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TRUE REFORMERS.

DAMAGING ADMISSION
BY THE OFFICIALS.

That Fitty Thousand Dol
lar Grab.

BOUGHET WHAT ALREADY
BELONGED TO THEM.

Gave Awaj_ $10,000.00

SURPRISING EXTRAVAGANOE--REV,
BROWNE'S PLEADINGS.

No Specification as to Time in the Official
Records—The Seller May Take His
Money Now or in Anuual Install-
ments—Mr. Banks Protested
in Vain—Gag Law In-
voked—The Minority
Squelched —Vote
Without De-
bate.

It has been contended bl¥ many that
the plans bought from HRev. Browne
werg.plans of the Gpand Fountain, and
Rccordingly the Ovder purchased what
it already owned,

That the officials at the True Reform
er'’s building should take this view of
the matter is surprising, and yet the
make this declaration in their officia

orﬁln

ere is the heading,copied word for

word from page G of their publieation

3 2; first line of the same heading may

i found too in the index of the same
official document on page 4.

| YREV.W. W. BROWNE SELLS THE
| PLANS OF THE GRAND FOUN-
! TAIS 70 THE GRAND FOUN-
. TAIN.

" Which Prevents His Bringing Out in the
A FPutare & Rival Institution to The
Grand Fountain; which prevents
hiz heirs or relativesfrom
claiming. at bis death,

any portion of the Property or Moneys of
Grand Fountain, as has been said
heretofore by people who were
anxious abont what would
; become of The Grand
Fountain and the
' property at his
death.
* frice charged by Wm. W. Browne for
Plans $40,000; price voted and given
by Grand Fountain. $50,000,
payable in 10 years with-
out interest, in equal in-

stallments of $6,000 to be paid from the
@General Fund; not from the Endow-
ment, Death or 8ick Fund; not
from the Stock or Dividend
~. Fund; not from the
\.._x Property or Rent
: Faud."

Now the above glaring head lines
were written and given out from the
€ True Reformers’ offices, and are official.

A POINTED QUESTION.

How could Rev. Browne legally or
honestly sell the plans of the Grand
Fountain, which means the Grand
Fountain's plans, to the Grand Foun-
tain 7

How can Jones sell the plans of Jim
Smith to the same Jim Smith? Would
not Jim Bmith be regarded as a fool
or an idiot to buy what already be-
longed to him? Yet this is what the
official organ of the Grand Fountain
gays that the Grand Fountain did.
Was there ever a more insane action?

A DIBCREDITABLE REFLEOTION.

But this heading intimates that had
Rev. Browne been embarassed or undu-
ly annoyed he would have brought out
a rival institution to the Grand Foun-
n. So this then is the cause of the
arm, and the basis for the fear
hich has existed.

Well, may Rev. Browne exelaim,
Bave me from my friends!”

Piuus declaration says that this ae-
on prevents his heirs or relatives
¢laiming any portion of the
roperty or moneys of Grand Foun-
n at hiz death.

PROPERTY AND
“ED.

If the amount voted is not paid be-
fore he'dies. it prevents no such thing
for if the contract is a valid one, he
and his relatives can claim the proper-
ty or the money to the full amount of
t‘a balance due. Any school-boy
knows this, and it is surprising that
s legal mind should have overlooked
or purposely misstated a fact.

he contract has been made and
Rey. Browne can elaim the full amount
so specifled unless the validity of the
same is tested and overturned in the
60“1"’-8.

:. +
i
is

MONEYS INVOLV-

SIVING AWAY TEN THOUSAND DOLLARS.

The article in question admits that
ten thousand dollars more than Hev.
Browne charged was  given
him by the Grand Fountain. Again
comes the question, what right had A
and B to give away O's property when
) objected to such a transaction ?

In this same official statement is the
declaration that this money is to be
paid Reverend Browne out of the Gen-
eral Fund and “not from the endow-
ment, death or sick fund, not from the
stock or dividend fund, not from  the
property or rent fund.” S

'
WHAT I8 THE GENERAL /rt.'sn ?

The next question is, what consti-
tutes the general fund

On page 9 of the olp{:iul statement,
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income from all sources not ineluding
that from the True Reformer's Sav-
ings Bank

After saying that the money would
not be taken from the funds cited Mr.
W P. Burrell over his own official sig-
nature says:

. THE QUESTION ANSWERED.

“The income from sll departments
of the Order, outside of the Bank is
over $200,000 a year.

From this amount we ﬁ‘, sick dues,
assessments, rent and other authorized
bills. FgoM THIS AMOUNT WILL COME
rax $5,000 EACH YEAR FOR MR. W. W.
BROWNE."

After saying on psage 6 that the
money for Reverend Browne would
not come out of the amount for rick
dues, assesements. rents, endowments,
stock, ete , on page §, Mr. W. P. Bur-
rell admits that it will be taken from
any or all of these same funds

o make the case even plainer, we
take Mr Burrell’s own figures and es-
Eemst&- for the year ending Septem-

r, '96:

BURFRISING ESTIMATES,

Dues payable........cieess.. § 165,176

Rents 15,000
Stock sales...... AR |t |
Joining {eef ... . 18,000
ERREERIER .oisos . inos sisiionsrsnssrhonisbin 3,000

Bank earnings, over all expen
ges and interest..........eec.. 1,000
Total receipts $ 205,178

Two hundred and five thousand, one
bhundred and seventy-six dollars a

ar to be a nice income, and would
eceive the uninitintec. Here is what
he gives as expenses:

Endowments (paid on deaths) § 50,000
Sick dues 75,000
Rents and mortgages.........c..... 15.000
Dividend 8,000

Salaries and commissions........ 25000
Haeck and replenishing fee....... 5,000
Expenses of Annual Session.... 2,000
On Plans, (Rev. W. W. Browne, 5,000
All other 8CCOUNLS,.c.uuiicrreanasanns 10,000

Total Expense $185,000

THE FUND DWINDLES.

1t will be seen then that the amount
cited as being received dwindles when
one hundr and nine-five thousand
dollars is taken from it

Bu:i mark you, Mr Burrell estimates
these figures, and is careful not to pub
lish those for the year ending Septem-
ber, 1885, which must have been much
less than the amount guoted

Now, then, we have the definition
and the composition of the general
fund out of which Mr Browne isa to se-
cure his fifty thousand dollars in ten
annual installments,

EACH MEMBER'S PROFIT.

It would be wellto note that if the
*estimated” profit was divided among
the 30,000 members the amount coming
to each one of them for one whole year
would only be about thirty-four cents.
On page 11 of the official statement
of the Grand Fountain an extract from
the Richmond Brare appears in which
the leading officers told the reporter
that "l.hin?Browne’s} money is to come
from the general fund, which now ag-
gregates over $200,000 annually. The
sick benefit fund, and other similar
funds will not be touched

They did not say that the expenses
of the organization wers nearly
$200,000, all of which came out of this
same eral fund.

I8 there a person who can fail to see
the misleading nature of the state-
ments made, and the confliet in
the declarations which hav3 been sent
forth from the True Reformers’ offices
by those who elaim to be in a position
to know 7

DAMAGING ADMISSIONS,

Mr. Burrell over his official signa-
ture makes the following damaging ad-
misgion :

‘““He [Rev. Browne| did not even
have them [plans] copyrighted until
1887 when he had raason to believe
that a plan was on foot to oust him and
take from him the benefit of his life’s
work. Then he secured s copyright on
such part of his plans as he had then
put into operation.”

This statement is of far-reaching im-
portance. If the Grand Fountain
United Order of True Reformers was
incorporatéd prior to 1887, (and it was)
and had been using the plans prior to
that time, what right did Rev. W W.
Browne have to take those plans which
he held by virtue of his being Grand
Worthy Master and cogyrigh& ghem for
his own personal benefit ?

THE PROPERTY OF THE ORDER.

The plans copyrighted had become the
property of the Grand Fountainhad
passed outof his individual possession
and no copyright secured upon them
for his personal beneflt would stand
the test of the departments or the
courts.

Mr. Burrell estimated the receipts
for the incoming year, let us estimate
the amount of money which the Grand
Fountain has given Rev, Browne since
he has been the Grand Worthy Master.

WHAT REV. BROWNE HAS RECEIVED,

If he had worked three years for
nothing and received (§1200) twelve
hundred dollars per year for five years
and ($1800) eighteen hundred dollars
per year for six years he has received
from the Grand Fountain the munifi-
cent sum of ($18,800) sixteen thousand
eight hundred dollars up to January 1,
1885. This does not include the profits
on the regslia department, which he
received until 1803, a period of twelve
years and which is presumed to have

ielded him a revenue of not less than

000, during that time. This does
not include the extras attached to his
office, amount realized by him on new
members, ete . variously estimated by
some as netting him anywhere from
one hundred dollars to twelve hundred
dollars per year and swelling his sala-
ry to a sum estimated to be from $1900
to $3,000 per year.

Based upon these conclugions, it is
safe to say that Rev, Browne has bean
given the magnificent sum of ($24,000)
twenty-four thousand dollars. Add
to this the one thousand dollars fo
horses and earriages, and the thre

thousand dollars for the regalia d»-

# have the answer/ It is the gross

handsome sum of twenty-eight thous-
and dollars.

A FURTHER ADDITION.

Now to this, the Grand Fountain dur-
ing its 16th annual session voted him
($50,000) fifty thousand dollars more,
msaking the grand total (§78,000) seven-
ty-eight thousand dollars, not inelud-
ing the life tenure to office with $1800
per year and extras attached which
the Grand Fountain ve him and
which he may yet sell k to the or-
ganization for a sum variously estimat-
ed to be from twenty-five thousand to
s hundred thousand dollars.

WHO HAS SEEN THE COPYRIGHT T

Moreover, we have not as ‘{et mat a
delegate who has seen the thing pur-
chased or knows definitely what the
Grand Fountain bought. Let each
member ask himself what he has re-
eeived out of the organization and then
examine the amounts, Rev. Browne
has received, Amount received and
guaranteed to Hev. W. W. Browne,
e t of ed b

e amount of property own ¥
the Order compoaeg offhirt thousand
people, after deductin? the $14 000
still due on it, $86,000 If this amount
after deducting $50,000 were distribu-
ted among the True Reformers they
would e receive only one dollar and
twenty cents apiece.

Now ns property hardly ever brings
under the hammer the full amount
previously paid for it by the owner, the
public is left to judge how much the
property referred to has depreciated
since it was purchased.

Did the Grand Fountain make a mis-
take when it voted away fifty thodsand
dollars of the people’s money? 1If it
made & mistake, how was it brought
about ? .

Let us review the official records of
the Grand Fountain as given to the
ublic by the True Reformer officials.
his y met September 3rd to the
Bth, 1885, inclusive,

SURPRIBING EGOTISM,

For egotism the following out-Her-
ods Herod:

“Grand Worthy Master spoke as fol-
lows: The nations East, West, North
and South are anxious to hear from
you or hear from me on the subject I
am going totalk on now. If it were
ossible, every man and every woman
n this city and adjacent cities would
be here, if they knew I was going to
talk on this subject.

If there wasachance to hear me
from one end of this country to the
other, so far ae the name of the True
Reformers have been heard, the
would be now listening to every wo
I don’t feel much like talking, because
I wrote in my report all my sentiments ;
but there are two things I presume
ou would like to h that is, this;
ow do I stand on the amount of mon-
ey that I desire for the plans 7"

DID NOT WANT TO HEAR,

And these assertions were made in
the face of the fact that seats were
vacant in the hall at all times dur-
ing the four days’ session and when
the Fifth St. Baptist Church was se-
cured, in agreat edifice that holds
1500 persons, only about fifty turned
out and nearly all of these were dele-
gates to the Grand Feuntain.

And again Rev. Browne is quoted as
follows:

ALL OTHER FOLKS PAID—BRO. BURRELL,
TOO.

“You will never have to do that for
anybody else; because everbody else
you employ—you don't owe—and
when you are through with that, you
are through; and I would ratheryou
would relieve me of them, because it
always leaves ashadow of doubt that
the thing belongs to Browne, and if
you be certain to get the plans from
me, and pay mes good price, and
should anything come up, we could
part from each other, and you have
nothing against me, and I have noth-
“‘E‘ against you."

hig extract bears out our conien-
tion that Rev. Browne intimated that
with the payment of fifty theusand
dollars, he was willing to retire. We
think should he leave the ocder he
will have something against them—the
remaining payments on that $50,000.
Or does he intend to take notes for
the whole amount, get them discount-
ed and leave outsiders to enforce the
payment while he pockéts the cash
reslized by the transaction?

WOULDN'T TAKE IT AT ONCE.

Again we quote from the official
record. Rev Browne ssid:

“Now, brethren and sisters, whatever
you give me, I am not,going to take it
at onee. I don’t caleulate to have you
take ont of your busioess at once. 1
ealculate to take it so much this year,
so much another year, and soon, in any
way that it will not burt you."

PERTINENT QUESTIONS.

Did not Rev. Br¢wne know that he
could not, take !orﬂ thousand dollars
out of the True Reformer organiza-
tion at once? Iid he not know that
when he gaid that he would not do 8o,
that the logieal conelusion was that
that amount ¢ money was there
to take out?

As a matter 6f fact, the cashier had
rpported that there were only twenty-
five thousand Jdollars in the Bank, and
this included outside deposits Why
then did Rev. Browne make this state-
ment, when he knew that he was about
to ask for fifteen thousand dollars more
than there were in the coffers of the
organization ?

THE TERMS ON YHIOH HIS ZRAL WILL ¥OT
Bt LESSENED,

And again e said: “Another thing,
Iam not gong to lessen my zeal and
ardor for tie work so long as we can
agree in ha'mony and peace.”

The presimption is that he will les-
sen his zed and ardor when they can-
not agres in harmony and peace.

We qrote again from the official re-

cord :

“RBrrther A V. Norrell made a mo-
tion,s8 a starting bid, that the Grand
Fouitain give the G. W. Master ($20,
000y twenty thousand dollars for his
pans, to be paid in such a way as will
not hart the Institution.

THAT ANIMATED AUCTION SALE.
Here it was then that a stir took place,

partment and he has received tie

some of the delegates stated that it

|

GENERAL WILLIAM MAHONE.
Chairman of the Republican Party of Virginia.

Now lying at the Point of

Death at Hotel Chamberlin, Washington, D. C.

was not enough, others endeavoring to
have amendments recognized raising
the amount. It was like ax .\Nm.rrsnI
AUOTION SALE "

Mr F. D. Banks kept a level head and
gave sound advice. Here is what he
is quoted in the records as saying. !

A PROPHETIO WARNING. |
“Brother F. D. Banks of Hampton,

stated that he stood second to none in
theadmiration of Mr Browne, second
to none in his loyalty to this organiza-
tion, second to ione in the estimation
of the value of his work to the race;
but that he thought'we had better go
slow in the matter, ss what we did
would either be to the permanent in-
jury or permanent good of this organ-
ization. He stated that he was anx-
ious that we should do what is just te
Brother Browne and also that which is
gafe to the order. He stated that Mr.
Browne was paid, and that so far as
the services Brother Browne rendered
the Institution is concerned, that he
thought that every man who is em-
ployed to work anywhere, it is his du-
ty todo the work in the wisest and
best way."

Brother Browne cou'd not stand
tbese thrusts, it seems, the visions
of the fifty thousand floating away
saused sudden animation and he arose
and said:

AUCTIONEER BROWNE ADVISES THEM TO
GO AHEAD WITH THE BIDS.

“If you are going to please every
body on the outside, you are not go-
ing to do anything, because there are
a whole lot of people that are not go-
ing to be pleased anyway. We have
got a whole lot of people with us that
are not going to be pleased, but what
you do, do wisely.”

And again:

NAMES HIS PRICE.

“I eannot dietate, but I will tell you
what will please me. You give me
($40,000) forty thousand dollars and

ay it to me in seven years, and I will
Be satisfied.”

And who wouldn’t be?

Again we quote from the official
True Reformer records:

THAT ASTOUNDING SUBSTITUTR.

“A motion with several amend-
ments was already pending, for which
a substitute was offered for the whole
by Dr. T 8. P. Miller of New York,
that the Grand Fountain give G. W,
Master $50,000 from the General Fund,
to which an amendment was made
that the vote be taken without discus-
gion. Carried.”

Thus it will be seen that fifty thous-
and dollars were voted away in a few
minutes. It will be well to note
here that nothing it specified, as to
time in this substitute, It is optional
with Rev. Browne as to whether he
takes the money at once (if it is there)
or from time to time.

With Rev. Browne alone rests the
responsibility of protecting the inter-
ests of the Grand Fountain as against
Rev. Browne,

He ean take every cent out of the
Bank—the treasury of the organiza-
tion, if he 8o desires and continue to
take the money as fagt as it comes in
to the detriment of the other depart-
ments of the Order or he can give
them so many years in which to pay
it. Mark you, this insane action was
taken in the face of a motion to
squeleh the opposition by voting with-
out debate. If this was not a grab,
what was it?

The official records bear out the fact
that Mr John H. Smyth was down
gtairs and came up and was of the
opinion that $100,000 were not too
much.

NOT FOR A WHITE WOMAN.

PERSONALS & BRIEFS.

—Mr. 0. A. Scott visited Boston
and New York recently.

—Mrs. Barah P. Clark visited the
Enstern Shore during the summer,

——Mrs. Fanny Murray spent the
summer at Hampton.

Mrs. K. T, Braxton of New York
called on us,

Mr. 8. G. Atkins, A M., of Win-
ston, N, C., ealled on us.

——Rev. Mrs. M. A. Harris of Urban-
na, Va., ealled on us.

——Rev. P, H. Graves of Frederick's
Hall, Va., ealled on us.

——Mrs Julia Hall of Tappahan-
nock, Va , called on us.
Mr.J. C. Robinson of Danville

Va., & member of the firm of Robinson
& Kilgore called on us.

—Mrs. Sarash Johnson of Beaver
Dam, Va,, is visiting her dsnghm,
{ﬂiua M. A. Johnson, No 18 W, Frank-
in St

~The regular monthly meeting of
the Sunday Union will convene with
the Sharon Baptist Sunday School Sun-
day at 3:30 P. M,

Mrs John Hill has returned
home from Philadelphia, where she

has been spending the past two years,
and is looking well.

Mrs. Annie Britton of Washing-
ton, presented Mary Abernathy and
Pokey Barnes with a new bed-stead.
She is stopping with Mrs, Joanna
Thompson, on N, Third street.

——Mrs. Maria Watkinsg and Miss
Henrietta Watkins have returned to
tlse"fit.y after spending several weeks
wit \;-e.latives and friends in Powhatan
Co..Va.

Dismond —Kersey—Marriage.

The Second Baptist Church was the
center of attraction last Monday night.
Notwithstanding the sudden changein
the weather, young. middle-sged and
old were seen hurrying down to that
edifice. Master Samuel H. Dismond
was to take little Migs Alice Kersey,
as his wife, and as the fair one was to
havesuch a large number of maids
and attendants, every one was eager
to see the affair,

At the appointed hour, carringes
were heard at the ehurch, and Miss
Nellie Forrester began playing the
wedding mateh.

The doors were opened and the bri-
dal party entered.

Master Willie Aytes with hisattend-
ant bearing the book containing the
order of ceremony, came in first. As
he took his stand on the rostrum, the
usher with license came in with all the
di%m&y possible.

The groomsmen were all handsome-
ly attired in the black suits, swallow
tail cut, and the maids in pink and
blue tarleton decollecte costumes.

When the bride entered, leaningon
the arm of the groom one would have
thought that 'twas a real marriage.
She wore white dress, veil and orange
blossoms, and carried a boguet which
the groom gave, He looked excepd-
ingly groom-like, and proud of his
bride. While gazing at the party of
lads and lassies it seemed like a besu-
tiful pieture.

Too much praise cannot be given
Mrs Bettie binson Smith for the
management and training of those
children The tableaux and singing
were good

Recollect that this eouple will merry
again at an early date at the Fifth

And again ;
“The G W. Enst@r arose and stated

[CONTINUED ON FOURTH PAGE.

Street Baptist Church, Let all spend
10 cents to witness it, for the proceeds
are for the Lunenburg prisoners.

Go and help the g cause.

MARABLE'S PLEA.

HE TELLS THE STORY
OF THE POLLARD
MURDER.

A GRAPHIC RECITAL.

Declaresﬁein [nnocent

Charges David Thompson
With 1he Murder:

ERRORS IN THE RECORD.

—

MRE. WM. L. ROYAL DRAWS UP THIS
REMARKAEBLE PETITIOR.

The Fourteenth Amendment and Its Guar-
antees.—Judge Oolemsn Again Refus-
e a Writ of Error—To the Su-
preme Oourt of Appeals.

It has been known by those who
were thoroughly uainted with the
facts that steps would be taken to se-
cure for Bolomon Marahble a new trial,
in order that the entire case may be
gone over and justice done. Itis con-
ceded that none of the convicted peo-
ple had a trial as contemplated by the
statutes.

Mr. Wm. L. Royal, one of the most
distinguished jurists in the country,
having won distinetion in the English
bond-holders fight agsinst the state of
v nia, has become much interested
in the case ; and Mr. Jogeph Bryan, a
wealthy Virginian of a philan ic
nature, has aiso determined to assist
in the matter,

The object is to test certain features
of tne law.

Mr. Royal drew up Marable's peti-
tion for a writ of error and su eas
and on Tuesday, Oct. lst presented it
to Judge 8. L. Coleman at Powhazan,
C.H. 1t waspromptly refused and the
etition will now go to the Su e

urt of Appeals. If a new trial is not
secured there the matter will be taken
to the Buﬁrﬁma Court of the United
States. ere is the petition:

To the Honorable Samuel F. Coleman,

Judge of the Third Judicial Circuit

of Virginia:
Your_petitioner, William Henry Mara-
ble,sometimes called Solomon marable,
respectfully shows that he is aggrieved
bf a judgemeat of the County Court
of Lunenburg county, Va , pronounced
n.g&intt him on the 20th day of July,
1885, whereby your petitioner was sen-
tenced to be hanged on the 20th day of
September, 1885. The Governor of the
state has granted your petitioner a re-
rieve of said sentence until the 20th
ay of October, 1885. Your petitioner
attaches hereto a certified copy of the
record of said judgement and someof the
proceedinﬁu had prior to rendering of
same and he prays that it may be treat-
ed and read as a part of this petition.
Your petitioner is a citizen of the
United States, a Negro man of the Afri-
cad race, and he ean neither read nor
write. His whole life has been that of
a common farm laborer, and he is as
ignorant as those of his class and kind
usually are, and with no money.
Your petitioner shows to your Honor
this case:

A HISTORY OF THE CRIME.

On Friday, the 14th day of June, 1895
Mrs. Lucy Jane Pollard, wife of E. 8.
Pollard, a citizen of Lunenburg county
Va., was murdered at her home, in
said eounty. Your petitioner witness-
ed the said murder,and was an unwill-
ing and partial actor in it in the fol-
lowing way:

At the time of said murder, your pe-
titioner was emrlo&edn a laborer at
the saw-mill o erbert Thompson,
near by the residence of the said E.S.
Poll On thesaid 14th day of June,
while going from a place called Fort
Mitchell, near by there, to said saw-
mill,dyour petitioner came upon one
David Thompson, a brother of said
Herbert Thompson, a white man, who
lives in the same neighborhood, in the
public road. Thompson said good
morning, to which your petitioner re-

Plied “Good morning.” He said,
‘Where are you going?” I said, ‘‘to the
saw-mill.”

DREW A PISTOL ON HIM,

He said, “No you ain’t, you got to go
with me,” and he drew a pistol and
said, “come up beside me.”” He said,
“Do you know anybody around Mr.
Pollard’s?” 1said,"Yes; Aunt Mary
Barnes hias been working there.” He
gaid, ‘‘Is that all?"’ I said, ““Aunt Ma-
ry Aberuathy has been working on the

ace and Pokey Barnes lives on the
ine fence "’ e said, “That’s all I
want to know. Come and go with me
now. (The three persons named are
Negro women.)

@ two went near to Pollard’s house
and stopped behind an old broken down
house on the spring branch a little dis-
tance below the spring where Thom
gon said he had a quarrel with old
Pollard and was going to kill him.
After remaining there a short time
Thompson ordered your petitioner to
look out and see what he could. Your
petitioner did so and saw the Negro
WOmasan,

SHE CAME TO THE SPRING.

Mary Barnes, coming down the hill
from the house with a bucket, and he
reported this to Thompson. Shortly
after Mary Barnes returned to the
house, your petitioner reported this to
Thompson ; that he he some one up
about the house hallooing at a horse,
After remaining some twenty or thirty
minutes where they were, Thompson
gsaid “Come on now with me,’and he
went up the hill towardsthe house. He
said he was going to make a noise at
the back door, and if any one came out

titioner was to catch him or her and
old him or her. We went to the back

door, and Thompson knocked on it.

Mrs. Pollard came to the door, and as
she did so, Thompson moved towards
the right hand side of the house as it is
approached from the spring.

THE HORRIBLE MUBDEE.

Mrs. Pollard saw his shadow and
backed out of the door and towards
your petitioner, who caught her by
her hands from behind, Thompson
then came up to her and asked her,
“Do you know me?” She said, “You
are a white man.” Then he asked her
how long Mr. Pollard had been back.
He then said, *“1 came here to kill him
but I can’t get a chanee at him, and I
will kill you.”” and he struck her on
the head with an axe helve, holding
the blade of the axe in his hand. As

he was about to strike her, titioner
let Imr&o and s off. Thompson
said, *“Where in the hell are you go-

ing,” and I said. **Nowhere.” Thomp-
son struck Mrs. Pollard three times
with the helve, and she fell to the
ground and Thompson then struck
er with the axe and killed her.
ROBBED TEE HOUSE.

He then made your petitioner go
with him into the house, and he open-
ed some things and took money out of
one of the places which he put into his
pocket. He then made your petition-
er go away with him, and when they
had reached the forks of the road he
gave the petitioner two pieces of pa-
per money, telling him not to spend
any of it about there, but to go to
Chase City, and write a letter to him-
self, youir titl:om, mdt register it,
signing it by the name of your ti-
t.ig:e.r’l brother, Oliver h’arable{e in
which some of the money was to be

ut, and direct it to the loeal post-of-
ce Finneywood, near where they
then were, at which place he was the
postmaster.
TO CHARGE THE WOMEN WITH THE CRIME,

He then told your petitioner if he
was asked about the murder, to say
Mery Abernathy, Mery Barnes and
Pokey Barnes did it, and if he did not
that he would ghoot your petitioner as
soon as he could eatch him. The two
then se ted. The next morning.
which was SBaturday, your petitioner
went to Chase City, which was about
five miles away. He boughta break-
fast from a ¢olored woman; who sent
her daughter out with one of the
g\im of money given petitioner by

hompson to get it changed, the same
being a twenty dollar note.
THAT TELL TALE LETTER.
Your petitioner then gota Mr. Clark
to write a letter to VWilliam Henry
Marable, at Finneywood, in which your
petitioner inclosed a five-dollar note
and he asked Mr. Clarke to sign the
letter Oliver Marable, and he got Mr.
Clarke to register the same, and it was
received through the mail at Finney-
wood and was in evidence. On Satur-
day evening your petitioner returned
to his home and was told by his wife
that she had been badly scared, that
a number of white men with pistols,
had been there during the day and had
said they wanted your petitioner fora
witness about MXrs. Pollard's murder,

THAT THREATENED LYNCHING.

Later he heard they were going to
“white cap” all the eolored people a-
round until they made some confess
who had murdered Mrs. Pollard. His
wife ssid she was going to her uncle's
not far away, and your petitioner went
part of the way there with her. Next
morning (SBunday) your petitioner and
his wife determined that they would
g0 to their former home, in North Car-
olina, and they started off by way of
Chase City. Going through that place
your petitioner stopped to buy some-
thing to eat, while his wife walked on
down the railroad. When he started
to overtake her he heard shouting be-
hind him, and looking back he saw
several white men coming towards
him and ealling out, “‘stop that man!”
They frightened your petitioner very
much and he commeneed to run. The
men pursuing him fired several shots
and thereby greatly increased his
alarm. Your petitioner ran to the
woods and thereby escaped his pursu-
ers.

WHERE HE WAS ARRESTED.

Your petitioner being now fright-
ened almost to death, remained in the
woods, and at the houses of different
Negroes between Chase City and Five
Forks until Tuesday morning, when a
party of white men, armed with guns
and pistols, came up with him and ar-
rested him. Boon after they arrested
him they were joined b{; Mr. Lucius
Pettus, a half brother of Dave Thomp-
son. The men who had arrested your
petitioner told him that he had better
make a confession or he would be hung
before they got to Mr. Pollard’s house,
and your petitioner, thinking that Lu-
cius Pettus knew about it and would
have your petitioner killed if he did
not say what Dave Thompson had teld
him to say, told them that Mary
Abernathy and Poka{ Barnes killed
Mrs, Pollard, while he held her and
that Mary Barnes had beena party to
the conspiracy to kill her,

THE WOMEN ARRESTED.

Your petitioner was carried to Mrs.
Pollard’s house and théd three Negro
women were arrested and brought
there when the coroner was holding
an inquest. Quite anumber of per-
sons collected there,perhaps four or
five hundred, and your petitioner
heard that all of the prisoners were
goin&r;.o be lynehed. Late in the even-
ing, Mr. Clements, the constable, who
had the prisoners in charge, smugg'ed
them out of the back door in charge of
four or five 8, and they were got to
the woods and marched by by-ways
and _through the woods all ni%ht to the
jail at the courthouse, Mr. Clements
remaining to put the crowd off with
one excuse and another until the pris-
oners could be lodged in the jail.

LYNCHING THREATENED.

In a short time the public mind be-
came violently excited in the ecounty
of Lunenburg, and threats were freely
made that the prisoners wou'd be tak-
en from the jail by force and hung
This excitement became go violent and
sc general that the sheriff of Lunen-
burg county, in whose custody the pris-
oners were, felt compelled to take
them stealthily in the night-time from

BEREAN VALLEY BAPTIST ASSO
OIATION.

Covinaron, Va., Serr. 26, 1885,
To the Editor of the Richmond PLANET
Dear bir:— .

1 take great pleasure in for-
warding to you a synopsis of the work
done by the Berean Valley Baptist As-
gociation at its last meeting.

The association met with the Mount
Olivet Baptist Church, Low Moor, Va,,
on Sept. 19th.

BEV. 8IMMS PREACHES,

After the appointment of various
committee, by request of Eev. D. C.
Hunter, Rev. A. J. Bimms of Zion
Baptist Church, North Garden, Albe-
marle, Co., Va, presched the intro-
duetory sermon from 133rd FPsalm, 1s¢
verse, ‘‘Behold how good and how
pleasant it is for brethren to dwell to-
gether in unity. 1 am unable¥®to de-
scribe the soul-reaching power of the
sermon. Many were moved to tears—
tears from the depth of the soul. The
sobbings of some indicated this.

Several, then, both sisters and
brethren were introduced and invited
to seats. Soon after this benediction
was pronounced by our old father in
associational works, Rev, Wiley Simp-
son, and the morning session of the
first day passed.

Assembling in session, the modera-
tor, Hev. R. g Perkins presiding, the
committee on permanent organization
reported.

OFFICERS ELECTED.

Beveral present officers declined to
accept renomination and many elec-
tions were made by acclamation.

Revs. Me. L. Minter and O. H. Hol-
loway served as tellers. Two of the
old officers, namely : Revs. D 0. Dean
and J. D. Oliver were elected by vote.

Rev. A J. Simms responded to the
letter of welcome. Other committees
were appointed. Rey. Sam’l Cyrus
uttered a blessing and the afterncon
session of the first day was done.

THRE ANNUAL SERMON,

The most significant thing of the
evening session was the annual sermon
by Rev. J. D. Oliver from the subject:
*“The duties of & church (o its mem-
bers.” His text was 2nd chapter
of Ephegians, 18th verse ; “*Now there-
fore ye are no more strangers and for-
eigners, but fellow—citizens with the
saints, and of thehousehold of God.”

Bro. W. H. Bailey was introduced
and made appropriste remarks con-
cerning the “Southern Forge,” a
%ewapa.pe: published at Lynchburg,

a

Rev. D. C. Deans highly recommend-
ed Biblical and newspaper reading as
an impetus to the vancement, ele-
vation and edification of the people.
At this juncture more commitiees were
appointed, Rev, J. D. Oliver offered
prayer and the evening session ended.

THE APFCINTMENT OF COMMITTERS.

Friday morning the delegation as-
sembled at 8 o’clock, Rey. H. W, Will-
iams, the moderator presiding. After
the usual opening service and the
adoption of the first day’s minutes, the
appointment of committees began
again.
You would imagine, Mr. Editor,
that the whole work of the association
was done through committees, but not
80, the delegates discussed the reports
as they came in, and when the com-
mittee on grievances reported, it was
foreseen that there would be a warm
discussion.

The report was made Friday night
and tabled until Saturday morning.
Spiritual singing, seripture reading
and fervent prayers did not save us
from three bours dispute when that
report was taken from the table. The
debate was stopped only by the mod-
erator refusing to allow longer discus-
sion, Our hearts were sore over that
report all the day. The delegates not
all being present at the opening ses-
sion, church-letters were read as they
were brought in.

PRAYING WITH THE OBSTREPEROUS.

Thirty minutes prayer meetin
held for the imploFing of blessings up.
on Rev.(0. O. Stumm, who lay sick
atg‘lis hon}a in t:lt.au.ntun.

rom the 5th chapter, 2nd Kings
12th, 18th and 14th yoeuss, Rov. Wiley
Simpson preached a doctrinal sermon
on baptism. He named his subject,
‘““The three rivers, Abana, Sharpar and
the Jordan,"” and emphasized his ser-
mon by the seasonable guotation, “Go
wash and be clean.” Naaman dipped
in obedience to the prophet’s saying.
Rev. Bimpson is noted for the expres-
sions, “God said it,” “God says it,”
“Will Kou obey God, or man” '

At the expiration of two days the
delegates began to ask leave of ab-
sence. Some left without asking.
When the committes on Education re-
ported, Miss Mildred Perkins of Olif-
wn_Forge, Va., read a splendid poem
entitled, “Past and Present ”

Having consumed much of the Sut-
urday morning session in almost
wrangling over the report on grievan-
ces, we had to rush other reports with-
out much discussion in order to get
through'with our business,

Most of the time of the afternoon
seasion was taken to preach the funer-
al of one of the members of the church
in which the convention met.

THE CLOBING ADDRESS,

Rev. 8. F. Chapman was pres
the evening session, and ) e

0¥ request of
the moderator, addressed the ,i,,;..,.ia_
tion. g

tion e!h’slarlyd the ]wllme of Saturday
mployed in hearin iscussi
and adopting reports, - dla(‘ubﬂmg

It would take too mueh time and
space to inclode these reports in this
:‘:-l;t;ngr but we hope j'ou} will obtain a

our minutes, wher IS

and read what we really did ldl:.lbl"hed

And now, we have said enou
ua{s‘}esg to say more,

@ have written in part, “The

has not been told " “Pe spent tl-l'l’mlr];:nl;
at Low Moor in singing, geripture read
g, praying and preaching. We
strove to be in the spirit on that day.

Sunday night we adjourned to meet
with Zion Baptist Church, North Gar-
den, Albemarle, Co., Va.,on Thursda
before the second Sabbath in Svp: njl
ter, 1896.
Rev. H. W. WiLLiaxs

gh:it is

; Mode .
D.C. Draxs, Vice ‘l:alf}l ;

[CONTINUED ON FOURTH PAGE.] L

W. G, Warsox, Secretary.



