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Woe Is CHICAGO When
the Days of WINTER Come

Jack Frost is a foe to every munici-
pality that he visits, but to poor, suffer-
ing, finencially
embarrassed Chi-
cago his coming is
dreaded to an ubp-
usual extent
When the first
frost and snow of
winter come Chi-
cago realizes the
detriment of be-
ing big. It is a
nice thing in sum-
mer to boast of
hundreds of miles
of streets, of a
vast territory, of a fire system with 20,-
000*or more hydrants and of a water
system that supplies a clear sparkling
fluid from far out in the lake. But
when, in the winter season, it comes to
finding the dollars to care for all these
itisan entirely different proposition. It
costs momey to shovel smow from the
streets, to prevent fire hydrants from
freezing, to keep the great tunnels that
supply water to the city free of ice.

The public official of the city of Chi-
cago finds his pleasure in life in the
summer time. If he did not find it then
he' would be unable to find itat all. In
the winter time his daysare made mis-
erable by the appeals of suffering hu-
manity throvghout the length and
breadth of the great, overgrown city
for relief from conditionus which he can-
not, prevent, and his nights are hid-
eous with dreams of what the morrow
will bring. As one official put it after
he bad labored with suffering con-
stituents from dawn to dark: “I
should like to be elected to office only
for the summer season. Public office
may be & public snap then, but it is no
sinecure when there is four inches of
snow on the ground, and every man's
nextdoor neighbor fails to clean his
wdewalk.”

That expresses the situation exactly.
The mayor, the aldermen, the ity pros-
ecuting attorney, the chief of police,
everyone connected with the city gov-
ernment is looked to for relief from
conditions for which they are in no wise
respousible, and which it is impossible
for them to change. But the spring-
time is coming, and with ita new elec-
tion, and the public official must listen
with patience to every tale of woe.

Not Appreciated in
Chicago.

Trials of MPublie OMcials,

An example of all this may be found
in a telephone conversation in the
mayor's office a
few days ago,
when the mercury
was touching the h ¢
zero mark. The
little bell tinkled
out a summons to-
the wire, and a
clerk answered the
‘phone.

*1s this the may-
or's office?” came
over the wire, in
a harsh, feminine
voice.

“It is," replied the clerk.

“Is this the mayor?” asked the voice
at the other end of the wire.

“No, ma'am, but I'll answer for
him.”

*I don't want you to! I want
mayor!™ shricked the voice.

“Is it important that you should talk
to him?" insisted the clerk.

“Of vourse it is, or I wouldn't want
him," howled the woman.

“Then hold the wire until he
come to the 'phone,” said the clerk.

Just at that time the mayor was en-
gaged in an important conference with
his political leaders, but the summons
to the wire could not be disregarded,
and he answered it.

“Are you the mayor?” asked the
voice, when he had answered the call.

“Yes, madam. What is it you want?"

“I want to tell you that I can't get
any water in my kitchen, and that we're
payin’ fer it, an® want it."

“I expect your pipes are frozen, mad-
am. You had better call a plumber to
repair them.”

“And who's going to pay that plumb-
er? I pay my taxes and am supposed
to have water, and I'm goin' to have it.”

But the mayor did not answer. He
hung up the receiver. It was only a
woman, anyway, and perhaps her hus-
band, if she bad one, would understand
the situation better. If she did not
have it did not matter, anyway.

When Public Office
is a Snap.

the
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Work at the Criba,

But there is a serious side to this
fight against the elements of the winter
season by the city
authorities, A
side that repre-
sents not only a
heavy financial ex-
pense to the city,
when the city can
ill afford it, but
also represents
danger of great
physieal inconven-
ience and suffer-
ing to the people
Fighting the Elements of the city, and a

&t the Crib. heavy loss of pri-
vate and public property.

Considering the former of these first
imagine the results should the intake
2ribs of the city's water supply be
choked with ice, and the supply of wa-
ier be cut off. Such is not an imagined
danger, but a constantly real one. At
the two-mile crib on the north side
there is the greatest danger of this.
There the great masses of ice driven
shoreward by the winds crowd about
the erib, and, but for constant vig-
llance and ceaseless effort, would socn

From the Country,
“Gosh!"” sald Uncle Hayseed, “I've
heerd of purty tough hens, but them
bricklayers I heerd of in the ity
must beat 'em alll™—Harlem Life,

Not to Blame,
“Babbert is an awfully poor judge

of whisky, isn's he?"
, “Yes, he inherits it. He comes from
w long line of druggists.™—Life,

choke it. If such a thing should hap-
pen at this one erib practically one-
half of Chicago would be cut off from
its water supply. Factories would
shut down, thousands upon thousands
of men thrown out of employment, and
unless the ground should be heavily

covered with snow there would be no
other means of providing water for
the most necessary purposes.

All through the winter a small foree
of men, seldom more than 30, ave kept
at work at this erib. To assist them
in their fight against the elements two
powerful tugs are anchored at the erib
and keep churning the water and ice

into foam with their screws. Without
the tugs the task would be almost
hopeless, but there the two little boats
stay throughout the winter, practic-

the city has sagainst a water famine.
During the more severe weather, when
old Boreas is sending his most chill-
ing blasts from the north, the men and
boats are cut off from communication
with shore, and. though often short
of provisions and suffering with hun-
ger, the fight must be kept up.

This one feature of Chicago’s fight
against the elements costs the eity

government more than $16,000 each
winter,

Dreaded by the Firemen,

Chicago's fire department dreads the
coming of winter quite a8 much asdoes
the city water de- _uam
pariment, though [7]Emd
the water depart-
ment must share
the troubles of
the firemen.

The winter sea-
is the time of
fires. Overheated
stoves and chim-
neys cause an un-
usual number of }
them, and with
every force of
nature working
against them the
firemen must pro-
tect the property
and lives of the
citizens, even at the peril of their lives.

Before the first frost has left its
white coating over everything the fire
department begins its preparations
for defense. There are more than 2,000
bydrants in the city. The hydrants
are not only too expensive to permit
of their destruction by frost, but they
represent the fire protection of the
city. To keep them from freezing is
an important item in the economy of
the city, and te do this each hydrant
is packed with stable manure. The
work is usually done by contract ata
cost ranging from $1,560 to $2,000 per
year.

But aside from the possibility of
meeting with a frozen hydrant at an
inopportune moment the city fire de-
partment dread the coming of winter.
Fighting fires with the mercury down
below the zero point, when the water
seems to freeze before it hardly leaves
the hose nozzle, is by*no means child’s
play. It isnot alone the increased dan-
ger in them that appalls the men of
the department. The danger is to the
firemen themselves quite as much as to
the property interests of the city.
Climbing over ice-covered buildings,
and in and out of windows that are a
dozen stories from the ground, with
every stepping place ice covered is
hair-raising work, The average fire-
man is a brave man, familiar with dan-
ger, and willing to take the chances
his calling makes necessary, but he
values his life quite as much as other
men, and while he does these things
it is because it is his duty to do them
nnd_ not because he appreciates the ex-
perience.

The Fire Fighter's
Peril,

The Snow Sweepers,

The city fathers of Chicago provide
for the cleanirg of the snow only in
the business see-
tion of the city—
the TFirst ward,
Outside of that
small section the
unhappy citizens
who do mot live
on the boulevards
must either wade
through the snow
or shovel it them-
selves,

On residence
streets the snow
= is appreciated, but
on the suburban
business streets it
is not. Neit_her is
a heavy fall of “the beautiful” appreci-
ated along the streets occupied by
street car tracks, for the powerful
sweepers of the street car company
whirl the snow from the tracks and
pile it in amateur mountains along the
edges of the curbstones, and onto the
sidewalks. Retail dealers along these
streets suffer great inconvenience
from this because of the trouble of
getting their dellvery wagons up to
the sidewalk for the purpose of load-
ing them, but the street railway cor-
porations care little for the conven-
ience of the retail dealers, and the
dear public still continues to dodge the
showers of snow from the sweepers.
To clean even the streets of the busi-
ness center of the city is an expensive
operation. Twenty thousand dollars
may not be a great sum to some cities,
but it is to Chicago, and that is what it
costs the city to clean the winter's
snow from the streets of the First
ward. Altogether the winter season
costs the Chicago city government be-
tween $60,000 and $70.000 each season.

Beware of the Street
Sweeper,

WRIGHT A, PATTERSON

The Oanly Kind,
Lucy—When I marry, it will be a
brave hero who fears nothing,
May—Yes, dear; I am sure you will
never wed atyy other kind of a man.
—N. Y. World.

The New Feminine Walle,
“Isn't Marie graceful?”
“Very., When she walks she looks
&= 1f she would fall over on her nose.”
—Chicago Record.
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Fine Denistry is poseible, only wis
fine material fashioned into eo:
reet form with infinite eare an
skill. Money invested in fine Der
istry paya h rate of interes
often for a life-time. The inte:
eat ia beansiful Teeth, Comlor
Pleasure and Health.

Oryiox Hovma: From 6 A. M.so 8P, &

01d Phone, 516

Dr. P B. Ramsey,
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The Economy’

808 N. BRD:STREET.
W. O. TurnERr, Prop.

FINE TAILORING
CLEANING “DYEING

and REPAIRING.

GET MONEY.

Get money. Bymbolie mysteries A
book on aglass of water fer lueky rum-
ber, 50 ¢ and $1,00. J. H Coates, 8.
Dr., 940 Winton 2¢., Philadelphis. Pa.
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