A HUNDRED YEARS AGO,

Investigations condneted by a number of English phy.

#lclans go to show that women ns a
taller, and the statement s seriovaly

dred years from now, at the present rate of Increase.
women will be not only taller than their sisters of to-
day, but they will be able literully to look down upon

WOMEN ARE OROWING TALLER,

T0-DAY.

clars are growing
made that a hun-

L

A HUNDRED YEARS FROM NOW.

Mere Man. Bimilarly, according to statisticians who deal
with Europeans, man has fallen by at least three-fourths
of an Inch within the past 100 years; nor are there any
sigus that there Is an upward tendency among the males.
On the contrary. the average man of the future will ap-
pear squat, If not stunted, beside his Junonlan sister.

AUTUMN,

—_———

*Tls now that epiders In the casement

weave,

Or launch their silken airships on the
breeze ;

"Tis h.:' that honey ripeness feeds the

Where vineborn amber sweets thelr
prison cleave,
And pl.l:u spherea their leafy heavens
ve.

The same wind whispers through the
orchard trees
That blew our awallows over southern

feas,
And stole the robin's vesper frcm our eve.
The wepirit of the year, like bacchant
crowned,
With lighted torch goes careless on his
way;
And soon bursts Into flame the maple's
Ppray,
And vines are running fire along the

ground.
But softly ! on October’s blasing bound
How laugh the violet eyes of tender

May!
~Edith M. Thomas,

P-esence of Mind

The curtain had fallen upon the first
act, and Thomas Nash, whose atten-
tion had been divided between the
stage and the girl who sat mext to
him, was able to devote all his atten-
tion to the latter. That, be It under-
stood, as far as he dared; for she was
a complete stranger to him. He could
pot speak to her, but was forced to
content himself with little surreptitious
glances aside, each of which gave him
some further detall of her profile; her
bLlue eyes, her slightly retrousse nose,
ber arched lips, and the whiteness of
ber peck and shoulders. There was a
man with ber, a man with a brown
mustache, which Mr. Nash character-
fzed unjustly as scrubby, But for thé
girl herself, be had nothing but appre-
clation.

The orchestra was about to com-
mence the entr'acte, when a man In
evening dress stepped before the foot-
lights and spoke to the audlence In a
volee which cracked a little in his ef-
fort to suppress anxlety.

“Ladles and gentlemen,” he sald, 1
should feel much obliged If you would
all leave the theater at once and quiet-
ly. There Is no danger, but you must
Jeave at once.” He motioned to the
leader of the orchestra to play,

Everywhere men and women stood
up, quick anxiety In their faces, vague
questionings In their eyes. In that mo-
ment Me. Nash looked at his nelghbor,
and she d4id not hesitate to speak to

him.
*What 1s 1t?" she sald under her
breath. “Fire?"

“] suppose 80," he answered non-
chalantly, with the wish to pose as a
hero in her eyes. “But don't be afrald.
There i nothing to fear. 1 will help
you if necessary. [ have been In a
theater fire before,” he continued, §ing-
ing truth to the winds. “The great
thing Is to keep one's presence of
mind.”

And then the curtain bulged forward,
a vast sheet of Gume swept from its
under edge, and the man before the
footlights threw up his arms and fell
writhing before that scorching blast.
Mr. Nash forgot his herolsm, forgot
the girl, forgot everything wsave the
necessity of reaching the doors ns soon
as posalble and at any cost. He turned
and fought bls way through the crowd,
striking men in the face, flinging wo-
men on one side, his mind a panle fear.
He feit two hands gripping his spoul-
ders, but they scarcely retarded him,
and be had more formidable obstacies
to contend with. Cursiug and thrust
ing. trampling upon the bodles of those
who had fallen, he forced his way
through, untll at length he met the
ecol rush of alr that was streaming lu
from the night outside, and found him-
self safe In the crowd on the opposite
side of the street, panting and shaken,
amazed aud horrified at himself,

A sobbing volce near him called him
to his senses. He looked round and
gaw the girl to whom he had spoken,
shivering in her evening dress, but too
hysterical with grief and fear to notice
the cold.

“Oh, thank you'!"™ she cried; “thank
you! 1 should never bave got through
but for you."

Mr. Nash stared at her a moment,
unahle to realize the extent of his good
fortune. He had fled in panle and had
earned the reputation of a hero,

*That gentieman who waas with you?*
be queried. <

Bhe pointed horror-struck to the blas
ing theater.

“Oh, go back for bim!" she cried.
“0o back and save him! You am

brave; and I wlll thank you and pray
for you all the days of my life.”

Mr. Nash's herolsm received a nasty
shock. He looked about him desper-
ately. But onre agaln fortune be-
friended him, and he saw the very man,
though much singed and blackened,
coming toward him.

“Thank beaven you are safe!" sald
the newcomer with emotion.

“Yes, yes!" she cried. “Thank hea-
ven! And thank this gentleman, too.
He saved me. He got me out of the
bullding.”

The young man shook hands with
Nash warmly.

*8ir," bhe sald, “we must know more
of each other; my sistor owes you her
iife. My father and mother will be
anxious to thank you themselves. 1 was
knocked down in the first rush. [ be-
lieve that my being so saved my life;
for 1 erawled under the seats and got
over Into the pit, and so out that way.
This Is a terrible business. Let us get
away at once and find a cab”

They hurried down a side street and
found a four-wheeler not 100 yards
away. As Mr. Nash sat in the cab op-
posite to his new-found friend, he be-
came calm enough to realise the ex-
tent of his good fortune. The young
man introduced himself as Willlam
Pearson, a name which Mr, Nash knew
well as associated with one of the big
Industries of the city. He Introduced
also his sister Lucy, and Mr. Nash re-
sponded by giving his and nen-
tioning modestly the fact that he was
a sollcitor, They dropped him at his
rooms with further thanks, an address,
and a warm invitation to eall upon the
following day,

The Pearsons lived In a large house
in the fashionable quarter of the town.
On presenting himself at the door, Mr.
Nash was ushered Into the drawing
room, which was filled with people, all
talking excitedly, It was Mre. Pear
son's at-home day, and the tragedy of
the previous evening had formed an ab-
sorbing subject of conversation. He be-
came the center of attraction. Mr.
Pearson, a stout map with a gray beard
and honest eyes, came fqrward and

EVERYWHERE MEN AND WOMEN STOOD UP.

shook bim warmly by the hand. Mrs
Pearson was voluble and enthusalstic.
Lucy, looking pale from the effects of
the shock, smiled wanly and made bim
sit beside her. Her brother recounted
his exploit. All the guests poured
questious upon bim snd were eager in
their praises. In the midst of this adu-
lation Mr, Nash did his best to bear
bhimself with becoming modesty. In a
pause in the buzs of praise, he smiled
and spoke,

“I'm really very much obliged to you
all,” he sald; "1 don't deserve half the
kind things you have sald about me,
All that was needed was a little pres
ence of mind.”

Mr. Nash became a frequent and wel-
come visitor at the Pearson's house.
He came to be lovked upon as a close
friend of the family ; and when the day
came when he asked her to marry him.
her eyes sparkled with happlness as
she accepted. Mr. Pearsou made no
dificulty.

“I'm not looking for money with my
girl,"” he said heartlly. *She has enough
for two, I'll see that you are comfgrt
able; and I daresay even a sollcitor can
find a use for a little extra capital.
I'm glad to know that my daughter Is
passing Into the hands of a brave man.
That Is enough for me."

Mra, Pearson sald the same, and
kissed him.

At the wedding breakfast, Mr. Nash
made the customary speech.

“This 1s an occaslon for presence of
mind,” he remarked humorously. *“Of
all qualities, It Is the most to be de
sired. 1 cannot forget that It Is to
presence of mind that I owe my present
happy position." The guests applauded.
Lucy understood and locked at bim
with shinlng eyes.

Burely Mr. Nash should be a happy
man. He and his young wife are very
foud of one another, and he knows that
her love Is based on respect for his
herole qualities. But there ls a fiy in
the olotment, Deep within him, a still,
small volce tells him at times of the

panic 1o which he Sed from that thes:

ter, and he knows, though he tries to
fight the knowledge, that should sim-
llar eircumstances occur and should his
wife wish to take advantage of his
presence of mind, she will bave to do
80 by keeping a tight band on his shoul-
ders.—J. Backville Martin In the
8ketch,

S

The physiological effects of high fre
quency currents are traced by two
French experiments to increase of body
temperature. This gives them value
In arterio sclerosis, Bright's disease and
other maladies and as a mild sabsti-
tute for warm batha

Maguoetic observations of the extinet
volcano called the Puy de Dome, In
Central France, bave brought out the
curlous fact that the mountain is mag
netised not merely at certaln points,
but as a whole, the top of the dome
acting as a south magnetic pole. Bin
gularly enough, siinilar ohservations on
the Kalserstuhl, a mountain In Ges
many, indicate that it possesses a north
magnetie pole at its summit.

The new satellite of Jupiter, discov-
ered at the Greenwich Observatory last
winter, proves to be a very Interest
ing object, both on account of its great
distance from the planet, more than
20,000,000 milles, and its retrograde mo-
tlon. Prof. George Forbes suggests
that this satellite may turn out to be
the long-lost comet of Lexell, which
was last seen in 1779, when it made &
very close approach to Jupiter.

According to & report Issued by the
Canadlan government the Dominlon
owns thirteen Marconl stations on the
gulf and on the Atlantlc seaboard
Three of these are what are known as
“low-power” stations and cost £1,000
each; the others are known as “high-
power” stations, and cost £2,000 each
The Marconl Company recelves £500
and £700 per annum, respectively for
operating them, retaining all the re
celpta

The lower atmosphere and the upper
atmosphere are belleved by Prof, J.
Hann 4o be two very different gaseous
miztures. At the earth's surface the
composaition Is: Nitrogen, 78.08; oxy-
gen, 20.00; argon, 0.04; carbonic acid,
008; hydrogen, 001; neon, 0.0015;
bellum, 0.00013; krykton, 0.00010. At
a height of twenty kilometers (12.43
miles) he finds the nitrogen Inereased
to 84.34 per cent, with 15.10 of oxy-
gen. At 100 kilometers, the hydrogen
-seems Increased to P0.45 per cent, with
0.453 of hellum and only 0.000 of nitro-
”O

Although the aeropiane prineciple is
preferred by nearly all the inventors
who are now at work on the fiying ma-
chine problem, there are a few who
think that something may be accom~
plished with helixes, or screw pro-
pellers, revolving about a vertical axis,
and thus exerting a direct uplift. Paul
Cornu, & Frenchman, has recently pro-
duced a machine on this plan, which
he calls a hellcoptere, and which has
proved itself capable of lifting bhim a
few feet from the ground. The ap-
paratus comprises two double-winged
helixes and two planes under the gov-
ernment of levern. The helixes do
the lifting, and the reaction upon the
planes of the alr set into sploning mo-
tion by the hellxes I8 expected to give
the horizontal motlon. A 24-horse-power
motor furnishes the power,

Financinl Poetry.

An unusual album was presented to
Willis Clark, brother of Lewls Gaylord
Clurk, a poet, on one occaslon, with
A request for “some rhymes."

Mr. Clark wns at the house of a
farmer, and the man's daughter had
turned an old account book Into an
sutograph album In which were in-
scribed the numes of her varlous
friends and relatives below appropriate
spentiments,

Mr, Clark saw his opportunity, and
afivy turning over the leaves for a mo-
ment or two he took a pen and wrote
the following verse:

i a0 d
This world's & scene as dark as ’
Btyx,
Where hope Is scarce worth 20
Our joys are born so flesting
hence
‘That they are dear at uw

And yet to stay bere many are
willing,

Although they may not have 1

—Jondon Graphie,

Think Sof

We know what Bherman sald of war,
I know a clerk

Who claims that saying ls by far
More true of work.

—8t. Paul Plonesr Presa
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GO-OPERATIVE
DRIFT.

Co-operation is In the air, tentative
efforts after better soclal organism.

The extremes are too far apart, Co-
operation aime to bring about a larger
degree of uniformity as well as unity
and sympathy. Some of its advocates
talk of it as something not far from
communism, while as defined by oth-
ers It is a mildly reformed nelghbor
liness. It may cover our Industrial
efforts, our productive energles, or
our methods of holding and sharing
what has been produced,

The desirability of more co-opera-
tlon In production ia gencrally recog
nized, and radical men are working
out its problems Tn a nolseless way.
In Austria cosoporative banks ara
rapoed to be just the thing for
the people; In England co-operalve
stores fit the publlic pulse; but In
this country neither of these methods
of working together hag been marked-
ly successful. Our farm life always
was cooperative, In the days when
our fathers bullt their houses amil
reaped thelir crops by united effort;
and today there are large Industries
collateral to the farm, such as chevse-
making, creameries and condensaries.
The farm wife finda her knitting and
her sewing carrled over Into factory
iite, but she findg her social life
knitted together by rural telephones
and free-delivery. Sound political
economy Insists on such a readjust.
ment of our habits as the times re-
quire. Plainly wa must co-operate
much more Intimately than when the
whole population of the United
States was under fifty milllons, We
are close to the hundred millllon
mark, and in sight of an enormously
increased population, which must be
governed by a goclal life more fra-
ternal than our own. Our cltles do
not foretoken the change, dbut sud-
urbanism does. We are reaching out
toward & more equally distributed
people—a gort of universal suburban
garden life. This Is the Ideal toward
which we may fairly aim,

The efforts to establish co-opera-
tive colonles have not, so far, found
a happy welcome In this land, None
of them have outlasted a doren years,
unless operated by forelgners on &
religious basls. Our tralning has un-
fitted us for sufficient submission,
Our education compels each boy to
deaire to be at the head. Why not
be & good foot or a good heart?
That Is not comprehensible by one
who has graduated from & school
based on competition, where honors
go only to leaders, The co-operative
colony of Mr. Booth Is less objection-
able to American tastes. He pro-
poses o take out whole families from
the herding of ecity life, and give
them Individual and integral privi-
leges In the country, One form of

tion Is so closely Integrated
with our elvilization that It must a'-
ways be accounted with—we mean
the famlly. &Mr. Booth recognizes
this Integer as essential in all large
and broad efforts of a co-operative
sort,

Co-operative home-making has had
many unfortunate lllustrations. The
dreams have not been few, but they
have invariably falled of any large
realization. It will be necessary to
make American character entirely
over before we shall yleld the indl.
vidual family life. We have brought
along with ua, in our Iinstincts, cer~
tain great historical summations, and
one of these Is that the famlly con-
stitutes & unit by itself. The govern-
ing principle with Americans must
continue to be a cautious advance
along the whole line, In the broad-
est gense of the word we are intense-
ly Individualistle, both by heredity
and by conditions, These conditions
are always undergolng more or less
change, while heredity modifies Iis
determining course, Our publie school
system and common road system and
common post-ofice aystem were all
degrees of socinlism tolerable to our
dathers, as they are to us. Our
schools, however, are only just now
becoming & national system. In the
same WwWay our roads are only at this
moment becoming a matter of united
interest and effort. *

Religlous co-operation is naturally
a part of the general drift. It s not
because of gpiritual decadence that
we care lesg and less for our own
organic form of religious life. To
convert the world to our views of this
life and of the life unseen hardly en-
ters a rational mind, It is one of
the inconceivables that our fathers
should have put forth strenuous ef-
*arty to lead all natlons to one view-
point of God and eternity. To us
this would seem as undesirable as
fmpossible, It would be far better
to create an Inter-raclal and inter.
religious brotherhood. Bmall cliques
and Insignificant sects do not any
longer multiply. This is an industrial
age, and such a movement would be
inconsistent with economy. Religion
iz held to be less valuable as an ex-
ercise of emotlon; but, as a force
productive of stronger and wiser men,
it holds its ground.—From The Chrls-
tian Reglster,

IMITATING RUSSIAN BABLE,
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Less Expensive Furs Are Pointed to
Produce Bubstitutes,
Rusalan sable and sllver fox being
bevond the acquisition of any but the
richest women, furriers have gone to
extraordinary paing to produce sub-

trade as pointed sable and royal Bit.
ka fox,

The pointing Is a delicate and
tedlous plece of work, Aeccording to
Fur News only the softest and whit-
est of badger hair can be used and
the hairs are taken either singly or
doubly, the ends touched with the
requisite amount of the specially pre-
p;rod‘lﬂm and carefully Inserted In
the skin,

Properly to point a royal Bitka fox
two days labor of am expert i re-

¥

stitutes in what are known to the |

-
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tllgﬁ-

only be carefully lnserted in the akin,

but muat give the character gud show

n;l‘ design noticeable In the natural
na

Swordfish Fights Bchool of Degfish.
A 400 pound swordfish engaged In
a battle with a school of dogfish was
captured by the crew of the schooner

QGalatea, which arrived at T wharl re

cently,

The Oalatea was at anchor off
Chatham Baturday when the crew no-
ticed a commotion in the water, Two
men rowed over In a dory and wit
nessed @A remarkable battle, The
swordfish was standing off & whole
school of dogfish, The swordfish
would charge right and left with his
weapon, One fish after another was
Impaled upon hls sharp sword, while
his side cuts sent many of the small
sharks out of the water. The dogfish
closed In on him and tore huge pleces
out of his sides. He shook them off
each time, however,

In the meantime the flahermen re-
turned to the schooner and got a har-
poon. They drove this into the big
fish and he gave up the fight.—Bos
ton Herald,

Postmaster of Nola Chueky.

Postmastereneral Meyer, dis»
cussing the new two cent letter rate
to Great Britain, sald that it would
enormously Increase the postal busi
ness,

“The mall bags will AN quickly
when this rate goes Into effect,” sald
Mr. Meyer. He smiled. “If such a
rush of business had attended on the
Nola Chucky post office the old Nola
Chucky postmaster's ways would
have escaped notlce,

“Some years ago an old fellow was
sppointed postmaster of the small
village of Nola Chucky. A number
of weeks passed and the Nola Chuck-
{ans and thelr friends began to com-
plain about the malls. And no won-
der, The postmaster, it seemed, had
sent out no mall since his entrance
into office.

“An inspector Investigating the
matter pointed to the hundred or
more dusty lettors that the postmas-
ter had kept by him and said sternly:

““Why on earth, alr, didn't you let
these go?

“1 was waltin'’ sald the old man,
‘til the bag got full'"—Philadelphia
Bulletin,

Concrete Made Prosperity.

The Allentown, Pa., Chamber of
Commerce has Ilssued a book show-
ing the growth and Industrial import.
ance of the town, in which It Is stat-
ed that within a radius of six miles
there are eighteen cement mills, em-
ploylng 12,000 men, whose output for
‘08 was 13,000,000 barrels of Port
land cement about 36 per cent of the
total product of the United Btates.

The rank of the Portland cement
producing States has shown little
change In the last two years. Penn-
siyvania Ig still the leading Btate by
a large margin, New Jersey Is set
ond, Indiana third, Michigan fourth
and Kansas fifth., None of the re
maining States produced as much as
8,000,000 barrels during the year, and
the five States named contribute al
most three-fourths of the total pro-
duction.—~Cement Age,

New Game Bird.

A new specles of the pheasant has
been seen in this locality of Iate and
it ls attracting emany sportamen to
this neighborhood. It Is sald to be &
far handsomer bird than the Mongo
lian pheasant, and those who claim to
know say it is a Japanese pheasant.

When a careful watch was® kept to
examine the bird it was found that
the head and neck were of steel blue,
reflecting brown, ‘gnl and purple ia
different lights. e back and wings
exhibit a fine mixture of orange, red,
black, brown and yellow. ‘The breast
is red, each feather magnified with
black and reflecting different colored
tints. It hag a large tall, probably
one and one-half feet in length, 1t
is always alone and never seems to
mingle with birds of the Mongolian
specles,—Manchester ocorrespondence
Rochester Herald,

Whale Caught in Saimen Trap.

Dynamite ig being used to kill a
finhack whale which entered the sal-
mon trap of W. A. Lowman, at Small-
pox Bay, Ban Juan Island, on Mon-
day. The mammal entered the trap
with a young calf and in attempting
to drive it out the call was killed
with a rifie shot. The body sank and
the cqw refused to desert ita off
spring. The whale viclously attacks
every bont that approaches.

An attempt to kill the whale By
rifle fire was trled recently, but with.
out effect, Fears are entertained
that the beast may destroy the trap
in her rage. Bhe is forty feet In
length., "More than $2,000 worth of
fish a day has been lost to the pack:
era through the capturk of the whale.
—Bellingham correspondence Fort:
land Oregonian.

The white haira must _

Interesting oto-
ries are told of the
late Alnsworth
Bpofford, who wan
the llbrarian of
Congress for neam
ly 40 years and
had been employ-
ed In the library
since 1801,

The Inte Arch-
bishop Chappelle
and Bpofford were
closs friends, al-
though at different poles In the mat-
ter of religion. One day a number of
years ago the archbishop found the 1l
brarian hurriedly browsing In his ac
customed manner through a new work
by the French philosopher, Ernest Re-
nan.

Archbishop Chappelle, a courtly and
affable Frenchman, walted untll Spof-
ford had tossed away the Renan vol-
ume, The archbishop himself had read
the Renan book with great care as soon
as it issued from the press and was
thoroughly familiar with it

“Spofford,” he sald chaffingly to tha
nervous, jerky old librarlan, “why do
you waste your own and the govern-
ment's valuable time In such an up-
satisfactory, impossible pursuit?”

“Explain that, sir, explain It,” sald
the old gentleman, whecling in hie
quick, marionette-llke way upon the
archbishop, '

“l mean,” said the archbishop, “plck-
Ing up a book that IL took Renan about
80 years to write and professing, yes,
sir, professing, to find out the meaning
of It, say, within the space of 10 min-
utes while standing first on one leg

With a smile the archbishop
up the discarded Renan volume,
it at random, and asked Bpofford what
the Frenchman had to say with refer
ence to a certaln doctrinal subject.

views ns to the matter about which
Chappelle had Inquired. Carrying the
test further, the archbishop, In the
manner of an examiner, took the Ii-
brarian smack through the diffcult
volume, only to find at the end of the
test that the librarian, whe had only
picked up the book a llttle while before,

the two ameunts In bales without leav.
Ing the ‘phone. Not only that, but he
named the number of bales exported
ench year and the number of bales kept
at home for domestic consumption,

On the following day, when he went
to the Capitol, Benator Vest looked
into & book of reference and found that
the cotton figures Bpofford had given
bim In that offband fashion over the
‘phone were correct to a bale.

Woman Shoplifter DBaflles Cleverest
Detectives,

Bomething new In  shoplifting

is baflling private detectives In Den-

ver's large department stores. The

false arm is playing a part in a scheme
which bhas probably been rewponsible
for serious losses to Denver merchants,
and now a careful lookout is being kept
for the attractive woman in the loose
coat, out of one sleeve of which
an artificial member,

Things the Trapper Would Like te
Know,

How to tell a fox track from a dng's
track when there are about a thous
sand dogs to one fox in this patt of
the country.

How to chop & notch in s log four
or five inches under water without
getting most of the water up yous
fleeveg or in your fgce,

‘How to tell where mink run whea
you can see no signs or tracks.

How to set traps for and catch mink
where there lsn't any,

How to plck am honest fur firm
from among the thousands who adven
tise without first giving them a
chance to “skin" you in order to find
them out.

How to set traps for fox in ecattle
paths without ecatching a farmer's
bogs or dog~Fur News, .

A Budding Philclogist,

Bobble, aged five, saw a cow gras
ing in his mother's flower garden and
shouted, “Boeat! scatl™

The cow dldn't seem to be much
intimidated and ealmly ate on, Three
year-old Mary, dancing with ezcite
ment, exclaimed:

“Tel bim to ‘scow,’ Wobble, tall
him to ‘scow’!”—The Delinsator,
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which suspicion would be directed.
Ehe wears a loose sllk coat which sets
well by reason of the woman being of
slender bulld, and in the left sleeve car-
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The Dominion of Canada contalns
nearly 8,740,000 square milen,

More than hnlf of France's tobaoro
importa come from the United Statea

A ready speaker will utter about
;Mwm-nbmrlamkm”w
ross,

A large Baptist church at Santa
Rosa, Cal, wans lulit from the wood of
a single Californla redwood tree.

Fireworks were originated in the
thirteenth century by the Florentines,
and later were popularized in Rome.

The estimated world's production of
lead In 1007 was DO4,010 metric tons,
as compared with 008,174 tons In 1000,

The 850,000,000-0dd tons of coal min-
ed In the United States each year, If
plled together, would make a cube hav-
ing sides 714 yards long.

Tobacco was succesafully grown un-
der government supervision in Ireland
last year; but an the crop has not yet
been marketed, the financial result will
not be known for some time, ,

A Lousiana man has Invented a mn.
chine for measuring and recording the
measurements of lumber. Planks pase-
ed through It engage a roller attached
to a registoring device on the side®

French sclentiets are studying a pe-
cullar movement of the sands along
the northern consts of France, Bel-
glum and Holland. A fine sand orig:
Inating on the coast of Normandy aas
been found am far away as Denmark,

After lying burled for three centu-
rlea, n firkin contalnlug one hundred-
weight of butter bas been dug up In
Falingherane bog, County Tyrone, Ire-
land, by a farmer. The hoops and
staves of the firkin, which wans twelve
feet under ground, collapsed when lift-
& up, but the butter, of pale yellow
:::'t. Is In & perfect state of preserva-

About three hundred specimens of
the stelubok are under protection on”
the southern slope of Monte Rosa, but,
apart from that, the animal Is nearly
extinct In the Alps, It breeds slowly,
and the efforts of the government Ia
Its behalf have helped little. In two
places private herds have lately beeh
established, and It Is hoped thus to
prevent the extinction of the steinbok.

Many excellent volces are ruined,
according to A communication which
Dr. Welss has made to the .French
Academle de Medecine, by practicing
in too small a room. A public singer
must throw cvery Intonation of his
volce a distance of thirty or forty
yards, he says, but a student practicing
in a small room In only able to throw
it a yard or two, and the consequence
is that the voles, Instead of expanding,
becomes telescoped.

Labiche, the French dramatist, wae
once asked to support as a candidate
for the academy a certain literary
mendicant, but he hesitated for a long
time, and yielded only when he was
told that if the ambitious author
should fall to be elected he would die
of it. Fallure, nevertheless, did come,
and the following year, when n sec-
ond vacancy ocrurred, Labiche’s vote
was once more solicited In the man's be-
half, *“No,” shouted Labiche In vehe-
ment indignation, “I will not vote for
a man who does not keep his word, He
did not dle”

Willlam Redmond, the Irish leader
in the British House of Commons, re-
cently in a geilal mood and In play-
ful allusion to the titles of noblility
and knighthood recently conferred, ask-

ed whether, “aan a matter of general
convenlence and In order that honor
able members might kyow how to ad-
dress thelr colicagues with becoming
respect, it could be arranged that hon-
ornble gentlewmen who had jolned the
titled classes should wear rosettes for
at least one month after the confer-
ment of the title.” No miuister was
bold enough to answer.

Australla, the land of odditls, ani-
mal, vegetable and mineral, has few
more curlous creatures than the glant
cranes—often five and six feet o
height, with beautiful blue-gray plum-
age—which are called native compan-
fons. These huge birds mate for Iife,
and, as mates, are asingularly and
touchingly devoted ®to ouwe another,

| Among thelr pructices, that of danfing

together, Is the most remarkable. To
and fro, and up and down, beneath a
SCraggy tree near a creek or water
hole, a pair of thewe curious birds may
be seen In the hour of dawn footing it
gravely in a sort of grotesque miuet,

The death ol Ira D, Bankey recalls
the story told by him to a Tribune re-
porter many yeurs ago to lllustrate the
the fact that sowme people are beyond
the power of the evangelist and remuin
unmoved In the presence of the great-
est demonstration. “A pewspaper man
told me," Bankey sald, “that he had

ked In at the great women's meet:
ing which we held in Madison Bguare
Garden, from which we endeavored to
exclude all men, He got Into the top
gallery, and from there looked down,
and was enthuslastic In his description
of the ten thousand women singing and
waving :handkerchlefs in unison, 1
asked him what Impressed him most
at the meeting, and the reporter sald,
‘SBeeing ten thousand bonnets, and neo
two alike' "—New York Tribune.

The term “sublime porte, which
bas stood so long for the center of
the ruling power in Turkey, is merely
the French translation of “babl maal},”
or “superior door,” and Is the name of
the bullding contalning the offices
where the Councll of the Ministers
holds its meetings, under the presl-
dency of the grand visler. Every guv-
ernment bullding in Turkey is knowy
as a “door,” because It Is supposed to
be always open fo those seeking jus-
tice, Althougn the sublime ports is
still the diplomatic term for the gov-
ernment of Turkey, the real power bas
recently been In the hands of a gvoup
of men Immedintely surrounding the
Bultan at Ylldis Klosk, who are for
the most part forelguers. ®his Is re-
sented by the Young Turks, who glm
at establishing, In the words of one
of thelr number, “a rosponaible Turkisl
ministry fstead of cosmupolitan cligue
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