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Chicago Job Holders Organize to Treble
Burden of Taxation and Confiscate
Property of the Poor

Rents and Taxes Will Soar and Mamny Working-
men Will Lose the Savings of

The coldest blooded robbery of the
public ever planned is in the request
made by the City Council of Chicago
to the Legislature for permission to
treble the tax on the small property
owners of Chicago.

The request 1s made in the Interest
of the city job holders unlons, the
members of which hold life jobs under
the Civil Service and who are or
ganized to get the last drop of blood
out of the people.

Rents will soar.

The property of the poor will be
confiscated.

But the job holders unlons will get
what they are after,

Few people realize the strength of

the unions as fostered by the Clvil

Service laws,

City job holders can be memblers
of the legislature and still hold th
eity jobs—meroly taking a furl
until the legizlative work Is over,

City job holders ean be Aldermen
and still hold thelr city jobs,

8o the city job holders can get all
the legislation they want while the
pockets of the taxpayers have any-
thing in them.

The people are powerlesas.

They have no organization.

There are a couple of real estate
“boards” in the clty,

Outslde of giving dinnera to them-
selves once In n while or talking about
the Torrens law or the weather real
estate boards never do anything,

So the taxpayers of Chicago can pre-
pare to be skinned allve,

A boost in the tax rate of $1.65 per
$100 of nusessed valuntion was recom-
mended by the elty councll committee
on finance, which approved an appro-
priation bill providing for expendl
tures of $356,306,469 out of the corpo-
riate fund. At the same time the com-
mittes completed an alternative
“baby"” budget totaling a little over
$15,000,000, proposed in the avent there
in mo legislative authorization of the
inoreased tax rate. This would cut
thousands of city employes .out of
their jobs.

The conr  will have to approve the
larger prog m and the state legisla-
ture will ha, \ to act favorably before
any provisior. of this budget can be
carried out. A roar Is expected on the
tax increase proposition, as it means
this:

If you live on the south side and

a Life Time

have a home worth $3.000, you pay on
$1,000 of assessed valuation, ‘The rate
now is $68.560 for the south town. The
riste proposed would be $76 per $1,000
of assessed valuation, n boost of §16.60
per $1,000. Residents of other parts
of town will be similarly hit,

The city's corporate fund is limited
by state law to $1.10. 'The recommen-
dation made by the committee means
increasing this to $2.96 If leglalative
approval {s obtained. 1t is expected
that the Increased tax rate will be
fought bitterly, as it means higher
rents for homes and apartments and
more taxes for all who pay taxes, In-
¢luding persons and estates that are
large and likewise small holders of
renl estate and bulldings.

SR
COMMISSION TO
RULE CHICAGO

The corporation counsel's office has
drafted five bills at the request of the
council finance committee which if
passed by the state legislature will
give Chicago a commission form of
government. The five bills provide:

A city manager,

Changes in the selection of city
clerk, treasurer and comptroller,

Creating o new department to have
charge of the city comptroller's and
clity treasurer's office.

Nonpartisan election of aldermen,

Amendments to the act consolidat-
ing the locul governments,

The bille have been sent to the f1-
nance committee for action. If they
are passed upon favorabl® they will be
gent to the leglslature for action,

A,
FEDERATION OF LABOR

PROPOSES JOHN FITZ-
PATRICK FOR MAYOR

John Fitzpatrick, president of the
Chicago Federation of Labor, is now
before the public as labor's candidate
for mayor.

Four hundred delegates of the new
independent labor party named him
for that office at a nominating conven.
tion at Hodcarriers’ Hall, 814 West

IN THE LEGISLATURE

Work of lllinois Lawmaking Body

By a vote of 84 to 66 the Illinols
house of representatives ratified the
federal prohibition amendment. The
senate passed the resolution last
week.

Both Bpeaker Shanahan and the
committe on commitiees of the senate
are at work on the committees. It is
understood that there will be few
changes In either house, The wise.
acres are forecasting that Speaker
Shanshan will head his most impor-
tant committees about as follows:

Appropriations—Edward J. Smejkal
of Chicago.

Judiclary ~— Willam P. Holaday
Georgetown,

Publie Utilitles and Transportation
—Carl Mueller, Chicago.

Judiclal Department and Practice—
Gotthard A. Dahlberg, Chicago.
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Temperance — Norman F.
Moro,

Liberal—Thomas Curran, Chicago.

Agricultural—Israel Dudgeon, Mor-
ris,

Roads and Bridges—Homer J, Tice,
Green view,

Flagg,

Banks and Banking — Richard
Meents, Ashkum.
Democrals expect no committe
chairmanships.

The same committee in the senate
probably will be headed as follows:

Appropriations—Edward C. Curtis,
Grant Park.

Judiclary—Richard J, Barr, Joliet.

Publie Utilitles and Transportation
—John Dalley, Peoria.

Judicial Department and Practice—
W. 8. Jewell, Lewiston,

" Temperance — Charles L. Wood,
Keens.

Liberal—Franeis P, Brady, Chicago.

Roads and Bridges—Henry M. Dun-
lap, Savoy,

Banks and Banking—Clayton C. Per-
vier, 8hefleld.

Agriculture—8imon B, Lantz, Con-
gorville,

Harrlson streot. Immediately he an-
nounced that no contributions for the
party campalgn would be recelved
except from labor sources.

Other nominees of the mew party
selected by ncclamation are: John
Kikulskl, Polish organizer of the stock

REINBERG BALKS
SQUANDERING OF
PEOPLE'S MONEY

Patronage seekers among the mem-
bers of the forest preserve btommis
slon were reported to be planning to
pad the rolls of that body and take
care of the pressure for jobs they are
being subjected to, Peter Relnberg,
president of the commission, an-
nounced that he Wwould oppose any
unnecessary expenditure of money,
particularly In view of the fact that
the county commission, the member
ship of which i identical with the for
est preserve commiasion, Is preparing
to move on the leginlnture at Spring-
field with a demand for more money
for county purposas.

It Is reported that a list of appoint-
ments for the forest preserve commis.
slon has been prepared, and that it
calls for many more employes than
are employed at the present time and
an increased expenditure of about
$50.000. Among the new employes
wanted are asix district superinten:
dents, There are mo such superinten-
dents at present,

S,
LATHAM HEADS

IROQUOIS

The following are to be the officers

Brundage and Deneen Republican Fac-
tions Bury Hatchet Get Back
of Judge for Mayor

Merriam Will Contest at the Primary, but Will
Support Olson at the Polls if

Harry Olson, Chief Justice of the
Municipal Court {8 the cholce of the
Brundage and Deneen factions of the
Republican party for Mayor,

He will lead the fight on Thompson.

Captain Charles E, Merriam will
contest for the nomination at the pri-

—

COLONEL B, A. ECKHART.

-

Popular Miller and Republican Leader Who Declined to Become a Candidate for Mayor.

— - - ———

yards workmen, for eity clerk; Knute
G. Torkelson, a carpenter, for city
treasurer,

A,
SENATOR SHER-
MAN WILL RETIRE

An Assoclated Press dispatch from
Washington says that Senator Law-
rence Y. Sherman of Illinols intends
to retire from public life at the end
of his present term, March 3, 1919,

A,

One of the very vest Aldermen in
the City Counecil, is Ddward F. Culler-
ton, He has been longest in the public
service of any member of the Oity
Council and his usefulness to the peo
ple has been demonstrated over asd

over agaln.

of the Iroqueis ('lub for the ensuing
year;

President—Car! R. Latham,

Vies President—Willlam A, Doyle,

Treasurer—Oscar G, Foreman,

Secretary—GQGeorge L. Reker.

Board of Managers—John W, Eck-
hart, Edward D. Hulbert, William E,
Dever, Roswell B. Mason, Otto Kubin,
William A. Tilden, Henry B, Cham-
berlin, Henry Horner, Jullus F.
Smietanka, Morgan L. Davies, Michael
L. Igoe, Oscar Mayer, Benjamin J. Alt-
helmer, Harry R, Gibbons and Joseph
Sabath.

Mr. Latham, who is a brother of the
late H. H. Latham, former president

of the club, who died of influenza re.

cently, is the candidate for president
on both the regular and members'
tickets,

Thomas J. Webb I8 coming to the
front as & mayoralty dark horse on
the Democratio side.

maries, but will support Olson If he
wins the nomination,

ey,
MERRIAM FIGHTS GRAFT

Capt. Charles E. Merriam, republi-
can, eandidate for the mayoralty nom-
ination, urged citizens to keep up the
fight for good government and to keep
in sight at all times what they are
fighting for., Capt. Merriam addressed
the League of Cook County Clubs in
the Fine Arts bullding,

“In the tumult of the struggle for
better government, we must not lose
slght of the goal” he said. “From
time to time we must lift up our eyes
to see where we are moving, We may
see a city where graft and greed have
been led captive; where privilege and
Its shadow, poverty, have been driven
out through the clty's gates. We may

see a colty where the public interest

Beaten by Him

sits firmly on the throne, supreme
over private interest and privilege,

“We may see a city where the sinls-
ter system linking the machine of the
boss with the predatory public utility,
and the hideous gangs who trade In
vice and ecrime s shattered and dis-
persed; where the machinery and
tools of government that do the peo-
ple's will shall be sharp and bright
and clean, adapted to the work they
must do; where the range and scope
of the eity's power shall cover the
range and scope of our local human
needs; where men and women shall
share alike the grave responsibilities
of governing their common affairs;
where the acts and agents of govern-
ment shall always be subject to the
people’s will; where the public pay
rolls and purchases serve the public
and not a party, a faction or a per
R_OryY

A,
LOUKS LIKE

Many Democratic leaders are of the
opinion that in the interest of har-
mony the Organization may agree to
the suggestion of Congressman Sab-
ath, Frank Paschen, Alderman Kost-
ner and other strong Harrison men
and name Congressmuan James Me-
Andrews for mayor,

A,
THOHPSON CONFIDENT

Mayor Thompson and his  triends
are confident of winning the Republi-
can nomination over Olson and Mer-
riam,

Mayor Thompson opened his cam-
palgn for renomination and re-election
with a mass meeting Tuesday night
in Arcadla Hall at Broadway and Sun-
nyside ave. The petition with s
00,000 signers asking the mayor to
make the race was formally presented.

The mayor In his initial  &peech

made an attack upon Alderman H. D,
Capitain and the traction interests.
Health Commissioner John DIill Rob-
orteon also spoke and as an added
attraction a complete bill of vaude-
ville acts was ataged,

When Mayor Thompson and Judge
Olson met in the 1916 primaries the
latter was considered a favorite. The
nomination went to Thompson by a
narrow margin, the Second Ward
with its large Negro vote being the
determining factor,

A,
McCULLOCH DECLINES

Charlgs A: McCulloch In the follow-
ing statement declined to becopte a
candidnr, for the; Republican inn-
' Hon - for- !

o

“Reocently my name has been in-
cluded In a list of men as a candidate
for mayor on the Republican ticket,

“My name has been put forward by
friends with whom 1 have been nasoe
c¢lated for years, 1 thank them for
the compliment which they have thus
bestowed upon me, but 1 wish to say
that I am not a candidate, My busi-
ness connections take up all of my
time, and the suerifiee Involved scoms
to be one which | hardly could make,"

S~
QUINLAN FOR

- TREASURER

Twenty-fifth Ward Democrat
Boosted for Nomination,

Friends of Willilam F. Quinlan of
the Twenty-fifth ward are boosting
him for the democratic nomination for
clty treasurer,

Mr. Quinlan is a ploneer of Edge-
water and I8 president of the Edge.

water Coul company,

IN THE CITY COUNCIL

Important Publlc' Business Before

the Chicago Bo

ard of Aldermen

Legislative action boosting the Chi-
CHgo tax rate $1.65 per $100 of as.
sossed valuation will be sought by the
city ocouncil if a recommendation
passed by the elty councll is approved
by the entire body of aldermen. A
“baby budget,” ealling for the dig.
charge of thousands of policemon, fire-
men and ather city employes has been
submitted as un  wlternutive hould
the city fuil to get reliel from the
leglslature

The budget based on the ncome for
1619 now in sight calls for an expen-
diture of $15,680,437 as compared to

26,272,080, the revised appropriation
for 1918 The appropriation  bil
worked out on the assumption that the
legislature will provide for a greater
corporate income for a 1810 expendi.
ture of $I35,356,469. This will con-
tinue in effect the sulary Increases
given city employes lust year and pro-
vide for additional employes called for
by department heads,

The “baby budget” worked out by
the finance committes cuts the police
department from $7,872,537 to $5,230,-
965 and the fire department from $3,-
772,818 to $2.034,044. The corporation
counsel's office is cul from $270,850
to $28.900, leaving only the head of the
department and a few employes.

The election commission, which re.
celved nearly $1,000,000 last year, is
cut off without u cent, and the depart-
ment of public welfare and the bureaun
of statistics are also abolished,

Chicago's appropriation bill for 16819,
providing for expenditures from the

corporate Mind of $45,396.5090, was sent
1o the city council lgat night by tho
lnance committee, which has  been
working on the budget for several
wesks,

The ordinance for the Ogden ava.
extension was referred to the streota
and alleys committes, where it will
be formally approved

The Council approved n contract
with the governmont for all vacant
spuce on the Municipal Plar for stor-
ing wutomobiles and war equipment,
The city will recvive $130.000 annuale
Iy a8 rentul

Alderman Maypole's order chaugling
the hours at which awtomobiles are
praobibited trom parking In the loop
wis passid,  The new hours are from
T to 9 a, m iustend of 7 to 10 and
from 4:30 to 6 p. m. instead of from
1:30 to 7 p. m,

Curs will be parmittad to park oth-

erwisn for one hour instead of a ha'f
hour,

Maoyor Thompson was directed to ex-
tend an invitation to Cardinal Mer-
cler of Belgium, Alderman Richert
suggested this.
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