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TAXI OU

TR

Alderman Steffens’ Committee Hears
Stories of Overcharging Which Are
Familiar Facts to Many People

The Taxi

Occupies

Unique Place in Chicago

for It Rules Both the Streets

The taxl monopoly in Chicago has
got to be curbed.

There I8 no limit to the extortion
practiced upon the public by some
chauffeurs for indepeudent as well as
some working for regular companies.

Ald. Walter P, Steffen turned wit-
ness before hig own committee and
declared taxieab chauffeurs over
charge on 60 per cent of their trips.

He told the council police commit-
tee, of which he Is chairman, he had
recelved numerous complaints of petty
overcharges by Individual drivers.

Ald, Bheldon W. Govier added to the
chalrman’s testimony by a tale of his
own experiences,

“It happened Jjust this way' he
sald. *I got Into a taxi at 2:10 o'clock
and rvode for an hour When I got ont
the chauffeur insisted on charging me
for an hour and thirty-five minutes,
in spite of the fact 1 compared
watches with him before we started,
and a comparison at the time [ alight-
ed showed his watch had gained
thirty-five minutes during the trip.
He called up his firm and tried in
every way to make me pay him for
the extra thirty-five minutes, but 1
didn't.”

The gommittee ordered an investl
gution of the subject of taxicab fares,
and the chalrman named Alds. Cers
mank, Dorney, and Touhy to make the
investigation,

State's Attorney Hoyne denled Ed-
ward N. Nockels, secretary of the Chl-
ecago Federntion of Labor, had ap-
pealed to him In regard to the alleged
use of deputy sherlffs’ stars by em-
ployes of the Yellow Taxicab com-
pany.

“In case there is any misunder-
standing, however," sald Mr., Hoyne,
“the state's attorney condemns as Im-
proper, if not illegal and criminal,
the practice of swearing in as peace
ofMcers employes of any private cor-
poration, or individuals who owe thelr
alleglance to and recelve thelr com-
pensation from the latter.”

AR,
YOTE AGAINSTALL

BOND ISSUES THISFALL

Vote against all of the bond lssues
next fall.

Chieago taxpayers are to be bur
deped with still heavier debts after
the next November election,

The tireless reformers who are
willing to spend everybody's money
but their own have framed up a nice
kettle of flsh to dose the public with,

The contractors who will benefit by
the move and the negro lnbor which
will be imported to do most of the
work are the only people who are not
kicking.

Here is the bill of fare planned by
the schemers and the amount of coin

they hope to extract from your
pockets:
Widening and stralghtening

of Western avenue. . .... $2,400,000
Extension of Ogden ave-

BB viveieemamn b e 6,400,000
Reclaiming and  improving

South Water street...... 4,800,000
Widening and extension of

Ashland avenue.......... 0,800,000
Widening ang extenslon of

Robey streot.......co000s $,200,000
Completion of  Michigan

boulevard lok........... 2,000,000

The very suggostion of “widening
and straightening” Wostern avenue s
n huge and ghastly Joke,

And the public Is expectod to “cough
up"” two milllon four hundred thou-
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and the Public

sand dollars to carry the joke out and
make some men rich.

The extension of Ogden avenue s
a farce,

Ogden avenue commences nowhere
and ends nowhere,

Its extension to Lincoln Park would
mean the expenditure of nearly six
milllon dollars In order to glve a
floating population on the southwest
slde a chance to sleep In Lincoln Park
on Bunday nights.

Talk about graft. Ogden avenue ex-
tension would produce bales of It
And the people would pay

freight,

“Reelalming and improving South
Water street” I8 a good one,

The idea of making the public at
large puy $2,800,000 in order to increase
the rert rolls of South Water street
property owners Ia rich.

Verily, the fools are not all dead.

The grafters are very much alive.

Fifteen milllons of dollars are asked
for the widening and extenslon of
Robey streeot and Ashland avenue.

This Is the most appalling case of
grafting lmpude.ce on record.

Ees =N
JUDGE SCULLY IS RIGHT

Chicago's Able County Judge
Wants an Institution to Hold
Morons of the Fitzgerald Type,

the

Judge Thomas I, Scully is planning
to call n meeting of official experts to
devise wavs and moeans of minimizing
the peril of conditions that make it
possible for such men as Thomas R.
Fitzgerald, confessed slayer of Janet
Wilkinson to run at large.

Among those who will be asked to
attend are Dr. Herman M. Adler, state
eriminologist; Charles [, Thorne, di
rector of the department of publie
welfare; Chief of Pollee Garrity,
Chief Justice Harry Olson of the Mu-
nicipal Court, Coroner Peter M, Holf-
man and President Peter Reinberg of
the county board,

It s hoped by the co-operation of
these and other officials that arrange-
ments may he made whereby the
county will supply temporary relief
to be continued by the state follow-
fng the next sesslon of the legiglature,

g,
MAYOR THOMP-

SON ON AIR SHIP
!E_FULATWN

Speaking about dirvigibles, Mayor
Thompson sajd:

“I am golng to do everything in
my power to asslst in establishing
laws in Chicago that will bear the
relation to the air as trafMe regulations
to the street.

“If dirigibles containing Inflammu-
ble gases are permitied to iy over
eltios, certain aerial lines of travel
should bo designated and leonsed
rogulations of aireraft be provided
for those using them,

“I am opposed to permitting any
airship which uses Inflammable gases
lo pass over the city, Laws regulat-
Ing alr traffic will be absolutely nee-
ossary in time, and they might as
well be experimenting with such laws
now as later”

S,

WRIGLEY WILL HAVE
WORLD'S LARGEST
GUM FACTORY

Chicngo will have the largest chew-
ing gum factory in the world. Work
on the new bullding of the William
Wrigley, Jr,, Company, at Thirty-fifth
street and Ashland avenue, has been
started, and I8 expected to be com-
pleted in about a year,

The new factory will be double the

slze of the one at the present site,
and will have 1,260,000 square feet
of floor space. The structure will be
eight storles high.

A demand for chewlhg gum In
France and England, created by Amer-
lean soldlers, has increased exporta-
tions,

The new bullding will have a roof

WARN CONVENTION
CANDIDATES ~ 10
AVOID PLEDGES

The Civie Fedoaration gsued a bulle
tin urging candidates for the constl
futional convention not to pledge
themselves on  proposals likely to
come np, It asks them not to "fore-
cloge their judgement,’” and says “the
only proper pledge a eandidate can
give s that he will do all in hi= power
to promote the welfare of the people”

“Having observed,” sa¥8 the bulle-
tin, “that in the confuslon of n cam-
palgn candidates for other legislative
positigns at times have bheen pre-
valled upon to commil themselves In
ways that later proved edllnrruuhm‘
we take the liberty of ealling your
attention to this practice on the part
of certaln organizations and inter
ests, and of warning you agninst such
insldious efforte

“Wa belleve the purpose of the con.
vention Is to modernige provisions of
the constitution whieh bave hecome
antiguated, preserving the coherence
of the Instrument, rogardloss of the
amount of revision that may be
deemed necessary. We do not sup
pose the people Intended, in voting
for such a reviglon, that the conven-
tion should meet merely 0 sabmit
back to the voters any or all changes
which various small groups might de-

mand."

ISE TAX

People of Chicago Are Overwhelmed With

Burdens Created by Fad-Hunting
Skylarks of Promoters

Ordinary Taxes Are Going Sky-High and the

“Speeials’” for Bond Issues Will
Increase Their Load

The wasting of countless millions

of dollars of the public money at this
time on schemes like the “Boulevard”
lnk,
Western anvenue and Robey street fads
is having o bad publie effect,

Ogden avenue extension and

The proposition to tax the people

e — e a— == —_— —

garden, recreation hall, restaurant,
hospital, welfare department, hand-
ball courts, library, clubrooms, smok-
ing rooms, gymnpasium and shower
baths,

STEFFEN WANTS
COURT FOR WOMEN

Chairman Walter 1", Btefflen sug-
gested to the counell police committes
that It recommend the ereation ol a
special court exclusively for women,
He sald the consolidation of the three
women's police detention homes into
a central bullding, with a court at-
tached, would save large amounts of
public funds, Acting Chiet Alcock
and Aldermen Steffen, Eaton and
Passmore investigated the homes durs
ing the afternocon, The committes
spoke In favor of the proposal, but
deferred action for further considera-
tion,

IPUT DE VRY BACK

W, O, DUNTLEY,
Head of the big Duntley-Dayton Co., who is often mentioned for Governor,

AS HEAD OF Z00,
4,000 ELKS ASK

An organized movemoent to get 'y
De Vry back as keeper of the Lincoln
Purk oo was begun. Four thousand
Chicago Elks are bebind it, They
have started petitions addressed to
the Lincoln Park commissioners, ask-
ing that they reconsider their action
in discharging De Vry from the place
he had held for thirty-one years.

The people generally want to see
him put back.

AR,

Fdwin R. Landon, president of the
Standard Fire Escape Company |s
one of the solid men of Chicago, His

company is noted for the reliability
of its output,

of Chicago $£3,800,000 for helping
South  Water street  lundlords by
“heantifying” that wtreet Is another

humbug

The whole thing I8 a dissatist{ying
element that I hard understand
amd the bond propositions are all in
favor of an exciuslve class,

Thesge so-callod Improvements only
incrense the high cost of Hving and
Apur more peaple to living
thelr means,

beyond

Voto against all of the bond issue
in November

Rents will go up enormously ae a
result of this “plan' to enrich con-
tractors by “beautifying"” pet districts

Property owners do not know where
they are getting off ut.

Tax bills next Junuary will be
about one-third higher than last Jan-
nary, Martin O'Heien, head of the tax
extenslon bureau, estimated, due to
Inereased rates allowed various tax-
ing bodiea by the Legislature

An idea of the proportion of the

Inerease wis given by Mr. O'Brien
thus:

“Take a North Side home valued
at $4,000, Last year the assessed
villuation wnas 82,000, the tax rate
£6.21 and the tax £124.20. This year
Ity assessed valuntion Is rafged to
4,000 nnd the rate 18 lowered to

approximately &5,06,
nmount to $165."

but the tux will

The rates probably will not he de

termined until November, The dis
tribution last vear was:
State ... ... .3 .76
County p (1
Forest presorve | KilH
Sanitary district R (1]
City .... 4 AR e 1.68
Schools ........ . ceees 1,08
TOWR ioovvaninisini Jd4
4 T, R A e AP b
Lincoln Park bonds A0
Totul B L |
The clty, through Assistunt Cor

poration Counsel Leon Hormsgteln, won
o temporary vietory when County
Judge Willlams overruled objeetfons
of several rallronds to that portion
of the tax levy intemwded for the polles
fire and municipal peasion funds, 11

the objections nre sustnined by the
state Supreme Court, to whieh they
will be appealed, the chty will lose
aver 1000000

A,
ABANDON SUBWAYS

Give the Surface Lines All of the
Gross Receipts from Fares,

Ralse the Salaries of the Employes
and Give the People Good Street
Car Service,

For years the city of Chicago hns
heen taking 66 per cent of the gross
receipts of the Chicago Surface Lines

MSothing hag « been done with
this money which now amounts to
over thivty-five milbons of dollnrs

Contractors and politicians want to
build subways with ft.

Subways are no  good

except for
graflt,

They never were any good and pev-

er will be any good Tor public us

Clilepgo demands and shonld recelve
bettir street car service

The oMcinls of the surface lines
are anxious to glve better service but
have not money onough to give it

Now that conductors and motormen

wre nsking ror mors pay

They are entitled to
But the surfuce lines cannot grant
thelr request without ralsing fares

from 6 to 10 ¢enls

This puts the cost on the long suf

[ering public.

The best way outl of this dilemma
g for the ity to surrender (U shore
of the gross receipt to the surface
Hnes

Ihen the salaries of thoe employes
ety be palsed

The service can be fmproved

And the fure 1o the public will
mitln o8 it Is—5 cents, including unl

versial transfers

A
VOTE FOR THESE

New Laws for Chicago, of Which
Voters Should Approve At

the Polls in November.
The conference committoe of tho
various elvie orgamlzations of Chi

cago having in charge leglslution fu
vared by the different bodies has pre-
pared a report showing the results
of its work at Springfleld and an ex

plitnation of two laws that  were
passed and will be voted on ut the
election next November, The report

Is signed by Cornelins Lynde, chair-
man, and Joseph Cumming, secretary.

, thon are

In speaking of legislative action the
report saye:

“Of the measures affecting the Chi-

cago city government which were
urged upon the general assembly of
Hlinols at its recont sossion by the

conference committee of clvie organ-

Izations, three have been enncted into
laws, They are:
"1 The Wil for the nonpartisan

election of aldermen in Chleago, (Sen
ate BT 2480

The bill changing the number
of wards In Chicogo from thirty-five
to fifty, providing for fifty aldermen
Instead of seventy, all belog elected
nt the same time so as to reducoe the
number of elections. i House  bill
700.)

3, The bill to reduce the number
of legal lolideys by providing that
no primary day and no election day,
except the regularly bienninl election
In XNovember, shall be a legal holl-
day,  (Senate bill 2300)

"While these measures constitute
only a part of the program of con-
structive legislation for Chicago for
mulated by the conference committen

for presentation to the

general ae-
sembly, they reprosent progressive
ktoeps of importance The act to re-
diuce the nunmiber of holidays s al-
resdy dn full efMect, without further
wetion by the olectorate, anmd honce

forth primury dayvs and eleetjon days

except for one election day In No
vomber every two vears—will not be
holldays, The other two meassnres

must he approved the people of
Chieago on a referendum vote before
becoming operativi They will
submitted to the people of Chicago
for approval or rejection at the elee
tion of November 4 of this vear, when
delegates to the constitution eonven
oy b

by

bhe

chosen

“The nonpartisun bill, as first intro
diced and as passed by the sennte
applied 1o the mavor and sldermen
and to the ety clerk and city treas
urer so long as they should remain
elective,  Thao before passing
the bill, Hmbted Wt appleation to als
dermen onls

“The bill to reduce the number of
elections, as pagsed, provides for ffty

louse,

wiards, one alderman to 4 ward, the
term  of aldermen, beglnning  with
1928, 1o be two years or four Years,
e the peoople mny decide on o =epar-
ate referendum when voting on the
adoption of the aet The recull fen
ture has been eliminotod

I the act adopted thig fall, wl
dermen to be elooted noxt pring
1020—will he chosen from the existing
Wil rve for one yYour toerms
In 1821 the elections will ue for o
two yeur perlod from the new N0y
wrd Heginning with 10e0 ha ol
fdermen will 1 clecivd Tor elthor two
or fouy yveur terme, o8 may have bees
decided by the g il n o referen
dum vyote Fhe aet g passed ocon
tinng Ih 1 ek nd el 1
urer as oleetive il thi i
to be four each, ]
124

F - N

Frank A Tolhimsan 1 il e
manager of the Gronnoan Cake C
poration, Is one of (he most popnlae
andl ideawnke voung men In Chi
cago. He | viery popular o polit
ieal clreles and moany prediet o big

puble enreor for him

P o

The MceAvoy Company is manufae

tuving o temperance drink that bigd
fuir 1o become very popular. It is
called “Alphe®” and jts strengtheoning
and Invigorating gualities are much
privvsed. The MeAvoy company s
wlso  producing dealeahollzed \Vali
Marrow, which Is universally populas
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