" cried Mrs. Ulnne,
"what's an Insult V"

"Your sending (his plo to Mrs, llnek-
ctt."

"Plo to Mrs. Ilnekett!" said his moth-
er, In great astonishment. "Wlint's tho
lad talking nbout, In the name of won-
der? I've bent no plo to Mrs, Iluckett!"

At this Instant Ilepzlhnh, who had
been attending to some duties In tho rear
of tho house, bounced suddenly into tho
kitchen, aud hearing theso words stood
traiibllxcd with n souse of her owu guljty
deceit. Illane looked up at her and read
tho truth In her fuco nt u glance.

"It wnx you," ho nsked, "who sent this
pie to Mrs, Iluckett?"

Ilepzlbnh paled and hold on to the
latch of tho door for support. "You sent
If aa coming from my mother?" Ilepsl-ba- h

wna silent, and looked as If alio
wera being charged with murder, "Why
did you do this?",

THE OHIOAOO H3-A.GH.-
iE,

"Whj-- Deary ml. Edward," said
Hcpzlbah, recovering herself a llttla,
"how you do talk, nnd how you do look
nt a body over a little bit of civility ilka
thnt I The poor thing's never gone and
sent It back again?"

"Whnt Is the meaning of all this?"
said Blaue, stern nud cold.

"The meaning of It," xnld Ilepzlhnh,'
shaking herself buck Into courage by mi
effort "the meaning of it Is ns I wanted
to do the poor eieatuic u kindness nx
her pride wouldn't stand."

ttlnno turned n pale us Hcpzlbah hnd
been it minute eniller.

"A kindness?" ho nsked. "Whnt dc

j on menu?"
"Mean!"' nld Ilepzlhnh, half crying

with thu shock of her recent detection
and the wretched sense that sho wart
giving Inteiixp pain to tho one ercnturn
she loed best on earth. "Whnt xhould
I nienii, hut that the poor cicaturo's
starving?"

"Dear me!" said the Ijmphntlc Mrs.
Hlaue. in a voice as much moved nnd ns
expiesslvo of tender Interest ns If xho

had asked n question nbout the weather.
"Ate joii talking nbout Polly llownrth,
Hepzlhah?"

The young man turned nbout and stood
for a minute with one hand on the tiiblo
near tho broken pasty. A curious llttlo
gaplng sound escaped him. It wns xo
xlluht thnt It did not nttinct his mother's
notice, but Ilepzlbnh went white ngaln
nud iiiiiiIp n movement toward him with
her hands oiitsti etched, ns If she would
fain protect nnd soothe hint. He xeemed
to hear the xtep behind, nnd, ns If to
nxold It. he walked from the kitchen
without looking behind him nnd went
heavily up to his own room.

CIIAPTHH XVI.
A innti's virtues nnd offenses nre

in nccord with each other. Thla
dogma Ix neither xo profound nor xo
shallow by n good half nx It may seem
at first sight to different minds, Tho
mean man's virtues nre mean, the brave
man's vices hnve nt least the credit of
being cnurngcoit.

This being admitted ns It must he, It
become" a mctter of profound surprise
to detect Xed Hlnnc III the act of for-ger.-

Yet, when he had xut In his own
bedroom for some half hour he arose nnd
shook himself, nud set nbout that task
with mi nlr of resolution. Ho took pen,
ink nnd paper, nnd having set a page of
his own handwriting before him, he be-

gan to write In a legal-lookin- g hand,
pausing every now nnd then to make
sure of the form he commonly employed
for n given letter, nnd then painstak-
ingly avoiding n likeness to It. Tho let-

ter, when completed, ran thux:
"Kcxton Square, Hrocton.

"Madnm I am Instructed by Mr. Wil-

liam Ilnekett to forward to you tho en-

closed. Your obedient servant,
"JXO. IIAROKUAVRS."

He addressed an envelope, and then,
having unlocked n drnwer In his dress-
ing tuhle, took from It n twenty-dolla- r

bill nnd folded It up nnd scaled it with
the letter.

"I hnve buslnpxs In Hrocton. mother,"
ho xnld nx be entered tho kitchen with
the forgery In his pocket. "I xhnll be
back before dark If I can catch tho bua,
but If 1 don't nianago that, you're not
to sit up for me."

Ilepzlbnh looked nt him with a timid
Inquiry, and as he left tho room arose
nnd followed him, laying a hand upon
his nrm.

(To be continued.

Not HU Forto.
Clyde Pitch, tho playwright, snys

that u woll-know- n New York ninna-gt- r
was-- recently much annoyed by tho

persistent nppllcntlons for n "Job"
imule to liliu by n most pcculhir looking
nml His'dy Individual. Time urn! time
again, It nppciirx, thu miiiingcr had rc
fci red this person to his singe ninna-Ki- r.

"Talk to Hhiiik," ho would sny,
Interrupting the man's attempts to
mime his qualifications.

Finally the seedy man In search of
a Job ilhl'xee Hluiik, the stuge mana-
ger, who at that time wax In the thea-
ter, listening to the elToits of candi-
dates for the chorus. Ah there was n

number ahead of him, the peculiar
looking Individual would, between
hiiic's, Interrupt the stage ninungct
with bis requests for n Job. Kxnxper-uted- ,

the stage manager nt length
turned to the pianist nml bade hi in
play mi uccoiiipaiilnient for the strang-
er. With some hesltuucy the uppllcimt
for n Job employed what voice he hod
In song. It wns us bud iih bad could
be.

Disgusted, the malinger stopped him.
"And you hnve the nudnclty to nsk for
a Job!" he exclaimed, wrnthfully.

"Certainly," replied the man.
"Why, you can't sing u lltte bit:"

said the manager, nstonlshed.
"I don't claim to Ih? able to sing,"

replied the seedy Individual, calmly.
"And I don't wnnt to sing. I'm n stage
carpenter. I was only singing to plcuso
you people!"

Queer Matted Fir Tree.
"One of the great cHt nntuml curios-

ities I ever snw Ih the matted tlr trees
of Xorth Carolina," xnld C. It. Hall, of
Itnlelgh, In the Washington star. "I
have never found a botanist who could
explain the phenomena, but there ix n
grove of llr tires on the xlde of Mount
Mitchell which when they attain the
height of eight or ten feet begin to
twine tlielr biaiicluM nml form Hat
tops, They grow In thlx way until
the topn nre perhaps twenty feet In

illauieter nml these hnve In Mime In-

stances ('(unbilled with the tops of
other like trees nml n piixui can wall;
for u considerable distance upon the.--o

tups,
"They lire undoubtedly a epecles of

llr, but wholly unlike the other His
which are plentiful In thnt section ex-

cept In iippiiirnuce of foliage. I hnvo
taken several sclentls! out to see tho
trees nud have not yet found one who
had ever seen or beard of u similar
giowth. They occupy nu area of only
ii few nereas nud are found nowheio
else lu the Xortli Carolina Mountains."

No Accounting tur Tastes.
The pretty gill left her m-.- U nnd

went over to the other side of tho car
to get nwny from u passenger who
bundled btiongly of tobacco,

"I don't free how n uiaii can bear to
put n nasty old pipe In bis mouth!"
she muttered.

Hut she inutteied It rntlicr Indis-

tinctly.
Sho wns boldlng between her rosy

lips tho battered old coin with
which she was nbout to pay her car
fare. Chicago Tilbuue.

Respect for tho man who Is a bet-

ter llnancler than yourself doesn't In-

dicate that you would bo willing to let
ulra run your business.

Only tlioso get to heuven wh belt
others get there. -
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Z. R. CARTER & BRO.,
Wholesale Dealers in

Grain and Hay
Halsted and 16th Sts.,

Telephone Canal 27.

M. P. Byrne Construction Co.

CONTRACTORS

wert. Water Works. Conduits, and
Electric Plants Specialty.

ROOM 30,

88 East Washington Street.

J. J. VANDERBILT
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WHOLESALE AND RETAIL.

Corner Michigan Avenue and 112th Place.

J. P. SMULSKI & CO,
665 NOBLE STREET.
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TELEPHONE
has revolutionized trade

methods broadly and brought
to the individual opportuni-
ties of business growth never
before possible.

Why not enjoy the advan-

tages and profit of the tele,
phone

Yourself ?
THE BEST SERVICE

AT LOWEST RATES.'

Chicago Telephone Co.
CONTRACT DBP'T

3 Washington St.
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For Omnibuses, Carriages, Wagons,

and Threshing

FRAZER LURRIGATOR MANUFACTURERS

TELEPHONE

REUMlEf

Drays Machines.

GO,,

WILLIAM EISFELDT

FUNERAL DIRECTOR
AND EMBALMER

FINE "LIVERY

86-8-8 RACINE AVENUE
CORNER GARFIELD AVE.

D. M. FULMBR, Pre WM. C. kl'ESTER, k 1m. WM. J. H. SCHROEDEB, Ut,

FULMER. KUESTER, SCHROEOER GO.

MANUFACTURERS AND DEALERS IN

SHINQLES AND POSTS
Mill-wo- rk and Interior Finish.

SPECIALTY
CEDAR POLES AND P08T8

TikthoM Lakt Vlnr !U

14581478 LINCOLN
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St. Louis.
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ORANCH YARDS:
MORTON OROVE, ILLINOIS
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AVENUE, CHICAGO. uu
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CHICAGO.

W. A. HINKINS
PROPRIETOR OF THE

Erie Livery mm Ml
199 TO 201 ERIE 8TREET,

CHICAGO.
Tslephons North 1076.

Strictly High-gri- de Carriages, Broughams and Livtry

E. MUELHOEFER & BRO.

UNDERTAKERS.
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TlhnNorth4l
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