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T was in the year '95 that
a combination of eveuts
into which I need not en-
Jder caused Mr. Shprlocki
Holmes and myself to!
spend some weeks ln one I
of our great university
towns, and It was daring this time that
the swmall but mstructive adventure
which I am sbout to relate befell us.
It will be obvious that any details
which would help the reader to exact- |
1y identify the college or the criminal }
would be injudiclons and offensive. So |
painful a scandal may well be allowed
to die ont. With due discretion the in-
cldent itself may, however, be describ- |
&d, since It serves to {llustrate some of |
those qualities for which my rrit\nd!
was remarkable. I will endeavor Inl
my statement to avold such terms as |
would serve to limit the events to any |
particular place or give a clew as tu'
the people concerned.

We were reslding at the time in fur
nished lodgings close to a library where \
Sherlock Holmes was pursulng some
laborious researches In early English
charters—researches which led to re-
&ults so striking that they may be the
=ubject of one of my future narratives
Here it was that one evenlng we re-
ceived a visit from an acguaintance,
Mr. Hilton Soames, tutor and lecturer
at the College of Bt. Luke's. Mr. Soames
was n tall, spare wan, of a nervous avd
excitable temperament. I had always
kuown him to be restless in his man-
ner, but on this particular occasion he
was In such a state of uncontrollable '
agitation that It was clenr something
very unusual had occurred 1

“I trust, Mr. Holmes, that you can
spare me a few hours of your valuable
time, We jave had a very paluful in- !
eldent at St Luke's, and really, but
for the bhappy chance of your being § |
town,' I should huave been at a loss |
what to do.” I

“I am very busy just now, and I de- |

friend an- |

sire no distractions,” my
swered. 1 should much prefer that
you called In the ald of the police™

“XNo, no, my dear sir; such & course
is utterly Impossible. When once the |
law s evoked It cannot be stayed |
agaln, and this Is just one of those
cases where, for the credit of the col |
lege, It I1s most essentinl to avold scan- |
dnl. Your discretion is as well known
a8 your powers, and you are the one
man In the world who can help me.
I beg you, Mr. Holmes, to do what you
ean.”

My friend’s temper had not {mprov.
el since he had been deprived of the
cougenlal surroundings of Baker
street Without hifs scrapbook., hia
chemicals and his homelr uutidiness
he was snu uncomfortable man, He
shruagged his shoulders in ungraclous
acquiescence, while our visitor In bur
rled words and with much excitable
gesticulation poured forth his story.

“I must explaln to you, Mr. Holmes,
that tomorrow is the first day of the
examination for the Fortescone scholar
ship. I am one of the examinera. My
subjoect Is Greek, and the first of the
papers conslsts of a large passage of
Greek transiation which the candidate
has not seen. This passage is printed
on the examiuation paper, and {t!
would naturally be an immense ad-
vantage If the candidate conld prepare
it In advance. For this reason great
eare 8 taken to Keep the paper secret.

“Today abont 2 o'clock the proofs
«of this paper arrived from the printers |
“The exerclse consists of half a chapter
of Thucydides. I bad to read it over

carefully, as the text must Le abso-
lotely correct. At 4:30 my task was
mnot yet completed. I had, however,
promised to take tea In a friend's
rooms, so [ jeft the proof upon my
desk. [ was absent more than an hour,

“You are aware, Mr. Holmes, that
our college doors are double—a green
balze ene within and a heavy oak one
without? As I approached my outer
door I was amazed to see' a key ln it
For an instant T lmagined that I had
left my own there, but on feeling ln my
pocket 1 found that It was all right.
The only duplicate which existed, so
far as 1 knew, was that which belonged
1o my servant, Bannister, a man who
‘has looked after my room for ten years
and whose honesty is absolutely above
suspicion. 1 found that the key was
indeed his, that he bad entered my
room 1o know If I wanted tea and that

10 my room must have been within a
very few minutes of my leaving it. His
forgetfulness about the key would have
mattered little upon any other ocen-
&ion, but on this one day it has pro-
duced the most deplorable conse-
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erty of examining my papers.

He de-
nied it however, with the utmost ear-
nestness, and I am convinced that he
was speaking the truth. The alterna-
tive was that some one passing had ohy
served the key In the door. bad known
that I was out and had entered to look

at the papers. A large sum of money
is nt stake, for the scholarship Is a
very valuable one, and an unserupulous
man might very well run a risk In or-
der to gain an advrantage over hls fel-
lows,

“Bannlister was very much upset hy
the incident. He had nearly fainted
when we found that the papers had
undoubtedly been tampered with. I
gave him a little brandy and left him
collapsed In a chalr, while I made a
most eareful examination of the room.
I soon maw that the intruder had left
other traces of his presence besides the
rumpled papers. On the table In the
window were several ahreds from a
pencil which had been sharpened. A
broken tip of lead was lying there also.
Evidently the rascnl had copled the
paper In 1 great hurry, had broken his
pencil and had been compelled to put
a fresh point to L™

“Excellent! sald Holmes, who was
recovering his good humor as his at-
tention became more engrossed by the
case. “Fortune has been your friend.”

“This was not al. I have a new
writing table with a fine surface of
red leather. I am prepared to swenr,
and so Is Bannister, that it was smooth
and unstained, Now I found a eclean
cut lo it abont three inches long—not a
mere acratch, but a poaltive cut. Not
only this, but on the table I found »
amall ball of black dough or clay, with
#pecks of something which looks llke
sawdust in (.t I am convinced that
these marks were left by the man who
rifled the papers. There were no foot-
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Dannister,

marks and no other evidence as to his
{dentity. 1 was at my wits' ends when
suddenly the bappy thought occurred to
me that you were la the town, and I
came straight round to put the matter
into your hands. Do help me, Mr.
Holmes. You see my dilemma. Either |
must find the man or else the examing.
tion muat be postponed until fresh pa
pers ate prepared, and =ince this cannot
be done without explanation there will
ensue o hideous scandal which will
throw a cloud not only on the college,
but on the gniversity. Above all things
I desire to settle the matter quietly and
discreetly.”

“I shall be happy to look Into It and
to give you such advice as I can.” said
Holmes, rising and putting on his over-

coat. “The case is not entirely devold
of interest. Had any one visited you In
Four room after the papers came to
youi®

“Yes; young Daulat Ras, an Indian
student, who lives on the same stalr,
came in to ask me some particulars
about the examination.”

“For which bé was entered ¥

‘.Y“‘vi

“And the papers were on your ta-
ble?"

“To the best of my Lellof they were
rolled up.”

“But might be recognized as proofs?”

“Possibiy."”

“No oue else u your room?®

“No”

“Did any one know that these proofs
would be there?”

“No on~ save the printer.”

“Did this man Bannister know 7

“No; certalnly not. No oue knew.™

“You left your door open?’

“I locked up the papers first”
“Then It amounts to this, Mr,
Soames, that, vuless the Indlan student |

it Rt U
oo EDE T et
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¥ oW . ' s
oid coliege. A Gothle arched door led
1o & worn stoue staircase. On the
ground floor was- the tutor’s roow.
Above were three students, pné on
each story. It was alreads twilight
whetn we reached the scene of our
problems. Holmes balted and looked
earngstly at the window; then he ap-
prosched It and. standing on tiptoe
with his neck craned, be looked into
the roou.

“He must bave entered through the
door. There is no openlug except the
one pane,” sald our learved guide.

“Dear me!” sald Holwes, and he
smiled in a singular way as he glane-
ed at our companion. “Well, if there
is pothiug to Le learued here we had
bet go Inside.”

The lecturer unlocked the outer door
and ushered vs lnto his room. We
stood at the entrance while Holmes
wade au examination of the carpet.

“l am afraid there are ne signs
bere™ =ald he. *“One could hardly
hope for any upon so dry a day. Your
servant seeins to have quite recovered.
You left him in a chair, you say.
Which chair?

“By the window there.”

“l see. Near this little table.
cau come in mow, 1
with the carpet. Let us take the lt-
tle table first. Of course what bas
bappened {8 very clear. The mao en-
tered and took the papers, sheet by
sheet, from the ceutral table., He car-
ried them over to the window table,
because from there be conld see if you
came across the courtyard and so
could effect an escape.”

“As a watter of fact he couid not,”
sald Soames, “for T entered by the
slde door.™

“Ah, that's good! Well, anyhow, thnt
was {n bhis mind. Let me see the three
atrips, No finger \mpressions—go!
Weill, he carried over this one first, and
he copled it. How jong would it take
him to Qo that, using
cotraction? A quarter
less. Then he tossed It down and solz-
ed the pext. He was In the midst of 1
when your return cansed him to make
a very hurried retreat—very hurried,
since he had not time to replace the
papers which would tell you that he
bad been there., You were not aware
of any hurrvinug feet on the stalr as
Jou entered the outer door?

You
have finished

every possible

of an hour, not

nt

*No, T ean’t say I was.™

I, he » 80 furlously that he
il. apd had, as vyou ob-
charpen It again. This s of
Wat

serve, to

Interest, son. The pencil was not
an ondinary one It was above the
usual size, with a soft lead, the

outer color was dark blue, the maker's
name was printed In silver lettering.
and the plece remaining is ounly about
an inch and a half long. Look for such
a pencil, Mr. Soames, and you have got
your man. When 1 add that he poe-
Seases o lnrge and very blunt knife you
have an additional ald.”

Mr. was sowmewhat
whelmed by this flood of Information
“l can follow the other points,™ sald
he, “but, really, in this matter of t
length'—

Holmes held out a small chip with
the letters NN and a space of clear
wo! after them,

“You see?™

“No, I fear that

“Watson, I have
1nfust There
could this NN be?

Soames over

even now''—

done you an
What
It is at the end of a

always

others

nre

wonl You are awnare that Johann
Faber Is tl most common maker's
name. Is it not clear that there is just

as much of the pencil left as uspally
ollows the Johaun?' He held the

I table sileways to the electric

ht. “1 was hoping that if the paper
on which bhe wrote was thin some trace
of It might cowe through upon this pol-
‘shed surface. No, [ see nothing. 1
lon't think there is anything more to
be learned here. Now for the central
table. Thix small pellet is, 1 presume,
the bLlack, doughy mass you spoke of.
Roughly pyramidal in shape and hol-
lowed out, I percelve. As you say,
there appear to be graius of sawdust in
it. Dear me, this is very Interesting.
And the cut—a positive tear, 1 see. It
began with a thin seratch and ended
with a jagged hole. 1 am much in-
debted to you for directing my atten-
tion to this case, Mr. Soames, Where
does that door lead to?"

“To my bedroom.”

“Have you been in it since your ad-
venuture ¥

“No, I came straight away for you."

“l shou'd llke to have a glance
round. What a charming, old fasbion-
ed rodm! Perhaps you will kindly
wait a winute untll I have examined
the floor. No, 1 see nothing. What
about this curtain? You hang your
clothes behind it If any one were
forced to conced! himself (n this room
he must do It there, since the bed is
too low and the wardrobe too shallow.
No one there, I suppose®

As Holmes drew the curtain I was
aware from some little rigidity and
alertness of his attitude that he was
prepared for an emergency. As 2 mat-
ter of fact, the drawn curtain disclos-
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you please,

“I think it §8 clear enough. You came
baek Ly an unexpected way, and so
be had no warnlug uati! you were at
the very doar., What could he do? He'
caught up eversthing which would be-
tray bhim, aod be rushed into your bed-
room 1o conceal himselr ™

“Good graclous, Mr. Holmes, do you
wean to tell me that all the time 1 was
talking to Basnolster (n this room we
bad the man prisouer if we had only
known it?’

“8o I read it.™

“Surely there Is another alternative,
Mr. Holmes. 1 dou't know whether
you observed my bedroom window 7

“Lattice paned jead fr.‘luwwuﬁh'
three separate windows, one swinging
on Linge and large enough to admit a
man.”

“Exactly. And it looks out on an |
augie of the courtyran! 80 as to be
partly Invisible. The man might have |
effected hils entrance there, left traces
as he passed throvgh the bedroom, and |
finally, Nuding the door open, have es-
caped that way.”

Haolmes shook his head impatiently.

“Let us be practical,” said he. *1I
understand you to sar that there are |
three students who use this stalr and
are in the habit of passing your door?”

“Yes, there are” !

“And they are all in for this examina-
tion ¥

.."‘.‘;.bl L4

“Have you any reason to suspect any
one of thewn mwaore than the others?

Soames bhe<itated.

“It Is & very delicate question.” said |
he. *“One hardly Hkes to throw sus- |
picion where thére are no proofs.”

“Let us hear the suspiclons. I will
look aftes the proot:."

“I will tell you, then, In a few wonds |
the character of the thiree men who in- f
babit these rooms. The lower of the
three Is Gilehrist, a fine scholar in-l[
athlete; plays In the Rughy team and !
the cricket team for the college and
got his blue for the hurdles and the
long Jump. He I2 a fine, manly fellow. |
His father was the notorious Sir Jabex |
Glichrist, who ruined on the
turf. My scholar has been left very |
poor, but he is hardworking and tu-
dustrious. Ile will do well |

“The second floor is inhabited by |
Dauiat Ras, the Indlan He Is a
quiet, lnscrutable fellow, as most of
those Indlans are He is well up In
his work, though his Greek Is his weak |
subject. Ile Is steady and methodical. |

“The top floor be % to Mliiles Me
Laren. He 18 a brilliaut fellow when
he chooses to work—one of the bright- li
est lutellects of the university—but he |
Is wayward, dissipate! and unprinel-
plel. He was nearly expelled over a
card scandal in bis first year. He has |
been Idling all this lerni, and he must
look forward w.th dread to the ex-|
am!nation.”

“Then it = bhe whom

“I dare not go sa far as that, but of |
the three he Is perbaps the least un-
lkely.” |

“Exactly. Now, Mr. B let ns
have a look at your servant, Bannis
ter.”

He

mself

you suspect?™ |

ames,

was & little, white faced. ¢clean

shaven, griezly halted fellow of fifty, |

He was still suffering from this sud-
den disturbance of the quict routine of
his life. His plump face was twitching
with his nervousness, and his fingers
could not keap still |
*We are Investigating this unhappy |
business, Banulster,” sald his master,
“Yes, sir.” |
“l understand,” sald Molmes, “that |
you left rour key lu the door?”
“Yes, sir”™
“Was It not ver

extraordinary that
you should do this on the very day |
when there weore those papers inslde
“It was most unfortunate, sir. Bot |
have ocenslonally done the same thing |
at other times.™
“When did you enter the room"

“It was about half past 4. That is
Mr. Soames® tea time”

“How long did you stay 7’

“When I saw that he was absent, 1
withdrew at onee.”

“Did you look at these papers‘on the
table?

“No, sir; certainly not."

“How came you 1o leave the key in
the door?

“l had the tea tray o my hand I
thoughit I would come back for the
key. Then I forgot"

“Has the outer door a spring lock ¥

*No, sir.”

“Then it was open all the time?

“Yes, sic.,”

“Any one in the room could get out?

“Yes, sir.”
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| from behingd it

“I shouid like to have a peep at each
of them," satd Holmes. *“Is it possi-
ble?”

“No dificulty in the worll,” Soames
answered. “This set of rooms s qulte
the oldest in the college, aul it is not
unusual for visitors to go over them.
Come along, and I will personally con-
duct yon.”

“No nawes, please!” gald Holmes as
we knocked at Gilehrist’s door. A tall,
flaxen haired, slim young fellow opened
it and made us welcome when lhe un-
derstood our errand. There were some
really curious pleces of mediseval do-
mestic architec¢ture within, Holmes
was 20 charmed with one of them that
he insisted on draswing it tn his note-
book, broke his poeneil, had to borrow
one from our host and finally borrowed
A knife to sharpen his own, The same
curions accident happened to him in
the rooms of the Indian—a silent little
hook nosed fellow, who ersd us askance
and was obvilously giad when Holmes'
architectural studies had come to an
end. [ could not see that in elther case
Holmes had come upon the clew for
whichh he was searching. Ouly at the
third did our visit prove abortive., The
outer ddoor woul! not open to our
knock and nothing more substantial
than a torrent of bad language came
“1 don"t eare wha you
are. You can go to blazes!” roared the
angry voice. “Tomorrow's the exam.,
and I won't be drawn by any one.”

“A rude fellow!" sald our guide,
fushing with anger as we withdrew
down the stair. “Of course he did not
realize that it was I who was knock-
ing, but none the less his conduct was
very uncourteouns and, indeed, under
the cirenmstances rather susplclous.”

Holmes® response was a curious one

*“Can you tell me his exact height?"
he nsked,

“Really. Mr
dertnke to sar

Holmes, T c¢annot un-
He is taller than the

| Indian, not so tall as Gllchrist. I sup-
pose five foot six would be about it.”
“That is ¥ import " ald
Holmes “And Mr. S 1
wish you good n
aston
TS,
o
ing to leavs m
You don't seem I 1
Tomorrow is the examinat! 1 must
take some deflnite action 1 1
| cannot allow the e
held If one of the paper
pered with The
faced.™

“You must leave
drop round ear
and chat the matter

e t I may 1
to indicate smwe conrs *tion
Meanwhile, you change nothi noth
ing at atl"”
“Yery good, Mr. Holmes™
“You can be perfectly easy In your
mind, We shall s vinly =
way out of your difffcult wi
?ﬁ'hl“ the ik elny with e iso th
pencll cuttings Gaood s
When we in e darkness
of the quandrangle we agair «1 u
| nt the wi - The 1 3 1
ed his room. The others in
} vi
W Warson, what 4 ] thir
Wf 51 w el at
tnto the st t Ot te
P " ) ¢ i 1 K,

e of lll‘-:.. You take
Which is ¥i

ars

“The foul mouthed fellow at the top.
» |3 the one

d.

"W

with the worst recs

a8 a sly fell

be paclug his

that

(g i Many men
do it when are trying to learn
aaything Oy L "
“He looked at
“S0 would Yot
) came un on you |
I paring for an examination
and ev Iy mowment
im tat | &
res—all was satisfactory
fellow does puzzie we,
“Who*
“Why, Bann'ster,

his game in the

in a2 queer way.”

dock of strangers
were pre-
next day
No
neils, oo, and
But that

el you

wias of value

the servant. What's

infter?

“Ie lmpressed we as belng a perfect-
Iy hooest man.'
“So he did we. That's the puzzling

part. Why should a perfectly honest
man—well, well, here's o large station-
er's. We shall begin our researches
here,”

There were only four statloners of
any consequence in the town, and at
each Holmes produced his pencil chips

“When Mr. Soames returned and
called for you, you were very much dis- |
turbed ¥’ !

“Yes, sir. Such a thing has never |
happened durlug the many years that |
I have been here. [ nearly faluted, |
alr.” '

“So 1 understand Where were
when you began to feel bad?’

“Where was I, sir? Why, here, near |
the door.”

“That Is singular, because you sat |
down In that chair over yonder near |
the corner. Why did you pass these
other chalirs?®"

“I dou't know, sir
to me where I sat.”

“I really don't think be knew much |
about it, Mr. Holmes. He was looking |
very bad—quite ghastly.” !

“You stayed here when your master
lefts"

“Ouly for a minute or so; then I lock- |
ed the door and went o my room.”

“Whom did you suspect ¥

“Gh, 1 would not venture to say, sir. |
I don't belleve therc is any gentleman |
nuiversity who is capable of
profiting Ly such au setion. No, llr:]
I'll pot belleve it.” |

“Thank you; that will do,” said
Holmes. “Oh, one more word. You
have not mentioned to guy of the three
gentlemen whom you &ttend that any-
thing is amiss?”

“No, slr; not a word.™

you |

It dlda't matter |

“Very good. Now, Mr. Soames, we
will take & walk in the quadrangle, if

| mothlng.

b ,
ke have got™

and bid high for a duplicate. All Wesre
agreed that one could he ordered, but
thar it was not a usual size of pencil
and that it was seldom kept In stock.
My friend did not appear to be depress.
ed by bLis failure, but shrugged his
shoulders In balf bhumorous resigna-

| tion.

“*No good, my dgar Watson. This, the
best and only final clew, has run to
But, Indeed, I have little
doubt that we can bulld up a suficlent
case without it. By Jove, my dear fel-
low, It Is nearly 0, and the landlady
Labbled of green peas at 7:30. What
with your eternal tobareo, Watson, and
your lrregularity at meals, I expect
that you will get notice to quit and
that I shall share your downfall—not.
however, before we have soived the
problem of the nervous tutor, the care-
less servant and the three enterprising
studenta.™

Holmes made no further allusion to
the matter that day, though he sat last
in thought for a long time after our be-
lated dinner. At 8 In the mordping he
canie into my room just as I flulshed
my tollet.

“Well, Watson,"” sald he, “it Is time }
we went down to 8t. Luke's. Can rou
do without breakfast?

“Certalnly.” 4

“Soames will be In a dreadful fdget
untll we are able to tell Lim ssmething
Tt you iy iy

2 you an positive to tell
bim ¥

“1 thionk so.”

“You bave formed a conclusion 7
“Yes, my aur_. Watson; I have solved

the h
“But what fresh evidence could you

nothing that

: Tt 1s not for
(6. 1 bave
‘.ﬁ‘-r'h&

b by __‘,ﬁ\_
- ko

were thiree Ullle prramias of bLlack.
doughy clay,

“Why, Holnes, you had only two yes-
terday.”

“And one more this morning. It = n
fair argument that wherever No. 3
came from Is also the source of Nos, 1
aopd 2. Eh, Watson? Well, come along
anud put friend Soames out of his pain.”

The unfortunate tutor was certainly
in a state of pitiable agitation when we
found him in his chambers. In a few
hours the examination woull ecom-
mence, and he was still in the dllemwma
between making the facts publle and
allowing the culprit to compete for the
valuable scholarship. He could hardly
stand still, =0 great was his mental act
tation, and he ran toward Holmes with
two enger hamla outstretchad,

“Thank heaven that you have come!
I fearedd that you had given it up In
despalr, What am 1 to do? Shall the
examination procewl?®"

“Yes, let it proceed. by all means.™

*“Buat this rascal™

“He shall not compete,™ i

*“You know him * s

“I think =0, If this matter 1s not to
become public we must give ourselves

certaln powers and resclve ourselves

Into a smnll priva conrt martini, You
% ~ N - '

there, if you please. Spoames! Watson,

I'll take the armchalr in
the middle, 1 think that we are now
sufficlenty fmposing to strike terror
Into a gnilty breast. Kindly ring the
bell™

Bannister enterad and shrank hack
in evident surprise and fear at our ju-
dieing APPOATATICS

“You will kindly cloae
Holmes., *“Now. Baz
please tell
dar's Inekd

The man
his hair

you here!

the door.™ sald
ster, will yon

Yester-

ns the truth
i

turnaed white to the roots of

about
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Miles McLare

“I have told you everything, sir.”

“Nothing to add "

“Nothing at all, sir.”

“Well, then, I must make some sug
Festious to you. Wheu you sat dowi
ou that chalr yesterday did you do so
In order to mneenl sole object whileh
would 1 ¢ s=ubowuy who had been fu
the roomn ¥

: ghastly

t 1 nent that
! was turned you re
o was hiding in that

Heked Lls Ary lips,

v aan, sir

“aAh, t's a plty,
now may have
but now I kunow that you have lled.*

The man's face set in sullen defiauce,

“There was no man, sir.”

“*Come, cowe, Bannister!™

“Ne, sir; there was uo one

“In that case you can give us no fur-
ther Information. Would rou pleasa
remain (o the room? Stand over the:
near the bedroom door, Now, Soames,
1 am golng to ask you to have the
great kinduoess to go up o the roocm of
young Gilchrist and to ask him to step
down (nto yvours.”

An lostant later the tutor returned,
bringing with him the student. He was
a flne figure of a man—tail. lthe and
agile, with a springy step aud a pleas-

Innunister

spoken the

.
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Gilchriat,

ant open face. His troubled blue eyes
glaneed at each of vs and finally rest-
ed with sn expression of blank dismay
upon Banuister in the farther corner.
“Just close the door,” sald Holmes.
“Now, Mr. Glichrist, we are all quite
alone bere, and uo one need ever know
one word of what passes between us,

! dismissed that,

| self through it
| surd. 1

. “Come, come.” mid Holmes
TIt Is human to err. el at l#ast no ond
can accuse yon of belng a callous erim-
Inal. Perhaps it would be easler for
you if [ were to tell Mr. Soames what
occurred, and you can check me where
I em wrong. Shalll do so? Well, well,
don't trouble to asawer. Listen, and
see that T do you m injustice.™

“From the moment, Mr. Soames, that
you eall to me that no one, not even
Bannister, could hare told that the pa-
pers were in your reom the case began
to take a defluite shape In my mind.
The printer one could, of course, dis-
miss. He conld exsmine the papers in
his own office. The Indlan I also
thought nothing of. If the proofs were
in roll he could not possibly know
what they were. On the other hand, it
seemel an  unthinkable colneldence
that a man should dare to enter the
room, and that by chance on that very
day the papers were on the table. I
The man who entered
knew that the papers were there. How
did be know?

“When [ approached your room I
examined the window. You amused

| me by supposing that 1 was countem-

plating the possibility of sowe one hav-
Ing lo broad daylight, under the eyes
of ail these opposite rooms, forced him-

Such an ldea was ab-
measuring how tall a
man would nesd to be o order to see
as he passed what papers were on the
central tahle. I am six feet high, and

W=

I co lo it with mn effort. No one
leas iz that woull have a chance
Already, you see, I had reason to think

that if one of your three studeuts was
a man of uny helght he was the
most worth watching of the three.

“I entered, and I took you iuto my
confl * a8 to the suggestions of the

Eide table. Of the courer table I could
make nothing until W your deseription
of Gilehrist you mentiog
a long
whole thix
amnd I only

1] that be was
r Then the
in an instant,

in cor: rative

neslied cer

fs, which I spexdily obtnlned

t happensd was this: Thiz young
fellow
the

breseeny

bhad employed his afternoon at
athletle grounds, where he had
practicing the Jump. He return-
&l carryiug his Jumpng shoes, which

are provided, as vou are aware., with
several sharp splkes As h i astex]
FYour window he saw, by means of his
grent helght, these proofs npon your
table d conlectured what the: were
No m would have been doue bad It
nut t 08 he passad your door be
perce i the key wlicn had been left
by the carelessuess of your servant.
A sudden lmpulse came over him to en-
ter and see If they were indeed the
proofs It was wpot n dangerous ex-
ploit he could always pretend that
be b louked In to ask a ques-
tiul

“Well, when he saw that they were
Inde * proofs It was then that he
yielde tetuptation. He put his
Blioes table. What was it you
put r near the window 7

i e Young man

phiantly at Ban-
g ! v 1 the chalr,
K the proofs eet by sheet,

L He thoughit the tutor
1 by the malu gate and that

s hlm As we know, he
t by the side gate. Suddenly
rd him at the very door. There

mellie escapwe He forgot lhis
bat he caught op his sh
darted Into the bedroom g oliserve
that the that table = slight
at one shde, hut deepens in the direction
of the door, That in itself 1s
enough us that the shoe bad
been drawn in that direction and that
the culprit had taken refuge there, The
varth round the spike had been left on
the table, and a second sampie WaAS
loosened and fell in the bedroom. I
may add that [ walkel out to the ath
letie grounds thils moming, saw that
tenacious bhlack clay |s used In the
Jumping pit and earriel away a speci-
wen of it together with some of the
fine tan or sawdust which is strewn
over it to prevent the athlete from
slipping. Have I told the truth, Mr,
Gllchrist e

The student had drawn himself erect

“Yes, sir: It s true” aald he

“Good heavens! Have you nothing
to add * eried Scames

“Yes, sir, I have, but the shock of
this disgracefu] exposure has bewllder-
ed me. 1 have a letter here Mr Boames,
which I wrote to you eirly this morn-
ing in the middle of a restless night.
It was before I knew that my sin had
found me out. Here it & str. You will
see that | have sald: ‘1 ave determined
not to go o for the examipation. I
have been offered a conmission iu the
Rhodesian police, and | am going out
to South Africa at once'"™

*I am indeed pleased ty heldr that you
did not intend to profit by your unfalr
Rdvantage' sald Soame. “But woy
did you change your purpose?”

Gilchirist pointed to Bannister,

“There |s the man who set me in the
right path.” sald he

“Come now, Bannister” sald Holmes,
“It will be clear to you from what I
have sald that only you could have let
this young man out, siice you were
left ja the room and must have locked
the door when you went jut. As to his
escaping by that window, it was in-
credible. Can you not clear up the
last point in this mysterr and tell us
the reasons for your acton?"

“It was simple enough, sir, If you
ounly had kunowp, but with ai your
cleverness it was lmpossible that you
could know. Time was sir, when I

v and

scrateh on

beslroom

to ahow

We can be perfectly frank with each
other. We want to know, Mr. Gilehrist,
bow yon, an bonorable man, ever came
to commit such ap action as that of
Yesterday.”

The unfortunate young man stagger-
ed back and enst & look full of horror
and reproach at Banulster. .

“No, po, Mr. Gilehrist, sir, I never
eild 2 word—never one word™ eried
the servant. f

“Xo, but you have now.” sald Holmes,
“Now, sir,

myselt out of bed at the | &

E

! was butler to old Bir Jabex Gilchrist,

this young gentieman's father. When
be was rulued [ came to the college as
servant, but I never forgot my old em-
ployer because he was down in the
world. I watched his scn all 1 ecounid
for the sake of okl days Well, alr,

| when I came into this room yesterday,

when the

i




