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'ROAST ALDERMEN

Municipal Voters’ League Gives the
City Council a Dressing for Its
Efforts to Increase Taxes.

Lack

The Municipnl Voters League glve

the Clty Councll a well deserved
roast In Its preelection review. It
virtunlly says that want of ability,

nerve and leadership In the city coun.
cll I8 responsible, according to the
Municipal Voters' league, for the ac-
tivity of that body In seeking a spe-
cla! legislative sesslon to  Increase
LAXES,

The league, In its annual beforethe.
primary report, charncterizes the coun-
¢ll record tor the year as weak, the
lack of strength showing most plainly
in the ense with which It has been
used by the Thompson administration
in an attempt to ralse taxes In ordor
“to make good last year's debauch
and put the city hall on ‘easy street,’ ™

The league Is pafticularly severe In
ita censure of large expenditures for
“expert services” of | .
the Thomnson-Lundin politfcal mach:
ine. The experts hired at $100 to
$150 per day and allowed to be thelr
own timekeepers are  “gentlemen
known to fame chiefly for their loyalty
to the Thompson-Lundin machine.”

“Frank H. Mesce, who lives In Lun-
din’s ward and rooms in Alderman
Michaelson's house,” It continues, “has
rocelved more than $43,000; Rogerty
Faherty, #on of the president of the
board of loeal Improvements, which
hires these experts, more than $15,.
000; Willlam A, Bither, Thompson's
leader in the Third ward, $27,000 in
the Michigan avenue case alone.”

of Ability,
Predominant Features

Nerve and

in that Body.

The league calls the activity of the
clty counell in behalf of a special leg-
Islutive sersion s one consplenous
fallure of the year, "“This means in
the end,” It sayve In reference to the
proposed special  legislative  action,
“snddling the people with bond lssues
and additional tnxes,

“The council holds the bag,” it con-
tinues, “"meekly becomes the apolo-
glst for the Thompson adminlstration
and assumes the burden of getting
the money out of the people.

“What 18 the explanation?"

“Lack of ability, nerve and leader-

ship.”
L.,

THE CITY BUDGET

1 ncll s now at work
{ Sy ot ihn T v

A the budget now stands It pro-
vides:

No increases In pay for any city
employes, except the yearly “auto-
matie” increases, This does not In-
¢lude employes who belong to unfon
labor organizations, The city will
continue to pay unlon scales.

Eight-hour working day
employes,

No pay from the city for employes
who have joined the army or navy.

Laying off of approximately 1,000
employes,

Retrenchment of from 10 to 50 per

for all

IN THE CITY COUNCIL

lmportnni Public Business Before
the Chicago Board of Aldermen

The City Council on Monduy sus-
tained the mayor's veto of an order
passod a weok ugo by the elty councll
requesting the Chicago burean of
public  eMelency and the Chieago
Federatlon of Labor to make an in-
vestigation of city hall departments.

The mayor's action was a surprise,
An attempt was made to repass the
order over the mayor's veto, but ft
falled by three votes. The vote was
44 yeas to 20 npays. Forty-seven
votes are required to pass a matter
over a velo.

In his veto message the mayor sald
he had no objection to the labor fed-
eratlon. He said this organization
was fairly regresentative of the
“greater portion of our people who
carry the real burden of the city's
nctivity and make for Its progress.”

The Councll, smong’ other things,

Amended an  ordinance to make
minimum penalty for carrying con-
cenled weapons $200 Instead of §206.

Called for explanation from proba-
tlon cofficers, city prosecutor and po-
liee for lack of prosecution of gun-
men,

Ordered saloon and poolroom keep-
ers to refrailn from harboring crim-
nals vnder pennlty of losing licenses.

Ordered pawnbrokers to report
thieves who tender stolen property,
under penalty of revocation of license,
and prohibited owners of stolen prop:
erty trom paying pawnbrokers for
its return,

Schools, fire, police and civll sery-
ice committee recommended ordi-
nance providing charge shall be made
for policemen assigned for special de-
tail for periods of three days or more.

The Council favored a $100 a month
minimum wage for police, firemen,
and clerks, If a special sesslon of
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the legislature is called and the city
gets authority to ralse additional
funds, these increases will be forth-
coming,

The council went on record as fav-
oring this program. Several alder-
men, most of them candidates for re-
election, Introduced resolutions and
orders making general incremses In
pay for city employes, but Ald. Rich-
ert, chairman of the finance com-
mittee, nsked that these be set aside
as It was no time to “bunk the em-
ployes."

“I favor $100 a month as a mini-
mum wage for members of the police
and fire departments,” said Ald. Rich-
ert. “These employes should have
it. But why pass resolutions and or-
ders when you known the city hasn't
the money to pay, unless you want to
lay off more men than you already
have dismissed.”

Ald. Richert's argument prevalled
and his suggestion was adopted mak-
ing it the sense of the counecil that
the Increases would be given if money
could be found. This carried with it
a motion by Ald. Rodriguez that all
employes who recelve less than $1500
a year be given a 15 per cent in-
crease, and those who get from $1500
1o §1800 a 10 per cent increase.

“Why not overload the budget
about $3,500,00 and let the city pay
living wages?" asked Ald. Kennedy.

“It was less than a year ago,” re-
torted Ald, Watson, “that you advo-
cated having a budget within the
revenue, Have you changed your
mind?"

“We have but $23,400,000 to spend,”
pointed out Ald. A, A, McCormick.
“How are you going to stretch this
to $28,000,0007"

Ald, Bchwartz and Byrne got intoa
heated tilt over the salary question,
The former apologized for some of
his remarks to the latter.

About every alderman who is a can-
didate for re-election made a speech,
Most of the talks were about union
labor, These stopped when it was
pointed out that the clty has always
paid union wage scales and Intends
to continue this.

Now

Leadership the
Existing

cent In appropriations
each department
year,

Enforced vacations of from two to
three days for the yvear for each clty
employe not employed on a per dlem
busis, This includes the police and
fire departments, which had figured
on u twelve day enforced vacation
for al' members,

Plan for Retrenchment.

Among the economies recommended
by the committee are several pro
posed by public officials and clvie or
ganizations, They include:

Cloring of twelve police stations.

Abolitlon of ward lines Iin the col
lection of ashes and garbage and
the cleaning of streets and alleys.

Standardization and centralization

what
Inst

under
had to spend
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Liberty Bonds will not be accep-
ted in payment of ¢ taxes,
Waiters, Barbers ahd others
must pay taxes on tips.

Liberty bonds will not be nccepted
in peyment of Income e, 18 the
statement [ssued by tor of In-
ternal Revenue Julius F. Smictanka.
The Impression that the bonds would
be accepted as ourrency has been gen-
eral, a8 s Indieated by the proffers
for tax payments made to deputy
collectors at the Income tax bureau
on the fifth floor of the federal bulld-
ing.

That the real purpose of the liberty
loan would be destroyed th o measure
If an investment now made with the
government was withdrawn to pay a
government tax Is the view taken by
Washington officials.

Mr, Smietanka has un an Inves-
tigation of persons :; renlize big
saluries in the form of Very few
of the walters, barbers, porters, ete,
who are oblized under the law to st
tips with salaries, have flled their re-
turns. The second ret of record
was filed by n barber o8 one of the
transcontinental trains. He listed in
his Income for the year $215 as rep.
rosenting tips. It is the Intention of
the internal revenue collector to send
out Investigators to check up em.
ployes of loop hotels and barber
shops, whose names are required to
be glven by employers.

WATSON WILL
RUN AGAIN

- —

Ald. Ollver L. Watdon of the
Twenty-seventh ward will be a can-
didate for renomination in the Re-
publican primaries.

Strong efforts

belng made to
secure a unlon

blicans and

Dry Movement to Close Saloons Will,

If Successful, Saddle Seven Millions
on Yoters of Chicago.

Police Now

Paid From Saloon
Have to Get Salaries From

Licenses Will

More

Taxes on Publiec.

The Drys have filed the petition for
n submission to the voters of Chicago
this spring of the proposition to close
ull of the saloons,

The City now derlves
from saloon leenses and
#even millions to for a
foree,

The ciosing of the saloons will eut
off this revenue and place an addition-
al burden on the tax payers at o time
when the tax burden s heavier than
It ever was,

More than that, it will place taxes
upon thonsands of small earners who
are not now taxed at all, for the eity
must have money to pay for its police.

This {s one of the problems involved

£57.000.000
the

police

liKes
pay

in the purchase of all clty supplies | Democrats atson, in or- | In the wet and dry question in Chi-
sog vanferialy o |derto L0000 [, ,

— =

FRANCIS 8. PEABODY

Leader in the Financial, Commercial, Political and Social Life of Chicago.

Water {o be wold on u meter basis.

The last {tem was tentatively rec
ommended by the committee Wednes-
day. It wus the plan proposed by the
Chicago bureau of public efMiciency,
which made a comprehensive survey
of the city's water bureau, The plan
provides that every home, apartment
bullding, and factory in the city shall
be provided with a meter.

A,
IROQUOIS CLUB

The Iroquols club elected Harry H.
Latham, former president of the Chi
cago Athletie assoclation, president
George 1. Relser was chosen record:
ing secretary, Oscar G, Foreman
treasurer and Juliue C. Kirchner cor-
responding secretary. Efforts are be.
ing made by the club to have Presl
dent Wilson or Secretary of War
Baker address a public mesting in
Chicago in April,

whose petition har not yet been filed,
Soclalists have mude heavy gains in
the Twenty-seventl and Is one of the
elght wards that they put down as
sure to elect SBocinlist aldermen,

John €. Kruse, who came within
700 votes of defeating Ald. Herman
Krumdick in the Eleventh ward in
1916, was announced as a candidate
for the Republican nomination, and
the fight will be renewed between
the two if Ald. Krumdick wing the
Democratic nomination, Willlam W.
Haupt flled his petition as a Demo-
Lrat in the Eleventh,

A,
MORE LiCENSE MONEY

In the event of Chicago going dry
at the spring election every business
and occupation in Chicago will have
to pay a Heense to make up the deficit
in the city treasury caused by the

$7.000,000 loss on saloon lcenses,

DRY IRREGULARITIES

Startling disclosures of iregulari-
ties in the filing of the dry petition
were promised by Willlam Legner,
president of the Chicago Brewer's As-
soclation,

He charged that §15,000 had been
raised by the drys with which to pur-
chase the numes of the 150,000 sign-
aers at the rate of 10 cents per signa-
ture, to be pald to the person who
solicited or obtained it. Further he
charged that whole pages of the peti-
tion are filled with signatures in one
handwriting.

“I did not have any suspleion of the
extent of the irregularities until the
drys made such a bitter protest to our
checking and photographing the petl
tlon," he said.

The drys replied to the charge that
page after page of the petition had
been signed in the same handwriting,
that the solicitors had visitéd homes

for the blind and slgned the Inmates’
names after latter hoad made thelr
mnrks,

“This Is the rottenest petition ever
filed in the election commisglon's of-
tee sald Mr. Legner, “The petition
filed by the drys in 1910 was proven
i per c¢ent frandulent and thig one
Is even worse

“However, It after all the fraudu.
lent names arve climinated at the end
of our check, there still remain 106,
127 names which are bona fide sign-
ers,  we will  not protest  further
agninst the Issue coming to a vote.”

The drys meanwhile were protesting
through thelr attorney, Hobert Me-
Murdy, to the election commisaion
aguinst the photographing of the petf.
tion by the wets, Mr. MeMurdy
pleaded that such an action was
against all fundamental principles of
the election laws; that the signers of
the petition might not want it known

that they had signed the petition and

that they would be held up to ridi-
cule; and that a petition should be
Just as wecret as a ballot,

A,
DRYS HAVE A FIGHT

ON THEIR HANDS

The Drys are not going to have It
all their own way in the fight to in-
crease the burdens of Chicago tax.
payers. The Wets have commenced
an attack upon the petition filed
Thursday to bring the saloon ques.
tion to a vote In Chleago at the April
electlon, More than 100 experts will
start operations on the 148,000 odd
slgnatures, In the examination room
of the elvil service commission on
the tenth floor of the City Hall,

The firat job will be to make a card
Index of the names signed to the petj-
tion. An elaborate system of check
and ecrogs check with the newest lst
of registered voters has been de-
vised by the wets. The wet leaders
expect to be in readiness to start
the next stage of the attack upon the
valldity of the petition within ten
days or two weeks at the latest.

The drys made a determined effort
to destroy these sweeping plans of
the wets. A big delegation from the
Chicago Dry federation appeared for
mally before the board of election
commissioners, with the contention
that the petition could not be separ-
ated, sheet by sheet, but must remain
intact in s present form, about four
feet high and reposing on a freight
truek In the election board vaulis.

They did not deny the right of the
wets 1o copy the names, but they in-
sisted that the job be undertuken
with the huge petition, Just as 1
stands., Chielf Clerk Dennis J. Egan
replied that the anthdrys possess the
right to a “reasonable opportunity®
to scrutinfze the petition, and as-
serted that if It had to remaln Intact
not more than two persons could
work at it, and probably a vear would
be required to copy the names

This viewpoint of Chief Clerk Egan
waus upheld by Colin O, H., Fyffe, at-
torney for the board of electlon com-
missioners

Ao
CITY EXPERT GRAFT

pert” graft. Leon Hornstein, assist-
ant corporation counsel, says he has
been somewhat misrepresented in re-
ports of his stand. He says he is
preparing a draft of an ordinance to
be submitted to the subcommittee of
the council committee Investigating
the system of employment of city ex-
perts,

It was Inferred from Mr. Horn.
stein's remarks that he did not be-
lHeve It possible to frame an ordi
nance that would cover the expert
witness fee abuse,

“What 1 meant was that it Is not
good law to place In an appropriation
ordinance the mandates directing an
administrative offiee,” sald Mr. Horn-
stein, “The general practice has
been from time immemorial not to

Incuamber an appropriation ordinance
with  admini=trative  directions. I
told Ald. Nance, who heads the sub-
committee, that the councll  should
imiss a separnte ordinance covering
the question of the employment of
experts, It Is on this line we are
working,

“The corporntion counsel’s otfice s
working In good faith with the com-
mittee on this guestion. It is o dim
cult proposition to work out and will
tike rome thought us @ general prop-
osltion an expert witness must qual-
Ify to puss muster as a witness in
court, and | am of the opinfon some-
thing can be worked out to provide
an administrative plan.”

Mr. Hornsteln favors the sugges
tion nf Joseph Donnersberger that the
question of the employment of ex-
perts be under the supervision of a
commission made up of city officialy’

Jather thyn one composed of real es-

tate men. Mr. Donnersherger sug-
gosts a commission consisting of the
chairmoan of the flonnce committee,
the commissioner of public works
and the head of the cliy's real es.
tute department,

George W. Miller, who was first as-
sistant corporation counsel under the
Fred A. Busse administration, sald it
it popsible to provide an ordinance
that will regulate the expert withess
issue,

“It will not be difficult to make it
clear that an expert on real estate
must be o man who 8 in the real os-
tate  business and who knows that
business,” said Mr. Miller, “Such an
ordingnee will do away with much of
the politieal abuse compluined of In
the hiring of experts, It would not
be wise to hire experts by the month
or the year, however. The ity
would be taking a chance, for the
other side in the case could bring out
the foct that the witness testifying
was on a regular pay roll and as such
the testimony came from one regia-
larly in the city's smploy.”

Willlnm H. Sexton, former corpors
tion counsel, sald that the contention
of Mr. Hornstein that the administra
tive end should be taken care of In a
separute ordinance looked lke sound
law to him.

About the ity hall the opinfon pre
valls that the councll will pass an
ordinance covering the hiring of ex
perts

A,
LAWYERS TO
AID FIGHTERS

Enlisted men of the
who need legal pssistance have
Invited to seek the ald of the
mittee just uppointed by the Lawyer's
Assoclation of NHpnols,  The six mem
bers of the committee pre Peoter Rich

AFmMmy Oor nns
by

Coim

ard Boylan, Julivs N Heldman, Jos
hup H. Lewis, Ambrosoe A Waorsley,
Newton Wyeth and Harry W sSun
dige. The headguarters of the con
mittee in in Mr. BHoylan's offfce, 150
Tribune bullding, where reguests for

ald should be forwarded

el
BENJAMIN MITCHELL
IN THE RACE

Former Legislator Aspires to Alder
man Smith's Seat in City Council
Benjamin Mitchell, former state log

Islnture, aspires to be o ety father

With the appearance of a petition

bearing the name of Benjamin M. Mit

chell, 3227 Park avenune, (n the oMee

of City Clerk James T lgoe, it b

came known that Alderman Joseph

Higgins Smith of the Fourteenth ward

will have o real battle on his hands

lo retain his soat
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