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HINESE MOSQUITO PLANT.

n de Taillac Describes How It1Is
Propagated and How It Per-
forms Its Mission.

According to the letters pouring in,
F recent article in the New York Her-
‘mld on the mosquito plant has been
wead by thousands of people. In fact,
‘@0 many inquiries have deluged Baron
de Taillac, who introduced the phu-lo
plant from the Tonquin country, in
_*Chln&, that the man is up to his neck
‘4n correspondence, and sends the fol-
lowing facts as to how to propagate
the plant described:
! He says the phu-lo seed must be
sown in well prepared ground in the
spring or autumn months. If sown
4n the spring the plant will attain its
#uall growth by September, and be
weady for fall business. If sown in
the autumn, the phu-lo will be in full
power early next season, when the
mosquitoes begin singing national an-
thems, fresh from the marshes.
When the plants are large enough
for transplanting they should be put

THE PHU-LO PLANT.
in rows, one yard or more apart, but

mever less thien that space. During
the hol “mdndhs it should be explained
that the plant thrives best in half-
shaded location. Such a spot is pref-
erable to the heat and glare of an
open fleld.

In its youth the plant is between
a tobacco plant and a mullen. It is
soft, green and spongy, yet bristling
with a coat of hairy down, that must
seem (o the mosquitoes like a thicket
of barbed wire fences, with which no
wise or well-bred mosquito would at-
tempt to {ool. Being a perennial
plant, it generates few seeds, but this
is made up by the multiplicity of
sprouts that shoot from Its roots.

But the virtue of the wonderful plant
which Baron de Taillac has imported
from China are not confined to the
ravages it creates among the mosqul-
tees. After doing Inestimable servica
during the long hot months, when the
mosquitoes are hungry and greedy, the
plant may be used still further in the
service of men as a fodder for cattle.

Like the marvelous alfalfa plant,
known to the Greeks and Romans,
and now blooming green and beautiful
in the deserts of Nevada and Colo-
rado, it may be cut four times a year,
furnishing abundsnt nutriment and
Bucculent satisfaction to the most fas-
tidious cow or steer. It isa good beef
maker, and is sald to impart a deli-
cate flavor to those cholce cuts which
bring top prices in the swell res-
taurants of the town,

Thus it will be seen that this hum-
ble plant, which an uneducated boy
might take for a mullen, will work
& revolution in the agriculture and
mosquito economics of summer water-
ing places.

It is absurd to imagine that there’s
-Any place on this earth except in
the heart of a living volecano where
mosquitoes are not present. It has
ben proven by the most authentic
travelers that the little birds with
Wwasp stings in their tails flourish
mightily among the higher altitudes of
the Rocky mountains, where the alder
thickets are filled with their musiec.
They were also a great hindrance to
explorations in the midnight regions
of the arctic circle and in the Klondike
country they are the chief terror o
the gold miner. So this little insect
i8 a universal habitant of the round
earth, from the tropics to the polas
Tegions, where neither heat nor icy
blizzards seem to exterminate them.
What the little fiends live on in the
arctic is not known. They certainly
have few people to bite, and the ice-
bergs are more numerous than the in-
habitants, so it must be that they are
Bimpiy insects of torture that should
he kept at bay or exterminated. Eng-
land gets along nicely wilth no mosqui-
toes, and is a vivid contrast to New
Jersey, where in certain sections they
are found In clouds,

The phu-lo plant does not exactly
catch the mosquito in the colls of its
follage and squceze it to death like
those curious planis of the tropics that
lure their prey within reach by a song,
fnd then spring on it like a trap, suf-
" focating it in wuiomatic embraces. The
Tonquin plant is a sort of vegetable
htmare to the mosquito, and, as
ously stated, the insect dare not
& dead line of these plants, nor
uent the premises where they are

P AN i—ce

growlng. S

Baron De Taillac, of No. 8 Buchanan
place, Astoria, Long Island City, N
Y.. says the New York Herald, is
prepared to answer further questions
in regard to this remarkable produet
of the Tonquin country.

TWO STRAWBERRY PESTS.

They Are Called False-Worm and
Leaf Roller and Are Very Hard
to Exterminate.

The Missouri station last year con-
ducted some very interesting experi-
ments and investigations in the de-
struction of the two worst strawberry
pests in this country, the false-worm
and the leaf-roller. The first is found
to have but one brood which hatches

from the time the first ulossoms ap-

pear till the berries are ripe. These
can easily be held in check by dusting
or sprayipg about the beginning and
middle of this time. For the home
patch or home market, it is best to
dust the patch with pure, fresh
p¥rethrum, which can be done at any
time, as it Is absolutely harmless.
This Is, however, the most expensive
and least effective of all the known
remedies. For commercial growers,
the best method is to use fresh pow-
dered white hellebore in the propor=
tion of one pound to every three gal-
lons of water. This should be sprayed
on before the berries are a third ripe,
80 that the rains and dews will have
abundant time to dissipate any possi-
ble harmful effects from it.

The leaf-roller probably has only
two broods in the north, but in south-
ern Missouri it has three. This pest

has so many ways of protecting Itself |

that no kind of sprays or ordinary
remedy does any good. Fortunately,
however, fire doesn’t hurt the plants
any and does dispose of them very ef-
fectually. The plants should be
mowed, dried, raked up on the rows
and if necessary assisted by the addi-
tion of dry straw and the whole
burned when the wind is in the right
direction. In the south this should be
done either in the middle of July, to
catch the second brood, or in the mid-
dle of September, to catch the third.
The plants will at once put forth a set
of fresh green leaves free from pests
of all kinds; the next year's crop will
generally be remarkably successful.

PLANT LICE IN ORCHARDS.

They Are Exceedingly Hard to Kill
and Ordinary Sprays Have Lit-
‘tle Effect on Them.

Although plant lice probably often
occur in orchards, they are very sel-
dom found in such numbers as to be
really troublesome or destructive. A
noted exception was the past season
in New York state, probably on aec-
count of the unusual weather condi-
tions, which seem to have prevented
the usual development of their nat-
ural enemies, the lady beetles. There
are three kinds of plant lice that may
occur on apple trees, namely, Fitch's
apple aphis. the Rosy apple aphis and
the Apple Leaf aphis. The last is the
only omne that lives on the apple all
the year round and is doubtless re-
sponsible for the remarkable amount
of damage done in western New York
during the past season.

As these insects feed somewhat after
the manner of a mosquito, by sucking
up the internal julces of the plant
through a long threadlike bill, there-
fore the ordinary polson sprays, such
as bordeaux mixture or paris green,
have litile or no effect on them. They
should rather be smothered and
drowned In emulsfons of kerosene,
whale oll soap or tobacco. A spraying
of this kind should be extremely thor-
ough, as the insects are not killed un-
less hit with the spray, and they re-
produce very rapidly indeed. .

VERY CHEAP STEPLADDER.

Convenient in the House During
Cleaning Time and Out of
Doors All the Tima

The illustration shows a
bhandy stepladder.

cheap,
It meed cost but
very little. It is
Just five feet high,
and is most con-
venient in the
house during
cleaning time, and
out of doors at all
times. During the
fruit-pleking sea-
gon it is almost indispensable. The
ladder proper is made of one by six
boards, with the steps of the
same material. The two opposite
legs are two by two, properly braced.
The board on the top should be of
good Inch boards with at least two
cleats underncath. — Orange Judd
Farmex

New Lime and 0il Spray.

A Delaware fruit grower, Willlam
Dickson, has worked out a new formula
for the destruction of the San Jose
scale. He calls it lime oill, This new
combination will doubtless be respon-
sible for many changes in the use of
both erude petrolenm or refined ofl. Mr.
Dickson slacks ten pounds of stone
Hme with five gallons of refined Kero-
sene ofl, after which he adds 25 gallons
of water; this gives him e 20 per cent, ofl
solution. It can be applied almost as
easily as pure herosene, does not injure
the foliage and will kill the scale. Itis
much less trouble to make than the
kerosene emul:ion and more easily ap-
plied.—St. Louis Republie.

How to Grow the Currant.

No other small fruit is so often found
In the home garden and under so gen-
eral mneglect, and yet that under this
condition produces fruit of some value,
remarks Prof. Maynard. When well
grown in a rich soil and properly
pruned the fruit is of large size and is
produced in large quantities. It suc-
ceeds well under the shade of fruit or
ornamental trees, if the soil Iz made
rich. To obtain the largest and best
fruit the old wood (that over three
years old) is cut away as the large fruit

s borne en canes two and three years
old.

Eeart Is a Busy Organ.

All the bicod in a man’s body passes
through his heart once in every two
minutes.
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HERE'S AN 0DD CASE.
YOUNG NEW YORKER SUES AN
AFFECTIONATE MAIDEN.

@irl Hugged So Hard-That She Broke
Admirer's Rib—Now the Vie-
tim Wants Her to Pay
the Doctor’s Bill.

Walter Lorraine, of Riga, N. Y., has
Brought an action against Marie Du
Calm of Niagara Falls, to recover
damages. It is charged by Lorrainq
that Miss Du Calm hugged him so
tightly as to break one of his ribs.

It appears that last winter the plain-
tiff was visiting Ottawa. While there
be met the defendant, who was visit-
Ing an aunt in the Canadian city. Mu-
tual subjects of interest drew the
Young people into an acquaintance-
ship that speedily developsd into an
attachment of a deeper nature. Lor-
raine overstayed his original time,
and the young wowman also found it
more agreeable tham she had anticl-
pated in the province. The ice carni-
val was at its beight, and the young
people decided to go to Quebec to visit
it, and also to secure a number of pho-
tographic views, both being ardent
amateur photographers.

The visit was made, and conversa-
tlon was punctuated with the click of
the kodak. Lorraine was to return
home on the following day, and it was
decided to develop the negatives that
night. At the home of the defendant's
aunt there had been fitted up a tem-
porary dark room for the use of Miss
Du Calm while she was visiting, and
the room was fitted with the regular
ruby lamp. That's where the red rays
enter into the case.

Several negatives had been devel-
oped, and one in particular appealed
to the enthusiastic nature of the de-
fendant. As she saw the image of the
gay scenes which they had witnessed
earller in the day she was completely
carried away. With a gurgling, “Oh,
Walter, doesn’t anything like that
make you love nature? I'm just going
it.o give you a big hug!”™ she hurled

!
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HER ARMS ENCIRCLED HIM.

herself at the plaintiff. As her arms
encircled him there was a crackling
sound, and Lorraine uttered a cry of
pain.

Interest in the negatives terminated
and the plaintiff waa assisted to an
adjolning room. His pallor alarmed
the defendant, and she had a physiclan
summoned. He decided that Lorraine
had suffered a fracture of one of the
ribs on the right side. Lorraine un-
derwent the usual treatment, and un-
der the pain incident to the knitting
of the fractured bone his affection
rapidly cooled.

Upon his return to Riga, he talked
the matter over with friends, and they
urged the bringing of an action to re-
cover for his injuries. The advice of
his counselors prevailed and he wrote
and suggested that the expense {n-
curred In treatment of his injuries be
paid by the defendant. She refused to
listen to any such proposition and then
the law was called in,

In defense of her action Miss Du
Calm sets up that she is of an affec-
tionate and clinging nature, that the
fact was well known to the plaintift,
and that up to the time of the unfor-
tunate incident or accident that led to
the estrangement the plaintif had
shown no disinclination to submit to
caresses.

Furthermore, it {s set forth that the
action of the defendant at this time
complained of was involuntary and
due to the effect of the red rays of
light resulting from the use of the
ruby lamp, that it is a recognized sci-
entific fact that the red rays are the
most strenuous and likely to provoke
excitabillty In one of ardent tempera-
ment, and their effeet upon the defend-
ant is and was at the time alleged In
the complaint known to the plaintift,
wherefore judgment is asked that the
complaint be dismissed with cosis to
the defendant.

Frigate Bird Sleeps on Wing.
The frigate l_i.il"d can feed, collect ma-
, terials for its nest, and even sleep on
!the wing. The spread of the frigate

bird’s wings s very great, and it can
‘fly at a speed of 96 miles an hour with-
out seeming to move Its wings to any
| great degree. Mr. J. Lancaster, an
| American naturalist, asserts that he
| has seen a frigate bird on the wing for
ll. whole week, night and day, without
| rest.

The barbers in Cuba lather their
patrons with their hands, from a bowl
{ made to fit under the chin. A brush is
not used. =

How Often.
“It takes three generations te make
a gentleman, they say."
“Yes; the first makes the dough, the
second makes high connections, and the
third makes an ass of ftself.”"—Puck.

One of His Traits.

Parker—Did you hear about Swift's
death?

Kerwin—No: wben did he die?

Parker—This morning. He dled
quite suddenly, I understand.

Kerwin—That's just like Swift. He
was the most impulsive man ]I ever
met.—Cincinnati Enquirer.
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